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Neither House of Congress wasin session
to diy.

It is oported that the President, in order to
satisfy Mr. Packard for not giviog him the
collectorship of New Ocleans, will, at ooce,
offer bim sn cqoally remuoerative position,
Mr. Hayes's real streogth—that upon which he
can rely—lics now in the South—all that he
bad in the North has gone, save tbat which
still attaches to him by reason of the cobesive
attraotion of public office. Some of his previ
ous sppointments have already dimioished bis
strength i po incoosiderable degree in the
South, and, io view of bis uapopularity in the
North, it would oot be wis: to weaken it aoy
more, a# would neesssarily be the case were be
to appoiot a mas so objectionable to the peo-
ple of that section as Mr. Packard has reader-
ed bimself. The patience and loog sufferiog
of the Southern people should estitle them to
incrcased respect, instead of beiog presumed
apon ia order to impose oo them still further
indiguities; but, leaviog such con:iderations as
these ont of view, the proposed appoiotment
will be io aceordance npeither with the home
rule por the oivi! service reform poliey, bercto-
fore anncuscad by the President as the parti-
calar measures by whioh he iotended to charac-
terize his adwministration. Nobody will com-
plaio if Mr, Packard cootioue to luoch at
the White Hous2 as often as may be agrecable
to himself and the Precident, but bis sppoiot-
ment to an office in which he will have business
relations with the people of the South will be
bighly otjectionable.

Mr. Barbour introduced anotber bill io the
Virgioia House of Delegates yesterday provid
ing for refundiog the State debt io three per
cent. bonds, and setting aside the net reveoue
of the tax oo lic2n3zs for the payment of the
interest. As cvery member of the Logislatare
has now bhad time for his “*say’’ oa the debt
quastion, and as some of them have not lo:t a
siogle opportaoity afforded for that purpose,
the people of the State are tired of talk, aad
are anxiously awaiting some defioite action oo
the subject.

In New Yuk, today, a gold doilar was
worth only one caot and three fouths of a cent
more than a paper dollar. If the curreney be
let alone,it will oot be long before the little dif-
ference still existiog in the valae of gold acd
paper money will have entirely vacished. The
disagreeadle fact is that both sorts of mooey
are now so inconvenizotly searce that most peo-
ple would not higgle about receiviog paper io
pagment of a debt, evenif it had bzen coatrac::
ed upoo a gold basis,

During the debate yesterday .in the U. 5.
House of Representatives on the Pioneer Mill
caee, it was developed that pot only justice, but,
gtrange as it may seem, even loyalty, is as
nothing compared to grographical Iccation. Ne
matter hew just the clasim or how loysl the
elsimant, provided it be for property in the
unfortunate South, the average radical will op-
pose it.

Legislative.

Io the State S:nate yesterday Mr. Lze, from
the Committec oa Roads, reported Senate bill
author:iziog the ereation of toll gates oo aban
doned turapikes, with ameodments.

A bill to reduce the salary of membaors from
$540 to $360, the reduction to take effect from
the paszage of the act was passed. The bill
makes the pay of clerks the same as the pay of
members, aod increases the pay of the pages
from #10 per week to $14 per week (they now
receive $21 per week.) The vote oo the pas.
sage of the bill was—ayes 59, noes 2—Meszura,
Stevens and Powell,

Io the House of Delegates billa were iotro-
duoed to tax cigars and cigarettes, snd to ailow
commutation to soldiers maimed io wat io Jieu
of artificial limbs provided by law.

A House jsint resolntion iostractiog our S=na-
tors and rcquestiogour Representatives in Con:
gress to vote for the noconditionsl remooetizs-
tion of silver and as a legal tender was favora-
biy reported upon.

A resolution was referred that the Joiat
Committee on Reapportionment be ipstructed
to allot to each Congressions| district eleven
delegates, snoh delegates to be distributed az
the representatives from each district may
agree upoo,

The Committee on Retrenchment and Iis-
form reported a bill to smend the Code in rela-
dioo to sularies of officers of the Geveroment
aod the compensation of members of the Gepe-
ral Assembly. The bill provides amoog other
thiogs that the pay of members and officers of
the House be reduced about 334 per cent,, and
the employees of the goveromeot generally
about 20 per cent.

The pay of the judges of the Court of Ap-
peals is left the same 88 wow, except to strike
out the provision allowing Judge Christian
$1,000 extra for residiog st Richmond, The
salary of reporter of the Court of Appeals is re-
duced from $1,500 to $1,200,

The pay of the judges of the Cironit Courls
is reduced from $2,000 to $1,600, except in the
Seventh Circnit Court, where it is left at
$2 300.

The salary of the county judges is reduced
from $350 to $280, and $20 extra given for
every 1.000 inhabitaots over 10,000.

The salary of the Attorney Generalis not re-
duaoced. _

_The Auditor of Pablic Accounts, Second Au-
ditor, and Treasurer are prohibited from em-
ploving aoy extra clerks,

The resolation memoralizing Congress to
grant pensions to the soldiers and widows of
soldiers of the Mexican war was passed,

The bill appropriatiog $400 to purchase a
barial place for convicts outside of the limits of
the ity of Richmond was passed,

A bill ia relation to unlawful fishiog was re-
ferred.

l_ndlln Affairs,

Nxw Yo=K, Jan. 19.—A Lawrence, Kansas,
special says: A cily ro%o'ftor held an inter-
view to-day with Dr. m. Nicholson, late
Central Superintendent of Indian Affairs, in
this city. In reply to various questions, Dr.
Nicholson states that the Superintendency was
discontinued because 1t is the policy of the
present Commissioner of Indian_ Affairs to re-
quire agents to report directly to Washinglon. ‘

Letter from Richmond.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |
RicBMoND, Janoary 18, 1875,
Io the Housz, to day, Mr. Barbour presented
another billin reference to the State debt,
which was referred to the Finance Committee.

It reads as follows:

1. Beit ecacted by tha General Assembly,
That thera :hall be u board for aaditing aod al-
lowing the amount justly due to tha owners of
any bonds or stocks claimed to be due by this
Commonwealth. Thassid Board ¢hsll consist
of the Tressurer and Second Auditor and ehsll
be designsted as the Board for Auditicg tke
Public Debt of Virginia.

9. Whenever the eaid Board shall be equslly
divided on any vote it shall immediately fix &
time and place for an adjourned meeling, and
notify the Attorney General of such equsl divi-
sion and of the time and place fixed for such ad-
journed meeting, Thereupon’ it shall be the
duty of the Attorney General to attend tne said
adjourned meeting, when he chall vote as &
member of said Board on the gquestion or queas
tions about which said Board a: its last mesting
may bave 8o equally divided,

5. The owners of any of the bonds or stocks of
this Commonwealth outstanding prior to the 30th
day of March, 1571, may present the same 10 the
Board for Auditing the Pablic Debt of Virginia.
Wrerenpon, it sball be the duty of said Board to
asoertain and record what is the amonnt of two
thirds of the nterest justly due or 1o become dne
thereon to the first day of July, 1878. And the
owners of such bonds or stocks issued subsequent to
the zaid 20th day of March, 1571, may present the
same Lo the sald Board ; wherenpon it shall be the
duty of the said Board to ascertain and record what
is the amonnt Justly dae or to become due thereon
to the 1st day of July, 1875.

4. The owner of any euch bonds or stocks in fail
discharge of all his demands against this Common-
wealth on acccunt of the bonds or slocks 80 presen-
ted 1o the said Board may fund the amount ascer-
tained to be dne to him in the manner prescribed by
the third section of this act ln three per centum
registered bonds of this Commonwealth of the dc-
nomination of one hundred and multiples thereof,
aated July 1, 1&7%, and to become due and payable
thirty vears after date. For apy fractional sums
less than $100 certificates shall be istued bearing
the same date and rate of interest and payable at
\he same time as the bonds issued under this sec-
tion, which certificates in sums of $100 or any mul-
tiple thereof shall be exchangable for bonds of the
character here¢in authorized to be lssned, and new
certificates of like cheracter may he ssued for any
fractional sums less than $100 that may remain in
making such exchange.

5. That to pay the annunal interest and redeem
the principal of the bonds aunthoriged to be issned
by this act the entire apnnal rpet revenne from the
tax or licenses shall be and is hergby set apart and
appropriated unti!, together with such other rev-
enue as the General Assembly may dedicate to the
same purpose, the whole principal and interest of
the said bonds shall be paid.

i3, This act shall be in force from ita passage.

The House and Senate both were rather thin
to-day in pumbers, Quite a pumber of the
members of the House have been taken down
with chills and fevers, which are prevailiog to
ao alarming extent amoog the people's repre-
sentatives, Dr, Cox has his haods full of cases.
Tke doctor is called into use so much a3 a phy-

sician by bis brother members that be is ofien
kept from bLis seat ino the House. The fact is
that the doctor is a numbzr one physician, and
then he recagnizas the fict that courtesy is due
to his brother members and—anever charges —
Can it be wondered that he is popular.

Nex: week the fight on the debt question
will probably open in earnest. Mr. Moffett's
bill haz been r2ported from the Committee on
Fioanez and is pow before the Housa, It is
idle to conceal the fact that the Moffatt read-
justers are very stroog in this Legislatare, and
the indications seem toshow that Mr, Batbour's
proposition stands a good show of beiog
adopted,

Mr. Ashton, member of the House from
Kiog George, to day presected a bill to impose
a tax of ope cznt on every cigar sold and two
cents upon every package of cigarettes, and
makiog each dzaler pay a fee of seventy-five
cants to the Commissioner of the Revennz for
iscuing their liccnses. The bill provides far-
toer that the Moffett register shall be used to
iadicate the oumber of cigars sold, aod that
each dezler shall keep a book aed eoter therein
the number of al! the cigars 85ld, and testify to
its correctness on 02th, The act is bazed main-
ly npon the Moffett law. There bhas been no
expression of epinion upon it from members of
tne Housz bzciusz it i3 not befora that body
yet, but the cigar meo are raisicg particular
mischisf absut it.

The Honse had asother :quabble over the
subjzet of fisk today. So far there hes been
more talkiog on the sutjeet of fish thao tbe
debt, and the members are so divided apon it
that the discussion wiil probably be eaatioued
to the close of the session. Sach a nuirance
bas all this talk become that members taro
away io disgust at the sight of a fish, and shed
tears when they s2e the much-abnsed oyster,
while the f2w crabs who have orawled up as
high as Richmoand are caten hard aod pain-
fully,

There i3 one member of the Lagislatura who
boasts that he has voted against every biil in
the body.

So far Mr. Heary, the newly elected dele-
gate to the House from Richmond, has done
all the talkiog for one delegation, it I except
(en, Anderson, Mr. Henry i3 s grandsoo of
the well known Patrick, and will make his mark
in the body.

Baltimore Conference ﬁ.' E. Church,
Soulh.

The Baltimore Confercmee M. E. Chureh,
Bouth, will mect on the 6th of March, in St
Paul’s M. E. Church, South, Rev. Dr. Cox,
pastor, West Fayette street, near Republican
street. By role of this Conference the minis-
ter can remaio at ona charge four years, The
ooly changea necessary to be made uander this
rale io Baltimore are Rav, W. W. Walker,
pastor of Trivity Church, corner Madisin
avepue and Preston street, and Rev, J. A.
Kero, pastor of Central Chareb, Harlem
Kqaare. It issaid that Mr. Walker will oot
accspt an appoiotment to aoy particnlar charge
at the next cooference, but will remova to bis
home, in Westmoreland county, Va. Mr,
Walker in early life joined the Conference of
the M. P. Charch, and for some years contin-
ued io the itinerapcy. After his marriage he
left the itinerancy and went to live upon a
farm in Westmoreland county, Subsequently
he entered upon the practice of law, in which
he became prominent in Richmond, Northum-
berland, Westmoreland and Lancaster counties,
Va., still retainiog his conneotion with the
churoh as a local preacher.

When the Methodist Protestaot Church and
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in
that seotion of eountry united, Mr. Walker be-
came identified with the latter denomination.
Four years ago he was induced to accept the
pastorate of Trinity Church, and came to Bal-
timore to live, although continuing his prac-
tice to & considerable extent in the Yirginia
courts—his old clients insistiog oo his ocontin-
uing as their attorney in settiing up pendiog
cases. Mr. Walker owns 2,500 acres of land
in Virgiois, sod is in very comfortable circum-
stances,—Baltimore Sun.

!i;h}e Failures

NeEw Yorxk, Jan. 19.—Powera, Gaston &
Co., extensive jobbers in boots and shoes, Daane
sod Chureh streets, have saspended. Liabili-
ties $260,000; nominal assets $265,000; resl
$150,000. Geo. L. Watrous & Co., iobbers
in hats, furs and straw goods, Broadway, have
assigned. Liabilities $100,000; assets unknowo,
Jobo Thomas, mining stock broker, Broad
street, and late president of the Queen of the
West Silver Miniog Compsny, bas made an
uaignn:lent. Liabilities $88,000; assots merely
nominal,

Thos. Hunt._ulmost the last of the old line
mz:{’l!;'é'““ of New York, died there yesterday,
ag ,

EXANDRIA GAZET

Foreign News,
ENGLAND.
Io the House of Commons the (Jacen’s ad-
dress was moved by the Hon, Wilbraham Eger-
ton and seconded by Mr. Robert Tenoant, mem-

ber for Leeds=. _

In reply to the Queen’s speech, the Marqais
of Hartington repeated the accusition that the
goveromest wilfully essumed 8 posiiioo of is9-
lation. It was oot elear whether the govero-
meot’s appeal to the hberality of Parliament |
was immediate or coutisgent oo th2 further !
prosecu:ion of the war. There were grave ob-
jectioos to such a vote. Th2 reasoes given for
it io tbe royal speech Wwere so vazue that 1t
ceemed eitber as if the goveromeot koew what
be unexpeeted oecurreces they mentlon Was
and wished to bring it oo, or were tempiiog the |
Turks to farther resistene:. X

Sir Staffard Nortkeote, Chaceelior of the
Exchequer, complaioed of the opposition’s per-
sistent misrepresentation of the goveroment s
policy in allegiog the goveromeat had a fixed
determination to go to war on behalfof Tarkey.
As regarded their alleged isolation, Esgland
was in the sawe pasition as cther neutral Pow.
ers and would speak out wheo it was deemed
pecessary.

The goveroment did not koow what the
Russian proposais for peace would be.—
They bad at present po propasals to make
themseives. It th: Russian propasals 10
any way afficied the srraogzments between
the Euorop:an Powers they must reeeive
the ugsent of those Powers ‘The pesition
of the goveromaot was one of cacsiderable del
icacy and aoxiety. Tbey bad wo proposals to
mak2 at presént, but thought it right to say it
might bzcome their duty to put thetseives 10
a position to epable them to take the veesssary
precautions.

They were as apxicus 33 aoyoue (o avuld the
horrors of war and stop the present cooflics,
but at the same time they bzlicved now was
the time when, by prope: action, they csuld
prevent farther cawbroilmant, The poveroment
had no secret iatentions bur eduld not hope for
sucaess unless they had the proper support ol
Parliameant.

Mr. Gladstooe asked if be rightly understood
the goveromeot had no proposals to make io
regard to this graut uotil they koew the Rus
sian conditions ?

Sir Staffsrd Northeote replied affirmatively,

Mr. Gladstone was glad to hear thar, lle
could not complain of the waroiog that the gov-
ernment might have to ask a grant, but thouzlit
pothiog yet waa knowo justityiog such a de
mand.
Mr. Mitehell Heors moved an awcedment
to the address prayiog ao :xamioalidn ioto
1rish grievances,

After some further disenssion the debate was
adjouroad,

‘The Londsn Times of this morpiog, in its
leadiog editorial artic'e, says : **Nothiog more
satisfactory to the couotry withk respeet to the
immediate conrse of publie affairs couid wall
have occarred thao the declarations which
were yesterday made in the Quecn’s specch,
as well as by the mioisterial leaders 1o the 1w
houses of Parliament, The alirms recently
raised respectiog the possibility ot a warlike
polioy being adopted by the goverement may
pow be finally dizmissed.”

The same paper, commentiog on the docu
meatseontaioed in the 13 ue Bock, which was
published yesterday, says: ‘‘In Lord Derby's
recznt dispatches we cannot fiad a traes of the
apprehensions, such as alooe csuld have justi
fied the late outbreak of war leeling in ecrtzio
goarters, 1t is pow akbundantly cicar that the
teeling was confined to a small, thouzh poisy,
minority, butit will be a satisfaction acd rlict
to the whole conntry to koow that it fouud po
echo iothe official utterane»s of the govern:
ment."’

1a the House of Commosz, yesterdzy cvea-
iog, the amendment to the address, moved by
Mr. Mitehe!l [leory, that an ezamioation be
made into the Irish grievances, was= rejre.ed
by avoteof 301 to 48. The eddress wes theo
agreed to,

THE EASTERN WAR,

A dispatch from Constantinople covtaios (Le
following: “'Queen Vicioriz's specch has
causcd copsiderable dissppoiotment here, lhe
Turkish peace delegates have arrived &b Kara-
buper. Itis reported that the Grand Duke
Nicholas is at Yeni Saghra. At Thursday’'s
sitting of the Chamber a message {rom the
Grand Viz'er was read ackiog the deputies to
appoiot five of their pumber to share in the
delibzrations of the committee of Sepators,
Ulemas and officers, which will dircet military
measures io the event of the failure of armis-
tice negoliations.’’

The British Coosul at Copstantinople has
asked permission to leave, but Minister Layard
ordered him to remain at bis post.  Mra. Lay-
ard bas given assistaoce to 40,000 refugees
within the last five days. The British guoboat
Torch has disembarked a number of refugees
at Bourghas, and Eoglich marioes are patrol-
ing the streets of that place.

A Russian dispatch apnounces that Geoeral
Skobeleff eatered Philippopolis on the 16th in-
siant and extioguished the flimes ie the Bul
garian dwellings, which had beeo fired by the
retreating Turks.

A special from St. Petersburg says: "'A
person who helped to draw up the armistice
conditions states that they are such asare oot
likely to be accepted by the Turks,”’ The same
dispatch states that the Minister of the Interior
has instructed (he press to be moderate io its
remarks abont Austria and Eoglaod.

A Pera dispatch has the following: “'Itis
said that the Grand Doke Nicholas, accompan-
ied by his staff and General Igoatizff, met the
Tuarkish delegates on Friday morniog at a sta-
tioo on the Jamboli railroad. The Grand Dake
had advanced to meet the delegates because of
the difficulty oo the road, and courteously io-
vited them to retarn by carriage with him.”'

Queen Victoria telegraphed to the Saltan
that he was already acquainted with the action
of the British Goveroment, and that she had
herself urged the Czar to make a prompt and
honorable peaze.

The Tarks have cvacuated Kasan, south of
Osman Bazaar. The Russians hereby sccure
the head of another Balkan pass. All the war
material, ete,, has been removed from Usmap
Bazaar to Eski Dfuma,

A Constantisople correspoudent telegraphs:
“I am assured that the Couneil of Mioisters
to day decided to order the Turkish Ambassa-
dorsat Vieooa and Loodon to require ap ex-
planation of the protests against a Separate
peace recently lodged by Austria and Kogland,
and to ask how far Turkey may count upon the
support of those conatries. "’

A corrcspondent at Vieopa declares posi-
tively *‘that Austria has made no communica:
tion to the Porte concerning the terms of peace
sioce her answer (o the Porte’s note of Decem-
ber 12 askiog mediation. The present report
geems to be founded mpon reservations which
Austria then made.”

A oorrespondent at Pera states that the
Tarkish deiegates met the Grand Duke Nicho-
las at Tiroova Semooli, and prelimioary notes
were exohanged., The Graod Duke then ao-
nounoed that be bad decided to treat only at
Adriapople, which should be immediately
evacuated. The delegates haviog assented,
orders were telegraphed to Djemil Pasba to
evaouate Adrianople. Upon this decision being
communicated to the foreign coosuls at Adria-
nople they telegraphed to their Ambassadors
for ipstruotions, and were ordered to remain
and proteot their countrymen. Djemil Pasha
then prepared to retire upon the tortified lines
before Adrisnople, where reinforcements are
now conceatrating. The Russiaos will probably
arrive at Adrianople in two days, Tirnova Sem-
enli being thirty-five kilometres distant there-

from, Negotiations wiil then begin, It is gen-

TE AND VIR

G

eral'y thought herz that the wizest policy is for
Tarkey to make peace at once,

L.oNpox, Jao, 19.—The Times’ Bucharest
corrz=pondzct, who hzs zooe to Giurgevo to
try acd cross the Dinube at that place into
Bualgaria, telegraphs from Giargevo as follows:
“The mortality among the Turkish prisoners
at Fratizhti is fearfal. The station of Fratichti
iz beesming & terror to travelers between Buch-
arzst and the Dagnbe, Evenif there is soth:
1oz worze there than ordinary typhus, the
mortalits evidenced by the pumerous graves in
the plain surrounding the prisopers’ camp jas-
tifirs the apprebensions of (ravelers, I saw
Tlus:isn soldicrs diggiog huge graves, and pear
them fifty Turkish cerpses lsing io coofused
Leaps, as they were emptied from the dead
carts, Their rageed, half clad forws, aod the

frost bites visible on their paked limbs, gave

evideoce of the hardsbips they had suffered oo
their dreadinl mareh from Nikopolis."”
CCEA

A report that an armistie2 has beeo conclod-
edio (uba bztween the Spaciards acd the
pitriots is cfficially denied, but a saspension of
hastilitizs has beeo ordered in a small part of
the smail distriet of Cawsaguey, to receive
overtures from the remainiog mewbers ol the
(Caban Coogress :m-; their prineipa! chicttains
who have tzken refuee there,

———
The Pioneer Mills.

I the U. 8, House of Represantative, yes
terday, in the Committee of the Whole, Mr,
Caldw-ll, of Tenoessee, in the chair, the Lili
for the relief ot W, H, Newman aosd L. Al

Van Hoffman was read. Lt dircets the Seere
targ of the Treasury tc pay W, . Newwan
apd 1. A. Veo Holfmao the :um of §18,430.67,
in fuil campeosation for the usz of the Piooeer
Mills, in Alexandris, Virginia, by the Upited
Sistes authorities durioe the late war,

Mr. Jones, of QOtlo—1 desire to stato bricfly
my obj2etion to this bill.  As [ voderstaod i,
this iz a bill to pay a elaim for the rept o! mill
property in Alexandria, Virgioia, oceupied by
the Uoited States troops duriog the war. 1
think there are serions objzetions to the pay-
ment by special enactment of all this class of
claims. As prelimicary to what I wish to say
oo this sutjzer, | send to the Clerk’s desk and
ask to have read the paragrapbs which i have
marked in aletter writteo by Samuel J, Tilden
duriog the late Presideatial cawpaigo, The
portion L ask to be read embraces all that re-
fers to the subjsct ucder consideration,

The Clerk read sz thllows i —

New Yourk, October 21,

Deosr ~ir—1 hiuve received your letter inform-
ing mn that republizans bhigh in authority are
publicly representing that *'the Sonth desires,
not without hope,” to obtain payment {or 1osses
during tho late war and to have provision made
for the rebel debt and for the lossa: of slaves,
As the payment of such losses and claims was
not de:med important enough to deserve the
notica ot ¢ith=r convention at the time it wss
beld, you alea ask muetostats my viewsin regard
to their recognition by the Government. Though
disposed myself to sbile by the izzue as made
up slready, I Lava no besitstion to comply with
your requast. 4 . ; ¥ bd E

Should T be clected President tha provisions
¢fthe fourteenth smendment will, as f{ar as de-
pard: on me, be maintained, executed and en-
turced in perfect sod sbzolute good fisith, No
rebzl debt will be assumed or pail. No claim
f.r luss or emancipstion of any slave wiill ba
allowed. Noelaim for any loss or damage in-
curred by dizloyal perzons, arising from the late
wsr, whether covered by the fourteenth amend-
ment or not, will be recognized or paid, The
cotton tax will not b2 refunded. 1 zhall decm
it my diu.y to veto every bill providing for tae
azzumption or payment of any such debts,
lozses, damages, claims or for refunding any tax.

Trr dunger ta the Naticnal Treasury iz not
from claims of perscas who aided the rebellion,
but from the claims of person: res'ciag inthe
Seutoern States, or having property in those
States, who were or pretended to be, or who
for the szka < siding tke clsirs now pretend to
ho, loyal o tha Goveramesnt of the Unica.
<uch cleims, even of loyal perzons, whera thay
are from acts caused by the operatizn of tue war,
have heen disowned by thepublic law of civilized
nations, condemned by sdjudicetions of the Sup:-
vema Coust of tir2 United Stutes, and only fzd
any status by tha force of specific lzgislation of
Conogresz,  Theea claim: hsve become stsle

grd- sre  ofan tainted  woth o iraud,
Thay are nearly  slwsvs cwred in wkole
or in parl by ciaim egerts, by speculstorns

or lubbists, who have no equity againsl tax-paye«
ers or tha public, They snouid in all eases bs
gerutinized with jzslous care, The calamities to
individusls which were inflicted by th= late war
arefortha most partirreparable. The Govarnmnt
cannot cs!l to life the millien of cur youth who
went Lo urtimely graves, nor compensate for the
wuffarings or sorrow of Lheir relatives or friends.
1t cannot readjust between individusls the bur-
ders of tazation hitherto borne or of debis ia-
eurrad to susiain the Government waoichare yel
to be peid, It canno! &pportion anew &mODE
our citizens the damages or loszes incilent to
military operstions, or re:zulting in every varie-
ty of form from ils measures o1 msaintaining its
own existenca, 1t hss no :afe geperal rule but
to let by-gones be by-gones, to turn from tue
dead past to the new and bsttar future, xnd on
this basis acsure pesace, reconcilation, and frater-
nity batween all sectione, classess and races of
our peopla, 1o th end that all the springs of our
preductive industries may be quickened and
new prozperity crested in which the evils of the
past shall ba forgotten,
Very respectiully yours,
Saw'y, 8. TiLuEN,

Hon, Awav 3, HewrrT,

Mr. Edep. I would like to ,ask
man a question,

Mr, Jopes, of Ohio. 1 will Liear it in 2 mo-
ment when 1 get through,

Now, upon the subjeet of the paymeot of
elaims from States that want into the rebellion,
1 desire to bave read an cxtract from a report
of the Committee of Claims made to the Thir.
ty-pinth Congress, This report was made by
Hoo. Colambus Dzlano, a man of enlarged ex-
periesc: io public affairs; a great lawyer, and
although while a member of President Grant's
eabinet the subject of vituperation and denun-
ciation by the pablic press, yet in courage, ¢3-
pacity, and public integrity one of the foremost
men of this or aoy other country. I send to the

Verk's deek an extract from bis report, which
I desire to have read.

The Clerk read as follows:

1f we go into an inguiry as to the loyalty of
these individusls, my word for it every one of
them will give us tome evidence of loyalty.
You will find that they will be able to procure
ox parte affidavits or evidance of some sort, ap-
parently eufficient for tha establithmant of their
loyalty. These and like considerstions have
brought the committee to the conclusion—and
that conclusion was unanimous—that an effortto
discriminste betwaen the loyal and the disloyal
wonld be an impracticability, and that the result
of it would be to bring this Housa to tha pay=-
ment of all this eluss of claima,

Mr. Jones, of Ohio, This whole subject bas
been so thoroughly discussed that it is ooly
nceassary to allude to what others have said
upon it. I call attention to what was said in
an elaborate and voluminous report made to
the Forty-third Coogress by Hoo. William
Lawrence, thea the able, industrious, and io-
defatigable chairman of the Committee on War
Claim=. After an exhaustive rehearsal of the
law of the subiect, he says:

From 1! this it is apparent thal no committee
of Congress could with any degree of justice,
either to the Government or claimants, investi-
gate eeparate claims, This could only be done
by a body clothed with power to visit gouthern
localities and sscertain facts by a searching
serutiny and personsl eonferences with witness-
es. Ifsny provieion should be made in this
class of claims, it should be in a meda very dif-
ferent than that of an examination of claims in
detail on ex parte evidence by a commiitee of

Congress.

That is exsctly what is proposed to be dooe
if we pass claims of the eharacter of the one
pow uander discussion. 1 have thus called at-
tention to reports made by these two distio-
guished chairmen of former committees and
also to what was said upon thia class of claims
by a distioguiched candidate for the Prsideney,

the gentle-

referriog the other side of the House to lhel
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lacguage of that letter, and this side to the

expressions of the two ablz chairmen of the
committees to whom I bave referred. It will
oot be cimed by anybody that there is any
law which farnishes a legal basis for the pay-
ment of tke class of c'aims under consideration,
If raid at all, it s simply an 2¢t of geoerous
bepificeoce. 1 koow that it was said the other
day that this claim Was based upon a contract ;
but when that quzstion wasexamined it turoed
out that some sizteen years ago, in 1551, when
our army =ntered Alexandria, where the brave
Eilsworth lost his life in tearing down the Con-
federate flag which up to that time bad foated
over (hat eity, there wasa mill there worth, 1
believe, aceording to the statement, $160.000,
wihich was leasad by partics in New York,
who were using it and were donbtless grind-
ieg out subsistence for the Confederate army
at Mapassas. An officer of the army takes
possession of it and io tke Lurrs and excite-
meaot he is asked the question by the occopant,
“Will I get any pay forit?" and replies, *'If
you are loyal, you wiil get your pay’’'—a mere
optoion expressed without coosideration and
without authcrity, and pow that is dressed up
as theugh it were a contract, Eveéry man who
is familiar with the maoner in which this kiod
of property was takeo possession of koows that
there was oothiog 1o 1t that warrants the ap-
plication of tbe term of costract toit. The
capture of Alexandria reodered the property
pseless to the lessees aod to the owoers, asd it
was used by the Goveroment, &nd that isall
there 13 of 1,

Now this elaim which is pushed probably, in
the language of Mr. Tilden, by some claim
ageot, comes bere under such circumstances
that we eaonot tell whether this money, if we
pay it by this speeial act, will go to the essees
f this property, who it i3 claimed were loyal,
or to the wan who owoed the ground or which
the witl stood, about whose loyalty there is ao
owinous silecee, or to the agents of those in
whose pama the claim is made, or wiil be equal-
ly divided Letween them all, I call attection
to the fact that this aciion ol the committee
that reported this bill to the preseot House
woeuld open a door to tbis larze eclass of
claims; aod it is a littde siogolar that pow
is the first time that one of this elass of clalms
Las ever found its way to the private cal-
codar through the favorable action of a com:
mittee of this Housa, Ic¢ 15 a little singular
that riclit after the clos: of the Presidential
ciovass, when votes were obtained by these
prolessions of opposition to the paymeat of
elaims ol this class, we fiad the other side of
the Hous: pressiog such claims to sn allowaoce,

Mr. Bright,  Will the geotlewan permit me
to make a correction 7 I'hisclaim 13 oot re-
ported {rom the Comumittee of Claims, but from
the Qommittee on War Claims, as [ unader-
stand.

Mr, Jooes, of Ohio. Very well; whatever
may be the committee from which the claim
comes the eaze is the came; it belongs to that
class of claims referred to by the geotlemen
who made the reports from the Committees on
Claims and Accounts to which I have ecalled
attention, and by the swriter of the letter which
has beco read.

Mr, Bright. [ only wished to set the gen-
tleman right 8s to the facts,

Mr. Sprioger. 1 wish to ask the geotleman
from Ohio whether the claim now before the
Committce ot the Whole is in his jadgment
such a claim as thos2 referred to in Mr. Til-
den’s letter which be has cansed to be read at
the Clerk's desk ?

Mr, Jonaz, of Ohio.  Yes, sir: io my judg-
ment it is. Lo the latter part of that letter, as
the geotleman will fiod it he peruses it care-
fu:ly, Mr, Tildeo sliudes to the danger to the
public T'reasury from claims made by persoos
claiming to be loyal ; and be alludas to the far-
ther fact that slmost aoybady can get a certifi-
cate of !27alty.

Mr. Finlzy. Cezo aoybody get a certificate of
logalty from Mr. Frarts?

Mr. Joges, of Ohia. I am oot here to make
any discrimioation as to persaps, Mr. Evarts's
~artificate is to b2 trzated io (be same way as
certificates of other reputable men are to be
trzated, We eaa por afford to vote §18,000 of
the people’s m2n:y upya certifieates aloge of
ansbody, espzeially whes we thereby opeo the
daor to the presentation of claims for millisos
vl dollags,

I propose to trzat this matter fairly, [t may
be said tbat it wil! oot da for the Gaveroment
to refoze parmact of clsims of this character,
If that b2 so, 1 a:k wo:zther it is oot right,
whether it iz 0ot a simp'2 aet of justice that
this Huze shall treat all losa!l claimanes alike
whea they beloog to presiszly the zane class

For instaces, this Hous2 eaonot safely con-
vert its21f into a suberdioate bureau of tke
War Dzpartment ; this House caooot safely go
into thoe bosipess of aunditioe, adjastiog, and
allowinz claims, because to do s> would take
up ail our time ycar after year, as has
been shown in the elaborate reports to
which I have calied attention. What then
should bz dope, if aogthiog? My posi-
tion is this: If these claims are to be
paid it 1s the duty of this House, and this
Housz caooot eseape that respopsibility, of
deviziog some means whereby al! loyal claim-
aots io the Southern States will be (reated
alike. I understaod it to be the fact that dur-
ing this Congress a bill was introdaced by a
gzotleman oo the opposite side looking to the
examipation and adjudieation of all claims of
precisely the samea character with the one now
pendiog betore this Comumittee of the Whole,
and that the committee of this House to whom
it was referred reported it back adversely, If
I am wrong io that I hope the gentleman from
Texas will correct me, I'be point I make,then,
is this: If it be true that this House, through
its proper organ, the committee baviog the
subject in charge, will not adopt any general
legislation in reference to the class of claims to
which this belongs ;if it i3 to shut the public
door against loyal men who hold these claims
all over the Southern country acd say it will
not pay them, it should not open a private
door tbroughk which favorites can push their
olaims and get them paid ; that would ba to
make fish ol onec man’s claim and flesh of
another.

I wish to say farther (and 1 have no other
object in speaking at the present time thao to
address myself to the businessbefore the House)
that every time we pass a claim of this kiod
through the House, every time we audit such
a8 olaim aod pass it because the claimant has
some iofinential friend here to push it through,
we do the grossest injastice to all other claim-
ants of a like character who are uoable by
reason of the want of a general law to get
their olaims acted upon. It is our duty,
where thereisa class of claimants like those
pow askiog for relief, not to pass apy special
law, but oo the conirary to reject all special
enactments acd at the earliest practicable mo-
ment devise a general law by which all loyal
claimants from the Soutbern States ehall be
treated alike, Itis a responsibility froin which
we cannot cscape—that either all or none should
be andited and adjasted as they all rest upon
precisely the same principle,

Mr, Sprioger. I desire to remark, io reply
to what the gentleman from Ohio has stated in
regard to the letter of Mr, Tilden, which has
beeo read at the Clerk’s desk—
~ Mr. Hapna, [ move the committee rise, as
it is now balf past ooe o’olock, to take up the
resolutions from the Secoate, notifying this
House of the death of Senator Morton,

Mr. Eden. | hope the gentleman will wait
a momeat,

Mr. Sprioger. I thought the time fizad for
the special order was two o'clock,

The Chairman. No; balf past one.

Mr, Eden. Of course I do not propose to
resist the motion of my colleague, but I hope
he will withhold it until a correction can be

made.
Mr. Jones, of Oinio. I still hold the floor,

but will yield to a qaestion if that gentleman
wishes to ask me one.

—
Mr. Eden. Ido notresist the motion
gentieman from Indiana if ke presses iy,
Mr. Spricgar, I wizh to make 8 correns:,

Mr, Hanos, I will yield for that purpos.
Mr. Townsend, of New York. I hops

gentleman wiil yield, e0 we may hear Tt
insagural. [Laughter] SR

Mr. Springer. Before tbe commitias ;.
desire a cozrection to be made. Ttz

ﬁr. gon_ee, of(}iizg. 1‘Verjr weall,

r. Springer. e letter cauzed to te 1.
&t the clerk's desk by the gantloman :'Jr\:‘; r';ia?
waz written by Mr. Tilden in October ez ...
refers to “'claims arising cut of the oparstic
toe war,”” while the case before the con
is tuat of & claim by citizens of New Yorg ..
rent of a building owned by them in A‘_'.s:,'."
dria, Virgicis, ard rented to the (Qusrtormge.,
ter's Department and used by the bover:.'ru;.:f'

tlﬁac'n\im on 1ha part of northern cit e
who bad neibing to do with the rebellior g
18 N0 MOTe & Cisim arising out of 1L opera, ..
of the War than a claim for the rent of a by i,

Dg to the Government in this city. o

f{;.\lr.l‘(‘.{onger._ I wish to asz the gentlam,.
rom [llinois whnether 2 magrs plain 1z;

letter of Mr. Tilden &5 not inclguctlli}n;igg?‘z- o
acter of war claims:? i
e A e e el i
fer 2 such & claim 83 1oy

now before the commitltes, This claim .
notbing to do with Southern war ¢laime ';u«'-""'
Mr. Tilden opposed in his letter. Iiis -or'-».sf.,
contrary, a claim of northern citizans, who rq-
notbm%to do with tka war, £yr rent of propess
owned by them in Alexandria, which waz »ar-)
ed to the Government and uzed by tha (Govesr.
ment. Alexandria was excepted by Mr. Li..
colr's proclamation, and was not daclarzdy. o.
in inzurrection, ’

Mr. Conger. Isthe gentleman authorz .1y
gay that Mr, Tilden did not mesn to inelyis
this class of elaims’ Tne country would | 5.1,
know it, T

Ar, Sprioger.
evil therecf.' Iam oanly ecorreciing
into which the gentleman from Urls naz f
and stating that the letter of Mr, T. dzn, w
was read, referred to claims growizg 24t o
“caused by the operationsof the war. anlss.-
any way to the presentelnimonticepart o foriL-
ern citizens for property rented toths gover,
ment. I sm speakiog of thiz c¢aim, w2 1.
only, and wish it to be uadarsiood tna Mr. T..-
den's lettar dozs not, as urgad by the gentizna:
from Otio, relate at all to claims lize ¢
now pending.

Mr, Congar, Toacoustry suj
did izeclude all such claims.

Mr. Miils, The gentlemen need ntb. .a:-
esting themszalves shout Mr. Tildea. fornzw
not be tha democratic nominza for Presidan: -
135), '

Mr, Jones, of Ohio. I yeld 5 the gau: -
man from Indianns to made hiz motion

Mr, Haona, I move tha committee ris.

The molion was agraad to.

1'he committea accordingly aroe:
spasker baving resumadl tha chsis, M-
well, of Tenn., reported that tha Commitizs o ;
the Whole House had bad under consideras -
the Private Calendar, and particulsr.y s o,
(H. X, No, 1503 for the relief of W. H. New.
man aod L, A, Vanhofwman, and kad cow: ¢
no rezolution thereoa.

f tha
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News ot the Dnay.

The members of the Lonisiasa Ratarains
Board were arraigned ia the Supzriye Ceimios
Courc of New O¢leans, yestorday, Taziodie
meot charges them with forgery aod witn
altering the returos of Veroon parish, Tazie
counsel made a motion to g 1esh the inlictmen
oo the ground that the proczediogs wera irr:
gular, The wotion was overroled withou.
argument. Tnemembers of the Board then
pleaded pot gatliy, and were admitted ta bal
oo their old bands. The dsy of trial was oo
fixad.

Eigbteen manths azo a Mrs. Dilss, houss
kaeper for Joo. Llovd,a farmar liviog at Penas
vill2, pear Salem, N. J., wais marderad ao!
her body harribly mudfated. The eircow:
stape2s of the marder remaiosd a mystery uoi!
a fow days ago, whao ceriain facts were dis
ciosed warrantiog the arrest of a colored muu
io the emplas of L'agd as the murderer. The
esideace, 1t 13 said, 1s comelnsive of hiz guiln

The revepuz catter McLzan bas reinrued
t3 Galveaton from bzr s:cond eraise ia searsh
of tha dredze boat MeAllister and reporis
findinz a portion of the dredg2, establsiio
almost bzyood doubt ber lass.  The scbador:
Vensl, repcrted missing in these dispatehs.
ic saf2 at Sabio2 Pass,

The exaaty eamptrallzr of Alleghany eanary,
Pa., makes the folowiog es:imate of the o=
by the risiz ;—Sirictiy privata propernty, 30 /-
ox: mizsd  property, iocluding freieb -
$1.100 oo, siriet'y ratiroad property, §i,120.-
(e)7; taral, £2,010, 000,

A furtber postposement 0f oge Week was
granted to day by the cour: oo the heario: ¢t
tha question of the receivership for the Che rter
Oak Life Icsurance Compaoy.

Tw®o bags, Geo. Kosebeski acd Jobo Wio
tzrs, broke through the ice while skatiog a!
Columbusviie, l. L., sesterday, aod weis
drowoed.

Joha Maxson's woolea mill, at Chester, Pe.,
was destroyed by fire this moroing. liass esu
mated from $135,000 to 20,000, tully insured.

The postofice at Northhead, Grand Mapaa,
N. B., with tke contents, was burped to-day.
All the Island mails were consumed.

From Washington.
|SPECIAL TO THE ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE. |
WasamNgron, D, C., Jap. 14

Io the House ot Representatives yesterday
amoog the petitions presented was one by Mr.
Goode, of Va., of citizzns of Norfolk, Ports
mouth and Norfolk county, Virginia, for the
establishment of a quarantioe hospital by the
(Government, at the cotrance of Elizabeth river,
which was referred to the Committee on Naval
Affairs.

Mr. Huntoo, of Va, presented the papers
relatiog to the claim of W, T. Taosill woich
were referred to the Committee oo Claims,

A bill was iotroduoed ia the Scoate yes
terday for the nooveyaney of low grouads,
koowa a3 the Kidwell Bottoms, in front
of the city of Washiogton. The bill provides
that the powers and duties heretofore devolved
upon and vested in “‘the mayor of the city of
Washiogtoo for the time beiog” be vested in
the Seeretary of the Iaterior, who shall exe-
cate the deeds thereby required, uoder his
hand and official s2al.

The District Commissioners yesterday ad
dressed a communication to the chairman of the
House Committee oo the District of Columbis}
inviliog Lhe favorable consideration of the com
mittee to a communoication relatiog to an ob
struction io the chaopel of the Potomac river,
koown as the Virginia and Georgetowo chaone!
and the request for a Coogressiooal appropria
tion tor the removal of the same. The objeet
of the Commissioners 13 to bespeak, as fur as
proper, its influence in obtainiog the appropri
ation asked for.

The well known gambling hoase of John
Wills and Jerra Jewell was raided by the po
lice last night.

The republican Senators held a camcas yes
terday for a further consideration of the charges
against Sergeant at Arma Freoch, The dis
cussion oo the part of Freach’s opponeots
was guite acrimonious at times, but the caucu+
adjourned without taking definite action, and
afterward referred the matter to a committee
of five Senalors.

Mrs, Hayes held a reception this eveniog.

A Seoatorial investigating comumittee will
make a uoasimous report fully exonerating
Seoator Grover from all complicity in any at-
tempt of bribery or corruption to secure his seat
in the United States Seoate.

Mrs. F. A. Wood, daughter of ex-Seoator
M. S. Foote, has been appointed to a clerkship
in the Dead Letter Offize at a salary of $900
per anoum.

The *‘Baby's Best Frieod” is Di Buil's

Baby Syrup, since it maiataios the baby's
diarrhees,

health by keeping it free from cul@c.

ete. Price 25 cts.
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