
ALEXANDRIA,VA.
Hai.i.ow Eve.—To-momw is Hallow Eve.

The English, in the days of Merry England,
named the festival, which occurs on Friday,
"AllHallows."and, of course, the last day
of October then became Hallow Eve. It is
in tbe old countries a merry night, full of
charms and spells for true lovers or enquirers
after that species of humanity. Even here
many a lassie has net up till past midnight,
and then eaten a spoonful ofcornmeal dough»
when that was a popular incantation. Burns,
in his "Hallowe'en *has made immortal the
rustic games and charms with which the
Scotch peasantry pass the night.

"When merry, friendly, country folk
Together did convene,

To burn their nuts, and pull their stocks,
And have their Hallowe'en."

Years ago such customs were not uncom-
mon in this section of country, but 01 late a
singular custom of robbing cabbage gardens
and hanging tbe stolen vegetables at the
doors of neighborhoods has grown up. It is
a custom M more honored in the breach than
in the observance," and will probably fal-
into disuse hereafter.

The Suburbs.—Those portions ofthis town
which Mrs. Partington calls tbe "outsquirts,"
and which, in tbe Alexandria vernacular,
were known as Bulltown, Lafentown, tbe vil.
lage of Fisbtown, Nailor's Hill. Hayti, Wesl
End, 4c, have changed their aspects with
the changes of the times. There have ol

late been none of the daily improvement!-
which, in many of those localities, marked
that the town was filling up to the full
breadth authorized by its chartered limits.
Custis street, which passes on the other side
of the canal, is still a myth, and seems like
lyto remain bo for a long time. Dilapidated
houses are no longer repaired, nor do comely
residences continue to take the places for-
merly occupied by unsightly huts. The
graveyards are nut more quiet than many of
those localities. We trust, however, that it
may not be long ere the stayed march of im-
provement may be resumed.

War News.—Again the report prevails
that General Scott is about to resign (in a
few days) his position in tbe Army. A ru-
mor, not believed, has obtained circulation
that the private secretary of Com. Dupont
has absconded with the maps, charts and
sealed orders of the naval expedition. From
Kentucky, it is said that on the Cumberland
river, on Saturday, a Confederate force of
100 was routed, with the loss of 13 killed, 24
prisoners, and horses and camp equipage
captured. From Missouri, it is said that
Gen. Lane has captured a Federal transpor-
tation traiu : Gen. Price is in Newton coun-
ty. The Confederates entered Springfield on
Wednesday, and captured a quantity of
stores left there by Col. Taylor. The friends
of Capt. Scott, of the Keystone State, are
confident, that he will satisfactorily explain
his conduct in returning from Key West,
and that he will be released.

The Upper Pi.tumac—Three brigades of
Gen. Bank's division have left Edwards'
Ferry and arrived at Darnestown, Md. A
force still remains at the Ferry. The Con-
federates appear to line the banks of the
river apposite, and call out to the Federal
troops, (according to the telegiaphic account)
"to come over arid ptiy them another visit."
There are said to be uo defensive works a
Leseturg, but all the approaches were fort
tied.

Fences.—-One of the aspects of the tim
is the almost total absence of fencing in sou
portions of tbe region within tho city limit
Beside the general desolation which ever hi
lows in the path of war, the scarcity of fue
has, uo doubt, led to ot risiderable depredt
tions on material fit for burning, and, in sum
cases, proprietors have uaased their fence
Ul be taken down and stored away, rathe
than ri.-k their almost certain destruction.

Mn.iT.'.r.v Curt—The Military Coal
held its tmiiil session sir the County Com
lloupo tin"? morning—-Judge Freeee prei-ii
ing, but no civil business of interest cam
) efnre it.

Tne cane of Chapman, Lyon & NojSS v-
Barley, Triplett* Co., was postponed b-
oonsent of both parties rill to-morrow.

Improved Sidewalk.—The sidewalk <m
the west side of Washington street, near
W< He, has received a much needed improve.
n*ent. The old and rotten plunking, which |
had become dangerous, has been removed, J
•md a solid compost footwas !nid. rt will
prove a great convenience forall traveling in
that direction.

It is now thought the Vaval Expedition j
sailed from Old Point yesterday.

The Northern Deiit Question.—As in the
case which is presented by the suit of cer
tain Northern firms against Witmer & Co.
in the Military Court, the decision, f
affirmed by the President of the United
States, involves important consequences to
merchants of this city, and wherever else in
the States south of us the Federal army may
enter, we think proper to present the same
entire to our readers:—
Opinion of the Court in the cases of

Bowen, Holmes & Co., vs. George K. Wit-
mer & Bros., and Morris L. Hallowell &
Co., vs. George K. Witmer & Bros., and
Witmer & Co.
In an action of Debt, the Plaintiffs pray-

ing the aid of the Provost (Military) Court,
because of the alleged fact that two of the-
Defendants are beyond the rebel lines, and
believed to be aiding and abetting the enemy.

These are actions brought by Bowen,
Holmes & Co., of New York city, and Mor-
ris L. Hallowell & Co., of Philadelphia, to
recover lrom George K. Witmer & Bros.,
and Witmer & Co., late of this city, the
amounts due on four certain promissary
notes, drawn by Geo. K. Witmer & Bros., to
the orderofBowen, Holmes &Co., amounting
in the aggregate to live thousand, five hun-
dred and thirty-six dollars and seventy cents
($5,536.70) with interest lrom the time they
became due; and on a Book Account due

| Morris L. Hallowell & Co., from George K.
jWitmer& Broo , and Witmer &, Co., amount-

ting to the aggregate sum of one thousand,
one hundred and twenty-nine dollars and
eighty-nine cents, ($1,129.89) with interest
from the time the bills became due. The
proceedings in both these cases were institu-
ted before the Court by this filingofaffidavits
by one member of each of the said firms, to-
gether with a presentation of the original
notes by the affidant, Anthony Gilkinson,
one of the firm of Bowen, Holmes & Co., in
the first case; and by a statement of the ac-
count, sworn to by Enoch R. Hutchinson,
one of the firm of Morris L. Hallowell 4
Co., ia the second case. Both these affida-
vits, in addition to the facts respecting
their claims, set forth that the two principal
members of both of said firms, (viz : George
K. Witmer & Edmund F. Witmer) had.fled
from their accustomed place of business to
within the lines of the enemy, taking with
them, or rather, sending in advance of tbem,
a large amount of the goods purchased of
these plaintiffs and others; and that, to tbe
best of their knowledge and belief, both were
now using theirmeans and influence, if not
their own strong arms, in aiding the rebel-
lion now in progress against the (J. S. Gov-
ernment. Such in tbe spirit if not the exact
wording of the affidavits in relation to the
defendants. The affidavits further set forth,
that the plaintiffs in both cases, arc true and
loyalcitizens, and, as such, olaim tbe aid
and authority of tbe military power, as rep-
resented in this Court, to enforce the collec-
tion of their respective claims—it being (heir
only means of relress uuder the present pe-
culiar condition of affairs consequent on the
rebellion. Upon the proper filingof these
affidavits, (tbe same being subscribed and
sworn to in open Court) an order was issued
that the defendants appear forthwith to an-
swer. The order being served at the usual 'place of business of said firm, or firms, it
was found that only a single member thereof
remained to answer, namely: A. H. Slay-
maker, who appeared and being sworn an-
swered in substance as follows: That he was
one of the firm of G. K. Witmer &Bros.,
that his interest in the business was about
one-sixth, dependant, however, on contin-
gencies—that George K. Witmer and E. F.
Witmer, the two other partners, had gone
beyond our lines, soon after the battle of
Bull Bun, and were still there as he suppo-
sed—that they were active, energetic men,
but he did not know that they were directly
connected with,,lba_|rmy—that prior to the
occupation "fm|BwPWA"''' by Government
troops the essae fcUff to the interior of
Virginia_lM \u25a0[\u25a0their stock—that
there r_dj pytsek, at the pre-
sent, gflj JJjj* thousand
toiiaiH \u25a0remaining

partrrw B. receiving
no'oeJJ Xthad
no dorW WrAi" did

'halß Bu-to

ill-set Bit that at pre- j
t he had mi IhridsaßßPiwiih, and even
iv had, l.c did not feilTWa-, he bad any

authority to pay the debts of the firm, in the I
abssaoe of the principal members thereof.

lurther
stated in reply to enquiries by

Jourt, that the firm was abundantly able )
,y their debts—that G. K. Witmer, he •ght was worth $40,000, and E. F. Wit-1
from $15,000 to $20,000—that both were
lseed oi' considerable real estate iv addi- i
co the stock of g;oods left here, eand those j
in their poiseaitioa within the enemies'

The original notes given to Bowen,
,es & Co., were shown him, the signa-
.to 'A hioi. he acknowledged as correct,

c hfingpo lurther evidence to iffor on
r side, the Court ordered that all the
I wliicii remained of the firm ol G. K.
ier&Bros., and Warner <fc Co., be taken
ssion of immediately by th s Court,
ield for five d.ij's, suljeci t* the claims
iweh, Ilidti.i's & Co., and such other
ants as night hercaiur appear. If the
iis not paid withiii the live days, the

would thou isbuo the final order as to
ispositiou at the goods The five days
g expired, the defendants now appear
mnsei, 10 answer:

Ist. •' They protest against the exercise
of the jurisdiction claimed by this Court in

portance, for ifit were shown that this Court I
had no jurisdiction of such cases, then all its
proceedings relative thereto would be null
and void. The Court claims, however, that
it has jurisdiction of these causes, and of all
causes of like character, which may be
brought befoie it. The Court is located in
what is claimed by the rebels, as the enemy's
jcountry, and in a city which, by an order is-
cued lrom the headquarters oi tbe general
commanding thisdepartment,has been placed
under militaryrule,and virtually under mar-
tial law. On or about the 28th of August
last, Brig. Gen. Montgomery was, by order
of Major Gen. McClellan, made the Milita-
ry Governor of this city. The term "Mili-

I tary Governor" carries with it the implied
condition or future status of those who are
jto be governed, a well as the kind of gov-
ernment to which they are to be subjected.
The appointment ofa Military Governor was
a virtual declaration ofmartial law, and even
thouga no formal declaration thoreof had
never, or has never, beeu made, still the oneexists only by virtue ofthe other, and neither
can exist without the other. By this virtual
declaration of martial law, all State and mu-
nicipal laws relating to this city were abro-
gated or suspended, so that it became notonly the right, but the duty of the military
authorities to administer justice in all cases
of whatsoever character that might arise un-
der the military govern- rship of the city.—
This Court, established by virtue of the mili-
tary governorship of the city, is charged,
therelore, with the duty of adjudicating allcases, of whatsoever character, that may be
permitted to come before it; and sinoe, by the
virtual declaration of martial law, all other
courts within the bounds of the city have
been suspended, it becomes the duty of th.s
Court, ex necessitate, to take charge of and
adjudicate allcases in which tbe rights of the
citizens, so far as tney may be in any way
connected with this most unholy rebellion,
are involved. It is no assumption, therefore,
upon the part of this Court, to take cogni-
zance of these causes, but simply the pert'or-

! mance of a plain duty. That loyal citizens
should have Borne kind of redress against
those who seek to avoid paying their just
debts, because ot their connection, near or
remote, with the so called Confederate Gov-
ernment, is plain to every one, and since
neither the courts or law officers in theStates where the rebellion exists will afford
tbem any facility for so doing; and since the
lebel government itself, by passing a "se-
qvestruf'on act," has sought to prevent the
payment of all debts due from those who are
in rebellion against the Government to those
who remain firm in their loyalty to it, itbe-

Ic mes the bounden duty of the militarypow-
er to aid loyal citizens in thus securing their
just claims. A refusal so to do on the part
jof the military authorities, would, in the.opinion of this Court, be virtually "aiding
aud abetting" tbe enemy, since itwould al-
low to remain in the hands of the rebels thevery means, which, if placed in the hands of
loyal citizens, to whom it justly belongs,
might be used in aiding and sustaining the
Government.

The second point raised by the counselfor defence, is, that a change of the firm
from George K. Witmer & Bros, to Wit-mer & Co., on or about the l»t January last,
makes the goods now in store belong to thelatter, and not resDonsible for the debts ofthe former. It is fair to presume that if tho
latter bought tbe stock from tbe former so
late as January last, they (tbe latter) stillowe the former a sufficient amount tv cover
all losses that may accrue to them from aD-plyinga portion of the goods to the payment
of the remaining debts of the former.

The two Winners, as is shown by the evi-dence, were the principal partners in tbe first
I firm, and the more wealthy of the two wasjthe bead and principal partner in the late or
jpresent firm. What were the exact pecuni-
| ary relations of the men composing eitherone or both of these firms, the Court has no
Imeans ofknowing, since the books of the firmhave not been brought before the C .urt, norwould the remaining partner, A. 11. Slayma-
ker, state the exact relation which even hehimself held to the firm. It not being, how-ever, any part of the business of this Court
to settle the private interests of those whoare in rebellion against the Government, nor|Of any who may be connected with theiri in

jany attempt to defraud and cheat luval citi-
zens outot their just claims, the Outm di-
rects that the whole of the remuinin-- stockIbe applied to the payment of the debts, whe-ther said debts are" iv the name of Geo X>Vitmer & Bros, or Witmer & Uo. If eitherof rhe partners should, by any possibilitysuffer from such an application of the goods'

jhe or they can have redress up„n the others'
| when a final settlement conies to be madekamong themselves.

The sending away of a large portion oftheir stock (us admitted by the remaining
| partner, A. 11. Slay maker), in May last was
|an act toolionly culpable in itself (occurringas it did just prior tv the occupation of thisIcity by the (J. 8. troops), hut a misdemean-or of so high a grade, bat it Might iu»ily
subject all concerned to the charge of mi,
prism of prison. This was aiding the ene-my, not by w„rd or individual effort onlybut by furnishing thorn with the very meanswlierel.y to help on the rebdPon. the iai«kol confidence thus expressed in our.own G v-

iient,
taking the respondent's b*_ tes

:iy as evidence, and the faith the-eby» "i the final succ-ssjof the rebellion
)s conclusively that the two principa'
iers were traitors at heart, and it is nottsonable to suppose th n't those who wore?eted in business with tbem and asseiit-they did n ,1 ur-e, such transfer of the', partook largely ol a like Sentimenttact alone Would, in the opinion of t h\>t, wan-ant the seizure of all the remaintook as forfeited to the Government bymhellious acts of toast men, were it not

tbat loyal citizens have prior claims which
ought first to be satisfied. Whether or not
the remaining partner is liable to the charge
of constructive treason for being "particcpscriminis" in cuch a transaction, iemaiusyet
for the consideration ol this Court and by the
Government. The fact that the remaining
partner has been selling off the stock and
collecting the debts of the firm, without ever
in a single instance paying, or offering topay, a single one oj the debts due from the
firm to loyal creditors, shows but ton plainly
a studied attempt to avoid paying Northern
debts—in response, it may be, to the dicta
of the so-called Southern Congress, which
forbids any such debts from being paid-
preferring, as avowed in the Sequestration
Act, that all debts due to loyal citizens of the
North, should be repudiated, in order that
the amount so due and owingmight go into
their public treasury to help them in their
rebellion against the Government.

While desiring in these cases to afford the
plaintiff all needful and proper, relief, tbe
Court is mindful of the fact, that there are
other claimants upon these goods whi.se
rights and interests are eqcally to be regard-
ed. ItCannot therefore suffer the goods to
be wantonly sacrificed, as they would if put
up at public auction in this city, at this time.
It the parties were insolvent and all their
debts known to this Court, the order would
be that a "prorata" distribution of all tbe
remaining asset's be made among their ere

it;
but as they claim to be more than

o pay all their debts, and as only a por-
f these debts have yet been reported to
Jourt, a different order is deemed equita-

-3 final order of the Court in both these
is, tbat Provost Marshal D. A. Grif-

Vm. N. Berkeley, and James M. Stout-
g, be, and they are hereby appointed
mission, to make a fair and impartial
ment of a sufficient amouut of the stock

_y defendants, to satisfy both theseclaims—that the goods be valued at such
{irices as they willbring at public sale in a
air market—that to the amount of each

claim, be added sufficient to pay costs of
transportation to place of shipment; andthat when such assessment is finished and a
report thereof made to, and approved by, this
Court, the goods so assessed, be turn d over
to each of the respective claimants, in full
satisfaction for the debts due them from tbedefendants.

I
This is not a Court of delay, nor willpro-

ceedings be stayed at any time, or in anycase, upon mere legal quibblings or techni-
calities, no matter how adroitly or learnedly
presented; but in these causes the counsel
for the defense ask, in case of judgment con-
trary to their wishes, that the papers andjudgment of the Court, >c submitted to the
President of the Unitedj States for his ap-

Iproval or disapproval. The Court is not only
willing but anxious that these cases be thus
submitted, in order that the principal in-
volved may be either approved or disapprov-

ed by tbe highest authority known to our
civil or military laws, and thus fix irrevoca-bly the precedent which this Court deems
just and equitable—namely, that the rebelsshould be made to pay all debts due loyal
citizens—peaceably if possible, forcibly ifnecessary; and that the military power ia
imperatively cilled upon to aid all loyal citi-zens in thus obtaining justice.
i It is, therefore, further ordered, tbat the
goods which may be assessed by the com-Imissiooers, for each of the respective claim-, ants as per foregoing order, be not finally

| delivered to the plaintiffs until five days shall
jhave elapsed from the issuing of this order.

J. R. FREESE.
Ass t Adj't Gen'l U. S. A. and Provost

Judge of Alexandria.
I Provost Court, Alexa., Va., Oct. 28, 1801.

Gen. Butler, of Massachusetts, is now re-
cruiting a regiment in his State. In a

jspeech at Roxbury he said, that if this

J "rebellion be not quelled, and that within
ja short period, the United States will be-

Icome involved in a war, such as the world
(as never seen, not only with the South
jhut with the powers, which by lust of
gain, will be induced to take sides with it.',

Cul. Godwin.—Our informant yesterday
mistook the nature of the attack under which
Col. S. Godwin was suffering. A severe in-

! di-pjsition and vertigo were mistaken for
| paralysis. We were glad to meet Col. God-
win on the street this morning, and hope he
may live for many years yet.

I
A letter is published from Mr. Boern-

ftn, U. S. Con-iil at Bremen, in which
i affirms tbat the active sympathy gene-
lly expressed in Europe, is in favor of
c Southern Confederacy, and express*
iiiseli generally'as satisfied that public
•ling is against the present war.
All the details, orders, &c, &c, connec-

-1 with the NVval Expedition have been
Wished in the newspapers—everything,
would seem, but its point of destination.
An. accident occurred ob Tuesday "on the
itliern Central Railroad, by which engine,
s. .to, were smashed, two passengers
led, and several wounded.

A.* far as we hear all is quiet on the Po
iiac lines to-day—though an advance, in

force, is confidently expected every day.

Paraoe.—Quite a large body of United
States troops passed through this city yes-
terday afternoon, on parade.


