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Current Events,

Prestdent Cleveland las tahen the "other
horn" of the dilemma, and the people can
now sae the begluning of the end ol the
extortions the landgrant railways, 1t has
Jong been the custom of those rowls to de
Iny for vears the selactions uf_H:-- !u!l'l-
granted them, for the parpose of s ding
taxes anid other clinrges on the lands, wliile
in the mesotime the whole territory from

decoyed across the line for the purpose of
the arrest. The press of France has heen
very temperate, cautioning the people to
commn it no et of folly which might pre
elpitats trouble; and it I8 holl‘-iwtl 'Ilw
matter will be settled amlcably.  The Pope
has offered to act ne medlator, and It s
also reported that In case an wgreement
cannnt be resched, France will propose to
submit the matter 1o the Kiog of Belgulm

fur nrbitration

L
On Tuesdny Charleston, 8. (', forgot her
earthquuke ruins, snd her business, nnil
devotsd the duy to the dedication of »
monument srected to the memory aof Johu
0. Caltoun, her “favorite son.”  There was
the ususl procession, sod musle, and «
monster erowd of people, and all the ac
cossorles ; the stitue was unvelled, s conple
of odes, written for the occuslon, rend, uml
Secretury Lamar delivered an oration. It
15 not only “sn Interesting fact,” us the Sec
retury suhd, hut also snappr ypriate onethat
the statue should have been erected, not
in the capitsl of the uating but “in hls own
natlve state.” Though he was o man 1o
many respects natlooal 1o his acts and en
deavors, sod though he did not meso \ b
otherwlise, yet he wus essentinl n South
Carolins man, and sll that part of the work
of hislife thut will be remem bered o after
duys with the endesvor to plice upon an
everlasting foundation the “pecullar instl
tution,” and the extreme “state right ’-.1-u'
trines of which that state Wias par crcefiensce
the chwmpion nnd defendant, It s, 100
not & little interesticg to think, now, that
of a1l mien if his tme in Ameriea wh -lhli
ot o defend those ideas, probmbly not
,l--u-- dlel mmore to hasten the fres dom ol the
Ualivss than John C. Calhoun
|

The Kendsll county supervisors have

! appolnted & building comnittes to go

bl upd rebaild the burned court hiornise

b using the old walls, whicl are pranoun.

{eed goad, they hope to rebulld st s cost not

ahove $5,000 (o sadition to the sinount of
| insursnce due.

The Chicago aod Santa Fa rallroad Qs
surveying a lne into Rock Ishand

The decceass of the publie debt for
April, is estimated st from 12 10 15 mill
fons, .

The geand jury of Kane county, Hlinois,
has Indieted Arthur Terry, of Aurord, for
the murder of his wife by poison,

Chnrles Atkinson, the founder of Moline
[linois, and proprietor of the first stige

which the ronds are at liberty tamaka ae
lections are cloded 1o sattlers IJ('II-”hL{ thie
action of the rilroads.  In the prarticular |
case in polnt, one Guilford Miller made a
settlement sod laprovements on 4 plece of |
land io Washington Ty, and fndue coure |
made clilms of title under the homestewl |
act e was put off until the Northern |
Pacific had surveyed and made thelr selee
tions, Miller's clalm hwd been approved |
by the law oficers of the department and by |
the asslstant attorney genernl . but the at [
torney general hlmself reported unfavor
ably, because sgainst precedent I'his
President then took the matter in haod,
and 1o a letter of the 25th. to to the Secra.
tary of the Ioterion dirscts that othice toex
ercise his authority In favorof the settlers;
and 1ot the rallromd, If necessary, select
other lands ln lien of the Miller land. b
save the effect of the rulings of the depurt
ment la such cases has been to withdrw
thousands, If not milions of scres from the
operation of law and placing them beyotid
reach of settlers for years —on thls case Fur|
over 15 years.  The Presldent says:  Such |
s condition of the public lands should no |
Jongsr continue, 5o far as it s due to the
result of executive rules and methiods thess
should be ahanded, and g0 fur st s ucon
sequence of linprovident laws these should
be repealed or amended. Our publle do
maln s our nationnl weslth, the enrnest of |
our growth, nnd the herltage of our people
It should promize lHmitless development
sad riches, relief to a crowding population,
and homes to thrift and Industry.  These
inestimable ndvantages should be Jenlously
gunrded, sud s careful and wolightened
polley on the part of the government
should secure them to the people.”

The political world 18 now fnrnlrml'lq|
about the only news golng . and this came |
o the St Louls Repollican In the stite
ment that President Cleveland had suid to |
& " Western Senator ' tiat he wonld mot ag- |
cept & nomioation for wsecond term.  Who |
the western senator I8, does not transpire,
all who would be likely to be the man hay
Ing denied the yurn on interview. Seos
tor Vest of Missouri, however, on Wednes
day said in an loterview he hind hiton an
explanation of the orlzin of the tale, soma. |
what in this wise 1 was calllug upon
President Cleveland not long ago, whien in
course of conversation about the state of
the democratic party, he declarad emphari
cally thut the only sinbiiion he had was to
80 honestly and  faithfully wdlimdnister the |
affalra of the govarnment that people would
slect any democrat who might be nominat.
ed In 1838, He knew hie lisd heen acensad
of selfish motives, ‘But, he added, *1f |
could consult only my own personal com
fort and desires, I wonld lay Jdown the o '
floe of president tomorrow.”  That i< all he
siald, He did not inthmute that e would
refuse to be a candidite again, if the party
desirad him to be renominated. 1 certain
ly did not get any such lmpression from
what he sald. 1 regard his remark to b |
simply a disclalmer of personsl ambition
in the matter.”  That s us good an explaons.
tion as any. It is not likely the resident
ever gald more. 1t 18 not like him 1o say
more; for, however, Irksoma the (dutfes of
the office might bave become, It is em
mently characteristic of Grover Clevelsnd
to trust Limself per se Into the back ground
in response to the call of his party should
he deem It for the Interest of his party or
the people.  It1s but natursl that he shonld
desire the endorsement ot Lis party amd of
the peopla by asecond term | yet no fair
mioded man has been found who can ac
cuse the Presioent of “working the wires”
with the vlew of & second term.  Say that
he s ambitions, hls ambition thus far has
praven of the rlightsort —to give tha peo
ple an honest and businessilke adminls
tration, and that the country has had It
bas been an adminlstration for the people
and not for the agerandizement of Grover
Cleveland. That he will e renominated by
the demovratic party goes without saylog,
his only named rival belng Gov, !lﬂyl of
New York—a man not for & moment to he
comparad 1n any respect with Cleveland,
either in the estimation of the public, or
of the party.

The Blaine {:llgrhung'- from the west
homeward has been a very tuma affair, no
enthuslasm, no “go" to it, just a kind of an
every day trip of & Maine drummer for a
tooth-pick factory. Sursly this s not the
way the great, electiician s golng to pan
out, and a esmpuign coming on within a
twalvemonth. He reschied Boston on

Thursday.

The Schaebeles affair reported last Fri.
day as threatening dificulty between France
and Germany las not yet been satisfac.
wrily settled. The German government
has been lnvestigating the arrest, and it is
#tated that it tnuﬁ place on German soll,
while on the other naod it is stated e was

| from the company, conslsting of the pres’.

line hatween La Salie and Rock Islund,
disd Tuesday, at the aee of 70

Wednesday, the 65th anniversary of the
birth of Gen. Grant, was celebrated hy n
bangnet of the Republican Club of Pitts
bureh, #t which Gov. Forsker wus the
chief spesker; and by various means of or
ganizntlon enst and west,

The tensers nnd mixers n the Plitslurg
sindow glass factories, struck on Wednes.
day for ten per cent lucrease ol pay. Four-
teen factories have shut down, and over
1000 men are idle, Work will be resumed
when men can be obtalned to take the
places of the strikers. )

On Thursday s Southern Pacific R It
express aod mail train were stopped by
from fve to elght rolibers at a station 1%
miles east of Tueson, aud the express nnd
mall robbed of about $5000  Regular
etk detalls: red luotern, masked men,
prders to engineer enforced st point of re.
volver, unlonding of cash box, awny they
go, no ene hurt, no trace of robbers.

Aurora 18 considerably exclted over the
passibility of tinding cosl In that vicinity.
111t shouid be found o paying «ualities,
It would, indeed, surprise the geologlsts,
who have in the past placed the northern
limits of the Minols puylog coul fleld st
the [linois river.  With characterlstic en.
terprise, however, s numberof Aurora bus
iness men proposa to find out to a certalnty
whether thera [s cosl or not.

THE ORGAN FACTORY.

Yesterday the organ factory people, by
thelr committes, came to Ottawa, In ac
cordance with the reguest sent to them,
and the Ottawa committee was in sesslon
with them nearly ull day. A contract was
deawn up, statlog in substance that the|
Ottawa organization agree to give the or
gan factory o plat of grocnd 005266 feet,
and 220,000 In cash, one half payable Aug
Ist, 1887, uud the other half Aug, 1, 1888
with interest on 10,000 fer one year st 6
per cent. The organ factory people; in
thelr turn, agree to bulld a factory 403400
fist, three storles Bilgh (which i one-third
lariger than they Dl previously promised
to butld), aud to equip and operste this
factory  for the muoulucture of organs,
This contract was signed by the committes

dent, L. B Mermfield, and Messre, J, E.
Olds and O Lundstrom, while on the part
of Ottawa the contract 1s now being signed
by the subseribers, and will be sent to
Mendota, The land will be surveyed at
once, and as soon ws it 1s surveyed the
deads will be made out and the whole ar
rangement closed up.  Ottaws may be
proud of this addition to her enterprises

and to her population,

THE PRESIDENT PUTS DOWN HIS FoOT.

lng 4 man of about 250 avolrdupols, it
s manifest when President Cleveland puts
down his foot it is bound to muke an lm-
pression.  Such, po doubt, by this thne, is
the thorough conviction of Secretary La
mur and the Northern Pucific Railroad
Company, as well as of some other like
huge land grabbing monopaolies.

The yuestion In the great west for fif.
teen or twenty years past has been, whether
the government lands were intended for
the rallroad companies or the settlers. Un
der republican dominatlon, during those
yeara, such monster grants were mude in
all directlons to rallrond menopolies thu
people begun serfously to doubt whether,
after deductivg o decent quantity for In
dian reservations, the settlers would not be
sotirely left out in thecold.  Tuke Minne
sota, Dacotah and Waskington for exam
ple.  Not only were grants made covering
alternate sectlons of the land for 20 miles
on #ach side of its line to the Nurthern
Pacific Rallroad for 1,500 miles through
thelr territary, but for as many more miles
of branches and tributaries of that great
monolopy. Then, a8 If the milllops of

the best lunds, the granting scts contaloed
clauses that, wherens frequently the lands
within 20 miles on elther side of sald pro-
posed tailrosd Hoes might be covered by
water or be uninhablitabla or precipitous
mountuin sides, therefore the rallrosd com
punles wmight go outside of their 40 mlles
ltmit and select other lands to muke up the
full quots of thelr grants, But this was
aot the worst of it.  As setters were rap
fdiy crowding upon thoss sald “outside’
tands and oceupying the best of them, the
rallrond monopollsts—the Jay Cockes, the
Huntingtons, the Jay Goulds, &, who not
only ruled Congress In thelr interests, hut
also the departments at Washilogton—In
dueed the Secretary of the Toterfor to with
draw vist arens—milllons of seres—of the
best of thesa “outside’ lands, from entry
and settlement, reserving them, under the
name of “indemnlty” lands, for future se
lection by the rallroad companies to make
up for the deficiencies thatmight he fonnd
in thelr grants.  Not only before the rall
rogils were hullt, but even helore they were
located, these wvast “lndemnity™ reservae
tions were mnde, so that, what with the un
certaluty us to where the railroads would
ulthmately run, with their forty mile wide
donations, and thess alditional reserva
tiong, was there really any good lund left
snvwhere that might not iltimately be
clalmed by the railrond monopolists*

Nouw there was really not a serip of Juw
authorlzing the Secretary of the Iuterlor o
muke these “indemnity” reservitions, but
he bused Lig authority upon s forced con.
strnction of the land grant low, by which
alternate kections for 20 miles on ench side
of the rallrond lines were given to the
companies, and If those sections did not
In ull cases cover avalable land, then they
could g0 beyond to make up the deficiency

Well, it happened that wyway back In
1572, long before the line of thel Northern
Pucitic Rallroad was ever definitely looated
in Washington territory—a vast nren of the

| bhest land there was set aside by the then

Republican Secretary of the Iuterior, asun
“Indemnity” reservation for the heaelir of
the Northern Pacific R I monopoly. Six
years Inter—that is, in 1875 —the railroml
meantime Lhaving been detinitely lovated
but having as yet made no selections on
suld “iodemnity™ tract—one Guilford L
Miller procecded to open a farm on said
tract, putting upon It valuable lmprove
ments, &c, and then preferring a request
—in I882—to theland departinent at Wash.
ington, to be allowed to enter It under the
homestend law. The ratlroad company

wus on their indemnity reservation and
they had a right, which they proceedsd
forthwith to ¢luim, to gobhie Mr. Miller's
furm to make up a deficiency of thelr
former grant. The Washington suthor!
ties duriog republican times sided with the
rallrond company, but Mr. Miller never
guve up the fight, and finally, after Cleve.
land came In, he lucklly got his case e
fore Lord Commissloner Sparks. Now the
enmity of Sparks towards the whole land-
grabbing, settlerrobbing tribes of every
ghade and hue s notorious, and he only
needed to get hold of the facts of Mr. ML
ler's case to ses the justice of his clalm
and the iniquity of the whole conspiracy,
not only to rob him but to rob the govern.
ment of untold milllons of land, Bparks
without hesitation declded in fuvor of Mil.
ler; but Lis decision hiad to e approved
by his superior officer, Secretary Lamar,
and that officer being too indolent to look
Tato the case hiimself, referved it to the As
sistunt Attorney General for the Interior
Department; aod that ofticial, having, as s
proverblal with lawyers, a profound re
gpec. for “precedents,” followed the exam-
ple set in Republicin thnes, when the rail
road monopolists were  always upheld
ngainst the settlers, and reversed the Sparks
decislon, nmd Lumar nssented.

Then 'resldent Clevelund heard of the
case, and hud Atorpey General Garland
look Into it and he, too, bheing a lawyer,
decided with the other in Livor of follow
Ing the Republican “precedents” Dy this
time the President’s hlood hegan to rise,
and he sald, “Give me the pupers—I will
look into the matter myself.”  And he did
look It all through, and he saw that the
whole business wis simply anoutrage. By
your Interpretation,” he tells the Attorney
General, “thousands [Cnotmillions of acres
of thelr lands are withdrawn from the oper
atlon of the land laws of the U, S, thus
placing them beyond the resch of our eiti.
zons desiring to settle and muke homes up
on them ; and this is done for the benefitof
a rallrond compuny having no lixed, cer.
taln, or definlte Interest in such land. In
this manner the bepeticent policy of the
government in relation fo the public do-
main has forall these yeurs been thwarted
The President therafore concludes by dl-
recting the Secretary of the Interior “to
deal with the subject in such a manner as
te protect the setter (Mr. Miller and all
others In his <ltuntion fron I u!!!-'ll][‘l andl
loss.”'

Good for Cleveland! aud doubly good
for the study, Incorruptible and indomita
ble Sparks. While the monepolists no
doubt will raise a great hubbub apd heap
curses on the President, millions of hardy
settlers will bless him, not oaly in this but
incoming generations, for so nobily, grandly
snd opportunely putting down his foot and
crushing out & giant w rong.

Some years ago a big colony of settlers
and investors left Ottawa by special train
for the Red River country,
clalmed by the most conservative mathe
maticians that over §100,000 of Ottawa
capital went witl that party to Minunesots
[t would be interesting to know  just what
per cent that Investment paid: and how
much more or less the money woull hnve
earned bad it been put foto active use o
Ottawn.  In Ottawa It would have bullt a

acres thus bestowed might not ioclude all
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dam aeross [inols river and improved the

4 .
el -

disputed his right, clalming that the lana |

It wans then

contiguous property; It would have bullt
two good sleed glass factorles, It would
have established 10 porterles; it would
huve established a couple of monster
pressed.brick yards, or a couple of Rewer.
pipe factorles, bullt & rallrond to Deer Park
openlng up coal fields as valuable as those
ut Streator and more valaable than those at
La Sulle; and by sddlng from 235 to 3 per
cent to Ottaws's population, added as great
a per cent to the value of her real estate
and nearly a8 much to the total of her as
gessed valuatlon. Would that have pald v
It is n mighty good slgn which hascome to
light during the past two weeks that Otta.
wu men are wlihing to Invest In Ottawa;
and as the Organ Factery s located here
and fifteen bhundred dollars a week added
to her pay roll, it will not be difficult to do
agaln that which hins been done during the
past ten days.  The work would be much
ensler, however, 1f the syndicate had op.
tions on certsin tracts of lands so that they
could be immediately bought and subdl
vided into lots when the cecaslon
came and sold by lots to ralse money need.
el Many will buy lots ut even s high
price and be contented to walt for Its o
crease in value who would hesltate or re.
fuse to glve a hundred dollurs on s venture
of return of his money. This s the way
aid Is ralsed io the booming clties of the
south, and Is a plan the Business Men's
Association should consider as soon as the
present deal Is tnished and disposed of.
Let Ottawn become s manufacturing point
e fiacto nnd railronds to haul the goods will
come o her doors without the begeing
Theop, too, Chicazo a8 come to that point
in her material history when there 154 nat
ural overthw into the contiguous towns,
both of manufscturing and of railways;
and Ottaws should Ye ina position to ab
sorh Ler portion of that overflow.

Considerable surrendered
April Uth, to & sumury of some 3000 re.
ports to Bradstredt’s concerning the num
Ler of Industrisl employees at work in the
country at thut thme, as com pared with two
years ngo, together with the changes in

Spnece Wis

[ wages recelved duripg that perlod, At

| the latter date, us reported by that journsl, | pome, of another, whose mind was filled
wages of Industrial employees Las been | with schemes of universul benevolence, |

and central western states an avernge of
1000 15 per cent., while nearly 350,000 few
er employees were at work than in 1852,
when the prosperous sesson, which lLegan
in 1875, was at Its height. It is surely

at least 400,000 more 1ndusteisl employees
it work than in 1855, aod that wages have,
an the whole, together with full thue pew,
as fgninst reduced hours of labor then,
hrought the receipts of labor generally to
the level of 188182,

The township High School trustees, at
their regular meeting on Thursday last set
Monday May 9th, at two o'clock for the
appolotment of a principal and assistant
teachers for the ensuing year. 1t is under.
stood that the intention is to try to reduce
the expenses of the school as much as pos
sible; and to comply with the rule, some
time ago adopted, to appoint no person as
tenchers, assistant or principal, not univer
ity grmduates as assistants that have had
veurs of experience In High School work,
well recommended by superiatendents of
schools where they have tsuglit before,

whout 32,000 per year less expense than the
schiool is now costing.  1f the =chool l'llll|
be improved, even at the present expense,
it ought to be done: amil certuinly :‘hnuh!l
be, If it can be done at & less expense.

The Chicago Draipage Dills have heen |
reported back to the Legislature by the
committee with the recommendation that
they do pass.  There have been some mod. |
iticatlons of the Lill, hut in just what par
ticulnrs we are not ioformed. It is not
likely, however, thuat they embody the de
mands of the Hliuols Valley, and even a|
Chieago paper, the Ners, has been bold
enough to condemn the whole scheme.
The Legislature In jnstice to the rest of
the State should kill the schieme, at least
until un intelligent commission lLave re |
ported the facts, or until Chicago is wil.|
ling to deal honestly with the rest cf ﬂw'.
State affected by the bills, which cleariy |
she is In no mind to do now; and La Salle |
eounty's members will need no urging tof
duo their part.

The 7imes Thursday night said that
among other “wants” of Ottuwa wis an in.
candescent electrie Hght plant. Who wants
it* What is 1t wanted for* There l$avery
considerable electric light plant here now,
and if there is any demand for the Incar.
descent lights, of which there are a few al-
ready, the number could be increased at
any time. DBut with incandescent lights
costing as much per light as gas, and not
uny wore satistactory as to light, it Is not
likely that there are residences or stores
enough who would take them to make a
plant pay —certainly not with arc lights at
#5 to $7 a month.

Judging from a late editorial in the La
Sulle Republican on the subject of the [tay-
mond-Nash Indictments, it would appear
that our cotem p. has not forgatten his hope
less race for the Treasurership some vears
ek, A man of Webster's age amd expe.
rience ought not to let personal feeling run |
away with Lis sense of the decencies of
the oceasion,

The Grand Lodge A O U, W, at Gales. |
burg on Wednesday approved the sction of |
the grand master workman in refusing to|
allow persons Ioterested in the lguor trafic |
to become charter members. The foliow
Ing are the officerselect: Grand muster
workman, G. W, Hill, of Murphysbore,

slected by two majority in a vote of 296/
delegates; grand foreman, C. A. Wilcox,
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reduced throughout the eunstern, middle |

worth knowing that at this time there are | ers’ Agsociution, that meets anounslly at the

]nt Spriogtield anuoally, instead of, as at

can be had for $5,000; which ought to give pounding questions and answers, and draft.

Ottawa a High School to be proud of, 8t jn. ymeaningless resolutions, to be voted up-

ot Quincy; grand overseer, C. R. Matson,
ot Chleago; grand recorder, C. P. Hitch,
of Par's; grand recelver, Alexander Me.
Lean, of Macomb; grand gulde, Rowlay
Page, ot Gulesburg; grand watchman, C,
E. Perdue, of Ablogdon; grand trustée,
Hale Johnson, of Newton: supreme repre.
sentatlves, L. L. Troy, of Chicago, A. Oren.
dorff and James McCartney, of Springfield ;
grand medlcal examiner, J L. Millson, of
Springfield. The officers were lnstalled on
Wednesday evening. Springfield wus se.
lected ns the place of holding the next
meetlog.

Mr. Bluloe's western trip seems not to
have been & success. IRememberlog how
loterestlog to him are the reminiscences
of Little Rock, Fort Smith, &c., he should
not have slighted them for the Indian Ter.
ritory, however admirable he might have
considered that territory as the starting
place for a* boem." 1t Is ulso unfortun.
ate thut his Hlloess, while In the territory,
prevented a successful display of his mag.
netism bafore the wards of the nation, as a
starter in the 1888 struggle,

It 18 sald there will be no mare call of
bouds for redemption by the treasury until
July, Mr. Bluiue 15 credited with predict.
ing that, If this policy in adhered to, the
country will experience the hardest period
of contraction that it has ever befalled.
Now this Is bad—very; but as Mr. Blaine
Lins in times past made much more horrk
ble predictions than that, which did not
come to pass, no one except Mr. DBluine
will fret himself very much in the prem
i'ﬂ':«.

The Blo mington felletin suys the dem.
[ cerats of this distriet will make no noming
[ tion for congressman next year ; and, there,
fore, Rev. D. B. Turney, as prohibitionist
will beat the republican nomines. There's
nothing like knowiug the worst before one
starts,

On Commissloners of Highways Assocln-
tons, with a Digression upon
other possible Ass's,

“Why not try your hand at a town or a
nelghiborhood first*" was a guestion once

through a large number of townships and
Kum of two or more countles, It might

ave a great deal of length with but
little breadth. It would be diflicult to elect
suitable commlissloners for such a road
distrlet; and if a town should Le Intersect.
ed by several such ronds, a farmer would
hardly know to which distrlet his pro
should be taxed. Farmers generally woulz
not submit to be taxed for muklng roads in
other towns and In other counties, The
are not ut all unxious to step over the line
in puying taxes, though they might possi.
bly do 80 in other mutters. .

And I think that Mr. I ewls will agree
with me that his scheme, thowgh founded
ona different basls, will work sdmirably
with mine in completing the road thut he
hud his eye upon when he wrote hils excel-
lent puper,

[3ut It is not my Intention to criticise the
papers that were read before the Illinol
State  Highway Commissioners' Ass
tion, or to unticipate thosa thut will be read|
At its nex! nonual meeting, but slmply to
question the authority of that Assoclation
us one of the lustitutions of the stute, Ev
ery bourd of commisstoners of highways
in the Siate has a right to send one of thely
number as 4 delegate to that Association
unil the cards of invitation state that there
will be a reduction on car-fare and tavern
DIls to those that attend.  Th's Is ull righ
s0 fur ns It goes.  Any set of men have
right to form themselves into an assocl
tion or a zonvention, or by any other name
they may choose to be designated ; gail
roads snd hotels may reduce thelr fnlrll
they choose; but [ canuot see what righ
delegates to such associations or conven
tions have in churging up the balunce o
their traveling anj uther expenses to the
town or district that they repressnt. |
such delegations are to be sent to Spring,
fleld every year, [t will prove in the end ¢
henvy tux upon our road fund.

If commissioners of highiways can hol
such wssociations, at the expense of th
people, fur the ostensible purpose of actin
for the public gnod, why cunnot any othe
set of pulilic officars do the game® Wh
cannot the school directors of every dis
trict In the S ate, at the call of the secret
rr or the superintendent of public instrug
tion, form themselves into an associatio
and meet annually at the capitul and res
pupers and essays and discuss queetion
pertuining to thelr oflice* aud, famon
other things, endeavor to settle the poln
whethier, in the rural districts, the schoo.
master should be required to make Lils ow
fires und Jo bis own swee ing, or emplo
u junitor for him *—or whether it would b
better to employ & man teacher or a woma

[ nsked by o man whose charlties began at

and was so engrossed with the wrongs of |
[the Irigh and the Hupgarians that he bad
not time to attend to the petty prievances
of the poor in his own neighborhood and
the oppressed that hung, as it were, abuut
his own doorway.

When I read the proceedings, last spring,
of the [linols State ighway Commission-

capltal, and perused some of the many care.
fully prepared and well written papers and
essuys that were read upon that oceasion,
auit o f the free and geperal discussion and
expression of opinion then engaged in, all
tending to the universul improvement of
our common country roads, and the various
pet schemes and projects thai were sub
mitted for the attuinment of that end, I
could not help askiong the question, to my-
solf of course, “Why not try your hand st
a town, or & meighborhosd, or a county,
first*" Why not begin at the beginning®
Why not organize neighborhood snd coun.
ty associations, and, if necessary, send dele.
gates to the grand Ssnnedrim that meets

' present, inviting every bourd of r1oad com.
missioners throughout the length and
breadth of the State to send one of %their
number ns & constituent member? Why
not start at the foot and go up head (ad
copitn) ns we used to do at school, us best
wae could and under difficulties, and not |
tuke our stand at the hewd and expect to
stay there, unmoved and howmovable, '.IE.»]
vens.ng oplofons and suggestlons, pre.

on unanimously by those present, aud finully
submitted to the after conslderation of
their constituents at home *

There were severil well written and well
digested papers read before this Associn.
tion on the general subject of road nmking,'
containing, however, many common place
fdens, thut might have been read with equal
benetit to associations at home,

There were essays on the past and pres. |
ent condition of our roads, abounding in|
good sense and humor, but offering no
tangliole sulution for the future.

There were other writers, again, who In
the course of their remarks offered, by
resolution  or  suggestion, certuin  plans
whereby our present :&l)sh-m of round mak.
ing might be amended, or altered, or done
pway with; how best taxution might be
fmposed upon the people to their own ad
vantugs, without being felt by them ; Lhow
our convicts might be made to do road
work to pay their keeping ; and how nppro.
priations should be made by the legisluture
from certuin funds for rowd purposes that
wotlill be not only unconstitutionsl but
ridiculous,

Among tae lesding plans offered for the
solution of the road question there was ons
thut seems mure plausible than visionary
yet at the sane tima is as impracticable as
mupy others that were submitted. I speak
of the plan submitted by my friend and
neighbor, Mr. E. C. Lewlis, embodied inan
ably written, honest and comprehensive
paper; and I sympathize with him be
cause his eye secms to squint towards the
same Hne of road that 1 Lave been advo-
cating; in fact, he and | would be ie the
same district, according to his plan, as far
A% we traveled together, but when a diver-
gence took place, then there would be a
new episnde to our bucolic theory, whatey-
er thut may mean. There might be a dif-
ference of opinion between us where the
road should strike the Vermillion river,
whether at a certain point down or at a cer-
tain otber point up, whether it should pass
near his land or through mine.

Mr. Lewls’ plan, to use his own words, is,
“to 80 frame the law that a community in
terested In & certain line of travel may con.
stitute & road district, * * * * without re.
ganl to town or county lines.” Now, this
plan seems very plausible and ressonable
ut drst blush, il I understandd him aright,
snd would answer a good purpose in bulld.
{ng “certain lines of travel” by voluntary
contribation, as 1 propose, but sot by taxa-
tion and appropristion, as he suggests.
This plan reminds me of a political scheme |
that Lad its effect many yesrs ago. It was
ealled the Gerrymanter, after the name of
the 1oventor, and proposed to arrange
counties contiguous to each other lnto a|

congressionsl district, so0 ss to return 4
member of congress of the same party as
Mr. Gerry -

However well this plan might do lo ar
rapging counties with congressional dis |
tricts, it would hardly Co In arranging sec.
tions, half and quarter sections, nnd 50’
contiguous snd “cornering" with ench oth- |
er lnto road aistriets,

The gerrymander might extend ltself
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tescher for the winter scheol © These we
if not now, in the back distnets, moote
questions when I followed the duties of
pedagogie, ns el so as the tile dralnag
und brides questicns of the present da
And now, that I have become director,
would Jike to “magnify my office,” and
could not do any Letter than by represen
ing my district In an association, an
¢ arging up expenses to the school fun
For the same reason all the coroners of th
State might meet in convention to discus
the manipulution of public corpses; ang
for instance, to memorialize the legislatus
to furnish each county with a galvanie
tery, 80 that when a “stiff"" was found
some diteh, or hedge, or some other secr
spot, with his throat cut from ear to ear,
# pistol ball through his head, he might
made to tell by wetiong, if not by words,
nnd “actions speak louder than words,"
whether it wus done per «e or per alia ; &n
thus enable them to render a more intal
gible verdict thun sometimes happens
such cases, So, also, might the sheriffs
the Swte hold a conclave at the capl
once 4 year, to fix their fees and perqu
ites, and to discuss the varicus modes
eatine. washing and ironing prisoners,
thut they can be more comfortable In the
calls, und when they break juil will not
impeded In their locomotion;—or, ha
best to manage mobs when they come
disguise to take out a eriminal ‘o har
him. These uwl “other officers” mig
hold their unnual meetings and charge v
all expenses, including “wine and clgars
to thelr respective counties,

It might be well, also, for the board
supervlsors to appoint delegates from ead
town to hold a grand council at Springfie
at the saume time with the legislature,
a8 to be s kind of co.ordinate hranch
that august body. Asthe railronds and b
tels will offer reduced fure, thelr milea
and per diom might be considerably 1
sened to the taxpayers at home, The
ceuncl's might Le productive of a gre
desl of good to themselves; they mig
learn how to settle with county treasure
clerks, sheriffs, and other of the cot
honse “ring," without calling io the assi
ance «f “exparts” and “shadows " As t
i= 4 free country and an sge in which
sorts and conditions of men,” whether 1
or clerical, have a right to orgunize the
selves into a convention, or synod, or co
cil, or asgoeintion, or union, or institute,
club, or society, or any other name th
may choose to call themselves, whet
Nibilist, or Sociallst, or Anarchist, or H
ticulturist, or Woman Suflragist: wheth
Hivites, Hicksites or Jacobites . wheth
advocates of Mormonlsm or Athelsm,
Henthenist; whether Free Musons, or O
Fellows, or Knlghts of Labor . —all have
right to meet together for thelr own goe
und to discuss public and private afTaire,
open or in secret sesslon, provided th
commit no overt act of treason, or viols
none of the fundamental laws of the lan
And it matters not how “inflammato
their speeches may be, provided their 1
%uuga is within the bounds of commn
decency and of purity.

Commissloners of highways, school
rectors, us well as teaclhiers, coroners, sh
1T, and all religlons and political bodi
have a right to hold their conventions,
socistions or caucuses, unmolestad by
mob and under the protection of the lav

Those who take no special interest
such gatherings und assemblsges, and t
payers, whose rights ought to be respect
will have no reason to complain, provid
they meet together at their own expense
at the expense of the parties that
them.

It is right that all trades should hi
their unions, that all erafts should b
their clubs, and that all men that s
sympathy with each other should afilig
They should meet together for their v
protection and the public good. “Mi
loves company.” Man, 10 some extent
# gegarious animal,

* Birds of a feathier
Should flock together,”
jut there 18 no reason why all the avia
rookeries and dovecotes In the Stute sho
expect to be supplied with grain from
public crib.

There is no resson why Hortloultur
should be entitled to any more protect!
than Soclallsts or Anarchists, or that apy
pristions should be made to them in

lerence to other Kindred societies. I

growers and dairymen, hog ralsers
“hoss trotters,” bee Keepers und poulte
bird fanciers and carpists, awd all eth|
who become cranky under specialties, |
as equally eatitled to protection and apj
priaton, and should look as eagerly
expectedly for their rations from the j
lie crib us any of the favored few.
State and couaty faire are only suck, ¢



