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Senator .Sherman ia a wise man In his

generation. He is a candidate for the next

Presidency, and seeiog how the cat 13 going
to jump on one of the questions likely to be
involved in the contest for that office, he

has already announced his intention of

jumping with it. The question alluded to is

reciprocity with Canada, and the removal
of all restrictions upon trade between this

and that country ; on which he comes out

emphatically in the affirmative. In this he

is right. It is too late in the nineteenth
century, and the inhabitants of the earth are

too homogtnious now, for intelligent people
to put. up auy longer with any sort of trade

restrictions. Such people kcow they have

a natural right to tell iu the dearest and

buy in the cheapest market, and as they ate

rapidly increasing in number-, the influence
ofibeir votes is becomiug potential. The

protectionists are too strong to permit them

to hope for entire free trade set awhile, but

the drift iu that direction is bo upparent that

they do hope- for free trade at least with
Canada, and Mr. Sbermau Is as well aware

of that drift as they are, aud, as stated, has
entered thecurreut. But if free trade with
Canada would be beneficial to this country.
aud every ordinarily informed man knows it

would be.why would it not be more so if
extended to Mexico, and Ceutral and South
America, to Cuba, to the European countries,
a .id to all theother countrieson the face of the

g'o je ? How Mr. Sherman cau be iu favor
of free trade with Cauadu, and of a high
tariff on even the prime necessaries of life
mule in t.li other count ties, is hard to com¬

prehend, except upon the grounds tbut he
knows protection is losing strength in his
own section, that ho thinks anything is

justifiable in luw aud morals that will break
down the democratic paity, aud that he be-

libVdS, with General Katun, that a modem

politician cannot tiU'ord to be consistent.

Tue boom for the blue laws seems to be

spreading all over the country, iu spirit as

well us in letter, from Maine to Texas. It
inus:, however, subside, sooner or later. De¬
mant' will produce supply, aud people who
want liquor und cigars v> ill not he lung in

having their want4 supplied, even on Sun.
dm Then, too, it must bo considered that

Sunday is the only day in the week on

which the vast majority of the people of this
country have any lei&ure. The attempt,
therefore, to debar i hem from rational on-

joymenls, and from the right to partake of
those enjoyments with a smooth face, on

tbtit day, canuot be successful, as it is re¬

pugnant to the spirit of free institutions, and
contrary even to the dictates of common

sense. Luwh iuteuded to restrict aud re¬

strain the personal and uutural liberty of

the citizen are incompatible with the spirit
of republican government, even if enforced
by a mpjority vote, for no ten men have the
lie lit to prevent nine others (mm drinking
a glasj of fool beer, or from being shaved
on a hot d*y, even if that day he the first
day of the week.

There are one hundred counties and
several large and prosperous cities in Vir

ginia.and yet the Virginia legislature refused
to compromise the Virginia debt, and there
by remove the stain of repudiation from
the State, and take down the bars that now
obstruct the inflow of capital and immigra¬
tion iuto her borders, simply because the

agents of the foreign holders of Virginia
bonds asked the comparatively insignificant
sum of about one hundred thousand dollars
more annual interest on that debt than it
was willing to. provide for, aud tbaU, too,
though more than that sum would have
been derived next >ear from the taxes on

the new capital that would have beeu at

tracted to the State by the honorable and
satisfactory settlement of her public debt.
It is hoped the legislature may have no

cause to regret its action, but it must be con¬

ceded that the grounds for such hope are

not easily seen.

The Washington Republican is still
harping on the preposterous subject of the
re annexation of Alexandria to the District
of Columbia, and now eays it "has done its

part ia calling attention" to the matter. It
has done that, to be sure, and having done
so, it should rest from its vain and useless
iebor.

FROM WASHINGTON.
[Special Correspondence of the Alexa. Gazette ]

Washington, D. C, May Id, 1887.
The chief of a bureau in one of the gov¬

ernment departments here told the Ga¬
zette's correspondent to-day that the influ
ence of the G. A. R. controlled all the pat¬
ronage of all those departments ; so much so
that useless and even incompetent employ¬
ees are retained in their places solely by it.
He also said there is not one of the depart¬
ments that could not, without causing the
least delay in the transaction of the business
thereof, dispense with at least twenty five
per cent, of its clerical force. He said tbat
under the present syttsm in operation in
the departments, work is actually duplica
ted there in order to give employment to

the republican clerks who have held pluces
therein for yuais.
A gentleman beie to-day who attended

all the conferences between the English
commission and the debt committee of the
Virginia legislature, says he was convinced
from the first that nothing would be done,
for the reason that be saw there were mem-

ben of the committee who were opposed to

any sort of a eel 1 lernent. He also eays that
no report other than the one made" could
have been unanimous. He save some

members of the committee would not have
agreed to a settlement eveu cn the terms of

the Riudleberger bill, unless a specific state¬
ment to that effect could have been includ¬
ed in the agreement.

It is 9aid by Virginians now here that
General Mabone. in his next fall's cam¬

paign, will endeavor to make the people of
his State believe that if he be re-elected to
the Senate, he will have influence enough
with the republicans in that body to induce
them to sopporf the idea that tho national
government, by destroying the security up¬
on which the Virginia debt was created, is
hound lor that debt: and that some Virgin¬
ians will be silly enough to believe him.
Whom the President will appoint to fill

the seat un the supreme bench, made vacant
hy the death of Associate Justice Woods, is
still a matter of doubt. Some seem to think
the place will go to Louisiana, as the bench
has often been in need of matter found in
the Code Napoleon, with which Louisiana
lawyers are familiar. Others slill think
that Attorney General Garland will be ap
pointed, in which rase Maryland people
n ant his place to go to Mr. (5 wj nn of their
State. Senators Morgan and George are

also epoken of; but if >it he true that the
President has said he is opposed to appoint
in): any man over fifiy, for tho reason that
euch a man could resign on full pay after
twenty years of service, both tho last two

gentlemen are of course ruled out.
Some of Hie newspaper correspondents of

this citv, w ho went to Alexandria Tuesday
to look'at theshipyard of the ArrowSteam
ship Co., and to inspect the plans and mod¬
el of the proposed new ship Pocahontas, ex¬

press themselves to-day as very favorably
impressed with all they saw and heard
there. One of them, who is familiar with
such matters, Bays the Potomac possesses in
the highest degree all the required qualifi¬
cations for lipcominc iha American Clyde.

Recently Or. C. VV. Chancellor, former¬
ly of Alexandria, but now of Baltimore,
called at the White House with Senatoi
Gorman, ami wa9 introduced to Mrs. Clove-
land. During the visit tho Doctor thanked
tho President's wife for a beautiful note
she had written to his little daughter.
The child, who is only cloven years old. has
written a book of nursery rhymes in Erg-
lish.which Ehe herself translated into French
and German, and a volume of tbern in the
three languages having been published, she
sent it to Mrs. Cleveland, who made a most

appropriate acknowledgment in writing,
showing warm sympathy with the child au

thor.
Senator Ransom, of North Carol'ua, is

here to-day. When asked by the Gazette's
correspondent if there was auy truth in the
republican statements to the ell'eot that
North Carolina would bo ono of the South¬
ern States that would go republican at the
next natioua! election, ho replied that North
Carolina was all right, and that if Virginia
was as f^afe, it would be belter for bor. lie
thought, however, ho said, that with all
their tioubles tho Virginia democrats would
be reunited by lha time of the next national
election. x

Major Ren. Parley Pooro is still lying crit-
ically ill, bis physicians say, at his hotel,
though lie stillers no pain and is perfectly
conscious.
A9 previously stated iu Ibis correspond¬

ence, only two members of the U. S. Su¬
preme Court, instead of the whole court, as

originally intended, accompanied the re¬

mains of tbe late Associate Justice Woods
to Ohio for burial. It is reported to day the
ren-oii eo few of them went was a request of
(In President to that, effect, and that he
idu Id i: leal by an accident mure vacancies
might be created on the Supreme bench.
The report is so remarkable I hat it can

hardly bo credited.
The steamer Bishop, formerly the Jose¬

phine, the sister boat of the Armenia, that
was burned at Alexandria some lime ago.and
hor exact counterpart, both boats having
been built at the same time for the late
Commodore Vanderbilt, has been bought in
New York, and will be brought here aiyi
run as an exclusion boat to Lower Cedar
IVint this summer.
The New York Sun of lo day recommends

that ex Representative John S. P.arbour, of
the Alexandria district, be a member of the
committee of tho next national democratic
convention appointed to prepare the civil
service reform plnuk of the platform to be
adopted by 1 hat convention.
The ex-lessees of tho Alexandria ('.mal Com¬

pany have laid out a town on the summit of their
tract of land at Koslyn heights, near the south
end of the old aqueduct bridge, and Ipst week
sold 80,000 feet of lots thoro at -1 cents a foot.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
Goy. Leo and MnU" participated in the

Confederate memorial service-* at Norfolk
to day.
At tho conference of Ihe Stale school su¬

perintendents at Richmond yeslerday Prof.
R. L. Came, of this city, was a participant
in the discus-ion on the examination aud
certification of teachers.
A prominent Chicago capitalist has form¬

ed a partnership with u citizen of Stnunton
for the operation of a bark extract factory
in the latter city. The works when com¬

pleted will turn out sixty barrels of bark
extract per day, and consume from hs to
ten carloads of hark. Some fifty hands will
be required immediately at tbe works, be
sides! tho hurt! makers, and a number of
workmen gelling out the h<uk and titulier.
The average consumption of hark will be
abonl eighty cords per day, which ut $450
per cord will ba $360 paid out in money
each working day, he&idoa the wages of the
employees ou the site, and the number Ihat
will he indirectly benefited by the large out¬
lay.
A Woman Tried fob Murder..Tbe

trial of Annie Offner, for the murder of her

paramour, Benjamin Brooks, near Romney,
W. Va , on tbe first of last August, was be

guu yesterday. Tho woman is about twenty-
nine years old. She is the (laughter of
Reuben Offner, a fanner of some means and
of good standing in the community. Brooks,
who was older than the woman, came from
Frederlcksburg, Va., some months before he
wa? killed, and did some work on Oilue.-'s
farm. It is said he had a wife and children in
Fredericksburg. He und young Aun, as the
womun was called, became intimate, aud
their relations caused talk. Brooks left aud
went to Cumberland, but came back. Both
wore compelled, in consequence of gossip,
to leave the house. Brooks went lo work
on tbe Capon river, but often came to Rom-
uey to see the woman. She was indicted
for illicit cohabitation, aud put under bond
to appear before tbe Circuit Court of Hamp¬
shire county, in September last, but she con¬

tinued bcrrelations with Brooks,and she was
at the time of the shooting iu a delicate
condition. It is thought Brooks' refusal to

marry htr caused her to kill him. She toid
her mother she bad shot Brooks. With
her mother and father she went to tbe spot.
Brooks was found dead, with a bullet hole
in his left temple.
The Vote..The following wa3 the vote in tho

State Senate yesterday on the proposed constitu¬
tional amendment repudiating::',! bonds not fund¬
ed in a given timo into Kiddlcberjrer bonds :

Ayes.Messrs. Coltrane, Dalton. Edinnnds,
Flanary, Keezell, Lovenstein, Bead, Staples.
Stnbb3, Thurman, Twyman, Warwiek and Wil-
liaxs.14.
Noes.Messrs, Berry,BlacksSme,Canssy, bigg

Ellyson, Gordon, Grim, lleatou, Hodges, Hu t.

Jones, Koiner, McCormick. McDonald. Meredith,
1 haa, Trout, Wkkhara and Worabani.1!».
Mr. Ehea voted ' uo" for the parpase of niov.ug

a reconsideration. I

EPISCOPAL <Ol.M IL.

MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN" MISSIONARY SO¬
CIETY.

The annual council meeting of this society
took place last night at eicht o'clock in St.
Paul's Church. Bishop Whittle and Rev.
Drs. Newton and Powers, of Richmond,
members of the executive committee, con¬

ducted the services. The Rev. Dr. Ling-
ford, General Secretary of the Board of Mis¬
sions in New York, was invited to a seat in
the chancel, receiving the welcome of the
Council through the Rev. Dr. Newton. He
was asked to take part in the meeting for
foreign missions to night. He informed tne
members of the committee that he would
have to return to New York this morning.
After the opening services the annual report
of the society was read by the Rev. Dr.
Powers. Nine thousand eight hundred and
seventy dollars baa been expended during
the past year in aiding forty-one regular
missionaries, and ten others to whom occa¬

sional contributions have been given. The
Meade Memorial Church, Manchester, Rev.
J. J. Cloptoo, rector, has become self sup¬
porting. The Sunday school contributions
through mite boxes issued for Lent, amount
ed to the handsome sum of nearly £500. Tho
meeting was then opened for general speak¬
ing. The Rev. A. P. Gray spoke of the
difficulties met with iu country parishes,
and the careliss observations of casual vis¬
itors; the Rev. M. P. Logan of the import¬
ance of planting outposts in southwest Vir¬
ginia now, and the Rev. J. J. Clopton of I he
methods be3t adapted for mission districts
where the people are unfamiliar with our

liturgy and cherish a dislike to written ssr

mons. Mr. Joseph Bryan, of Richmond, as

a layman, advocated the claims of tho mis
sionaries on the diocese at largo. Mr. Thos.
Potts, iu a forcible address, recommended
that every cotnmuuicaot contribute two
cents a week toward the funds of the sori
ety, which would give nn nnnual aggregate
sum of 815,000. The Rev. Frank Stringfel-
low called for pledges, to which the dele¬
gates of several parishes respouded. The
rest promised to use earnest efforts to get
their contributions up to this standard. The
missionary hymn, "From Greenland's icy
mountains," was then sung, and the meet¬

ing closed with the benediction from Bishop
Whittle.

SECOND DAY'S I'EOCEKDINGS.

The Council met this morning at ten

o'clock for divine sarvico. Prayers were

road by tho Rev. R. \V. Forsyth, of Liberty;
Bishop Peterkin preached from Ps. xv, 1.
"Lord, who shall abide iu Thy tabernacle?
who shall rest upon Thy holy hill ?'' After
referring to the ascension of our Lord, com¬

memorated to-day, ho dwelt in forcible aud
tilting lauguage upon the characteristic) of
the siucere followers of Jesus Christ.
On the conclusion of divine service, the

council was called to order by Biahop Whit¬
tle. The minutes of yesterday were rend
by tho secretary, Rev. Dr. Dashioll, and ap¬
proved. Rev. Beverly Tucker presented
the petition of St. Peter's church, Norfolk
couuty, to be set apart as a separate parish.
Bishop Whittle theu read his annual nd-
dre.'S, iu which we notice the following
special points of interest: Episcopal visita¬
tions 89; confirmations, white 025, colored
l'7-, total SOT; postulants received 5; candi¬
dates for deacon's orders, colored 2; present
number, colored 2; candidates for priest's
orders, white 7, colored 3, total 10; present,
number, white 17, colored total 20; dea¬
con's ordained, white 3, colored 4, total 7;
present number, while 7, colored S, total 15;
prosbyters ordained, white 1, colored 2, to¬
tal 3; ministers died 2; letters dimiasory
given, white 1, colored 1, total 5; letters di-
missory accepted 6; churches conse¬
crated "; mission churches organized
1; lay readers licensed 37; present num¬

ber of clergy 151. Iu referring to his at¬
tendance upon General Convention held
in the city of Chicago, Bishop Whittle noti¬
fied the Couucil that several unimportant
changes had now become a part of the Book
of Common Prayer. He dwelt most seri¬
ously upon the crisis which is now upon
the Church in tho determined efforts
made by a revolutionary and diahouost par¬
ty to change ite name. We quote from this
portion of the address : "Tne proposition
(on change of name) was lost by a email
majority, but will no doubt, be revived in
tho next convention, and with every pros¬
pect of success. What tho Bishops will do
if the question is brought before them no

one can say. The fact that the movement
met with such favor in the House of Depu
ties has created wide-spread surprise and
alarm. But why should it be so regarded
by any who are acquainted with the history
of events during the past fifty years. It is
simply the seed that which has been sown
and permitted to grow, bringing forth fruit
after its kind, and which might, have been
looked for as a matter of cottrao. As you
are aware, each of my predecessors, Bishops
Moore, Meade and Johns, and many other
true nnd faithful men, solemnly warned the
Church from time to time that Romish
teaching and practices contrary to the word
of God and condemned by our standard,
were being privily brought in among us,
which would ultimately destroy tho Borip*
tnraland Protestantcharacter of our commit-
nion. These innovations have continued to
increase with such steadiness and rapidity,
without hindrance, or even rebuke, that
in many places and by many of
our clergy doctrines are openly aud boast¬
fully taught, and ceremonies observed for
protesting agaiuat which our lathers were
burned at the stake. It is not strange, but
just what might have been expected, that
those Romanizers, haviug changed for them¬
selves the Church, should wish to change
the uame also and adopt another suited to
the new order of things. I caunot trust my
self to discuss this subject, but there are two
questions which it seems to me we are bound
to consider. First, is it not our duty to
make an effort to change the organization
ofourGeueral Convention, and lo cousti
tute it ou a basis of something like justice
and equality, so that a small minority of our
ministers and members shall not have pow¬
er, through their representatives, as now, to
legislate for the large majority ? Aud sec¬

ond, are we of Virginia (whateverother dio¬
ceses may do) going to submit to the effort
of this minority to undo the work of the
reformation for us aud our children, uupro¬
testantize our churches and carrv us back
to Rome?"
The colored work is reported by Bishop

Whittle to be in a very gratifying and satis
factory condition.

Assistant Bishop Randolph tbe.i offered
his address. He reported confirmations 599,
churches consecrated 3. He alluded most

feelingly to the noble pastoral and mission
work carried cn by the Rev. Dr. Dama iu
and around Danville, for a long period of
years. It is a grand example of what can

be done by the pcrmaoent pa-torate faith¬
fully administered, and going forth to tbe
parts beyond in mission wort. Tbe Bi*bop
also expressed bis earnest commendation
ol the work of the several convocations, and
hoped the cleigv would unite iu increasing
their efficiency throughout the dioce-e.
The motion to change Cannon XIII so t>s

to make presbyters alone eligible for vo¬

ting, was laid on the table.
Reports of eommittee.i were next iu order.

Dr. Norton read that of tbe standing emu

mittee of the diocese; Dr G.bsi.a that of tbe
widows and orpbau'd fund,and of the his¬
toriographer of tt.e dioCiSe, Dr. Philip
Slaughter; Rev. Mr. Carson, of Lynchburg,
that of tbe committee appointed ia 1SS6 to

consider the tuhject of a reduction of the
expenses of the Couocil. He reported tt.i?

a3 inexpedient. Ou motion of Judge Shef-
fey tho report was made the order cf tna

day for to morrow. Rev. J. K. Mason read
the report of tho committee on parochial
statistics. From Ibl parishes tho foliowine
is summarized: Baptisms, white adults 325,
infanta 1.001, colored adults 69, iufanl3 llo\
total 1,641; Indians, adults 2, infants 1, total

3; confirmations, while 1.052, Indians 7, col-
ored 291, total 1,350; communicants, white
14.375, colored <)24, total 15.291); contribu¬
tions *21S14M7 63. Other reports of more or

less impottanee were iead and accepted.
Rcv. E. \V. Hubbard, of Bedford county, of¬
fered tho following resolution:
Whereas it is amatterof fact,well-known

to all members of the Council and of thi-i
diocese, that the constitution of the church
in this diocese was adopted altogether by
while congregation^; so that the church
from its reorganization in 1783 to the year
1S65 waHadministoredaltogetheriipon a basis
of a white membership, aud of a white con
ft it ill ion and a white convention or council;
and, whereas, although no legislation to thai
end basever been had,colored ministers have
been allowed to sit in the council; and,
whereas, it is a matter of anxious eouCi rn

with many whether such a change in tbe
membership of our diocesan council h in
accordar.ee with tbe fundamental law of
thin diocese as originally adopted,

Resolved, That the matters involved here¬
in be referred to a committee to consider
and report w hat action in the premises is
expedient.

Dr. Clarksou, of Haymarket, moved that
the resolution ho laid on the table, which
was carried by 105 ayes lo 35 nays.
Rev. P. M. Boyden moved that the Balary

of the secretary of the couocil be reduced
to £250, and ibat he provide his own assist¬
ant. The resolution was lost. Rav. H. M.
Jackson, of Grace Church, Richmond, being
absenton account of illness, offered n reso¬
lution through Rev. Dr. Dasbiell, looking to
the re-establishment of tho perpetual <li
aconate in accordance with the custom of
the early church. This was referred to the
committee on the state of the church. Rev.
P. Poweis moved that as tho report of tbe
Diocesan Missionary Society was read last
uicbi, it be, omitted now. Carried. Ho also
oflered a resolution, which was carried, that
the Lenten Sunday School offerings bode-
voted to this society.
Phe Council, on motion of Judge Sheffey,

appointed Triuity Church, Stauuton, a* its
next place of meeting. It then adjourned
till I en (.'clock to-morrow morning.
We. noticed among the visit in;; elergv.

Mevs S. H. Kinsolving, of Philadelphia, N.
1). Thompson, of the diocese of Ea-ton, anil
Revs. Nelson Dame, Henry Thomas, and
Templeman Brown, of Maryland.
The early morning service at Chris!

Church was conducted by Bishop Peterkin,
of West Virginia, and Rev. Dr. Davis, of
Leesburg. The attendance was good.
Services will be held in St. Paul's Church

tu night at eight o'clock in the interest of
Foreign Missions.

news of the l9\ v.
There were eleven atlempls al suicide in

Berlin Sunday.
Uov. Hill, ofNew York, has nominated

Gen. Daniel E. Sickles lo bj commisaiouer
of emigration.

It is announced that President Grevy, ol
Francb, will summon M. deFreycinel lo
form a (ahinet.

It is reported that I bo Pennsylvania Bail*
road has determined to build elevated roads
in Philadelphia.
The Bulgarian regents will appeal to tbe

patriotism of (he people lo raise 25,000,000
francs for public uses. ,

Miss Jaue E. Hall, of Monlgomory county,
Pa.,and a sister living in Philadelphia, have
li.-oiigiit suit to recover four iniiliou of dol¬
lars from the United States government.
Tho macager of John Ii. Sullivan 1 ins

authorized the announcement that the
champion has agreed to light Julin ECilraio,
of Baltimore, for the championship of I lie
world and $5,000 a side.
A yacht is being built far Mr. S. S. D.

Thompson, at Pittsburg, lo he run by ges,
the gas to be generated from chemicals in a

machine which wiil occupy about, eighteen
iuches space in the slern of-the boat.

Director Grisben, < rStettin, who was ar
rested in Chicago and extradited for fjreign
bills of exchange, committed suicide by
hanging on board the sieamer Aller before
the ai rival of tho vessel at Bremerhaven.
A week ago a train on the Mexican Na

tioual Road ran over and killed a Mexican
uear l'a'zcuaro. His friends, in rovenge,
pieced a rock on I he trac k and a train was

derailed, injuring She engineer and killing
the fireman.
News conies from Mazatlan, Mexico, that

two Americans assassinated Emnique Nas
esu, manager of tbe Hacienda Tomil. The
Americans weio placed under arrest and
conducted under military escort to the city,
where they are awaiting trial.
The jury in Kale Claxton's Bllil again-l

J E. Kinesley & Co., proprietors ol the
Continental Hotel, Philadelphia, for the
recovery of $1,400 Worth of diamonds lost
in the hotel, disagreed yesterday, after be¬
ing out twenty hours, and was di jchnrge<l.

Sol. Smith Russell, (bo actor, tired at las:
of the "vagabond existence" he has hitherto
led, has bidden the stage a final farewell,
and is building himself a line residence at
Minneapolis, where ho is going into busi¬
ness wilh William T Adams, belter known
as ' Oliver Optic."
Seven thousnnd dollar*' worth of Alle

ghany county, Pa., bonds, the property >¦

Mrs. McWha, that have been missing since
she and her daughter, Mrs. Baker, were
murdered at Holliday'a Cove, W. Va , were
found yesterday under the marble (op of a
washsland in the room formerly occupied
by tbe old lady.
Sophia Kemp, a German woman, sixty

three years old, fell or jumped from llieroi.f
of her rcsidenoo. No. 221 East Forty 6rat
street, New Voik, iuto the yard Tuesday
night und was killed. A letter written in
German was found in her pocket, iu which
she act used herself of having given false ev
idence against her son in court a year ago
and thus caused him to be imprisoned.
At Hillsboro,' Texas, late Monday night,

E. L. Nicholson, druggist, was putting wail
paper in racks, and his brother was throw¬
ing it up to him. O.:o bundle he failed to
catch, and it fell back on a lam;),
breaking it, and in an ins.'anr every-
thing was in a blazs. Tbe lamp »a.-!
not more than ten feet from several
barrels of whiskey, brandy, turpentine
and kerosene oil. The fire spread with
great rapidity. The whole block, except¬
ing the storehouse occupied by IV. H. El¬
lington & Co., was speedily conduced.
As staled in tbe Gazette, the President

yesterday appointed Jared Lawrence Rith-
bone, of San Franoi-cn, tobe Consul General
at Pari«, vice George Walker, resigned,This office basjieen more sought after than
any other uuder the Government, there bay
inj» been, it is paid, over 400 applicants,Jusl how much the emoluments amount to
is a matter of conjecture, as thev aro made
up «uii<cly of fees. The t dice is more re
munerative than that of a minister plenipo
tt-ctiary. Tbe fees have been stated to bj f
as high um i'00,000 a year, but it is said tiiey I
do not reach* one-fourth of that 6um. <

LETTER J'RO.VI RICHMOND.
[Special Cor. of tho Alexandria Gazstte.1

Richmond, Va., May IS, lS37.-The
debate ia tho Senate to-day over the substi¬
tute introduced by Sanator Kbea, proposing
certain amendments to tho constitution was

listened to with marked atteation by a

crowded gallery. It was a Geld day for

good speeches and the vole indicated that
all the democrats who voted, with but a few

exceptions, were in favor of the proposed
amendments which had a tendency .indirect¬
ly, towards repudiation. Senator Stubbd,
ofCiloucester, drew the following picture of
the condition of affairs in Virginia from a

period before tho war down to the present
time when advocating the measure. Before
the war, our agricultural interest was in a

healthy and prosperous condition ; our

bunts wore in a high Btate of cultivation ;

our products commauded fair and living
prices; we were a prosperous, happy and
thriving people. During the war Virginia,
the main battle field and campaign grounds
of both armies, her fertile fields rau wild,
with weeds and thorns; our property taken,
our homes destroyed, our fences burned,
..nr valleys and m nintains and plains bathed
in the blood of her noblest and best sons.
Af er the war, poverty walked abroad where
plenty once reigoed ; absolute ruin and de
struction thieatened us; but with an Irou
nerve and determination unequalled, our

bravo men went forward to regain their fal¬
len fortunes to recussitate Virginia, to make
homo happy, to take care of the fair women
of Virginia, who had clothed us, cared for
us, fed na and prayed for us in "darker
days." The Houtheru people have
had more patience, more fortitude,
more endurance, more true manhood,
more love for native laud and more

patriotism than other people ever mentioned In
history. From plenty to want; from riches to
poverty; from pease and prosperity to turmoil
and adversity. Our old men encouraged tbeirsous
to accept the situation and bear up under thesj
misfortune*. Tlio noldo women of our laud wept
and prayed for fat bor, husband, son and brother,
and whispered words of cheer. Now I have not
overdrawn the pictnre. Wo stand before tho gaz¬
ing world, today, with our record; our people
striving for a subsistance and barely gettiug it;
our people burdened down with taxation agri-
cnltnral interest Buttering; commercial intcr.st
lagging; business dull, almost at a stand still:
Virginia standing before her bondholders party¬
ing over her debt, permitting her bondholders to
lull her int > security as woll as indifference, while
they are plotting and scheming her ruin. Let ns

! reali/o our truecondition to-day. Wo can't expect
any favors from the bondholders. Duu'< let us

longer sit by the pool of despondency aud angle
for Impossibilities.
On motion of Speaker Stuart Mr. Hay iu the

chair) the Hume this afternoon dismissed tho bill
t j amend the charter of the city of Alexandria so

as t.i compel property owners t.i improve tho
street in front of their premises. Mr. Stuart
thought that as tho proposed improvement would
lo a benefit to persons other than the parties pay-
iag lor the same he opposed the bill because be
wanted those other than the property owners who
will be benefltted to pay a part of the expense.
The General Assembly will not adjourn aino die

this week. At least this is tho prevailing impres¬
sion this afternoon. There aro somo matters in
relation to I he debt, which mast be attended to
before a final adjournment.
The Governor today upon receiving intelli¬

gence of tho death of ox-Governor Smith ordered
the llig to bo placed at htlf-niait over the
Capitol building. B. P. O.

Legislativ
Iu the Slate Senate yesterday Mr. Mere¬

dith, of Prince William, introduced a bill to
allow the treasurer of Stafford county to
collect by levy certain tax-bills not return¬
ed delinquent.
The bill to prescribe the times for hold¬

ing the courts of the Eighth judicial circuit
was passed.
The House bill to make plain tho law and

remove nil doubt as to the legality of the
Commonwealth's attorney of a county re¬

siding in a city of corporation in said county
where tho county court house is located
was passed.
Iu the House ol Delegates the Henate bill

appropriating $5,000 to build a laundry, &c.
at tin Southwest Lunatic Asylum was passed
.ayes, f>7 ; noes, 1.
Tbe bill providing for tbe suspension of

treasurers of counlies and cities in certain
cases was passed without division.
The bill to require proper proof of disa¬

bility iu order to obtain aid as a disabled
soldier or murine was also passed.

l'lie bill t> incorporate tbe Washington
and Western Railroad Company was padded.
Mr. Eloge, of Patrick, endeavored to get a

suspension of the rules !o introduce what is
known ns the Rbea constitutional amend
ment, but the llou-o refused to suspend the
rules, sixty-seven vototi being required,
:ind there were hardly that number of mem-
bers present.

Letter from Fairfax,
(Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette],
DraXESVILLE, Fairfax county, Va , May 18..

a musical and dramatic entertainment wbs given
at this place last Wednesday night, gotten up uu-
der the auspices of the ladies of the village for the
purpose of raising funds for tho purchase of an

organ for our neat little church, whose handsome
now vestibule, with spire pointing heavenward,
impresses ouowith tbe. entorpriso of tho ladies
through whose indomitable energy it waa built.
The affair was a complete success in every pointol view, and would hare been a creditable repre¬sentation for any theatre. Tho parts were all well
sustained, nnd it, would be superfluous to criticise
where all did so well. Full justice was done to
every scene. '1 he sweet music rondcrrd by Misses
Blanche Wood aud Mary Dulany, both vJcal and
instrumental, met with much favor and was one
ol tho mo.it pleasant features of tho evening.
Mr.'. G. a. Dorrell, Miss Jennio Hurst aud Miss
Etta Poland excelled iu their respoctivo roles, tbe
former appearing as the wife of a dissipated hus¬
band and tho two latter personating old maids
anxious to secure husbands. J. W. Anderson aud
W. A. Miikell provoked much amusement, bur
leiquiog the beer drinker and tho Yankee hired
niau. James White represented tho saloon keep¬
er and E. C. Bonzeoa dissipated youth; Willie
Hur the bad errand bay, aud Wm. Wbitacre the
old widower seeking a wife to care for his child¬
ren. A handsome sum was realized. These en¬
tertainments, while for the purpose of aiding tbe
church financially, are looked upon ps social
events greatly to be enjoyed, and always prove of
interest to the community.
Wheat is mach improved and now promises a

good yield, and grass looks well! Farmers arc
generally through with corn planting.We are still hopeful some satisfactory settle-
me .t will be made of the State debt at Bichmond

This Tennessee Midland Road.. With
hut ibree dissenting votes the ci'y of Jack-
son, Teno , has voted a eubscripliou of $150,
NX) to the Tennessee Midland Railroad, by
ivhieb it is proposed to connect the great
SouLhwest with the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad system in the Valley of Virginia
is well as with the Shenaudoah Valley and
Richmond and Alleghany roads. The bus
oess men of Knoxville, Tenn., also held a
nceiing, ut which the sentimeut was unan-
mou-in favor of making a subscription of
£300.000 to the proposed road, providedknoxville is made a point on the line. A
lumber of Tennessee counties have alreadynude liberal t inscriptions to the road, aud
it her counties will vote in the next ten days
n the meantime the engineers' corps*, both
n \ irgioia and Tennessee, are makijg:ood progress, and will be able in a sho-t
ime to submit estimates of grade cost ofonstrucliou and distance. 'j jj

j Mount Vernon Regents..The Mount
Verncn Regents met yesterday eveningThe ladies made some inspection of the
grounds and of the house, and eeeraed
much pleased with the appearance of tbo
place. The session of the association began
this morning, and it will, as also all the ses.
sions, be held in secret. The first busine«
in order was the reading of the annual
address of Mr3. Laughton, president of the
association. This waB followed by ib*
reading of the reports of the various officers
aud that of Superintendent Dodge. There
is not likely to be anything beyond the
regular matters brought before the attetitiun
of the association. Improvements about
the grounds will be talked about and poa.
sibly the vaoancies in the board of regenu
may be filled. There are to be some small
contracts let, and the matter of improving
the tomb of Washington will also take con¬
siderable of the time of the a=suciatiou.
Canon Wilberforce's remark that a marble
tomb should replace the present structure
has caused mauy of the ladies to agree- with
him, aud it would not be a surprise should
they adopt a resolution appealing to t&c
people of the country for money in that
direction. The election of oftijers may leal
to interesting developments, aud a senti-
ment is said to prevail looking to the selec¬
tion of ollicers from among their own num¬
ber.

A Gigantic Swindle..It is said that A.
VV. Swan, the Wyoming cattle kiug, wbo
failed recently, was the victim of a gigantic
cjutideuce game, whereby he lost $300,000
at one sweep. He had formed a ayuditiate
of Western cattlemen to sell cattle to a rich
Scotch syndicate, but after about 81,000,000
worth of cattle had been bought the deal
for some reason fell through. Mr. swan,
while in New York shortly afterwards, re¬
ceived a cablegram purporting to be Ironi
the Scotch syndicate, ollering him a large
advance on the cattle, and he at once pur¬
chased all the cattle from his partners, only
to find that the cablegram was bogus, ai,> ".

be was obliged to dispose of the cattle at/a
heavy loss.

Court op Appeals Yesterday.Black
V-». Sherwood et al. Argued by Richard
Walke, eeq\, for appellant and submitted.
Terry vs. Fontaine's admr. Argued by

John Gilmer, tsq , for appellaut, aud B. b.
Muiiford, eeq , and Judge Berryman Greeu
f.;r appellee, and t-ubinitted.
The court heard the two last cases on thed.. ket

for the present term, having during thu session
abaitto close rilled seventy-tlvo cases on thu
Commonwealth's docket, thirty-four on the privi¬
lege docket, and one hundred aud sixty-hvo ou
the regular argument docket. Thus thu court
hvs called every casu on the docket, and all that
the c Hinsel were ready in have bc-on argued and
submitted. This loaves only twelve cases on the
present docket, a result believed to bo uuprc
dented in the history of tho court for the past
fifiy years or more.

ASSAULT..An outrageous attack was

made on a lady in this place a few eveuiogs
niuce. Wbilo attending household duties
uu unknown mau entered the room where
she was and extinguishing the light caught
her by the throat. Struggling she freed her¬
self und screamed for help. A neighbor
c»me to her assistance, but before he reach¬
ed her Iho assailaut had Mown. The Town
Council with oommeudable promptness of¬
fered a reward of one hundred dollars for
the arrest of the assailant, whose object
iloubtIes3 waa robbery, as several petty
thefts have been committed of late at other
houses.. Warrenton Virginian.

In the joint democratic Senatorial caucus
at Tallahassee, Fla., last night, Banco was

nominated on the lirst ballot by a vote of55,

MONETARY AND COMMERCIAL.
New Yoatc, May 1!»..The stock market was

extremely active and genorally tirm at tho
opening this morning mo3t stocks being
from to % above last evening's closing prices.
There wjs a heavy trading in the general list.
Tho markot was heavy in the oarly dcaliugs and
fractious worn lost throughout the list. The rally
canio shortly, however, bat mauy stocks failed to

recover their early losses, and ac 11 o'clock tic
market was somewhat less active and generally
steady. Money easy at-1*5.

IUl.timobk, M*y 10..Virginia Us COUBoIldat !

.; past duo coupons .; 10-40.1 with coupoin
4"-J; uew "is bid to day.
ALEXANDRIA Market, May 19..Flour show-i

but litilo iliHiixe, but the markets are lirmor iu
tone, and while millers and wholesale dealers are

willing to raset current prices, no disposition is
shown to urge sale; Wheat is steady and strong
for choice lots, but weak and irregular for low
grades; futures are quiet and soiling a fraction
lower. Com is active and higher. Eye and Oati
are without change. Butter is weak and declin¬
ing. Other produce is readily sold at full pricoi.
Baltimore. May 19..Cotton firm; middling

11. Flour steady and firm. Wheat.Southern
lower red 95a96; amber OÜaOT ; Western >wei
aud quiet; No '2 winter red spot 95^»95*j May
95ifca96: June 95%a95% July 93^a93^91^a91%. Corn.Southern firmer imd quiet,
white 53a54 yellow "rJaö.'J; Wostern lower ar:-l
dull raised June 47%a471fc; Jnly 47"-,^.4-1 -,¦

Oat-, easy and quiet; Southern and Penua 34a
3H'i2; Western white 37a39; do mixed 34»35
Bye tirm at 58afiO. Provisions steady, with a
moderate demand. Coffee higher; Bio cargoes
ordinary to fair 187/gal9%. i-ugar lirnmr; a soft
$ö.GO. Whiskey (piiet at $1.10. Other art
unchanged.
Chicago. May 10.11 a. m.Wheat opened

weak at 87'lj for Juno, and sold dpwn to h'1^ in
tho (list ten minute;. Tho crowd generally soli
freely. Afterwards tho market received annie
support and recovered to bSty. Juno Corn 39%
June Oats 2S7b Juno Lard $6.75.
New Yoek, May 1!»..Cotton firm; upland!101516; Orleans 11',; futures steady. Floor

quiet and firm. Wheat bettor. Corn dull arid
weak. I'ork dull at §15 50a$16. Old MessPork
dull at 5 25a$15 50. Lard dull at $7.

_MARINE NEWS.
POET OF ALEXANDRIA, MAY 1!' 1 s-"
Sun rises.4 47 Sun sets.~ '

sailed.
fc'chr K II Hiltoa, Georgetown, by W A Smoot

& Co.
MEMORANDA.

fchr Julia Hopkins, for this port, cleared from
James river 1.7th.

DIED.
On May 18sb, 1887, WILLIAM BABTLEMAN

GEEfiOkY. M. D.. in the 59th year of bis
iSrHis funeral will take place to-morrow Fri¬
day; evening, at 5 o'clock, fr .m his late resider.":
north Washington street.
At his residence, near Bealeton, Fauquier eoun-

ty, Va., on Tuesday, May 17th, 1887, Mr. WIL¬
LIAM F. BOTTS, aged 68 years.

DRIED PEACHES, APPLES^ PEA ES, A N '¦>
Cherries, for tale by
jan2Q_J. C. MILBUBN^

8TEICTLY PUEE GBOÜND SPICES received
to-day by
decl3_ J. C. MILBUBN^

ITUNE ENGLISH BREAKFAST TEA just
2 ceived by
ap!2_J. C. MILBUBN^
3 WEET CIDEE
O leceived to-day by
janS_W. A. JOHNSON ACQ.

XXXX CONFECTlONEE'8 POWDERED SU-
GAE. The best for fine Confections. Sold

,y [mbH j GEO. McBUBNEY & SON.


