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Haviow Eve.—To-morrow ix Hallow Eve.
The Eoglish, in the days of Merry Eungland,
named the festival, which ocours on Friday,
** All Hallows.” and, of course, the last day
of October then became Hallow Eve, It is
in the old countries a merry night, full of
charms and spells for true lovers or enquirers
after that species of humanity. Even here
many a lassie has set up till past midnight,
and then eaten a spoonful of cornmeal dough»
when that was a popular incantation. Burns.
in his ** Hallowe’en *” has made immortal the
rustic games and charms with which the
Scotch peasantry pass the night.

“ When merry, friendly, country folk
Together did convene,
To burn their nutg, and pull their stocks,
And have their Hallowe’en,”

Years ago such customs were not uncom-
mon in this section of country, but ot late a
singular custom of robbing cabbage gardens
and hanging the stolen vegetables at the
doors of neighborhoods has grown up. It is
4 custom *‘ more honored in the breach than
in the observance,” and will probably fall
into disuse hereafter.

Tue NortRERN Dent Quzsrfsm.-—As in the

case which is presented by the suit of cer

tain Northern firms against Witmer & Co.

in the Military Court, the decision, ‘f

affirmed by the President of the United

States, involves important consequences to

merchants of this city, and wherever else in

the States south of us the Federal army may
enter, we think proper to present the same
entire to our readers:—

OrINION OF THE COURT IN THE CASES OF
Bowen, Holmes & Co., vs, George K. Wit-
mer & Bros., and Morris L. Hallowell &
Co., vs. George K. Witmer & Bros., and
Witmer & Co.

In an action of Debt, the Plaintiffs pray-
ing the uid of the Provost (Military) Court,
because of the alleged fact that two of the:
Defendants are beyond the rebel lines, and
believed to be aidingand abetting the enemy.

These are actions brought by Bowen,
Holmes & Co., of New York city, and Mor-
ris L. Hallowell & Co., of Philadelphia, to
recover from George K. Witmer & Bros.,
and Witmer & Co., late of this city, the
amounts due on four certain promissary
notes, drawn by Geo. K. Witmer & Bros., to
theorder of Bowen, Holmes & Co., amounting
in the aggregate tv five thousand, five hun-
dred and thirty-six dollars and seventy cents
($5,536.70) with interest from the time they
became due; and on a Book Account due
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Tae SusurBs.—Those portions of this town
which Mrs. Partington calls the “‘outsquirts,”
and which, in the Alexandria vernacular,
were known as Bulltown, Lafentown, the vil.
lage of Fishtown, Nailor’s Hill, Hayti, West
End, &ec., have changed their aspects with
the changes of the times. There have of
late been mnone of the daily improvements
which, in many of those localities, marked
that the town was filling up to the full

breadth authorized by its chartered limits.’

Custis street, which passes on the other side
of the canal, is still 8 myth, and seems like-
ly to remain so for a long time. Dilapidated
houses are no longer repaired, nor do comely
residences continue to take the places for-
merly occupied by unsightly buts. The
graveyards are not more ¢uiet than many of
those localities. We trust, however, that it
may not be long ere the stayed march of im-
provement may be resumed.

War News— Again the report prevails
that General Scottis about to resign (in &
few days) his position in the Army. A ru.
mor, not believed, has obtained circulation
that the private secretary of Com. Dupont
has absconded with the maps, charts and
sealed orders ot the naval expedition. From
Kentucky, it is said that on the Cumberland
river, on Saturday, a Confederate force of
100 was routed, with the loss of 13 killed, 24
prisoners, and horses and camp equipage
captured. From Missouri, it is said that
Gen. Lane has captured a Federal transpor-
tation train : Gen. Price is in Newton coun-
ty. The Confederates entered Springfield on
Wednesday, and captured a quantity of
stores left there by Col. Taylor. The friends
of Capt. Scott, of the Keystone State, are
vorfident, that he will satisfactorily explain
his conduct in returning from Key West,
and that he will be released.

Tae Uerer PoruMac.—Three brigades of
Gen. Bank’s divieion have left Edwards’
Ferry and arrived at Darnestown, Md. A
force still remains at the Ferry. The Con-
federates appear to line the bauks of the
river oppusite, and call out to the Federal
troops, (according to the telegraphic account)
*“to come over and pay them another visit.”

There are said to be no defensive works at

Leesburg, but all the approaches were forti-
fied.

Fexces.—Oaoe of the aspects of the time
is the almost totul abseuce of fencing in sore
portions of the region within the city limits.
Beside the general desolation which ever fol.
lows in the path of war, the searcity of fuel
has, uo doubt, led to considerable depreda-
tions on material fit for burning, and, in some
cases, proprietors huve caused their fences
to be taken down and stored away, rather
thun rizk their almose certain destraction.
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Mirrany Covrr —The Military Court
held its vsnal session at the County Court
House thiz mornine—Judge Freese presid
ing. but no civil business of interest came
hefore it.

Tne care of Chapman, Lyon & Noyes v-,

Barley, Triplett & Co., was postponed by T'here being no further evidence to «ffer on { but by furnishing them with

consent of hoth parties till to-morrow.
o —c——

ImrrOVED SipEwark.—The sidewalk on
the west side of Washington astreet, near
Welfe, has received a much needed improve,
ment. The old and rotten planking, which
had tecomedangercus, has heen removed,
and a solid compost footway laid.
prove a eveat convenience for all traveling in
that direction,

e ———
Itis now thought the Naval Expedition | of

sailed from Old Puint yesterday.

It will | the disposition of the goods
| having expired, the delendants now appear
| by Counsel, tounswer:

Morris L. Hallowell & Co., from George K.
{ Witmer & Broo , and Witmer & Co., amount-
{ing to the aggregate sum of one thousand,
'one hundred and twenty-nine dollars and
, eighty-nine cents, ($1,129.89) with interest
from the time the bills became due. The
proceedings in both these cases were institu-
ted before the Court by this filing of affidavits
by one member of each of the said firms, to-
gether with u presentation of the original
notes by the uffidant, Anthony Gilkinson,
one of the firm of Bowen, Holmes & Co., in

portance, for if it were shown thatthis Court
had no jurisdiction of such vases, then all its
proceedings relative thereto would be null
and vyid. * The Court olaims, however, that
it has jurisdiction of these causes, and of all
causes of like character, which may be
brought befureit. The Court is located in
what is claimed by the rebels, as the enemy’s
country, and in a city which, by an order is-
rued trom the headquarters of the general
commanding this depurtment, has been placed
undermilitary rule,and virtualiy under mar-
tiallaw. On or about the 28th of August
last, Brig. Gen. Montgomery was, by order
of Major Gen. McClellan, made the KhLm-
RY GOVERNOR of this city. The term *Mili-
tary Guvernor” carries with it the implied
condition or future stafus of those who are
to be governed, s well as the kind of guv-
ernment to which they are to be subjected.
The appointment of a Military Governor was
a virtual declaration of martial law, and even
thouga no formal declaration thereof had
never, or has never, been made, still the one
exists only by virtue of the other, and neither
can exist without the other, By this virtual
declaration of martial law, all State and mu-
nicipal laws relating to this city were abro-
gated or suspended, so that it became not
only the right, but the duty of the military
authorities to administer justice in all cases
of whatsoever character that might arise un-
der the military govern: rship of the city.—
This Court, established by virtue of the mili-
tary governorship of the city, is charged,
therelore, with the duty of adjudicating all
cases, of whatsoever character, that may be
permitted to come before it; and since, by the

courts within the buunds of the city have
been suspended, it becomes the duty of th.s
Court, ex necessitate, to take charge of aud
adjudicate all cases in which the rights of the
citizens, su far as they may be in any way
connected with this most unholy rebellion,
are involved. It is no assumption, therefore,
upon the part of thie Court, to take cogui-

the first case; and by a statement of the ac-
count, sworn to by Enoch R. Hutchinson,
one of the tirm of Morris L. Hallowell &
Co.,in the second case. Both these affida-
vits, in addition to the facts respectin

their claims, set forth that the two princip

members of buth of said firms, (viz: George
K. Witmer & Edmund F. Witmer) had.fled
trom their accustomed place of business to
within the lines of the enemy, mking with
them, or rather, sending in advance of them,
a large amount of the goods ercluuod of
these plaintiffs and others; and that, to the

best ot their knowledge and belief, both were { 1n rebellivn against the Government to those calities, no matter

now using their means and influence, if not |
their own strong arms, in aiding the rebel-
lion now in progress against the U, S. Gov-
ernment. Such ia the spirit if not the exact |
wording of the affidavits in relation to the.
defendants. The affidavits further set furth, |
that the plaintiffs in buth cases, arc true and
loyal citizens, and, as such, claim the aid
and authority of the military power, as rep- .
resented in this Court, to enforce the collec-
tion of their respective claims—it being their |
only means of reiress under the present pe- |
culiar condition of affairs consequent on the
rebellion. Upon the proper filing of these
affidavits, (the same being subscribed and
sworn to in open Court) an order was issued |
that the defendants appear forthwith to an- |
swer. The order being served at the usual !
“place of business of saia firm, or firms, it
was found that only a single member thereof
remained to answer, namely: A. H. Slay- |
maker, who appeared and being sworn an-
swered in substauce as follows: That he was
one of thefirm of G. K. Witmer & Bros.,—
that his interest in the business was about
one-sixth, dependant, however, vn contin-
gencies—that George K. Witmer and E. F.
Witmer, the tfo other partners, had gone
beyond our lines, soon after the batt e of |
Bull Run, snd were still there as he suppo-
sed—that they were active, energetic men,
but he did nut know that they were directly
cunnected with.#h@army—that prior to the
occupation ofsslSaRdris by Government
troups the Ml . to the interior of
Virginia gl

at the pre-
thousand |
remaining
receiving |
bad paid |
he did not

p do—that |
Le kne he claims of |
Bowen, rris L. Hal-,

loweil &

g d—knew of |
no off-set ag

fthat at pre—‘
sent he had n Wwith, and even ‘
if he had, he did not"fe@rWat he bud un‘yi
authority to pay the debts ol the tirm, in the

He further stated in reply to enquiries by
the Courr, that the firta was abundantly able

absance of the principal members thereof. }/when a final settlement comes to be mude

to pay their debts—rthat G. K. Wiimer, he!their stock (us admitted

thought was worth .‘$4(l,()UO, and E. F. Wit-|
mer teom 515,000 to $20,000—that both were |
possessed of considerable real estate in addi- |
tion to the stock of zoods lelt here, @nd those I
| nuw 1n their pussession within the enemies’ |
lines. The original notes given to Bowen,
lHolwes & Co., were shown him, the signa-
tares to which he acknowledged us correct. |

either side, the Court ordercd that all the
goods whieh remained of the firm of G. K.
Witmer & Bros., and Wiemer & Cu., be taken
possession of immediately by ths Courr,
land held fur five duys, sutject to the claims
lof Bowen, Holmes & Co., and such other
i claimants as might hercajter uppear. 1If the
{elaim is not puid wiihin the five days, the
| Qourt would then issue the final order as to
The five days

Ist. **They protest agaiust the exercise
the jurisdiction claimed by this Court in
these cases.”  Thisis a poiutof the first im-

those who seek to avoid

zance of these causes, but simply the pertor-

! mance of a plain duty. That loyal citizens

should have some kind of redress against
paying their just
debts, because of their connection, near or
remote, with the so called Confederate Gov-
ernment, is plain to every one, and since
neither the courts or law officers in the
States where the rebellion exists will afford
them any facility for so duing; and since the
tebel government itself, by passing a ‘‘se-
qvestration act,” has sought to prevent the
payment of all debts due from those who are

who remain firm in their loyalty to it, it be-
¢ mes the bounden duty of the military pow-
er to aid loyal citizens in thus securing their
just claims. A refusal 80 to do on the part
of the military authorities, would, in the
opinion of this Cuurt, be virtually *‘aidio
and abetting” the enemy, since it would al-
low to remain in the hands of the rebels the
very means, which, if placed in the hands of
logal citisens, to whom it justly belongs,
wight be used in aiding and sustaining the
Government,

The second point raised by the counsel
for defence, is, that a change of the firm
from George K. Witmer & Bros. to Wit-
wer & Co., on or about the lst January last,
makes the goods now in store belong to the
latter, and not responsible for the debts of
the former. It is fair to presume that if the
latter bought the stock from the former so
lae a8 January last, they (the latter) still
owe the former a sufficient amount to cover
all losses that maz acorue to them from ap-
plyinga portion of the goods to the payment
of the remaining debts of the former.

The two Witmers, asis shown by the evi-
dence, were the principal partnersin the first
firm, and the more wealthy of the two was
the bead and principal partner in the late or
present firm. ~ What were the exact pecuni-
ary relations of the men composing either
oue or both of these firms, the Court has no
means of knowing, since the books of the firm
have not been brought before the C art, nor
would the remaining partner, A. 1, Slayma-
ker, state the exact relation which even he
bimself held to the firm. It not being, how-
ever, any part of the business of this Court
to settle the private interests of those who |
are in rebellion against the Government, nor
of any who may be connected with them, in
uny attempt to defraud ard cheat loval citi-
zens out of theirjusc claims, the Court di-
rects that the whole of the remaining stock
be applied to the payment of the debts, whe-
ther said debts are’ in the name of Geo. K.
Witmer & Bros. or Witmer & Co. It either
of the partners should, by any possibility, |
suffer from such an application of the goods,
he or they can have redress upon the others,
among themselves, !
The sending away of a large portion of
by the remaining
partner, A, II. Sluymaker), in May last, was
an act not only cuipable in irself (occurring, |
as it did, just prior to the oceupation of this }
city hy the U. 8. troops), but a misdemenn-
or of 80 high a grade, that i might ja~iy
suhject all concerned to the charge of mijs-
prison of prison. "Phis was aiding the ene-

virtual declaration of martial law, all other bl

my, not by word or individuul effort only,
the very means.
whereliy to help on the rebelion. The luck |
of confidence thas expressed inoarown Goy- |
ernment, taking the respondent’s own tes |
tmony as evidence, and the fiith thereby |
shown in the fiual successjof the rebellion,
proves conclusively that. the two prineipa
partoers were traitors at heart, and it is not
unreasonable to suppose that those why were
connected in business with them and assent-
ed, if they did not urge, such transfer of the
goods, partouk largely of a like sentiment, |
This fact alone would, in the upinion of this |
Court, warrant the seizure of all the remain-
ing stock as forteited to the G wernment by
the rebellious acts of tanese men, were it not

that loyal citizens bave priorsolaims Which
ought first to.be sati<fied. ¥ hether or not
the remaining partuer is liable to the charge
of construgtive treason for being “‘particeps
criminis” in such & transuction, 1 emains yet
for the considerution of this Court and by the
Guvernment. The fuct that the remaining
partner has been selling off the stock and
collecting the debts of the firm, without ever
in a single instance paying, or offering to
pay, a single one of the debts due from the
firm to loyal creditors, shows but ton plainly
a studied attempt to avoid paying Northern
debts—in respunse, it may be, 10 the dicta
of the su-called Southern Congress. which
forbids any such debts from being paid—
preferring, as avowed in the Sequestration
Act, that all debts due to loyal citizene of the
North, should be repudiated, in order that
the amount so due and owing might go into
their public treasury to help them in their
rebellion against the Goverament,

While desiring in these cases to afford the

laintiff all needful and. proper. relief, the
guuru is mindful of the fact, thut there are
other claimants upon these goods whose
r':ights and interests are eqoully to be regard-
ed. It cannot therefore suffer the goods to
be wantonly sacrificed, as they would if put
up at public auction in this eity, at this time.
It the parties were insolvent and all their
debts knowa to this Court, the order would
be that & “pro rata” distribution of all the
remaining assetts be made among their ore-
ditors; but as they claim to be more than
able to pay all their debts, and as only a por-
tivn of these debts have yet been reported tu
this Coart, a different ordyor is deemed equita-
8. 4
The fioal order of the Court in both these
cases, is, thut Provost Marshal D. A. - Grif-
fith, Wm. N. Berkeley, and James M. Stout-
enburg, be, and they are hereby appoipted
a commission, to make a fair and ilﬂplglill
assessment of a sufficient amount of the stock
‘left by defendants, to satisfy both these
. claims—that. the goods be valued at such
yricu as they will bring at public sale in a
air market—that to the amount of each
claim, be audded sufficient to pay costs of
transportation to place of shipment; and
that when such nssessment is finished and :a'
report thereof made to, and approved by, this
Court, the goods so assessed, be turn' d over
to each of the respective claimants, in full
satisfuction for the debis due them from the
defendaots.

This is not a Court of delay, nor will pro-
ceedings he stayed at any time, or in any
cage, upon mere leﬁal quibblings or techni-

ow adroitly or learnedly
resented; but in these causes the eounsel
ur the defense ask, in case of judgwent con-
trary to their wishes, that the papers and
Jjudgment of the Court, e submitted to the
President of the Unitad§ States for his ap-
proval or disapproval. The Court is not only
willing but anxious-thut these cases be thus
submitted, in order that the pringjpal in-
volved may be either approved or disapprov-
ed by the highest authority known to our
civil or military laws, and thos fix irrevica-
bly the precedent which this Court deems
Jjust and equitable—namely, that the rebels
should be made to pay all debts due loyal
citizens—peaceably if possible, forcibly if
necessary; and that the military power is
imperatively oalled upon-to aid all loyal citi-
zens in thus obtaining justice. -
It is, therefore, further ordered, that the
gouds which may be agyegsed by the com-
missioners, for each of the ‘respective cluim-

|8ats as per foreguitg order, be not finully

delivered to the plaintiffs unul fiye days shall
bave elupsed from the issuing of this order.

(Signed)
J. R. FREESE,
Ass’t Adj’t Gen’l U. 8. A. and Provost
Judge of Alexandria. ;
Provost Court, Alexa., Va., Oct, 28, 1861.
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Gen. Butler, of Massachusetts, is now re-
cruiting a regiment in his State. In a
speech at Ruxbury he said, that if this
“rebellion be not quelled, and that within
& short period, the United Scates will be-
come involved in a war, such as the world
as never seen, not only with the Scuth
hut with the powers, which by lust of
gain, will be induced to take sides with it’,
CuL. GopwiN.—Our ioformant yesterday
mistook the nature ot the attack under which
Col. S. Gudwin was suffering. A severe in-
disposition and vertigo were mistaken for
paralysis. We were glad to meet Col. God-
win ot the strees this moruing, and hope he
may live for many years yet.
Ldloeli Bl

A letter is published from Mr, Boern:
stein, U. 8. Consul at Bremen, in which
he affirms that the active symwpathy gene-
rally expressed in Earope, is 10 faver of
the Southern (}‘imledlrmcy. and expresses
himsell geverally”as setisied that public

feeling is agaiust the present war.
T ————

All the details, orders, &e., &e., dunne(:-
ted with the Nu¥al Expedition have been
published in the newspupers—everything,

it would seem,:but: its point of destination.
T ———
An aceident oceurred on Tuesday on the

Northern Uentral Railroad, by which btigine,
cars. &c, were smashed, two passengers
killed, uud several wounded.
S )
As far as we hear'all is quict on the Po
tomue lines to-day—though an advanee, in
force, is confidently expected every day.

Parave.—Quite a large body of United
States troops passed through this city yes-
terday afternoon, on parade,




