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The President's Message on Kansas Affairs
will be read witb interest in nil parts of (be

country. The questions connected with the

subject are discussed in a clear and forcible
manner, which cannot fail to have its effect.
We trust that its views may be regarded witb4
out passion or prejudice on either side.
The reception of the Message, in the Senate,was followed by an assault upou it by

Mr. Trumbull, of Illinois.followed by a vindicationof its principles, by Mr. Toombs.
Mr. Pouglas reserved his comments until
auother occasion.offering, however, a memorial,signed by the Governor, Lieuteuant-G >vernor,and other officers elected under the
constitution framed for the State at Lecomptoo.remonstrntiiii' in verv urgent terms

* p.Jragainst tbe admission uf Kansas under that
constitution.

In the House of Representatives, after the

Message was read, a motion was made to referit to a select committee ; pending which
motion, and after a speech from Mr. Hughes,
of Indiana, in support of tlie Message, the
House adjourned.

In the Senate, on Tuesday, Mr. Seward
avowed his intention to support the Army
bill. For this, be was taken to task by Mr.
llalc.be did ni t see bow a "Republican"
Senator could be found sustaining tbe policy
of the administration. Mr. Seward leplied
to Mr. Hale in a speech of considerable power,
and with decided effect. He declared his views
to be those of a statesman, bounded by no

ucb prejudices as those indicated by the
Senator from New Hampshire.

The Fredericksburg Herald ably seconds
tbe Richmond Whig in opposition to the

proposed "Free Negro bill." It regaids the

bill as u'just and cruel, and proposes that
our present laws be faithfully executed, in-
stead of passing one like that now brought
forward.
Richmond will not only bo visited by military
companies and masonic lodges from Wash-

ington at the coming inauguration uf the

W ushington monument, but by a delegation
from the "regular correspondents" of die-
tant journals, who constitute a feature of mc-
tropoliian ill*.

%Arrangements are about to be made for
aa extra train of care from Fredericksburg,
for Richmond on tbe morning of the 22d
inst., for eucb ae may design attending t!ie

inauguration ot tbe .Statue of tbe Washington
Monument. It ie probable tbat the Masonic
Lodges will attend iD a body.

Kaney, the famous American horse tamer,
baa lately been exhibiting succcsiully his
wonderful power over vicious horses, before |
the Queen, Prince Albert, and tbe royal
family, at Windsor.

The bill for making appropriations to suy-

ply deficiencies for tbe printiug of the lust

two Congresses, bae been rejected in the

House of Representative?, by a vote of 130
to 07.

Mayor Tiemann has punished another Peter
Funk auctioneer in New York, by trakirtghiui
disgorge tbe amount out of which he h^d
swindled an unsuspecting German from Iowa,
and also taking away his license to sell.

It is said tbat quite a strife prevail? in

Richmond between the inspectors on the one

hand and tbe merchants on tbe other, as to

tbe amount of draft Hour that should be taken
» L 1 .1
Irum eacu uauci.

The authorities of the Powhatan Steam-

boat Company are about making application
to the Legislature of Maryland for the pur-

pose of having their capital stocfc increased
from $100,000 to the amount which thepref-
eot charter allows them to issue, to $200,000,
aud it will, uo doubt, he gruotcd.
The first forty miles of the Norfolk and

Petersburg Railroad were formally opened
for travel last week, the first'train being that

of an exauiiuiog committee, embracing two

of the members of the Board ol Public
Works, Messrs. Holladay and Boyd.
The Bedford Schtiuel says that the court

of that county have changed the time of holdingthe February term, to afford those who

desire to be present at the celebration of j
Washington's birth-day, in Richmond, on the j
-2d, an opportunity o( doing so.

The Poatmastei5 General has recently de- |
eided that if Postmasters do not give pub- I

lishers of newspapers notice that their pa- j
pers remain in the post office without being
taken out by the subscribers, witbiu five
weeks, they are liable for pay.

ti. a,id insulating properties
A UC V*®x»w* «v . of
gotta pereha are among the most remarkablefacta which pertaio to this useful

substance.the degree of such insulating
property depending ujou the quality ol the

article.

There were 75,000 bushels of corn in the

Norfolk market on Tuesday and Wednesday,
the whole of which was purchased at To*
cents for white, and GO for yellow.
Some of the farmers in Fauquier are in

fa?or of changing their staple crop from wheat
to tobacco. The samo may be aaid to he true
in both Stafford and Spotsylvania.

The Grand Jury, at New Orleans, has ,

refused to find a true bill against Gen. Walker,
and be is free from arrest.

A fire io New Orleans, on the ist instant,
destroyed, the Mug tzioe market store. Loss

$50,000.
'

A merchant io Torout <, Canada, died on

Monday, whilst setting in a dentist'* chair,
oder the influence of chloroform.

.
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The counsel of Tuckerman, tbe mail rot-
l»er, contend that three ol tbe lour counts

against bim must be set a-dde, as the G>vernmehtcar.not fix upon the place wbere tbe robberytook place, nor designate tbe jurisdiction
that has cognizance of tbe offence. It in clear
that tbe mails were robbed four times between
New York and Springfield; but in three cases

(Mr. llolbrook indentifying the spot where
one of them took place) the question ari-.es,
did the robbery t ike place io tbe State of
New York, Connecticut or Massachusetts?
This is an interesting question, as the roL;bery took place on the cars wben they were

g >ing at the rate of 4W miles an hour. I'erihaps some further legislation wiil be neces|wary in order that mail robberies on the cars

may be placed witbiu the jurisdiction from
whet oe the mails start, or through which
tbey pass.

Advices from Montevideo to the 18th of
November, state that remarkable events bad
tiken place there. Tbe President dissolved
Congress by force, and banished without triIal twenty persons belonging to tbe opposijsion. Tbo House of Representatives was in*
vaded by a force of one hundred men and
two pieces of artillery, and the members were j
ordered to close their session. The cause ot
these disturbances was the treaty of commerceand limits with Brazil, which Govern
meut desirtd sbouid be approved.
The Boston Traveller cays of the shipping

interest iu the State of Maine:."The prospectsof the business of this State ure, at the

present time, particularly gloomy. Ship-|
building is completely ptostrate, and no new

contracts are made. The whole seaboard
community, so ex'eusively engaged in ship-
ping interests, are daily paying drafts from
their ships, batqies, brigs, and schooners,
instead of retniuanoes; tor, let a vessel go
to uny port, her freight does not pay her ex

peases."
The 71 4 regiment of the New Y >rk volunteeriiiilitisi his recently given evidence

of grout proticieiiey in drill and discipline,
equalling (if not surpassing) the fatuous
7th. A meeting !' its members was recentlycalled, with a view of organizing a

loroe of such us were disposed to make an

excursion in the curse of the ensuing,
spring to Philadelphia, Baltimore, am!
\Va-hmgtori. Fr on the spirit manifested,
it was thought that the party would uum- j
her at least 150 mu-kets.

Kev. Messrs. Leonidus ll»sseratid lieorge
W. Carter, of the Methodist ehurob, addressedthe people of Salem, Ya., last week on

the questions that divide that church in the
United States, and in defense of the M. K.
Church, S mth. Mr. K spoke rune hour-,
and Mr. 0. four and a half. Their speeches
tire said to have been characterized by great

ability and eloquence. K.-v. B. 11. Nadtil
ably defended the M. K. Church aud the
Baltimore uonference. j
The editors of papers published in the

State of Ohio, recently held a convention
at Cleveland, which was generally attended
by the fraternity. Fentiviti es, addresses, and
business retdered the meeting one of very
great pleasute to all. The advanced pay
system lor subscription was strenuousiv insistedon. The bu-iness conquered related
principally to the local interest* ol the press
ot that State.

A bu.-t of Chief Justice liutledge, ordered
for the Supreme Court-room at the Capitol*
ha* been commenced at Florence, by Mr. AlexanderGait, a young Virginian. lie in yet
on the runny side of thiity, and from the
work he has already accomplished has re-

fleeted honor on his native State, which has
paid him the high compliment of ordering
from liini a lilt-size stutue ol Tbcmas Jefferson.j'
The Bulletin ol the United States AgriculturalSociety, for j^H>ruary, has been

promptly issued, and will bo gratuitously
distributed t > all who ui »v call for it at the

I A .. %

secretary's office, Mo. JOo Pennsylvania avenue,in Washington. It contains a con- i

densed report ol the proceedings of the re-

cent annual session ot the society, at which
the sorgho, impbee, and other interesting
topics were discussed. 1

The Monthly Table of Marino Losses for

tho past month shows an aggregate of eigli-
teen vessels, of which five were ships, three

were barques, two were brigs, and eight were

schooners. The total value of property lost
was four hundred and ninety-three thousand
five hundred dollars. This is the value of j
property totally lota, exclusive in aauiuge 10

vessels not amounting to u total lost*, and of i
partial losses of cargo. j

^ .

The last New York Courier says that "the

spirit of speculation is such, even at this

early hour, after the depression of a few

we< ks since, that capitalists are again eager
to enter the Stock arena, nnd purchase bonds

and shares offering from 7 to 8 per cent, in-

teiest." Here is a text pregnant with significance,and calculated to fill every reflectivemind with uneas'ness nbout the future.

In Boston, on lust Thursday, Jerome

Have!, while performing in a piece which

obliged hiui to pass through the air on a wire about

six feet from the stage, fel 1 by the <

parting of the wire, arid broke two of his
rile, lie continued to perform his part not'

wi tbstsnding the accident, but it w ill prolo»-
bly be a fortnight before he is again able to

appear and resume ttie duties of his vocation.

The Kev. Bt-verlv Waugli, Senior Bishop
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is now

» Tl,. J
quite ill. at his residence tt» minraore. i oo

Baltimore Patriot of Tuesday evening savs (

that the Bishop was attacked on Katurday
morning with appoplectic eyinpt»»»»»., which",
in the opinion of his family physician, are

calculated to pjeite apprehensions. B.ahop '

Waugh in about 70 years of age.

It ie chronicled that one John JIopkitiR,
who wan so evil-disposed a» "to he concerned
with a par. y of riotous men in entering a

house near Georgetow n, and sprinkling anuff '

and cayenne pepper on the floor w here pet- I
sons were dancing, wnsfkod £3 and ousts." I

Fiat juntilia, ruat atlumi I

Tlie Colli life9 Llur, | j

The American public w ill learn w ith regret
that this line of steamers will probably soon «

cease to exist. The Journal of Commerce I

aays. .

'

There have been various rumors current in

tbis ciiv, for several days, in regard to the

Company owning these American steamships,
all pointing towards the final breaking up af j J

the Line, it appears that the United Statu
Government has declined to entertain any nc- (

gutiations for a renewal of the mail contract, i

which expires in Jons, and that an officer I
in the service of the Company weut out in <

the Baltic on the lGtn ult, to see what
xjould he done toward » fleeting a sale of the
vessels in Kurope. li-jport says taut the '

losses of the Coiupauy have used up their J i
available mean*. ,

1IA GAZETTE AN
The Virginia limit omls.

It in said tb it less fiaii three millions of
d 'liars will meet the wants of all the internal

improvement companies now* applying
for appropriations. We ute gratitieJ t>
learn from the beat sources, that the expectedappropriations can be confined within
such moderate limits. We are sure that expenditureswithin these lim ts will not only
be justified, hut required by the enlightened
I ubltc sentiment of the l?tite. The simple
question to be settled by t ie Legislature is,
whether the large investment ol tlie Stite in
our public works is to preservtd or destroyed.Whether it was right or wrong, originally,to make that investment, we cannot
c>>auge the fact that it has been made. We
have to act upon that fact like rational men,
and not like petulant children. A small
additional investjient will remiei t ic whole
available. in abandonment of the investmentwill render the wh >le valueless. If the
further expenditure ot three, four, or tiv"
hundred thousand dollars will give a fair returnnot only upon the new investment, I ut

refund a million alnady extended, is it not
the height ot folly to withhold the appropriation? As au illu-trutioo, we wili reler
to an existing case. The State has subscribednearly one million ot dollars to the
Orange and Alexindria Railroad. The
Company, unaided by tho State, in addition
to its original road to 0 <rdon»ville, has
made three-fourths of the roal ti Lynchburg.
The financial crisis has arrested the prosecutionof the wuik oo tbe resources of the
Company. A half million more will complex)it. It will then he one of the mo.-t

protitab e roads in tiie United States. The
Company undertake to pay the anuuai inteiOstt) the State and one per cent, as a sink-
inn fund. I'pun this ii'tiu of tin it a million
the State gets hack her seven j er cent, and
makes one million ot unpruducl vc Rai.roiui
stock yield ti. ;l and 10 per cent, per annum

to the Trea-ury. Besides, the value of ihe
State's interest in the stock of the Virginia
and Tennessee UiilroaJ will he heavily in-
creased. We do not know of any measure
belore the present Legislature that will
bring so much annual revenue into the Stite
Treasury as ttiis proposed loan to the Orange
and Alexandria Railroad Company. The
tax-payers ol the Commonwealth have a

right to require the Legislature t> tuke the
necessary measures to place this road in a

condition where such large returns arc so

certain to be made.
The suicidal poiicv of arresting the work I

of the great Central Kiilrcad iine uuist he
manifest to every intelligent and reflecting
\ irginian.

Look at the Condition of the Norfolk and
Petersburg und Manassas Cap Railroads.
In consequence ol the refusal of the last
Legislaiuie ti atlord aid, tl.e-o Companies
have been compelled to use their own credit
to keep their works iu progress, and are now

exhausted. A small appropriation to eich
will finish them as originally pr jocted, and
uiake their stock productive. Without such
afisis ance th»'ir engagements cannot lie met,
and these roads may he sold out t > satisfy
creditors; and what will he the resuit in
such an event? Wny, ueitner more nur iestIntoa total l« ss ol the original subscription
on the part of individuals and the State, and
the purchase of these works, pet haps fur a j
song, by N'urthero capitalism, w ho will grasp
the prospective earnings ol these valuable
Railroads. If sueh pi lioy be recognized, is
it not t io plain that the nine millions of dollarsrmw invested by tne State in the several
R tilroad lines will be perpetuated as a debt
on the 1 reasury, instead of being made pro-
tRable by rendering timely and necessary
assistance. There is too much intelligence
and pubiic spirit in the present Legislature
to suffer such a stats of things to ensue..
Let them appropriate the moderate sums

needed to relieve all the works Iroin embar-
ra-smeiit.especially where there is a pros-
peetut some immediate return, me outlay
cannot be very large Lr this purpose; but
whatever it t e. let a sufficient uuiount be
given, urid the finance of the .State protectedbv prnvi-ions law, .striwjml ami coer-

rive enouyh to cowy«7 punctual /xii/weut <>/ inttivslUs it ucri ucs, and oj j/i iin ijnl Jinulhj.
line can be done, all most ado it, with >u;

addition to the exi-ling burden ol taxation,
if properly regulated, and must im vitably
enure to the relief ol the Treasury of the
State to a greater or less extent.

Vet the only resi-t ince which tlie.-e mea-

sures w ill met t w ill come front tho^e who J
profess to be peculiarly watchful over the

Treasury, and to have a peculiar desire t'
r.Jiove the public feasury! Other works)
are similarly situated. 1'roinpt relief Will
insure their soccers and preserve the inter-
est of the State. A refusal to make iurthcr
expenditures, sinks the whole that has tacretiluro been expended. The tax-payc s ol
the Ooinoiouwealth should keep a vigilant
eye upon these lalse pretenders to euoiiouiy
in the control ot the public funds. The
peo le ought to take catc that the public
revenues aie not wasted.they ought to he

equally careful to see that they are judiciouslyexpended, when a failure to expend
involves the Spate's property in ruiu and di-

cay..Rich. JCxuminer.
Mr. Preston'* Ml»*iou lo Kiirnpr,
We publish t.>-day, a paiagraph from the

Xorlolk Argus, announcing the gratifying
[act, that lint). Win. Ballard Frestou has sue-

ceeded in effecting an arrangement with the
Fans and Orleans Railroad Company, lor

' I- r . 1
tho establishment oi u line 01 snomiers utrtweei.the ports ol Orleans in France and
Norfolk, Virginia. Mr. Preston, it will be
remembered, was commissioned bv tin' Con-
rention at Bristol Ins year, to visit Kurope
lor the purpose ol erit«jrinj> into negotiations
with some one or more of the trari.Atlantic
deHinsbip companicH, for the Inundation ol a

direct trade be: wren the waters ol Virginia
itnd an important p »rr in Kurope. 11i-> suc:epsis no matter of astonishment Bat it
mu»t ho a s. urce of sincere rej -icing on the

part, pat only of exery Virginian, I utof the
whole Buuthero auction ol this I nion..
When Mr. Preston was honored with toe in.-
'-"«m frn-r eordiallv commended the

judicious .selection made by the Convention.
And, representing, us he did, the commercialinterest* of an itiimen.se extent of country,hd bounteously b!ex-ed with rich and
juried resources of inherent wealth and

strength, the result of ln« iff .rts was aim u«f

f be as conodentlv expected, as it was earnestlyd.'fired. Mr. f'le-to.n has done his
pa.t. The Kronen Company h.u promised
to do its part. Ana it now remains only inp ,

V'ir^iDm and those of her sister States ol the

South, immediately interested, to do their
part, in order to establish a direct foreign
commerce for the slave States, and render
the Southern people as independent in impor

inaand cxpoitiug as they are in producing,
the necessaries and luxuiies ol lite. But
aside from nil strictly sectional considerations./his snfject is highly attractive a- pructicaliyai d immediately involving dollars and
/ento. Pirect inferc't/rse with K irnpo from
the waters of Virginia will utford an outlet

for t' e frado anJ travel of flit* South, wt»ich
the luw» of nature, economy and commerce

mgently demand. JJuf. as we have intimated,tins question is closely, aye, inseparably
associated with an extensive syeiern of interna]improvements. Beautiful hays, capa
cious harbors, deep rivets and noble roadsteads,av,iil but littlu fi r a foreign trade, urles*

they are aided by railroads and canals
jouiing down t) thorn burdened with iuJ9.n1]
products. All tbe great elements of corn

inorcc and agents of industry muut be made
to correspond, aud move and act in harmony
in order to effect the ends fvf which they |
ivere designed..Rich. £rfj.

D VIRGINIA AD1
PitKsIUK* P.* MK -si Af. K.

T" the S»'mile and trni.se of lifitv.seid-itices of
the United Staten:
I have received from J. Calhoun, e-q,

President of the late C institutional Conventionof Kansas, a copy, duly certified by
himself, of the constitution trained by that
bodv, with the expression of a hope that 1
would submit the name to the consideration
of 0ingress, "with the view of the admissionol Kansas int * the l oion as an independentState." In ciuipliance with this
request. 1 herewith transmit to Congress, tor
their action, the constitution ut Kansas, with
the.ordioanee respecting the public lar.ds, as

well as the leter of Mr. Caliioun. dated at

Lecompton on the 14th ultimo, by which they
wero accompanied. Having received but u

single copy of the constitution and ordinance,
1 send this to the Senate.
A great delusion stems to pervade the

public mitid in relation t > Hip condition ol

parties in Kansas. Th s arises from the
difficulty of inducing the A oerioati people t>

realize the lact that any p. rtion of them
shou d he in a state of rebellion ag»in-t the

government under which they live. When
we speak of the fl iirs of K uisas, we

are apt to refer merely to the existence of
two violent political parties in that Territory,divided on the question of slavery, just
as we speak of such parties in the States.
This presents no adequate idea ol the true

statu uf the case. Toe dividing line there is
u d between two political paities, b t:i acknowledgingthe lawful existence of th government;I ut between th ise who are loyal
to this government, and those who have endeav.irod11 destroy its existence by force and
by usurpation.between those who sustain
and those who have done all in their power
to overthrow the territorial government es-

tabliehed by Congress. '1'Ins government
they would ioog since have subvert'd, hud
it not been prote«t»*d fr >m their assiults by
tfie troops of tie United States. Such litis
been t ie condition of affairs sine* my inauguration.Kver since that period, a large
portion of the people ol Kama* have been
in u state of rcboili m against trie governnient,with a military leader at their head, ot
a mo&t turbulent an l dui;ger.>u* character.
Tney huvo never ackoowlc Iced, tmt c instantlyrenouueed and deti'd the government
t i which they awe allegiance, and n.iv been
ull the time in a state ol re«i«!uhce against
its authority. They have all the time tie- r:

endeavoring to subvert it, and to establish a

revolutionary government, under the so- -ailed
Topeka constitution, in in stead. Kven at
this very tnouient the Topeka legi-Iature
are in se-sinn. Whoever hi- read the coirespond'-nceof (« ivernor \V ilk-r with the
JStaie Department, recently c >mmunicnti-d
to the Senate will he convinced th it this picturein not overdrawn, lie always protested
against the withdrawal of any portion of the
military foice from tlie lYnit.ry, deeming
its pre-enee absolutely uece-s iry tor tfie prs
slwvuti 111 of the regular govern men' and tfie
execution of tfie lows In !ii- verv first de

patchto the Secretarv of State, d t-d June
2. lS'iT, fie says; "The ino-t alarming in v>

uient, hoH'evpr, proceeds fr m the usm-iiifiling,on the'Jrh of done, of the so-called
Popeka legislature, with a view to the enactmentuf an entire Ri.de of laws, til o iiirse,
it will be mv endeavor to prevent such a result,as it would lead to inevitable and di-a

trouscollision, and, in fact, renew th» civil
war iti Kansas " This was with difficulty
prevented by the eff-rts of 'i verrior W.sik r:

but soon thereafter, on the 11th of -July, we

find him requesting <i n. Harney to turni-h
him a regitimot > f dragoons to proceed to

the city nf Lawrence.and this for the reasonthat he hid received authentic intelligence,verified bv his ownactu.il observation,
that a danger iiis rebellion had occurred,
"involving an open defiance of rtie laws and
tbp ow r n. I 11 -11 ii ri r of an iiifiiroent ir ivern-

inent in that city."
Iiithe (Juvernor's despatch of July lfi'h,

he informs tlie Secretary ut State "that this
movement at Lawrence was the beginning ol
a plan, originating in tiiat city, t organize
insurrection throughout the Territory; and
especially in all towns, cities, or counties,
where the republican party have a mnj- riy.
Lawrence is tire hot bed of aii flic ah ditioti
movements in this Territory. It is the town
established by the abolition societies of the
East, and whilst there aro respectable people
there, it is fiilc i by a considerable number ol

mercenaries, who are paid by ah dition societiesto perpetuate and (IiiTuhc agitation
throughout Kansas, and prevent a peaceful
settlement of this question. Having failed
in tlie«r 8 -trailed l ye*:-, ."Mat" legislature
organize this insurrection, Lawrence ha«
C' moienccd it hersell, ami, it not arrested,
the rebellion will extend tluuugiiunt tbc Tci
ritory."
And again : "In order to rend this communicationimmediately by mail, 1 must

close by assuring you that the spirit of ro-

beilion pervades the great mass of the re

publican party of this Territory, instigated,
as I entertain no doubt they are. by eu-tTii
societies, having in view results most disas-
trous to the government and to the I nim-;
and that the e ntinued presence ot Gen. Ilarti-y here is indispensable, as originally stipu
latcd by me, with a large body ut dragoous
and several batteries."
On the 2"tii duly, 1857, Gen. Lane, under

the authority of the Topeka convenliuu, un-

dertook, as Governor Walker informs us, "to

organize the s,-c tiled frec-Stato party int >

volunteers, and take the names of all who
reluse enrolment. The pr< fesst-d ol j» ct is
to protect the polls, at the election in August,
of the new insurgent Topeka btate legislature."
"The object of taking the names < fall who

reluse enrolment, is i teriify the free-State
conservatives into submission. Thi« is pu>»-
ed hy recent atrocities c nnmitted on such
men hy Topekaites. The speedy locatiou of
large bodies ol regular troops here, with two

batteries, is necessary. Toe Liwrenoe in
surgents await trie development of tins
new revolutionary military organization."

In the Governor's despatch ol .Juiv 'jTtii,
he says that "Gen. Lane and his Mali every- j
where deny the authority <>f the territorial
laws, at d counsel a total disregard of these
nrv..nl.,ni.rj "
cii luuuciiin.

\S iibout making further quotations of a

similar oharaoter from other despatches of
G >v. Walker, il appears by a to Mr
Siaiitnn'n c tuniunicatiin to Gen. of the
9th December last, that the ' important step
oi Calling the legir latu. e together uas taken
aft»-r I >ej had bee >tne satisfied that the
election ordered !iv the cmventi m on the
"l-t lu-tant coitld not he conducted with ut

bloodshed." So intense was the disloyal
feeling o.,:urg the enemies id the government
established by IL'otijjress, rhat an election
which afforded them an oj portuoity, if in

the miij inty, ol making lvansae a f'ree Sate,
according to their own professed desire, could
not be Conducted without collision and blood
vhtd !

Iho truth is, tliaf, up till 'lie present moment,the enemies ol the existing g verr.n.entstill atihere to their 1'npeka revolution
ary u institution and government. The very
Rrsc paragiaph of the niessaue of Governor
Kobinauu, dated eti !he itti December, to t.tie

Tope it a legislature now asI*oijb>d at I,aw
rence. contains an upon deli nice oi the U"t,

(dilution and layes ol the I nited State-
TheGovernor says: "The convention which

trained the con-titufion at Top"ka originated
with toe people of K tils-is I'erritory. Tuey
have adopted aovi ratified pie pame iwice hy
a direct vote, and also indirectly through
two elections ol St ite officers and Oictuhcis
of the State Legislature. Yet it hath plea?cdthe administration : regard the whole
proceeding revolutionary."

This Topcka government, adnered to with
such trcaeuuabie peiiioacity, is a goveruoient

7ERTISER-fkhki
in direct oppositiiiii t i .h existing guten
merit prescribed tinu reo >gni.-ed by Cong resItis a usurpation of the same oh aracior »

it would he for a portion of the people of an

State of the Union to undertake t» e-tiblis
a separate governmoot. within its hunts fu
the purpose ni redie«-ing any griev ince, ren

nr ima binary, of which thJy might complain
against the legitimate State gnvc-nuifnt

Sucha principl", if cirri ! into exeeuti-u,
wool 1 destroy all lawful authority and prt
dune universal anarchy,

j From this statement of facts, the reasni

becomes palp file why the enemies of th
government authorized by Congress h ive rt

ftised to vote tor delegates to the K ms is e >n

stitutional convention, and also afterward
on the question of slavery suhmitt d by it t

the people. It is because they have ever re

fused to sanction or recognize '«uy other con

stitiitinn than that framed at Topeka
Had the wb .le Ltoomptm c m-tituti m

been suhmitt d t > the pe nile, the adherent
of this orgaiiizition would douhtl ss havi
voted against st, heeau-o, il stice-isslul, the;
would tiius have removed an oh-taclo out o

tho way of their own revolutionary constitu
tion. They would have il me tfiis, not npoi
a consideration 'be merits of the whole o

any pa'tof too L-e.unpton Constitution, l»u
simply because they hnve ever resisted tin
authority of the government authorized b;
Cjtigress, from which it em mated.
Such being thh unfortunate condition o

affiirs in the Territory, what was the righ
as weli as the duty of the law-abiding peo
ph? Here they silently and patier. ly :<

submit to the Topeka usurpation, or a Jop
the in'ce-sary measures to establish a c >hst

rijrj hi under the authority of the orgmie laa
of Cotigres*?

That this law rettogniseii the right of fin
people id the Territory, without any ciiahiin;
act from C i»gr*sst t i form a Stat> constitu
rion, is too clear lor argumon'. F <r Congres"toleave the pe iple of the Ternt iry perfect
Iv free," in (raining tfieir constitution, "t.,
f- rni and regulate tVnr ioma-tic institution;
in their own way, sut>j >et only to the coristi
tution of the I nited State-;" and then ti say
that they sir un! not be permitted to proceed
and frame a Constitution in tin'ir own wav
w .'h tit in cxnre-s authority from Congress,
uppfl ir- to he aim ist acout idictinn in terms

It would tie more plau-ifiic to contend t!i il

C ingress had no p w.-r to pas* su»h an en a

Iding ai t, than to argue that the people of :i

Territory might be kept out of the I nion lot

an indidiniu period, and nntd >t might please
t' ingre-s to permit them to exercise the rig .t

of self-g"Vermont T.'iis w uld he to adopt
n -t "tfieir own way," hut the way which
Congre«s might prescribe.

It is iin -si'de ihat any people could hnve
proceeded with in rc regul irity in t.he formationol a constitution than the people o!
Kansas have done. It was necessary, lir-i
to a*oer;ain whi ther it was the d-sirc ol the
people to he relieved from tweir territorial dep.iideiice an I establish a State goverom -nt.
F- r t'fs purpose, the territ irial lcgi«l ture,
in Isno, p.i-sed n law "f.r taking the sense

ol the peoidc of this Territory up ui the expediencyof caiiing a convention to form a

Stat o ins'itutioii" at 'lie general election to

fie held in October, I **-» ». Tho "sense of the
people" was a -c-rdingiy taken, and they deciled in favor of a convention. It is true

that if this election the enemies of the terrt-

^'IVCI IllUrui umj «i"« ? /» , uiv»u^v j

wore then engag-d nr Topelra. u ithout the
-lightest pretest tit lawful authority, in irarninga constitution of ttieir uivc f >r Cite purposeof subverting liie territorial governernuicnt.

In pursuance of this decision of the peoplein favor ol a convention, the territorial
legislature, on the 117fli day ot February,
ISuT, passed an tier 1 r the election of It-legateson the third M o.d iv ot June, ]^"»7, to

frame a St ate constitution. Tnis law is as

lair in its provisions as any that ever passed
a legislative holy lor a similar purpose..
The right ol suffrage at this election is clearlyand justly defined. "Kverv bonajidr inhabitantol the Territory of Kansas* un the
thiid Monday ol -June, the day of the election,
who Was a ciiizm of the United States above
tbe ago ol twenty- ;ne, and had resided there

infur three ui uiths previous tj that date, was

entitled to vote, loonier to avoid all interfereneeIroru neighboring States or Territorieswith the freedom and f.irnes* of the
election, pr .vision w is mode lor the r<'gi-rry
ol the 'jualih 'd voters; and in pursuance
there f, rune thousand two-hundred and tif
ry-one V' t->rs vtcio registered. Governor
\V .lk-r did his whole duty in urging ill tii,.
quaiiiied citizens ot Kansas to vote at this
electi >n. In his inaugural address on tbe
'JTtn May last, he inlormed them that under
our practice the pr- iimin iry act of framing
a State constitution is uniloni.lv performed
through the instrumentality of a convention
of delegates chosen by the people themselves.
That convention is n .w about to be elect d
by you under the call ot the territorial legislature,created and still recognised by the authorityot Congress, an ! clothed by it, in the
c uiprehensive lunguago of the organic law,
with lull power t make such un enactment.
The territorial legislature, then, in assemblingth d convention, were iully sustained
bv the act of Congress, and tno authority <>i
the convention is distinctly recognised in my
instructions from the President xf the United
States."
The governor also clearly and distinctly

warns ttieui what would lie the consequences
11 tncj should ii t participate in the election.
"The people ot Kansas, then, (he says.) are

invited by the highest authority known to
the constitution to participat , freely and
fairly, in the election of delegates to frame a

constitution and State government. The law
by performed its entire appropriate functions,w hen it esf-uds (<i the p-ople the righi
of suffrage, but it cannot coinpcl the performanceof that duty. Throughout our whole
Lni io, h >wever, and wherever Itec governuientprevail.-, those who abstain from the
exercise of the right of suffrage, authorize
tliosu win» d vote to ajt For litem in that contingency;and the at «en ues aie as much
bound, under Che law and Constitution, wnere

there is no fraud or violence, I y the act of
the majority id those who do vi te, an it ail
had fni tint.atod Hi the election. Omerwise,
an voting must lie voluntary, sell ^uvernment
would he impracticable, and monarchy or

de*p. t ihtn would rein tin as the only a I tenia
life."

|r may al-o he observed, that at this periodany h pe, il sue!: had existed, that tini'opcKaconetituti n w uld eier he recognised
by i5or.t;fe,,e1 uiu*t have l.een at>andoncd
C(iiij»ru3s had ;*'lj >urned ou tne il l o| March
previous, having recognised the legal existenceof ilie (erricoriiii legislature 10 a tarn

ty of forms which I need nut enumeratr..
Indeed, too debgaie elected to ttie House ol

Kepreeent.tives, uoder a territonul law, hai
bvii odiuitttd to tils sear, and had just complete.!Ion teri.'i of service on the day previousc i in y innu^ursliuii.

Thin was the propitious moment for set

rIir«*» all difficulties in Kansas. Tilts wan

the time for abandoning the refolutiunary
Tope it a organiz ition, and for the enemies ol
the existing government to conform to tiie
laws, and to unit-: with its friends in tram
ing a Sohih coiis-itotii n. liut this they r«

lo il to J >, and the eon-e (uei.ce* ot their relu-»ito sutoiir to lav,,uI authority and Vote
at the elect! jn ol delegate-, may v;,". prose to

he ol a most deplorable character. \S liid
that thj respect for the laws of the land
which so eminently Ji-titijmished tin* men id
the past generation could he ravivei.'1 It i»
a ditrejfard and violation <f law which have
for years kepi the Territory of Kansas in a

st^'e of almost o:>en rebellion against its

government. J( ia t!MJ suuiespirit which tuu
pri ,iueed actual rebellion in L tuh. Our

only salety consists to ybedicooe and ccoioi

i;ai:v 4. iscs.

uiiy to law. Sit >u IJ a general spirit against
ns enforcement prevail, thin will prove tatal

8 to us as h nation. We ackn >w ledge no 11111-\ter but the law; and should wo cut loose
it fr >ni its restraints, aud every one do what
r -e -loeth g tod in his own eyes, our case will
1 indeed he hopeless.

i. The enemies of the territorial government
- determined still to re-ist the authori'y <d'
i, Congress. They retu-ed to vote for deleg it «s

to the eonventi >n not because, lrjnt circumftttno-which 1 uecd not detail, there was

rt an outis-ion to regist-r the comparatively
" to a' v iter" who were inhabitants of certain
- o ><it.ties uf K uisas in the early spring of

1S">7. hut because they had predetermined
s at all hazards to adhere to their revolution
> ury orguuz ition, and defeat the estahlish-nunt id any other constitution than thai
- which they had framed at Topeka. The

election was, theref ire, suffered to pass by
i default; but of this re>uit the qualified elecstors who reiused to vote, can never ju.-tly

com plum.
i From this review, it is manifest that the
f Lecomoton convent on, according to every
- principle of constitutional law, was legally
i constituted, and w is invested with power tt
r frame a constitution.
t Tne sacred principle of popular sovereignity has been invoked in favor of the enemies of
f law and order ift Kansas. Hut in what manneris popular sovereignty to he exorcised in
f this country, if not through the instrumentaltity of established law? la certain small reput>l;csof ancient times the people did assetn;>hie in primary meetings, passed laws, arid di:rected public att'iirs. In our country this is

manifestly impossible. Popular sovereignty
can he exercised here only through the ttallotb x; ar.d if the people will refuse to exer»ci-e it in tfiis manner, as they have done in

; Kansas at the eleeti n of delegates, it is not
lor them to c unplain that their rights have

en igntv, and again sutt red tuc election to
to pass by default.

1 hcartdy rejoice that a wiser and better
sprit prevailed among a large majority of
hose people on tin: lir»t Monday ol .January;
and that they did, on that day, vole under
toe l.eci nipt >n Con motion for a Governor
and other St.itc officers, a member of (.onore-*,find lor mem here ol the Legislature
The el ction was warmly oohtesiLti by the
parties, and a larger vote was polled than at

any previous election in tl.e Territory. We
may now reasonably hope that tho revolu-
nonary Topi ka organ nation will be speedily
and finally a'and >n»l, and this will go far
towards die final sett ement of tho unhappy
differences in K ti>*. > ll frauds have been
Committed at this election, either by one or
both partir-, the Legislature and the people
ol Kan-as, under their constitution, will
know how to redress themselves and puninb
the-e detstible but ton common crimen'
without artv outside interference.
The people ol Kansas have, then, "in

their own way," ai d in s riet accordance
with the organic nut, framed a Constitution
and St ite government; have submitted the
all-important questi in of slavery to the people,and have elected a Governor, a member
to represent them in Congress, members of
tne St i e Legi-luture, and other State offiicers. Tney now ask admission into tlie
l iiiun under |his constitution, which is republicanin its form. It is for Congress til
d-cide whether th>-y will admit or reject the
Si ite winch has thus been created. For my
own part, i am decidedly io lav or of its ad-
ini-sioti, atid thus i rmioating the Kansas
question. Tliis will carry out the great
principle of nun-intervention recognised and
sanctioned by the organic act, which declaresin expre-s language in (savor ot "nun
intervention by C mgre-s with slavery in the
Si or Territories," leaving "the p-ople
ttierml peiiectly Iree to h r"i and regulate
t heir domestic m-tituti ns in their own way,
snl jo t only to the constitution of the I nit :d
S u>s." In th s wanner, by local.xmg the
question ol s uvery, and confining it to the
people whom it imuiediatdy concerned,
every patriot anxiously expected that this
question would he banished Iroai the halls
(W Congress, wliei'; it has always exerted a
balr'ul influence throughout the whole
Country.

It is proper thai I ehouid briefly refer p
(ho election held under an art of the territoriallegislator*. mi the flrst >J mday of Januarylast on the Lecoioptoo ooustitutio:, Th.a
oleutiou u&s held alter the Territory had
been piepared b>r admission into the Union

' as a sovereign State, and when no authority
existed iu the territorial legislature which

. been violated.
The Kansas convention, thus lawfully c<>nisfuuted, proceeded to fame a constitution,

, and. having completed their work, finally
udjournd on the 7th d »y of November last.
Ttiey did not think proper to submit the
whole < ! this constitution to a popular vote
hut they did submit the question whetherKansas should he a free or a slave
State, to toe people. This was the question
which had convulsed the I, ni >n and shaken
it to its very centre. Tins was the question
which had lighted up the Uame* of eml war
in K ins is, and had produced dangerous sec
tii.mil parties throughout the conleraey. It
was of a character so puram >unt iu respect
to the condition of Kansas, as to rivet the anxius attention of toe people of the whole
country upon if, and it alone. No person
tlii'iig U of any other qu stion. For my own

p»rt when I instructed tl iv. Walker, iu geueralterms, in favor of submitting the o mstitu
turn 11 the people, 1 had no object in view ex

cept the all-absorbing question o! slavery-
In what manner the people of Kansas might
regulate taeir other coucertu, was ui.f a subject.wiiieii ittracted any attention. In fact
the general provisi ns of our recent S:at»
constitutions, after an experience of eighty
year-, are s » similar ^ 1 so excellent, that it
w old he ddficult to go far wmng at the prea|ent day in training a now constitution.

1 then believed, and still believe, that, un-
der the organic act. the Kansas convention
were bound to submit this all-ituportant
question of slavery to tho people. It was

never, however, my Opinion that,independent-
ly of this a t, they would have been bound
i * submit any portion ol the constitution to a

popular vote, iri order to give it validity..
Had i entertained such an opinion, this would
have been in opposition to many precedents
in our history, commencing in they very best
age of the republic. It would tiave been in
opposition to the principle which pervades
cUi institutions, and which is every day carriedout into practice, that the people have
the rigiit to delegate to representatives,
chosen bv themselves, their s vereiirn Dower

to frame constitutions, enact laws, and perjform many other important acts, without rc,quiring that these sh >u!d subjected to choir
subsequent approbation. It would he a most
inconvenient limitati >n of thoir own power,
imposed by the peoplo upon themselves, to
t linle thorn from exercising their sovereign-
ty iti any lawful manner they think proper.
It i> true that the people of kannua might, if
thoy had pleased, have required the conven-
ti*>n to submit the constitution to a popular
vote; hut this they have not done. Tne only
remedy, therefore, in this case, is that which
exi-ts in all other similar ca*es. If the
delegnt >s who framed the Kansas constitution
hnvo in any manner violated the will of their
constituents, the people always possess the
power to change their constitution or their
laws, according to their own pleasure.
The question of slavery was submitted to

an election of the people ol Kansas on the
lilst htcemher lust, in obedience to the mandateol tho cons itution. Here, again, a fair
opportunity was presented to the adherents
of the Topeka constitution, if they were the
rnsjor.ty, to decide this exciting question "in
their own way," and thus restore peace to
the distracted Territory; hut they again rrifused to exercise their right of popular sov-

Could pos'iniv destroy It- rxi-tr| r
Itacharacter. The election w hich w ,.

ably conducted under n y it.-tru
'

volved .'i strange inftin>ii»t >.cy A
j .ri'V ot the persons wli » v r- i ^

L-cniupton constitutim, u re ;; ...

Mime tiuio and place rec. go /

existence in the must solemn km ,

manner, by voting under it* pr )k

have yet receiv-dn . official .ufcruiu
the result of tliis electi u.
As a question of expediency, , 1

right has been ui.iiuuit.i I. itui'iv i- A

r« tied upon the the ben* fits to l\ »r.,.
tu the whole ouotrv wiiioh w u. .

from i's immediate almi-M r» ii,t
as well hh the dis istere wb ch m.iv f
rejection. I* m<'-tic pc .er» wi! f,« ; ..

cotiacquence of its adrn s.-.inn, at. i ...

Territory, which bna hitbert
dissensi nis, win rapidly incre.se in i .

i.>n and weiltl), and speedily re»iit
blessings and the c mil iris wt.i f
the train of agricultural an 1 m :iatr..-4
dustry. Trie people will then !> s \»r, ;

and can regulate their own all nr.- in t
own way. It a majority oi them iesrt.
abolish domestic slavery withiu tu
there is no other possible mode l.y *

this can he effected so Apeedny as by pr
admission. Tho will ot the majority i. .

prome And irresistible when express...! jt,
orderly and lawful manner. 1 hey can a,,.. '*
and uuuiaku Constitutions at plea urwouldhe absurd to say thaWhey can imp ..

letters upon tlieiruwn power which tin \

not atterwards remove. If they c u
this tnev might tie their own hand- f r
hundred as well as fur ten years. I:, .

fundamental principles ot American Ir- .;
iiid are recognised. 1 believe, ir, 8 ni- | :
ur othc, by every State com-tituti a. i

Congress, in the act of adniiss mi,
think proper to recognize them, 1 can pceiveno objection to such a c ur*.\

has been d<>ne emphatically in the c n-t \
tion ol Kansas. It declares ia tlie ti,
rights that "all politica l pi*or .- it.a r

in the people, all tree government* are
dod on their authority and institute.) i r
benti', and therel>>re they have at ai t
an inalienable and indelea-i ;e right t >

reform, or abolish their form g o. r;m-r
in sucu manner a* they in ly thins pr j
The great State of New Vork i" *t this in
uient governed under a constitution ir.ita
and established indirect uppn»iti a r. o*

mode prescribed by the previ nis r -ti"
tion. If, therefore, the provi-ioii ehing
the Kuis »s constitution, after the yur
thousand eight hundred and -ixty I ur,

by possibility he e uistvued ilit .air a.

to make such a change previous t. rh it
...t rl.iu nr ihlLilii.n t*.,1.1.1 h» ... ...

iog. The legislature already olt ere I hi u, ,

its very first session, submit tlx. qu.-»t n : ,

vote of tue people whether they will r »i

not h iVo a convonti >n to amend h ir

tution, arid adopt all necessity means

Hiving effect t.j the popular will.
It ha* been solemnly adjudge! bv tthighestjudicial tribunal itmiwn to iur !-ia

that slavery exists in K in-a- by virtutheconstitution of the I . States. k»n»i»
therefore, at this moin-'ut as inuoh - >

state as Georgia or .South Car lina. \\
thi* the equality of the sovereign State# e u. , 3
posing the Union would he violated, in I ihuseand enjoy went ol a territory uccqircu
the common treasure ot all the States, w u

be closid against the people and the |>r >p
tyof nearly halt the members ol the c nlN

eraey. Sl avery can therelore never he pr hi'
ited in K ansas except by means of a c tot I '

tutional provision, and in no other m inner ».«

can this bo obtained so promptly, if a mii r

itv of the people desire it, as by admitting' t
into the Union under its present constxut

<)o tbo other band, should Coheres- m

the constitution, under the idea id ul! r; r;
the disaffected in Kansas a third 0[ j. rtui

tv of prohibiting slavery in the State, when
they might have dune twice before d in the
majority, no mao can foretell the c rm

quenccs.
If Congress, for the siko of those men

who rofused to vote for delegates to the t.

veotion when they might have exclude! sin
very from the constitution, and who afterwardsre Iused to vote on tho 21 t LbJceiulxr
last, when they might, as they claim, have
stricken slavery from the constitution,sh iui-1 t
now reject the State because slavery remans
in the constitution, it is man best that tl
agiratiou upon this dangerous subject w

be renewed in a more alarming form than
it has ever yet assumed.

Kverv patriot hi the country bad indulg'-l
the hope that the K msa» Nebraska act w uli
put a final end to tho slavery ngit itmn,
least in Congress, which had fir uiorothan
twenty years convulsed tho country arc!
cuu 'T'i iuu ^ ii i j i inn ik;i iuvwiv »

great ami fundamental principles, ami ii

fairly carried into effect will settle the
question. Should tho agitation he again
revived, should the people of the si-ter
States be again estranged from each otter
with more than their former bitterness, tl. '

w ill arise from a cause, so far as tho intere-U
of K insa ure concerned, more trifling and u.

significant than has ever stirred the clement'
of a great people into commotion. T«> the
people of Kansas, the only practical difTc
once between admission or rejection,diqends
simply upon the fact whether they can themselvesmore speedily change the present «- «n

stitutiuu if it docs not accord with the will
the majority, or frame a second constitute n

be submitted to Congress hereafter. Kven
if this were a question of mere expediency,
and not of right, the small difference "f tine,
one way or the other, is of uot the least i*.n
portance when contrasted with the evih
which must necessarily result to the v»h is

country front a revival of the slavery agil.
lion.

In considering this question, it shnu I
never he forgotten that, in proporti n to its

insignificance, let the decision ho wf.at
may, so far as it may utfet tfio few Hi'c
sand inhabitants of Kansas who have trnu
the beginning resisted the constitution and
laws, for this very reason tho rejection of tl»«
constitution will he s<> much the more keenly
felt by tfie people of fourteen of the > n

of this Union, where slavery is rreogn.i-1
under tin* constitution of the United Mat

Again: The speedy admission ol K in*aS
into tlie U nion w iu!d res ore peace and q '

to the whole country. Already the tliin
of this territory have eogrosied rn un re

proportion of public a't-nti m. Tliev K »v'sadlyaffected the friendly telattoun of fie :

pie of the S'siten with each other, and ui'»ru»edthe fear* of patriot" for the natetv ' dio
I'oion. Kaoaati onoa admitted into tin iton,the excitement becomes local /-d, »t 1
will eoon die away for wanted outride*1
uient. Then every difficulty will he ret:!i"i
at (he hallot-b >x. I

Ueiid»*« .and this 11 no trit! 055 com-i l-n 5
tinfi .1 i«hnll fhAii K» » - .»». ! \a* i
the troopf* <>f the United States from Kansas,and employ them on branched o^ service
where they are much neetled. They b»'e
been kept thereon the earnest iuiportunitr
dI (j iv. V/aiIter, to maintain 'tie tauten * :
the territorial g iversum in and secure t ie ei
ecution nt the laws, lie considered that at
least two thousand regular troops, under t:

command ot Generai llarnev, were tie-eearyfor trns purpose. Acting upon hi- teh
able information, 1 have been obliged.
some degree, to interfere with the expedite
to l>tah, in order to keep down rei>elli < 10

Kansas. This has involved a very hea»J «t

pause tu the government. Kansas once 11

mitted, it is b dieted there will uo |onn'r
any occasion there for troops ot the I "iwd
Stales.

1 have thus performed my duty on this
portent question, under a "deep aeose ol r*'

sponcibility to God and my cuootry '/
public lite will terminate within a bud p*


