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The political frieuds of Geo. Grant, that is
those to whose personal advantage iw.s that he
is President of the United States, are accus¬
tomed to claim tor him three qualities: reti¬
cence, perseverance, and the capacity to find
the right man tor the right place. The fir.-t
quality is valuable only because Gen. Graut
lias nothing to say useful or important to the
country. Perseverance, while excellent in
¦well doing, becomes anything but a desirable
quality when it forwards ill designs. And if
there is one qualification for the Presidency iu
which the iucumbent of the office has shown
himsell deficient it is iu the capacity to choose
proper executive officers. A single example
will serve to illustrate the appointments ol the
country In Washington the chief officers of
the local administration are directly uu-
der the eye of the Presideut. They arc in
constaut social intercourse with his intimate
associates and himself, aod it must be a very
limited power of discrimination ludecd, that
couid, in such circumstances, mistake the ca¬

pacities of public servants. The history of
Washington for the pa?t five years is known to
all. It had, when Grant come into power, a

government that had served the purposes of
the people. In the seven yeais he has been iu
power, it has had tw) governments composed
nearly exclusively uf his uwn appointees, and
the aspect of the ease to-day i=, that his three
new Governors are sueiug his former Govern¬
or aod Treasurer, to endeavor to recover from
tiiem public moneys that the Treasurer, who
liaa the Governor for surety, failed to account
for. He selected a District Attorney, who
gathered arouud him his subordinates directly
under the eye of the President. Scarcely a

year has elapsed sin^e the government em¬

ployed special couusel to pro=ecute the Assist¬
ant District Attorney for a conspiracy to rob
his own safe and then to send an innocenc po¬
litical opponent to the penitentiary on the
"trumped up' charge of being accessory to
the robbery. The shameless ignomioy of this
transaction is almost without a parallel in his-
ury. Yet-the President continued the Dis¬
trict Att »rney iu office until a second Assistant
District Attorney was found, by toe Graud
Juiy, to have abstracted from the Court re¬
cords indictments and offered them lor sale to
the parties indicted, aod to have conspircd to
allow the burglar of a dry goods store to escape,
on lalse bail, staring, it was popularly believ¬
ed, with him, the identical silks stolen from its
shelves. Geo. Grant's new District Attorney
is now engaged in prosecutiog the late Assist¬
ant Di-trict Attorney for these crimes, aod it
is set up for the defence that this man, who,
for a year, represented the government as the
protector of the lives and liberties of the eiti
zens of the District of Columbia, was insane.
These arc examples near at hand of Geo.
Grant's admirable wiadom io the selection of
public servants. The St. L tuis whiskey frauds
officials afford another illustration of bis re-

. maikablc sagacity iu this re.-p ct. The coun¬
try is full ol them.

Canada, in cyuimou with other countries, is
passing through a period of mercantile depres¬
sion ami general stringency. The streets of
her large towos arc lull of men seeking work
and wanes, but, lor the most part, socking in
vain. In the country uo brighter is the pros¬
pect, aod in the lumber trade, especially, bus¬
iness has for long been virtually at a standstill.
Such circumstances as these d mand the mor-t
rigid economy in the administration of public
money. When the (Jovernmeut is actually
finding it nceessary to employ laborers upon
works of supererogation simply to keep ttiem
from dying from starvation, surely trenchant
economy is an exigency of the situation. Now,
lor the, last live years, Canada, by agreemeut
with the British Goverumeut, has been paying
a million dollars per aonum tjwards support¬
ing the militia. The term duriug which the
agreement holds good expires with the proseut
year, and the Canadian authorities will have
an opportunity of reconsidering the arrange¬
ment. The probabilities arc that they will not
think well to reuew it upon the same terms.
Certainly the amoui.t iu question is only a
small item in a national revenue, but it is au
item. The militia may be a thing of beauty
and a joy forever, and very handy to have
about the country, but it is doubtful whether
the taxpayers, who supply the annual milliou,
get the worth of their money in practical utili¬
ty, aod these are not the times for luxuries, or¬
namental or otherwise.
A correspondent o! the N.w York Tribune,

writing from the Levant, says: "The Moham¬
medans have not, as a general thing, the
means of information as to current events
which are possessed by their Christian neigh-
bors. The ccnsor of the pre?s has a sliding
scale, by which he graduates the allowance of
news made to each part of the population.
Certain items arc fit only for the Levant Her¬
ald, other items suitable lor that paper are not
fit for French papers having a different class
of readers. The Greek aud Armeuian papers
have to content themselves with a very limited
rauge among the matters permitted to both
Euglish aod French papers, while the Turkish
papers, intended only for Mjhammedans, con¬
tain but a small selection ot the news of the
day, and that garbled to suit the necessity of
the Mussulman editor, who must make it
piain to ali his readers that theUuoman power
is in its highest priory to day."
The Children's Am Society of New York is

a practical charity. It undertakes to give home¬
less children a good dinner every day at a cost
of three cents per head.

Tho Petersburg Judex Richmond letter says:
Three or four trades unions have within the
past year gone into bankruptcy, dissolved and
let loose their members to work anywhere at

any price. It is evident that the Typographi¬
cal union, the keystone of the arch of organiz¬
ed mechanical labor, will have to succumb to
the pressure of hard times and either reduce
their price 15 or 21) per cent, or consent to see
the places of their members filled by non-un-

ion men. And now come the poor patients
and protest against the Doctors' combination
by which pretty tall charges are fasteued upon
those who are compelled to have their services.
Whether the patients will resolve to do or die
without doctors or will import doctors who will
work cheaper than those already here has not

yet been determined upon.

We rely upon the Baltimore Sun for the ac¬

curacy of the figures contained in the very sig¬
nificant statement that in the sixteen Stales
that have held elections this year there has
been a Democratic gain of 129,694 votes since
]873. The aggregate Democratic vote in the
sixteen States that hold elections in 1875 is
1,923,111, and the aggregate Republican vote

1,'JU7,2'J3, giving a Democratic majority ot
15,818. As the strongest Republican States
have voted this year these figures clearly show
that instead of the chances or present proba¬
bilities beins; in favor of Republican success
next year they arc manifestly in lavor of Demo¬
cratic success.

The Natchez (Miss.) Democrat says: We
have heard ot an instance of industry on the
part of a young lady of this county well worthy
of b"iuK noticed. This lady'* ancestors before
the war numbered their broal acres by thous¬
ands and their slaves by hundreds, but the re¬
sult of the war left them, like others, compara¬
tively poor. During the present year, this
lady with her own hands, aud the assistance of
such labor as she hired by work done fur the
laborers, has cultivated aud housed three bales
of cotton. Besides this, she has cultivated
uearly an acre in sweet potatoes, from the sale
of which she has paid nearly the whole of her
personal expenses.

The Railway Mail Division of the l'ostoffice
Department will hereafter require all railroad
po.-toffice clerks aod route agents to stamp the
word "misscm" on every letter or newspaper
that comes into their hands erroneously, it
having been found that this practice in some
of the large postoffices has proved beneficial in
stimulating the inquiries and complaints on the
part of the public, which are considered desir-
ablo in regard to all shortcomings in the ser¬
vice. Two thousand hand stamps have beeu
procured at a small expense for this purpose,
aod will shortly be distributed.
An ingenious Chicagoao has invented a rail¬

way notion which will be highly appreciated
by travellers. It is simply a pocket lamp,
which can bo lit in a moment, fasteued to a
window blind iu a railway ear, or adjusted on
the side of the car for any convenient height,
go as to throw a perfectly clear and steady
light on the traveller's book or newspaper.
The light is furnished by a candle mounted on
a spiral spring, and the whole arrangement is
so compact aod complete as to be a great con¬
venience. When foided up it can be put iuto
the pocket like a cigar case.

The Revenue Bureau has abandoned the
use of Federal troops in the South in making
raids on whiskey stills, thus drawing I'rom the
Administration the last excuse for keeping
troops in that section. Federal soldiers could
uot be detailed except in uniform, which iu-
variably, it is said, gave warning to the guilty
parties. Now the revenue agents use private
citizens, and the success of their efforts has
more than compensated the government for
the outlay necessary. In Vireinin, North aod
South Carolina the seizures of illicit «iilis now

average twenty five a month.

Froiu Liberia the latest advices from that
ebony republic bring the news of an intestine
strife of the most complicated nature. Politi¬
cal parties are contending lor supremacy in the
Government on a color basis, the ins, headed
by President Roberts, representing the adulte
rated African citizenry; the outs, under the
leadership ol a WV.st Indian uegro, being pure
blooded Ethiopian stock without a mitigating
shade. The latter constitute (he real aristoc-

raey of the laud, and hold the "pale niggers"
in contempt. The struggle is bitter, aod the
end uo man can foretell.

The Culpeper lviuk elosed with only £ 143.13
on hand. Lis liabilities are $71,702.01 ; its as¬

sets, omnticg the indebtedness of ex President
Johnson as principal endorser, $22,577.80.
Auother instance of the almost criminal ueg-
lect ol' persons holding monetary trusts, aod
whose names «ivc the only credit the institu¬
tions to which they are attached possess, fail¬
ing to give their personal attention to such
tru.-ts and leaving everything to pe^ons of
whom they know little or norhiug.
The New Oilcan.-* Bulletin asserts that there

is a colored "Immigration Society" in that
State, the object of which is to trausfer the
negroes from States io which they are in a

hopeless minority to Louisiana, Florida aod
Alabama. The society has been hard at. work,
but so far the results have not been satisfac¬
tory to its founders.

The Grand Jury of tbe Louisville City Court
have returned ten indictments against various
persons for betting on tbe late electiou. In the
number are two members of the City Council.
According to tbe Stite laws all money woo on
an election bet shall be confiscated by the au
thorities for the benefit of the school fund, aud
the betters fined in addition.

A Cincinnati jury has found that Egner,who
knocked de>wn another mau, beat him until he
was senseless, and then threw him into a fur¬
nace, was only guilty of murder in the second
degree. It would now be interesting to ko-jw
whether anybody can tell how in Ohio murder
in the first degree could be committed.

How appropriate the vignette is which or¬
naments the special liceosc tax issued to whole¬
sale aod retail liquor dealers. Mercury is en¬
throned on a whiskey still with a worm and
mash-tub for surroundings.
Ex-Queen Isabella of Spaiu is reported to

be ill with measles.

NKWS OF THE DAY.

47b show the very age and body of the Times."

Augustus Mayhew, a well-known contribu¬
tor to tbc London Punch, is dead.
Mr. Emanuel Hester has a number of tea-

plants grov.imr iu the open air iu Madison,
Ua.

lhe Da bolls, of Croton, Conn., have manu¬
factured almanacs I'm* over u century. It runs in
the family. No. 104 is just issurd.
A delegation from the Indian Territory is in

Washington endeavoring to have the Fede¬
ral Court establi>lnd in the Territory, iu ac¬
cordance with the provisions of the treaty of
1866.
Japan has sent Envoys to China and Corca

to inquire into the relaiious assumed by the
former toward the latter. A great storm has
swept over Manila, causiog a great loss of life
aud destruciion ol property.
The Commissioners of Charities and Correc¬

tions of New York have resolved that hereaf¬
ter the outdoor poor applying for relief shall be
given the necessaries of lite, instead of money
and orders for groceries, as heretofore.
The 001 ton crop this year is said to be the

largest ever pruduccd, aud it is estimated thai
it will bring a return over three hundred mil¬
lion of dollars to the Cotton States. A portion
ol this wealth should bo used iu building uiore
c itton factories at the South.
The report of the Commission appointed to

investigate the Sugg Fort and Witowski oases
made their report to the Secretary of the Trea¬
sury yesterday, but nothiug if known as to
their conclusions.
The Maik Lane Express says that large im¬

ports of grain have kept the English market
down, business being dull and prices barely
maintained. The Loutiuootal markets are
lrotn one shilling tn one shilling and six pence
iuwer.

An international regatta has beeu arranged
to lake place iu New York harbor ou or about
the 22d of June mxt, and the Centeuuial
Commissioners will award medals and diplomas
to the wiuuiug yachts iu addition to the prizes
offered by the yachting organizations.
The extensive sugar refinery of Kattcnhorn,

llopke, Offeiman & Doschcr, situated at Mas-
tings-on the fludsou, was totally destroyed by
tire Suntlay afternoon. The luss is e.-tiuiated
at $>500,000, wiiile the insurance is less than
$300,000.

In the 1'rcnch Assembly yesterday an amend¬
ment was offered to the Press bill, providing
penalties lor attacks ou the Republic, which is
aimed at lhe Bouapartist faction, aod was
finally passed alter a violent debate between
M. Jules Favre aud the Booapartists. The
statue of Napoleon was replaced on the Ven-
dome Column iu presence of a large crowd, but
there was no demonstration.
The Examining Commiitee of Plymouth

Church last evening reported in favor ol grant¬
ing Mrs. Moulton's request fer a Mutual
Council to try the questions at is ue between
her aud chc church, and it wili be called at as
ear.y a day as possible, probably about ibe
second week in January. The Advisjry Ooun
cil wiil not be called until after the adjourn¬
ment ol the Mutual Council.
lhe Uoitcd States treasurer h^s commcnccd

the issue of the new ten-dollar legal-tender
notes. The design is oot materially different
from those of the last series. There iias been
added, on the righi hand end of the not.?, an
elaborate scroll work surrounding the word
"Ten," in each ktt-ir of which uus beeu in¬
troduced delicate engraviugs of Canterbury
girls.
Advices from Liberia state that a fresh out¬

break had occurred among the natives, but
they have beeu defeated by the settlers. The
Republic is at present divided ou the Color
question, a party having arisen against Presi-
ucut Roberts on account of his not boiug of
pure African blood. I: is I'jared that disorder
may arise out of the quest: ju, and the mure
conservative of the Lcieriaus would be glad to
be rid of it.
ibe PaciGc Mills, at Lawrence, Mass., whioh

employs 5,200 operatives, hasgiven uotice that
it will on the 1st of January reduce the rate of
wages from un to fifteen per cent. The an-
t.u;il statistical report ol thcLjwell Mills shows
thai there are SuiJ IHi.) spiudas and 7,750 looms
in that city, mviiig empioyiuent to 10,500
lemale aud 7,000 ma c operatives. There are
produced per week 3,loo.000 yards of goods,
60,000 yards of woollens, 10,(11*11) yards of car'
petiuu, 2,500 shavis and lio.OOO dezoms of
hosiery.
Mayhem..lu the Criminal Court of Wash¬

ington, yesterday, Owen Taylor, colored, was

charged with mayhem in having on the lir.-t
day of November. with a knife, mutilated the
lett hand of Hugh W. (luuncll, of Fairfax
county, Va. The cvi<kuco was to the effect
that liiuint ll was at the Ccuior market witli a
wagon, and on returning, alter having been
absent for a few minutes, he found a man iu
the wagon, anil on taking hold of him lie was
cut across the back of his leit hand. (Junncll
was not certain that Taylor was the man. The
defence wus an alibi, and one of the witnesses,Thomas Ucptas, testified that Taylor was at
his house on the night iu questiou, and also on
the first of December, and John liibertsou tes¬
tified that Taylor was at Ceptas' house on Fri¬
day, November 1 >t. The govcrutueot put iu
evidence the jail docket, showing that Taylor
was iu jail on IX-ceoiber 1st, and also a calen¬
dar showing that the first day of November
was Monday and not Friday, as testified. The
counsel for defence (Mr. A. B. Williams)asked that the court instruct the jury as to the
law involved, and Judne MucArtbur instructed
the jury that they must be certain that this is
the guilty party; that the injury is permanent,and that there was ao inteut to maim aod dis¬
figure bclorc they convict. The jury fouud a
verdict of guilty.
A dispatch from Harrisonburg, Va., says:

The repott of a uegro haviug violated a young
lady living near McGaheysville, Va., on the
21 -t instant, was exaggerated. He attempted
to commit the outrage there, but his courage
seemed to fail him at the last momeut, and lie
re eased the young lady and ran. He was
caught on the morning of the 22d by some hot
blooded young men, who immediately proceed¬ed to hang the rascal. Some more judiciousgentlemen, however, cut him down before he
was seriously injured and took him before a
magistrate who gave the negro the choice of
standing a trial iu the county court or thirty-nine lashes, well laid on. The negro chose tbe
latter, and received severe castigatioD, some
half dozen gentlemen handling the cowhide.
He W3S let loose, and told to leave the country,
and warnod if he was caught after teu days,he would be mobbed.

Louise Home, Dec. 27th, 1S75.
To the editor of tiie Alexandria Gazette :

Picase, through t ie (jr.iZt.tLe, present my
thanks to the numerous dear old and young
friends ot Alexandria for their thoughtful and
well-timed Christmas remcmbrauces of their
now xiled Vend. It is so grateful to be thus
thought of by the friends of long years of affec¬
tion when compelled from necessity to live
among strangers, east upon the bounty of one
who ever endeavors to make his charity a com¬
fort, yet cannot make us forget the home once
ours among loved oues. L.

LETTEIt FltOJI RICIINONU.

Christians at Richmond.The Earth¬
quake.foetry on the Subject.The
Legislature.Work for Them.Death
of a Prominent Man, »Vc.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]
RICHMOND, Doc. 27, 1875.

Nothing of note bus occurred in Richmond
since I last wrote. A large number of the
members of the Legislature speut their Christ-
mas here, aud wore as jolly as aDy of the boys.
There will Dot, I think, be a quorum to-mor-
row, and indeed it iu;iy be doubtful whether
they not together by Now Year's Day. 1 am

strongly of the opinion that they will bo out in
full force, calling on that day. There is ohc
consolation at any rate, uow that tbey arc
through with the Senatorial election and
Christmas, they will have uo excuse for not
buckling down to the many difficult tasks bo-
fore them. Certainly they have responsible
aud highly important problems to solve. The
question of the revision of the tobacco inspec¬
tion laws, the State debt, the coutested elec
tiou case of Johnsou aud Knight and many
others, iu which large numbers of people are
interested are before them, and must be de¬
cided before they leave for their homes.
The first matter that will be up will be the

electiou ease oi Knight vs. JohusoD. How
this will be decided L eaunot say. The com¬
mittee has had the subject under careful oou-
sideration, and will probably report in a day or
two after the Legislature re-assembles, if that
committee reports iu favor of scatiug General
Johnson there will bo a hard light againsttheir report, auu iu favor of seating Knight or
sending the- matter back to the people. It they
report in favor of sendiug it back L think the
Senate will acquiesce in their report.
As to the tobacco and debt questions it is al¬

most too soon to say what wili be done iu re¬
gard to these importiut matters.
Ah hough the liuitimore papers are making

spiteful comments about our earthquake, and
laughing at the idea of there being a "concus-
siou in the air," we have the consciousness of
knowing that what we say is true, andlurther-
more, in addition to concussions there are those
who affirm that the earth not only shook but
opened in some places. Gregory, ol the
Petersburg Index, lias bieu quoting copiously
poetry on the subject, but tlure is one piecewhich he overlooked in his researches from
some old revolutionary cuss, which strikes me
as being highly appropriate and suited to the oc¬
casion :
Some lire cried, which was denied,Sotnosaid the earth nad quaked,
And girls and boys, with hideous noise,Kan through tbo towu half naked.
Mr. Lewis D. Crenshaw, the well-known

member of the firm of lluxall,Crenshaw &. Co.,
proprietors of the celebrated Columbian flour
juills, died at his residence in this city this af¬
ternoon, after a short illness, lie has louu oc¬
cupied a prominent position in business circles
here, aud was loved by all his employee?, aud
respected by the citizens of Richmond generally.

Strongrow.
Letter from Slew York.

[Correspondency of tne Alexandria Guzatte. ]
Js knv York., Doc, 27,1 bT5..Christmas has

come nod gone ; of all the days in the year,
none has the same welcome, siuce on this day
all are made more or less happy, (roiu the resi¬
dent of Fifth Avenue to the poor doomed con¬

vict, confined in his cell. How many little eyes
sparkle us the dawo comes; how many little
feet arc pattcriug over the floors to rifle the full
stockings that await them; how maoy older
hearts are tull ot'gladness, with the thought
that they have contributed to the happiness ol
the tender ones. No day in all the calendar
seems halt so bright ; the happy hope and
promise ol'an April morning, tlic sunshine and
birds and blossoms of a day iu Juue, the mel¬
low glories ol'an Indian summer afteruoon, arc
as nothing, beside the brilliancy and joyousness
of Christmas. Clouds eauuut dull it, storms
caunot obscure it ; its traditions wrap the
earth with a mantle of irood cheer; its actual
presence at length, in like a benediction.
The pa.-t week has been misty damp and

disagreeable, greatly retardimr the ladies in
making purchases, even Old Probabilities has
beeu wrong, lor two days he predicted raiu.
and nouc came, and wheu ho said ch'ar weatn-
er it rained, but he is generally correct, and
l'or being out of the way once or more, we
pardou him.
The shopmen say there has been a ereat deal

of looking around, but few making purchases,
except very inexpensive articles. We think
on the whole, there has been plenty boughtand sold, and are glad to see worthy men sell
their wares, but there are a class ot vultures,
who expect to live by extortion during the
holidays, and if this class has not done well,'tis simply a good thing; yea it would be a
blessing if iliey could be driven out of auy com¬
munity they infest.

Mr. James G. Bennett, ol' the Herald, gen¬
erously eutertaiued at his own expense at a
larue restaurant down towu many hundreds of
newsboys, who would have had no Christmas
dinner but for his kindness. If we had uito
men of his stamp, who sav little but do much
good, our city would be far better off.
There are to bo a uumbcr of fashionable

weddings in January, some of the brides fancygoing to Europe, others toCaliluruia, ami oth¬
ers ;;till to the sunny South. The happy
grooms in prospective, arc but too willing to
say yes, even though the little trips should in¬
terfere with business.
The bears, under the gallant leadership of

Jay Gould, are hammering stocks, makiugfalse rumors to get honest men to sell their
holdings, merely to buy themselves, and thou
by tricks aud lies, with vile deceit, to force up
prices as sonn as they get the st)cks they want.
Next year will surely bring some tiood Iruit.

May we live to enjoy it. Ormond.
Letter from Loudoun County.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.J
LeesburG, Va., Dec. 27..Our Christmas

has passed with rather an unusual quantity of
noise from torpedoes and fire-crackers. There
has been very little disturbance in the middle
of the town, but some at West End. A con¬
siderable crowd of persons, mostly young men,
were in from the country, and i here did not
seem to be much evidence of their having
drunk much. I think fancy goods, as
well as substantial*, have sold pretty well. Of
poultry there was an abundance, and it was ot
fine quality. Turkics sold at 1 OH cts., ducks,
geese, &c., at 12ic by retail. There was, for
the first time wiibio my memory, aud that
oow runs back almost to that ot the oldest in-
habitaut, service in the M. E. Church South
at 11 o'clock, preceded by prayer meeting at 6
a. m. There were the u.-ual services in the P.
E. Church, with very oruate decorations, our
country friends haviug been very attentive and
prompt in furnishing the evergreens, ihe
music is said to have been very fine, but not
having a cultivated ear it did not please mo as
much as it would have done if the congrega¬
tion could have united in it with full voices.
D-ath has been busy duriug the holydays.

Miss Mary Elizabeth Hoffman, daughter of the
late Jacob Hoffman, of xUexandria, died on
Saturday night. This is the third daughter
since October, 1873. Mr. John Ryan, a well

known restaurant keeper, was stricken yester¬day moroiuj: about halfpast 8 o'clock and diedabout I p. m. ThiSjJS very trying weather up¬on old a' d delicate people.Astoiin last night about 11 o'clock blewdown a tree on King street. It was very vio¬lent, but how long it lasted this deponent saith
uot, as the pleasant sounds of the dashioR ofthe rain and sighing of the wind soon soothedhim iuto forgetfuluess.

Christm.i9 over I wish you a pleasant out-

A New Crime..According to the reportof the proceedings before Justice llagerty in
the Maddox cowhiding oase.io Baltimore, that
learned Magistrate held Mr. Bergin to bail for
his appearance before the Criminal Court to
answer the charge of insulting Mrs. Maddox.
Wc should like to know under what section of
the Code Mr. Bergin will be indicted. Whendid the Maryland Legislature undertake to de¬fine aud puuish an "insult?" We believe there
are certaiu "iusults" which involve a shock tothe modesty of women that are puuished asassault#, although the principal offence consists
itt the language used; but. according to thetestimony given belore Justice Hagerty, wedo not thiuk this iusuit beiougs to the classwhich the law, in its tenderness for the fe¬male sex, construes into technical assaults.The words spoken by Mr. Bergin were these:"Yuu don't wautto make any purchases here;
yuu are oue of those who look around the
stores aud have the yoods showu them with¬
out any intention of buying." To this thelady answered: "L waut yuu to understoodthat L am a lady aud will not tolerate such
language." Mr. Bergeu answered: Well, 1dou'tknow whether you arc."
Now, these words may have been very exas¬

perating, aod it was uot unnatural that thelady to whom they were addressed aod herhusbatid should become itidii:uant; but howMr. Bergin is to be indicted aud punished for
a criminal offeuce we cannot comprehend.'Squire llagerty renders a «oud many judg
meots which arc incomprehensible to the uon-
professioual miod, but ti us this latest one is
perfectly staggering, and is well calculated toterrify all the storekeepers aud salesmen iu thecity. Lf every clerk who speaks bru.-quely or
even rudely to a troublesome customer is
amendable to the law, it is about time that thefact should be kuowu in mercantile circles.

Auothcr very sii.^ular circumstance is thatMr. llouisier, counsel for Mr. Bjrgin, made no
ut'j 'ctiou to the holding of nis client to bail to
aoswer thechargeof "iusulting" Mis. Maddox.
A* far a.- the record and the newspaper reportsinform us we feel bound to assume that Mr.lleuisler consented to this proceeding, aud
thereby gave his professional sanction to Jus¬tice IIagony's view ot the law, Ln commonwith ail uur Jeliow-etizon- who ar-- obliged to
talk plainly on uuauy occasions, we arc mostanxious to know whether the local profession
concurs with Justice llagerty aud Mr. IIuisleriu the opiuiun that the words use 1 by Mr.Berlin constitute an "insult" over which theCriminal Court has jurisdiction..JJaltimoraAmerican.

look for the New Year.

Thaddeus Stevens' Wit..Hon, S: S. Cox,
id Ins Legislative Humors, tells the following
anecdotes ol" Thaddeus Stevens : He was the
sting of the wasp or adder; for, though he
had tuuch gentleness in his nature, he was not
careful of consequence?. "Who will take me
up in their strong arms when you two mighty
men are gone?

>
said lie to the two fficers

who carried him ,D his chair across the eupito! grounds. J ms was uectarine fun. "Ah
John, said he to his friend Hiekbam, as
ic was dy;ne, 'it is not my appearance,
but my disappearance, that trouble? me

"

A member asks him, "Are there uot sixty-four half gills in a gallon? If I am not
coriect, the chairman of the ways and
means will correct me." "1 need not tell
y°U*.,, H,,havc counted them a hundred
nm s. "is was iu his liappy mood, and
perhaps more characteristic. And in the same
vein, wi en ouce the question oi tixing !a«erbeer cauie up, he humorously defended laser
Us effects are eccentric and amusing," he

said. Many a night I have looked out ofrny
a-iUic a-jd seen the honest mon who drauk it
stuinblinir against tho fence. Once thev knock
hi it down. I should, therefore, designate its
eiT' Cta n«»t as intoxicating but rather as exhila
rutiug. Once he remarked in a speech that
he was not well; and heuee he was diffuse.
A man always is diffuse wheu feeble, aud

feeble wheu diffuse.
Acts that Havk Become Laws..Gov.

K. uiper has approved the first acts of Assem¬
bly passrd this session, as follows:
<
To amend act prescribing the time for hold¬

ing he courts in the First judicial circuit.
I o corporate the East liockinirham and

1 ace 1'arniers Home Mutual Fire In,uranc.'
Lompany.

Io amend act authorizing supervisors of
l ork couniy to borrow money to rebuild the
courthouse, jail and clerk's office of said county..1 o amend the act to establish a separate Cir-
cun court fur rrcdoricksbur^.
To amend charter of Warm Springs Com¬

pany.
The act to amend the act to authorize the

supervisors of \.,rk county to borrow uioueylimits the amount to $3,500, at iuteresi not ex
eoediug 10 per cent, per annum. The act to
amend the charter of the U arm Springs Com¬
pany allows that company to pay a greater in
tcre>t thau 6 per cent, to borrow money.

How Advertising Effects Business .
1 he man who advertises his business if what
he offers for sale is honestly what he represents
it to be or what it ought to be, is con.-tantly
a.-sisted in his business by those who have been
attracted to him and tested him. A buyer has
read his advertisement, and gone to his store,
or workshop or warehouse, whatever it may
>e, and tried what was recommended. If it
has satisfied him he is pleased and recommends
it to his neighbor, who is likely to ko to the
s-jme place and tell his neighbor in turn. And
tlius little rills started by his advorriscment
flow in upon him from all sides, and the cur¬
rent of his business grows stronger and wider
and mor<> rapid, and he prospers and growsrich, all because to strict attention in
business he added judicious advertising. But
for this he might have liugered on io the com¬
munity for years and his business would scarce¬
ly have becu beard of.

V\ addell s Danger..The excitement in
San 1<iaccisco over the presence and employ¬
ment by the Pacific Mail SteamshiD Company
of Captain Waddell, formerly of the Confed¬
erate privateer Shenandoah, was such that the
Alta printed a double-leaded article deprecat¬
ing any mob demonstration against him. The
Alta says : "It has been reported along the
city front that a oumber of whalemen who suf¬
fered so terribly ten years ago, and who are
serving on board the whaling fleet uow recruit¬
ing at this port, have arranged to abduct Cap¬
tain Waddell and give him a remarkably lively
cruise in tiie Arctic before the masts of one of
these self-same and much abused blubber hun¬
ters.

It took Sir Isaac Newton less than three
years to thoroughly digest the principles of
gravitation, while an Indiana farmer has spent
eleven years trying to fiod out why a cow never
kicks until the pail is two-thirds full..Detroit
r tee 1tess.
A highway robber io Brooklyn, and an ex-

convict, when asked by the justice what he
Sea,r,rai*Ded ^r, replied, "Working at my

A Woman's Qiiestl<tn.
"Ho you know you have asked tor the costliestthing
Ever made by the Hand abovi.

A woman's heart, and a womao's life,Aud a woman's wonderful love ?
"Do you know you l:ave a>k.d ilr thi- pseei-

ous thing,
As a child wight ask lor a toy ?Demanding what others have died to win,With the rcekless dash of a boy.

"You have wntteu my lessou of duty out,Man, like you, have questioned nu.Now stand at the bar of my wouuu's soul,Until I shall question thee.
" Von require your mutton shall always be hot,1'our >ooks aud your shirts shall be whole ;1 require your heart to be true as God's stars,And pure as heaven your soul.
" You require aeook for your muttou and heel ;1 require a far better tiling ;A seamstress you're wanting for stockings andshirts.

I look lor a man and a king.
"A kinc for a beautiful realm called home,And a man that the Maker, <Jod,Shall look upnu as lie did the first,Aud say.it is very good.'
I am fair and youne, but the rose will fadeFrom my soft youon cheek oueday.\Yill you love tuc then, mid the lalling leaves.As you did 'mid the bloom of May ?
Is your heart an ocean so strong and deep,1 may launch my all on its tide ?A loving woman limb heaven or hell,Ou the day she is made a bride.
Not loug ago reports were spread regarding

a communistic Russian sect termed Nihilism,
who give great umbrage to the Russian gov¬
ernment, and caused a despotic banishment by
the Czar of a large number to the bauks of the
Volga. A number managed to escape over the
frontier, aud amonn them one Berosy Feo-
dorowiisch, with his wife, two married sonsaud their wives, and three daughters with theirhusbands and families. Tlu-y cuue to NewYork, and are liviug in a teueineut house in
Third street, where they manufacture cigirs.The men dress its sheepskin coats and wear
heavy top boots, and the womeu wv'ar the brass
tiaras Inqu.-utly seen upon the heads ofiemale Ku sian peasantry. They are learning
to speak a little Euglish, aud say that their sect
wishes ail loriuu js perfectly equalized,inasmuch
as there is quiie a sufficiency ot riches in theworld to enable all to live in abundance.Thrones and class distinctions, they say, must
be abolished, and all should be practically freeand equal, socially as well as politically. All
persons, they consider, over the age of ten
should do a certain amouut ol daily work, andthe State should be ruled by representatives ofthe communes. The Nihilists believe in the
coming of a Messiah, who is to bring about thedesiiabie state of things they look forward to.They pray to him every eveuinu from live tosis o'clock. A peculiarity of these people isthat they never buy for money. They pay forwhat they purchase with cigars.

A Washington Itelic-
To the editor of the Alexandria Gazette:
At the sale ot Gen. Washington's olF-cts old

Mr.Asbford atteuded the sale,and among other
purchases be bought the baod bellows and
poker used by Washington in blowiug aud
chunking his fire. Mr. Ashford informed methat he had presented the bellows to the Pat
eut Office, but the poker ho had retained.This poker the old gentleman cave me for some
small favors done htm If any of your readers
wish tj examine the old relic by calling on nil1 will show it with pleasure.

Daniel W. Lewis,West End, Va., Dec. 28, 1ST5.

Mr. Lewis I). Crenshaw, a well-known mill
owui-r and merchant, died iu Richmond iast
eight.

COMMERCIAL.
Alkxandkia Market, Doer. *8.The re¬

ceipts of Wheat are light, aud thy market is
quiet and unchanged ; offerings o: (J% bushels,
with sales ol a fair while lot at loJ and rod at
1&3, ].>", 140 and 142.lattor for prime; there
were no choice samples on 'Change C'-rn is
very dull, the bulk of tho ottering! be'.ng damp
and unlit for storage, and prices are nil*; mih-s ol'
now mixed at ;">0 and 5J; offerings of'.RJ ¦ biiahoU.
Kye is quiet and unchanged ; offerings li^ht,
with s ih'S at 80.

PORT OF ALEXAMJlilA. DEC. 2S.
ruii ;t so 7 10 i .Uoo:s cits..- 0 2o
Sun sots '1 -J'.* , High water > n

aKKIVKI>

Steamship .lohn Gibson, New York, to 1' l»
Id ooe.

SAILKU.
Steamship Now York, Philadelphia, by F ARood.
Steamer John "W Thompson, Currioman, byF A Reed.
Sohr Morning Star, Norfolk, by Hampshireand Haltimoro Coal Co.
Sehr Belle llalbtday, Provi lence, l>y Atnori-

can Coal Co.
Sclir A K Vaughn, from Georgetown.

LOST JiJVJt FOVJS'U.
rptlE LADY WHO TOOK THE UMBREL-JL LA marked S. B Fisher from Green's no¬
tion store, Dec. 24, will please return the sarno
to FISHER & BKO., opposite the MarketHouse, and receive hor own in exchange,dec 27.3t

jpKESH GOODS.

I am just opening quite an addition to my stock-
in new and very pretty Prints, Alpacas and
Black French Cashmeres.
Brown, Bleached and Lead Colored Canton

Flannels.
A fine line of Gents' Pocket Handkerchiefs in

Linen Cambric and Silk.
Homstitched do., for ladies and gentlemen.Gent*' Kid Gloves, Corsets, extra size gentle¬men's Merino Vests, 42x44 inches, Gonts' Silk

Scarf and Neck Ties, superior Bod Biankets,Comforts, Bleached and Brown Cottons, «&c._dec21 _J. M. STEWAKT.
LOSING OUT SALE AT COST

FOK TWO WEEKS,
As wo are about to take stock and wish to

REDUCE IT
before doing so.

FERGUSON & BKO.,
dec 27 96 Kjng street.

Gl LOVES,HOSIERY, HAN DKEKCH1EFSr UNDERSHIRTS, &c..Wholesale and
Ketail.Baltimore Prices to Country Merchants
.Down Prices on all Styles of Goods.Monday,Dc-c. 27, 1875.We are constantly receiving largoadditions to our stock and every department is
complete. Ail goods purchased low and will
be sold at pouular prices.

D. F. BRASHEAR.
dec 27 H B. HOOMES.

SHAKER CORN at
dec 1 RAMSAY'S.

QLOSING OUT.

From this date I will sell at REDUCED
PRICES any articles in my stock of
CLOCKS, WATCHES, JEWELRY,

PLATED WARE. SPECTACLES,
SPY GLASSES, COMBS, BRUSHES.

MATHEMATICA.L INSTKUMKNTS,
and various other good9, for tho purpose ot
closing my store business.

mBENJ. BARTON,
dec10-2w 84 King street.


