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ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA.

MONDAY, MAY 1, 1876.

Now that the proposed awmcodwent to tic
city charter, so aptiy desigosted by Capiain
Smoot as a “monstrosity,” has been exhibited
in its true light, and its awbiguity, absurdity
apnd 10copsistency exposed ; and sioece it has
been determined that sbould it be ratifici
every officer and clerk in the employment vl
the city, except the members of the City Coun-
cil, whose election it has abolished, will bave
to be elected by the people, necessitativg bal-
lots ot interminable length and an untold num-
ber of candidates, it is to be hoped that pot
ooly the property owners, who are opposed to
it almost to a mao, but all who bave any regard
for the peace and prosperity of city will take
the trouble, however disagreeable it may be,
to go to the polls oo Thursday and vote agaiost
the ratitication of the objectionable measure,
If it be desirable tbat the officers who were
cleetive by the people prior to the adoption ol
the cxi-ting charter should be selected as for-
métly.the charter san be so amended, properly,
next wioter, bat until that be done those who
have the slightest interest io the welfare of the
city should do all in their power to preveot the
gity {rom shariog the odium that attaches
to the Legislature for passing such a foolist
bill, and tosave themselves from the annoyavee
that would eosue opon its adoption.

Senator Morton’s friends, like those of Mr.
Bluive, say they are confident that wheo that
Sepator Tises to (xplain, the cbarge that he
retaived $250,000 of the $2,000,000 appropria-
tioo for arwing the truly ioyal of the seceded
States will vaoish ioto thin air. It would
have been better tor Mr. Biaine had he called
for a commitice of investigation, and Mr. Mor-
to will do well oot to follow his exuwple, es-
pecislly as it appears .hat a few days ago Rep:
resevtative Sprioger, of lllioois, called at the
Tressury Departmest and wished to «Xamive
the war sceounts of Sepator Mortov while be
wus Govervor of Iudiava, The Secretary de-
elined to perwit >uch examination uniess Sco-
ator Mortoo, or sowe fricod for him, sheuia
be present, aud iuvforwed Scuator Morton vl
what had occurred.

I is now said in Washiogton that the Real
Iatate Pool Comwittee will again sumwou
Haliet Kilbourn as a witness belore it, acd
that should he again refuse to avswer the
questions propoudded to bim the sawe course
takew previvusly in bis ease will be repeated,
with the exception that the Speaker will re
fu-c to certify the maiter to the grand jury for
indic:mient, and that such a refusal would pluee
Lim without the perview of the Courts,

Itis now generally believed that the iw-
peachment of ex-Sceretary Belknap will fail,
because the Radical Senate, with Mr. Cook
livg us assistaut counsel for the defence, 1o or-
der to relieve the adwinistration ot the odinm
that would attach to conviction, will decide
that his resigoation barred such activu, aod as
it is not probable that the grand jury will fiud
a bill against him, he will go scot free.

Some of the former lodependents of Rick
moud are dissatisfied with the action of the
Conservative Committee io decidiog that ne-
groes shall pot wke part io the priwary elee-
tiou to be held in that eity, and have calicd 2
weeting to determioe what course Lo pursue,
Dr. A. 8, McRae, a promiveut Independent,
hus reuewed his allegiance to the Conserva-
tive paity.

The assumption of the title of Empress by
(Qucen Victoria is pot approved by some of her
sutjeets, but they evidently beling to the class
ol ¢hropic discontents whom pothing will pleasc.
The Kughsbmen in this State are wakiog ar-
rangements for celebratiog the Queen’s birth-
day in Petersburg.

The Secretary of the Centeanial Commissiov
says that Commission has *'no intention of ew-
ploying Virginia pegroes on the Centeoniul
grounds.” The best grouods for Virgioia ve-
groes to work upoo are Virginia grouods, and
the soover they find that out the better it will
be for thew.

The decision of Speaker Kerr, that nothing
but what is germain to an appropriation biil
can be tacked on to it, will, in future, prevent
the passaxe of such *job'" bills as have hereto-
fore been pushed through Coogress at the eod
of the session,by beivg iocorporated with those
bills.

‘The charges against Secrctary Bristow for
bribery io the case of the bark Mary Merritt,
liave not been sustained. The couutry wishes
the same could be said about the charges that
have been wade agaiost some of the other
m mbers of the President’s Cabioet.

The Norfolk Virgioia says: ““To-night the
sovereigns of the Fourth Ward mect at Teonis’
oyster packiog house, oo Gosport Bridge, and
enjoy a political oyster roast.”” The sovereigns
of the wards in-this city would ot object to s
similar eotertainment.

Strunge as it way seewn, white wen are even
vet put on the block in North Carolina, and
sold by public auction, aud in some iustaoces,
lutely, the purchasers have been negroes. Lib
erty and equality !

The Spring meetiog of the Washiogton
Diivivg Park, at the course, oear Beouiog's
Station, will comwence to-morrew, aud cou-
tinue for four days.

Roger A. Pryor is one of the delegates [rom
New York to the Natiooal Democratic Con-
yentivn,

ALEXA
NEWS OF THE DAY,

Berpard Bailey commicted suicide in St. Louis
on Saturday by shooting himself through the
heart. He left a leteer deseribing, “‘for the
benefit of medies! men and religions and moral
phiosaphers, the physiea’y mental and woral
foelings of a suivide,’” avd also intimating that
woroquited ‘ove jmpelled him o kitl hims:It
R d oph Wed, aged 29, shot Eimself through
the teart in Philadelphia oo Saturday, while
laboring under temporary: inwavity. He was !
connceted with the firm of Dizlogue & Co., of |
Camdon N.J. Prof. Blake, knowo as a ‘mind
ren der.”” eommitted suicide by poison in San
Frauciseo, on ‘Thursday. Lil health and poverty
led to the deed.

A meeting of mewbers of the Butter and
[5 ¢ Asscciation was beld io Baltimore, on Sa-
tur lay, to take sowe action in reference to the
introduction in that market of a substitut: !QT
but‘er known to the trade as*‘oleo-wargarine,
The artiele is manufactured in thut city, atw
cost of about fifteen eeuts a pound, from leal
fat worked threugh flesh milk, and when weli
“dactored,”” elosely resembles fresh priot but:
ter.

It is pr. bably that the Treasury officials will
soon make some changes in the issuing of sil-
ver,owing to the geoeral ipclinatiun of the peo-
pie to hold oo to the fractional currcocy io au-
licipation of its scareity. i this hoarding coo-
tinucs some additiooal legislation by Coogress
way even become oecessary to meet the diffi-
culty.

At. St. Hepedioe, Dorchester county, Cana-
da, Thursday last, a girl samed Labouillier, a
seamstress by vocation, shot and killed Mrs.
Murphy, a lady for whom she was workiog.
She then gathered up all the valuables she
could earry aod tried to escape, but was ar
rested.

Richard M. Corwine, formerly of Ohio; aud
ap ¢minent practioner of law bet'orp courts in
Washiogtoo, died there Saturday oight, 1o the
t4th yeur of his age.

VIRGINIA NEWS.

The Mapassas Gazette says: Mr. R. R.
Reeves who lives about two wmiles from this
place bad twenty-four sheep, and pine lambs
killed oo Mooday night last out of a tloek of
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FOREIGN NEWS.

The Turks have achieved a triumph over
the Christian insurients by raising the siege
of Nicsic and deieating them in a preliminary
battle,  The orders to the Servian wnlitia to
be ready to mareh at twenty-lfour hours notice
indieate an exivnion of the war. The Turkish
Goveroment has scota note to the Powers
calling their attentivn to the ajd rendered by

i Mont ncgro to the insurgents, but diselaimiog

any intesting of artecking Monteoegro. A St
Petersburg dispareh says the Porte has oot
asked for the intervention of the Puwers, but
merely their good offices to prevent the iosur-
gents from obtainiog extrancous aid.

At the recent conlerence between represen-
tatives ol ISuropean PPowers and some of the,
Cardioals allusion was made to the possibility,
in the event of a vacaney occurring in the Holy
See, of the election of a Pope tavorabie 10 a
conciliatory poliey. The Cardinals replied by
pointing to the continued exeellence of the
Pope's healrh, and the coosequent im::robabll-
ity of a speedy vacaocy. In conclusion they
stated that the respective Goveruments would
be convineed that. covsiderivg the upiversal
uvapimity of the Catholie Chureb, the fature
Pope would in nowise alter the prescnt policy.

The Spanizsh Government is proceediog to
wards the abrosativo of the tree coostitution
of the Basque provisees, and the Coveress bas
refused to repeal the guarantee of religious tol
eration in Spaio,

At supplewentary elections in Paris and Bor-
deaux, yesterday, moderate Republicans were
elected to the Legislative Assembly over the
Radies and Bopapartist eandidates.

The Germav G o nmeot has issued a de-
eree restoring the rozhit of suffruge to iohabi-
tsnts of Alsace aod Lorraioe who retaio their
Freonch vatiouvality.

Heavy frauds on the revenue by swuggiing
hase been discovered at Cardepas, (Cuba,

The troubles in Barbadoes continue undi
winished.

The Coal Trade,

A writer i the Cuwberlaod Nows of Satur-
day says: ‘“The Borden company closed ope-
rations on Weduoesday indefinitely, The Frank-
lin aod Piw ix resumed work a {ew days ago
at old rates, to supply certain pressing but lim-

abeut fifty.  Ou Tuesday morning Mr. Reeves

iug; in a short time however, he discovered
sowe terribly bit aud tore.  He then seot for
ap old hound belupeing to a oeighbor which
after a little skirting struck the trail and fol
lowed the dog about fuur miles to the yard of
Mr. George W. Mitchell. Mr. Reeves dis-
covered the dog bespattered with blood and on
Mr. Mitehell’s refusing 10 kill him got out a
warraot and Constable Weedon w.s ordered to
kill the dog,

The Petersburg Index, says: The report of
Mr. G. W. Carter’s returviog to the ministry
has beeo deuied ; but there is no question of
the fact that he bas recently re murried, and
to & widow with two children, as correctly sta-
god in this papor, 1o advacee of all other jour-
pals in the world,  The bridegroow whose sud-
dew disappearance was the cause of so wuch
exettement the other oight, has since married,
bur to avother lady thau the vne who wmade
yeady for him in this city, aod who was s0 per-
fip usy deserted. We should think his con-
seivuee would keep him ushappy, vothwith
tanding aH the reported delights o the honey-
Woon SeRsn.

The Staunton correspondent of the Rich-
wond Dispatch, sags: Mr. Lewis D ffobaugh,
a {armer o2 Stribliog Spriogs road,near Staun-
100, heard 2 spring-gun which he bad placed
in bis chicken-house cxplode, and also beurd
s mo excited conversution between some meo,
In the worpiog, on eoing to the house, he
tound Heory Hugbsoo, a potorious colored
thief, lying oo the ground shot through the
abdomen by the rifie-ball.  He was placed in a
wig o sod brought to jail.  He says a white
man and six negroes were with him, but es-
caped, He laid oo the ground until in the
morning.  The wourd was exawmined by Dr.
Methesnes, and is considered by him mortal,

Capt. A. D. Payoe has been clected Conuty
| Superintendent of the Conservative oreanizs
tion 1o Fauguier counoty, viee T, N. Latham,
resigued. .

Col, 1L H. Dulany has resigned his position
as a wember ol the Board of Visitors ol the
University of Virginia,

Letter from Baltimore.

[Carrespondence of thy Ajexandris Gaz tte ]

Ravrrivork, April 20, 1876.—The General
Conference ot the Mothodist  Episcops!l Church
will meet in this city to-morrow, st 9 o'clock, in
tho Acwdemy of Musie, which has been engaged
for the oceasion.  Alresndy & large number of
delegntes have arrive!, and itis expeeted that
the Cunference wili be one of the largest snd
most interesting ever held. Du-ing its contin-
uunce a paper will bo issued from the offico of
the “Evening News’ under the title of the
*Daily Christian Advoeate,”’ which will contain
verbalim reports of the proceedings.

itev. Moses Hoge, D.D., of Richmond, last
night repented his celebrated, oration which was
deliversd st the unveiling of the statue of
Stonewall Jackson. The Ac¢ademy of Music
was completely filled, and the large audience
was delighted,  On the stage wera Gov. Joun
Leo Carroll, H. K. Douglass, Gen. Trimble,
Hon. Judge Inglis and Rev. Messrs. Peterkin,
Grammer, McIlvaine and LeFevre,

Business in every branch is now reviving, and
the prospects are good for a brisksummertrade.

The Holiday Street Theatre closed last night fur
the sesson The Opera House, Central and
Front Street Theatres will, however, rem.in
open for some time yet, and are drawing good
houses.

The Fifth Regiment (who, by the way, are
loud in their praises of A lexandria hospitality)
Inst night determined to send a picked company
of 100 men to the centennial. The compuany
will be commanded by Lt Col. Loney as Cap-
tuin, with Captains Zollitger, Brown and Lips
comb s Lieutenants. The compuny will leave
Baitimore on the 3d of July, snd will upon its
arrival in Philadelphis be placed st the disposal
of the Commander of the Centennial l.egion.
The regiment has also determined to give a
May ball at thair spacious armory during the
coming month.

To-mortow the old police magistrates who
have had charge of the six police stations will
give way to the new apnointees of the Governor,
';\rhosu galdry 1z fixed st $2100 per annum without

ees,

The favorite old steamer Columbis, so wall
khown to ull Alexandrians, has recently bsen
cum;.lumlf overbauled and placed in tip top
order, and will during the coming sesson take s
large number of persons to the centennial.

Judge Gilmor, of the Criminal Court, yester
day in a lengthy decision gave it &s his opinion
that the operations of the Sunday liquor lawdul
not apply to the Maryland, Allston, Germanis
Msaennerchor und other clubs, a.d to-day these
resorts are crowded with numbers of bibulous
vizitors.

Messrs. Jas. J. Kavanaugh, of the News, and
Mr. Augustus A. Hall, ot the American, were
last night appointed delegstes to the Interna
tional Typegraphical Union Convertion, which
meets in Philadelphia in July noxt.

Tho new stenmer Flarida, of the Norfolk line,
will mske her tirst trip to the *'City by the ea
toemorrow sfternoon. She is, beyond doubt,
the tnstest and finest bost swiiing from Baltimore

The Kennert House, which hss become a fx-
vorite stupping pisce for Alexandrians wnd Vir-

ininns generally hus just b o thoroughly re
Juvenated, snd is now one of the linest hotels in
the city. During the races which will tske
place st Pimlieo, commencing on the 23d in:t.
it will be tha Leslquarters for the majurity ol
the interested purties, MoRE AXNON.

weut vut to salt hissheepand found them migs- | : :
P ' they shall have shipped four or five thousand

ited orders, proposiog to stop agaio us Soon u8

tops. T'he New Central company, haviog some
iwportant stecawship supplies to furpish, will
resum? work lor a limited time oo Mooday
pext. The Humbure avd lowao lipes of
strawships have turne | their eonsumption to
the Clearfield region.  These lines were always
furoished from our region. The price made
was fifty ceats per tan below the lowest offer of
Cumberlaod coal. and it is pot improbable that
the bulk of this important steaa:hip trade will
be wholly lost to our region,

““I'he high rates ot Ireight imposed by the
Con-olidation cowp:ny und the high wages
paid the mwiners are dircet causes of this wost
gerions blow to the Cuwberlind trade. The
(learticld production is running wore than
double what 1t was last yesr. while our own
output has deelined about S0 000 tous cowm-
pated with the same perioa of 1875, A fur.
ther enorwous loss ol trade fur vur fizld i3 now
alwost twevitable, and it -ecms certain that
the mining population will learn from bard ex
perienes the lessons which the most reliable
companies have endeavored to submit to their
own reison and judgment. They will believe
when ta late that their work was only to bave
heen saved through fuir wod necessary conees-
sion affeeting the eost of praductivo,

*'I'he out'o k 15 a wost gloomy ooe, and
without immed.ate co-operation on the part f
the mioers the year will be ioevitably lost.”

The News says: “I'ne Ceutral Cqal Com-
papy will resume operations oo Mooday vext,
at 65 ceuts per ton, The managemonot state
that the resumption 1= bur temporary, as they
will shortly elese up agato, amd for this season
i the present situation as to wioing and [reight
prices eontinne,

“he situation intensifies,
the ouiv voe we now =ce.”

The Annapolis ¢ arespondent of the Bald-
more Sun says: “Mr John P Poe, eounsel
for the Coasoliligion Coal Cowpany aod the
Camberand and Prodoent 1 iihoad Compuny,
Butely the Cumberland and Penosylvania Ral-
road Company, and reansferred to the Consoli-
datinn ennpany, made an arguwent  before
Governor Carrol! the past week, for the pur-
pase ol i1dneing him to instruet the attorney
general 1o withhold the proposed suit of the
State against the company, which has becn
commeneed to deprive it of it eharter for al-
loged evisinn of the law passed at the recent
ses<ion of the Lieeislature, fixiog the rate of
freight for eoal at two eents per ton per mile.
T'he G et or sugeested as a compromise that
the railroad company contioue shipping coul,
receiving two ceots per ton for freight and at-
terwards briog suit against the coul compaoies
fur the reeavery of the additivoal one ceunt per
too, and thus bring the question before the
eourts lor settlement. It is understood that the
Cumberland and Piedwoont company declioed
to accede to the snpgesiion, and 15 still exact-
ing the three cents per ton freight, and that
the suit against it will not be withdrawo by the
attorney general, [t is stated that all the coal
compnoies iv the Cumberland regioo, exeept
the Maryland, whieh has stopped operations,
and the American, are now shippiog coal frowm
their mines at three cents per ton per mile to
points where it either reaches the Baltimore
and Ohto road or the Chesapeake and Ohio
cavul, The Now Central will commenee ship
wents to day. - The su~peosion ol operations in
the eoal region ortginally resulted larzely trom
a strike oo the part ol the wivers against a re-
duction of their wages, and sioce theo the
truble about the freight has been a disadvaa-
tarcous cleweot,”

Shipments of coal from Cumberland, Md.,
for the week ended April 29, awounted to 12,
529 tons 3 ewt. by the Chesapeake and Ohio
canal, being an 1oercase of 7.419 toos 1S ewt,
a3 compared with the previous week, and ao
inerease ef 2,255 tovs 12 ewt, as compared with
the corresponding period of 1875  The Con:
sulidation Coal Cowpany sent out 62 boats du-
ring the week, the Borden cowmpaoy 16, the
Blaen Avon 9, the New Central 2, aod the lo-
dividuals 7; totsl U6. A large shipweot con-
sidering the comparative ‘‘dead-luek’ io the
coal trade.

A bad outlook is

The new Catholic Cathedral at Savaonpah,
was dedicated with iwposiog ceremonies yes-
terday murping. There was an immeopse at-
tendanece from other cities.  Archbishop Bay-
ley, of Baltimore ; Bishops Quinlao, of Mobile;
Lyuch, of Charleston; Nerot, of St. Augustine;
(zibboos, ol Richmond ; aod about thirty eler
gymen trom zll parts of the country were pre-
seot. The High Pootifieal Muss was grand, sod
alsu the firse prodaetioo 1o this couarry of Carol
Gr eth's graud muss, with organ and anorches-
tri of twenay-cight strum :ots and chorus ol
sixty voices, The dedication sermon was
preached by Bishop Lyoeh, of Charleston
greeting to Bishop Gross, by Farher Reiliv, o
Atlauta. At the evenioe scrviee, Graud Pou-
tiical Vespers, the sermon was preached by
Father Wayrieh, of Baltimore.  Ex mrsionists
from Charieston, Mucon, Augusta, Atlanta,
Coluwbus, Dallas and other points were pre-
~eat,

The Finanee Committee of the ity Couneil
of Colurwbus Otio. haviog failed to make pro-
vision for the pagwent of the police, the Police
Uommissioners issued an order dirceting the
Superiotendeut to disband his foree this morn-

1082,

| COMMUNICATED,
The Mayoralty Question.

The fact that, under the eharter, cur present
worthy and «fficient Mayor is clicible for re-
clection, 18 so indisputable thatit wouald seew to
be a waste of time, aod the doiogof” ap uoneces-
sary thing to reply to the assaults made by Dr,
J. B. Johnson upon that position.  Thouxh
some thivk the arguments wsed agaiost Mr,
Kewmper's eligibility are so lndicrons as to be
pnworthy the compliment of an answer, yet to
preveot well meaning, but uothinking persons
from being deceived I propose to devote a lit-
tle time to av examyoation of the question,

T'he 34ih scetion of *he aetol 18TU-"T1, page
132, awcodiog the charter of the city of Alex-
audria, is as follows :

WThe Mayor of the eity of Alexandris shall
be annua'ly elecled by the quulified voters at
the times and placee and in the manner that
members of the City Council sre elected ; pro-
vided that the present incumbant of said « e
shall hold his oifice for the time for whieh he
was clected undor the existing laws.  He shatl
hold his office for one yesr, and until & succes-
sor is chosen and qusliled in his stead. st the
expiration of which periol he may be re-elecs-
ed for two terins euccissively, and no longer
until he shall huve been outcf cilice for one
yoaur.”

“'He shall, Lefore he enters upoo the dutics
of his office, take an oath or affirwation in the
presence of the City Couneil faithlully to exe-
cute his said offies, which shall be recorded] in
its book of proceediogs,  [Te shall see thar the
laws of the Corporation be duly exveuted: sod
in the eveot of the removal of aoy cofficr by
his order, lie shall commuvicate the fact with
his reasons therefor to the City Counci! with-
out delay, that the vacaney way be fillel. He
shall have power to coovene thy City Couucil
wheosver, 10 his opinion, the good of the com-
munity may require it: avd he shall lay be-
fore the City Couneil frow time to tiwe, in
writing, such alterations in the laws of the
Corporatioo as he shall deam pecessary or prop-
er. He sball have and exercise ull the powers
of a justice of the peace within the said city,
aod sball reeeive for his scrvices, aooually, u
just and reasopable compeosation, to be allow-
ed and fixed by the Uity Couuvell, which =hall
not be increased or diminished during the pe
riod for which he shail have been eleeted. The
election of Mayor and mewbers of the Board
of Aldermen and Comwon Council shall be
held on the fourth Thursduy in May. 1871, aud

ou the fourth Thursday iv every succeedivg |

year thereafter, at such plices and by such per-
sous as the Ciry Couscil shall seiver,”

Befure procecdicz to analyz: this sectivn aod
show what does it wean, let ns keep these two
facts | rominentiy befure us, vz :

1st That ®hen the law, of which the ahove
i8 i part, was passed, the then “iveuwbent”
was Hugh Latham, e~q..—a zeotlewan exeeed
ingly tenacious of s rghts,

9nd That Mre. Latham had, previons to the
passuge of that faw, heen elected Mayor lor
the term ol fwo years, aud at the time ol it
passage his terw wud vot vear expire .

These two things have been overlocked in
all previous discussions of this question, and

yeu they haye a wost luportiaol beariug upun I

it, and enable us 1o find the weaniog ol the
luw without d-flicaley,
Now let us tuke up so

seotence, und see it its weaning 15 0ot su plain
that be who runs way read :

“I'he Mayor of the city of Alexandria shall
be appualiy elected by the qualili-d voters, at
the times and places and iv e wauner that
wewbers of the City Couneil are eleered,™

I'here is pothing ambizuous about that —it
refers to all Tuture Mayors of Alexaudria, not
to Mr. Larham werely, but to all that may
cowe after him, until time shall be oo more,
or the L gistature changes its mind. [t s the
ooly law now 1o (x:stenee authorizivg us to
elect u Muyor.

“Provided, that the present incumbent of
anid office shall hold his offiee for the tme for
which be was clected. under the existing laws,”’

The present inenubent. as we have already
said, was Mr. Latham. At the time he was
elected the esisting lwws"" lxed the Mavor's

term of office at fieo years, and he had a righe !

to serve during that period,  In IS8T, some of
the propie, it watters not whom nor why,
wanted the eharter amen lod o soveral particu-
lars, and smone oth r< o change the Mayor's
term of offiee to owe year with the privilege
or rieht o be pecleeted for two sucees-
sive term= A bill was prepured containing
that provision, and oataraily and richteous.
ly Mr. Latham  bhecome alarmed. He o rep
resented to those who favored the bill that
il it was pasced as it stood the effeer wou'd be
to lewig'ate him out of gearly, or quite haif the
term tor which he had been lawlully elected.
Racognizing the justice of his claim. they, at
bis instanee, as we are infored, inserted the
above proviso in the draft of the bill, and it
means aothing wore than if the Legistature had
suid, “We will let Mr. Latham serve out rhe
term for whieh he was elected, and the law
chuogiog the term to one year shall oot go into
operation until he steps down and out,”  The
proviso, therefore, is the only part of the whole
g-ction that relates exclusively to Mr. Levham,
and it was inserted to quiet his apprehensions,
The entire remainder of the seetion refers to
the Mayor, whoever he may be, and not to Mr.
Lathaw solely, avd we will prove it :

“Ie shall hold his office forone year and un-
til a sueccessor i8 chosen aod quuitied o his
stead, at the expiration ol which period he
may be re-elected for two termis suecessively,
and no longer, until he shall have been ont i
otfice for ond year.”

Who is meant by “IT1+?" Nut My, Latham
alone, surely, for the Liogislatare had settded
Jiis case by giviog hiwm bis fu!l term.  They cut
o the thread ol the seetion for the purpose
of legislating tor him, and having finished that
part of the business, they began at the puiot
where they bud lett off, and resumed the con
sideration of the real sulj-ct of the section, viz:
the Mayor gewerally, avd vot Mr, Latham io
particular, The Legislature did not weao that
Mr. Latham should *‘hold his office for one
year," for they bad just providcd that be
should bold it for his full term, viz : two yeurs,
or such part thereof as micht thes have re-
maioed. One must, in construing a statute, en-
deavour to barmonize apparent eonfliors and ot
give it a meaniug which will causc the Legis-
lature to appear to contra fict nself.  Clearly,
therefore when the Loewislature suid, ** e shall
hald his office for oue yeor,” &, they were
rglerring back to what they had begoo to
legislate ubout, to wit: The Mayor of the city
geoerally. The **He'" they weant was he whom
the qualified volers should anou.lly eleet tor
Mayor.

But it is oot neeessary to rely on arenwments
solely to show that the prononn *He'" as there
used refers to «ll mayors that might therealter
be elected by the people of this eity, for it is
eonelu-ively shown by the eonucetion in which
it is subs quently used 1o this same section 34,
¢ g.y Al shall see that the laws of the cor-
purative e duly exeeuted,”” " Le shall hav»
power to convene the Uity Coanen,” &e. ' He
shall have aul exercise all the powers ol a jus-
tice of the peace.” Lo

Do all these “He's” refer only to Hugh
Lathaw, the then “prescot tnecuwbeny' as
“striet construetion’’ would huve us believe ?
Certainty vot. They reler to and are cow
wanded by the L wisiature o all weumboots,
and coostitute the rules for their guidanee—
the chart for every wayor of Alexandria,
‘“'hal-. I}_la‘ll, docs this whole elags¢ mean?
Siwply this and nothing nre oor less than
that he who is vieered wmayor by the gualifisd
voters for ome year, may at the end ol thut
year be re eleeted twice 10 succession, =0 as Lo
make in all three years of coutivusus serviee
uader elcetina by the qualificd voters Lefore

he becomes disquahfied.

_ wuaeh of the J4:h |
section as bears upon the ease, sentewee by

e e e e e

Any Alexandrian, therrfore, who is a suf-
fragan, may be elected mayor three times con-
seentively by the qualifind_voters of the city,
Mr. Kewper hus veen” eleeted but twice
throueh that ageney. The Legislature has not
said that everybody but Mr. Kemper may he
-0 clected.  Ile is eonsequently eligible for one
wore term.

So wueh for the meaning of the law,

! In auswar 10 this we hear itsaid : “But Mr.
K:wper, just previous to his first eleetion by
the r;qa::h--rl voters, was cleeted by the City
Couneil o ill Mr. Berkeley's unexpired term,
He has, therefore, had his three terms, and
shouid give way to Dr. J. B, Johnson.” This
15 av utter absurdiry,  Suppos- ihe City Couo
cil had cleeted him not ooly oo one but oo
forty different occasions to fill 48 many unex-
pired terws, does oot the act plaiuly say that
he tay, nerertheless, be eleeted three times in
succession by the quulified voters? s there
anythiog iv the e which ssys or cao be coo-
szruud_ to mean that ao election by the City
Ciuneil to fill a three mooths' vacapey shall
have the sswe disqualifying effect as an elec-
tion by the people for one year? When the
Legisiature uses the words “qualified voters’
does it refer to the tweoty tour Councilmen of
the city, ordoes it refer to the great votivg
pepulation of the ciry ?

I'he aoswers to these questions suggest
thewselves 1mmediately to every unbiased
wiod, avd they render Dr. Jobnson's position
not only voteoable, but as he is a seosible man
the_v, wu:t be unpleasaot to him.

We will preseot to Mr. Kemper's opponents
a hypothetical case. Suppo-e the Legi:liuturs
had enacted that the term of uffice of the
Mayor of Alexaodria should be ooe year, and
that the sume persop enuld be elected w tha:
office Ly the gualified voters but onee; and sup-
pose that M, Berkeley had resizoed five days
betore his term expired aod Mr, Kemper had
beun eleeted Ly the City Councid 1o fill the va-
cancy, do you mean (v assert, either as a pro-
positioo of law or of common sense, that Mr.
Kewper would not at the end ol those five
days be cligible for election by the qualificd
voters of the city for the term of ooe year?

You could oot say that, and yet it is but ear
rylog your arguments agaiost his elieibilicy for
a third term to their legitimate re~ult, and is a
foreible illustration of the absurdity of your
presesot posiion,

But, they add, Mr, Kemper has been inthe
office a looe time, aud he ought to be satisfied.
Probably he is, but the people are not.  T'hey
have tried him sod he has oot been found
wanting. The priveiple of rapid rotation in
office is a huwbug, and the couse of more mis-
munagement aod bad government than auy
other of the waoy false political doctrines so
eften referred to. To turn au officer out be-
cause he has beco a looe time iv, is like to dis-
missing master workmeo uand hiring appren-
tices, The Jduties of every office must be learu-
¢d, and when a per-oo has held it long evongh
to learn thewm, 15 it not the part ol disercnien
and souud judgm ot to keep hiw there, rather
thaun supply his plac: with one, who, be he
cver 80 capable, canuot beeome perfeely tamil-
inr with his duties before his torw has ox
I pired? Fiusr Wanrp.
| [COMMUNICATED,
| s‘scraps From History.™
| People who undertake the writing of history
| (even in scraps) are expeeted to study their
csubjeet, and wrve fuets ruther than eucsses and
{ heresuy., “‘Lotation’ is siopularly unfortupate
iin both his dates and deductions,.  The lare
| Fdear Snowden beeame Mayor ol Alex indria,
‘|-3'ui<'clion of Council, in 1549, and was re-
cleeted in 1841 and 1842 ; Alexandria was re-
troecded to Virginia iu 18406-7, Juwr years
wfter he had gone out of office.

[t is true that the eleeriow of Mayor having
been ¢iven to the people, by Cungress, Mr
Snowdeo, who was always a great favorite with
nur people, was stroogly urged to contioue in
cfBee, in 1843, it being held that the awend-
went of the eharter allowed him @ new series
ol three wore terms, and that, being douhtliul
abaut that constraction of it, he refused o
allow the use ot his name; but he did vot give
ey to the late Robert G, Vinhﬂt. mn the :-';-n»s-
that the present iprumbent is asked to wive
way for “Roration;” for Mr. V. oot only did
not seek the offies, bat it was thrust upon him,
and alter boiding 1t a single week, he re-
signed.

So much for tha facts; now for the wmoral
“Rotation' deduees from them,  “Mr, Snow.
den,” he sags, “knew that his party’s suceess
waus ol more importanee to him than the salary
of the offies,” and he infers that he gracefully
retired “becanse a portion of his party de-
manded it,"”  Ngw, the first perty contest in
our municipal affairs tonk place 1n Mareh, 1845,
two years after Mr. Snowden's retivement aud
wis caused by the nowination of Col, Shay for
Mavyor, and a full ticket for Couueil by the
Demoerats. Up to that time that party,thouzh
in a mioerity of three to one, as the resule ol
the first pariy contest showed, had had its full
share ot office under the city government ; or
rather good meo had been elected without rof
erener to politics, for there were oo primary
elections theo, and those only who had r:xes 1)
pav could vote. At the very time ol which
“Rotation’" speaks, the late Robert Brocketi.
as uncoropromising a Democrat as ever lived,
was President of Couoeil, «leeted by gentlemen
who differed from him toto corlo, and that too
ata time when politics i Alexaodria, and
throuchout the eountry, ran muck higher than
they do now. Arce offices created for the ser-
vice of the people, or for the “emolument’ ol
the holders, as “Ratation’”’ seems to think?
and is it not the agfice seelrer, rather than the
| office holder, whose “geeea’ 1s destroyiog the

Conservative party ¢

AnTI-ROTATION,

Gen, Howard, of Whitehaill, Beaufort Dis-
trict, South Carolina, left his house io a one-
horse carriage on the mornidg of the 16ih of
April for the postoffice, eight miles away. On
his returo, ag he wus driving aloog as his cus
tow was, with his head down, allowing his
horse to have his own way, a party of pegroes
who had heard that he expected to receive
woocy by the wail went up to the rear of his
carriage, aud_ with a guo plsced withio a font
of his head literally blew his brains out. Then
they dragged hiw from the carriage and rifi~d
his pockets, in which they found ity cents.

MARRIED.

By Rev. C. A. .Joyce, at Fairfax Ct. House,
on the 13th of April, Mr. JAS. W DARR to
Miss REBECCA A. LOYD, all of Fairfax co.

By the same, st Zion [Episcopal] Chureh, Mr.
ROBEKT BRUCE DUUGLAS, of Manassus
to Miss MADGE H. RICHARDSON, of Fair-
fux Court House, -

##~The regular monthly meeting of the Hy-
dr~ulion Stesm Fire Compsny will be held on
Tuesdny, May 24, at 8 o'clock. Purnctual st-
tendance is requested.

my 1 2t B. I’ TukNER, Secretary.

COPARTNERSHIPS,
D I 8 8 0L UTI

The copartnership heretofore existing be ween
the undersigned, under the frm name ol J N0,
J. JAMIESON & CO),, is this day dissolv-d by
wutunl eonsent  Jno J. Jamieson will setlle
the business of the tate Arm.

LEWIS McKENZIE.
my 1-1m JNU. J. JAMIESON

V')TIUE OF COPARTNERSHIP—From
AN this date Mr. Jno J Jumieson will ba us-
socinted with mein theconductof s GENERAL
COMMISSION BUSINKSS, under the style of
R. M. LAWSON & JAMIESON.
R M. LAWSON.
Alexundris, Va,, May 1, 1876—1n

. LOCAL BREVITIES
Daging the gale of woad yesterday evenipe
the Maryland ferry s camer Viegina, while e
deavoriog to muke d trip 1o this einy frow the
oppusite shore., was blowa aground oo the fi,e
ad rewaieed for over an liour, .‘l nuwb::r n.!
persoos from this eity w o had been attending
a ehristening party nt Broad Creek Chureh
were 0 bonrd of the bagr, and the ladies af 1},;.
party were muceh alarmed by the bumping o
the bost on the bar. The sreamer was final)y
gotren afivat and brought to this city by goig :
around the bar oear the lower ferry. Tiu:
worning, nwing to the low water she was eoy,.
pelied to make all her trips by that rouge,
The match game of base ball between (e
Cadet Club of 3t. Jobo's Academy and ()0
Resolute Club, whicl ok plaee near Calpias
oo Sutw day, resulted in tavor of the former iy
aseore ol 15 o 10, This was the st g,
of the seasou and will probuniy ve follow.] b
others, o
_ Daring the month of April ther: have
ts=ucd from the office of the Clerk o the
peiation Couit, our marriage lietoses, and «yv.
teen deeds hav been reearded. Lo the |_'.'L"I'n."1
office of the County Court there were vl
marriage Heewses and cighteen desds, o
_As will be scen by a notice elsewhere, .
firw of Johy J Jamicsou & Co. bas beey d
solved, and M ssrs. Robert M. Liwson and J
J. Jamieson nave formed u cuparioershyg {.'-
carry vu the genersl cowmissinn buslpess, '

=
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A youog gentewna of tais eity, in atrewpr.
o U jutp from ohie 10 G'eloek Dieal tratn fron
Washingron, ai Porteer’s Be wory, ths u_-\.ml
ing, lost i3 tooiine aod fol v En‘ic.qn,lunq'-m
flictiuy a severe woaud uver i e, .

The services of the woutis of My, which i«
especially devoted o the Logor of che Bioss 1
Virain Mary, will be held ur St Mary's Chur i
at 7230 o'elock. this evenlug, aod l:\'nn‘ L.\-,.\u‘f
ing duriog the month exeept Satardays

This was May day, but few oFche airis of (10
CILY ot U eariy coough this worning % |
their fertune by Lresk Presbily laid cee 1 o
glass ol water at sunnise, as their ithessdid,

The .]]'Erl. erers il the Al xandria Librae e o
a meeting oo Sotavday vight, bat trausacted oo
business ol public interest,

e

) ;\lln-nl_i-,-n odie eed oo the ehange ol Loy
for opening aud ol sing the mails,

Lhe Corporationothicers, policrmen, &e , w e
paid fl 1o day,

TELEGRAPIIC BRIEFS,

=A dispateh from Miiford, Pa., says luv
mg':ll \':'l."-![l.l.' !.:uid.:-t tur this season ol (i
yoar within the wemory ol the oidest inhabi
tant. At 3 eliek this worning Cie thermom
eter indteated 27 toerees,  lee torwed o the
thickse-s of Lot anineh, A huzh wond pre.
vaiis,  Spow el ar Watertown, N Y, st
ni].'llf t:th -J--prll ot two foches.  The storm
extondod oeer the northiern part of the State,
aud io some plicces suow is =il fuling,

—The funcral £ the Taie Bricadior General
Heory I Muirh-id ook paee at Pemberton,
NodJowoedey. The fanera serviees were ¢on-
ducted we hrs resideace w Pooadeiplog this
wormug, andat LI5S pom wspeen! sl lell
the North Penpsylvacia wdepot beartog the r
watns (o Vemterton bor intermwent,

—T'he opeping o the recently eonstrueied
wing of the wew edifice of the Aeadewy o
Natiooal Seenvces, at 19 h and Ruee streci-
Phowiciphm, vk plaee today, The historns
of this acadewy dat - haek 1o 1812,

The Ohio Mining Troubles,

NEW Youg, May | —A dispateh trom Ol
umons, O S0k <iys s Adjutant Geteral
Wk It Telt here tooday for Massilon o dipeer
the weovement ol the traps, whiteh have boon
|nri]l'f"'i Lot fil“ )] Lhponnegr "I]lll.iHI.: Tesmion, Lhe
civil aurhorines having advised Gov, Hayes o
l}ll.'il' ill:].hlill}' Lo jprroledt the properly ol iifts
rators and the hees of miners who desiie
work avainst the ol who hiave prevented th
workioe ol the mines lor some 1ime past, |t
15 thomehe thar work will be resumed  to-mn
row on the arival of the mhitia,

. e
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The fallowing commitees

wark, for the evning ~vasan, have boen ap

wpon . oy

poruted by e Presidenn, ander the vesooutiow

prssedd at the Aprl wectong and ordered o be

pabbishied inothe Aboandria Gaz toe:
SARBATI GEEN AL MEET

N,

15t [}i‘f';):‘-ug, * A (O TR
UL L cwkios, Hezekioh Ward,
Rov, W, S Ponick, W, UL Herbert,
Hezekinhe arton, J.oib Liogd,

[, O Neal, Ve, Wi (L Webds
Jas. Foawese, g, v, Wi M. Dame,
K. 1" Witwer, W, . Joskius,
W, Beaae, Wi, Hudgens,

Il !1\" 1
|; 183 I'-Flll'll.

Jas, I Caron,

I{"\'. I"I'. ‘\ i1'in|r_-'

T, D, Hodekin, (. M. I}ll"-l""i:
oy, WL Waneh
WERN Sallr sERVICE

I[. W, Hz‘.’;fifl', [ ) N cal,

“. “ :":'.'llu.‘-llllr_\', l; ” H |.\kil'!-,

B DL Stadlies, Jas Brrwisle e
Hez ki Patton, ow, Dol J Bacdock
W, UL Herber, lev, W, M. Dawme,

“. ” ” r-k:r.,

Jas FNTwisLE R Gien, See

DIRY GOODS

DRSS GOO DS,
Just peeciviad
NEW STYLES OF DRESS trt b,
IN DAMASSE,
>TRIPED,

PLALD snd
PLAIN.

r
Alsa now =tyles ol

PARASOLS AND SUN UMBRELLAS,
Chesp ut
. BENDIEEINS,
NO. 112 KING sTREET,
Adjeining the Mursinl Hou

GOODS! DRY GOODS !

IRY Grohs! . ,
i ’."‘.1‘.1' Tt Best Stapie
w ety —Cireal lnereist

per [ jrress ‘."

ap 21

D
Good Goods wnid () ek

uwnd Faney Stock in
in Business - New Good-

Nevi York—We Lty Competitin =
Department Full and Compees, R0 0
Goods sold st Down Prices— frovai < '

try Merchants at Baltimore Prices s
CALICOES e | el lL.'llllJ-,
Bluck Goods n Specinity
S DD BRASHEAR,
H. B. Hoomes. No 1Y Roprae strees,
up 12 _

Alvxsndrin, ¥V *

‘ . Yo caif, O
144 Pretufelder & Co. 14

Cffer Girest Hnrg‘n]};‘(é in
PASSIMERES fur Moo and -y:' WORT.
(I’.mrgl: lines ol BLACK A _l.l':\(.:\l-*'lhlﬂ-l’ \1. “
HAIR>, o Rich Blue, Black and de HETD
al extremely fow prices.
BLAUK SILKS! BLACK
the iate New York nuction =
wee will sell nt AUCTION PRI
UNLAUNDRIED SHIRTS Al
PRICES. , ‘L
AI;-IunH ot uf donbie widtu ol 1_,1.\ H

PACAS i new SpPrilg .‘iinli"' al u—wos

double. Y i Cop L4
A Il'llfhr.-t newest styles DHRE=S GUOHD S b=

—worth seeing

“1].;'\.'": Boug tal
Ales, and wi
R e

REDUCED

A fal line of S HITE GOODS, EN BRrROIE
2 Wt "
JLES, ete PRETZFELDE g;.ﬁ q{ l.l-.‘.
mh 13-t No. 141 By st

Ct-J-l" l"EEi-'i——A. full line st
enivi by R =i N
- st EO. McBUBNEY &2 IN.

mh 23 G




