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MONDAY MORNING, Deceupenr 10, 1860.

It is said, —i;-_‘¥’ashington, that the Presi-
dent has explicitly expressed his determine-
tion to send no more troops to the forts near
Charleston, and said that everything would

be dena on Lis part to avoid a collision.— |
3aj. Alexander has. made po request for |
reinforcements, and it is represented that the |

best feeling exists between the garrison at
Fort Monltrie and the citizens of Charleston.

Ia relation to the powers and duties of the
President, in case of a secession of any Stdte
from the Union, Attorney General Black, has
viven a well considered and ably written
opinion, i which he maintains that whilst
the President must exercise his lawful au-
thority for the collection of the revenues, &e.,
he must act strietly under the law, and just
a5 the law provides, and in no other way.
112 thea goes on to say :—

“But what if the feeling in any State
azainst the United States should become so
aniversal thatthe Federal officers themselves
(incleding judges, distriet attorneys, and
murshals) would be reached by the same in-
fluenees and resign their places? Of course
the first step would be to appoint others in
their stead, if others could be got fo serve.
Sut, in such an eveat, itis more than prob-
ubia thas great difficulty would be found in
filling the ctfices. We can easily conceive
how it might become altogether lmpossible.
We are tuerefore obliged to consider what
can be done in ease w2 have no couits to is-
sue judicial process, and no ministerial offi-
cers to execute it. In that event troops
would certainly be out of place, and their
use wholly illegal. If they are seat toaid
the courts and marshals, there must be
courts and marshals to be aided. Withdde
the exercise of those functions, which be-
Jong exclusively to the civil service, the laws
cannct be executed in any event, no matter
what may be the physical strength which
the Government has at its command. U-
der such circumstances, to send a military
force into any State with orders to act against
ihe people would be simply making war
upon them.

The existing laws put and keep the Fed-
eral Government strictly on the defensive.
You can use force vnly to repel an assault on
the publie property, sad aid the courtsin the
perfurmance of their duty. If the means
siven you to collect the reveaue and execute
the other laws be insufficient for that pur-
pose, Congress may estend and make them
morve eflectual to that end.

ifune of the States should declare her in-
dependence, your action cannot depead upon
the rightfulness of the cause upon which
such decluration iy based. Whether there-
tirement of 4 state from the Union be the ex-
ergise of a right reserved in the Constitution
or & revelutionary movement, 1t is certain

* that you have nctin either cuse the authority

torecogznise her independence or o absolve
ber from her Federal ubligations, Congress
or tha other States in convention assembled
must take such measures as mway be necessary
and proper. In such an event I see po course
for you bat to go straight onward 1o the path
vou have hitherto trodden, that 1s, execate
the laws to the extent of the defonsive means
placed iu your hands, eud act generally up-
pn the pssumption that the present constitu-
tional relations betwoen the States and the
Federal Government continue to exist until
« new order of things shall be established,
cither by law or force. o

Whether Congress has the canshtuﬁtmnal
right to make war sgainst one or more States,
and require the Executive of the Federal
Government to carry it on by meuans of foree
0 be drawn from the other States, is 4 ques-
tiun tor Congress itself to consider. " It must
be sdmicted that no such power is expressly
given; nor are there any words in the Con-
stitution which imply it. Among the pow-
¢~s enumerated in article 1, section &, is that
‘1o deelure war, graot lecters of marque and
repriszl, and to make rules concerningcap-
tares on land and water.” This certainly
seans uothing more than the power to com-
mence and carry on hostilities against the
foreiwn onemies of the nation.  Another
clanse in the semo section gives Congress the
power *to provide for calling forth the mili-
tia” and to use them within the limits of
the Scate. Bup this power is so restricted
by the words which immediately follow, that
itean be exercised only for one of the fol-
lowing purposes: 1. To execute the laws of
the Union: that is, to aid the Federal offi-
cars in the performance of their regular du-
tizs. 2. To suppress insurrections against
the States: but this is confined Dby article
1V, see. 4, to cases in which the State her-
self shall apply for assistance against her
own people. 3. To repel the invasion of a
State by* enemies who come from abroad to
assail Der in her own territory. All these
vrovisicns are made to protect the States, oot
1+ wuthorize an atteck by one part of the
country upon anctber; to preserve their
pesce. and not toplange them into civil war.,
Our furefathers do notseem to bave thought
that war was caleulated “to form a-move
perives anion, esmblish__jusriue. insure do-
mestie tranquility, provide fur the common
delence, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
aud our posterity.”  There was undoubtedly
.. sirong and vniversal coaviction among the
mmen who framed and ratified the Constitu-
vion that military furce would notonly be
useless but pernicious as a means of helding
the States together.

1f it be true that war cannot be declared,
nor a svatem of general hostilities carried on
by the Central Goreroment againsta State,
then it seems to follow that an sttempt to do
sy would be ipso_fuctoan expalsion of such
Siaie from the Union. Being treated as an
wlien and an enemy, she would be compell-
ed 1o act accordingly. Andif Congress shall
beenk up the present Union by usconstitu-
tionaily putting strife and enmify and arm-
ed hostility between different scetions of the
coaatry, instead of the “domestic tranquilli-
ty” which the Copstitution was meunt to
jnsore, willnot all the States be absolved from
their Federal obligations?  Is any portion of
the people bound to contribute their moucy
ur their blood to carry on a contest like that?

Ve richtof the General Government to
preserve ielf o its whole constitutional vig-
or by repelling a direct and positive aggres-
glon unpon its property or its officers capnot
he denied. Bug this ig a totally different
thing {rom an offensive war to punish the
neople for the political misdeads of their
State wovernment, or to preveant a threaten-
¢d vivlation of the Constitution, or to enforee
an weknowledgement that the Government of
the United States ie supreme. The States
are colleagues of cne another, andif some of
them shall evnquer the restand hold them

as subjugated proyinces, it would totally des-,
troy the wholp thesty upon which they are
now connected. : BN,
If this view of the subject be as correct a
I think it is, thea the Union must utterly
perish at the moment when Congress shall
arm one part of the people against another
for any purpoese beyond that of werely pro-

secting.the General Government in the exer--

eise of its proper constitutional functions.”
. T ——— e P
‘The New York Times says, of a repres-

! entation of the c¢haracter of Richelien by

| Mr. Booth, in that city:—**It was curious to

I
|

notice how every passage of the play which
bore upon the love of country, loyalty, pat-
riotism, told apon the feelings of the audi-
erce. Especially was this manifest in that
memorable passage, when, trying to 1ift the
huge two-handled sword, with which, in his
youth, he clove *“an Engliser to the waist,”
the Cardinal found he could not even raise
it now in his old nge, and causingit to be

laid aside, tottered to his chair, and grasp-|

ing a pen, exclaimed:
“The pen i mightier than the sword!
Taks away the sword—
States canbe saved without it.”

For some minutes after the delivery of
these words the progress of the play was
stopped by the cheers upon cheers, loud,
long and repeated,. which arvse from all
parts of the house. The Awerican beart
shrinks from the idea of civil war and blood-
shed.  Would that we could all unite in the
sentiment, and harmonicusly labor to bring

asbhout the result—

“Qur’s are the plans of fair, delightful peace
Unwarped by party rage to live like brothers.”

Why cannot this great and glorious coun-
try be preserved from the ruin which is im-

| pending over it, through the macbinations

of fanaties and traitors at the North, and
the impulsive ardor of many of our brethren
at the South? If its flag iz to be lowered,
may it never be dipped in blood? May it
be saved from that last and worst of calam-
ities !
o A

Whatever objections may be made to any
apparent contradiction in the Presidents
Message, between his theory of the constitu-
tional obligations of the States, and his opin-
jon of the want of Constitutional and legal
authority to enforce the same upon u State
seceding or going out of the Union, there
seems, generally, to be an acquiescence
among moderate men, in the belief, that
under present circumstances, and in the
present condition of affairs, with one section
arrayed against the other, any other course
than the one be has taken would ouly in-
crease the evils under which we labor—that
any other remedy, would, just now, “be
worse then the disease.” If there were only
one state or two states disposed to Secede,
and the rest had no sympathy with them,
the case would he different. No man cap
estimate the direful consequonces of a sec-
tional civil war—or an appeal to arms. It
is the duty of all men, we hold, to endeavor
to preserve the Union, if possible; it is, also,
their, duty, to prevent, if possible, in any
event, a resort to force, one way, or the
other. Theories, in such & conjuncture of
affairs as now exists, must give way to prac-
tical views, and the exigencies of the times.
We must look to what is to follow ay well
as to what has happened, and not consider
alone, precedents iv what, unhappily, we
may term a revolutionary era in our coun-
try’s history.

RSN S| T,

The State Convention of the Douglas sec-
tion of the Demoeratic "party in Maryland,
met in Baltimore lust week. The resolu-
tions reliearse the wrongs the South has suf-
fered from the sectional action of the North,
urgently demarcd as the terms of pacifica-
tion the repeal of the Personal Liberty bills,
and the recognition cf the rights of the
South in the Territories. DBut they are per-
vaded by a strong Union sentimert. They
declare the attachment of Marylend to the
Union, and affirm that “they do not think
secession or any scctionsl revolution is the
lawful, appropriate, or adequate remedy for
our situation.” They recommend the for-
metion of Coostitutional Leagues in the
States, and propose s National Convention,
according to the provisions of the Constitu-
tion, to which the devising of measures ap-
plicable to the crisis shall be entrusted. To
turtber this purpose, they request the Gov-
ernor, whenever in his diseretion it Lecomes
necessary, to couvene the Legislature to se-
cure the co-operaticn of the other States;
deprecating, however, any other action on
the part of the Legislature “‘_111311 thus con-
vened than the calling of a State Cunven-
tion, believing that ail other chjects cau best
be accomplished by delegates fresh from the
people, and untrammnclled by party obliga-
tions. The action of South Carolina is de-
plored and protested against as ucconstitu-
tional, precipitate, and disorganizing, aod
she is warned that Maryland will not be
dragged into secession at het bidding., The
Convention, in its resolutions, adopted the
title of the Union Democracy of Maryland.

We have received the December number
of the Southern Literary Messenger. Its lit-
erary contents are very goud. In the Edi-
tor's table, there isa long article on the pre-
sent condition of the country, in which the
editor expresses his “unqualified approbe-
tion of the attitude of South Carolina and
declares unreservedly in faver of a Svuthern
Confederacy,” giving his reasons for his
opinions. He says that the “inexorable
Fates have recersed the fumous exclamation
of Andrew Jackson and have issued the
stern and unchangeub!é decree, “the Union
must and shall be dissolved.”

Judge Crain, of Charles county, Md., de-
clines being a candidate for re-election to
the seat on the Judicial Bench which he now
oceupies. We notice that he receives deser-
ved complimenis in the counties in which be
holds his eourts, and bas besn requested to
esnsent to serve for another term of years. —
Judge Crain both asu man and a Judge is
worthy of all respect and honer, aud in his
retirement will carry with him the good will
of all who kuow him.

Gen. Walter Mitchell’s address before the
Azriculteral Society, of Charles county, Md,,
has been published. It is an excellent pro-
duction, and contains much good advice to
Its sentiments do honor to the

farmers.

‘heart and head of its anthor.

The proposition mada by the National In-
telligencer for a Convention of the Southern
Stades, it is said, was suggested upon coasul:
tation with leading Conservative men of the
South now in Washington.

NEWS OF THE DAY,

“To show the very age andbody of the Trigs.”

A great panic was caused in New York:

city oo Thursday 'last by the announcement
of the ruptore of the two great pipes or main
arteries which bring the Croton water
through the Fifth avenue from the upper
rezervoir to the lower or distributing reser-
voir, whence it is sent through & great net
work of tubes all over the city. The scene
of the misfortune was near G4th street, about
five squares above the point where a similar
aceident happened last year to one of the
pipes, snd irom the same cause, viz: The
pressure of an enormous superincumbent
mass of rocks and earth. The original bed
of the pipes was a swamp, or marsh, which
furnished a sufficient support for the pipes
alone, but sank beneath the heap ofhuge
broken stones, piled twenty-five feet:above

it. As the pipes—each of them three feetin.

diameter—could not behd, they broke.—
This accident leaves the city entirely depen-
dent on the thirty inch pipes in Third and
Fifth avenues, and thus deprives the resi-
dents of the whole lower section of the city
of their much-prized Croton for three or four
days, ifnot for a week.

The greatest hardship prevails among the

| naval officers, sailors, sailors’ wives, and

others, in New York, owing to the non-
arrival of the usual monthly money [rom
the Treasury. Officers have been insulted
by butchers, grocers, tailors, &e., sailors are
daily rebuffed by bungry landsharks and
sutlers; and poor women whose husbands,
away on the ocean, have leftthem half pay,
are sufiering fearfully because of their in-
ability to fulfil their pecuniary uvbligations.
No pen can adequately describe the wretch-
edness which even a week’s delay of pay-
ment renders in the Navy. The money for
the Savannah’s crew wus reccived and paid
to them on Friday last.

One of the most appalling and horrible
murders that ever was enacted occurred in
New York, Saturday morning, at No. 22
Kast Twelfth street. The vietim, an old wi-
dow lady named Sarah Shancks, who keptu
fancy goods and millinery store at the above
pumber, was found dead in her bedroowm, at
the rear of she store, with her throat cut from
ear toear, and her bend and face mashed to
a jelly almest. Robbery seems to have been
the motive for the commission of the shock-
ing murder, judging from the ransacked con-
dition of the apartments. The police bave
thus far been unable to ferret out the assu-
sin.

About 2} o’clock Saturday moerning, a fire
was, discovered in the third story of the
building 362 Greenwich street, N. Y., owned
by Hoffinan & Curlig, and occupied by them
as a distillery and rectifying establishment.
The buildiog and fixtures are damaged to
the extent of 55,000, and the stiek of aleohol
is considerably damaged by the mixture of
snlt wateramong it. The loss by that means
will probably amount to from $10,000 to 215-,
000, : :

The President of the National Convention
of the Soldiers of the Warin 1812 hus issued
a notice requesting the "defenders” through-
out ull the States of the Union to celebrate
the anniversary of the battle of New Orleans
on the eighth of Januery next, uond at the
same time to sign petitions and adopt reso-
lutiona to be forwarded to Congress, asking
pensicas for the old soldiers and aged and
infirm widows of such as arve dead.

Corn may be scarce in Missouri and Kan-
sas, but it certainly is not in Hancock coun-
ty, Illinois. The Warsaw Journal of last
week says:—*“The way cornis coming into
the city is cheering indeed. Iach distillery
receives not less than one bundred wegon
loads a day, while our warehouses and tem-
porary cornhouses arg receiving totheir ca-
pacity. The price is twenty cents per bush-
el.!)

Recraiting for the Navy has commenced
in earnest again. A crew for the curvette
St. Mary’s, of the Pacific gquadron, is to be
shipped at once. It is oniy proper to siy
tuat the Navy Department is wrong, in send-
ing men out to a ship whose apartments are
actually foeted with a loathsume pestilence.
Let the St. Mary’s present crew be detached;
and the vessel treated as the Susquebanna
wag.

The Annapolis Gazette is fully authorized
to give an emphatic denial to the foolish ru-
mor that Governor Hicks wasto Le made
Coliector of the Port of Balsimore, under
Lingoln. No maa in Maryland, suys the
Gazette, is raore bitterly opposed to Lincola
than Governor Hicks, Not only is there no
office at Lincoln’s disposal that the Guvernor
would aceept, but the tender of une would be
resented by bim as an insult.

The sad details of the loss of the propeller
Jersey City, on the afternvon of Saturday,

the 24th of November, have at length-been
received. The annalsot lake disasters pre-
sent few incidents that can compare in in-
tensity of horror with the simple narrative of
the survivorsof the wreck. Rarely have thare
been scenes of suffering and acts of troe
heroism that could equalthe tragedy enact-
ed on Long Point heach.

The Charleston Courier publishes the
President’s Message with this brief com-
ment:—*The Last Messoge—The last mes-
sage ef the President of the United States will
be found in another pluce. We haveno spuce
or tims for comments, and we feel assured
that it will be read with sttention, and in
some places with sympathy for the Presi-
dent.”

Sections of Congress street, Boston, are
being paved with a new Cellular Iron pave-
ment, which is claimed by its inventors to
combine, in a surpassing degree, lightness
with durability and firmaoess. The new pave-
ment bus been adopted in St. Louis, andis
about to he tested in sections of Chestunut
street, Philadelphia.

Letters have been received, says tha Sauth
Danvers Wizard, from George Peabody, Esq.,
of London, stating that he has deferred his
return to his native bhome until 1864, when
he proposes to make this country his perman-
ent residence. ITe states that his health nev-
er was better than at the time of his writ-
ing.

The Croton dificulty in New York no lon-

- . - : -
ger exists. The pipes were mended Friday
night, and early Saturday morning the usu-
al supply was runninginto ail the houses of
the city, both up town and down. The
scencs around the pumps harve been most
amusing. :

The banks in Mississippi have all su:-
pended. Those in Alabama will saspend
next week, by private agreement. They
have pledges frem leading secessionists to re-
lieve them [rom the legal peuvulties resulting
{rom suspension. Y

A bitter war isalready springing up be-
taeen the conservative and extreme Repub-
licans in relativn to what meisures of con-
ciliaticn and compremise may be granted to
the Svuth.

Bryant Moore of Lowell, on trial for seve:-
al days in that place for killing his wife, was
on Friday found guilty of murder in the se-
cond degree.

In the Burch divoree case, in Naperville,
Iil,, Friday, counsel for the defence closed
the summing up. It is expected that the
sase will go to the jury very scon,
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The Spritigfield, 1llinois, correspondent
of tho New York Ilerald, writes:—The story
first published in the Chattancoga (Tenn.)
Gazertte, and now making the rounds, about
the interview of a Mississippi planter with
Mr. Lincoln, rests on an actual occurrence,
snd hence is well deserving general notice,
as the replies of the President elect to the
compiehensive questions of his Southern
visitor are unusually explicit and cover all
the_.puints at issue. The deeclaration that
“no ¢oercion will be used in cuse of seces-
sion, unless required by special net of Con-
gress,” was repeated to severai callers with-
in the last few days. ;

Mr. Clingman's assertion in the Senate
the other day that he wouald be sustaiued in
his extreme views by a majority of the peo-
ple of North Carolina, is certainly not based
apon the popuiar sentiment of that State, as
expressed through the press. The conserv-
ative papers of the “Old North State”—and
they are neither few nor uninflaential—
teem with accounts of mass meetings daily
being held in almost every county, the ob-
jeets of which are to denounce extreme mea-
sures likely to result in civil war, and to
counsel a resort tu all the constitutional rem-
edies within the reach ol the people.

Disupionism is not confined to the South.
The radicals of the North are as keen for a
dissolution as the hot-headed disunionists of
Suuth Curelina. They don’t want any ad-
justment. They don’t want the Unioo.—
They are stiil for agitatior, agitation, agita-
tion, and nothing would afford them more
gratification than to wituess the dissolution
of the Union by the action of South Caro-
lina and some othors of the Southern States.

The Richmond Whig says:-—*We believe
that the single distriet Electoral system pre-
vailed for some time after the government
went into cperation, and we have heard- it
stated that Chief Justice Marshall was so
well satisfied that the general ticket system
was in vielation of the Constitution, that he
refused to vote in any Presidential election
for many years after the innovation was
made,”

The New York Herald says:—"Is is esti-
mated that the depreciation threughout the
country in the values of flour, wheat, eotton,
wool, corn, State securities, raiirond and
bank stocks, unegroes, real estate and other
property, since the election of Lincoln, is
not less than fwo hundred millions of dul-
lars.”

The Richmond Enquirer characterizes the
President’s Message as “the most remarka-
ble and mischievous message ever sent by a
President to Congress,

The conduct of those who planned the
John Brown sympathy meeting dues not

fail to receive the just condemuation of the
Boston press, without distinclion of party.
e T s DD e B— e
VIRGINIA NEWS.

A public meeting was held in Roekbridge
county, last week. The meeting was un-
usually large, and was composed of the hest
wen ol the several parties. A series of con-
servative resolutions, that were carefully
prepared by & number of citizens, who repre-
seited the sentiments ol the three parties,
were presented by way of compromise, but
hefore any effure was made to tuke 2 vore
upon thew, two osher sets of resolutions
were offered as subscitutes.  Thess brought
about a protricted discussion, which was
participated in by Judge Brockenbrough,
Mujor Preston, Joha D. Sterritt, Rev, Mr.
Miller, J. D. Morrison, Col. I. II. Smith,
Rev. Dr. Pendleton, J. D. Dorman and vthers,
and the resvlutions were committed to an-
other committoe of fifteen, to be-selected by
the Chairman from the several parties, who
are to report resolutions at an adjourned
meeting, to be held on the 15th inst.  Mr.

DPreston rebuked the conduct of the extrem- |

ists, North and South; expressed his satisfae-
tiva with the Union as itis, aud thouglit it
best to await further developments hefore
taking any steps thut we might hereaftor ro-
gret. lle stated that he would await the ne-
tion of Virginia, and would, without hesita-
tion, do whatever she thouzht bess. Mr.
Dorman coincided pretty much in the con-
servative views of Major ., but Colonel
Smith and Judge Brockenbrough warmly
dissented, and contended that the rights of
the Ssuth be maintained and kept inviolate
—that South Caroliva had just cause for her
present secession or revolutionary proceed-
inzs, and that Virginia ought to unite with
her and her sister siave States in frming
a Southern Coufederncy. The whole dis-
cussion was listened to with great interest
by a large crowd.

A dispateh from Richmond in the Peters-
burg Express dated Dee. 7,9 p m. says:—
Samuel Marx, esq., for filleen or twgnty years
past Cashier of the Bank of Virginiain this
city, died very suddenly this evening, {rom
an attack of paralysis.

BEllen Welsh, a sprichtly aod intelligent
little girl, aged eleven years, fell into & vat
of hot whizkey, at Stearns’ Distillery, yes-
terday alternocn, and was literally hoiled
alive. She lingered in great turture through
the night, and died this morning.

One-haif of the American Ifotel property
in Harrisonbarg, Reckingham county, avas
sold at aveiion on Saturday, fur 57,000 to
Derrick Pernybacker. The other half of the
Awerican has been sold by J. R. Koogler,
5., to Messrs, 8, M. &. R. Bawman, for 88,
o0U.  Messrs. Bowman get possession on the
ist of Jamuary. |

The first Baptist Church of f{ampton,
haviog extended a eall to the Rev. Geurge
F. Adamns, recently of Baltimore, w0 become
their pastor, he has accepted, and will enter
immediately oa the discharge of the duties
thereaf.

Jadge Thompson, of the Wheeling cirenit,
has decided in 1avor of the Auditor’s con-
struction of the late tax Vill, that *“The iu-
cou:e or salary i on the amount received
duriog the year. whether paid yvearly, month-
lg, weckly, or hwoarly.”

Col. J. W, Ware, of Clarke County, has
been elected one of the Viece Presidents of
the Maryland State Agricultural Society for
nexE year,

A large Union meeting was held in Green-

rier county, last week.  Union resolutions
were adopted, es, also, resolutions against
secession.

Messrs, Welch & Bauserman have estab-
lished & large new distillery near Wood-
stock.

—_—— D —— ——

A largefire took place in Prevideice, R,
L., on Thursday, in the large four-story build-
ing No. 18 Sabin strcet, owned by the Pro-
videace Dyeing, Bleaching, aud Culender-
ing comipany. The origin of the fice is not
determined. Bug it soon swept throueh tae
whole upper part of the building. A large
quantity of goods belonging to various par-
ties was on hand. some ol which gre damaged
by water; bui a large portion of them remov-
ed in safety. The total Ioss muss be at least

-

380.000, insurance about $35,000:

At the Bultimore Methodist Convention af-
ter the majority report and resclutions were
adupted, it was resulved to nddress them also
to the Bust Baltimore and Western Virginia
anaual conferences,

Aletter to Henry Grinnel frem C. P. Iall,
of the Asctic expedition, details the loss
o.the Schooner Rescue and the Ixpedition
Boat: says that Frolisher Strait is a Myth,
and spesks of Discovery of Coal and Iron,

Letter from Hon. John 3. Zotts.
jicaymono, Nov. 27, 1864

My DEesr Sir:—I have been endeavoring
to malke an opportunity for some days past,
to answer your very friendly and: seduclive
letier, but my whole- time, day.and night,
has been 50 constantly occupied with mat-
ters that could not be postponed, that until
the present, I have been compelled to defer
it—uand even now I must be brief, :

I speuk of your letter as being seductive;
I refer, of course, to those portions which
bold out promises of future grentoess, if I
will “seize upon the present occasion with
a nervous gresp, and guide the movement in
favor of secession.,” which you think is
fixed and inevitable; and many a charming
woman has sacrificed her honor and her
reputation to the insidious tempter, under
far less imposing circomstances than those
you presenf for my consideration; but it was
only because they had not the firmness to
say, as I do now say to you, in the language
of our Saviour—*‘Get thee behind me, Sa-
tan.” . ;

I do not concur with you in opinion, that
the dissolution of the Union is inevitable;
the sky looks threatening I grant you, but
80 it bas doane before, and yet the clearest
sunshine has succeeded, without a shower of
rain or a peal of thueder —so I trusc ic will
be again. But if it should be otherwise,
and the government of the United States is
to be overthrown, no part of the folly, the
wickedness, or the crime, shall be charged
upon me, either by the wise and good men
of the present age, or of generatfons yet to
come. - T

True, South Carolina lias rushed on with
a head-long impetuvsity, wholly unsaited to
the gravity of the occasion, asif she were
afraid to trusc herself with zime for calm
deliberation, relying more upon the passion
than the wisdum of her people; and it may
be, that under a ridiculous, and false idea
of a becoming pride, and true greatness,
she may invoive herself in very serious dif-
ficulty; she may even declare herself out of
the Union; ehe did go by Ordinance in Con-
vention in 1833; but still the Union was not
rent asunder, nor will it now be, as I think;
no otber State is likely to yo with her, and
whut is best, and surest of all, Virginia cer-
lainly will nol in her present state of mind.

If I could see the least semblance of jus-
tification in the attitude South Carolina has
assumed, I would sympathize with her—bus
I cannot, for reasons alreedy given in my
specch, which you say you bave just read.
I' sce nothing in that position but pluir,
bold, daring, plat-footed rebellion, ugainst,
and freason to the rest of the States, and I
canoot, under any contingency, be indgeed
to take sides with her in ber disloyalty and
treachery. Who can ask itof mewkhen her
own most trosted and active leader, M.
Yancey, in his Montgomery speech, swid:

“If 1 understand my distinguished friend
from Virgiuis, (Mr. Pryor,) the election of
a Black Republican President would be an
issue for Disunion. I undersiznd my learn-
ed collengue, (Mr. Hilliard,) to say that
upon that issue he would be ready to dis-
solve tha Upnion. I say with all deference
to my colleagues here, that no more inferior
issue could be tendered to the South, upon
whiclr we should dissolve the Union, than
the luss of an election. When [ am asked
to raise the flag of recoluiion agzinst an elee-
tion under the forws of law and the Consti-
tution, I um asked lo ds en unconstitufion-
al thing, wecording to the Constitution as it
now exists, I am ssked to put myself in
the pgsition ol a rezen, of 4 TRATTOR; In a
position, where, if the government should
succeed, and put down the revolution, I
and my fricods ean be arraigned befure the
Supreme Court of the United States, srd
there e sentenced to be hanged, for violating
the Constitution and laws of my country.”

Such is she admission of the leader whom
you propese to follow, and you make an
earnest appeal to me to unite with you in
assuming the position of a rebel and a trai-
tur, for which I may be sentenced to be
havged for violuting the Constitution and
Jaws of my country. Parden me, my re-
spected, but impetuouns iriend, bul I had
rather not; L wm impetled by every consider-
ation of honor and duty to decline your
very polite invitation.

Do you doubt, or does any sensible and
reflecting man doubs, that Mr. Yancev de-
scribed traly the situation which every man
vecupies who favors the movement of South
Carolina. hecause of the election of My,
Lincoln ? for even she dues uot pretend, that
she would have occupied her present posi-
tion if Linevlo bad been defeated. und yes,
are you uot surprised to see so many of our
own people turning “rebels’” aund “traitors”
at her bidding ?—are you not indeed sur-
prised ut yourself?  fRebel and 'I'raitor!
very imposing and high sounding designa-
tions in tha estimation of some, perhaps,
but I have no particular desire that they
should attach to my name—either now, or
in atter lifo. - My aspiralions do nol run in
thut tine,

Seuth  Carolina, spurning the counsels
aod co-operation of Virginia and other
Southern States, huas of ber own accord, aud
upon her own look, chosen to raise a mighty
and a feerful issue with the General Gov-
ernment, and upon the General Government
rests the responsibility of settlivg the gues-
tion. Iands off and fuir play o both, say
1. In its'presens stage we have wothing o
do with it, and a0 far as 1 am concerned, 1
turn Ler vver to “Uncle Sawm,” and il she
can muintain her position against that ye-
spectable and powerful old - gentleman, let
sher have all the honor aod glory, and hene-
fitol the achievemeatto berself. [ hopeshe
may have s good and merry time of it.  She
will still be & State ¢r the Union, 15 a state
of rebellivn, and I have mot a shadow of
deubt, either of the yight, or the power to
control her; the only question would be—Zs
it worlh whilez Wouid it not be Letter to
let ber zo out. and stay out, until she had
made the experiment, and like the prodigal
son, return to her home to eat up the fatted
calf, : .

Bat that enfortunately would lead to an-
other perplexing difficulty, which is, thas it
weald amoent t en sckavwledgement, that
we lve no government, and never had oneg;
that our fathars were asset of old fools and
togies, who thought they were making fur
their posterity a government that vould en-
dure_forever, whilst it was nothing more
than a were vuluntary association of Siates,
to be folerated only so long as it was enlively
convenient-and agreeabla to all the parties
to remain in it, bat that the moment it be-
came irksome to any one State, it might be
broken up, as readily as an ordinury party
at whist, whenever one of the pariners hap-
pencd to tire or grow drowsy—and it re-
guires but little reflection to sutisfy any rea-
soning man, thatif the doetrine ol the right
of secession is once recognized by the gov-
crument, all its powers ceasze at vuce, even
although the doctrine may not be carried
intp practical efect. The government is
now supported by loans snd treasury notes,
and has been with the exeeption ot short in-
tarvals fur the last twenty-five years—Wkha?
¢redit weuld the goverament be entitled 1,
and what could it obtain, either at home or
abroad, if 1¢ were uunderstood that any one
State might at any moment breek up the
covernment. and thus cancel the debt, as
Soutk Caroline mow proposes to cancel hers ?

When should we be sufe in declaring war
for the defence of ur houor, or cur rights,
or fur the protection of our people, if in the
midst of the war, the Union could be dis-
solved, and the government destroyed, when-
ever some one of the States might be disap-
pointed in the eleciion of her fuvorite candi-

dete for the Presidency, or because her in-
gerest would be ‘promyted by doing 50, or pe- |

-
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cuuse il ould enhance thé price af collon to

open o direct (rade with the eneny? What
government on earth would thereafter treat
with us, as one of the Nations of the world?
or treat us with respect? 1 do. not wish to

be disrespestful to uny body—and most sure-
1y oot to you, but I hope you will pardon

me f:gr saying, that one of the inconceivable
and irreconcilable things of this world to my
mind, is that an ides, of such unmixed. and
unmitigated nonsense and absurdity as that
of the right of a State to secede at pleasure,
should ever have obtained a place in the
mind of any maa, who was nos an absolute
lunatic. Men’s minds are differently organ-
ized I know, and we see things through dif-
ferent optics, and I dare say, youand others
look upon mie, in the same light,, as I look
upon you and upon them. Well, be it. s0;
honors are easy, and. we break even.

Tt has become quite & favorite and fash-
ionable mode of oxpression to aay, *fhis is
not @ government of force; the government was
nol made by force, and can not be kept to-
gether by force.” : J

It is very true that the government was
not madie by force, and it is_for that very rea-
son, that there is no right to break it up,
and that it can be kept together by force;
whether that is 2 desirable mode of doing it
is altogether a different question; if 4t had
been formed by force, if some tyranoical des-
pot had furcea a government upon the peo-
ple, which had never obtained their appro-
val or assent, then any of the parties would
be justified in throwiog it off whenever they

could get rid of it—but 2 iy precisely because

it was nol made by force, bus that ‘on the
other hand it was a free and voluniary com-
pact, entered into one with another, and
each one with all the rest, that there is a
power to enforce the compact.

Debts are not, nnd cannot he created by
force, but if voluntarily entered into, the
payment of the obligation may be enforced
by the strong arm of the law, and the -com-
pact between the States having been volun-
tarily entered into may i like mannper be
enforeed if necessary by the strong arm of
the government, and it is no government at
all, if it is not oue of sufficient force to pro-
tect itself against treason and rebellion on
the par: of its own citizene. If it is pot a
government of force, why was Congress cloth-
ed with the power “to provide for calling
forth the wilitia, to execute the laws of the
Union, suppress insurrection, and repel inva-
sions,” swhether they come from within or with-
out? Pshaw! that’s all fal lal, to tickle the
ears of groundlings. It was a government
of force and very efficient force in 1833, when
the foree bill passed a democratic Congress,
in the ITouse by a vote of 149 to 48, and in
the Senate by 32 to 1. When and how
hus the Constitution besn changed since
that time? or is it only because statesmen
Lave grown more wise of late? Establish
this doctrine of secession and it is at once
settled that there is an absolute impossibili-
ty of ever forming a fixed, permasent and
stable goverament out of two or more States;
for if our Constitution does not make this a
permanent government as designed by its
founders,—then language cannot be employ-
ed that wonld make it so—and our ipstitu-
tions arc no better than those of Mexico.

Batif 2 new confederacy were to be form-
ed, I could not go with you, for I should use
whatever influence I might be able to exert,
aguinst entering into one with South Caro-
linz, that bas played the part of & common
brawler and disturber of the public peace
for the last 30 years, and who could give no
security that I would be willing to accept,

that she would not be as faithless to the next

compact as she has been to this which she is
now endeavoring to avoid. In addition to
which, the objects and interestsof South'Car-
olina as she conceives them, are essentially
at variance with those of Virginia; this State
will never sanction piracy, and if not, Scuth
(Carvlins does not desire our company, and
would get rid of us as svon 28 possible.
What may be the ultimate condition of
things, I do not pretend to be prophetic
‘enough to foretell, but I do not think there
is any likelibood that any other State will
go out, as South Carolina propuges to do, in
a sort of sky-rocket bluze; the rest will be dis-

posed te consider matters more carefully, end |

will take time for consideration and reflec-
ticn, during which much may, and 1 think
will e done, to reconcile existing differences.

The Northern party has succeeded to pow-
er; they are therefore deeply interested, in a
political sense, in keeping the Union together,
and can well afford to do ol! that we have &
right to demand, under the Constitution; and
if they do mot, we may be able o accomplish
all that is essential, throvgh lhe action of
Congress. :

Now as you say to me, “sit down, side by
side with me,” and let us talk this matter
over. Suppose the North, shonld azree to
vepeal all their obnoxious legislation, which
has for its object the obstruction to the exe-
cutivn of the fugitive slave law, (which they
ought not to hesitate to do, even if no Union
were at stake) and if not, suppose Congress
should so modify that luw, as to relieve it of
that obnosious feature to which I referred in
my Lynchburg speech, and thereby add to,
rather than impair its efficiency, and sccom-
vanying that legislation, with a bill declar-
lug it to be a felony of the highest grade,
and subject to heavy penalties by fine and
lmprisonnent o rescue or attegpt to res-
coe a slave in custody of the officers, or
after be had been restored to his master, and
making the general government responsible
jor the value of the slave that may be rescued,
and holding it as & charge against the State
that shall permit the law to be thus violated
within its territory; then suppose in refer-
ence to the territovies, there sbould be wis-
dom and patriotism envugh, in both sections
of the country, to restore matters to the con-
dition they occupied prior to 1854, by re-es-
tablishing the BMissouri Compromise line;
don’t you think, my good friend, you could
then be persvaded to aurree that all the South-
ern States, except South Caroling, wonld agree
cren without the restoration of' the Missouri
line, to remain a little longer in the Union?
aithouzh South Carolina might have assum-
ed that sbe was too govd, and high toved,
and clivalric to remain where Virginia, Ken-
tecky, Tennessee, Maryland, North Carolina
and Missouri, would be proud to stay? And
if South Carolina shounld be deaf to all re-
monstrance and insist that she would stuy
cut, after that, don’t you think she ought to
be lefs to share the fate she had so unpeces-
sarily courted and provoked? 7

All this I have strong hope may be accom-
piished, ifreasonable time is allowed,—u sui-
table spirit is adopted, and a proper course is
pursued; but I do not think it can ba done
by the system of hullying and bravado, that
many of our leading men scem to have a de-
cided passion for. The North and South are
cqually brave, and a brave people, like a
brave man, will always despise and defy a
bally, and there has been too mach of that
game played on both sides. =

1 believe in the patriotism of reflecting
men of ali parties and of both sectioons, and
I am confident in the belief that each will, in
the spirit that animuted our fathers, for the
suke of the Univn, surrender much. that has
been claimed on both sides, before they. pall
down this great temple of liberty om (heir
own heads. - ¥ B ik

I will not stop to enquire which section

would suffer most from a rupture of the

Union, becuuse [ do not caleulate its value
by dollars and cents; it is enough for me to
know, thas both weuld sustain a calamity
that neither time nor labor nor money
cculd repair.” Dut to acccmplish anything,

reason and persuasion must take the place |

of threats and taunts and crimination, and
recrimination. How all this is to be brought
about, is andther question, which I leave to
thoso who are in power to bring it about—

put I have aii abiding -trust and confidencg
in the same (Good Spirit that has direoted us
through every trying dificulty that the way
will be prepared o save the great, gloriouy
thrice-blessed, and God-like work of our Fg.
thers to us, and to our children und to our
children’s children,

One thing, my friend, you may be assured

of, that when the necessity shall arise for
Virginia to take up -arms againet- the Goy.
ernment of the United States, she will re.
quire no other State to.set her an example of
what it becomes her honor to do—but she will
peither be “Rilched on” nor “dragged inty”
any rebellious or treasonable movement |
the most spoiled child of_the: whole “family,
Virgipia made the Union; -it is chiefly the
work of the hands of her children, and she
will adhere to, abide in, protectand preserve
it, until some stronger reasons than now ex.
-ists for; its destruction; .
...Onpe word more. Are we to have a State
Convention? T hope not; there is no suff-
cient reason for a Convention: the publig
mind.is not in a condition for a Conventign:
itis-in‘too excited a state for such delibera.
tion as the public interests demand; and art-
ful means have been used to wake it so, and
the state of your own mind serves as evidence
of that fact. ‘

Men are not made wiser, or more temper-
ate from being sent into s convention, than
to any other deliberative body, suchas Con-
gress or the Legislature: nor bave we any
reason to suppose when party spirit runs
as high as it does now, that wiser and better
‘men would be selected for such a place and
fur such a purpose as is contemplated ; and
would you ordinarily trast, or do you know
anybody who would be willing to trust the
existence or destruction of this National Goy-
ernment to the hands of those who fill eith-
er of these departments ? The world was not

made in an hour, itis not likely to be de-
stroyed in a day; there isno occasion then
for such remarkable haste.

Nobudy purposes to fire our dwellings, or
steal our substance away from us: there is
plenty of time before us,—let us then be
patient, be wise, be moderate—give time for
the passions excited by the late election and
the ecenes that now surround us to calm
down. Let us act like men, and not like
children, and above all, let us take time: to
ascertain facts, and not be led away from the
path of daty and honor, by the ten'thousand
misrepresentations that are scattered 'broad
cast over the country for the purpose of in-
flaming popular passion.

It takes a great while to build up a govern-
moeut, and it will require 2 vast deal of lahor,
reflection, foresight, knowledge, wisdom, and
experience to form one that will prove a satis-
factory substitute for this which you pro-
pose to discard.

Do you feel sure that the State is prepared
at 2 moment’s nozice to bring all these vari-
ous and essential elements to bear upon this
subject? If you are, Jamnot! and as thero
is less danger to be apprehended from cau-
tious deliberation, than from inpetuous haste,
I beg you to unite with me in urging tho
people of Virginia not to be in too great a
hurry to destroy, or hazard the loes of, what
all the world will never be able to give them
again.

I am respectfully, your obedient servant
and friend, “J. M. BOTTS.

To H. B. M., esq., of Staunton, Va.,
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“The Union Must and Shell be Preserved.”

If ever there was a time in the bistory of
the Old Dominion when she could make ber
influence felt amid her sister States of this
Union, more than the present, I am not
aware of it. All conservative men, North
and South, turn their eyes on Virginia, and
my bloed tingles with pride when I say it.
And why this great confidence? I answer,
because the mass of her pevple are conserva-
tive. Iler leading sons are devoted to this
Union of States, and a shudder comes over
them when they costemplate anything be-
yond. More than all this, on ber bosom re-
poses the remains of many of our greatest
patriots and herves, from WAsSIINGTON. to the
gallant Morcsx—men who pledged their

lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor,
for this Union of ours. Many of them pour-
ed out like water their life’s blood for- this
Union. And now all eyes turn to Virginia.
And shall their appeal be made in vain?
Ob! 'ye sons of these Revolutivnary wor-
thies, prepare for the conflict, and let your
watchword be, “The Union must and shall
be preserved!” Aside be thrown sll party
lines in polisies. Together rally, all Chris-
tian men, of all denuminations, and from
your ranks choose good men and true for
the leaders of yourselves!

To my mind, the time has arrived when
the staid, conservalive men of pur land must
be brought together; and let Virgisia move
off in thiv great purpuse, and take her stand
for the Union, and around her will gather
all the great and the good, representing
every State in this vass Confederacy. We
have bad men in this Union, North and
South. Our ship of State may have been
badly munned. Our State Legislatures have
been composed in the main of men utterly
unfit to make Stute laws, (hence the Personal
Liberty bills, so unkind, #nd, more than all,
unconstitutional,) with many other grievan-
ces we might mention. But, whilst I am
willing toacknowledge that these acts against
us and our institutiens are very wroog, 1
cannot think that this great and glorious
Union is to be broken into fragments.

Fellow-citizens, *‘the Lord reigns,” and
never will He allow so maey praying Chris-
tian men (who love this Union dearer than
life) to go unanswered. Teir prayers lLave
[ been heurd. I know scoffers may laugh at
such n position as tkis, but the time_js fust
approaching, when not only in this land, but
in all lands, will it not only be written, hut
everywhere ackvowledged, that God hears
and answers prayer. Oh! my brethren,
this Union was bought too dearly to be des-
troyed by fanatics and fire-caters. It is
worth more to religion and to mankind than
any of us can caleulate, and that body of
men who will rally now around each other,
trusting sincerely to God for directions, shall
even now, in this, the last extremity, come
off more than conquerors.

1t is not tuo late. It is only too late for
politicians. It is only too late for selfish,
‘designing men. They all are at their wit's
ends, and now the great Goverpor of the
Universe will, I believe, interfere, and out of
this chaos and confusion, by the useof his
own instruments, bring peace and order.
And to him shall be all the glory! Then
let us up and be doing. Praying men, g0
on, step by step, in that path we may a
agree on to be the path of duty in this dark

cometh frem above; and that God who lis-
tened to, and answered the prayers of Wash-
ington, will hear and answer ours. We can,
with the help of God, do much now. The col-
umns of every respectable journal are ‘open
to us, through which we. caa aull reach each
other, until some master mind -and beart
sBall, by these appeals, be called forth, and
by Providence be prepared for the emer-
geney. But we must, in a crisis like this,
cease ta lock to man alone for help, All
our-help must-come from God ; and I"have
faith to believe be will yet core in this, "the
hour of cur extremity, -for our relief and
comfort. M.

*

‘Alexandria, Dec. 8, 1860, - RS

Jose Ramon who was su serivusly ipjured
Ly .the explosion. on board the Spanish {rie
gute Berenguela on Thursday, died Sswups
day. ;

time, asking every hour for that light which



