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The Gazette to-morrow will enter

upon its ninety-ninth year, a longer
life than was ever before attained in

this country by a newspaper whose lot

was cast in a small city, close to a large
one; but, old as it is, it is as active es

it was in its youth, and tl«

indications are that, like the

brooks, it will go on forever. Its

fate haa been linked with that of Alex¬

andria since the commencement of

the century, and it seems now

that it will continue to be so as long as

the city shall retain its existence. Its

oldest readers write that time does cot

wither nor custom stale its infinite va¬

riety, and that it daily lays before them
the very age and body of the times.

On its part, it promises all its many
and increasing subscribers that it will,
in the future, as in the past, to Bhoot

folly as it Hies, and hew to the

line, irrespective of where the chips
fall. ;
To mobbow will be New Year's Day.

It should be made the most of, as it

will be one less than living men will
see. What luck it has in store for
the people of this city, State or country,
or for any body else, may be asked o'

the everlasting hills, but they will not

answer, and nothing else can. But
whatever it be, it will be the part cf

wisdom to accept it a» the eaith does
the winter rain, without a murmur.

Men have no more to do with their
own fortunes than the leaves have wilh
their resting place, and common sense

Bhould teach them to have a heart for

any fate.
______________

The old year will die to-night. As
it has brought joy to few, but misery to

many, ita departure will not be gen¬
erally mourned. It has been a black

year, one of the worst this country
ever experienced. Hard times, sick¬
ness and death have had a revel dur¬

ing its round, and have had their natu¬

ral injurious elfeot upon the religion,
morals and manners of the people. It
has gone to join the billions of those
that have preceded it, and happy should
be the meu to whom it is not only lost
to view but to memory.

The impression is gradually forcing
itself upon the public that no govern¬
ment action, legislative, executive or

judicial, is now taken in this country,
that is not influenced in some degree
by money. It has now been developed
that the real object of the recent act

approved by the President, in reference
to seal killing, is to give the North
American Commercial Company, which
io allowed by that act to continue to

kill seals on the Pribylotf Islands, a

monopoly of the seal skin business in
the United States. This company, it is
well known, is already in default to the
goverment to the amount of hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

And now it appears that Germany
has not seized a part of China, that
Russia has acted at Port Arthur with
the consent of China, that China is not

being torn to pieces and divided among
the other nations of the earth, and that
the whole Chinese affair is solely and
entirely the work of Yankee sensa¬
tionalism. No matter how foolishly ab-!
surd this government may be, those of
foreign countries have men of ordinary
common sense to manage their affairs,
and such men, in this age of the worlc5,
do not provoke war.

And now a pension examiner, em¬

ployed in the pension bureau at Wash¬
ington, has been indicted for wholesale
forgery and bribery, by which he has
accomplished many pension frauds and
possessed himself of much loot. From
core to skin the pension bureau is per¬
meated with fiaud and corruption. But
still ex-Commissioner Tanner says that
to publish the names of the pensioners
would be a "damnable outrage."
A dispatch from Columbus, Ohio,

says the political complexion of the
Ohio State Senate depends upon the
vote of one republican member of that
body. If that be so, and the democrats
have any hope of obtaining control of
that body, disinterested people will ad¬
vise them to abandon it at once.

FROM WASHINGTON.
lOrrwepondeuee of the Alexandria Ga*ette,]

Washington, Dec. 31.
Mr. Nathan B. Scott of West Vir¬

ginia to-day took the oath of office as
Commissioner of Internal Revenue in
place of Mr. W 8. Forman of Illinois.
Mr. Charles G. Dawes of Illinois took
the oath as Comptroller of the Cur¬
rency. Mr. Eckels, the retiring comp¬troller, left for Chicago to-day where
he becomes president of the Commer¬
cial National Bank. Both Mr. Scott
and Mr. Dawes take charge of their
respective offices next Monday.
The season's series of official dinners

will begin with that of Vice President
Hobart on January 14. This will be
'''1'?WC-^-;1>lirilnlllM< illi dinner

in Liberia. Mr. Manning ia a mission*
ary of the A. M. E. Church.
The Woman's Christian Temperance

Union and the Reform Bureau have
entered protests against the permission
granted for the sale of wine and beer
in the restaurant of the new Congres¬
sional Library buildiDg. The protest-
ants assert that its effect will be to es¬

tablish saloons in government build¬
ings generally if not stopped and will
urge Congress to pass" the pending
Gallinger-Ellis bill to prohibit the Bale
of all intoxioating liquors in all govern¬
ment buildings throughout the United
States.
The Attorney General has received

a letter from the attorney at Mobile, in
which he states that there has been
produced evidence tending to show
that late last AugUBt or ear early in
September the suspected filibuster S.
N. Smith successfully landed in Cuba a

cargo of munitions of war for the use

of the insurgents. Two of the sailors
on this expedition have testified to this
effect, and it is probable the United
States authorities at Mobile will enter
at once a formal libel agaiost the
Smith and place her officers on trial.
In the course of the removal of the

books and papers of the Congressional
Library to the new building an unex¬

pected" find has been made in the shape
of a large box of papers written by
Thomas Jefferson. These were found
stored away in a little room next the
entrance of the library, which has been
under lock and key for many years.
Th6y are entirely public papers, a note

among them stating that all private pa¬
pers found with the lot had been re¬

turned to the writers or the contribu¬
tors. It is believed that these particu¬
lar papers came to the Congressional
Library through John Randolph. The
papers have been transferred to the
State Department where they will be
examined and filed away with other
State papers by Librarian Allen.
The opinion among demoorats here

on the subject of the civil service law is
that nine tenths of their party in Con¬
gress will oppose any amendment of
t! a law, though nearly all would favcr
its entire repeal. They say that Harri¬
son so twisted the law as to retain a large
number of republicans in office, and
Cleveland, so as to retain many mug¬
wumps, and it would be folly for them
to vote for auy amendment by whioh
another republican President would be
anabled to remove the few democrats
now in office and appoint republicans to
their places.
The bill for the bridge across the Po¬

tomac at Arlington having been report¬
ed back favorably by the district com¬

missioners to the House District com¬
mittee, has beenjreferred by the latter
to the Secretary of War, who, it is said,
is in favor of it, as his two predecessors
ii office were. Were the treasury in
better condition than it is, there would
he no doubt about the buiiding of the
bridge referred to, but even the friends
of the bill say they fear the deficit will
e too large to allow the requisite ap-
propria ion to be made.
The employees in the government

departments here were granted holiday
from noon to-day until nine o'clock
next Monday. They think their posi¬
tions are private snaps, as, in addition
to thirty day's furloughs, they have
holidays thrown in every month or two.
Ex-Congressman Gaines, republican,

of Virginia, who has baen here for sev¬
eral months, says he was informed
a long time ago through authori¬
tative sources that if the two
Virginia republicans in Congress
won 11 agree to stick together,
the Brady-Allen executive committee
would not have their own way in the
matter of the district attorneys and
marshals of bis State, and that events
have proved that his authority was
correct. As, however, a new Attorney
General will soon be appointed, Mr.
Gaines doesn't know whether the com¬
mittee referred to will have its own
way or not hereafter. But he does
know that the President has been thor¬
oughly informed in respect of that
committee.
The monthly statement of the Treas?

ury Department has been so prepared
a? to show a great increase in the re*

ceiptsover the expenditures for Decem¬
ber; but the device is seen through at
a glance, and those most familiar
with such matters are confident that
th« deficit for January will exceed that
of last tiioath,

Ic is reported that when Judge Paul
of the U. 8. Court for the western dis¬
trict of Virginia was here a day or two
ago, he spoke a good word for Mr.
Brown Allen, who is recommended by
all the members of the republican ex¬
ecutive committee of his State, except
General Walker, for marshal of that
district.
Major O. E. Hine, Colonel Rives and

Colonel Browning are the only well
known Virginia republicans now here.
None of them expects any more to
come, or that anything will be done
in the way of dispensing the|federal pa
tronage in their State until after the re-

assemoling of Congress, next Wednes¬
day. Io respect of the Leesburg post-
office, Major Hine says the Loudoun
county republican committee is com¬

posed of seven members, including the
chairman, and that he heard each of
three applicants for theoffice has secured
the recommendation of two memb er
of that committee, that the chairman
has endorsed two of the applicants, and
that one of the applicants, who is a
member of the committee, and who is
one of those who has received the re-
ommeodation of two other of its mem- \
bers, has endorsed his own application,
thereby giving him a plurality of the
committee. Who will be appointed
will not be known until the arrival of
Mr. Bowden, the referee in all such
cases.

Several members of the Virginia legislature
passed through here to-day to be present at
the inauguration of Governor Tyler to-mor¬
row. Congressman Swanson, the only mem¬
ber of the House from Virginia who remained
ho:o during the holidays, will also go. Sena¬
tor Martin will bo there and Senator Daniel
will go to tender his thsuks to the legisla¬
ture for the exceptional honor it has re-
C9utly conferred upon him.

Thb Governok-Elect..Governor-
elect Tyler and his party arrived in
Richmond last night. The Governor
and his party were driven to a hotel,
where they will remain until to-day,when they will take possession of the
executive mansion. The Governor-
elect's inaugural speech, which he de¬
livers to-morrow, will make a paper
containing about 2,000 words. It will
ueither be an inaugural address nor a
message. In It, however, he will make
some suggestions to the legislature. On
the day of the inauguration Governor
O'Ferrall, as is usual with the retiring
executive, will accompany his successor
Jfc^He hall where the ceremonies take

ALEXANDRIA IN 1897.
A BESUME OF THE YEAB'S BUSINESS.
The year is dying in the night,
Bing ont wild bells and let him die.
Bing out the old, ring in the new,
Bing happy bells across the snow;
The year is going, let him go;
Bing ont the false, ring in the tiue.
Bing out the grief that saps the misd,
For these that here we see no more.

Another year has rolled by; in a few
hours the bells will be tolling its re¬

quiem, and another chapter added to
the city's history. To some it brought
happiness, to a few riches, while to
others it brought disappointment, sor¬
row and death. But let us look for¬
ward to the new year with the hope
that it may deal kindlier with us all;
soothe, as time alone can, the sorrows
of the old year and bring with it hap¬
piness and prosperity to the good peo¬
ple of old Alexandria.
As has been the custom for a long

time past the Gazette on the last day
of the old year gives a resume of the
business of the city for the twelve
months in order that its readers may
see what changes are going on in our
midst and what advancements have
been made.
Knowing the general depression in

business, and the diversity of opinion
on the subject, the Gazette's reporters
in their annual calls on the msrehants
to ascertain the condition of trade in
order to compare the business of the
city this, with the that of last year,
were much gratified on being informed
that in many instances the volume of
business exceeded that of 1S9G, though
profits, as a rule, were smaller, and
more work is now required to make a
dollar than ever before. A few of the
merchants were even of the opinion
that the amount of business in their re¬

spective lines showed no increase over
last year. It was feared when this in¬
formation was being obtained that
more of the merchants than did would
make this latter statement, but it can
be said that in gumming up the in¬
creases and decreases in trade the total
of the former is considerably the larger.
There is an almost universal complaint
of the scarcity of money and an in-;
crease in the circulating medium it is
admitted by nearly all would help
trade wonderfully.

In a business sense the year 1S97 is
considered to have been one of the
dullest periods through which this
country has ever passed. "Hard
times" have been almost universal, but
that the depression has not been felt
here more than elsewhere is evident,
and Alexandrians can felicitate them¬
selves that in many branches of trade
the city has not only held its own but
made gains. An excellent sign is that
there has not been a failure of note in
the city during the year, and the finan¬
cial standing and integrity of the city
merchants is so well established that
"drummers" from all over the country
are willing to sell them goods almost
on their own terms.
The farmers in the surrounding coun¬

try were rather more fortunate this
than last year, in that they made fair
wheat crops and got the highest prices
they have obtained for some years.
This enabled some of them to pay off
a part of their debts, improve their
property and even lay aside a little
money.
Many of the merchants of Alexandria

are as progressive and enterprising as
those to be found in any city in the
land. They have fine establishments,
keep large and varied stocks of goods,
sell on small margins, are courteous
and accommodating and do everything
in their power to attract trade to the
city. Of course, these are the succe3E-
ful men. There are others too sjow
even to advertise their business and
who think that money spent in adver¬
tising is a virtual gift to a newspaper
and a totally unnecessary expense to a
merchant. This class is the first to
rush to a newspaper office to have the
city's trade championed when anything
occurs that affects their individual
business.
From a business standpoint the city

sustained serious injury from the effects
of the so: called "moral crusades"
early in the year. Alexandria was
made a by-word and a reproach by both
enemies and over-zealous friends (?)
and unfriendly newspapers brought in¬
to unenviable notoriety and advertised
the city as a hotbed of iniquity and
daily published sensational and ex¬
aggerated statements calculated to pre¬
vent people from coming here and to
divert business to other cities. Whether
the city has improved morally as the
result of these crusades is an open
question.
This year has been much like last in

that there has beena lack ofemploymen t
of the mechanics and laboring men, not
only in this city but throughout the
country. Comparatively few buildings
have been erected, and the manufac¬
tories continue to be run with reduced
forces, thus keeping many men idle.
But few of the mechanics or laborers
have been able to lay aside any money
during the past few years and when
the working men, who are in the ma¬

jority in every city, have no money the
whole community feels the effect. The
great need of manufactories, even if
started on a small scale, whicb would
give employment to the people is se¬

riously felt here. The advantages of
Alexandria as a manufacturing city are

unexcelled, but her own people must
take the lead in establishing them and
stop waiting for strangers to do so or

"for something to turn up." A little
more enterprise in this direction would
accomplish much good.
The general appearance of the city

has improved. Many of the merchants
have modernized their stores and made
them more attractive in several re¬

spects, and these stores now compare
favorably with those in much larger
cities. King street, Alexandria's prin¬
cipal business thoroughfare, now pre¬
sents a more city-like appearance than
ever before, but these improvements
are not confined to this one street for
handsome and well kept stores are to
be seen in every section of the city.
Considerable street improvement has

been done during the year, both in the
way of new paving and in repairs, and
this work is still going on. Streets in
the suburbs, which have been neglected
for years, have been greatly improved,
and one, Prince street, has been ex¬
tended and a new road leading there¬
from has been constructed to the Lees.-
burg pike, thus giving another safe
road to and from the city, away from
railroad tracks. Some additional sew¬
er work has also been done and the
plan of substituting iron pipes, laid un¬
derground, for .utters at street cross¬
ings is a marked improvement. The
renewing of the old gas pipes has been
kept up during the year and new pipe
has been substituted for most of that
which had rusted out and was leaking.
During the year the new engine

house for the Hydraulion fire company

jngh Cure cures quickly
f_ftf__fe_U>3 Q. Lennon.

I was finished and turned over by the
I contractors to the city. This is one of
j the handsomest and best arranged en¬

gine bouses in the country and is fitted
with all the modern conveniences
known to firemen.
Within the past few months the office

of the U. S. Internal Revenue Collector
for the Sixth district has been removed
from Lynchburg to this city. This1
change brought to Alexandria a num¬
ber of gentlemen connected with this
office, who, with their families, are now

residing here. This change also brings
to Alexandria as transients numbers of
persons who have business with the
revenue office and has been the means
of the First National Bank ofAlexandria
being made a United States depository.
These are matters of no email impor¬
tance.
The officers of the several railroads

centering here all report a larger vol¬
ume) of busiues3 this, than last year,
both in receipts and shipments. More
trains are run and the merchants are
afforded special facilties by the rail¬
roads. The agents of the various
steamer lines also report an increased
business.
The price of property has, as a rule,

declined, but this is the case in nearly
every city in the country, so Alexan¬
drians should not feel that the decline
here means more than it does any¬
where else. The number of vacant
houses is rather in excess cf that of last
year and the number of bouses built
has been comparatively few, though
more than in 1896. Several of those
erected, however, were large and ex¬

pensive buildings and the constrnction
of these gave employment to a number
of mechanics.
The branches of business which Bhow

a gratifying increase in volume, while
the territory over which the trade ex¬
tends has grown, are the wholesale
grocery, provisions, drugs, lumber, fer¬
tilizers, coal, salt, ice, beer, cigars,
china, glass and earthenware, hard¬
ware, furniture, confectionery, crackers
and cakes, &c. In all these lines Alex¬
andria continues to be regarded the
best market in this section of country
and her merchants will see to it that
no gaiDS they make will ever be lost if
their exertions can prevent it. The dry
goods and notions, clothiers and boot
and shoe merchants also report a fair
business for the year, and both the es¬

tablishments and stocks of goods show
that live men are engaged in these
branches of trade.
The binks have dons an increased

business aad the amount of deposits
now held by them is in excess of that
for a number of years. Some, however,
hold that the latter is not a sign of!
prosperous times a3 under ordinary cir-1
cumstances this money would beinvest-J
ed in business, which would bring its
owners an income and give employ¬
ment to others. The Alexandria banks,
a3 they have always been, are as ac¬
commodating as those in any other city
and lend all the aid in their power to
their patrons and the merchants in their
business enterprises. Their manage¬
ment is exceptional and their standing
is among the highest. The building
associations have done fairly well and
have been admirably conducted in the
interest of both the borrowers and the
lendere. The amount of money bor¬
rowed for new buildings, however,
was not so large as during some pre¬
vious years.
The fertilizer trade this year increas.-

ed very considerably and in several in¬
stances orders had to be turned down,
the demand being greater than the
supply. The fertilizer works in tbi-j
city are constantly being enlarged aud
improved and a very large establish?
ment is now being erected on the site
of the one burned last summer. The
Alexandria fertilizers stand high in the
market and maintain the reputation
they have won for purity and excel¬
lence. In connection with the ferti¬
lizer manufactories, to one of these es¬
tablishments is being added extensive
acid works which will furnish all the
acid used for dissolving bone, Sec.
The Alexandria brewery did a larger

business this than during any previous
year and its trade continues to extend,
its territory now embracing nearly all
the southern States. The brewery is
one of the best equipped in the country
and the beer has a national reputation
for excellence. With the opening of
the year a malt extract department will
be added to the brewery.
The wholesale drug trade shows an

increase of upwards of 15 percent, over

any previous year aud this business is
growing both in volume and extent of
territory.
There is a steady and healthy increase

in the wholesale grocery and provision
trade. The merchants in this line keep
abreast of the times and have done
much toward making Alexandria a
wholesale market. A large amount of
capital is invested in this business and
the money is kept in constant circula¬
tion.
The lumber trade sbows an increase.

While not so many houses have been
built in the city and vicinity this
as during some previous years,
much lumber and shingles have
been used in repair work. The farm¬
ers who made money on their wheat in
numbers of instances improved their
property, and much lumber was used
in these improvements.
The manufacture of crackers, cakes

and candy at the Alexandria manufac¬
tory has exceeded that of any previous
year. During this month the cracker
and cake manufactory of this city has
become consolidated with the big
cracker companies of the United States
and now forms a part of that combine.
Alexandria-made crackers, cakes and
candies are noted for their purity and
find a ready market over a large terri¬
tory.
Even a more disastrous fire than that

of October IS, 189G, when many of the
buildings of the Alexandria Fertilizer
Co., and all of those at Fisbtown, to¬
gether with a train of freight cars were
burned, entailing a loss of $35,000, oc¬
curred this year. In the early morning
of June 3 a fire which started in Cap¬
tain Herbert Bryant's fertilizer factory,
at the foot of Duke street, swept the
entire river front from the Pioneer
Mills to Prince street, destroying prop-
eriy to the value of $75,000. Some of
the burned bnildings have already been
restored and work on others is in pro¬
gress, but it is feared that a long time
will elapse before the burned district
will be entirely restored.
Alexandria has been exempt from

severe storms and Hoods daring the
year; Providence has dealt kindly with
the old city in many respects and her
people have much to be thankful for.

NEW BUILDINGS DURING THE
YEAR.

Notwithstanding the general depres¬
sion which has more or less extended
over the entire country during la#
years, the numbers of building erected

Small pill, safe pill, beat pill. DeWitt's
Little Early Bisers cure biliousness, constipa¬
tion, sick headache, Charles Q. Lennon.

in Alexandria in the past year
has exceeded that of the year 1896.
About $69,000 have been expended,
and some of the- dwellings are of the
most modern type and are ornaments
to the city. The section about the
water front which was destroyed last
summer by fire.a conflagration which
extended over a larger area than any
fire which every preceded it in this city,
is being rapidly rebuilt with finer and
more suitable buildings than those
which previously occupied [those sites.
Besides the acid works of the Alexan¬
dria Fertilizer Company, other build¬
ings are contemplated during the com¬

ing year, and it is believed that the
next twelve months will witness a
marked expansion in the building trade.

NOTES.
Daring this year's session the clerk of the

City School Board has issued 2,353 permits
to children to attend the public schools, 728
to white boys, 658 to white girls, 451 to col¬
ored boys, and 516 to colored girls. Last year
tho number of permits issued was 2,270.
The increase was in all fonr divisions of the
schools.
The collection of city taxes during tho

period in which a discount of 10 per cent
was allowed amounted to $70,494.03. as

against $77,407 in 1890.
The chain gang expenses this year wero

$1,482.75 ; last year $1,538.
The cost of operating the electric lights

daring the year was $6,351; last year
$6,076, and 1895 $6,402. The reduction in
price of coal will account for the difference.
The works aro costing too much.
There are 42 insurance companies licenced

to do business in the city, two of the number
being local, The Alexandria and The Mount
Vernon.
Tbe number of dog licenses issued in 1896

was 731. in 18Ö7, 586. The number of un¬
licensed do$s increases annually.
Alexandria has eighteen licensed physicians,

fonr dentists and twenty-one lawyers.
Tho Alexandria military company has im¬

proved considerably dnring the year. The
roll has been overhauled and efficient men
have taken the places of those dropped. In
fact tho company has been virtually reorgan¬
ized. New equipments have been furnished
the men and tho company is altogether on a
better footing than it has been for some time.
The total amount of insurance paid for fire

losses within the city limits daring the year
was $28,818, as against $17,520 last year.
It is estimated that fully one million dollars
worth of property is insured here The great¬
est loss wai by the burning of the property
on the riverfront, including the Pioneer Mills
on tbe morning of June 3.
The Collector of Customs for the District o-~

Alexacdria reports t ie valne of impor a

during the year at $5,743, as sgainst
$11,852 last year, upon which a duty of
$769 84 was collected. Number of ves?els
sailing nnder marine papers issued at this
port 91, as avainst 112 last year. Number
of vessels dropped from the records as lost or
abandoned 22. Nnmber of vessels built 2.
Many improvements have been made in
the government builoing in the shape of re
pairs, new furniture, Ac, and it is now in a
better condition than evor before known.
Thera was a deorease in the mortuary re¬

port this jear as compared with 1893,'94
and '96. Last year 412 persons died in the
city; this year 385. The deaths this year
were white males 106, white females 108,
coloroa males 85, colored females 66. The
remains of 94 persons were brought here for
interment 49 of which were from tho Distract
of Columbia.
The number of alarms of fire and the time

of service dnring each month of the
year, as furnished by Engineer Wood,
of tho Columbia Company is as follows:
January, 3 alarms, with 45 minutes' service;
February, 4 alarms, with 1 hour and 45
minutes' service; March, 2 alarms, with 30
minutes' serv.ee; April, 5 alarms, with 1 hour
and 55 minutes' service; May, 3 alarms, with
15 minutes' service; June, 6 alarms, with 2^
hours' service; July, 3 alarms, with 30 min¬
utes' seivice; August, 2 alarms, with no serv¬

ice; September, 4 alarms, with 30 minutes'
service; October, 3 alarms, with 1 hour serv¬
ice; November, 1 alarm, with no service; De¬
cember, 1 alarm, with no service.
The Hydraulion Company reports 37

alarms, as follows: 3 in January, 4 in Febru¬
ary, 2 in March, 5 in April, 3 in May, 5 in
June, 3 in July, 1 in August, 4 in September,
5 in October, 1 in November, 1 in December.
The company was in actual service Si hours.
The longest term of service was on June 3d,
at the burning of the property of Captain H.
Bryant and others, when the engine was in
service for 5? hours.
The new engine house for the Hydraulion

Company was completed and occupied this
year. The contract price was $4,200, oxtra
work by contractor $218.8-i, grading and
paving around house, Ac, $340.87, price
of lot $1,650, total 36,409.75.
The fire department continues in excellent

condition. The engines and truck are equip¬
ped with the latest appliances and during the
year the tire wardens have purchased nearly
a thousand feet of the best quality of new
hose. Anew engine honso has been finished
and handsomely furnished.
Tho licenses collected by the Mayor since

the beginning of the fiscal year Jane 1.
1897, amount to $8 772 Dnring the samo

period in the year 1895 the amount was

$9 992.89 in 189i $9,273 73. and in 1893
$9,281 23. The receipts from fines collected
by the Mayor during the calendar year 1896
amounted to $2,463.56. This year six
mouths (January to June) $721; six months
July to December) $1.013. Total $1,734
Daring the year the namber of persons

sent to jail was 561, of whom 179 wero white
males and 336 colored males. Of these 321
were sent to the chain gang; 120 were State,
62 county and 12 U. 8. prisoners. Tho num¬
ber of tomale'j was 46, of whom 36 were col¬
ored and 10 whjte. The number of prisoners
last ye-ir was 611.
The Clerk of the Corporation Court during

tho year issued 343 marriage licenses, 213 to
whito and 130 to colored persons. Last year
274 ware issuod.
Tho number of deeds recorded by the Clerk

of the Corporat;on Court dnring the year was
656, against 542 last year.
During tho year the polico made 1,791 ar¬

rests, as against 2,201 last year. The num¬
ber of lodgers accommodated at the station
house was 3091. There were 2,310 last
year.
The total amonut of flour inspected during

the year was 22,338 barrels, as against
25,961 last year. This does not include all
the Hour sold here, as much which is received
is sold without inspection. Besides, mach
flour now comes in bags
In the Corporation Court there were 31

chanaery suits instituted, 39 common law
suits, 26 wills admitted to probate, 39 admin-
trations granted and 40 chaiters and amend¬
ed charters. Last year 59 charters were
granted. In the Circuit Court for the city
22 common law and 10 chancery suits wore
entered, 11 charters granted and 1 will pro¬
bated.
The business at the city poatofnee increased

considerably, especially since the removal to
this city from Lynchburg of the U. S. In-
'emal Bevonue Commissioner's office. Dar¬
ing the year many improvements have been
made at tho postoffice building and many
conveniences added. Alexandria continues
to have all tho facilities for receiving and dis¬
tributing the mails that are accorded to the
larger cities.
The Clerk of tbe Oas Works reports that

there are now 938 gas consumers.a decrease
of 33 since last year. Dur ng the year 21
new services were pat in buildings, and 79
old one) renewed. There are 23 church and
hall lamps in use and IS street gas lamps are
lighted overy evening in addition to the 97
electric lamp.". Dnring the year 770 feet of
6-inch pipe was laid on Prince and King
streets, ami 1,073 feet of 4-inch pipe on St.
Asaph, Fayette and Henry streets. Consider¬
able repair work has been done at the works
which are now considered to be in excellent
condition.
There are at present 2,650 takers of water,

an increase during the daring the year of 51.
Ma ns have been extended as follows: Four
squares 16-inch main, Payne street, between
Princess and Madison; six squares 12-inch
main. Madison street, between Payne and
Washington; threesquares 8-inch main, Wash¬
ington street between Oronpco and Madison;
six squares S-inch main, Princess street, be-

Prosperity comes quickest !o the man whose
liver is in good condition. De Witt's Little
Early Bisers are famous little pills for consti¬
pation, billionsness, indigestion and all stom-
ich and liver troubles, Charles O. Lennon.

tween Washington and Union; two fquarts 6-
inch main, Franklin street, between Patrick
and Colombns; one square 6-inch main, Al¬
fred street, between Gibbon and Franklin;
one square 6-inch main, Patrick street, be¬
tween Wythe and Madison; three squares 6
main, Pendleton street, between Columbus
and Henry; three squares 6-inch main, West
street, between Prince and Queen; one square
4-inch main, Franklin street, between Lee
and Fairfax; two squares 4-inch main, Wilkes
street, between Pitt and Fairfax; one square
4-inch main, Pittstieet, batweenOronoco and
Pendleton; one square 4 inch main, Wolfe
street, between Alfred and Columbus; one

square 4-inch main, Queen street, between
Fairfax and Lee; one square 4-inch main,
Columbus street, between Franklin and Jef¬
ferson; one square 4 inch main, Jefferson,
between Washington and Columbus; one

square 4-inch main from Union street
to the end of the flab, wharf. Eleven
new lire plugs were erected as follows:
One corner franklin and Patrick streets, one
corner Franklin and Alfred streets, one corner
Franklin and Columbus streets, one corner
J-fferson and Washington streets, one cor¬
ner Princess and Payne streets, one corner
Patrick and Madison streets, one corner Pen¬
dleton aad Henry streets, one corner Pendle¬
ton and Washington streets, one corner Madi¬
son and Washington streets, one corner Pen-
die'.on and Pitt sreets, and one comer Queen
and Lee streets.
Tho principal street work done during the

year was as follows: Bepsiring and repaving
cobble streets, gutters, &c. $2,000 ; gravel¬
ing streets (31 squares), 87,600; Patrick
and Prince street sower work, $1.500; total
$11,100. This work was done by day labor.
The buildings erected this year exceed

both the number and cost of those of last
year, whon 57 f'amo and 26 brick building*
Were erected at a cost of $34,450. The
buildings erected this year were as follows :

1st ward.New buildings, 6 brick, $10 550;
4 fVarne 82 800; repairs and alterations $700.
2d ward.4 brick, §3,200 ; 5 frame, $1,300;
repairs and alterations $800. 3d ward- 6
brick, $18,500; 16 frame, $6,500; repairs
und alterations $4,300. 4th ward.4 brick,
$10,450; 14 frame, $6,850; repairs and al¬
terations $2.100. Total brick 20; total
frame 39; total cost of buildings and repairs
$69,050._

NEWS OF THE DAY.
Seven democratic members of the

Ohio legislature refuse to enter a fusion
arrangement with republicans to defeat
Senator Hanna.
Extreme silverites object to Senator

Faulkner as chairman of the demo¬
cratic congressional campaign commit¬
tee, and he may retire from the com¬
mittee.

It is understood that the receivers of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad will
apply to the United States Court for
authority to purchase 5,000 new freight
cars.

Col. Asa Bird Gardiner, who was
elected district attorney of New York
on the Tammany ticket, will turn out
every republican employe of the office
when he takes charge.
A dispatch from Pekln says four

British war vessels are off Chemulpo,
with a view of upholding the rights of
J. McLeary Brown, the British superin¬
tendent of Corean customs.
The December wheat deal in Chica¬

go will end to day. Two weeks ago
Joseph Lei tor's friends expected the
price of wheet to rise to $1.25, but it
closed at 94^ cents yesterday.

Col. James Lawrence Bowen, former¬
ly of Virginia, died at his residence,
"The Hermitage," St. Catherine, Can¬
ada, on Tuesday. Col. Bowen was a
member of a distinguished Virginia
family and was an officer in the engi¬
neer corps of the Confederate army.
The opposition oforganized labor to

the appointment of Judge Paxson, of
Pennsylvania, to be interstate com¬
merce commissioner, has become so
persistent that the President, it is
said, has about reached the conclusion
that he cannot afford to appoint him.
The Duke and Duchess of Marybor¬

ough gave a series of theatrical perform¬
ances in Blenheim Palace, which termi¬
nated ks" night and in which members
of the nobility participated for the ben¬
efit of a church restoration fund. The
Duke of Marlborough appeared as
"Septimus Sam," a prosperous finan¬
cier.
James J. Corbett in Cincinnati yes¬

terday issued a remarkable challenge
to Robert Fitzsimmons. Corbett otters
Fitzsimmons $1.000 the day Fitzsim-
mons sierjs articles of agreement; $1,000
when Fitzsimmons steps in the ring;
$1,000 if he lasts ten rounds, and $2,000
if Corbett wins. Another condition is
that if Fitzsimmons whips him, Corbett
will retire from the ring forever.
James R. Jordan, formerly one of the

most trusted special examiners attach¬
ed to the Pension Bureau, was arrested
and arraigned before U. S. Commis¬
sioner Alexander, in New York, yes¬
terday afternoon, upon charges of
forgery and bribery. He waived ex¬
amination and will be brought to
Washington to answer an indictment
found against him by a United States
grand jury.
A dispatch frem Parkersburg, W.

Va., says: J. M. Mehen, deputy United
States marshal, and detective for the
Ohio River Railroad, yesterdry receiv¬
ed a telegram from Marshal T. J. An¬
derson of Camden, saying that An¬
derson had "Cap" Hatfield located,
and asking Mehen to bring some good
men to arrest him and share in the re¬
ward. Hatfield broke the Mingo jail
six months ago. He was serving a
murder sentence, and had three other
killings to answer for. A rewaid of
$2,000, awaits bis captor.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
The project for a battlefield park em¬

bracing the battlegrounds around
Fredericksburg, is indorsed by Gen.
John B. Gordon, commander of the
United Confederate Veterans, and Gen.
J. P. S. Gobin, commander of the
Grand Army of the Republic.
The democratic committee of Lunen-

burg county yesterday nominated Geo.
E. Posamore to fili the vacancy in the
House of Delegates from that county,
caused by the death of Dr. N. H. Neb-
lett. The election will take place Jan¬
uary 13. It is understood that there
will be no opposition.
A syndicate of colored men have

purchased the Cherrystone property on
the Eastern Shore of Virginia for the
purpose of establishing a normal agri¬
cultural, industrial, and mechanical in¬
stitute for the training of colored
youtb.3. The school is to be operated
under the supervision of the Protestant
Episcopal Church, and is to be in Bish¬
op Randolph's diocese.
After six weeks of honeymoon, which

bad not been very pleasant since their
quiet marriage in Portsmouth, Mrs.
Clarence Wiggs cloeed her grocery
store in Berkley Tuesday evening and
has not been heard from since. She
left a letter addressed to her husband,
telling him she could no: live peace¬
ably with him, and that she bad de¬
cided to leave town with a party
whom he least expected.
You can't cure consumption but you can

avoid it and cure every other form of threat
or lung trouble by the use of One Minute
Cough Cure, Charles G, Leaaon,

TO-DAY'S TELEGRAPHIC NEWS
Foreign News.

London, Dec. 31..A dispatch from
Paria says that M. Bourne, head of the
Asiatic Department of the French Co¬
lonial office, starts on a secret mission
to China on Sunday in connection with
the crisis in the far East. The dispatch
adds that a special military mission
will also start for China shortly.
Havana, Dec. 31..Captain General

Blanco last night signed the appoint¬
ments of the president of the council
and the five secretaries. The name of
Eduardo Dolz was substituted for that
of Amblard, as mioister of commerce.
London, Dec. 31..Vice-Adtnira! Sir

Edward Hobart 8eymour, K. C. B
who has been appointed British com.
mander-it-chief on the China station,
succeeding Admiral Butler, started tor
Hong Kong to-day, accompanied by h\i
stad.

PsKXtf, Dec. 31..Although desirous
of obtaining a British loan, the Chinese
government refuses to agree to a
foreign control of the internal revenue,
either immediate, or in case of default.
Li Hung Chang, however, is disposed
to favor control of the internal revenue
in case of default. In the event of a
loan not being procurable, China will
not pay her war indemnity until 1902
in accordance with one of the provisions
of the treaty of Simonoseki.
Madrid, Dec. 31..The Impartial

calls upon the government to "repel
every action of the United 8tatessava;
ing of intervention in Cuba," and add.-:
"There exists a widespread sentiment,
against the conduct of the United
States, but we do not think General
Weyler is the most acceptable expo¬
nent thereof."

Conspiracy Against Spanish Ruh-.
Havana, Dec. 31 .Details have been

received of a conspiracy against Spanishrule said to have been discovered in the
province of Pinar del Rio. It is nar¬
rated that 1,500 men employed by to¬
bacco growers, and who had been in¬
armed, conspired to join the insurgent.-.
Their leaders have been imprisoned In
Morro castle. On Christmas nigh;
there were riotous demonstrations in¬
tended as a protest against autonom}.At Matanzas crowds cheered for the
United States, President McKinley and
annexation. It is reported that an im
portant engagement occurred last
Monday in the Mulata mountains, pro¬
vince of Pinar del Rio, and that largonumbers were killed on both sides.
One important insurgent was captured
and brought to Havana where he is im¬
prisoned incommunicado.

Levanted. With the Funds.
New York;, Dec. 31..The remark

able robbery of the entire funds am:
papers of the American Estates Asso¬
ciation at its office in this city, which
was discovered yesterday, has upsetthe police, who can find no trace oi
Clerk Joseph Lockley. The amour..
stolen is put at about $8,000, aside fron,
the papers the clerk took. The great
er part of this money was gotten from
the bank by means of raised check».
The rest of the money and securities
were abstracted from the safe in the
office. Lockley raised his own checks,
such as were given him for salary.
These checks he filled out himself and
consequently had the opportunity of
»ranging them so as to put in addi¬
tional figures.

Robbed of Their Jewels.
Indianapolis, Dec. 31..While the

family of Volney Malott, president ot
the Indiana National Rank, was at din¬
ner last evening, a thief went through
the house and took all the diamonds
Eind jewelry belonging to Mrs. Malott
and two daughters, valued at $4,000.
Many other articles of value were taken
and the total loss is estimated at $5,000.The police believe that thieves must
have had a confederate on the outside
who watched the movements of the
family,

Snow Storm.

PrrrsBURG, Pa., Dec. 31..The ueavi-
aet snow storm of the year is now pre¬
vailing throughout western Pennsyl¬
vania. From six to ten inches of sno w
is lying on the level and it is still snow
ng hard. So far through railroad traffic
aas not been seriously impeded, but the
local traction lines have suffered great¬
ly. Telephone and electrtc light win.-.
ire down all over the city and severn.
iccidents have happened by the cross¬
ing of the wires, bat no fatalities Iihvo
seen reported.

Devastated by Fire.
Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 31..A tele¬

phone message from Lebanon, twenty
ive miles east of here, reports that ten
susiness houses there had already
)urned and two were on fire. All of
)ne side of the public square would
probably be destroyed. The loss so far
s estimated at $60,000. A fierce gale
waa raging. Aid has been asked from
ihis oity and an engine and fire com¬
pany will be sent by a special train.

Mrs. M. B. Ford, Buddell's, 111, suffered for
dght years from dyspopsia and chronic cou-
itipation and was finally cured by using I'
Witt's Little Eatly Bisors the famous little
pills for all stomach and liver troubles,
sharks Q. Lennon.

The marriage of Miss Beth Franklyn,
)f the Lyceum Theatre Stock Com¬
pany, Baltimore, to Mr. Richard Wal¬
ten, of Washington, graudson of ibtf
ate Douglas Wallach, of tbat city, was
mnounced last night.
Governor Lowndes, of Maryland, an-

lounces his withdrawal from the con-
est for the United States senatorship.
Mrs. Mary Bird, Harrisburg, Pa, saya -

'My child is worth millions to me; yet i
voQId have lost her by croup had I not in-
rested twenty-five cents in a bottle of One
ilnnte Cough Cure." It cures toughs, colds
,nd all throat and lung tronbles. Charles 0.
-ennon.

BTOTICE.
The regular annual meeting of the M< .

ACHLEN BEAL E8TATE AND LOAN
JOMPANY, for the election of directors for
he ensuing year and for tho transaction of
ther business as may properly to done,
rill be held at the principal office of the com-

any. No 123southBoyaIs rcoc, Alexandria,
'irginla, on TUESDAY, January 11, 189«,
t Laif-past ten o'clock a. m

A. M. McLACHLEN, Secretary.
dec31 law2w_
rjiOB SALE.

Peveral HOUSES in Alexandra well re-
aired, no incambrance, or will exchau^e
>r Washington property, euburbs preferred.
ddress LETTEB CABBIEB 28, Washing
>n, D. C._dec-jl 2W_
A NTITOXLN, received fresh direct f:oiu
.A. manufacturers every week. Also a sup-
ly of Antitoxin Syringes constantly ou

and.
E. 8. LEADBEATEB A HOKS^

BICYCLE CHAIN BBU3HES will clean
yonr bicycle chain without removiug u.

0 and 15c each. For sale by
E g, LEADBEATEB A SOhS,


