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Congress..Both Houses of Congress were

engaged yesterday in the c^isideration of

private bills.
Virginra Legislature..A number of

1 tills were passed by the Senate on Thurs

day. The Committee of Conference on the
Bank redemption law reported their inabil¬
ity to agree. The bill concerning taxes on

Merchants licenses was debated during the

day and at night. In the House of Dele¬

gates, the bill imposing taxes on persons
and property was debated. The estate of
the Mount Vernon Association was exempt¬
ed from taxation by a unanimous vote.

District Convention..The Democratic
Convention of thin district, met at Warren-

ton, on Thursday last, and nominated, as

may be seen in the report published in
another column, Jas. Barbour, of Culpeper,
and Alfred Moss, of Fairfax, Delegates, and
C. B. Tebbs, of Fauquier, and John Seddou,
of Stafford, Alternates, to represent the Dis¬
trict in the Charleston Convention. The

delegates, and one of the alternates, (Mr.
Seddon) favor the nomination of Mr. Hun¬
ter. The other alternate, Mr. Tebbs, is an

advocate of the nomination of Mr. Wise.

TnE President has felt it his duty to send
to the House oi Representatives a formal
protest against a resolution of the House, of
the 5th instant, ordering an investigation
whether the President or any other officer of
the Government had used money or patron¬
age, or other improper means, to influence
the action of Congress or of any committee.
We publish this protest, at length, in our

columns, injustice to him. It will be atten¬

tively read and considered, not only by the
members of the House of Representatives,
but by the people of the country generally.
Upon the reading of the Protest in the House,
a debate immediately sprung up or» its na¬

ture and contents. Mr. Sherman took issue
"with the President as to the authority of the
House to make the inquiry; and Mr. Bocock
contended that the proceeding was unwar¬

ranted by any principle of justice known to

the legal profession, or by the criminal law
of any of the States. Mr. Covode said the
President hiroseK had made the charge that

money had been used to control elections,
and his object was to discover the guilty
parties. It was, also, contended that the
House could proceed in no other way to fer¬
ret out the abuses of government, and that

upon the result of such an investigation de¬

pended ulterior action by the House. One
side contended that the charges should be

specific before an investigation could be di¬
rected. The other that, under the circuiu-
stancos it was impossible to be more specific
than was the resolution objected to, &cM Ac.

Finally the Protest of the President was re¬

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
They will report upon it, and we shall soon,

no doubt, have the whole matter fully dis¬
cussed.

It is usual to speak of South Carolina as

the "Nullification" State. Well, when that
State adopted its course, some years ago,
eho did so openly, boldly, manfully, and
with the expectation of resisting, lion oral
Jackson, then at the head of the government,
would have, undoubtedly, (had he not heen

overruled) taken her at her word, and tried
the strength of the government, against
.what iu truth, /«? considered, her rebellion.
But South Carolina should not be so much
subjected to the odium of nullification, as

other States which by a sneaking legisla¬
tion seek to obstruct, and in etfect, nullify
the laws of Congress, passed under authori

ty of the Constitution. Those in Vermont,
Massachusetts, and other States at the North
and Northwest, whohave by their "personal
liberty acts," or other proceedings, interfered
to preveut the execution of the laws, are

nnllijiers in the worst sense of that word.
Not honest, manly nullifiers; but nullitiers
who are afrid to avow what they seek to ef¬
fect.
The letter writers and telegraph reporters

from Washington, are endeavoring to pre¬
pare the public mind for a recess of Con¬
gress, in order that the Members may be
able to attend the Charleston and Chicago
Conventions. We object to the whole plan.
The members of Congress were elected to
devote their time to the legislative business
of the country, aud not as President makers.
They were to go to Washington and not to

Charleston or Chicago. They were to at¬

tend to their duties at the seat of govern¬
ment, and not follow in the train of politi¬
cians all over the country, to manage and

arrange at political conventions, i t is neither
"meet," nor "seemly,"that Congress should
take the proposed recess. Let the members
transact the business before them, and ad-
journ at an early day. That is what the
order loving, quiet, respectable people of j
the country desire.

The attempt lately made in Philadelphia I
to obstruct the operation of the fugitive slave
law, was accompanied by the usual excite-
ment and uproar among the negroes there,
aided by some of their peculiar white friends.
They had a negro ready, as is usual in such
cases, to commit perjury, swearing that the
fugitive was in Ilarrisburj;, at the very time
when he was living in Virginia. This is> j
one of the most unhappy effects of the con-

duct of the abolitiouists. In the Authony
Burns oaoe in Boston, the witnesses would
*walk up, kits the book, and swear without
.oruple, to the most poiut blauk falsehoods,

order to procure his release.

The K. G. C.'ti arc again beginning to be
heard from. General George Bickley, the
Grand Master of this mysterious order of
warriors, has been beating up for recruits in

Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas,
aud we are told, that in those States various

lodges have been organized, whoso aggregate
number of members readies many thousand.
The Baltimore Exchange states that negotia¬
tions have been going on between an agent
of the Juarez government in Mexico, and
these people, for their emigration to Mexico,
where they were at first to appear in the
character of settlers on the soil, in the pro¬
vince of Guanajuato, the Governor of which
is to give them a large sum of money,
and extensive grants of land*, Ac. These
negotiations were so far completed, as only
to require the ratification by Juarez, of what

may be called this treaty of "alliance." The

Exchange adds:.
"The steamer lndianola~theu plying be¬

tween New Orleans and the Brazos.was ac¬

cordingly chartered, at an expense of two
thousand dollars, for the express purpose of
conveying, by the hands of a special agent,
the important document to Vera Crux. The
understanding was, that the Indianola would
return to New Orleans, bringing with her
the treaty, either sanctioned or rejected by
Juarez, about the last of February, or during
the early part of the present month; but
when she reached Vera Cruz she was pressed
into the Mexican service, and with the Wave,
took part in the action which resulted in the
capture of Marin's steamers. The object in
seeking to obtain the consent of the Jua¬
rez government to the agreement entered
into, was of course to place the compact up¬
on a national basis, and stripping the move¬

ment of its agricultural coloring.to give
to those connected with it full authority to

co-operate with the Liberals in establishing
them iu power at the Capital. The whole
project derives its chief support from South¬
ern capitalists. If we may credit the state¬
ments that have been made to us, there are

at this time three thousand men in Texas,
twenty-two hundred iu New Orleans, twelve
hundred in Memphis, and thousands else¬
where, all of whom are now awaiting orders
to march. Where these various bodies are

to be concentrated within the limits of the
United States, is a secret which is known on¬

ly to a few of the more prominent leaders;
but Tampico has been indicated as the place
of debarkation, the distance from thence to

Guanajuato, the capital of the State of that
name, being not much more thau three hun¬
dred miles."

Speaking of the late Democratic Conven¬
tion, in the Petersburg District, the Peters-

burg Intelligencer says;."After a session
of some ten or twelve hours, they finally el-
ectea Messrs. Lewis K. Ilarvie, of Amelia
and Dr. Thompson, of Dinwiddie, as dele¬
gates to the Charleston Convention.the for¬
mer preferring Hunter to all the world, and
the latter Wise. A great effort was made
to elect a Douglasite, but even the combined
eloquence of Pryor, Daniel Harrison, Tim
Hives, and Francis K. Hives, could only
muster up 1207 votes on the first ballot, and
538 on the second, after which the Douglas
nag was left to "hobble" along entirely out
of sight."
The Newburyport, Mass., Herald states

that the majority of the "strikers" in the
shoe trade in Massachusetts, are "surrender¬

ing at discretion and making the best terms

they can with the employers, and that in
Haverhill, Lynn, Newburyport, and else¬
where, the workmen are applying for work,
and the best of them obtaining it.many,
however, being thrown out of employment
altogether. The whole movement, the same

paper says, has been beneficial to the em¬

ployers, aud only injurious to the workmen."

A Havana letter says:."We have in
our port, waiting speculative business, two

celebrated vessels, the 'Grape Shot,' of las
Palmas and George Law, of musket mem¬

ories, and the African yacht Wanderer, which
has created so much excitement from Charles¬
ton, S. C., to Boston.

The evidence against the men arrested in
New York, charged with murders on board
of the oyster sloop Johnson, and the Spray,
seems to accumulate. The prisoners are in

jail, awaiting their arraignment before the

proper tribunal.
The Democrats of Portsmouth, Va., have

held a Convention, and nominated their can¬

didates for the Town Offices.

Important from Mexico.
New Orleans, March -U..The Juarez

steamer Wave, from Vera Cruz on the 22d,
bound to New Orleans for supplies of am¬

munition. but compelled to put into Berwick
Bay for coal, brings the following important
intelligence.
The bombardment of Vera Cruz continued

till the morning of the 17th, when Miramon
attempted to take the city by assault; but.
after half an hour's combat, he was repulsed
with considerable loss. During the bombard¬
ment the women and childreu, to the num¬

ber of about -,500, were sent to the Castle
for safety.
W hen Miramon reached his former lines,

tb.3 bombardment was resumed with great
vijjot, doing much damage. One shell burst
in the American Consulate, which it was

very evident, wai an especial mark for the
Miramon artillerists.
Another assault was attempted on the

night of the 10th, but the assailants were

quickly repulsed.
(Jen. Carnvajal's command had captured

a convoy of fifteen wagons loaded with pro¬
visions, ammunition, and about $-,500 in
specie, destined for Miramon. The guard of
700 men was dispersed.
On the 21st Miramon raised the siege and

withdrew towards the qapital.
The Wave brings dates from the city of

Mexico to the 18th. After the capture of
Marin's expedition, Miramon sent a decree
to the capital confiscating all American pro¬
perty and ordering the Americans to leave
the country.

Kuntor and Douglas.
The Washington correspondent of the

New Vork Herald says:."I hear from a

reliable source of an attempt of a projected
coalition between the friends of Hunter and
Douglas in regard to the Presidency. It ap¬
pears that Dcuio C. Harvey, of Amelia
county, Ya., John Seddon, Asa 1>. Dickinson
.the two latter members of the Virginia
Legislature, and all friends of Senator Hun¬
ter.had a consultation with him and Roger
A. Pry or and r. 11. Harnett at Brown's
Hotel, on Saturday last, on the subject of a

coalition with Douglas. Alter the confer¬
ence, these gentleman, excepting Mr. Hun¬
ter, called nn Mr. Douglas, and proposed to

him such terms as they had agree i upon.
No dcfiuule arrangement was made. '

Death of Judge John B. Clopton.
The whole community has experienced

sincere pain at the decease of Judge Clop¬
ton, who breathed his last at his resideuce
near Hampton, yesterday inoruiug, in the
7-d year of his age. Ho was a man of tine
talents, geuial qualities, and universally be¬
loved,.Rich. Enquirer,

How3 Of the Day.
44 To show the very aye andbody oj the t i m es.

the despatches of Capt. Jams do not ma¬

terially differ from the published statement-

concerning the collision with and capture of
the Mexican steamers. They state that one

American marine was killed and two wound¬
ed. It is admitted that the Saratoga was

towed down to Anton Lizardo by the India-
nola and Wave, which are called American
steamers for effect, though notoriously m the
service of Juarez, and were sent to ascertain
the character of Marin's steamers, which had
passed the Castle San Juan and the United
States ship Savannah at noon without exhib¬

iting their colors. The collision occuried
after midnight.

"Occasional" of the Philadelphia Press,
(credited to Mr. Forney himself,) says:.
"The friends of Douglas grow more defiant
every day. They claim that he is the best re¬

presentative of popular sentiment named by
either party, and they allege that il C harles¬
ton does not put him formally in nomination
he will be forced by circumstances to run as

a stump candidate. Hon. Roger a Pryor, ol
Virginia, is expected to make a sort (»f ex-

cathedra Douglas speech in the House, with¬
in a few days.
We understand, says the Portland Repub¬

lican, that the captain of a brig, whose name
wo could not learn, was in this city, 1 riday,
who says that he was in the neighborhood o

the Hungarian at the time of her loss, and
that he lost his vessel by getting into a held
of ice, and thinks the Hungarian was lost by
the same means. This is a perfect s<> at ion

of the circumstances of the peculiar position
of the wreck, which no one could explain
before.
An observer of New ^ ork fashions sa\s

the most graceful spring hat worn is the

simple straw (void of the silk or lace crown)
trimmed with budding green, or violet tints,
and clusters of spring flowers. One ot the

very prettiest was a pure white straw, en¬

circled by a heavy, clinging wreath ot £ ass

ivy, and that was' all; the inside, of course,
crowded with blushing buds, buried in

blonde.
The steam fire engine just built at Rich¬

mond, Ya., for the Russian government,
had a successful trial on Wednesday.--
She threw a stream down Main street of -1 ¦»

feet in a solid body, and scattering a heavy
spray --W feet. He weight is ti,00U pounds,
and she was built at a cost ot
The Dispatch says that in a few days she
will be exhibited in Washington and Wal-
tinioro.
The Supreme Court of Vermont has re¬

cently made a decision upon a case of a novel
character. A United States mail agent made
a contract to resign his office, and use his in¬

fluence to have another person appointed m

his place. In consideration thereof the ap¬
plicant for the office gave his note to the other
partv for a half a year's salary. he < ourt
decided that the business was illegal and
void, and the note cannot be enforced.
At Easton, Pa., March 28, the locomotive

Excelsior burst her boiler just as she was

starting up the Lehigh Valley railroad with
a train of cattle cars. George \\ inters, en¬

gineer, and Wm. Pharoah, Jackson lii man
iuid Win. Bilinan, train hands, were hurt,
but none of them seriously. The engine is

a total wreck.blown into hundreds oi

pieces.
Texas, says the New Orleans Picayune,

has become the favorite point sought by the
adventurous and enterprising of all the
Statos. Population is increasing with un¬

exampled speed. Lands are rising m value
with everyyear. The resources of thismag-
nicent State are rapidly developed.
The subject ofreceiving the Japanese Com¬

missioners is under consideration by the

Government. The Administration is rather
embarrassed, on account of the great number,
seventy of them. It appears there are two

princes, each of them having four secretaries,
and there are four spies.
The Crown worn by the Queen of England,

at the opening of Parliament, is composed of

hoops of silver, which arc completely cover¬

ed and concealed by precious stones, having
a Maltose cross of diamonds on the top ol it.

In the centre of this cross is a niagnifioient
sapphire.
The overland mail of the 9th, bringing tele¬

graphic dates of the 10th from San Francisco,
has arrived. The general news is unimpor¬
tant. The U. S. steamers Saginaw tor Chi¬
na, ami the Shubrick for the lower coast,
sailed on the 8th instant.

lit.-Brigadier General A. S. .Johnson, hav¬

ing relinguished by authority ot the Secreta¬
ry of War, the command of the Department
Utah, th« same has been assigned to Brevet
Colonel C. P. Smith who has assumed the
command.
Both Houses of Congress have agreed to

the bill authorizing publishers to state in

the address, the date when subscriptions will
expire, and also providing that the carriers

in the cities and towns shall charge but one

cent on delivery of drop letters.
It is proposed to exhume the remains of

Roger Williams, who died a century and
three quarters ago, in North Providence,
and bury them in some suitable public
place.

Dispatches from Postmaster General Holt
give the must discouraging accounts ot tho

prospect of his wife's recovery, to whom
he was suddenly summoned in Florida lust
week.
The Legislature of Ohio adjourned on

Tuesday last to meet again next winter..
The law of the State provides for biennial
Legislative sessions, hut the Legislature are

foml of assembling together.
The Canadian Government has finally tak¬

en steps to investigate the matter <>f the mys¬
terious disappearance of J. Sheridan 11 >gan,
Member of Parliament. Fears are entertain¬
ed that there has been foul play.
At Boston, March 2.S, the Constitutional

Union Party was initiated by a meeting of
about three hundred gentlemen, in Music
Hall. Speeches were made, and delegates
elected to the State Convention.
The President has appointed Major Elisha

G. English, long a member of the Indiana
Legislature, ami an active Democratic politi¬
cian, Marshal of that State, in the plane ot
Mr. Hobinson, deceased.

Kev.J. McKim Duncan is announced us

having deceased on Wednesday, the 2>th
instant, in Klkton, Md. His disease was a

dropsical affection, from which he had suffer¬
ed for some time.

Gov. Houston, of Texas, has already in
the field for the protection of citizens of that
State from Indian and other depredations, a

volunteer force ol six or seven hundred men.

The steamers Gen. Miramon and Mar¬

ques dc la Ilabana have been libelled by the
I S. Marshal at New Orleans, and the pri-
sonersare undergoing an examination.
At New Orleans, March 20, Messrs. Fell

A Murshe's crockery store on Gravicr stiu6t

was burnt. Lops $60,000,
Geo. M. Whorton, esq., has been appointed

U. S. District Attorney at Philadelphia, i r e

J. 0. Vandyke, removed,

M. Gaillairdct writes from Paris to the
Courier des Ktats-Unipj that when Mr. Faul¬
kner, the new American Minister, went to
the Tuileriesto present his letters of cre¬

dence, ho entered the hall where the Emper¬
or was waiting for him, and was passing on

to the next, not knowing that ho was in the
imperial presence. The Emperor laughed
and said, "Never tell me again that the
majesty of my persou shows itself to every
one."

Old Senator Clarke of Rhode Island,
speaking of California, and the constant de¬
mands of l>r. (Jwin and others upon the
Treasury of the United States, used the
homely figure that the Commonwealth re¬

minded him of a cross baby.it was alter¬
nately crying and sucking.
The Speaker of the House of Representa¬

tives has appointed Hie following gentlemen
to constitute the committee to inquire what
negotiation or legislation is necessary to pro¬
mote the tobacco trade with foreign coun¬

tries;.Messrs. Hughes, Tompkins, Bristow,
Thomas, Ferry. Leake, and Leach, of X. C.

The Savannah "Express" says that the
shad season there is about ended.

Virginia News.
The Spring term of the Circuit Court of

Fanquier, Judge Tyler presiding, commences
«>n Tuesday next, April 3d. The \V arrenton

Flag says;."The first ease to be tried will he
that of the Commonwealth V8. Philips, lor

shooting and thereby causing the death of
C. It. Avers sometime last fall. It is sup¬
posed that this case will fake u[> the entire
first week of the Court. Able counsel have
been employed on both sides. Counsel for
the prisoners, II. K. Scott, Shackelford and
Spilinan, P. Bell Smith and II. T. Scott, esijs.;
lor the prosecution, Win. II. Payne, assist¬
ed by Jas. V. Brooke and Samuel Chilton,
esqs. The Circuit Court will, it is thought,
occupy the entire space interveuting between
its commencement and the sitting of the
County Court on the 4th Monday in April.
The stable of Mr. H m. P. Berry, near

Roger's Shop, in Orange county, was set on

lire, on Sunday night, the 18th inst. Mr.
Berry, on discovering the tire, went to rtie
stable and extinguished the flames, but
whilst there, the incendiary robbed his house,
and carried away a trunk containing many
valuable papers, Ac.
The quarterly term of Orange County

Court commenced its session on Monday
las!, and adjourned on Tuesday. The day
was a tine one, and a very large number of
persons were in attendance. A considera¬
ble amount of business was transacted in
Court.
The valuable farm, located on S mth Ri¬

ver, recently sold by M. Bird, esq., com¬

missioner, for the benefit of certain creditors
of X. J. Burner, was purchased bv Israel
B. Burner, who resides upon the premises,
for the sum of $6,000. The portion sold in¬
cluded the Isaac McKay farm and that
known as the Leeth's ford tract.
On the 2'Jd inst., a barn belonging to Mr.

Rodefler, residing near Lurav, Page county,
caught lire and burned down. It contained
sixty barrels of corn, two wagons, two Cows,
ten Hogs, and a lot of farming utensils.
which property they were unable to get out.

Loss *1,000. Xo insurance.
A serious acciwpnt happened on Wed¬

nesday morning, to a little girl of Mr. Soy-
dell's who lives about three miles from
Brontsviilc Va. The little girl was playing
about near a large brother wqo was using a

hoe in the garden, when the hoe descended
upon her head, and knocked her insensible.
Henry Blakemorc, esq., Postmaster at

Mt. Solon, Augusta county,died at his resi¬
dence on Monday morning last, in the 7 1th
year of his age. lie was one of the oldest
Postmasters in the IHion, and had been a

member of the M. E. Church for more than
50 years.

Letter from Richmond.
Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazelle.
Richmond, March 2.S..The House to-day

concurred in the Senate's' amendment to

House bill, providing for the sale of free ne¬

groes who are convicted of crime and senten¬

ced to the Penitentiary, to be sold out of the
State, and proceeds to go into the Treasury.
The House bill was a much more severe one.

This is a modification: "all free colored
gentlemen" who have any intentions to

committee any crime, and who may be con¬

victed, had better leave toe State before they
do so, unless they desire to travel South.
The bill incorporating the Alexandria,

Washington, Georgetown and Baltimore
Steam Packet Company, passed to-dav, and
is a law, (Columbia steamer line;) iliebill
authorizing the II ink of the Valley in \ ir-
ginia to establish a branch in lit hmond; a

bill authorizing the Central Bank of \ irgi
nia to establish a Branch in Princeton: in
Mercer County, ^a bill authorizing the Mon
tieello Bank to establi.sh a Branch at Palmi¬
ra, in Fluvanna passed a day or two since.)
these two Banks have been authorized to

change from State stock, to Banks on the old
principle, and the stockholders of the Cen
tral, in general meeting, have accepted the
provisions of the act. The II »u>e ihis
morning concurred in the Senate amend¬
ments to the Militia liill, refusing, however, j
to give the appointment of the Generals to
the Governor, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, by a large majority.
The hiii goes back on that disagreement.
The Committee of Conference reported that
they could not agree on the redemption act,
and they were discharged. Bill i>t), for as¬

sessment of persons and property, a very
full bill, is under consideration. Turnpikes
got below par to day, and all appropriations
for work* of Internal Improvement cannot
now get 77 votes, unless very small bills.
Turnpike interests have no cause of complaint
of the present General Assembly, having
been liberally provided for; they are the
pioneers of the country, an 1 open the way
for settlement and finally for Railroads.

1 he House took a recess until < o clock,
having Bill Xo. oti still under consideration.
A good many amendments being offered,
the Senate concurred in the House amend¬
ment to the bill amending the charter ,.f tie*
city of Alexandria, and it is a law. The
Senate also passed a bill, (House bill) in-
creasing the salary of the 1st Auditor to s;;uuu

per annum. They laid ou the table the bill
from the House increasing the efficiency of
the Public Guard (extra pay) or at least pay
to conform to Infantry ol the I nited States,
and adjourned, having the T ix Bill under
consideration. "A LOOK UK ON"

it I <; S T 0 R K AT OKANii K cut KT
1 1 HOUSE, VA.f FOR SALE..A good oppor¬
tunity i« now offered to aiy good Druggist, with
small capital, to engage in a profitable i>u-inc«.«. ;i-

I am determined to sell my .-took of DRUGS,
CHEMICALS, £c., at Orange Court House, Vu.
Tho stock is small, anil w ill be sold on reasonable
term*. Any person desiring to engage in the bu¬
siness would do well to e.vuuiiue it, Orange i- a

tine place for business, being louated so a> to com¬

mand a large country trade trom Phvairiaii; and
the farming community. A lar«,-e Paint and Oil
business can also be done here, of which 1 huve
never kept a stock, persous being (ompelled to

send to Richmond anil Alexandria for t!i -ir Paint-
and colors. Apply to L. ii. Williams k > m, who
»re authorized to sell. R. STONE.
OruH^d County, tnh ."1.eon"

r^UCKlVED BY EXPRESS, this day, some

J\ beautiful POIL DE CHEVRE .MANTLES,
to which we invite attention.

in h 1 ASH BY 1 WOOD, i

President's Special Message.
T<> the House of llepr&tfulalirex;
After ft delay which has afforded niO am-

plo time for reflection, and af ter much and
careful deliberation, I find myself constrain¬
ed by an imperious sense of duty, as a co¬

ordinate branch of the Federal Government,
to protest against the first tvv » clauses of the
first resolution adopted by the House of Rep¬
resentatives, on thefith instant, and published
in the Congressional C!lobe on the succeeding
day. These clauses are in the fallowing
words: "Iii'Holve<I that a committee of' five
members be appointed by the Speaker, for the
purpose (first) of investigating whether the
President of the United States, or any other
officer of the Government, has, by money,
patronage, or other improper means, sought
to influence the action of Congress, or any
committee thereof, for or against the passage
of any law appertaining to the rights of any
State or Territor}*, (and 2d,) "also, to in¬
quire into and investigate whether any offi¬
cer or officers of the (.ovcrument have, bv
combination or otherwise, prevented or de¬
feated, or attempted to prevent or defeat,
the execution of any law or laws now up¬
on the statute book, and whether the I're-
>id> nt Ims failed or refused to compel the ex¬

ecution of any law thereof."
1 confine myself exclusively to these two

branches of the resolution; because the por¬
tions of it which follow, relate to alleged
abuses in post offices, navy-yards, public
buildings, and other public works ol the
United States. In.such cases, inquiries are

highly proper in themselves, and belong
equally to the Senate and the House, as in-
rident to their legislative duties, and being
necessary to enable them to discover and to

provide the appropriate legislative rtuiiodies
for any abuses w hich may be ascertained. -

Although the terms iAbe latter portion of
the resolution are extremely vague and gen
oral, yet my >< le purpo-e in adverting to
them at present is to mark the broad line
of distinction between the accusatory and
the remedial clauses of this resolution. I'he
House of Kepiv-entativcs possess no power
under the Constitution over the first or ac¬

cusatory portion of the resolution, except as

an impeaching body; whilst over the la>t, in

common with the Senate, their authority a

a legislative body is fully and cheerfully ad¬
mitted.

It is solely in reference to the first or im¬
peaching power, that I propose to make a

lew observations. Kxcept in this single ease,
the Constitution has invested the I! >use ol
Representatives with no power, no jurisdic¬
tion, no supremacy whatever over the Pre¬
sident. In all other respects he is quite as

independent of them as they are of him. A<
a co-ordinate branch of the (Jovernment, he
is their equal. Indeed, be is the only direct
representatative on earth of the people of
all and each of the sovereign States. To
them, and to them alone, is lie responsible
whilst acting within the sphere of his consti¬
tutional duty; and not in any manner to the
House of Representatives. The people have
thought proper to invest him with the most
honorable, responsible, and dignifie 1 office
in the world; and the individual, however
unworthy, now holding this exalted p >*i-

j ti in, will take care, so far as in him lies, tha:
their rights and prerogatives shall never be
violated in his person; but shall pa-s to bis
successors unimpaired by the adoj tion of a

dangerous precedent. He will defend them
to the last extremity against any unconstitu¬
tional attempt, come from what quarter it

may, to abridge the constituti »nnl rights of
the Executive, and render him subservient
to any human power except themselves.
The people have not confined the Presi¬

dent to the exercise of executive duties..
They have also conferred upon him a large
measure of legislative discretion. No bill
can become a law without his approval, as

representing the people of the I nitedStates,
unless it shall pass after his veto by a ma¬

jority of two-thirds of both houses. In his
legislative capacity, he might, in common
with the Senate and the H use, institute an

inquiry to ascertain any fact- which ought
to influence his judgment in approving or

vetoing any bill.
This participation in tlo* performance of

legislative duties between the co-ordinate
branches of thf (iovernmeut,ought toin-pir--
the conduct of all of them, in their relations
towards each other, with mutual forbearance
and respect. At least each has a right to

demand justice from the other. The cause
of coinplaiut is that the constitutional rights
and immunities of the Executive have been
violated in the person of tlio President.
The trial of an impeachment of the Presi¬

dent before the Sen site, on charges preferred
and prosecuted against him by the House ol

Representatives, would be an imposing spec¬
tacle for the world. In tIn* result, not only
his removal from the presidential office would
be involved, but. what is of infinitely great¬
er importance to himself, his character, b tli
in the eyes of the present and of future gen¬
erations, might possibly be tarnished. 1'he
disgrace cast upon him would in some degree
I»»* reflected upon the diameter of the Ameri¬
can people who elected him. Hence the
precautions adopted by the Constitution to
secure a fair trial. On such a trial, i? de¬
clares that "the chief .Justice >liai! preside."
Thi* was doubtless because the trainers of
the Constitution believed it to be po^ible
that the N ice President might be biased by
the fact that, "in ea-e «>f the removal of the
President from office," "the same shall dc
volve on the \ ice President."
The preliminary proceedings in the 1! >use

in the case of charges which max involve
impeachment, have been well and wisely set
tied bv long practice upon principles of equal
justice both t the accused and to the peo¬
ple. The pre :odont established in the case
of .fud/e I'eek, of Missouri, in 1 -.I. after t

careful rev iew of all former precedents, will,
I venture to predict, stand the test of time.
In that case Luke i! Iward Lawless, the ac¬

cuser, presented a petition to the House, in
which he set forth minutely and specifically
his causes of complaint. He prayed "that
the conduct and pt\>cv lings in this behalf,
of said Judge Peck, may be inquired into l.v
your honorable body, and such decision
made thereon as to your wisd >m an 1 justice
shall seem proper." Phis petition was re¬
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. Such
has ever been deemed the appropriate!!"inmit-
tee to make similar investigations. It is a

standing committee supposed to be appoint¬
ed without reference to any special case, and
at all times is presumed to be composed of
the most eminent lawyers iu the House, from
different portions of the I nion, wh« se ac¬

quaintance with judicial proceedings and
whose habits of investigation qualify them
peculiarly for the task. No tribunal, from
their position and character, eoul I in the
nature of things, be more impartial. In the
case of Judge Peck, the witne>se> were e-

lected bv the committee itself, with a view
to ascertain the tru-li of th'* charge. liiey
were cross-examined by him, and everything
was conducted in such a manner as to afford
him no reasonable cause oi complaint.

In view of thi- precedent, and, what is of
far greater importance, in view of the C «u-

stituti m and the principles of eternal justice,
in what manner has the President of the
Inited States been treated by the limine of
Representatives'/ -Mr. John Uovode, a re-

presentive from Pennsylvania, is the accuser
of the President. Instead of following the
wise precedent.-* of former times, and especi¬
ally that in the case of Judge Perk, and re¬

ferring the accusation to the Committee on
the Judiciary, the Ilouse have made my ac¬
cuser, one of my judges.

To make the accuser the judge, is a viola¬
tion <»f the principles of universal justice,
Mini i» eouderaned by the practice of all civi¬
lized nations. Every freeman must revolt |

.it sucha spectacle. I urn to appear before
Mr. Covode, eitlier personally or by a sub¬
stitute, to cross-examine the witnesses which
lit* may produce before himself to sustain
his own accusations against nie; and perhaps
even this poor boon uiay bo denied to tho
President.
And what in the nature of the investiga¬

tion which his resolution proposes to insti¬
tute? It is as vague and general as the

English language affords words in which to

make it. The committee is to inquire, not
into any specific charge or charges, but
whether the President has, by "money, pat¬
ronage, or other improper means, sought to

influence," not the action of any individual
member or members of Congress, but "the
action" of the entire body "of Congress" it¬
self, "or anv committee thereof." The
President might have had some glimmering
of the nature of the offence to be investigated,
had his accuser pointed to the act or acts of
Congress which he sought to pass or to de¬
feat by the employment of "money, patron¬
age, i»r other improper means." Hut the
accusation is bounded by no such limits. It
extends to the whole circle of legislation; to

interference "'for or against the passage of
any law appertaining to the rights of any
State or Territory." And what law does
nor appertain to the rights of some State or

Territory? And what law or laws has the
President failed to execute? These might
easily have been pointed out had any such
existed.
Had Mr. Lawless asked an inquiry to be

made by tin- House whether Judge Peck, in
genera! term-, had not violated his judicial
duties, without the specification of any parti¬
cular act, 1 do not believe there would have
been a single vote in that body in favor of the
inquiry.

Since the time of the Star chamber, and of
general warrants, there has been no such pro¬
ceeding in England.

I'he House of K"prcsentatives, the high
impeaching power oi the country, without
consenting to hear a word ol explanation,
have endorsed this accusation against the
President, and made it their own act. They
even refused to permit a member to inquire
of the President's accuser what were the spe¬
cific charges against him. Thus in this pre¬
liminary accusation of "high crimes and mis¬
demeanors" against a co-ordinate branch of
the Government, under the impeaching pow¬
er, the II "use refused to hear a single sug¬
gestion even in regard to the correct mode of
proceeding, but, w ithout a moment's delay,
pas-ed the accusatory resolutions under the

pressure of tin* previous question.
In the institution of a prosecution for any

elfence against the most humble citizen -

and I claim for myself no greater rights than
he enjoys.the Constitution of the I'nited
State* and of the several States require that
he shall be informed, in the very beginning,
of the nature and cause of the accusation
again.it him, in order to enable him to pre¬
pare lor liis defence. There are other priu-
.'ipies, which I might enumerate, not less
sacred, presenting an impenetrable shield to

protect every citizen falsely charged with a

criminal offence. Tnese have been violated
in the prosecution instituted by the House of
!! -presentatives against the Executive branch
of the Government. Shail the Presideut
alone be deprived of the protection of these
great principles which prevail in every land
where a ray of liberty penetrates the gloom
of despotism? Shall the Executive alone be
deprived of rights which all his fellow-citi-
//.ns enjoy? I'he whole proceeding against
him justifies the fears of those wise and great
men who, before the Constitution was adop¬
ted by the S rates, apprehended that the ton-
deucy of the Government was to the aggran¬
dizement of the Legislative at the expense of
the Executive and Judicial Departments.

I again declare, emphatically, that I make
this protest for no reason personal to myself,
and I do it with perfect respect for the House
of Representatives, in w hich I had the honor
of serving as a member for live successive
terms. I have lived long in this goodly land,
and have enjoyed all the offices and honors
which my country could bestow. Amid all
the political storms through which I have pas¬
sed, the present i* the first attempt which has
ever been made, to my knowledge, to
assail my personal or ojfieial integrity, and
this as the time is approaching when I shall
voluntarily retire from the service of my coun¬

try. I feel proudly conscious that there is,
no public act of my life which will not bear
thu strictest scrutiny. I defy all investiga¬
tion. Nothing but the basest perjury can

-oily my good name. I do not fear even this
because I cherish an humble confidence that
the gracious Being who has hitherto defen¬
ded and protect i me against the shafts of
lalsehoo I and malice, will not desert me now,
when I have become "old and grey headed."
I can declare before G si and my country that
n > human being (with an exception scarcely
worthy o| notice,) has at any period of my
liie dared to approach me with a corrupt or

iishonorable proposition, ami, until recent
levelopmeir.s, 11 had never entered into my
imagination that :s:. _y person, e\eu in the
siorm of exasperated political excitement,
would charge me, iu the most remote degree,
with having made such a proposition to any
human being. I may now, however ex¬

claim, in the language of complaint employ¬
ed bv my first and greatest predecessor,
that I have been abused "in such exaggera¬
ted and indecent terms as could scarcely be
app»i>'d to a \ero, to a n torious defaulter,
or even to a common pickpocket."

I d ». therefore, for the reason stated, and
the name ol the people ol tho several

States, solemnly protest against these pro¬
ceedings of the fi iii^e ol Representatives;
because they are in violation of the rights
.t the Co-ordinate Executive branch of the

. <overnment, and subversive of it-i constitu¬
tional independence; became they are cal¬
culated to bister a band of interested para-
-t;es and informers, ever readv, for their
>\\n advantage, to swear before ex parte
committees, to pretended private conversa¬
tions between the President and themselves,
incapable, Ironi their nature, of being div-
proved: thus lurnishing material for harass-
ing him, degrading him in the eyes of the
country, and eventually, should he be a weak
or a timid man, rendering him subservient
t improper influences, iu order t > avoid
-ueh persecutions and annoyances; because
'hey t« nd to destroy that harm iiiious action
for the common good, which ought to be
maintained and which I ^incerelv desire to
cherish, between co-ordinate branches of
the ti ivernment; and finally, because if uu-

resisted, they would establish a precedent
dangerous and embarrassing to all my sue-
c .-> r-. to whatever political party they
might be attached. !

JAMES BirCIIAXAW
N vshi\.;to\\ 2srh March Jsr.o

*>- Til 11 undersigned is fitting
up, and will put mi the road on the

A NEW LINE OF STAGES BETWEEN MID-
DLEBURG AND THE PLAINS.

1st «>. April. 1-x'.ii, K fiuo nine p:t*jenger COACH,
ti» run luily, except on Sundays. All necessary
connections with tlie cars made to suit the passen¬
gers, Uiul we do m>st respectfully solicit the public
patronage, li pin.' to he able to give general satis¬
faction. The team will, at all times, be in the
hands of sober, experienced, and accommodating
drivers, and ;iii business common to staging, en¬
trusts! to our care, will be properly attended to.

mil 2'.' .!r HOB'i. K. RISSKLL .v BROS.

}) iPKRS l..On the west side ol'St. As.tph,
betwoi'i Duke and King streets. They are of

n > u-c to any one, except uiyself. I have retained
copies. Upon being safely returned, a reward of

will be paid the tinder.
mh 29.eo.Hfc CHRISTOPHER NKALK.

EASTERN HERRING.
»)Mi J BARRELS, just received per Schooner

Statesman, for sale bv
W'M. 11. FOWLE A SON,

tun27 So. A, South Wharves.

Democratic District Convention.
I KGI'OKTEI) FOR Til K AU X ANUK! \ ,.w

Morning Sksmo.v..The District
tion of the Dein<»eratic part\ of the ,\
Electoral District of thin Sim.-, }.

at the old Episcopal Church, in the t<
Warrenton, at noon, on 'I'iiurs«l;i\, t.,
inst. Delegates present. i tl-Countiesof Alexandria, t'ulpepor. |. |
Fairfax, Prince William, N allord , 1 au.iuierand Rappahannock.
The Convention wax temporarily ..r'Uzed by calling II. ti. Moffitt, of ltappa!,a,noek, to the Chair, and requesting i,|>,T

j ocratie editors of tin; District to a. (
Secretaries.

j W. D. Wallaeh, of Culpeper, m wj
a committee of one from each <''<umv in t1 .

District, be appointed to nominati » ,

Convention its permanent officers, vrlu
motion having been ano-nded on m .

gestton ot < ol. Minor «.! I. »it«l u

provide that the delegation fr m each
ty name respectively their tnemi .-r ,(
committee, was agreed to.
The delegates from each district y

then called, and the delegations havin »,.v
erallv consult*4l,ap|tointc Ithc following,
mittee: David Funsten, ot Alexandria, W
D. W allaeh, of Culpeper. It. II < ;
ot Fairfax, R. F. Carter, ol I. udoun, |{.u
lirawner, of Prince William, I. H i-1 ..

Rappahannock, J. II. I.acy, of v ri »

.J. Tebbs, of Fauquier.
Mr. Kunton hoped that the t . ....

would adjourn for dinner.
Col. Payne suggested that it .. i

dite business for the committee t.» ,rt ,

this time.
The committee retired, and ti.- u

ing, reported the following nominan ^ |
officers of the Convention, which r«*o-r v»

adopted:
President, David lunstei' .1 A

Vice Presidents, Thomrr Uil! t

per. It. 11. t'ockerille, of Fairfax, \\ |{
Cochran, of \. mdoun, J. Mone are, ol
ford, C. II. Ilunton, ot Prince \\t! nil, V,
W. I'avne, of Fauquier, I homa* D- itl^r.^.-,
of Rappahannock.

Secretaries, It. M. Smith, I tl. . \ {
Sentinel, J. MeL. -Johnson. the Fug

11. T. Williams, of the I'rince \V ,

Democrat, and II. M. 'in land. th>- li .

Ridge Republican.
tJu motion, the Convention then i ur

to meet at .'» o'clock.
Afternoon Session.- Ther .nventi r

assembled ato'clock, and Mi «! WW
Payne, X. Turner, and I. Seddon, w-r- r

I pointed to inform Mr. Funsten fl.
The committee c onducted M I iti-vn

the Chair.
Mr. Funsten, on taking the < .sa .i Mr

sed the Convention in some el jtn :/ ai it

) propriate remarks, dwelling upmt the
portance of thy nomination to I " ma

Charleston, and urging th dele- *

harmoniously to secure the great et - 11
Democratic party.
Mr. Wtfllach moved that the rule v

II »use of Delegates be the riii-s t .1

vention, but amended hi* motion u t

gestion of Col. Payne, so as to ad lit* _.

eral parliamentary law, which in it; n v .

adopted.
W. D. Wallaeh then ntoved that t: .. <'

vention proceed to elect delegates ..

Charleston Convention, pending which
S. J. Ilunton, (d* Fauquier, intr iu<

the following resolution.-, which were

greed to:
Resolved, That all c-in .

- '

shall be decided by a > <. < v t< in ... s

scale votu bo called for by twcut\ litem .

the Convention.
K«.«olv* d, Tftat whenever a

called for, euch delegate shall b«' elite i itt
his proportion ot the relativo vote t .- .ui.'v,
and that tlie Democratic v >t« I - '.»

the relative vote of ol'tiie o-v.-r.tl .. ati

Several inquiries as to the manner h.

which these resolution* would operate, a

ing been ].ropounded by Dr. CJ »rd«»n t i

peper, and Col. Shav. ol A!e.\ tf. Ir t

answered bv Mr. lluut«»n,
C. B. Tebbs, of Fauquier, said that the

delegates from hiscouniv had been i.

ted by districts, and could vote in n otiir
way.S. Lynn, of Prince William, d>-
the resolutions would operate ut u-'I".
Prince William, where each precin t

chosen its own delegates. S »me ?

precinct* had but one delegate
whilst others had ten, at -1 the i -i;.r

resolutions would be to divide :ue t<':

tntion ot one precinct with ti it

After further debate bv Messrs. I
W. It. Smith,
W. D. Wallaeh said it was plain t it

tPMlId not do t<< vote bv precincts. Se\ers.
of the precincts of I. ntdontt w *

sented, and Fairfax had here ut

gate. He supposed it tuig .'. <*

those delegates elected by * »n111i.
vote by counties, and those chosen
cinets vote bv precinct-
The tirst resolution \\a- adopte i ..<

and the see »nd hav ing been opp -

remarks bv Mr. Lynn, ot Prime W

was, also, adopte<I under the .¦!'»!

the previous qnestion.
W. W. Payne, of Fauquier, then t kthe

floor, and said he desired t ... .

resolutions.
W . D. AN a!lacli r>»se t '

that his motion t pi -.i

ileh'gates to the ("hai le-1 n > HiVetit v

alone in order.
The chair decided that Mr. H allach <"

tion had been withdrawn to permit the p>j*-
sage of the resolution- iirt duct i f'V
Tebbs.
W. W. Payne then introduced th t w

ing preamble and ntsolutions
Whcrea- ttio Constitution ot' the Ltnti'-l :;ti'

is the supreme law ol the !n,«i tti-

or and Le(rislatire Counetl ot a I'err.
.'worn to support, tod whereas 1 ourt.
uf the (rnitcd States has di-e:.'4r.:d tn ! <. 1

Dred Seott that .slaves are r.- I

by the .siid Constitution, :ot i that the ui

owner of said slave property, h * t .'

alright to take said property with biui it .

of thu Territories belongiug t» 1 1

and there hold the same; and that the Terr it"''"1

Legislature has n>> powet 1>\ an\

ever, to restrict, imt dr. t «'... U i

property in slave.-- then-fore
Resolved, That any atteni] ' i

Legislature, by unfriendly le;_'i.->!a':
wine, to abolish >lavery, 01 to j
duction of the same into any lernt >r_v
to the l uited States id a gro.-s

'

Constitutional right of the citi/<*:i, a:i<i i !
violation of th«* Constitution of th<* I ' '

agrarian in principle, and fraught w

the institutions of the South.
Resolved, That all the powers

Congress by the Cuastitution of :ii>- I iii 1

are perfect powers, ami a- i >. >11
kl

jurisdiction is given, the in< ai.- n» ". 1

proper to enforce that juris*! .'! >

«;d. If, therefore, any Territorial b'
should attempt (by unfriendly ie_
wise) to prevent the introdu> :! >!i < »".

prohibit the satne, it i.- the duty 1

pass such laws as would pl.u s*c

property on the same footing of «>

securing to the citizen tie full nj yui<;
constitutional right, and vindicating t' !"

of the supreme law of the la: 1.
Kcsolved, That the delegair- a| i intt*

resent this Electoral District in tb< 1 <':,r

Convention, are hereby instructed t v« :'

man as the nominee of the Dem i I ,r!V

the Presidency, who draw ,i distinction
slave and other property in the I * ri
who believos that, by virtue of "Sj.litter
oigntjr" a Territorial Legislature .. '.>
ly legislation, or otherwise, prohibit the "l!

tiou of or abolish slavery therein, oi ":i"

upon "lion intervention" upon »1»« I '11

gress, if the Territorial Legislature -ha 1

the sauie: Thereby rendering the t'oii-tit>>
tho United States, and the right- of '

secured by it, subordinate to th» nets >f .>

rial Legislature. , .

JdIui Seddon, of StntlirJ, moved t«

resolutions upon the table.


