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SPEECH OF HON. WILLIAM B. SIIEPARD, | next move of 1he abolitionists, anlegs we disbelicve ernment to punish, and the right of the citizen to

OF PASQUUTANK, their own publieations.
Delivered in the Senate of North Carolina, Janvary |saw an artiele in the Tribune newspaper of New

31st, 1850, in reply to Messrs. Haughton and Gil- | York, the organ of the abelitionists, advising the

mer, upon the rights of Secessicn, Revolation, &c. | party 1o be quiet for the present, and probably they

Hesolved. That the Constitution of the United States | Will adopt this suggestion ; they may permit the pre-
#+ a compact between sovereign and independent States. | sent session of Congress to pass 1"'“'? off, that the

It was but the other day, I . resist.

1 hold it.to be a plain principle of Constitutional
law, that as long as the people composing the State
of Nurth Carolina consent 10 remain in the Union,

"il is their duty to obey the laws enacted hy Congress.
Should they object toany law, their only appeal should

and all powers not therein delegated, zte reserved to the ' South may ealmdown, and as usual go tosleep.suppos- ' Congress refuse Lo repeal it, is to the Supreme Court ;

States respectively ; that among the attributes of sover- ing the subject finally settled. A new Congress will
eignty retained by the several Statex is that of watching | come in.

‘and that all open forcible resistance by them, wheth-

Itisalready ascertained that Mr. Seward, the ' er under State authority or not, is treason. This

over the operations of the General Government, and pro- higher law advocate, has a inajority of the New York | Sir, is what is meart by this passage of the Repont

-tecting their cilizens from unconstitutional abuse on the | me:mbers his avowed chamnpions,and the balance ad-

one hand, and securing to them on the other, a strict ful- | mitting the purity and justice of his motives, nerely
filment of the oblizations imposed by the Constitution doubling their expediency.
upon the General Government. ! pjnn ol the Constitution, has heen defeated through

Resolved, That the people of North Carolina, as an | bis friends in law-loving Massachusetrs ; Ohio is in
organized political community, have the right to se- the hands of the freesoilers.
cede or withdraw from tie Uvion, whenever a majority | Northern States, powerfu} from their position, their
of the people, in Convention assembled, shall decide a ' numbers, and their wealth, under the direction of a
withdrawal neeessary, to protect their property or persons . man who acknowledges no control over his blind fa-

from unconstitutional and opprezsive legislation by the  naticism. A new move will be made upon the | n-! for if she has pal_'!l’d “'_itll all her sovereignty, she has ?snwreigmy in resisting the rederal Government, as
General Government; or whenever, by the failure of the ,litical ehess-hoard at Washington; members of Con- | no claim to obedirnce in such an emergency. She |admitted, she must have all the accessories of that

General Government to fulfil her constitutional obliga- gress will become excessively excited ; they will
tions, the people of the State may deem such a step nee- make the most violent speeches ; they may even limit

es3ary, inorder to secure the enjoyment of the rights, privi- | the duration of the Union, as one gentleman did last in doing so, she admits she is guilty of treason, and | her authority. If the gentleman from Guilfo

leges and protection guarantied to them by the Constitu-  winter, to one little fortnight. In the midstof all this  all who follow her fortunes may share the fate of therefore, reflected a little upon the necessary con-
tion of the United States; and in such an emergency, 2 | storm and fury. some gentle man, animated by the most traitors.” ‘This Sir, 1 maintain is strictly Constitu- | sequences of his own principles, he might have spar-
majority of the people of North Carolina, acting through ' jptense and patriotic devotion to the Union, will rise tional language, 100 plain 1o require the force of ar- | ed himself all the horror and terror he has manifested
the organized authorities of the State, would be entitled | in his seat and propose a compromise, the amount of gument ; and unless the people of the State assert the | at the State’s undertaking to pronounce who should

to the sole and undivided allegia wce of all her citizens.

i which will be the abolitionists will gain a lary

fore the Senate axa Committee of the Whole, Mr. She- wils sienalize our love of Union,
pard spoke as follows :
It was my intention, Mr. Chairman, at the com- minerity will we not invite the very course I have
mencement of this debate to have remained silent, here predicted 2—will we not proclaim to these pec-
and 10 have permitied, so far as I was concenne’, ‘he ple that we acknowlege no right in the people of
Report and Resolutions of the minority speak for' Nerth Carolina to withdraw from the Union for any
thewselves. They speak a plain language—one which  purpose whatever? But, say the gentlemen on the
which eannot be misunderstood, and I am glad they other side, althongh we do not admit the right of se-
do so. It is time our public men and our legislative cession, we will rebel or revolutionize.
documents should cease **to palierin a double sense.™ | 1 will now proceed, Mr. Chainnan, in reply to the
I would have adhered to this intention, had 1 not' gentlemen from Chatham and Guilford, and explain
found my humble efforts frequently alluded to by this doetrine of rebellion and revolution, and show
gentlemen who have spoken, and my previous re- that it will not answer their purposes 3 and that, if it
marks misunderstood aad misapprehended. xmeans any :ling practieal or useful, it must be pre-
At the commencement of the session, M:. Chair- ceded by secession. In faet, the gentleman from (hat-
man, | felt it my duty to lay before the Legislature ham admitted that he ditfered from me only in words.
a series of resolutions, involving what I thounght the Now, Sir, I won!d ask that gentlemen if this is a time,
rights and duties of the people of North Carolina. when the thief or robber is in the house, to-quarrel
‘I'hese resolutions were referred to a joint select com- abont the mode of_ejecting him?
mittee of hoth Houses ; and althouah I believe there
is no essentinl difference of opinion between the Iy claim the right for the people of North Carolina,
majority of the committee and myself, the majori- and I say, it is necessary they should now assertit,
ty preferred reporting back to the Senate a series of that should a crisis ever unfortunately arise when it
rezolutions which aim at reaching the object which 1 shall be necessary for them to use it, they may under-
desired in mine—not along the high-way of nations, stand how, and 1 what way, they mustdelend them-
which is open and free to all, who have the boldness selves.
and courage lo enter upon it, but throuzh bye-ways, I will not follow the gentleinan from Chatham into
over hedeesand ditches, in which many of the parties his investigation into the old Confederation ; we don"t
will finally be swamped,aud never perhaps reach the | differ on that subject. 1 understand the gentleman to
ohject desired. admit the true chancter ol cur present government,
L.et us, Sir, regard for a moment the present con- |28 stated by Mr. Madison and Mr. Liv ngston, 1o be
dition of the Southern conrtry. T'o my mind it pre- in the words of the latter, ** partly popular, acting
gents a most melancholy picture, one which fills me directly on the citizens of the several States—partly

with the mozt gloomy forcbodings. It is no pleasure (:derative, depending for its existence and action on |

to me to speak on this subjeet ; L do so with the great- the existence and action of the several States.”™ “That
est reluctance. Viewed in any manner in which gentleman further adimitted, that North Carolina had
it presents itself to my mind, I regard the question a * right to oppose her strength and her sovereignty ™’
of negro slavery as it affects the future condition not to the aggressions of the General Government, but
only of the Siate but of the whole Union, as the this, he contended, was a revolutionary right, and not
most deeply interesting and difficult problem which a right of secession.

can be presented to the mind of man. [ should des- It is safest, Mr. Chairman, in all controve rsies, be-
pise myself could I for a moment be willing to con- fore you commence the discussion, to settle the mean-
nect this great question, involving the condition, the ing of the terms you mean fo use. 1 have never
happiness, and existence itself of mi'lions of human contended thatsecession wasa right derived from the
beings, with the rise and fall of parties, eitherinthe Constitution. Isay in my resolutions, itisa right the
State or Union. No Sir, I wish to God I had polit- people of North Carolina have never surrendered,
ical influence to induce the people of North Carolina and if they never surrendered it, it must still remain
to look at this matter solely and exclusively as a State with them; otherwise our Govermnent is not one of
question—not as Democrats or Whigs, but as an in- compact, with only powess delegated by the people,
telligent commuaity of freemen, intrasted with the but one of consolidation.

Mr. W ebster, the cham- | emphatically denied.

1 am not advocating sccession at this time. I mere-

of this minorily, to which tihe gentleman from Chat-
' ham so much ohjected, and the truth of which he
‘I'he Report uses this language :
s Should the Siate of North Carolina admit that she
| has no right under any circumstances to withdraw

Here are three leading ' fiom the Union, but must rely for her protection upon !
_ what has been called her natural rights, and resort to |
rebellion or insurrection, she releases thereby her own |

. eitizens from all allegiance to obey her commands ;

| may raise the standard of revolt and collect around
" her banuner all the disaffected and discontented, but

ge part | right to withdraw from the Union, as the first 8tep  be considered traitors and rebels against her au-
The above Resolutions of the minority being be-'of what they contended for, and we, by subwission, teward asserting the right of revolution, they must | (hority.

remain in the Union and subwit to all its pains and

And Sir, should we reject the Resolutions of the penalties, and no State authority can avail them any- two long extracts, one from Mr, Madison's letter to

thing. For, saic Mr. Webster in his reply to My,
Hayne, * I maintain that between submission to the
decision of the constituted tribunals and revolution
or disunion, there is no middle ground—thers is no
ambizuous condition, half allegiance and hall rebel-
lion.” 1 would, therelore, say to the gentleman from
Cha tham, if he is in earnest in his willingness to re-
sist any oppression of the General Governinent
“with the whole strength and sovereignty of the
State,”” he must quit the Union to do it. He must eith-
_er remain in the Union, and acknowledge obedience
“to its laws, or goout of it and resist under the ban-
ner of his State ; he cannot, in such an emergency
serve two masters ; he must make up his mind o an-
swer the question of ancient Pistol, * under which
King Bezonian, speak or dic.”
1t seens to me, Mr. Chairman, that those geuntle-
en who deny the right of secession, but contend for
the natural right of revolution, have got into this
confusion of ideas, from not adverting to the source
and origin of our Government, “T'heir notions are rather
English than American. In England the doctrine is
that Parliament is omnipotent. It is the source and
origin of all power. On the contrary, in North Caro-
' lina, we have proclaimed the people the source of
- power, and our Governments, both State and Federal,
are established upon this principle. Nvither Con-
gress or the Legislature ean lawftully use any power
which has not been delegated to them in tieir res-
pective Constitution ; and when they do, they hecome
usurpers, and trench upon the liberties of the people.
In our State aflairs, the remedy lor any usurpations
"of the Legislature is easy and expeditions. The inter-
_esta of the people of the State are nearly, if not entirely
" homogeneous, and a change of the mewmbers of the
Legislature may bring back the State Government to
Cits just limits. Notso with Congress. T'he delegation
to that bo Iy from the people of North Carolina and
'of the whole South, is in the minority. A change of
members in North Carolina produces no results, and
the feeling and iuterest of the two sections upon the
,subject of slavery are widely different and daily be-
~coming more so. Now Sir, | wou!d ask what reme-
‘dy have the people of North Carolina, should Con-
' gress usurp powers not delegated, if they cannot
withdraw, and say in ke federa non veni 2 Gentle-
Lmen may say an uncorstitutional law is not bindingy—
 the Supreme Court would reverse it.  “T'hat is very
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Now Sir; I would ask any impartial man, who has

clearness of intellect sutficient to comprehend an ar-
gument, what unfairness 1 have done the opinions of |
Mr. Badger? Istated his opinions in his own words,
taken from his printed Speech. Mr. Badgeris an
accurate thinker—a man who uses proper words in
proper places ; and I have no doubt, ha.l he believed
the State of North Carolina as a political power had
a right to resist forcibly the general Government
and command her citizens to aid her, he never would
have said he acknowledged the same authority in
Virginia as he did in his own State. I have, there-
 fore, Sir, too-much respect for Mr. Badger’s intelli-
| gence 1o believe that he will be satisfied with the
{ defence of his opinions, made by the gentleman.from
{ Guilford, however much he may be gratified by the
| fervor of his zeal.

I will not exhaust the patience of the Senate and
|y own strength in illustrating what must be appa-
| rent, that if the State hasa right to exercise an act of

it unpardonable, Mr. Chairman, were I to address a North
Carolina Senate npon the subject ol secession, and fail
to introduce the avthority of a native son of the Siate.
whose mertiory is still endeared to nafy among us. I
mean Nuthaniel Mzcon—eclarum ef venerabile siomen—a gy
name that will be honored and respected in Nouith Car-.{ have purchaseddnd emancipatedall the ﬂ?ér:;p:'n Woulg
olina as long as her people can estcemn great purity of | land. Most of this money way spent in ‘“bsidi".'mﬂ')f-
character, #nd singleness of purpose, unbending integ- i Notthern press, and paying havelling orators l\.z_mit the
rity, anda Roman firmuess—a mind thif could not be se- | [ would ask the gentlemanawho seems 1o i)e l'_'“' Sir,
duced from the path of duty by the biandishments of | with Sctiptare, and who duubtless repeats iy, L."m'lgar
Washington « ¥ -werved from its republican simplic.ty oy | prayer, ** 1ead us not into temptation”aif | o !l!‘ daily
the trappings of office. I know Sir, that among the par- | done less than advise the penple of Noith (‘aru d have
asites of power and official station, it is fashionable to | te put implicil confidence in Editors, althay ;"ﬂl not
sneer at Mr Macon’s opinions, and I confess in my | ble, who were exposed tosuch gl‘eaitndcrup“g Venera.
vounger daya, when somewhat allmed with the ideaof a 11 is frequently asked, why assert the Fight *mptati py
splendid government, 1 undeivalued the solidity of his | if it dues exist 7 It shonld be asserted now oW, even
judgmnent. Riper experience has convinced me of my | man, that the public wind may take it op ‘_;‘ T Chaiy.
error, and I now believe, had Mr. Macon’s warning ° discuss it ; if we are in error, the people “fl” aMine, oy,
voice been regarded, that although W ashington City | i| we are not, the misapprehensions which p‘-‘_OI'rerl oy ;
might not have vied with the Capitals of Europe iu splen- | subject, and which have aperated very in'uriﬂ’“:‘i on thig
dorgand extravagance, it would have contained more | interests of the State in the late adju‘_“mim sly lor the
honest and patriotic hearts, and the voire of discontent polled forever: » Will be (i,
and disunion would not have been heard in the land.| [t may be supposcd, Mr. Chaitman from 1
This letter was written by Mr. Macon, in reply to one | [ have taken in this discussion, that | ;m ﬂ"
from the Hon. S. P. Carson, and conlains the following ! of people who believe slavery a blessing ;‘E ol the Cclasg
passages : ** The opinions of Gen. Washington, Mr. such sentiments ; in fact for vears Pa:t- Ih?nlurlam;,a
Jefferson, and Gov. Clinton, are known, bul not respect- | planting ax exteurive;y as wonld ave avoided
ed. I have never believed that a State could nullify and | nient and profitable te me, lrom By Bk b,“”l conve.
remain in the Union ; but have always believed thata kapecies of labor, Itis, however, recos aversion to 1)ig
State might sezede when she pleased, provided she |and aa such it is my duty, both asa eg_l!hied as property,
wonld pay her proportion of the public debt ; and 2Ais | dividval, 1o protect it both fuithilully ;l:ahtr and an jp.
right I have considered the best guard to public liberty | regard the secuiity of property the cnl:- "ﬂecnvpl_v. 1
and to public justice that could be desired, ; and it ought | social and political thbric._.”w'cm"iun“ifr slone of ayr
to have prevented what is now felt in the South—oppres- | zation and barbarisin, and the chief 'f"""‘f“ eivilix
sion. The proclamalion conlains principles as conirary | gtitution of government, W hens con OR)ECT 1n the i,
to what was the Constitution, as nullifi:ation. It is the | perform thissacred trost. i s u“w'H‘:erumrnt fails 1o
great error of the administration.” Here, Sir, we have | of its citizens, and is t‘un’dem!l?d o '-" otihe affeciiun
the clear and explicit testimony to the existence of the | of our State Constitution, o in I. -: firtst paragray.iy
right of secession by this honest man, that nobody cau | protection are in their I'l‘alure f"‘)s. Allegiance ang
accuse either of ignoiance of the theory of our Govern- | should of right be refused., w oy l;ticllprncal_. and the ove
menl, or of a want of patriotismm. Mr. Macon, at thedate | My great objection 10 the 1;1; \e other is withdrawn
of this letter, was probably beiter acquainted with the | j;an attack upon the slaye ro mf“.n'ﬂrmmsa is, that it
opinions of the great men who [ramed our govern- | puised, itistrue, becanse it !:'aullh )ﬁni ”‘e_ country—dis-
ment, than any man iiving. He had beenjintimate with | the weakness of the SnulhernhSlel S i
many of them. and associated with moust all of them, in | they will be better prepared for ”:‘::vc:,fu:h?l;rimﬁ
» Which wy

the conncils of the couztry. be certainly allempted belore many years have elansed
) f psed.

books and documents that noubody w

whieh weve worthlvss, merely m’.ﬁ?ﬂf'}ﬁ
to pon?nal 2ud political favorites. My,
wise llld that fthe ubalitionists Lad inves
in exciting Notthern pecple agninst slav

Ciative ;
Websler ]',’;:l::
ed more mop,

he inleregt
- sovereignty ; not among the least of which, is the

| right to declare what shall constitute treason against

had, have bee

| The gentleman from Guilford read to the Senate

\ the North American Review—the other from General
Jackson’s proclamation. 1 was very much surprised
‘that a gentleman who has, [ understand, a large legal
| practice, and who therefore must be in the habit of eri-
, tically examining the meaning of statutes and weigh-
ing the credibility of testimony, did not perceive that
_these two productions contradict each other. I will
first, Sir, dispose of this proclamation; and I think I
.can show 1o the Senate that from the circumstances
“under which it was issuned, it is entitled to no weight
-as a Constitutional arcument. 1 have, Sir, some right
to speak of Gen. Jackson. I voted twice for him for
the Presidency of the United States, and uander simi-
lar circainstances | would again do the same thing.
He was a man of violent prejudices and passions, but
‘ honest and patriotie, and sincerely attached to repub-
lican institutions. I served in Congress during his
Presidential term, and gave to his Administration such
support as I could, consistently with what I thought
the interest and wishes of my own constituents.
Those were days when a public man was permitted
to have some independence of thonght and action,
and was not expected to follow the lead of a few
party intriguers or be denounced and villified. 1 men-
tion these facts, Sir, merely to show that from my
associations I could have no ohject in undervaluing
any opinion of Gen. Jackson. Much of the reason-
ing and assertion of that proclamation was deeply re-

-

Mr. Chairman, should the Senate reject the Resoln- | [y conclusio : rear :
tions of the minority of the Committee, they will pro- | withdraw from l'lhgl{}n?:altrlmaln, belicving the vight to
claim to the world their belief that our Constilution is | |iberties and property of "';“, e ae:ll means to prolec! the
founded ir nodegree upon compact between the States; preservation Ofordeg 1 hoo, P‘l'"l! e, consiztent with the
that the people who framed it reserved to themselves no | ina will maintain and chtfﬁ ‘h"_"l’e“lﬂ!‘- of North Caro-
rights in their organized political capacilies as separale | their posterity unimpaired n:d 11 "laml i o g
States ; that our Guvernment isone of pure and unmixed ssinestimable to freemen and ﬂ.; = ?E]l“m“m.l e ngl.’ts
powers in all respecis—one of consolidation. Againslli Midable tulyrants only.
the tyranny or oppression of such a government, the | ) =
people can look to no resvurce for pratection, but unor- ! LEGISLATIVE PROCEED]BGS
ganized, undisciplined rebellion or insurrection against
lawful authority. Sir, in what respect does snch a gov- SENATE.
erament differ from that of Russia. except that we are Fripay, Jannary 10, 1851.
permitted to send a lew delegates to a Congress, the ma- | The Senate met according to adjournment.
Jority of which is notoriously hoslile to vur interesis 2 Messrs. Barringer, Shepa:;d. Cameron, and Thow-
The serfs of Russia can rebel against the oppression ol ‘a3 made various reports from their respectiv
their lord and master, and irequently exercise that nat- | T . P e._com-
I ! r mittees. The bills and resolutions reported will be
ural right which only serves fo strengthen the yoke and ' [ ioed on their third readine
increase the burcen that is laid upon them. Ourances- | —ye "p o e o ng- :
tors designed and framed no such governmeut as this. | . ° n(-i th l" o |e.f=ommmee'appolnted ta-super.
; . They knew full well, from all the lights and experience | inte e election, withdrew his report submined
getied by most of Gen. Jacksons’s supporters and | ¢ 1he world which were spread before them., that un- the day before, and made another report, stating that
friends ; and ""h}ls’- they “'J.o'c‘-’d that he had l.hrow_n checked power, enlrusted to one man or a set of men, 'no one had received a majority of the votes cast for
the weight of bis name agaiust the doctrine of nulli- | was always abused; they saw that history upon every ; I'rastee of the University, and that there was no
fication, they saw with |!nfelgued alarm that in his | page wasblackened by the encroachmentsand atrocities election.  [It was stated in our lust that Gov. Reid
anxiely 1o prostrate a political foe and revenge a per- ! ofpower, proving, saysa late eminent British historian— ' was elected a Trustee on the first ballot. The com-
sonal insult, he permitted the ardour of his feelings | it any proof were wanting—*: that power should al- ' mitee were mistaken. Upon 2 lurther count, it wis
to earry him so far that he was giving countenance | Ways be watched, and checked, and divided by every | seen that he lacked one vote, He was elected, how-
to some of the most pestilent heresies which have | possible contrivance > Our ancestors doubtless thoughl | gyer, on the first ballot on Saturday.)
ever heen advanced by the friends of an arbitrary or | 'hey had wisely provided against anticipated abuses, | BiLLs, ResoLuTioss, &ec.
consolidated government. Gen. Jackson, in his cool- | when they entinsted to the General Government powers | ng, Nicon a bill to amend the act extending the
; . 1t few and defined, and to the State governments powers ;,. . o 4
er moments, atoned for all this by explaining the ob- - - h 1 in their or- | limits of the town of Wilmington. Referred.
jectionable and doubtful passages of his proclamation, | 1o, 1 Merous ; Teserving lo [hemse ves | i Mr. Bunting, a resolution authorizing the Li
Jt f"llul'ld. p g i p “ ’ g'aﬂlzl“on as sepan'c communities, the 'lght to resume 10 olulion authonz ing L e. Il(‘l‘af)'
and deciared to the world that he still remained un- | or withdraw them whenever they were abused, or their | Board to loan three thousand dollars 1o the Trustees
changed in his beiief that the resolutions of "98 and | safety demanded it. of the Clinton Female Institnte, vpon their giving
Mr. Madison's Report, contained the true theory of vur | There is no fact more clearly proved by the history of | good and sufficient security for thesame, Read first
form of government. | the formation of the Constitation of the United States, | time.
T'his proclamation was undoubtedly the child of | than that its framers never designed or imagined they | On motion of Mr. Berry, a message was sent to
many fathers. 1t bears upon its face evidence of its |Were organizing a consolidated government. Such a{the Commons, proposing 10 adjourn sine die on the
various paternity.  Every shade of doctrine can gath- | charge,  although frequently brovght against the instru- | 934 jnstant.

nd most of

futare welfare of untold thousands of human beings,
who must look to them and them alone, for counsel
and protection, amidst the difficulties and daugers
which an injudicions management of this great ques-
tion must unavoidably bring npon them.

There is a weak and =illy practice indulged in by

This is ot ouly a necessary, but an unavoidahble,
inference; and it is no dnswer to say, that secession
would destroy the government. Undoubtedly it would
destroy the govermment, and so would revolution,
which the zentleman contends fer, il suceessful.

As 1 said, Sir, it was best to settle the meaning of

many persons, who, whenever this greatand perplex- words, let us examine w hat isthe meaning of the werls
ing subject is referred to, instead cf seeking a reme- revolution and rebellion.  Dr. Johinston, the best de-
dy for its solution, contant themselves with trite and finer of the meaning of words, says revolution means
insane enlogiums of the Union. Were a physician **a change of government in a State or country ;"
called to visit a patient whose symptoms indicated rehellion he defines, ** an insurrection against Jaw tul
the approach of a dangerous and fatal disease, toeon- authority.”  Thus in Fagland, in 1653, it was called
tent himself simply with extravagant praises of the a revolution, becanse the government was changed

blessings und benefits of health, the patient would from the divine right of Kings, toa government hy |

probably die. and the public would think the doctor King, Lords and Commons; our revolution in 1776,
a quack. What, then, should they think of those po- wus justly so called, hecaose it changel the govera-
litical ph-sictans, who cannot avoid knowing that a went of this country from the British Parliament, and

vast majority of the non-slaveholding States are hos- vested all authority in the people, and proelaimed |

tile to the institation of slavery—that this majority them the source of all power, as will bz seen by a
has now or will shortly have undisputed sway over reference to the first section of our bill of rights,

the general governinent, and yet these political doe- which says **all political power is vested in and de- |

tors prescribe nothing hut Union, Union! rived from the people only.”

We all admit the Union to be a great blessing, as Now, Sir, 1 have heard of but four eriginal furins
peace and harmony are infinitely preferable to confu- ofgovernment, viz: The monarchical, the aristocrat-
sion and disorder ; but the true question for a sensi- ie, the deinocratic or republican, or a mixture of these
ble man to decide, is this Union most likely to be tiree. The American people have universally prefer-
preserved and perpetuated by a tame submission to red the democratic or republican, nor have any of
injustice and wrony, or by a hold and unqualified as- those gentlemen, who contend for what they eall the
sertion of your rights and duties? Were the South- right of revolution, vet told us to which of the other
ern people united among themselves, there wounld be forins they propose going when they get ready for a
infinitely less difficulty in settling this question. change. 1 presume, therefore, Sir, from their silence
Could all the States interested in slavery lay aside on this very important point, that they did not use

for a time their petty party squabhles. and eternal the word revolution in its true and legitimate sense, |

quibbles upon the meaning of the Constitution, and but that they meant rebellion.
in Convention assembled demand from the otherStates I am confirned in this presumption from the fiet,
such an amendmnent of the Constitution as would pre- that they ail contend that they do not mean to lrave

vent forever all political agitation of this subject, we the Union, but to resist within it, which is nothing |
would have no more trouble with it, and the whole wmore than rebellion, or insurrection against lawful !

true, but the law may be unjust, and the Constitu-
tion violated, and the question cannot be bronghit he-
fore the Supreme Court: for instance, suppose (‘on-
' aress repeals the fugitive slave law. Can the Supreme
i Court take cognizance of such a breach of the dury
. of Congress und an express requisition of the Con-
'stitution ! 1t 1t can, 1 would be glad if some gentle-
“inan would point out the process. The sins of omis-
sion are sometimes as great as the sins ol comnis-
sion 3 and when the Government tuils to do s duty
Jitis egregous folly to look to any other source of
'redress than the telligence and patrictism of the
i peaple.
Alexander Ilamilton, a high authority in matters of
| State, once said that without 1ts patronage and means
i of corruption, the British Government could not exist,
| suspeet, Niry that a geod deal of this horror mani-
il:':;l-m’ by some of our statesmen towards sccession,
| which appeals to the people, arises more froma fear
lof losing the loaves and fishes, than from any
,apprehension that the people will do aught 1w
Pendanger their own liberty. The Federal Govern-
| ment at this thme, by means ol its enormous revenue,
{and the prodigality with which it is squandered, can
,command the services of aspiring genius. T'o the
rambitious, she offers attractive official swution ; to the
| mereenary, fat jobs and contracts ; to the voluptuous
| the attrictions of the Capital ; and in a'l she finds a
thost of admmirers and defenders whose talents and
'zoal areirresistible. \Whether they will not prove too

| strong for the liberty of the people, a few more years_they have granted to the Contederacy.”

 will levelope.

i The honorable gentleman from Guilford, in reply

i to the question * whether the people of North Caro-
lina in their organized capacity as a political cemmu-

' nity, had a right to resist an oppressive act of the
aeneral Government’ replied * that they had, but

3 . 8 : L it was revolution, and not sectssion as a right guaran-
country would go on inan harinonious eareer of hon- authority; forif they do not mean to leave the Union, ! . : 3

or and prosperity. But unfortuately, Sir, disunion at it is a misnomer 10 speak of the right of revolution.
home and union abroad seem to be our melancholy They certainly do not expectto remain in the Union,
fate. You may buy off for a time Northern aggres- and change its form of government.

sion by sacrifices to union, but you never will obtaiu ' Tt is apparent then, Sir, that the sentlemen from
permanent tranqnillity by such a course. The hardy Chatham and Guilford, by the right of revolution
and plandering Gaul periadically returned to the gates  mean the right of rebellion, if any s
of Rome as long as gold was offered him for his for- * said 10 exist. '
bearance, but when the sword of the patriot was '
thrown into the scfxle which weighed the tribute, he ' to alter or chanze their forin of covernment, is a right
learned to cease his depredations. So it will ba with asserted in the Deelaration of fmlvpemlenée ad.wit-
these anhern f;matlgs on the subj. et of slave ry. They ted by all our public men, and not denied h;' any of
never will cease their aggressions upon the insti‘u-  the gentlewwen who have spoken although I think
tions of the South until we convince them, in the they have misapprehended its ap ;licalione How this
most uutqlsmkeal?le manner, that we mean to de- rizht can be exereised by the it‘ti)')le of \'Ioﬂll Caro-
fend our rights with those armns and resources which i l i

| “nnv if th F sblie H H 1
the God of nature has placed in our possession. And | %y 2re obliged to, remain in the Uaion,

h ' . passes my enmprehension. » i i
Sir, unless the people can be rallied to this defence  ton and lji’il : il Lot

t > &8 fallieq | € l mer arose and denied having contended
under the authority of State institutions and State it was obligatory on the people to remain in the Union
}nwrposlllon, it is perfectly idle 1o talk of any de- when asserting the rinht of revolution ] Mr. Shep-
ence. ® £ . .] Mr. She

) ,ard continued. | do 1T 15-
I have not the least particle of hope for the South et e e

from any action of Congress. The result of the last have been so f,
session would, [ should suppose, convince every im- that sece
partial man that we have nothing to hope from that | verninen
quarter. We have lost in every struggle upon that ! prere
arena, and must always continue to do so. Sueh of th

are the all-powerful influences of wealth and power shouid have the right to withdraw from the Union
in Washington, that some of the sturdiest champions ' | contend moreover, Sir. 11 his right of revolution,
of Southern rights and interests have become sud- . which our anl‘eslo‘ . Sriptetnh e ho b o
nly and unaceountably convinced that we onght to' D £ Tnde

A Vi eclaration of |
be satisfied and contented with the late compromise, | and w ndepend

y such right can be

0 fortunateas 1o understand it. 1 contend
$8101 1s not only a necessary resnitin a go-
nt of compact, but that it is an indispensable
juisite to the right of revolution that the people
e State as an organized political community,

o st enee, must be surrendered,
A = Inust rest conlente i i Fe
although we lost all we contended for, or for which | still have the rizht to n\‘:ilih‘:l“h _'“l;e“lon.huu:l.}gs“p
the struggle commenced. | . faw fcom the Uniog.

- What is this jight of r i i
Even Texas, which got into the Union a ragged i mentlemen, = evolalion admitted by, these

= 2 5 el to | lono > Jar- !
bully, through a grass violation of the Constitution, is | olina, as dey velong 10 the people of North Car

: ! fined i i

made at Washington by a bribe of ten millions a decent | I will read the dl-'c‘i:l‘l:ll:i!)): ?'::T;ltlll:: ;ch::ll ';ﬂ';:';lu‘:::;i
gentleman, and lectures with the most becoming pro- | which says, » That henster = ‘fo f nvelln-
priety upon the beauties of Union and the Coustitu-  ment becomes destructive of lh::a e:rn:?so v;igz-—lhe
tion; proving beyond a doubt and by the most con- | welfare of the people—it is the right of the people o
clusive aqd patriotic argnments, that the Constitation | alter or abolisl it, and to institute new uvl:lrn!:]enl
may be vwlaledvtg get into the Union, but when onee | laying its foundations in suel i . 1 £ d urcran:
in, not even political death and destruction releases ! izing its powers in such fon . Prl'mf‘: es and org
us I':onl: its bonds; the grave of all our rights affords | most likely to effect their aal':l;sa:dl lifl';pilr:l:s{ e
“06;: t;ﬂrtfr:r‘)z!::‘tl?i‘:ﬁg‘;?:mnlsf ou do, look I | This Sir, was what the men who achieved our in-
Jast eotiipronites. © e O00 3 you do, look at the | dependence understood by the ri rht of lation; i

- Can there possibly ever again oc- | was a right to ch, y rigit ot revoiation; it
cur so good an opportunity for Congress to settle this | it answer the . © 0vermnent, and to wake
controversy with justice to all the parties? North | were im?ml‘:dil::;:ms. ;}jr which all Governwments
Carolina, by nearly the unanimous Resulutions of her | Sir, 1 maintain th :’th“c are of the people. Now
Legislature, and afterwards the other Southern States | Siates the ri I ‘f ose persons who deny to the
in Convention at Nashville, called upon Congress to | nagural ri htlitl‘l Ol Secession, but coantend for the
:ﬂhzre wl;'h" "-;’“'_PI‘Pmlaer she herself had establish- | their imliEidual c:?:;i:ul:;“:;nlwell;l' i s pe:tnplg :‘:

pon the adinission of Missouri, and which was | of revolution, but deay its lg \is important righ
greatly to the advantage of the North. This was not | character as States, ~ — © Leit in their Ssbociaied
only utterly disregarded, but Mr. Clay, the reputed | 7} will not consume th i
aulho_r of the h!issoug'l Cominromlu_. was the foremost ing that this limit is an 2 ":r;:.lof.
man in producing thl.s-brcach of faith, Sir, tie South | that if the people of m:“gﬁ,::“
:‘n.l{l g'?‘ .m.a‘ :sm:c.s::i:m::l :ponhthp floor of Congress revolution, they must have also the right t i
g ‘et worth contending for. The | it as an organized political co iy 1 oilis el it

next assault upon us will be the emancipation of the wou!d be of little practical mmunity ; otherwisa it
slaves in the Distriet of Columbia, and the suppres- It is very'a P h ical utility,
sion of the slave trade betwcen the States, ol Bl y.apparent, however, that these gentlemen,
will be a grand subjeet for a compromise ; and I have S e e

! denounce the right of se-
no doubt the North will be willing 10 make dh Seoar® cession, have confounded the right of sevolution, whieh
ern man who m:;‘y coax the South to submit to i,

they admit, with rebellion or insurrection a gai
\ n su; inst
oven Prostivat of the Ditel oot lawful authority. Now Sir, there is no suchgt?ling

. : S |as a right of rebellion. To contend for it i i
e cannel doubt, Mr. Speaker, that this will be the | 1wo contradietor y nghts, viz n ll?e d::;‘ Cll; T;::eg‘:ﬁ

the Senate in prev-
on of the right, and

The right of revolution, or the right of the people |

take the argument of either of the gentlemen, if T!

won in 1776, and affirned in the |

possess the right of

| tied by the Constitution. I never'knew bt!'lbrl.? that

|the people of North Carolina derived their rights

 fromn the Constitution of the United States. 1 thought

they claimed their freedom as an inh ‘rent inalicnable

lrighl derived from the munificent gift of an all-wise

{ and bountiful Creator. ln the monarchical nations of
| Europe the royal bounty grants tothe humble petition

| of his subject. rights and privileges. The free people

of America acknowledge no authority, not expressly |
! derived from, and delegated by themn. The gentle-
tman from Guilford has reversed this condition. He
| looks into the Constitution of the' United States, not
' 10 find what rights his constituents have surrendered, |
{ but what rights have been guarantied to thew. Leav-
ing the gentleman to settle this iinportant point with
his constituents, 1 will repeat what I have already
stated, 1 have never contended for secession as a
right derived] from or guarintied by the Constitu-
tion. I said in my resolutions submitted at the com- |
mencement of the session, ** that the right to secede '
from it (the Union) is a right of self-defence and pro- !
| tection w hich the people ot North Carolina have never |
{ surrendered, and never can surrender, with due regard |
| 1o their own safety an | welfare.”” This proposition |
{ I now maintain, and have heretofore maintained on |
{ the floor of the Senate, as in strict conformity with |
\ the theory of our Government; and if it has not been !
| surrendered by the people it is unquestionably re- |
1aerted to thewm. |

{ right of revolution if it means any thing, must bﬂi
' be preceded by secession ; that it is an absurdity to
| claim the right for the people of North Carolina to
' change their form of Guvernment within the Union.
Having disembarrassed the adinission of the gentle-
ma~ from Guilford from some difficulties which his
confusion of ideas had thrown around it, I will now
proceed to show the Senate that his reply to my ques-
tion admits the very point in dispute.

If the people of North Carolina, in their capacity
as an organized political community, have a right, as
the gentlemwan from Guilford adinits, to resist with
force any oppressive act of the general government,
they inust consequently have the right to command
the assistance of all the’ citizens of the State to aid
them in making that resistance effrctual ; which can-
not be done without withdrawing from the Union.
Otherwise, the State would be comnmanding her eiti-
zens to do an act which she hersell admitted in the
3rd section of the 3rd article of the Constitation of
the United States, was treason. There is no escape
from the dilemwa in which the gentleman’s admis-
sion places him, but in the right of secession. There
is, in the language of Mr. Webster, no half-way
ground between submission and revolution or dis-
union. 1n order to avoid this inevitable result of the
premiges of the gentleman from Guilford, ¢ertain po-
litieians in the Union have contended that the Feder-
al Government was formed not by the people of the
several States, through separate State action, but by
the aggregate mass of the whole people of the Unionj;
and consequenily, it is a consolidated Governinent,
and not a compaet. Jt is wpon this theory of a con-
solidated Government that Mr. Badger must have
reasoned when he said in his August Speech that he
acknowledged no more authority in the State of North
Carolina to dispose of his obligations, than in the

i i ioni 1, as being its ulimate tendency. was constantly
er something frem its perusal. Even the secessionist, | €7 . ;
though condeinned, need not despair of receiving ;de"'“]'a"d warmly repudiated. That monarchy was

e for i ot hat s the natoral and inevitable result of a consolidated gov-
some consolation, for it saysin one passage that ** se- | .., mont was admitted by all, and universally depreca-

cession, like any other rcvolulim'lary"acl. way be justi- | (od_ [ will not detain the Senate by quoting the pro-
fied by the extremity of oppression. It will probably | ceedings ot the several Conventiors, to illustrate so
furever remain unhnown who had the greatest agency | plain atruih; I will satisfy mvself with one passage from

On motion of Mr. Davidson, the Presidentand Di-
rectors ofthe Literary Fund were requested to inform
the Senate in what Counties the School Fund, as
mentioned in the Report of said Board, lies unem-
ployed, and the names of Chairmen of Superintend-
ants in said Counties; and also what Cueunties have

round and thickened over him.

< | city, and formed, consequently, by the same authority
I have endeavored to show to the Senate that the | which formed the State Constitutions.”

in concocting this celebrated paper ; there is verﬂ little
doubt, however, that the friends of Mr. Van Buren,
glad!y availed thewselves of the quarrel between the
Presidentand Mr. Calhoun, to turn both the popularity |
and wrath of the former against the latter, and his |
peculi r (lonstitutional opinions. For these reasons, |
Mr. Chairman, 1 would as soon think of consulting
Gen. Jackson's celebrated letter, in which he pro- |
posed the hanging of the Hartford Convention feder- |
alists, vnder the second article of war as this procla- |
mation 3 and 1 would suggest to the gentleman from

Guilford, that the next time he consults the procla- |
mation as a commentary on the Constitution, he had E
as well read the letter. It may serve to moderate the

ardor of his admiration. 1 will dismiss this suhject |
by reading from Gen. J:ckson's inaugural address in |
1829, an extract, which will show what were his
opiniors upon the rights of the States in his cooler
moments, and before he had ftelt the influence of pow-
er. His inaugural in 1829, contains these words: **In
such measures as | shall be called on to pursue in re-
gard to the rights of the separale Stules, 1 hope to be |
animated by a proper respect for those sotereign mem-

bers of our Union, taking care not to coufound the |
powers they hace reserved lv themselves, with those |

]
i

The letter of Mr. Madison, which the gentleman
read, is a very different affair; and if, Sir, [ thought it
undoubtedly bore the construction the gentleman fromn
Guilford puts upon it, I would surrender my own opin- |
ion. There has been no man in this country whose |
opinions upon a Constitutional’question is entitle | 10
such respect as Mr. Madison’s. He was coeval with
the instrument itself and had a large share in framing
it,and putting itinto operation. He was a man, from his
personal character, eminently entitled to confidence.
His mind was philosophical, and his temper placid.
He rezarded the instrument, notas a political partizan
acting for the moment, but as a statcsman looking
remotely into futurity for the benefit of posterity.
Such a man could have no object but the public good.
He descended gently to the tomb—his opinions undis-
turbed by personal controversies—surrounded by eve-
ry earthly blessing, and recorded honors have gathered

Let us now eiamine this letter of Mr. Madison,and
sce if 1t ean bear the construction the gentleman from
Guilford has put apon it. The letter commences by
stating the true character of our governmeunt. *In
order, says Mr. Madison, to understand the true char-
acter of the Constitution of the United States, the
error not uncommon, must be avoided, of viewing it
through the mediumn either of a consolidated govera-
ment, or of a confederated government, whilst it is
neither the one or the other, but a mixture of both.
And having no medel, the similitudes and analogies
applicable to other systems of government, it must,
inore than any other, be its own interpreter, according
to its text and the facls of the case.” Again, he says,
« It was formed by the States; thatis, by the people
in each of the States, acting in their sovereign capa-

Here, sir, we have the unqualified testimony of Mr.
Madison as guoted by the gentleman himsell, agaiast the
doctrine that the Constitution of the United Staies 13 the
result of the general will of the people of the United
States, acting in their aggregale capacily as one cowm-
munity, and consequeunlly independent of any separate
State control or Stale aclion. Mr. Madison then goes
on to ennmerate the several provisions of’ the Constitu.
tion intended tosecure the rights of the States against
usurpations and abuses on the part of the General Gov-
crnment When these are all exhausted, he uses these
remarkable words to which [ will particulatly call the
atlention of Senators : ** And in the event of a failure
of every Constitutional resort, and an accuwmulation ol
usurpations and abuses, rendering passive obedience and
non-resistance a greater evil than resistance and revoiu-
lion, there can remain but one resort, the last of ali—
an appeal from the cancelled obligations of the Consti-
tutional compact to original rights and the law of self-
preservation. Thisis the ultimaratio under all govein-
ments, whether consolidated, confederated, or a comn-
pound ol both ; and it cannot be doubted that a single
member of the Union, in the extremily supposed, bul
in that only, would have a right, as an extra an ullra
Conaslitutional right, to make the appeal.” Mark this
language, Sir. It says a siugle member of this Union,
a State, not a crowd of unorgunized rebellious individ-
uals, ean make the appeal to original rights. And how
is the State to inake theappeal 2 By remaining fettered
by the ** cancelled obligations ol the Constitattonal com-
pact ” No Sir, she steps lorth a sovereign power re-
mitted toall the rights of sovereignty, a part of which
she had surrendered, but has now resumed, todefend her
citizens against wrong or oppression. This, Sir, I con-
tend is the true meaning of the letter; and it is precisely
what I have urged to the Senate, asa right belonging to
the people of Noth Carolina, and what the minority assert
in their report and 1esolutions. If' this construction of Mr.
Madison’s letter is the irue one, and | cannot perceive

| State of Virginia or New Hampshire,

wherein it it is defective, it bears directly against the
| position of the gentleman from Guilford. 1 would deem

Mr. Madison’s Report to the Virginia Legislature in "98:
‘* That the obvious tendency and inevitable result of the
consolidation of the States into one sovereignty, would
be to transform the republican system of the United
States info a monarchy, is a point which seems to have
heen sufficiently decided by the general sentiment of
America. In almost every instance ol discussion, re- |
ialing to the consolidation in question, its ceﬂain‘:en-
dency to pave the way to monarchy seems not to have o :
lree-nyc'unlr::led. T]w} prospect of iuch a consulidation mg:m..” I'hese Resolutions apj rove the late "t compro
has formed the only topic of controversy.” | mise and decla-re that the repeal or material wodi-
I would now ask the Senate, in the language of trath | fication of the fugitive-slave law would ** produce
and soberness, % we are not 1nviting this admitted ten- | Such alienation as would render the further maintain-
dency of our systemn, by denyinz 1o the people of a State | ance of the Union very diificult, if not utterly impos-
the right to withdraw from the Union when their satety | sible.” ‘They were rejected—yeas 18, nays 30.
requires it 7 What other check can there be to mis-} Mr, Caldwell of Burke, moved to amend the 41h
government, when all entreaty and remonstrance have | Resolution, so as to provide for the calling of a Con-
failed 2 . vention in certain contingencies contemplated in the
Mr. Living:ton says in the spcech q"‘_""}d by the gen- | ,1,ir4 Resolution, to take into consideration the * sol-
tleman from Guillord, * thal the theory of the Federal emn duties ” then devolving on the State in her re-

3OV 11 * l f ) - s 1) -
Government being the re-ult of the general will of the lations to the Federal Government. ‘I’he Senate re-

people of the United States in their aggregate capacity, | = bt :
and founded in no degree on compact between the States, | used to strike ont—yeas 17, mays 30.  So the mo-
tion was rejected.

would tend to the mos: disastrous results ; thal it would 3 .
place three-fontths of the States at the mercy of one- { Mr “ameron moved toamend the third Resolution,
fourth,an | lead inevitably to a consolidated government, | by stniking out the words * North Carolina would
axd finally to monarchy. il the doctrine were generally ;and ought to regard as inconsistent. with her longer
admitted. and if partially so and opposed, to civil dis- | comtinuance in the Union,” and adding at the end of
sensions,” . sai¢ section, ** would be inconsistent with her rights
Mr. Chairman, if wasin reasoninz upon fhese general | and safety.” Mr. Cameron subsequenily withdrew
principles which are unalterably true, that Mr. Macon | is motion, when it was renewed by Mr. Haughton.

doubtless arrived at the conclusion expressed in his |et- ‘T'he iSenate relused 10 strike out—yeas 18, nays 30
17 = & 1 ) 1 . - - - =
ter, viz: * That the right ol secession was the best So the motion was rejected.

gnard to public liberty.” In our complicated syztem of . : k . T
government, which was intended by its iramers tohe | L 1e Senate took a recess till 3 o’clock.

one of checks and halances. the only cerfainand efficient =3 ,
I'nree o'cLock, P. M.

restraint upon the Federal Government, mnst always be . 4 ’
the reserved powers of the peapie of the States ; not as The Senate re-assembled according to adjournment.
SLavExy QUESTION. )

unorzanized masses, bnt through their State Govern-
ments. We have given lo the FFed:ral Government un- Mr. Caldwell of B., again offered (substantially)
:;:::’."-“l"!';“:r":"s‘;:"’u:t::el":‘;?:k::‘i_'ﬁf T::“::f]:!h:rr::; his proposition for a Convention, to come in-by way
Stitis deny to tEvmselvt’B v othiee mmpmlpnv" this | €f amendment beiween the third angl fourth Resolu-
Government than unorganized insurrection or rebellion, | HOPS 3 and said proposition was rejected—ayes 15,
wkich are never resorted to by the people uatil their | POeS 30. . .
personal «ufferings become intolerable, and we will then | M. Bynum moved to amend the third Resolution,
by striking out all afier the words ** North Carolina ™
to the word * Union,” and inserting ** will and ought

have established a government which in a few years will

never have been equalled by any other since the days

of Iitperial Rome, for its indiflerence to,the wants and | to resist, even (as a last resort) to a disruption of

sufferings of the remote provinces. every tie which binds her tothe Union.”” The Sen-
The gentleman from Guilford alluded to my argnment | ate refused to strike out—yeas 20, nays 26. o the

drawn from the rapidly increasing population of the | motion was rejected.

blacks; and although he admnits the truth of the argnment, Mr. Haoghton moved to amend said Resolution by

he consoles himself with the reflection that the danger | gtriking out all betweeh the word * Assembly ™ and
therefrom is very remote, and asks in what manner S

2 . the words * the abolition,” and adding the following
would the Southern States be able to prevent thig result | e e S e
by a dissolution. 1have no fears w har:ever, Mr. Chair- | ".ht-’ end‘?fhui'jl ’-e""f',“ .'l'h“ guld. shdangeraie A
man, of a dissolution of this Confederacy ever arising ervation of the Union, e Senate refused to strike
from an emphatic asseition by the Southern people of | °0t—Y€a8 19, nays 25. So the motion was rejected.
their rightand their determination to withdraw, upon | Mr. Bynom moved the following as an amendment :
any improper interference with slavery by Congress Resvlved, l'}ﬂ‘ in the opinion pf this General As-
I believe that should the North find we were united and | sembly, there is a govermnent of the United States,
in earnest, she would most willingly consent to treat us | having 2 Constitution adopted by the people of the
as equal members of the Confederacy, and accede to our | several States, acting in their highest sovereign ca-
rights as such. On the contrary, should she unfortu- | pacity.
nately for her own interest, continue to be governed by | * “I'his Resolution was rejected—yeas 20, nays 21.
blind fanaticisin, and drive us to the last extremity, we | “The guestion was then taken se arately on the
could retire from the Union, and unitec with the other | pogolutions, when the first and secol::ld w . unani-
Southern Statex, open for our superabundant slave pop- monsl d " d. Ti 2 follows & ore
ulation, an asylum and an occupation in the uncultivated o MY IS 8 JOLOWS]
regions of the South. HResulved, T'hat, in the opininon of this General As-
Mexicoand Central America contain millions ofacres '{?“Ebly' Nu“t-‘ Direling m deaply: devosed :jo ke
of fertile land, admirably adapted te the black race, nion of the States, and “'!l to the utmost enceavoy
which will probably forever remain a wilderness with- | ¢ Preserve and perpetuate it, so long as the Union
out such laber. Can the gentl:man doubt the capacity | i1self shall secure the great and benificent purposes
of the South to take po-session ot this comparatively un- | for which it was forimed.
occupied territory 2 [ would ask him who it was that Resolved, That while we do not approve of all the
conquered Texas, and what troops were those that over- | provisions of the compromise by Congress, called the
ran Mexico ? Mr. Chairman, Providence poinis to the adjustment, still, from a fraternal spirit of forbearance
fer'ijer egions of the south as the permanenta bode of the | owards our brethren in the non-slaveholding States,
and a sincere and heartfelt atlachmznt to the Uunion,

hlack man, and as the only spot which offers any hope
to the friend of humanity, that he will ever be elevated we are willing to acquiesce in said compromise—rhon-
esily andfaitly"ﬁlfy carried out,

in the scale of human beings. I forbear, Mr. Chairman,
ta discuss this matter further ; but if by remaiming in the :
Union, with the Wilmot proviso practically applied to I'he third Resolution, as follows, was then read :
us, our fa‘e is inevitable—if not in the shoit space of | Hesulved, ‘I'hat while we are disposed to accept the
time [ have heretofore supposed—still to our posterity | said compromise as the work of peace, we deem ita
not very remote, the awful alternative must be prescri- | gacred duty to warn the people of the free States
bed, either to amalgamate with the blacks, or v their against any further encroachments upon our rights,
;:‘nuntry:\l ask the gentleman—I ask every man who | o 1o declare explicitly, that in the opinion of this
s:"il::a.bﬁ‘::-l:::v:a:;:? e 'boa:om,ij lf; ne woud noL| General Assembly, North Carolina would and ought
The gentleman from ét:iff:r:i’ ::gnleom of his way | ' regard as entirely inconsistent with her '““ge.' oo
ta lecture me for my allusions to what he is pleased '{ tinuance in the Un'!on, ll:? abolition qi' slavery in Ihi;
call the venerable Editors of the Intelligencer and | Pistrict of Columbia by Congress wilhout the consen
of the slaveholding States, and incompatibly witk
their safety and interest; or any act of Congress, pro
hibiting the citizens of one slaveholding State from
removing their slaves toany other slavehelding State;

Union. So faras my observations went, there wag great

dissatisfaction felt regarding the course of both (hese
or a refusal hy Congress to admit into the Union 28
a State any Territory belonging to_the United States

faiied 10 make returns, and the names of the Chair-
men in said Counties.
Tue Spavery QuesTioN.

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of
the unfinished business of yesterday, being the lies-
olutions on Slavery.

Mr. Gilmer offered his Resolutions, submitted seme
time since, and published in this paper, as an amend-

papers on the slavery question during the late discussion
of that subject. [ am not so familiar with the Union,
but [ have beena constant reader of the Intelligencer
for many yeare, and [ have particulaily noticed its course
on that subject with great regret. Southern men con-
tending for what they believed to be the rights and in-
terests of the South, were generally denounced as dis-
umionists, witraists, Hotspurs, &c ; whilst the course of
Northern mcn on the same subject, if condemned at all,
was done in the moet soothing and gentle terms. Mr.
Benton said in a speech on the floor of the Senate last
session, that Congress was in the habit of investing, not

on account of the existence of domesti¢ slavery with-

mischievoas principle of the Hilmot Provise to the
Territories of Utah and New Mexico; or eny ad
which repeals the recent act for the reclamation of
fugitive slaves, or so modifies the same as essentialiy
to impair its efficiency and usefulness.

thousands, but tens of thousands of dollars in publishing '

Mr. Cameron moved to amend by striking out the

in its limits ; or any act applying the dangerous and -

r




