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The Washingtou correspondent of Baltimore
Sun says : "No action has yet been taken by
the Attorney General of Virginia in reference
to che suit of Phillips vs. Payne, in which the

Ci/n^riiutionality and present iorce of the act of
1S40, reiroeudiug Alexandria to Virginia, is in¬
volved. Should uo instructions be received it

is understood that Mr. Burke, Commonwealth's
Attorney of Alexandria county, will demur to

Judge Willouchby's (for the plaintiff) declara¬
tion, and that the question of the validity of
the act wiil arise and be argued on demurrer.
Should the demurrer be overruled nearly ali
the large laud-owners of Alexandria county will
refuse to piy the Virginia taxes.

A letter from Washington city say?"The
Gaiues-Cushing suit assumes a tripartite form
by the intervention of Mr. Jules Janin, who
files his bill against Mr. Cushing and Mrs.
Gaines in reference to the same estates that
form the subject matter of the suits already re¬

ported. Mr. Janin elaims that he had a con¬

tract for one third o: the laud scrip to be recov

ered in these suits in which he was counsel
with Mr. Cushing, and prays that Mr. Gush¬
ing o»ay be required to trauj-fer them to him,
and that Mrs. Gaines be restrained from inter¬
ference.

Bishop Johns, Bishop of the Episcopal
Church in the Diocese of Virginia, has written
and published, in pamphlet form, a reply to

the letter of Mr. Latane, of Wheeling, in which
the Bishop takes the ground that Mr. L. has
left the church (according to his owu showing)
without good cause ; that the doctrines of the
church are scriptual, but that they have been
misconstrued, which is no reasoo for with¬
drawal. The letter is very kind, and the Bishop
seems deeply pained that Mr. Latane should
have left such a church for such reasons.

A message wa3 received in the House of
Representative?, from the Senaie on Saturday
requesting the return to that body of the joint
resolution authorizing the appointment of a

committee to investigate the affairs of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia. The request for the return

of the resolution has created the impression
that the Senate will reconsider its action, and
that it wiil leave the House 'o conduct the in¬

vestigation alone.

The following gentlemen were on Saturday
appointed the Board of Visits r3 to the United
States Military Academy at West Point for
1874: General Charles S. Hamilton, of Wis¬
consin; Commander C. 11. J. Rodgers, of U.
S. Navy; J. Donald Cameron, esq., of Penn¬
sylvania; Rev. A. B. Kendig, of Iowa; Hon.
Francis Wayland, of Yale College, Connecticut;
Hon. O. P. Temple, of Tennessee; and Hon.
Richard P. Hammond, of California.

A Washington correspondent in the New
York Express, writes as follows in regard to

Washington : "The number of really splendid
mansions recently erected would adorn New
York, while the blocks of less imposing resi¬
dences compare with those of other cities.
Probably nowhere, with the exception of burn¬
ed Chicago and Boston, has the hand of the
builder been more busy within the last two

years."
John C. Henry, chief clerk in the U. S.

revenue office at Lynchburg, Va., has abscond¬
ed with a large amount of money. Twenty
thousand dollars was found secreted in a

drawer which he failed to take with him. It is
estimated that he carried off about $100,000.
He had the implicit confidence of the collector
and did all his banking business, hence the op¬
portunity to default.

Additional particulars of the Tweed rascali¬
ties in New \ork are giveu thismoruing. The
total amount stolen by "the Ring" id stated to
be tweuty milions of dollars, of which four mil¬
lions was on Court-house accouut. Mike Nor¬
ton, one of the Commissioners of the Court-
Hous';, has made a eoufession implicating
Tweed, Couolly, Wpodward, lugersoll and
Watson.

Mr. Dawes expects to begiu tiis great speech
on the finances on Tuesday or Wednesday..
The debate will run a long time. Maynard, of
Tennessee, will have uominal charge of the
Banking and Currency bill, but will not speak
much. General Butler has a speech ready, in
favor of inflation, while Judge Hoar is to take
the floor on the other side of the question.
The British Parliamentary returns received

up to date show that seventy-five Conservatives
have been elected to seats formerly occupied
by Liberals, and that tweuty-seven Liberals
have been chosen in place of Conservatives.
Mr. Gladstoue will await the conclusion of the
elections before deciding what c >urse the Gov¬
ernment will take.

The Galaxy for March will contain an inter¬
esting article by Rev. J. L. M. Curry, LL. D.,
of Richmoud College, Virginia, on the Confed¬
erate States and their Constitution, in which
certain points of advantage in the Confederate
Constitution over our existing Federal Consti¬
tution are suggested by the writer.

Another attempt will be made in the House
of Representatives to get a resolution through
requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to in¬
form the House how many of its members are
stockholders in national bauks. As the stock¬
holders are supposed to comprise a majority,
the resolution will fail, of course.

The entire number of pereons engaged
throughout the country, under the internal
revenue bureau, is 3,533 against S.599 seven

years ago.

The Augusta Constitutionalist proposes the
organization of an as-oriatir n in each Southern
State for the purpose of pensioning Confederate
soldiers who have no government to recognize
their claims and look after their wants. The
plan for raising the money is by lottery, a rath¬
er questionable method.

Sister Mary Raphael, (Miss Margaret Ennis,)
a member of the Visitation Order, died at the
Convent in Georgetown yesterday morning,
after a lingering illness, of consuinptou. De¬
ceased was a sister of Mrs. John F. Ellis, and
the eldest daughter of the late Gregory Evans,
of Washington city.
The railroad law of Illinois, for the equaliza¬

tion of freights and passengers, is about to be

put to the test. The Attorney General oj that
State has brought suit against the Chicago aud
Altou Railway Company for violating the law
in chargiug more than a fair aud reasonable
compensation.

Mr. Henry Clews, the leading member of the
great banking house of Henry Clews & Co. w;is

married ou Thursday evening last, at Keokuk,
I iwa, to Miss Lucy Wwrthington, the step¬
daughter of Hon. Robert F. 13 iwen, a wealthy
merchaut ol Keokuk, and niece *.fllun. W. W.
Belknap, Secretary of War.

The detail for the military court of inquiry
in General 0. 0. Howard's case will probably
be announced officially to-morruw as follows:
Geu. Sherman, Lieutenant General Sheridau,
Major General McDowell, and Brigadier Gene¬
rals Pope and Meigs.
Examination of the bodies of Chang and Eug

will, it is definitely understood, take place at

the Cohere ol' Physicians iu Philadelphia, about
noon to-day. No one will be admitted unlet-s
he is a member of the college, aud all will be
pledged to secrecy.

The statement of the press of Kichiuond atd
other places, that Governor Kemper was pre¬
paring and is about to send to the Legislature
a message on tiuauee is premature, the Gover¬
nor not having written, or eveu determined up¬
on such a course.

We learu from an exchange that a Col. James
P. Taylor, ot Knoxville, has invented a piece
of artillery that wil mow dowu men at the rate

of a regimeut a miuute. It has been tested,
aud is declared to be the most formidable in¬
strument of war now in existence.

Iq a few weeks all the cattle traius from the
southwest for Baltimore will cross the river at

Alexandria and reach Baltimore by the Dew

branch of the Baltimore aud Ohio road from
east Alexandria.

The effort for holding a couventiou ol the
publishers of newspapers, iu \ irginia is re¬

vived.

Yesterday was the coldest day of the winter
io Ilartlbrd, Connecticut.

The famine is said to be increasing and
spreading in British India.

JNJ£WS* oV -L JHL t; U> -V "V'

" To show the very age and body of the Times"

A letter from Austin Texas, states that the
recent election of General Maxey as Uuited
States Senator was a complete surprise all
around. Gov. Tnrookmortou and Hon. John
II. Reagan were tbe two priucipal candidates,
aud their strength in tbe Legislature was very
nearly equal. After a uumber of fruitless bal¬
lots the friends ol both, unknown to each other
determined to see what could be accomplished
by making a division in favor ol Maxey, but
without the remotest idea of helping his chau
ces. When the votes were couuted it was
found that Muxey was elected by a majority of
one vote.
The House committee on Indian affairs have

agreed to report a bill the main features of
which make it a penal offense to cheat or de¬
fraud an Indian, or to fraudulently obtain his
signature or mark to a receipt for money which
has not been fully explained to him. The bill
generally has tbe effect of protecting the Iodi-.
aDs from swindling agents, contractors, &c.,
who have heretofore grown rich at their ex¬

pense.
A hackman named Higgles was fined the

other day in New York, for an atrocious as¬

sault upon an unprotected girl, who was pass¬
ing through the city to her Home in Providence.
Frightened by the prospect of a heavy sentence
he uffered to marry the girl, and it was urged
upon her by others. Wisely, however, she
steadfastly refused saying that she "would not
marry bitu for a court house full of people."
Mr. Stewart has introduced a bill in the Sen¬

ate providing for the payment oi legal services
of Edmund L Randolph, in the case ot the
New Alwaden mine ol* California. It is claim¬
ed that but tor Randolph's services the Gov¬
ernment would have lost the mine. A claim
for $75,OUO has now bceu made by his heirs,
who have found amoug his papers since his
death that he is entitled to eouipeusatiou.
The llw. Chorles S. Thompson, of Chicago,

received lately a call to Louisville, Ivy., with a

salary of $5,000 a year. He acknowledged the
offer very gratelully, bnt sutd, "Noue of these
things move me." A telegram came, ''We
have voted $500 to move your family and furni¬
ture." But he still re.-ists.
The questiou of fuel is becoming important,

even in Minnesota. Coal is scarce, aud wood
is dear, away from the forests. Peat is con¬
sidered as the great resource. In some couu
tics where there is uo wood, two days' work
with a good spade will excavate enough fuel for
a year.

Suits have been instituted in the Superior
Court of Wake county N. C., by August
Belmont & Co., bankers, of New York city, as

plaintiffs, to compel the State auditor to col
lect special tax boods for the payment of inter¬
est for the years 1S70, '71 '72 '73 and '74.

Affidavits ofNew York alleged detectives are

published charging Charles Gray, the Demo¬
cratic candidate for receiver of taxes of Phila¬
delphia with criminal offences iu New i ork
city. Forney's Press publishes a card from
Gray, statiug that the charges are false.
Edwin Booth is "busted." Booth's theatre

did it. He goes into bankruptcy with debts
amounting to over $160,000, which he has a lit¬
tle over $01,000, to pay. Edwin, however, is
young and handsome aud able to Hamlet him¬
self out ol his troubles.

According to the report for January from
the Department of Agriculture, the prospect
tor a good wheat crop iu Maryland is not en-;
couragiug. Most of the early seeding has been
attacked by the Hessian fiy. The area sowed
is about 21,000 acres.

New Orleans is said to have a population of
230,985, an increase of 39.567 over the census,of 1870. Assuming this statement to be a fact'
it makes New Orleans the eighth city in the
Union, or next to Boston.

VIRG IN1A NEAVS.

The schooner Fores: Oak is now taking on

board 5(H) tons of gas coal at. the wharves of the

Chesapeake and Ohio railroad, at Richmond,
destined for New Haven; about 3,000 tons ar^

hauled over the line for New York, Brooklyn,
and other points. Tnis is merely the begin-
niug of au important trade in canuel and ^as
coals, which have been heretofore derived from
foreign countries.
The curse of Virginia is semi-annual elections.

A voter scarcely perfects reconcilation with his
neighbor against whom he has cast a ballot be¬
fore the trouble is to be goue over again. Then
the mischief of the thing is, voters have to

pay about $;>0,tKJ0 a year for this luxury.
There is a strong probability that the peo¬

ple of Rockingham couuty will soon have a

new Court house, to take the place of the pre-
scut old dilapidated and V:'ry unsafe building.
Ad excited competition is going on in regard

to the piace where shall be established the new
lunatic asylum, which it is believed the Gener¬
al Assembly will create.
Thomas Jones Bebb, is largely circulating

information about Virginia iu Germany, whence
he hopes to attract settlers.

J. Aiublur Smith, representative of the Rich¬
mond district, in the youogest member, ofCon
gress.

From Cuba.
Two full pages of the Havana OlB:ial Gazette

of tiic Ttli arc devoted to numeruu-. orders is¬
sued by Captaiu Gcoeval Jouveliar, who was

receotly reinvested with extraordinary powers.
Th<- first proclamation of the Captain Gt-uer

al gives a lull explanation of the present .-tate
ot the insurrection, and the reasons why it con¬

tinues. It also contains assurances that peace
able citizens can live tranquilly and securely
under the protection of the laws as long as they
do uot infringe them.
The secoud declares the entire island in a

state of siege. Ail rebels and persons accused
of sedition, murder and similar crimes are to

be tried by court martial.
The third orders the mobilization of one vol

uuteer out of every ten for active service. This
is to begin immediately and will coutiuue for
six months.
The fourth orders (hat the militia shall be

divided into tour classes, according to a^e. and
that everybody shall be included in the militia,
ali to be liable to military duty, under certain
restrictions and conditions.
The tilth provides that free colored people

enrolling themselves in the militia shall be sub-
j ct to the same conditions as the whites, and
shall be mobilized in the same manner.
The sixth orders that owners of slaves shall

give oue out of every thousand in the island to

work in the camps and on the fortifications and
on the irochas. At the end of ttie campaign
the government will liberate all these slaves,
paying their owners £1,0UU for each.

i he seventh auumeuts every battalion iD the
army by two companies.
The eighth creates a junta tor the inspection

of all items of the espouses of the war.
The uiuth orttauiz -s vigilance committees iu

the interior, who will take note of everything
goii'g on, and furnish guides and act as home
guards.
The tenth orders that all officers and soldiers

sbaU be paid in future iu gold, or its equivalent
in paper.The eleventh increases the extra allowances
and food of soldiers in the ti- Id.
The twelfth relates to towns and settlement*

in the interior, ordering that only such new set¬
tlements be preserved as may be necessary in a

military and political sense.
These orders are publish *d simultaneously

throughout the island. The Spaniards suppose
they will be sufficient to crush the insurrectiou
within six months.

A Singular Case..About nine years ago
Mr. Julius Coudry, of Chesterfield, Va., was1
shot at the battle of Hatcher's Run, near Pe¬
tersburg. The ball, striking him behind the
left ear, entered on the lower edge of the mas¬
toid process, and passing in front of the cervi¬
cal vertebras detached eitrht small pieces of
bone; then glancing to the left, passed through
the faucial region (or upper part of the throat)
and behind the right tousil gland, and lodged
under the lower jaw bone near the submaxillary
gland, produciug a tumor which could bo both
seen and felt externally.
Recently, from some cause unknown to the

writer, but traceable, perhaps, to some occult
power of the vis medicatrix naturae exerted iu
order to get rid of extraneous matter, the ball
commenced retracing its course by pressure ou
the side of the more yielding tissue, thereby
causing ulcerative absorption, and soon appear¬
ed behind the right tousil gland, whence it was
easily dislodged.
The suppuration attending this retrograde

movement of the ball caused much inconveni¬
ence to the sufferer, but that disappeared after
the foreign body was removed. The most per¬
manent injury inflicted by it is the loss of flex¬
ile and rotary movements of the head. He can¬
not look behind him without turning his body.
What is exceedingly remarkable in this case,
and gives it so much interest, is that so large
and rough a missile as an eight-ounce iMinic
ball should plough through such vital parts,
lacerating and coutusing the fleshy structures,
knocking to pieces the bones of the neck, pro¬
ducing comminuted fractures, wounding and
injuring perhaps the very axis upon which the
cranium rests and turns, and that he should
then survive such a terrible shock to the ani¬
mal economy..Rich. Dispatch.
An OldSoldiek's Indian Policy..Gen.

Harney, whose name exercised such a whole¬
some terror over the hostile Indians a score of
years ago, hut who has beco retired from ac-
tirc service fur the last ten or twelve years, has
been before the House Com-tittee on Military
Affairs, and was asked to give his views in ret'
erence to Indian matters. He gave it as his
opinion that if the Indians were treated fairly
there would never be any difficulties with them,
lie had knowu but two instances in which they
had ever violated treaty stipulations, and in
these two instances the Indians were to be ex¬
cused. for the treaties had grown old before
they were sought to be enforced by the govern¬
ment, and the chiefs and head men who had
made them were all dead. The troubles with
Indians were principally caused by fraudulent
ageuts and by whiskey dealers, lie had never
known an Indian agent who had not grown rich
in office, except one. On being asked how the
whi.<key sellers could we suppressed,he answered
without hesitation that they should be hanged
or shot by the nearest military officer, fie
woul have the officer take that responsibility.
He was decidedly of the opinion that the man¬
agement of the Indians would be much more
effectively and honestly conducted by army
officer* »han by civilians, unless army officers
had changed very much since he knew them.

A Colored Juiiv. A dispatch from Char¬
leston, is. C., says: .''The trial of James and
B. L. Deeffus. for the murder of Harry West,
in July last, was closed late last uigiit with a
verdict of guilty of murder iu the case of the
former, and of manslaughter in the case of the
latter. All the parties were young white men,
respectably coouected. The accused were de¬
fended by three leading lawyers, aud prosecut¬
ed bv the Attorney General of the State. A
peculiar feature of the trial was the selection
by the prisoner's counsel of a black jury, com¬
posed exclusively of black men of the most ig¬
norant aod uneducated "class; the reason assign-,
ed being that these would be free from the pre¬
judices caused by newspaper reports of the
atrocious circumstauces of the murder. The
jury were out three hours. The defence has
moved for a new trial." i

FICOn RK HMOX).

LEGISLATIVE.
ltlCHMONl), Feb. 7. - In the Senau\ to-day,

bills were reported iu relation tn nations of
detinue; to amend the code io regai I to the
disturbance of religious worship, ana nincud-
iug the aet to incorporate the Washinsiun,Cin¬
cinnati and St. Louis Railroad Company.

Adverse reports were made upon bills in
reference to inspection ol* jails; as to punishing
the concealment of birth of children; requiring
litigants residing outside of the county or cor¬

poration in which they institute suit to deposit
tive dollars with the clerk in actions at iaw, and
ton dollars in suits in chancery, to pay fees; as
to i-ubtuittiog the question ut adopting a new
charter for Petersburg to the voters of that
city, and as to increasing the pay ol jurors.
Also as 10 the constitutionality of depriving
citiz-'ns of the Commonwealth of an original
trial by jury iu cases where the right of trial by
jury is guaranteed by tho Constitution ot the
State.

y,_

The Committee for Courts of Justice were
instructed to report upou the expediency of
providing by law that the property of a single
woman shall not be liable, alter marriage, for
ante-nuptial debts ol her husband.

Bills were presented to amend section 5 "I
the aet for the encouragement of >mm gratiotr,
to provide tor the payment of the ind btedness
of Harrisonburg town-hip, in the county of
Rockingham. and to incorporate the Culpeper
Library Association
The bill to provide for a lease of the peniten¬

tiary was made the order for Wednesday next.
Bills amending the code providing lor organ¬

izing chain gangs, aud to prevent the obstiuc-
tioti ol'siivauis and highways, were passed.
A numbi:r of bills were advanced to engross¬

ment.
....

in the House of Delegates the Senate brl to

provide a charter for Petersburg was reported
from the Senate, and was referred to the
Committee on Courts of Justice.ayes 40,
noes 41.

.

A report was agreed to that it woul 1 he in
violation of the constitution of the State to
abolish the registration laws of the State exc-pt
io cities and towns c ntaining over one thous¬
and inhabitants, as provided by the bill reler
red to the committee.

#The report of the Committee on Courts ol
Justice, declaring it inexpedient to legMate or.
the subject of amending the code in reference
to eX"tuptions in case of distress was agreed to.

Bills were passed for the relief ol sheriff- in
the service of civil proceess of other cou.ities
than the one in which they resid"; to amend
the C"de in relation to escheators; to ine »rpo-
rate the One Dollar Sivings Bank at C.iar
lottesville, and to amend the code in reference
to judgment. Ileus.
Judge Cockfrille, of Fairfax^ presented a

memorial of citiz ns of Fairfax Court House,
a^ktug tor the passage ol a law forbidding the
sale ol ardent spirits on Sunday.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Several members of the Senate and House of

D. lecates left the city to-day, f<>r an excursiou
to Norfolk by rail and from thenc<- to Balti¬
more by the Bay line steamers. They are to

returnby way of Washington and the ltieh-
uiond. Fredericksburg and Poti iuac Railroad.

Citizens of Westmoreland county have sent
to the Legislature a petition praying for the
enuctm nt ol a law that will prevent, the^ de¬
struction ol mocking birds iu that c>iunt>. loej
represent that apart from their sweet notes,
these birds are friends of the agriculturalist,
by destroying insects and worms.
The new charter for Petersburg has been re¬

ferred to the Judiciary Committee of the House
of Delegates, a number of Conservative mem¬
bers desiring to have the opinion of the Judici¬
ary Committee upou the Constitutional points
involved.

.. .

There is a petition now before the legisla¬
ture asking the incorporation of the \irgiuia
Chemical and Mining Compauy, tint purpose
of said organization being to develop the rniue-
ral aud other resources of the State by mining
the native sulphur and other ore?, &e., and by
manufacturing these and other materials into
clu'Ujicals, fertilizers, <fcc. lhe capital steck
of the compauy to be $1UU,UIJ0, in shares ot
$10U each, and the works of the company are
to be established at Richmond or such other
place or places iu thci5tate as the company shall
determine.
.

The Finance Committee of the U jusc are

hearing evidence and argument in the case ot
Kelly, who hns a claim against the Common¬
wealth for $10,491.97, with intercut from the
l°th of September, ls57, on account of work
done on the Blue Ridge Railroad aud B;ue
Ridge Tunnel.
The code of 1S73, recently published, has

been adopted by the House of Delegates as the
law of the State, but the Seuate refuses to
agree to this arrangement for the reason that
the work has never uudergone legislative re¬
vision. Notwithstanding this both Houses are

daily passing acts amending this code, thereby
recognizing it as law.
The balleoce io the State treasury to-day is

$.)'j4,5G7.til.
Asiiantek..The Ashantee expedition has

resulted in a great success, wishin a shorter
period than the most sanguine believers in
British pluck and endurance could have auti
cipated, arid with a comparatively trifling loss
of life. The enterprise has proved a holiday
excursion compared with the long marches, tiic
perilous mountains an 1 defiles aud the many
dangers which had to be UKt and overcome by
Napier's Abyssiuiuu expedition. But the re
subs from the subjugation of King K'ffee will
be infinitely more valuable to Jviglaud than the
compensation for the suppression of King
Theodore. It means substantially the annexa¬

tion of an immense territory in Equatorial Af¬
rica, exceedingly rich in all the products of the
tropics, aud capable of development iuto a

great market for English manufactures. Coo-
ma>sie. the Ashantee capital, is reported to he
a wealthy ciiy in the rude manufactures of the
natives in cottons and ornaments of g >M, and
rich, too, as a depot of palm oil, gold dust,
ivory and all the exchanges from the surround
ing tribes. As Sir Garnet Wolseley, within
thirty miles of this famous unknown African
capital, has halted only for a few days, we infer
that alter this halt he will resume his march
10 U.e city aud occupy it. We shali theu prob
ably learn that the reports heretofore spread
abroad ol its barbaric riches were fabulous ir.-
veutious; bu', nevertheless, the occupation of
Coomassie by the British army will be another
entering wedge for civilization into the heart of
Equatorial Africa.. iV! i'. Herald.

A Missing Steamer .The gravest appre¬
hensions are entertained in relatioo to the safety
of the steamer Cundi de Marca, Captain H .-nry
Hanson, which sailed from the mouth of the
Mississippi river on the loth of November
last, bound for the Magdalena river in S uth
America. She had a crew of seventeen men,
all from that region, who had been sent to New
Orleans to assist in working the steamer to her
destination. The boat was built at Pittsburg.
In getting it down the 0::io river it was delay¬
ed nearly a month by getting agr<»uod near

Troy, Indiana, aud consequently left New Or¬
leans much later than was considered prudmt.
The boat was built to run up -n the Madulena
river, apd Captain H insou had previously navi¬
gated two or tbjee steamers of the same kind
safely to that locality, iiis u.-ual course has
been to touch at Key H est, Cuba and Sao
Domingo, from which places he always wrote

promptly. Key W est is about four days' sail
from the Mississippi. Nearly twelve Weeks
have no# elapsed, and ail the points have been
repeatedly heard from, but no tidings of the
boat of any kind have been 'received..Bait.
American.

The Washington King in Trouble.
'I he petition of prominent citizens of theDistrict of Columbia a>king for an i'ive>tiga-tion of the official acts of i lie lute BmrdPublic Work-. :is.-crts that the .-signers haveproof of their alienations of fr .-ud and e rrup-tion. The alarm of the District rintr is shownby the f'rautic assertions of the Washington or¬

gans that Congress cannot affird to waste timein fruitless et.quiries. In the Senate M'tidayand on Friday, the apolotrists for the .B -ard ofPublic Works were unanimous in die bi-halftliat the petition ought not to b<- printed. 'J'hefollowing is a sample of the character of thedocuments upon which the accu?atlons are
made, in the form of a letter lrom Hon. 11. H
Starkweather, member of Congress from theThird Connecticut District, to W. S. Ilunting-
tou, of the Washington "paying ring."

[Confidential.]Forty-First Congress, Unite 1 States, ]House of Representatives, f"Washington. D. C., March 13, 1871. JWilliam U. Huntington, esq.:My Deal Sir: On Friday, before leavingW ishingt"n, I failed at your banking house, but
learned yju were detained by illness from busi¬
ness. 1 hope you will soon be will. Alio v in*?
to make a suggestion, not to embarr kss you i t
the least. As yvu nre nware, I have b 'en re¬
nominated for Congress, and our el- ction is
three weeks lrom to-day. My opponent? are
making vigorous ell".»rts t<» de'ett me, but hH myfriunds say my election is su e. 1 know it i-;but I slinli be compelled t>spend more m-neythan i. a:n able. C<>u.d my friend* aid me witb-
out giving publicity to it, it would put me under
renewe 1 obligators to you. 1 wish this entirelyci-ntidental; in either ease I am, as ever, your*truly, H. H. Stakkweatiieji.

Mr. Staikweather w;is re-elected, and on the
meeting of Congress in the following December
was made chairman of the Hou^e Committee
on the District of Columbia. During the first
few months of the existence of the Board uf
Public Work?, very grave accusations of fraud
and mismanagement were made against it. and
Mr. Starkweather discharged a portion ol tlie
"renewed obligations" by conducting an invef-
tigation in the interest oi the Ring, and mak¬
ing a whitewashing report, During the iu-t
session of Congress lie also made - a report o i

the debt of the District, the truthfulness of
which has more than once been questioned..
Lynchbury H^publicun.

Stale Alluir*.
We make the following extract;} from the

aniiual reports of State officers for the year
ending September 30, 1873 :
Two hundred and forty-nine thousand five

hundred and twenty liv.- males were assess d in
Virginia with a enpitation t-«x for l872-'73.one
hundred a d tifiy-foui thousand four hundred
an-1 fitly-seven while?, nr.d ninety live thousand
and sixty-nine colored.
The Capitol Squ in* is kep' in i»r !er b. a squad

of penitentiary convicts, n.r whose iab >r the sti-

p'Tintendent o* that institution !a.-t year cl arg"d
ibe Slate SI,Ml fur mi aggregate of three thous¬
and and sixty eight days' work.
The lute Attorney Gener.il reports sixty-one

cases pending in the court? of t'nu State, and or.e
in the l. nited Suites Circuit Court, in which the
Commonwealth is h party.
The pub'ie printing account had a balance to

its credit in t»«. . treasury at the end of tiie fisetl
year of S:5,T'iT 04 The superintendent of public
printing asks for an approprintioii of i'.«r
expenses <jf his department. for thu current year.
The total c-st of public printing and binding for
the past year was $20,2-52 4»5, being $2,5 0 le-s
tti'»n the preceding year, and more than $12,U0U
less than under a !ormer .superintendent.

160 859 scholars are on tiie roils of the public
schools of the Sbste this session.113,263 white
and 47,590 colored, a falling oft' as compared
with last session of 6,518 The daily average a4-
tendance.''.4,709 whites, 2<5,4,><j colored. The
t"tal school } opnl'ition of the St ite between 5
and 21 years is 424 107. of wh on 128 9 >7 are white
males and 124.414 white females, 87,399 colored
males and 83,8 7 colored females. Tho peuent-
age of school population enrolled is 37.9 The
percentage of school popul .tion in attendance is
21.0 (tino county not included.) There are 3,090
public schools of all grades in the State, occupy¬
ing 3,421 buildings.1,9*4 log, 1 o2"J frame, 144
br-i k, and 28 stone, the estimated value of which
is $524,1)38. 315 new school hou;es were bu.lt
during the ye r. 704 of the public school houses
are owned by the districts where located. The
total cost of the public schools of thu State f>>r
the your ending August HI, 1873, was $79U 9t9 41.
Average cost for each pu->il enrolled per month
98 cents. There r.re 3,757 public sehool te-icher'*.
whose average pay iter month has be *n increased
the past year from $29 to S-')2. Superintendent
Kutfner, in his report, says: "The number of
school houses built'during the year, and the
large increase in the aggregate value of school

Ijroperty, evince the purpose of the people to
>ui!d uj; the public system solidly and perma¬
nently. The platforms of b >th po'itica! partios,
and the political speeches made during the can¬
vass would have placed the fact beyond a d'>ubt.
if there ha 1 been noother evidonco.''.Richmond
Journal.

Soldiers as Private Servants..It has
often been charged, and as often denied, that of¬
ficials in this city have managed to make the
most ol their salaries by having enlisted men in
the army detailed to .serve them in the capa
city of messengers, coachmen, and even waiters
and servants about their households. As soon
as such charges were made they were said to
emanate from some one who was inimical to the
administration, and desired to injure it. Hut
now the charge comes from an authority that
will not be questioned, and whose republican¬
ism will not be doubted. In the discussion of
ihe army appropriation bill the other day Mr.
Wheeler, of New York, made the deliberate
statement that such was the tact. He used it as
an argument to show that the Service ol the
country would not suffer from a reduction to
25,000 men if all thus employed outside of th
line of their legitimate du'y. and those who
were in the east and were ol no use except to

appear on dress parade, were sent to the fron¬
tier or elsewhere where their services were re¬

quired. Mr. Potter, of New York, indorsed
Mr. Wheeler's statement, remarking that In.-
authority w;is a prominent republican. II..
even put the number of men thus employed as

domestic servants at one thousand..
Sun.
Death of Josiah B. Tavlor..'This gen-

tleniau died at the residence of his brother,I)i.
Taylor, in Hillsborough, on Tu -sdny night iast,
after a lingering illness. U-lore the war, iie
for several yeart edited the Mirror.the then
Democratic organ of this county. He was an
honorable, just and agreeable cunpetifor, and
numbered a strong array of friends and admir¬
ers iD his party, and was highly respected by his
political opponents. He was a lawyer by pro¬
fession. and at the titn-j of his <1 ath, a mem¬
ber of the Leesburg Bur. Harnest and enthu¬
siastic in his devoriou to the cause of his sec¬

tion, he was a most active and efficient co¬
worker in the political campaigns of the State
and county..hwxhurfj Wiiatiin

A Kaii.roak hy Fairfax C. II..A bill has
passed the Legislature, incorporating k'the Co
iutubia, Fairfax and Prince William Railroad
Company.'' We are not informed as to details,
but we suppose this line will occupy the old
road bed from Gainesville, in Prince W illiatn
county,to some point five or.>ix miles east of this
place,whence it will make a stiaight run for the
Potomac opposite Washington Ciiy. With the
work now done, we should think the firmer*
on the line could almost finish it. . Fairfax
ifcics

Alexandria insurance comF yT
Febr uary *.t h, lh74.

The Directors of the Alexandria Insurance
Company hnve dee -ired a d'vid-nd of eight per
centum up -n the paid up capita:, payable at the
effi.e ol tue Company on February »0, 1^74.

MuKToN MAR YE
feb 9 tlO Secretary mid Treasurer.

JANNEY'S CELEBRATED CHILBLAIN
liniment,

AN INFALLIBLE CURE FOR FROSTED
FEET.

Price twenty-five cents per bottle.
JANN EY & CO.. Sole Propretors,

feb J*No. 145 King street.

H.1J1St,TO.V F..11 TKK X AY/.Vf.
Ji'ittiwcre, arylnnd.

I } R( ><JLi B a N D v' A CII15 M E11K d* ECOSSE *
¦ - SHAWLS.
Wo k*pp both r.iif Pa-is and Vienna makes ofthese Shawl*, and have now in st- ck < f this Sea-

Soil a goods
ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED NEW 1»AT-

TEI'.NS.
Prices from $i 50 to $1*25 each.
HAMILTON EASTER & SONS.

j££r**Sarnp:es supp'ied by mail on application.

OUR AIM IS TO SUPPLY GOODS adapt¬ed to the wants ol the poor as well a> to the
rich, ai:d we keep ONLY THE BEST and mo«tSK R VICEABLE grade of every class of goods.With^i fixed price and not inisrepresen'ing thequality of any article, the public may supplytheir wu'its from u; with eonlidence.

HAMILTON EaSTER & SONS.
^S^Samp: -s supplied by mail on application.

I 1LOTUS, CASS1MH5RES, &c., FOR .MEN
KJ AND BOYS' WEAR.

In this department will be found all the desir¬
able and fashionable goods of the Season, and
gentlemen may save 2;> to o5 pe;' cent upon the
cost of a suit of el- thing by yetting the material

HAM 1LTON EASTER & SONS.
/5P??*Samp.es supplied by ma I on application..

YfOURNING D EPA RT \i EN T-This stocklYJL receives our m >st careful attention, and in
it w 11 be fi'U ul unt Only a'i of the best and »;o«.t
serviceable grades of STANDARD (tOODS,
but evesy iio\city for deep or l.ght m turning
t!i:it co:u-.'S out in th.? London market. Our
"Monumental" brand of ALPACA"* and PURE
MOHAIRS are imported only by us, mid while
tii.-y are a? sightiy and well tinished a:- any other
make ol goods, they are fully oue-th:r I heavier
than any other brand i:t the market.

Particular attention paid to tilling tuneral or-
ders 11AM1 L'l> )N 1i A.VI*E A & SON6.
j^fi-Sampb-s supplied by maii on application.

HOUSEIyEEP! NO GOODS.Hotels,Steam¬
boats and Public Insti'utionssupplied with

the b'-st and tuo.-t durable articles, at moderate
price- W»* k"ep large sto k of goods specially
adapted to ab >\e WuhtS.

HAMILTON EASTER & SONS.
^£fSamoles supplied by maii on application.

\ LL PERSONS ARE INVITED to visit
XjL our store and inspect the stock, whether
dosiring to purchase at the time or not, and they
may rely upon polity attention, and not being
pressed to buy. Fu.l lines of samples of any
kinds of goods will be sent to parties out of the
city, and "Xpress charges paid on cash pur¬
chases amounting t > $20 and over.

HAA i LToN E AS f E R & SO N S.
^.ifSaiiip e.- supplied by maii on application.

I ACES.We have determined to regain our
I 1 iurmer prestige for having the best stock of
LACK GOOD" in the city, and have this sea-
Son import,~d very largely oi them. W ith, ujjwill hereaitn be found every N E Sl\ ..K
OF LACK that comes out in Brussels, anu at
reasonable prices.

ilA .MLLTON EASTER & SON
JfesJ' Samplcs supplied b> mail on application.

/ 1AM ELS' HAIR SH A *V'LS.Seventy uO)
KJ N E \V sHAWLS.this season's imuorta-
tiu-i.all diliere.'it patterns. Prices ironi Slo to
*1,000 tach.

. H A M I LT<)N EAST E R & SO N
JG£f**Sainple: su plied by in ;il on application.

1EVENING SILKS AND SATINS.We1i have now in store a lull 'ine of evening
ftuks, embracing all the lie*' shades tiint have
come out in Prance this season.

Prices from cl o0 to ST.oU per ya'd.
HAMILTON EASTER & SONS.

^SSfSainple. supplied bj man on application.

DEALERS who buy and sell exclusively for
cash must and do sei! at lower pri *es than

those who give credit and in »ke bad debts. In¬
creased pro tits mu-t b" put on goods when credit
is given to euu U'/.j ios.-e- bv b..<l debt<.

UAAllLTOJN FASTER A: SONS.
^TSirSamplea su)»plied by mail on application.

DEALERS who import their goods direct
irom the manufac urers in Europe not only

viler to their customers tne newest and moot
fashionable .'abi'iCi, but saving _li«e pivius ol tiie
>ew Vork importers and "middle men, eaii
sell their go-..Is to eonsumers at about the pr'ces
other merchants pay lor tiiem.

HA M 1 LToN EASTER & SONm.
/HdJ"Samples supplied b> m cl on application.

17*MBROIDERIES, hiDGiNGS AND 1N-
\ j SiiRIINGS.Ol these goods Wc have at all
times a l«rge ana comuianu.ng stock. We in¬
vite an inspection of the goods and a comparison
ot pric S.

.H AMILTON EASTER & SONS.
^£f**Sainples supplied by .. ail on application.

DKESS GOODS.Oar stock of Dross Goods
in every department will, as heretofore, bo

unsurpassed b> Lfi-iL oI a.'iy house in tun coun¬

try. in a will bt! found * very grtulu ol' goods
l'ruui tUe lowest priced to th« r.iosL expensive.

liA.MII/roN E^iSTER & duNS.
.Shinj>Isupplied by iMH.il ou application.

G1 ENTL E M E N' S F U RN IS LI IN G GOODS,
J L'>nti<»n until Umbrellas, English Under¬

wear and Hosiery r.!C»:ive special attention.
iiA M1L L'<) N E AM' £ R «it SO N S.

^iP'Sainples supplied bj u.asl ou upplic-itiou.

All keliglol/S and charhable
IN.** i ITU i iuJNS buy their ouppin» irom

Us A 1 V/0& i
Ii AM1 LT«)N EASTER & S()NS.

Baltimore, »1«*<. 2»--«?. »ii ti

.rs.c ijjui.v#sTs.
O. W. JAMIJCSON. C. H. COLLINS.

Alex. Iron and Brass Works.
JA.IIflKSOft A: ( Oi.tJ.'V.S.

k'ropriutoi a.

Eli OF HOYAL AMj WILKES s TS ,

Alexandria, V irginia.
Building Material, Miii Work and Castings

of every description, maile at sbort notice.

Cash paid for old Tron and Brass.
sep ').ti

yy s. moore,
MACHINIST AND BLACKSMITH,

No. i>6 Union street,
Alexandria. Va.

Where he is prepared to furnish all kinds ot
MACiilN EKv. WROUGHT *nd CA.VT
IKON FENCES, <fec.
Repairing done with dispatch, and at prices

tb-U w»jrt* charged previous to the war. jan 20
OUlLir l'ARK,

PRACTI C A L PLUMBE R,
No. 1-S'H'Lh Fairfax street.

The oldest and b'-s. established Plumbing
establishment in ihe city. All work done with
d spate!), and in the most durable and workman¬
like manner. Satisfaction guaranteed.
jobbing done at short notico. and by him-

se f, or the most experienced workmen, ja 2-tt

.4 L'CTiW.V/iEHS.

j^RANClS A. KEliBY,
auctioneer,

R1C A L ESTAT K BROKER,
AND GENERAL business AGENT

NO. i>*> KIN G ST RE ET.
Burke's Building,)

Alexandria, Virginia.
Buy nnd sell, let and lease houses in Alexan¬

dria and farms in thu country.
Particular attention given to the selling of

household furniture at auction at 'lie residence
uf families declining housekeeping. [feb21-tf

BOXKS (>V .1EWELLS PRKMIUM
SOAP, ir. b>'.?.$ !>u table fi>r family u>»,

r s*tle i y GE'J. MeBURN EY &£><>N,
fob lt.»> nnd 170 King etreot.

JEW YORK CLUB and other SKATKo
_N at 88 King street, corner Royal. Selling
ufl'nt reduced prices. Cnl' arH examine,
jan 10 J. T. CREIGHTON & SON.
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