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WEDNESDAY MORNINU, MAY II, 185tf.

Ntws t rom Europe..As eaeh steamer arrive*front Europe, we have tidings more and
more confirmatory of the rapid approach of
War. According to the last reports, the
Austrians have crossed the Ticino, in which
event the war must have actually begun..
The alliance of Russia with France, if true,
is an important event. The next news will,
probably, bring us intelligence decisive of
what is to be the condition of Europe, and
who are to be the combatants, for some time
to come.

In reference to the statement in the LondonHerald, concerning Sir (Jore Ouseloy's
treaty jn Nicaragua, (published in yesterday'sGazette,) the Washington Constitution
says:.
"We have reason to believe that the objectionsof Great Britain to the Uuseley treaty,

are both in reference to what it contains and
to what it omits. It is understood to contain
an offensive provision for controlling the
legislation of Great Britain on the subject of
foreign enlistments, and it fails to accomplish
the desired surrender of the Mosquito Protectorate.It may uuw be fairly ex paveted
that the Central-American questions will he

happily adjusted upon terms bouorahle to all
parties concerned; that the Mosquito Protectoratewill be surrendered; that the Bay Islandwill be returned to the aovereiguty of
Honduras; and that the American policy in
in reference to the transit routes will be the
common policy of both the Coiled States and
Great Britain. This will he a result which
must prove gratifying to the entire country."

The Washington Constitution, concludes
an article on what it calls the "Dead Issues"
of party, referring particularly to slavery in
the Territories and kindred topics, with the

following reminiscence and illustration:.
"After the great earthquake of Lisbon, the
KiDg of Portugal asked his minister Pombal
what was to be done? and the latter won the
intimate and enduring confidence of his sovereignby his wise, practical reply: "Burv
the dead, and find food for the living." We
have buried the dead, and it now behooves
us "tofindfoodfor thr. liviny'.!"
The Post Office Department, with the view

of obtaining accurate and reliable information,as to the nurnbtr of letters transmitted
iu the mails, has so cbauged the blank form
of the "account ofmails sent" as to secure of
tlcial entries therein, of the number of letters
.ten/from each post office; thus to enable the
department in future, to report the aggree&tenumber of letters maileu throughout the
nited States in each fiscal year, or during

any specified period of shorter duration

The May anniversaries have commenced
in New York, and on Sunday preliminary
religious services were held by the Protes
tant Episcopal Society lor Seamen; the

Iloine for the Friendless; the American
Home Missionary Society; the New \ ork
Bible society; the American Home and ForeignChristian 1'niuB, and the Sabhnth
School of the Berean Church. The regular
Teports were presented in m me cares; in »th
t-r« there were religious services only.
The District Attorney of the UniteJ Stutes

in Washington, has been requested to instituteproceedings for a violation of the 2«th

section of the act of Congress approved 3d
March, 1825. From the evidence before the

postmaster of Washington it uppears that
the naute of a member of Congress has been
counterfeited and attempted to be used as a

frank on a large numl>er of business letters,
that they might be transmitted through the
mail, free of postage.
We stated yesterday that six of theOber

lin slave-rescuers had plead guilty before the
United States Court, at Cleveland, and were

tined £25 each, and imprisoned twenty-four
hours. The cases of these prisoners have
drawn forth a letter from Joshua K. biddings,of Ohio, in which he indulges in moat
i tiflaiuumatory language.
We arc informed of the death hy drowning

of Mr. William II. Fifing, seuinan, which
took place in the heritor of Deinarara. on the
l»th ult. Mr. Fifing was. we believe, originallyfrom New York, but has been sailing
out of Baltimore for anumber ofyears.

Tho ifasth fif M. de Toeuueville, already
more than one prematurely announced, in
now unhappily a fact, only too well established.The author of La Democraticque eu

Ameriquo died at Cannes, on tlie loth tilt.,
at the age of 54years.

The "Southern Convention" wan to have
met in Vicksburg, on the9th inst. Wo have

seen published but few appointments from
the Southern Stutes to this "Southern Convention."
A southern paper suggests the propriety of

sending those persons who are caught while

engaged in the slave trade, to the north, to

be tried, and sending south for trial those
who disobey the fugitive slave law.

Wykoff replies in the New York Herald
to the comments of several leading papers,
upon his appointment to what be calls "his
mission to China."

Tho Young Men's Christian Association of
Philadelphia, have again commenced holding
their tent services, which were so popular last
summer.

Phelan has declined the challenge of Seerieterto repeat the game of billiards recently
played at Detroit

^

John Heart eaq., formerly editor of the

Charleston Mercury, has been appointed Superintendentof Public Printing.
The Secretary of the Treasury has return

ed to Washington.
Ximrod Strickland, esq., baa become edi

tor of the Pauurylvaniaa, at Philadelphia.
* ,V iwi '

y

alexand:
The fishermen on the Hudson, says the

Albany Evening Journal, are not having a

very abundant season. The shad are source,

and very tew have yet been taken above
Hvde l'uik. And even below that point
they are scarce Some suppose that the tide
freshets and prevailing winds about the
time the tish should have passed into the
North river, diverted thein from their course,
and sent inure of them than usual into the
Hast river, where they are more plenty than
in previoiia seasons.

A valuable auxiliary to the system of collegiateeducation at Harvard, is soon to he

inaugurated. The one thing needful to a

full and proper development of the physique
of the students has been obtained maiitlv
through the instrumentality of the Rev. Prof
" ----- - l ::
iiummgion, wnone imereai in unr funji-vi ui

tin* physical training ul' the students doubtlessinfected a large-hearted but modest individual.whose name has not transpired,
who gave the sum offcJO.tHHt fur the purpise
of erecting a yymnasinm!

It is reported froin Hume, that an exquisite
statue uf Venus has lieen discovered in a

vineyard, half a mile beyend the Porta Portesse.It is said tu rival in some respects
the famed Venus de Medici, but is uf a less
ideal type. The head was found at a abort
distance from the torso, and is minus the
nose and a portion of the lip. The arms

and hands also are imperfect. The marble
is Parian and the character of the sculpture
(Jrecian.
The New Orleans bulletin brags of having

already green corn, full grown, and remarkablydelicious.
TELEGRAPHIC DESPATCHES.

Boston, May, 9..The question of acceptingthe amendment to the State constitution,
requiriug two years' residence after naturalization.was voted on throughout this State
to-day, and has probably been carried by a

large majority. Boston gives 0,01C yeas tu
2.c9-r» nays. Returns from fifty towns give
047 yeas, to 2,7t)ti nays.
New Vukk, May 9..The I'. S. frigate Sa|bine, with 1'. S. Commissioner Bowlin, has

arrived from Montevideo.
Norfolk, May 9..Miss Brinklev, the authorof "The Kscuped Nun," has publicly recanted.
Acui'sta, May 9..The case against Win.

Swan and others, charged with the illegal
vending of lottery tickets, commenced hers
to-dav. The defendants' counsel moved to
dismiss the indictment; first, because of
the offence charged being not technically u

crime subject to indictment; and second, that
there was no prosecution. Messrs. Toombs,
Stephens arid Jackson appeared for the de
fendnnts, and the court will determine on

the points to-morrow.
Puii..\nELi'uia, May 9.-The new city cnun|cils oigunized this morning, when thoofficera

nominated by a caucus uf the people's party,
were elected.

Frlui-rk k, May y..An Rttecic was made
on L. B. Lent's cirrus company alxmt halfpasteight o'clock to-night, while they were

performing, by a largo crowd of rowdies..
Two of the circus men were badly hurt while
protecting their property. Two or three of
the outsiders were hurt, but not seriously.
The crowd set fire to the side canvas, which
was burnt up. They also broke one or two

wagons belonging to the circus. All the
persous got out safe. The cause of this is said
to be the price of tickets, whioh wus 50 cents.
The company refused to put the price to &i
cents, which had been done by others before
them. It is feared another attack will bn
made.

The Mormons.
The news respecting Ltahis favorable tc

an adjustment of the diflerences between
Liov. humming and Col. Johnston, by adeciision of the 1 nited States government in favorot the civil pon er, sod the dismissal of
Judge Cradlehaugh. The Mormons have
ascertained tlmt the deserts oft tab are unfit
for habitation, and they desire to make a

merit of the necessity thnt forces them t<

leave that region for other parte.
Brighani Young, as is stated byt'ov. Cumruing,in a letter to the President, has advisedhis people to remove. Lately fie has

made inure definite overtures to the I nited
j States government on the subject. lie valu
es the Moruion property in ( tab at thirty
millions of dollars, it must lie an exaggeratedestimate He is willing to sell all their

i \r.
fixed interest*.every ining nm, uiuvmuir

to the I'nited State*, and retire from our

limit*. When the Monuonn leave this wilderness,the Indians itnd buffulo rnuy possi!hiv be again lisible ttiere. but there is little
j probability that it wijj ever tsvouie the
abode of u commounitv of white men..

M'(i f,iin/ton t 'i>rrr-p»n<feii( of the Halt. Sou.

Mail to California.
H e learn that the Postmaster Central has

accepted the proposals of |>aniel 11. Johnson,
of New York, amounting' in the aggregate pi

UJ-.tHM. for semi-monthly service for nine
months from 1st October next, (being at the
rate of S210.UUU per annum) between New
York and San Francisco, and New Orleans
and San Francisco, via N icaragua, connect
ingat Key West. The schedule time between
New York and San Francisco is not to exceedtwenty-three day*, and between New
Orleans and San Francisco twenty days, the
ocean service to he performed in go»sl and
sufficient steamships, and the isthmus service
in good sufficient steaniboatsund lund curriaRes.

j The service for the shiiio period at the rate
mow paid, would cost ^7dJ. 1*7 "»<>, showing
a saving of 57'J,IS7 JO, excluding from the
estimate the unimportant coastwise service
between Sail Francisco and San I>iego, and
the service between San Francisco und Astoria,which latter is provided for in another
contract, without additional expense to the
department.. Wash. Constitution.

From Washington.
Washington, May 0. -There is such informationin Washington as to warrant the

belief that the time of the settlement of our

affairs with Costa Rica, is not tar distant.
So far the Water Witch and the Fulton

are the only vessels to l>e sent to the tiulfof
Mexico, nn<l these cannot be immediately
dispatched, as thev are previously to he over1i j j :*..j .. v.._r..n.
tliiuieu anu rvpitire-u m .lunoia.

The State and War department to-dav
made up their instructions for I'tah. tlen'l

| Johnston will hereafter await the orders ol
the (Juvernor More calling out the troop* to

act aa a jhw comitains, to assist the civil
authorities in the enforcement of the law a.

The Poatmaater (Jeneral had made hisde'oision ou the hid6 for the California mail
service.

Hair-Breadth Escape.
A workman in the employ uf Mr. B. B.

Lawton, of Hudson, on Saturday had aa wonIderful a hair-breadth escape aa was ever

known. He took it into his head to lie down

upon the track using the rail for a pillow.
Tne spot selected was very near the placs
where Rafferty was killed a day or two preivious.
When the uight express passed up, the

rattling of the cars, and the roar of the locomotivefailed to disturb the sleeper, ami as

the train whizzed past the wheels cut off bis
: hair cloee to the scalp, Astonishing as it

may appear, the man escaped uninjured,
but. his personal appearance is slightly aljtered. This is no doubt the most "hairIbreath" escape 00 record..-JV", Y Com.

RIA GAZETTE AI
STILL LATER FROM EUROPE.

MOKE WAR NEWS.

Auatriana Reported to have croaied the Ticiaa

St. John's, (X.F.) May IK.The steamshi|
Adelaide, of the Galway and Newfouudlam
line, arrived here this afternoon with Kuru

pean dates of the dUth ultimo.
The London Times <>f the -7th, speakin|

of the Kusno-Freneh alliance, snvs, it is tuna

startling, changing in h moment the whul
vtsiiiif iiflfnirM1

1'he King of Sardiuia loot gone to join tli
army at Alexandria,
The Tuscan army culled on the Grand Ihik

to join France and Piedmont nod declar
war against Austria, hut he declined am

fled, ami Tnscanv declared a military dicta
torship.

Warlike preparations are going on in Kng
land. There is great activity at Woolwich
The government has chartered the Cunun
steamer Etna and other vessels to conve

troops and ammunition to the .Mediterranean
Kumora were circulating of a proclamatioi
calling out ten thousand men for the navy
War premiums are being generally deman

ded at Lloyd's.
The Parliamentary elections have common

ced quietly.
The latest accounts from France repot

active military movements throughout tha
empire. Eighty thousand French troops wer

expected to he tn Italy by the day the steam
er sailed.

Denmark is reported to have concluded
treaty offensive and defensive with Franer
The Paris Bourse has been greatly excite*

but less so than the Loudon Stock Kit-hang*
The funds declined 1 per cent, on the 27tli
but recovered * on the 2Sth, three percent*
closing at G2f 70c.
The panic at London was very great.
There has been a great panic on the Lon

don Stock Exchange. Consuls fluctuate*
excessively.

! The ship Pomona, fr<)m Liverpool for Net
York, was wrecked off Wexford on the ITtli
The crew and three passengers, names uu

known, were saved. .She had over 4<H>soul
ou board. The loss of life unknown.

Latknt..London', April 30..The repot
that the Austrian^ crossed the Ticino on th
20th prtivcd incorrect. They had receive*
orders to do so, but the order was counter
mantled and they remained on tbecast bank

It was asserted that the advanced post
had crossed, and that the main army wroul
do so on the 20th.
The Austrian official journals contain a

imperial manifesto explaining the neceasit;
ofa war with Sardinia, and autfioritutivel v d*

.! nviiig the existence of a secret treaty betwee
Kussia ami France.
London. Saturday Xumi..Consols h'j.

Austria has issued a manifesto tuutumouti
to a declaration of war.

Paris, Sutnrdav..The Austrian troop
have crossed the 'j'ioino, aud commenced hoi
tilitieg. This is official.
Tut Latest..Liverpool, Saturday, noon

Sale* ><f cotton to-day ealiuiulod at four thoufan
bales. There is but little inquiry and prices weni
Wheat and corn closed bouyant, at extreme ratei
and all qualities have considerably advanced, su

Is. Cd. Provisions close with an advancing ten

dency.
London..Baring's circular quotes wheat a ii

ranciug. Prices have advanced S to ss. ^1 quai
I ter. Flour is also advancing, aud all qualities at

higher.
Latest from California and Mexico

i! New Orleans, May 7..The Tehuautepe
steamer Coatzacoalcas, from Minatitlnn, ai

rived to-day. She brings dates from Sn
Francisco to the 20th of April, boing nin
days later than the news by the uvrrlan
mail.

In consequence of warm weather, whic
hoe improved the condition of the mad.-, an

large receipts of treasure from the Califurai
and Frazer river mines, and the liberal oi

dera for goods from the interior, an improve
mont had taken place in the San Francisci

. markets.
r' The transactions in first hands are limited

Htid an extraordinary consumption of good
will be reuuired to reduce the present ver

heavy stock in, time for the large expeetei
receipts.
The steamer for New V.irk. via the 1stL

mus of Punama, ha» on board ,5l17tM»,(HMi ii

Ku,1fIhe receipts from the mines have beei
large, amounting to 5736,000 in specie.
The amount of treasure exported since th

1st ofJanuary, i-5l'2,u2.r»,'kio.
There hail been no arrivals at Shu Franco

Co. from the Atlantic ports since the depart
ureof the last mail, nor had there been an

clou rn rice-
The papers furnmh dates from Oregon t

theOth nit. S. J. McL'ormick. democrat. hm
been elected mayor of Portland, l»v a larg
majority.

| the California Legislature adjourned with
<»ut taking any notion on the outstundiu
State indebtedness.

L'ai.ii'urnia Ma a* sis. San Francisco, Apr
20.- I.urgu agio* nt boots and ?b"ts have bee
uiade at auction at hoiue rates. I.'andles the sum
and sales lower. L'oflco is active and command
better rates. Crockery is in good demand. I
dry goods large retuil sales ham been aiude with
out loa*. Kishare dull. Malt liquors very dull.iKasteru rebned Oiulaasea steady. .Naval stores ar

much depressed.
provisions are steady. Iloino. lie spirit/ ar

more active, with improving rales. Foreign spir
it.s are quiet, itetiiied sugars hu\c an improve
tendency. Eastern ground salt declined. Tea
active. Tobacco dull. Flour is better: busiocs
in Kiebuioud with jobbing rates at tcu. Freight
very lull.

'! Naw Uri.k vnn. May S. We have our fill
budget of Mexican news by the l oatzacoalcos
Minister McLane arrived at Minatitlan m

the 1st inat. After paying an official visit t<

the consul, he would return to Vera Crux oi

the 4th.
No military operation* of im|s>rtance liavi

occurred since the sailing of the Tennessee
(jen. f>egollado attributes hi* defeat to tin
explosion of a magazine, which destroyed
large number of the urtilleryraeii. ifehat
retreated with his army, in good order, fort'
Utiles, and encamped at Tubucca, where In
would recommence immediate operation:
against the city of Mexico.

Kobles, with a party of the reactionists
had taken Jalapa, and prohibited conimitni
cation with VeraCruz, under pain of death
lien. Ampudia, with a force of liberals, wa

»»wl A lo.ttL una
untrilllll, aim a inmie ~ ,

Juarez bail issued a general exequatur ti

ull American consuls and vice consul*, ru

storing thoso withdrawn by Miramon.
Minister McLane issued a circular in de

r* fence of the Americans, maintaining thn
Tthcr would act in good faitb, and with Con

sistencv towards Mexico.
The Liberals had taken the ports of Coloni

and San Bias, on the Pacific.
From the Brazos we lenrn that a fonnida

lile conspiracy has been disco*ered at Moute
icy.

Mr. Oaray, the new consul general of Jua
re* for New York, leaves ou Friday for Xev
York, and will immediately enter upon hi:
duty.

'fhe Coatzacoalcos left Minatitlan on tin
4th inst.
The United States sloop-of-war Brooklyi

tu than there, with Hon. Mr. McLane, wbi
was paying on official vis:t to U. S. Consu
Allen. Mr. McLane had addressed Ocaropi
an important letter, defending the Unite<
States against the charges of Miramon's gov
eminent.

Pronouncing.."La! ma, here's a Leagle.'
Ma, (reproachfully)."A heagle! Oh! yoi
hignorant gal. Vy, it's a howl." Keeper o

the menagerie."Axes parding. mum, 'tis ai

»wW"

waatortMBr- I in m irnmrnr.

TO VIRGINIA ADA
The Blue Kidge Country, Virginia.

C'orres. of th? Xt>ir }'«;/. Sjtit it nfthf l'inu\.
^

F.uqukr Cocntv, Va. May I. lsa'.L.
According to iny promise, I send you a

^ "screed" intended to he descriptive of t!.e

^ Blue Kidge country, and embracing portions
of Loudoun, Fau(|uier. Clarke, and \N arren

K counties. Salem. I pperville. and Paris, are
the principal points of attraction in I pper

^ tau<|uier. 1 shall often refer to Salem here
f after. Paris issitueted in Ashby's tiap. at the
e Kastern base of the Blue Kidge Mountains,

| in thfr Northern and upper jm«rti«»n of FnuB
quier County. At a distance of' afsuit half
a mile above Paris. u|m>ii the summit of A.shtby's t«ap, stands a commanding and lofty

e poplar. distinguished as the commencing
j jx.int of Loudoun. Fauquier. and Clarke
r counties. A narrow strip of Warren 1'ouiij

ty runs also to within half a mile of this nojted tree. This gap takes its name from one

of the earliest and moat resolute settlors id
j this region of country, by the name of Ashybv. He was the first with a loaded wagon

to pioneer this then rugged and dangerous
a *orge *be mountain. When about to deIscend the Kastern slope of the mountain

with his team, a friend in company insisted
upon his "hs-king" his wheels. His reply
was quite characteristic: "It's a il.u poor
liorse that can't outrun a wagon:" cracked

,t his whip, and on he moved. For his temcritty he had the satisfaction of seeing two of
u his finest horses killed before lie reached the
h base of the mountain. Luring the revoluItionarv war this same old gentleman was the
;l bearer of im|Mirtant despatches to our armv.
. and actually rode from what is now known
1 as Clarke County to Richmond, one hundred
. and fifty miles, in a day and night. Ky-tlie|(

bye, Tom Ashby (old he ml.) rendered illus[trious by the graceful pen of "Old Hominiion." is u lineul descendant of this old gen;tleman.
Puris contains a population of about two

j hundred, and is surrounded on both sides by
high and rugged mountains. Viewed from

v the surrounding hills, it presents to the eye
quite a picturesque and ornate appearance.
It was named Paris in honor of the French

8 nation, who were at that time rendering us

such signal service in our revolutionary
q struggles, by its founder. Mr. Peter Class
L. cock, a patriotic old gentleman. This old
j gentleman hud a tine brick house erected
._ upon a commanding position above the town;

and when Heneral Lafayette revisited this
M county and Wareenton, the old gentleman
,1 mounted his horse, rode down to Warrenton,

sought an introduction to the Heneral, ten.dering to him this house and lot, provided
lie u'niilil nnil'M if tiw tiifure residence.
Tiiin patriotic offer Monsieur 1c Marquis

. gracefully declined.
Perhaps there in no mountainous region

of equal elevation and unavenness anywhere
t to he found, more valuable for the character

of its timber and the productiveness of it»
s soil than the Blue Midge, and especially that

portion of it lying along the line dividing
the counties of Fauquier and Loudoun from
Warren and Clarke. The Western slopes

j of the mountain, which extend to the Shont.andouh Hivcr, alwund mostly in yellow and
i, white pine, with, in muny places, a thick
y undergrowth of laurel. These pines grow
'* to a tine size, tall and erect, and when

I "Fretted with the gui's of heaven,
Wag their high topi,"

e seemingly in defiance of the blast. The
saw, however, has made considerable havoc
amongst the choice specimens, and with the
help of the axe, in many places, ha-* cx'changed the forest for the field The howl

r" of the wolf has long since given way to the
n bleating of the lamb- The music of the old
e fox-dog has iufused some shyness in the
j movements of Keynard. The wild turkey,!

duck, pheasant, quail, woodcock, and snipe,
p are among the luxuries of the table. With:
j the hardy and industrious people who have
a cast their lot among these lulls, a Christmas
. dinner is deemed incomplete without a roas

ted turkey, or a broiled pheasant. Here,
1 too, is the abode of the American Fugle.

and the stately Ondor does not leap from
the summit of Chimhonuo among the clouds,

's with more dignity ami pride than does our

v noble Kagle herefrom the top of his native
j Bine 1 *all. The soil, although of fairqoali|

ty in this piney region, improves a* we h»

rend to the ton of the ndce. I lie excellence
, nf its clunscter is truthfully in<I. Ibelieve.by tli*- timber the oak bind. as it i«
|( i*albeing flu* best. The oak, in all its

variety, is louitd upon the higher lands and
the Southern grades of the mountain.
There is a choice variety, however, oT paw

, paw, hickory, locust, choiiut, elm, iiiuple,
. walnut, gum, and occasionally a nolde ,-pe^cimen ol iiiulheri'V, Besides these, as

though nature intended to exhibit the ver0satility of her productive talent, and asso

(j ciate the beautiful with the useful, the red
e bud and sassafras untold then bloom in earlyMay, while the dng-wood and wild honey!suckle seem only to await the run nf unotii
j er half-moon to succeed them. 'The wild
"

grape is abundant here, and is much used
II by the inhabitants. The wine made from it
. is of u very superior <|ualitv. The straw*berry, raspberry, ond blackberry, are natives
h of these hills, and are found in their season
n in no limited <|tiaiitities. The higher lands

are mostly adapted best to the production of
oats, corn, and buckwheat; vet many far-

'
liters on the very summit of the ridge make

. fair yields of wheat. 1 have known as

many a* lifteon and twenty bushels of very
ft superior wheat, (weight Ml t«> '»4 lbs. to the
" bushel; grown to the acre on the highest
* lauds, and of .Northern exposure. Within
*

a few years past there has been some im.preventer)t in the care and skill with which
these lands are managed, tiypsum is used
freely, and with decidedly beneficial results.

1 In inunv. indeed. I may say most places, the
} surface is thickly covered with stone, and to
1

one who is a strunger to the cultivation of
......I. .. ^...1 «» ltoiAiieu ouhintuliitur lliot mil'
a in* ii 11 ^«»n, iv n|i|>vui - u-iiwiuoiaiii^ v inn mi v

one should ever think "f attempting its cul'tivntioti. T<> w staid old (Sernian farmor
from the smooth mellow soil of Poiintivlva|
niii it would l««ik like labor lost to attempt
its cultivation. Not ho. however: comfort

\ and thrift as universally follow the industri1
ous utid skilful use of the plough and the
hoe here, as upon the smoother landH of the
valleys. I hiring dry seasons from which we

' often suffer in the South, these stony hills
are more productive than the lands even of

'

a better quality that have no stone upon
s them. The corn crop, particularly, i* better

in such a season. The great quantity of
J stone lyinj; upon the top of the soil, coveringit in a good degree, has the affect of retainingthe moisture, which without them

{
would sooner he lust by evaporation and the
direct action of tho rays of the sun. And
so with respect to grass. Clover, timothy,
orchard, and blue grans. constitute the chief
elements of jiasfurage. These mountain
lands are profitably employed for grazing
purposes. Many of our wealthy farmers,
owning valuable estates near the ridge, have
of late years found it judicious to invest coii;
siderable sums in the purchase of these
lands for the purpose of grazing. 1 believe

9 it is an admitted fact that these high and
rough lands, acre for acre, and treated in a

1 similar manner, compete successfully in tinfatteningof stock with the best lands of
3

Loudoun and Fauquier. The soil of the

j Southern grades of the ridge is mostly a

^
tenacious clay, with a moderate portion of

j gravel or sand, it is not uniform, however,
tn this mixture, and the frequent changes in
it* shades or color, which are presented to
the eye, indicate measurably the absence of
one or the other. The siopes of the moun]tain, from its base to its top, are from halt a

f mile to two miles in length, and are very pr^
j ductive, partaking largely of thj elements

J essential to the growth of' wheat. Twenty, J

PERUSER.-may ii

twenty-five :tn<i thirty bushels per acre, are

no ii lift mi nioii tuni-i>iit" from tallow. An>l
rye, although its cultivation fur u tew years
past hat I teen almost discarded, yields abun-
dantly. The use of plaster has. doubtless,
Itiiie ti 111 11 towards the improvement of this
region. Some experiments have Iwen made
with guano, but I think with less profitable
results than have attended its u>e in more

Kastern \ irginia Itsetfeet, although mark
ed. 1 think, are not sufficiently so Co justify
its use. at least upon the better portions of
these lauds. 1 his region abounds in mine
ral springs of almost every variety tit" medi
einal water, and, without doubt, inhabited
bv the most pmlilie raee extant. It is nothinguncommon to see from fourteen to twen- '

ty healthy children in a family, and parents
scarcely having passed the meridian of life.
.Such a thing us barrenness is almost unknownin this section of country.

In taking leave of this part of my subject,
I am happy to he able to add. that one group
of those valuable mttlu'iiial springs, locaieu

in tli»* generous .mil wf Warren, in full view
of tin* beautiful Blue Ridge. and near enough
to l>e fanned hy its delightful and invigoratingbreezes, and in close proximity to the
neat and flourishing town of Front-Koyiil.
has already been handsomely fitted up for the
reception of visitors, and is rapidly becominga favorite resort, alike for the invalid
and the pleasure seeker: and there is no

doubt each of them inv be benefitted by a sojournat these delightful springs. The
northern slopes of the ridge are most plentifullysupplied with springs, alternating with
freestone, limestone, and sulphur. But these
hills abound in springs, pure, clear, and unfailing.iudeed. I doubt whether, within the
broad limits of our glorious Tiiion, there is a

region to be found so well supplied with
springs whose healthful waters are as congenialto the taste of man. Many of them
have their fountains upon the very top of
the mountain, fmt they soon find a channel
through its gorges to the valleys below,
where uniting with kindred current, they becomeentitled to the more dignified appellationof creek and river, and are soon mingledwith the waters of the .Shenandoah and
Potomac.
One of these springs, on the very summit

of the ridge, some four miles west of Ashby's
gop, deserves a special notice. It is, by way
of distinction, culled "Rock Spring," a very
appropriate eognomen. for its full silvery
current (an inch and a ball* in diameter)
forcing its way through a ponderous mass of
granite rock, and when the mercury has run

up to '"'degrees is cool and grateful to the
-to. .. n a- though it hud houudei 1 fresh
from a region of ice. I never look upon this
full current gushing from its granite bed but
I am reminded of that wonderful exhibition:
of the divine power to the l-raelites. as under
the guidance of Moses they sojourned through
the wilderness.
"He su ite ihu the watci-guiheUforth."
From many points on this part of the Blue

Ridge we have most interesting views of a

large portion of the valley of Virginia on

the one side and of that fertile, beautiful, arid

Eicturesque country lying in the counties of I
otidoun ami Fauquier, on the other. The

view continues until the eye is lost amid
Lsao onus, .nnritnrr tlirt lililtunt L si |»f

uiu iiaiiiM nuiivMiiium^ niv » v.

Maryland. And at tliis ray and hope inspiringseason.if one may he allowed to

indulge his imagination he might readily
com,dude that the fahled Ceres had visited
the»e proud old hills; and under her auspi-
i-es, charge, and influenee, life and beauty
and fruitfulness were spreading sweet charm.*
all around Mini.

"in June -aweet June t»u<i sun lo .ie l.n^lit
Ne'er threw a ray of purer light

On glun or fouutein.
Nor classic Helicon, 1 ween,
l!Vi stooil aniiii a fairer aeeue

Than tli' old Hlue Monutain'
Yours, in haste, Nl< Huus drier,!?.

The Ashland Races Spriug Meeting lbi>9

tin Tuesday. 17th inst., the races occur

over the Ashland Course, and may he ex

peeled to continue with unabated interest
throughout the week, 'lite inauguration of
this favorite race course took place in Dcto
her last, when l'<»r the first time, in many
years, the presence of ladies gave animation
to the scene, and inspired the hope that tile
palmy days of Old \ irguiia were ahout to
return. On tho occasion referred to, a more i
hrilliuut array of fashion und heauty than

graced the pavilion appropriated to the ex

elusive use of the lair daughters ol \ irgiuia,
could not well he imagined. We have rcu

son to know that the preparations for the uc-

coiniuiniatioii ol ail, and particularly ladies,
have been greatly improved and extended,
in view of the approaching meeting; and the
entries of fine stock on the occusiou. lurtnsii
every guaranty that all who are in atten
dance will he highly gratified hy the excit
ing contests of the week. We caniiot for
hear, however, drawing attention to the
great four mile race w hich is to come otf on

the first dav of the meeting, lor a purse of
iii all probability, and citiiiiilv b-r

uiit less than ^1,4'HI. The competitors most

prominent for this stake are, the celebrated
horses Pluiiet and Tar River, both in tip-top
order, and both impatient to do or die. On
the following day, Wednesday, ltilh, two interestingraces will occur, one of them, the )
eolt rare, in which Exchequer and Crino-
line are entered, will exeite an interest, and
attract a crowd, but little lew than that
which illustrated the celebratod contest be-
tween Kelipse and IJenri. The ladies re»i-j
dent in the adjacent counties are busy we !
learn in preparation tor the great event, and
the Knights Templar of Providence and Bos
ton having been invited, will be on the ground
in all their bright array, while their tine
bauds of music, aided by the Armory Band
of Richmond, will enliven tin* scene to an

extent never witnessed ever, here in the
heart of Old \ irginia.. /i*uh. H'/m/.

a

Fish Culture.
A remarkable account has been lately giv-

en by I'r. t.'loijuot. to the Paris Societe d'Ac-
climation, of the results of an attempt to keep
salmon in fresh w ater ponds having no communicationwith the sea. The experiment
was made at St. t'ncufa. near St. < 'loud,
where M. C'oste has successfully carried on

pisciculttiral operations on a very extensive
scale. The pond chosen for the experiment
in question is of small extent, una is sup-
plied by a small stream of fresh water, sufti-
oieiit to form a cascade. Three years ago
the pond was entirely emptied and cleaned
out. Fn April and May. 1855, several thousandsalmon, only two months old, were

placed in the pond with trout, and, notwithstandingthe voracious nature of the latter
fish, the salmon have prospered well that
a lew w eeks ago, in the presence of the Kniperor,who takes great interest in the artificialproduction of fish.no less than 2<K> kilo
grammes weight «»t* salmon whs caught by
one haul of a net. Thin result is very »ur-

prising, but M. Coste states that he was far
more astonished to timl that the female sal
nmii were full of eggs. He adds that lie saw
several eggs so highly developed that they
were ou the point of being emitted. These
results, which hear the stump of high Authenticity,prove that salmon may be produced
and reared in fresh water ponds, under sinii-
lar circumstance*

BLEACHIKG AMD P&ESSIMG

II VERY description of STRAW HATS and
j BONNETS, Bleached au<i Pressed in a superiormanner, bv MRS. J, A. NASH,
my A eo.'tt N<». 4 '. Fairfax st., South of Prince.

rpHK PATENT DOl'HLK If'E PITCH Kit. rn

1 Britnnia an>l Silver-plated, for sale by
ap27 JOHN 00D8M.

W111TB WASH BRUSHK8.Bnubw «l all
kind*, Ftulber Putters, for sale by

iLD3u JOHN OoOAN'. I

rimin r *SS*£S&SBBBBBBSB£St8SZi

, 1850.
[COMMI'.VK A ltt».

Persecution.
The cry «»f y*v.«s utiu/i, the usual cry o

desperation. is u>;aiti being raised by thi
Smith party of this Congressional I'istrict
liuw many votes will he effected by it, ii
\ei undetermined, but if I am not nine!

mistaken it will, this time, go unheeded..
It was the cry in l*o7 and this is but tin
echo, coming hack after a two years' ab
sem e. It i» strange that gentlemen "wh.
live in ela-s houses will continue to throw
stones." It were an easy matter to take U|
some of the editorials and eommunieationi
in the Smith papers of this district, that teen
with the most severe threatening agains
those, who refusing to be "whipped in" t<
the support of (joy. Smith, have the effron
try to maintain and express their own opin
ions. Were it deemed necessary or iuipor
tatit *o show conclusively who are the per
seeutors. it would not he a difficult task ti
convict those who are most boisterous wit!
the cry of I'm petition, as being the partie:
who are really guilty.

> .< -l i\
bPl I1U* ash. WI1CII lilt' isriuin-ruiit; upjiw

nents of Gov. Smith over attempted to re

move men from office, because they hud aus

taiiied him? Let me further ask, what man

who ever voted against Gov. Smith, or did
not yield him a cordial support, has evet

been itp|H»inted to any place of honor 01

profit, by the recommendation of (Jovernoi
Smith, or his zealous supporters? Let m<
ask still further, what threateniugs havt
ever been sent forth by Mr. Shackelford 01

his friends against those who prefer to sup
port Gov. Smith? None that I have seen.

none that 1 have read of. True, Goveruoi
Smith's political course has been criticized,
Inn there have been no fhreatenings breath'
ed forth against him or his supporters.
Compare the spirit and temper of the articleswritten by the friends of Mr. Shackelford.with those on the other side, and see

if von can find in the former, expression*
similar to thoses which abound in the Smith
publications. We cull a few examples from
a single editorial."If they may indulge
their chronic personal dislikes against the
notorious preferences of a majority of their
party, may not others do the same? If they
may carry out their personal prejudice* to
the extent of breaktny up the party, «fv., may
not others give equal scope to their resentments'"Here we have two gratuitous charges,of the indulgence of "jwisaiuldislikes,"
and the carrying out of "personal prejudices"and two distinct threats. "Can they
sow the wind, and not reap the whirlwind?"
Threat No. 3.upon the devoted head of
"the moat envenomed opponent" who repu
diates the "duty ofsubmission" to Governor
Smith ! These constitute but a titLo of the
gentle hints that ubound iu the published
article* in favor of Gov. Smith, which are

thrown out to frighten and alarm the supportersof Henry Shackelford. Nay, inore.

It has been said on the streets of Alexandria,
that the Democrats who may vote for Mr.
Shackelford would be marked men in the
party.and that dire aud dreadful calamitieswould befall others, who might choose
to t-xpress their honest preference at the
polls. Men who have boon Democrats from
their youth up are being constantly read out
of the party by gentlemen who were high
priests in tne order 01 am aim ine leau>*rain Whig glee clubs in '40 and '44, delightingto exereirie their vocal powers in makingmimic from the contents of the "yellow
kicrr " Why is it, that gentlemen cunnot,
in this contest, he allowed to have and expresstheir opinions in a respectful manner,
without having attributed to them personal
and vindictive motives? Do these ardent
supporters of Do*. Smith, claim any credit
for their zeal? If so, why not exercise a little
churitv for the opinions of others, and accord
to theui at least the shadow of honesty even

if you daim the substance.
It is, however, pretty generally understood.gentlemen, tliut no threats of retribution,no cry of vengeance, no bulls of ox

communication, which you may put torth,
from this to the fourth Thursday in the
month, an deter Democrats from their determinationto think for themselves and to
vote as they thiiik proper.

A DKMOCKAT,
[Coiiscjin.i rto.

The trmul quotation is uow applicable.
"Truth crurihed to earth," Ac. The "Basis
Principles" contaiu sound Democratic
doctrines, and tirst rate political principles!
(,'ould tin* Know Nothings then have been
eery inony in striving to establish them, and
"organizing" for that pnrjsise. Their ritual,obligation-. Ac., were abolished, and done
away with, as everybody knows, but their
"Ba-is Principled" were what they really
fought for, utid what the Democratic party
fought against, because they wore intended to
form the platiorm on which the Know Nothingparty was to stand in opposition to the
Democratic party. It is, therefore, positivelyi'Jreshimj to see the "Basis Principles,"
deleiided, praised, and advocated, by a portion,at least, of those w ho call themselves,
and profess to he .Democrats. All the Know
Nothings ever wanted was the adoption of
their basis Principles, and hence iu 1855,
their leaders acted in favor of those who advo.f...i,i

M ATH KM ATIG'AL LINK.

[t'nam. \ it 11 Kit.

As Mr. Thomas hits two "|>emocratic"
competitors, each of whom assail his position-ami his principles, ami strive to rebut
his arguments, I respectfully suggest that
"lair play" requires that in tin* discussion to
come off. tic should have as much time as

/»./// his competitors. It has been said that
Mr. Thomas should not run as a candidate,
because there are two 1'emoerats in the held.
It that doctrine he correct, the Whigs could
he prevented from ever having a candidate.
But since he will run, is that any reason why
one of his competitors should la> allowed to
double teams upon him? Ql'EKO.

| CoM MIMCaTED.
(ireat injustice is done to the State Rights

pamphlet, "which issued at the Alexandria
iazette office," in not stating that it was folded.

pasted, stitched and covered at Mr. Sigg»*rs'Book Bindery. The last fact is importantas well as the former. Besides, I do not
know that it would he meddling eery particularlywith the business concerns of otherpeople. It may he remarked too, that
as the "vellow and green'' paper for the coversdid not hold out, a few were covered with
pink!! HARRISON.

[I'OMMI XK ATF.D.
As au evidence of the confidence felt by

the friends of Mr. Thomas us to that gentleman'ssuccess, we will state that a gentlemanfrom Fauquier county, well p<wted
in rrjjupj Hi*- |Muiiirni ruin jnrjuun mi wim

county. made u Iiet with a gentleman of thin
itv. '<n Monday night, of $50 to $'J0.'2$ to

*1 .that Fnuouier would go for Thomas!

11 A CARD.
.0 THE PUBLIC: Person* wishing to visit

(he Country during the Summer, may find comfortableaccommodations at
TAYLOR'S HOTEL. Winchester.

at moderate rates, by the Week or Month. Koous
La hop. am» Atk». SILAS J. SANDERS,
»pl2-«olm Proprietor.

OR 3 E. OULICK

Has located at Auandale, Fairfax County, and
otiers to the public big Professional service*

U> C.»og A "
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Ml Ml a.,u
Mowers tit the Sweet Spring liuis

f hi CKf'Alt, <>t IHKSOllM.
f "The howling Wiutei's gone »i, l j,»,

The smiling season's eouie at Im*r,
Heboid the rosy Spring

* We always admire the many and m ,;tll1
i rious beauties ut the ever returning l(l<
. because, like Mohammed * feigned
8 everv one speaks out with seventy ihou-ai.i

tongues "lie luaketh everythiug beautiiu.
iu his season."

1
I "Hut nevof yet, by night or day,

C In dew of Spring or Mitumer>'> in
Ui.i thy iweet fields shine so g*>1 As uow they shiue."

* "The Winter In past, the ruin is over h^]1 gone, the dowers appear on the earth, u,«1 tiuie of the siugiug of the birds i- ooiu«( a:.l> the voice of the turtle is heard in the i»uj
" The tig-tree putteth forth her green tigs, a-]*
* the vines with the tender grapes gne a g..j* smell." Now we go out with joy, and ar

led forth iu peace; the mountains bursting in
> song, and the valleys rij* with music, break
> forth liefore us into singing, and the trees ,.t
4 the field, draped in changeful blush, ,-Un

thoir crl-id lunils on.I oil

"With it of |>rai.««, gu u[.
To the eternal banquet I"

The brooks and rivers are scintillating
j with sunbeams; the meadows are roseate P

and woven in nature's looius; the matin
f

choirs don their fairest feathers, and warble
.

their richest notes, while along the broad
ways of the world, the green isles of nature.

t
and the narrow paths of life, the clad gra>
see come creeping, creeping! Kvertking
felicitates the advent of the sweet Spring'
What an obvious want of beauty, and ho*

appurentiv imperfect would have he. 11 our

world, had there heeu no Howe*! Th>-«'
are among the "g<sal and perfect gifts'' ot
the Creator, and nothing could have taL.-n
their place. The mountains are ornate with
wild blossoms, the valleys are smiling with
violets and variegated beauties, and the lit
tie vines and honeysuckles are leaning aloug
the feueea, embroidering the side-walks, anil
stretching their anxious and precious teu
drils on every bush and tree. That we mignt
have u miniature picture of the "better land,"
(loj hath rol>ed the globe with glory, set it
in a golden frame, and hitched it on the
crook of time, so the pilgrims journeying
thitherward mav know the land when they
reach it.
Flowers.sweet flowers! Who does not

love to see, to talk, and even to write uhoiit
flowers? Flowers are the jewelry gracing
the gurmeuts of Spring, as she comes forth
beautifully arrayed in her full welcome dress,
greeted bv admiring millions. Kvery where,
and at all times, the heart of man blesses
dowers, lie hsiks upon them with an ad
miring eye, gathers them w ith a soft hand.
and presses them as creatures that he loves.
He delights to walk forth in the soft guahnt
a beautiful May morning, and see the prim1
rose and sweet-williams, the tulips and «!
uiond trees, the willows and wall-Hower*.

Seaoh trees aud peat trees, the daisy and
andelions, the japonicas and geraniums, all

bursting forth into bloom aud beauty. Let
us remember,

"There is a lesion iu each flower,
A story in each stream and bower,
On every herb on which we tread
Are written words, which, rightly read.
Will lead us from earth's fmzrant sod.
To hopo, aud holineis, and 'tod " i

To foreshadow the beauties of the C'hri* \
tian religion, flowers were inwrought on the i

seven branches of the golden candlestick,
the cedar beams of the temple, and the hriui
of the hraion sea.

Flowers are sacred and sanctified for every
ocasion. Thev are wreathed around the
cradle of childhood, as syuiltola of innocence
and beauty; they hang iu rich garlands
around the hymetiial altar, as types of a

future life of innoceuee and joy ; and they
grow on the graves of the departed, as apt
emblems of the resurrection b-slie* "raiseJ
in oounrr
The I'ersiau in his scarlet robes of royalty,

the iirahmiu >d the distant Hast, and the
rude Arab in his desert home, delight iu
their beauty and fragrance ; and, like Ksau,
lay their garments up, and embalm their let
tive robes in "the smell of a tield." And
even the Aborigines of the tar West will
clasp their hands in glee us they gathet to*
abundant blossoms from the pictorial pages
of the hook of nature.
The Cupid of the ancient Hindoo* tipped

his arrows with flowers; ami even in our

day. bouquets, orange buds, and bridal
crowns, are tokens of the loudest affection
Flowers garlanded the shrine of the Kgvp
tiaii Priest, and the proudest Ureek, and
hang in votive wreaths around the Chris
tiau's "throne of grace." With Horace

I Smith, 1 may truly say
*'W«re I, 0! God. iu rbnrcblesi latch renutiuing,

f ar truia the voire of toucher* <-r diviues,
My soul would find, in flowers ot thy ordaining.

Priests, seruions, shrines'"

i BAGS! BAGS!! BAGS!!!
THK CHKAPKST AXI) BUST BAOS!

TUP

BALTIMORE BAG FACTORY,
Nq. 2 WOOD STREET, BOWLY'H WHA1U,

BALTIMORE, MD.,
Koep* ronatutitly on hand, in I makes to order,

till dett<*riptionr of Aiai'biue made, {laud-made, and
Scainlea*

B AOS,
('or t bo mo of

Kio 4Lagi yka Covr**,
pAKMrRW AMI* ml 1.1 KM,

<11 wo and Pi.ailks,
iiitu«" i rh' ani> hhipi-amk,

uunsy,$ai.t, anil.StUAP.

BL'C'KWHEAT AND KLUl'R RAGS,
<»l miy aire,

PRINTED IN HANDSOME STY L. I.

SKCOSD-UAMt HA ON,
(>1 varioui kiud<, for aal«. All BAUt) ina le a'

thia t-at*bliahrn»nt
GUARRANTEED ACCORDING TO SAMPLE
The lar^ea! aud ma I leal orders tilled promptly,

and Bt LOWER KATES than thev run he bougt.t f
for elaeabere.

T/4f~ All orders will receive the j.romjrf per*- rtal
attention of the Proprietor.

JOHN C. GRAFFLIN,
No. 2 VVoodalTMt, liowl) a WbATl. Rail,

uih 2*».«o2iii
M r C O It \11 c K

REAPING AND MOWING MACHINE.
15,000 Sold the Lsat 4 Yeara

GliZAT IMl'HU VLNkS 7.Y HM't. tt)k IkW

ADDISON, WALLACE A CO.,
Having accepted the Adwy tur iht -nle »:

-»- ». ,.i,.,,tlli dl'lot'u a v 11
IMcCUKMIt. K " ir.Lr.im.ur.u »»..«» ....

MOWER, nr« prepared to furnish them at ami.iacUirer'*pricee, adding freight only.
Io railing attention to thi» M At.' HIN K. »e w .ul i

say that, with the iniprot etnent- for lH.rV,/ in j't»'
of (impliedly, durability, u.n<i jiert'ort working, it

WARRANTED, a- a Reaper and Mower, superior
to any other uiade. aud would udvn<e all in »anl

ol a Reaper and .Mower, to .'all uud examine the

Ma.'liioe. "I our U nrtKmttr, .Vo. I .t I mvn
or *end for a Circular, dei-rriptive them, helot e

purchasing any other. Address
AbDISuX, WALLACE A CO.

No. IJ L'uion-«t., Alex's.. \ »

ap 19 -2awtJe) AeotJy I

TH <> V A S N. JAM J K S OS .

MACHINIST and
IKON K 0 I N 1> K K.

Corner of Royel end Wilkes atresia,
ALEXANDRIA, VA .

Iri prepared to execute order* tor Stalltf*'1 r

i. Stbam R*ei.*k4, Builkkh, Mill tearing. £baft I
tag, Pulleys aud Hangers, Tobarrolicpws, I'utop». I
Kaoi.Blnleand Hand Laibee,Drill Presses, w r-ught I

r Cast Railing, Columns and tlirdets,0*"^ *u' I
Pipe, and .Machinery ol every description nip«- I

j nor CAtJTINtlrl made to order at sb-M noil.« '"A I
' ua rsajestble terms. ap 1.*"(11


