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The political fricuds of Geo. Graot, that is
those to whose personal advantage itsis that he
is President of the United States, are aceus-
towed to claim for him three qualities: reti-
ceuce, perseverance, aod the eapaeity to find
the right man for the right place. The first
quality is valuable only becanuse Geo. Graut
lias vothing to say useful or importaos to the
cpuntry. Puorseverance, while excellent in
well doiog, becomes anything but a desirable
quality when it forwards ill designs, Apd if
there is ove qualification for the P'resideuey in
which the inenmbent of the office has shown
himselt deficient it is in the capacity to choose
proper exceutive officers. A siugle example
will serve to illustrate the appointments of the
country. In Washington the chief officers of
the locul administration are directly un-
der the eye of the President. They arc in
constaut sccial Tntercourse with his intimate
associates and Iimself, aod it must be a very
limited power of diserimiostion indeed, that
could, 1o such eireuwstances, wistake the ca-
paeities of publie servants. The history of
Washington [or the past five yearsis knowa to
ull. It had, when Granc come into power, a
goverowent that had served the purposes of
the people. 1o the seven yeurs he has been in
power, it has had tw) goveromeots cowposed
pearly exclusively of his own appoistees, and
the aspeer of the case to-day is, thut his three
vpew (rovernors sre sueing his forwer Govern-
or and Treasurer, to endesvorto recover from
them public mooeys that the Treasurer, who
baa the Goveroor for surety, failed to sccount
tor. He seleeted a Disrier Atroroey, who
gathered arousd him Lis subordinates directly
under thie eye of the Presidect. Searccly a
year has elapsed sinse the goveromeot em-
ployed special counsel to prosecute the Assist-
ant Distriet Attoroey for a conspiracy to rob
his owo sate and theo to sead an inooscent po-
litical opponest to the pewviteotiary on the
“trutaped up” charge of being aceessory to
the robbery.  The shaweless ignomioy of this
transactioo is almost wichout a parallel in his-
tory. Yet the President contioued the Dis-
trict At rney in office untii a seeond A-sictant
District Attoroey was found, by the Graod
Jury, 1o bave abstracted trom the Coure re-
cords iodictments aud offered thew for sale to
the parties indicted, aod to have conspired to
allow the burglur of a dry goods store to escape,
op false bal, shariog, it was popularly belivy-
ed, witi him, the identical silkssiolen from its
shelves, Gen. Grant's new Distriet Actorney
is now cogaged in prosecuting the late Assist-
aot District Attoroey fur these erimes, aod it
is set up for the defence that this man, who,
for a year, represeuted the goveroment as the
protector of the lives aud liberties of the citi-
zews of the Districe of Colambia, was insane,
'hese arc examples pear at hauvd of Gen.
Grant's adwirable wisdow 1o the selectivn of
publie servants. ‘T'he St. Louis whiskey frauds
officials afford avother illastration of bis re-
markable sagacity io this respoet. The coun-
try is full of them.

Canada, in cgmwon with othier countries, is
passing through a period of mercantile depres-
sion and general striogeoey, The streets of
her large towos are full of wen seckine work
and wages, but, for the wost part, seckivg io
vain, Lo the country no brighter is the pros-
peet, and in the lumber trade, especially, bas-
iness has for long beeo virtualiy at a standstll,
Such eirenmstances as these d mand the most
rigid eeonomy in the administration of public
mooey.  Wien the Goverswent is actually
findiog it pbeeessary to employ laborers upon
works of supererogation simply to keep thew
from dyiog from stacvatiou, surely trenchant
economy is an exigeney of the situation. Now,
for the, last five years, Canada, by agrecweut
with the British Goveromeut, has beeo payiog
a miliioo dollars per aonum tywards sapport-
ing the militia. The term during which the
agreement holds good cxpires with the prescot
year, sod the Cavadian authorities will have
an opportunity of recoosidering the arrange-
ment, The probabilities are that they will not
thick well t revew it upoo the same terms,
Certaivly the amoust iv questios is ooly a
small item io a opatiooal reveoue, but it is an
item. The militia may be a thiog ot beauty
and a joy forever, and very handy to have
about the cousotry, but it is doubtinl whether
the taxpayers, who supply the anoual millioa,
get the worth of their money in practical utili-
ty, aod these are oot the times for luxuries, or-
vamental or otherwise,

A correspondeut vl the New York Cribuse,
writiog from the Levaot, says: *“I'he Moham-
wedans have oot, as a geoeral thiug, the
means of ioformation as to current events
which are possessed by their Christian neigh-
bors. The ccosor of the press hasa slidipg
scale, by which he graduates the allowance of
news wade to each part of the population,
Certain items are fiv ooly for the Levaut Her-
ald, other items suitable tor that paper are not
fit for Freoch papers baving a different class
of readers.  The Greek aud Armeuian papers
have to conteot themselves with a very limited
ruoge awoug the watters perwiited to both
Eoglish and Freoch papers, while the Turkish
papers, intended ooly for Mohammedans, con-
taio but a vmall selection ot the wews of the
day, and that garbled to suit the neeessity of
the Mussulman editor, who wust make it
plain to all his readers that the Qttoman power
1s iu its highest glory to day.”

The Childreu’s Aid Socisty of New York is
a practical charity. It undertakes to give home-
less ebildren a good dinger every day at a cost
of three cents per head,

The Petersburg Tudex Richmond letter says:
Three or four trades unions have within the
past year gooe into baukruptey, dissolved and
let loose their members to work anywhere at
woy price. Lt is evident that the Typographi-
cal union, the keystoue of the arvch of orgamz-
ed mechacical labor, will have to sucenwb to
the pressure of hard times and either reduce
their price 15 or 20 per ceot. or consent to see
the pluces of their members filled by pon-un-
ion wen. And now come the poor paticots
and protest against the Doctors’ combination
by which pretty tall charges are fastened upon
those who are cowpelled to have their services,
Whether the patients will resolve to do or die
without doetors or will import doctors who will
work cheaper than those already here has pot
yet been determined upon.

We rely upon the Baltimore Sun for the ac-
curacy of the figures contained in the very sig-
oificant statement that in the sixteen States
that have held elections this yeur there has
been a Democratic gain of' 129,694 votes since
1873. The nggregate Democratic vote in the
sixtven States that held elections in 1875 is
1,023,111, aod the aggregate Republicau vote
1,007,203, giviog a Democratic majority of
15,818, As the strongest Republican States
have voted this year these figures clearly show
that iostead of the chanees or present proba-
biliries being in fuvor of Republican success
pext year theyare maoifestly in lavor of Demo-
cratie suceess.

The Natchez (Miss.) Demoerat says: Woe
have heard of an instaoce of industry on the
part of a youog lady of this county well worthy
ol beiug noticed.  This lady’s aucestors befure
the war vumbered their broai acres by thous-
ands and their slaves by hundreds, but the re-
sult of the war left them, like others, compara-
tively poor.  During the present year, this
lndy with her own hunds, aod the assistance of
such labor as she hired by work dooe fur the
lahorers, has eultivated and housed three bales
of cotton. Besides this, she has caltivated
nearly an acre in sweet potatoes, frow the sale
of which she has paid oearly the whale of her
personal egpeopses,

The Railway Mail Division of the Fostoffice
Department will hereafter require all railroad
postofice clerks and route agents to stamp the
word “‘missent’’ on every letter or newspaper
that cowes ioto their haods errooeously, it
haviog been found that this practice in some
of the large postoffices has proved beneficial in
stimulating the isquirics and complaints on the
part of the public, which are considered desir-
ablo io regard to all shortcowiogs in the ser-
vice, Two thousand hand stamps have been
procured at a small expense for this purpose,
aod will shortly be distributed.

An ingenious Chicagoan has invented a rail-
way notion which will be bighly appreeiated
by travellers. It is simply a pocket lawp,
which ean be lit in a wowmeat, fastened to &
window blind iu a railwsy car, or adjusted oo
the side of the car for any convenient height,
60 as to throw a perfectly clear and steady
light on the traveller's book or newspaper.
The light is furnished by a caodle mounted on
a sptral spriog, aod the whole arrangement is
$0 compuct and compivte as to be a great con-
venience,  When fuided up it can be put into
the pocket like a cigar case.

The Revenue Bureau bas abaodoned the
use of Federal troops in the South in mukiug
ruids on whiskey stills, thus drawing frow the
Adwinistration the last exeuse for keeping
troops io that section, Ioderal soldiers coull
pot be detailed exeept in uniforw, which in-
variably, it is said, gave waroing to the guilly
parties.  Now the revenue agents use private
citizens, aod the suceess of their efforts has
wore than compeosated the goveroment for
the outlay necessary.  In Virginta, North aod
Souath Caroling the seizures of illivic stills now
average twenly five a wooth,

From Liberia the latest advices from that
ebooy republic bring the news of an 10testine
strife of the wost cowplieated nature,  oliti-
cul parties are contending lor suprewsney in the
Goverpment on a color basis, the ins, headed
by President Roberts, representiog the adulte
rated  Adfrican citizenry; the ounts, under the
feadership of a West Ludian vegro, being pure
blooded Ethiepian stoek without a mitiguting
ghude,  The latter constitute the real aristoe:
racy of the land, aod hold the *“‘pale niggers”
in eontempt,  The struggle is bitter, and the
end no wan can foretell,

The Culpeper Baok closed with only $145.13
on havd.  Lis labilities are $71,76261 ; its as-
sers, omitting the indebtedness ot ex Presideut
Johoson as principal cndorser, $22,577.80.
Auother instanee of the almost erimisal neg-
leet of persons holding mooetary trusts, and
whose nawes give the only eredit the institu-
tions to which they are attached possess, fail-
ing to give their personal atiention to such
trusts and leaving everythivg to persons ol
whow they koow little or nochiog,

The New Orleans Bulletin asserts that there
isa colored “Lmuwigration Socicty” in that
State, the objeet of which is to trausfer the
oegroes from States in which they are ina
hopeless mioority to Louisiaoa, Florida and
Alabama,  The society bas been hard ut work,

but so far the results have not buen sutistac-
tory to its founders.

The Grand Jury of the Louisville City Court
bave returoed teo indictments agaiost various
persoos for betting oo the late eleetion. Lo the
oumber are two members of the City Council,
Accordivg to the State laws all money woon on
ao cleetion bet shall be confiscated by the au

thorities for the bencfic of the school fund, aud
the betters fined io addition.

A Cineinoati jury has found that Egner,who
knocked duwno acother maun, beat him uotil he
wus sepseless, and then threw hiw ioto a fur-
pace, was ooly guilty of murder in the sceond
degree, [t would now be intercstiog (o kpuw
whether anybody can tell how in Ohio wurder
in the first degree conld be committed,

How appropriate the vigoette is which or-
paments the special license tax issued to whole-
sale and retail liquor dealers. Mereury is en-
throned on a whiskey still with a worm aand
wash-tub for surroundings.

Es-Queen Isabells of Spain is reported to

be il with measles,

NEWS OF THE DAY,

*To show the very age and body of the Times,"

Augastus Muyhew, 2 well-known contribu-
tor to the London Puuch, is dead.

Mr. Emnouel Hester has # number of tea-
plants growing in the open air in Madison,
(xa.

The Dabolls, of Croton, Coon,, have manu-
factured almanaos (o over u century, It runsin
the family.  No. 104 is just issu-d,

A delegation {rom the lodisn Territory is in
Washivgton endeavoring to have the Fede-
ral Court established in the Territory, in ue-
eordance with the provisions of the teaty of
1RG6,

Jupan bas sent Kovoys to China aod Corea
to inquire iuto the relations assumed by the
forwer toward the luter, A great storm has
swept over Manila, ceusiog u great luss of life
avd destruction of property.

The Comwissiovers of Charities and Corree-
tinos of New Yurk huve resolved that hereal-
ter the outdoor poor applying for relict shall be
given the DECCSSATICS of lite, mqtu?d of mooey
and orders for groccrivs, as heretofore,

The cotton crop this year is said to be the
Jurgest ever produced, aod it is estimated that
it will brivg a returo over three huudred wil-
Lion ot dollars to the Cotton States, A portion
of this wealth should be used in buildiog more
¢ tton 1uetories at the South.

The report of the Cowmission appoivted to
iovestigate the Suge Fort and Witowski coses
wade their report to the Sueretary of the Trea-
sury yesterday, but oothivg i koowo as to
thieir coneiusions,

The Mark Lane Express says that large im-
ports ol grain have kept the Koglish warket
down, business beivg dull and prices barely
waiutaied.  The Contwontal warkets are
frow voe shilling w ope shillivg aod six pence
luwer.

Ao ivternationnl regatta has been arraoeed
to take pluce in New York harbor on or sboeut
the 22d of June ouxt, and the Centeooial
Comwmissivoers will award wedals aud diplumas
to the winoiog vachis o addition to the prizes
offered by the yuehting organizations,

TLe exteosive sugar refioery of Katteoborn,
Hopke, Offermau & Doscher, situsted at Has-
tiogs-on-the Hudsuo, was totally destroyed by
tire Sunday afterooon.  Lhe loss s estimated
at 200,000, while the lusurapce is less thau
Sauu, 000,

Lu the Freoeh Assembly yesterday an suend-
weot was offered to the Press bill, providing
penalties for attacks oo the Republie, which is
aiwed at the li:..;upnr;lst laction, aod was
fioully passed after o viuleot debate between
M. Jules Fuvre and the Booapartists. The
stutue of Nupuleon was replaced oo the Ven-
dome Coluwo iu preseoce of a large crowd, but
there was oo demonstration.

The Examinicg Comuwmitee of Plymouth
Church last evenivg reported in favor of graut-
ivg Mrs. Moulcon's request fer a Mutual
Cougeil to try the questions at is ue between
bier and the chureh, sod it wili be walled at as
ecuriy a day as pessible, probably sbout the
sccond week in Juvuary.  The Advisury Coun
cil will oot be called until atter the adjourn-
weunt of the Mutual Couneil.

The Uoited States Ircasurer hgs commenced
the issue of the pew ten-dollar legal-tender
notes. The dvsign is oot waterially differcot
frow those of the last sertes.  Tuere hus been
added, un the right hand end of the wote, ap
elacorate seroll work surroundisg the word
“Ten,” io cuch lctter of which ves been io-
troduced delicate epgraviugs of Canterbury
girls,

Advices from Liberia state that a fresh out-
break bad oceurred amonyg the vatives, but
they have beeu defeated by the settlers.  The
Republie is at present divided on the color
question, a party having arsen against Presi-
acat Roberts on aecount of his vot beivg of
pure Alvican biood. 1t is Cared that disorder
way arise vut ol the giestion, and the wure
capservative of the Lineriuns would be glad to
be rid ot it

The Pacific Mills, at Lawrence, Mass., whioh
etploys 5,200 operatives, basgiven gotice that
i will on the Ist of January reduce the rate of
wuges frow teo o iteen per eent. The ao-
vual statistical report of glu-]; vwell Mills shows
thut there are SH0 Do spiudics and 7,750 loows
@ that eity, @iving cuipioyment to 10,500
temale and 7,000 waie operatives,  There are
produced per week 5,100,000 yards of goods,
60,000 yards of wooliens, 10,000 yards of car-
petivg, 2500 shawls and 20,000 duzens of
bostery.,

Maviresm.—luo the Criminal Court of Wash-
ington, yesterday, Owen aylor, colored, was
charzed with wayliem in having on the first
duy of November, with a knife, mutiluted the
lelt: hand of Hugh W, Guoonell, of Fairfux
county. Va,  The evidence was 1o the efleer
that Guunell was at the Uenrer market with o
wagon, and ou returving, alter having teen
abscot for a fow winutes, he found a wan v
the wagon, and on taking hold of hiw he was
cut aeross the back of his left hand.  Gunvell
wis not cortain that Taylor was the mun.  The
defence wis au alibi, aod one of the witnesses,
Thomas Certas, testificd that Taylor was at
his house on the oight in questiou, avd also on
the fiest of December, and Joho Robertsoo tes-
tified that Taylor was at Ceptas’ house on Fri-
day, November Ist, The govervmeot puc 1o
evidence the jail docket, showing that Tuylor
was in jail on Deeember Ist, and also a calen:
dar showing that the first day of November
was Mouday and vot Friday, as testified,  The
counsel for defeves (Mr. A, B. Williams)
asked that the court instruet the jury as to the
law 1nvolvad, aod Judege MucArtliur instrueted
the jory that they wust be certain that this is
the wuilty party; that the injury is perwanent,
and that there was ao inteot o waiw aod dis
figure before they convict. The jury found a
verdiet of guilty.

A dispateh from Harrisonburg, Va., says:
The report of a vegro haviog violated  youog
lady liviog vear McGaheysville, Va., on the
21+t iostant, was exuggerated. He uttempted
to comwit the outrage there, but his courage
seemed to fuil biw at the last moweot, and he
re'eased the young lady aod ran. He was
caught on the wornivg of the 224 by some hot
blooded young men, who immediately proceed-
ed to haog the rascal. Some more judicious
gentlemen, however, eut him down belore he
was scriously injured and took him before a
magistrate who gave the negro the choiee of
standing a trial i the county court or thirty-
nioc lashes, well laid on.  T'he negro chose the
latter, and received severe castigation, some
half dozen gentlemen haodliog the cowhide.
He was let loose, and told to leave the country,

and warned if he was caught after teo days,
he would be mobbed,

Louvise HoMg, Deze. 2Tth, 1875,

To the editor of the Alewandric Gazette -

Picase, through tae Guzctee, present my
theoks to the pumerous dear old and youug
fricnds of Alexandria for their thoughtiul and
well-timed  Clristwas remewmbrances of their
oow exiled friend. Tt is so gratetul to be thus
thought of L+ the Iriendsof long years of affee-
tion when compelled frowm necessity to live
among strangers, cast upon the bouvty of one
who ever eudeavors to wake his charity a com-
fort, yet canvot make us furget the home once

ours among loved oues,

LETTER FROM RICHMOND,

Christmas at Richmond—The Earth-
quake—FPoetry on the Snbject—The
Legisiature-=Work for Them--Death
of a Prominent Mau, &,
[Correspondence of the Alexundrin Gazetto.]
RicusonND, Dee, 27, 1875,

Nothiog of note hus veeurred in Ri:hmond
since I last wrote. A large oumber of (he
mewbers of the Legislature spent their Christ-
was here, aud were as jolly as any of the boys,
There will not, I think, be a quorum to-mor-
row, and indeed it may be doubtiul whether
they get together by New Year's Day. 1 am
strongly of the opinion that they will be vut in
full foree, calliog oo that day.  There is ose
ccosolution at awy rate, now that they are
through with the Scouatorial election and
Christmas, they will have vo excuse for oot
buckling down to the many diffieult tasks be-
fore thew, Uertainly they have respousible
and highly iwportast problews to solve, The
questivn ol the revision of the tubacco inspee-
tioo laws, the State debt, the contested elee
tion case of Johoson and Knight and wany
others, io which large numbers of people are
interested are before them, and must be de-
cided bofore they leave for their homes.

The first watter that will be up will be the
cleetion case of Kuight vs, Johusoo. Llow
this will be decided 1 caunot say. The com-
mittee has had the sabjeet under earcful ovn-
sideration, and will probubly report in a day or
two after the Liegislature ro-assembles. 1f that
committee reports in tavor of seating Geperal
Johoson there will be a bard fight aguiost
their report, sod iu {avor ol seating Kuight or
scoding the watter back to the peopic. It they
report in favor of seodiog it back I thivk the
Senate will acquiesce in their report,

As to the tobaceo and debt questions it is al-
twost too soon to say what wili be done in re-
gard 10 these importaut matters,

Although the Baitimore papers are waking
spitelul comments about our carthquake, aud
luughiog at the idea of there beiug 4 “concus-
sion io the air,”” we have the couvsciousuess of
knowing that what we say is true, aod lurther-
more, in addition to coscussions there are those
who affirm that the earth oot ovly shook but
opened 1o some places, I}rngorr. of the
Petersburg Indes, las boen quoting copiously
poetry on the sutject. but thure is one picee
which he overivoked in his reseurehes Irom
some old revolutionary cuss, which surikes we
as being highly appropriate aud suited to the ve-
caslon ;

Sume fire cried, which was denied,

Sonio said the esrth nad quuked,

And girls und boys, with hideous noise,

Ran through the town hulf naked.

Mr. Lewis D. Crensbhaw, the well-known
wemwber of the firm of Huxall, Creashaw & Cu.,
proprictors of the celebrated Coluwbian flour
auills, died ut his resideoce in this city this af-
teruoon, after a shert iliess.  He has lovg oe-
cupicd a promiueot positioo in business eircles
here, avd was loved by all his cwployees, aud
respeoted by the citizens of Richwoud weovrally,

STRONGERMY,

Letter from New York.

[Correspondetce of tne Alexandria Gazatie.)

New Yorr, Due, 27, 1875, —Christaus has
cowe and gooe ; of all the days in the year,
nooe has the same welcome, siuce on this day
all ure made wore or less happy, from the resi-
deet of Fifth Avenue to the poor doowed con-
vict, confined io his cell. How waoy little eyes
sparkle us the dawo comes; how many little
foet ure pattering over the floors to rifle the ful}
stockivgs that await them; bow maoy older
hearts are tull of gladness, with the thousht

the teoder ones.  No day io all the ealendar
secws hait so bright ; the bappy hope aod
prowise ol an April worniug, the saoshive apd
birds and blossows ol u day i Jaoe, the wel-
low glories of an Indinn sumwmer aftervoon, are
as uithing, beside the brillisney and joyousness
of Christwas, Clouds capuot dull 1t, storms
cavnot obseure it; its traditions wrap the
carth with o wantle of rood cheer; irs actual
presence at leogih, is like a benedictio,

The past week has been misty damp and
disagrecable, greatly retardioe the lulios o
making purchases, even OId Probabilitios has
beew wrong, tor two days be predieted raio.
and puwe eawme, and wheuo he said elear weath-
er it rained,; but he is generally correet, and
for being vut of the way voce or wore, we
pardou hiw.

Tke shopwen say there has been a great deal
of lockiog around, but few making purehascs,
eseept very wexpeosive articles.  We think
on the whole, there has been plenty bought
and sold, and are glad to see worthy wen sell
their wares, but there are a elass ol vultures,
who expeet to live by extortion during the
holidays, aod il this class has not dove well,
“tis simply o good thing; yea it would be a
blessiug it they eould be driven out of uuy com-
munity they iofest,

Mr. Jawes G, Benoett, of the Herald, wen-
crously eotertained at his own expense ata
large restaurant down town many hundreds of
newsbuys, who would have had no Christas
dinner but for his kiodoess.  IF'we bhad wore
wen of his stawp, who say little but do much
good, our city would be fur betrer off,

There are to be a wuwber of tashionable
weddiogs io January, some of the brides faney
going to Kurope, others to Califurnia, and oth-
ers il to the suouy South. The happy
grooms io prospective, sre but too willing tu
say yes, even though the little teips should in-
terlere with busioess,

The bears, uoder the gallant leadership of
Jay Gould, ar¢ hawweriog stocks, makiug
lalse rumors to get honest wen to sell their
holdings, merely to buy themselves, and then
by tricks and lies, with vile deceit, to force up
prices as soon as they get the stocks they waut,

Next year will surely bring some good fruit,
May we live to enjoy it ORMOND,

Letter from Loudoun County.

[Correspondence of the Alexandrin Gazotte, |

LeessurG, Va., Dee. 27.—OQur Christmas
hus passed with rather an uousual quantity of
poise from torpedoes aod fre-crackers., There
has been very little disturbaoce in the middle
of the town, but some at West Eod. A cop-
siderable erowd of persons, mostly youog men,
were io from the country, and there did oot
seem to be wuch evidence of their having
druck much. [ thiok faney goods, as
well as substantinly, have sold pretty well,  Of
poultry there was an abundance, and it was ot
fine quality, Turkies sold at 16% cts., ducks,
geese, &, at 124¢ by retail, T'nhere was, for
the first time within my memory, aud that
now ruos back almost to that ol the oldest in-
habitaut, service in the M. . Chuarch South
at 11 o'clock, preceded by prayer meetiog at 6
w. m.  There were the u-uul services io the P.
E. Church, with very orvate decorations, cur
country triends haviog been very attestive aud
prowpt io furoishing the evergrecus, The
music is said to have been very fine, bur not
baviog a cultivated ear it did vot please me as
wuch as it wouid have dooe if' the congrega-
tioo could have unitzd in it with full voices.

Death has been busy duriog the holydays,
Miss Mary Elizabeth Hoffmao, daughter of (he
late Jacob Hoffman, of Alexaodria, died ou
Saturday npight, Thisis the third daughter
since Qctober, 1873, Mi. John Ryan, a well

that they have cootributed to the happioess of

koowno restaurant keeper, was stricken yester-
day moroiog about half past 8 o'clock and died
about 1 p. m. This® very trying weather up-
ou old ard delicate people.
Astoim last night about 11 o'clock blew
down a tree on Kiog street. It was very vio-
lent, but how lou it lasted this deponent saith
uot, as the pleasant sounds of the dashiog of
the raio and sighingof the wind soon soothed
him into forgetfulness.

Christmus over [ wish you a pleasant out-
look for the New Year, ALIQUIS,

——

A New CriMe—According to the report
of the proceedings before Justice Hagerty io
the Maddox cowhiding case, in Baltimore, that
learned Magistrate held Mr. Bergin to bail for
his appearance before the Criminal Court to
agswer thecharge of iosulting Mrs. Maddox.
We should like to know under what section of
the Code Mr. Bergin will be indicted. When
did the Maryluod Legislature uodertake to de-
finc und puoishan “iosult?”  We belicve there
are certain “insnlts” which invelve a shock o
the wodesty of women that are pusished as
assaults, although the principal off:nee coosists
18 the lavguage used; but, according to the
testiwooy wiven before Justice Hagerty, we
do mot thivk this ivsu't belougs to the class
which the law, in its tenderpess for the fe-
waule sex, construes ioto teehnical assuults,
The words spoken by Mr, Bergio were these:
*“You doo't waut to make any purchases here;
yuu are oue of those who louk around the
stores aud have the goods shown them with-
out any inteotion of buywg.” To this the
ady aoswered: “l want you to understund
that [ am a lady aod will ot tolerste such
languuage.”  Mr. Bergeo answered: Well, 1
don't koow whether you ure.””

Now, these words may have been very exas-
peratiog, and it was not uooatural that the
lady to whom they were sddressed apd her
busbavd should becowe iudicoant; but how
Mr. Bergin is to be indieted and puoished for
a criminal offeuee we eanoot comprehend,
"Squire Hagerty renders a goud wmany Judg
meats whicl are ineowprehensible 1o the noo-
professioval wiod, but ¢ us this latest one is
perlectly stageeriog, aud is well ealeulated 1o
terrify all the storekeepers and saleswen iv the
city. Ifevery clerk who speaks brusquely or
even rudely to a troublesome custower is
amendable to the law, it is sbout time that the
fact should be knows in mercantile circles,

Auother very singular circumstance is that
Mr. Heuisler, counsel for Mr. Burgin, made no
objoction to the holdiog of nis clicut to bail to
apswer the charge of “iosultiog™ Mis, Maddox.
As far as the record and the newspaper repores
inforw us we feel bound to assume that Mr.
Heuisler consented to this proceediog, aud
thereby puve bis professional sanetion to J as-
tice Hageriy’s view ol the law, In comiuon
with alt vur feliow-e.tizens who are abliged 1o
talk piaiuly on wavy oceasivos, we arc most
unxious to know whether the legal profession
conenrs with Jusuee Hugerty and Mr. Huisler
i the opivion that he words usel by Mr.
Barein coostitute an “insult’’ over which the
Uriminal Court has jurisdietion,— Deltimore
Ameriean,

Tuappeus Srevess’ Wit —Hon, S 8. Cox,
io his Lugishitive Humors, tells the followiog
apeedotes o' Thaddeus Stevens:  He was the
sting of the wasp or adder:; for, though he
had wueh geotleness in his nature, hie was not
carelul of consequences. “Who will take me

up in their strong arws when you two michty
wen are goue?" said he to the two «ficers
who carried bim in his chair across the capi-
tol grounds.  Tois was vectarive fun. “‘Ab,
Joha," suid he to bis friend Hickbam, as
he was dyiog, “it is oot my appearance,
but wy disappearasce, that troubles me.”
A mewber asks him, “Are there not sixty-
four half gills in a gullon? If I am oot
correct, the chairman of the ways and
means will correet me.” L need not tell
you. You have couoted them s hundred
times,”" This was in his happy mood, and
perbaps more characterietic.  And io the same
veln, wieo owce the question of tixing laeer
beer cume up, he bumorously defeoded lnger.
“Lis effeers are cecentric and awusiug,” he
said.  **Maoy a night | have looked our of wy
house aud seen the hosest men who drank it
stumbline against the fener. Quce they knock
ed it down. I shou'd, therefure, desiguate its
effiets not as intosicating but rather as exhila
ratiug,”  Ouee he rewarked io a speceh that
he was got well; and benee he was diffuse.
“A man always is diffuse when feeble, and
feeble wheo diffuse.”
L !

Aers tnar Have Beeosme Laws.—Gor,
Kemper has approved the first acts of  Assetn-
bLly passed this session, as follows:

34 ap e -

To umend aet preseribivg the time for hold-
ivg the ecourts in the First julicial eireuir.

To inzorporate the Kast Rockingham and
Page Farwers’ Howe Mutual Fire losuraver
Compangy.

_To amend aet authoriziog supervisors of
York county to borrew money to rebuild the
eourthouse, jail and elerk's office of saidl eounty.

To amend the act to establish a separate (ir-
cuit court fur I'redericksbure.

To aweud charter of Warm Sprines Com-
pany.

The act to amend the act to authorize the
supervisors of York conuty to borrow woney
limits the amount to 23,500, at interest not ex
ceading 10 per cent. per annew,  The aet o
awend the eharter of the W arm Sprivegs Com-
pany allows that compaoy to pay a greater in.
terest than 6 per cent. to borrow money.

[Iow ADVERTISING KFFECTS BUSINESS —
The wan who advertises his busioess, ift what
he offers for sale is honestly what he represents

it to be, or what it ought to be, is constantly
assisted in his business by those who have been
atrrzeted o biw and tested bim. A buyer has
read his advertisement, and gone to his store,
or workshop, or warchouse, whatever it may
be, and tried what was recommended, Tf it
has satisfied him he ispleased and recommends
it to his oeighbor, who is likely to go to the
same place and tell his neighborio turn, And
thus hutle rills started by his adverriscment
flow in upon him from all sides, and the car-
rent of his busioess grows stronger aod wider
and more rapid, and he prospers and grows
rich, all because to striet attention in
business he added judicious advertising, But
for this he wight have lingered on io the com-
muoity for years and his busine ss would scarce-
ly bave been heard of.

WapDELL's DANGER.—The excitement in
San Fraceisco over the presence and employ-
meot by the Pacific Mail Steamshio Company

of Captain Waddell, formerly of the Coofed-
erate privateer Shenandoah, was such that the
Alta priotad a double-leaded article deprecat-
ing any mob demoostration agaiost him. ‘The
Alta says:  “It has been reported along the
eity froot that a oumber of whalemen who suft
fered so terribly ten years ago, and who are
serviog ou board the whaliog flect vow reeruit-
ing at this port, have arranged to abduet Cap-
taio Waddell and give him a remarkably lively
eruise in the Aretie before the masts of one of
thSli self-same aod much abused blubber hua-
ters,”’

It took Sir Isaae Newton less than three
yeurs to thorcughly digest the principles of
gravitation, while ao [ndiaoa farmer has spent
eleven years tryiog to fiod out why a cow never
kicks until the pail is two-thirds full.—Detrot
Free Press.

A highway ;cﬁnbcr in Bréukl;n, and an ex-
coovict, wheo asked by the justicc what he
was arraigoed for, replied, “Workiog at my

trade,”’

A Woman's Question,

*Do you knaw you have usked for the costliest
thlﬂg

Kver made by the Hand aboy—

A woman's heart, and a woinun'~ ifa,

Aud a wowan's wounderful love ?

“Da you koow you have asked ior thi.
ous thiog,
As a child wight ask for a oy ?
Demanding what others have died to win,
With the reckless dash of a boy.

——

Prect

“You bave written my lesson of duty out,
Mauo, like you, have questioned 1 —

Now stand at the bar of my wowun's soul,
Uudil I shall question thee.

* You require your mutton shall always be hot,
Your socks and your shirts shall be whole :

1 require your heart to be true as God's stars,
And pure us heaven your soul,

** You require a cook for your mutton 1od beel’;
1 require a far better thiog ;
A seamstress you're wanting for stoekings and
shirts—
Tlook for 2 man and a king—

A king for a beautiful realw callod Lome,
Aud s man that the Maker, od,

Shall leok upon as hie did the first,
Aud say—"Itis very good.’

L am fair aud young, but the rose will fade
From wy solt young eheek one day—

Will you love me theu, mid the lalling leaves,
As you did 'mid the bloom of May ?

Ls your heart an ocean so stropg and deep,

[ may lavueh wy all on its tide ?

A loviog wowaa linds heaven or hell
. Al

Ouo the day she is wade a bride,

Nor long ago reports were spread regarding
a communistic Russian seet termed Nihilists,
Who gave great umbrage o the Russian gov-
croweot, and eaused o despotic banishwent by
the Czar of a large number to the baoks of the
Volga, A number manaced to escape over the
frontier, avd awone them ope Beresy Fee-
dorowitseh, with his wite, two warried sons
aud their wives, aod three daughters wicl thoeir
husbaads wod famniies. They cime to New
Yurk, and are liviog io a tevenrent house in
'l‘lm'-.l street, wll_ere they waoulacure eigrs.
Ihe meo dress in sheepskin coats and wear
heavy top-hoots, and the women wear the brass
taras tooqueotly seen upon the heads of
lemale Ru s1an peasantry.  They are learning
to spesk u lirtle Foglish, and suy that their scet
wishes ull fortunes perfeetly cqualized,inasmuch
as there is quire a sufficiency of riches in the
world to cuubie all to live in abuodaoce.
Plirones and class distiuetions, they say, must
be abolizhed, and ali shou!d be practically froe
and cyaal, socially as well as peliteally.”  All
persous, they consider, over the age of ten
should do « certain awount of daily work, and
the Szte should be ruled by representatives of
the commuoes.  The Ninilists believe in the
cowing of a Messiah, who is to bring about the
d‘uanabic state of things they look forward t.
l_husz pray to bim vyery evening trom five to
SIE o'cloek. A peculiarity of these people is
that they never buy tor woney. They pay for
whut they purchase with cigars.

SRR
A Washington Kelic.
T the editor of the Alewandria Gazette :

At the sale of Gen, Washivgtun's effets old
Mr. Asbford astended the sale,and among other
purchases he bougbt the haod bellows and
poker used by Washington in blowivg aod
chuokiog his fire.  Mr, Ashford infirmed me
that he had preseoted the bellows to the Pat.
eot Otfice, but the poker he had rettined.
I'his puker the old gentleman zave me for some
swall favors dooe him  if any of your readers
wish to examive the old relie by calliog on m
1 will show it with pleasure.

) ) i Danter. W, Lewis,

West End, Va., Dee, 28, 1875,

et

Mr, Lewis I) Creoshaw, o well-known mill
owuer and werehaot, died io Richwond jast
vight

COMMERCIALL

ALEXANDHIA Marxer, Dec'r. 28 —The re-
coipts of Wheat ure fight, and the market is
quiet and unchanged ; oflerings ot WG bushiels,
with sales of a fuir white fot at 133 and red s
35, 157, 14) and M2—lattor for vrimn: thore
were no choico samples on "Change Corn is
vory dull, the bulk of the offerings Leing damp
and untit for storage, snd prices wre olly sales o)
new mixed at 50 and 5% offorings of 000 bushels,
Ryeis quiet and unchanged ; otferings light,
with sales at 80,

PORT OF ALEXNANDRIA, DEC, 2.

LSS 1D 1 Moo seldig i OO0
FUN S0 cevvernnnennd 40, High water......... Lo
ARKIVETD

Stesmszhip John Gibson, New Yuork, to I' I3

HUN,‘.
SAILED.

Steamship New York, Philadelphin, by ' A

wind,

Stesmer John W Thompson, Currioman, by
A KHeed.

Sehr Morning Star, Norfolk, by Hampshire
and Bultimore Cosl Co,

Sehr Belle Halluday, Provilenes, by Amori-
enn Conl Cu,

sehr A K Vaugling from Georgetown,

LOST AN FOEvin,
THE LADY WHO TOOK THE UMBREL-
LA marked S, B. Fisher from Green's no-

tion store, Dec. 24, will please return the same
to FISHER & BRO., opposite the Macket
House, and receive her own in exchrngo.

dee 27—3t
E‘BE::‘H xOODs.

I am just opening quite an addition to my stock
in new wnd very pretty Prints, Alpacss and
Black French Cashmeres,

Hrown, Bleached und Lead Colored Canton
Flannels.

A fine line of Gents’ Pocket Handkerchiefs in
Linen Usmbric snd Silk.

Hemstitched do., for Iudies and gentlemen.

Gents' Kid Gloves, Corsets, extra size gentla-
men's Merino Vests, 42544 inches, Gunts’ Silk
Searfand Neck Ties, superior Bed Bisnkets,
Comforts, Bleuched nnd Brown Cottons, Xe.

dee 21 J. M, STEWART.

Owsn? G OUT SALE AT COST
FOR TWO WEEKS,

As wo are sbout Lo take stock und wish to
REDUCE IT

before doing so.
FERGUSON & BRO,,

_dee 27 96 King street.
JLOVES ITOSIERY HANDKERCHLIEFS
UNDERSHIRTS, &c.—Wholesale sand
Retail—Bultimore Prices to Country Merchunts
—Down Prices on all Styles of Goods—Monduy,
Dec. 27, 1875— We ure constantly receiving large
additiuns w our stock und every department is

compiete. All goods purchased low and will
be sold st popular prices.
D. F. BRASHEAR.
dec2r  H B HOOMES.
HAKER CORN at )
dec 1 _ RAMSAY'S.
CLUSING QUT.

From this date I will sell at REDUCED

PRICES sny articles in my stock of

CLOCKS, WATTCHES, JEWELRY, )

PLATKD WB&RE.R.‘%JPE%FJACLE::,

SPY GLASSES, COMBS, SHES, )

MATHEMATICAL INSTRUMENTS,

and various Othil!;' goods, for the purpose of
i tore buziness.

Slgsing g sive IE%ENJ. BARTON,

dec 10-2w 84 King street,




