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REMINISCENCES OK ALEXANDRIA.

Lex loci—Law Lat.
The law of tho place.—Trans.

Pardon the conceit of tbe motto. In
walking through the Market Square, a few
days ago, I looked up at the Old Court House»
and remembered the men who once figured
there, and were prominent as citizens and
lawyers—most of whom have gone to their

last homes, fand are no longer here to
partake of the prosperity or share in the ad-
versity of the old town. 1 went up the
steps which led to the Court Room, and cast
a glanoe at the deserted and dilapidated ap-

pearance of what was once the seat of jus-
tice. Allis changed!

In my day, the Bar of Alexandria wa

scarcely behind tbat of any town in Virgin
ia. The resident practitioners were, som

of them, very able men, and the most dis
tinguished lawyers were frequently employ
ed in cases argued, and determined in the
"Circuit Court of the District of Columbia
for the county of Alexandria." Judge
Cranch presided, and the associate judges
were Thruston and Morsell—the latter ol
whom, I believe, is still alive and still a
judge of the Court in Washington. Judge
Cranch was an excellent, upright, and im'
partial judge, attentive and industrious.—
He was esteemed and respected by the bar,

and the citizens generally—and, having
been, for many years, a resident here, wa§ a
favorite. He was, I always thought, cold
and formal in his bearing—but in all the
domestic relations of life a model man.—
Grave and dignified in his manner, bis very
presence commanded order, and ensured de.
corum. Thruston had the quickest and live-
liest parts ofany one on the bench; and though
not a student, was originally well grounded
in the law, always seized the strong points
of a case, and came at once to correct con.
elusions. He was somewhat irrascible and
impatient, and did not always show the
"suaviter in modo" though no one ever accu-

sed him r>f wanting the "fortiter in re."—
Whenevor a judge acts upon the principle of
Sir Thomas Parker, in the reign of Queen
Anne, that it is "one 1of his duties to render
it disagreeable to counsel to talk nonsense,"
it is difficult for him altogether to escape the
imputation of discourtesy. Nevertheless,
Judge T. was really kind hearted and friend-
ly. Morsell was a quiet man, never ambiti-
ous of being prominent, but by those who
knew him acknowledged to be well read in
his profession, and a sound and safe ex-
pounder of the law. The Clerk of the
Oourt was Mr. Edmund I. Lee, an esteemed
gentleman of the old school, precise and
methodical, but so much, on that account,

the better officer of the Court. He was him-
self an excellent lawyer, aud thoroughly ac-
quainted with all the duties of his office,
which he performed with scrupulous fidelity,
and with nm-eviating adherence to the pro-
per forms. Studiously correct himself he
desired and required the same attention from
others, in all judicial matters. When a
criminal was arraigned, an oath administer-
ed, or any other official act performed in
open court, it was done with solemnity and
never failed to be impressive. Mr. Lee was
universally respected. The Marshal, or as
we .say in Virginia now, the Sheriff, was

Mr. Tench Ringgold, of whom our people
saw but little, but his Deputy, Mr. Daniel
Minor, lived among us, had a host of friends,
and still lives, ois I am informed in the coun-
iy of Fairfax, retaining the regards and
good wishes of all who ever knew him. The
crier of the Court, when Ifir«t recollect, was
Mr. Campbell, an eldorlv Scotch gentleman,
with a strong burr on his tougue, a deep,
sonorous voice, and always to be found at

his post, opening and (dosing the court, and
commanding silence, if any one outside the
bar presumed even tv whisper.

Mr. Thomas Swarm was the first District
Attorney I recollect, lie was eminently
fitted tor bis position—and bad an honest,
persuasive way of addressing the jurj, which
Mild .-.trough* against offenders whim he
prosecuted There was but little of ''quip
or quirk" in Mr. Swarm's course, but be ac-
complished as much by discarding the sub-
tleties of the profession, and relying upon
facts aud the evidence, .is others do, by re-
sorting to stratagem, or seeking success in
the intricacies of the written as well a-i the.
uuwritten law. Mr. Francis S. Key sue-

•ceeded Mr. Swarm—a man of genius, and
of learning. He was alv'wytstrong when he
chose to exert himself—and wo tv ti.t. crimi-
nal when he was aroused to a sense of duty,
'.nd ,i litliel in the guilf ef tbe accused, to

i tillfor hi* >• w-ictioo. |
c

The old belief that it will never do tor a

lawyer to be a poet, prevailed even in the
case of such a lawyer as Mr. Key. I waß

standing near an intelligent gentleman, who

had been listening to a very able speech de-

livered by Mr. Key in a criminal case, and
observing, as I thought, the delight of my
friend, asked him what he thought of that?—

" Thought of that," said he, " why I was all
the time thinking of tbe Star Spangled Ban-
ker!"

Amongour own lawyers whom
iand whose memory Istillcherish with affec-
tionate remembrance, was Mr. Robert I. Tay-
lor. No written or published tribute to the
worth and talents of Mr. Taylor that I have
seen, has ever done justice to the man or the

lawyer. Here, in this community, where he

had lived from his earliest childhood, he re-
ceived that confidence from his fellow citi-
zens which is tbe highest compliment that
can be paid to a professional man, and which
was bestowed upon him in a spirit which en-
hanced its value. His name was itselfhere
in Alexandria " a tower of strength " in any

| cause in which he was engaged, because of
I the implicitreliance placed upon his virtue
jand honesty. He would never curry a case
: into court if it could be amicably settled be-

i tween the parties out of doors; he would
! give no advice in favor of litigation, ifhe did

'not see reason tobelieve insuccess ; he would
!resort to no artifice to gain a triumph, and
uo subterfuge to escape defeat. With no
pretensions to oratoiical display or mere

forensic eloquence, as it is called, he was a
most convincing, able speaker—his etyle
formed after the best English models—his
sentences flowing and rounded—his voice
sweet and wellmodulated—his air and man-
ner conciliatory and prepossessing. I called
him then—and still think him after tbe lapse
of near thirty years from tbe days of which
I write—in must respects, the best lawyer in

lirginia.Iirginia. His modesty—innate, delightful
it was—prevented him from seeking fame
notoriety abroad—he was content withthe

quiet honors bestowed upon him by his

friends and neighbors. But he made his
mark wherever he appeared, and the more
difficulttl c case in which he was engaged, or
had to manage, tbe more were his profession-
al brethren and the public satisfied of his
ability. There was always so much souni

sense, cogent argument, and kuowledge of
the law displayed in his addresses to courts
and juries, that it was a real pleasure to lis-
ten to him. Often have I heard him in court,

Emiug negligently over the back of his
air, discussing the most intricate questions
nnccted with the laws of real property,

pouring a flood of light upon tho matter in

issue, illustrating his arguments with ready
and apt references to authorities, and all in
that easy, familiar way which was natural to
him, and which, while itmade plain the most

abstruse points, seemed more likethe earnest
conversation of an intelligent gentleman,
than the studied effort of a learned counsel-
lor. And yet I have also heard him when,

Eemingly unconscious to himself, he was
uly eloquent—moving a jury to tears, or
.citing them to share his feelings as well as

to follow his judgment. He will be remem-
bered by the Alexandrians who still survive
him, as an honor to their community, and,
had he lived, there is uo post of distinction

It
the bar or on the bench in Virginia, to

hieh he could not have attained.
I have already said so much of Mr. T.—

>r " out of the abundance of the heart the
loath speaketh "— that I cannot do more
l.m refer to the names of -iome of the other

lawyers, now deceased, who ivmy time flour,

ished with him—such as Thomson F. Ma
son, quick, acute, ready; and Thomas \\

Hewitt, zealous, indefatigable, intrepid am
( etermined; the younger members of th
>ar at that day I must pass over for the pre-
eut, but may recur to them again, and giv
omo •' reminiscences " of their talents am
icquirements.

A constant .'.Hen dan I; and practitioner a

our bar was Waller Jones?, then in tbe heigl
of his fame. This profound and accomplish-

ed lawyer always was "at home " in Ale
mdria. He had formerly lived here muc
and knew all our people. He was eonstaml
employed in important cases. On two occa
sions I heard William Wat apeak in the o!

Court House. The place was crowded, Ire
member, and >>n both occasions his effort
were able. And this culls to mind the fac

thai when interesting cases were expected t

be tried, tho officers of tbe oourt tmw 'ha
prop? aod beams were placed in the market
', , under the Boor of the c..urt-room, t

prevent an. accident from the weight ot

crowded audience. Once, a long time ag<
.it th- tiialof Burfnot. for shooting and rob-

-1 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 Peter*, the court •!j arm .i to tbe tbea

tre, and the trial was held in the latter buil-
ding.

The Court House is now in another place
—out of town, in the northern suburbs—l
am told not as convenient, or even as safe as

the old one. Other men fill the places ol
those of whom I have spoken. There are
not many of us left to remember what was

[the
days of which I have written.

GENERAL NEWS.
The Philadelphia News, referring to the
temptto induce, in these times, extortionists

to desist from oppressing the poor and needy
and asking high prices for food and luel, by
quoting to them the words of the Bible, that
•' extortionists shall not enter the kingdom ol
God," seems to that think the reminder is su'
perfluous. Extortionists do not set a great
value upon property so much above tide
water. If you could convince them that

speculating upon the wants of poor people
would cut them off from the possession of al]
real estate, as well as personal and mixed
property, they might be deterred from the

exhibition of their avaricious propensities j
but any prospective inheritance which is at

E
great an altitude as to have no market

lue, will bave very little influence upon
em.

The correspondent of the N. Y. Herald,
us writes concerning the Confederate Bat-

teries on the Potomac River :—4 * The bat-

teries, as far as they are known to exist, and
without counting such as may remain mask-
ed, now begin at Opossum's Nose, that line
extending four miles, to Chapawmisic creek.
Below this there is a gap of eight miles to

Aquia creek, where, as is well known,
another line of batteries begins, extending
to Potomac creek, a distance ofsix and three-
quarter miles. From Potomac, creek to Ma-
thias Point is a distance offifteen miles, in a

straight line, or, following the curve of the
shore, seventeen miles. From the former

place, nearly to the latter, is a chain of earth-
works, but no guns are believed to be moun.
ted. These distances were pricked off with
the dividers on Phelps' chart this morning,
nd have not been guessed at. With regard
o the batteries, I repeat, I have seen them,

and more than ouce came near feeling them

o some purpose."
The Wheeling ordinance for dividing tbe

old Commonwealth of Virginia, and erecting
a new State of the counties west of the Al-
eghany mountains, has been adopted by a
majority of nearly, if not quite, one hundred
o one, and a new Convention, the members
of which have just beeu chosen, will assem.

ble at Wheeliug on the 26th inst. to ratify
the action. The new State will be called
Kanawha, and will contain a population of
two hundred and eighty-two thousand, in-
cluding about eight thousand slaves.

The Catholic Mirrorfor this week says :

"We understand that Archbishop Hughes
sailed from New York, for Europe, on Wed-
nesday last. A letter was received from bim
in this city, in which it is said he stared that
his errand was neither one ofhealth, pleasure,
private or ecclesiastical business. The only
inference left is that his mission is of a politi-
cal character."

The Monrovia correspondence of the Lon-
don Times, under date of September 14,

| gives an account of the visit of a Spanish
war steamer to Monrovia, and her attack

I upon the Liberian war vessel the Quail. The
iSpaniard attacked the Quail without a word
of warning, but was vigorously fired upon
by the latter vessel and the Fort Norris bat-
tery, when she turned about and sped away
to sea.

D. E. Somes is out in a letter to the Presi-
dent, asking him to recommend to Congress
the division ofail the remaining public lands
among the soldiers at the close ofthe war.

The places where the two steamers were
recently lost, with horses, munitions of war,
&c, on the coast of North Carolina, are call-
ed KillDevil Shoal and Rogue's beach.

The bagging factory of John Bull, in St.
Louis, was destroyed by fire on the 7th inst.
Loss $120,000.

Df\ Payne, (Union) has been elected State
BenatoT in Prince George's County, Md.

A steam transport was burned at Chicago
on the 7ih. Lorn $40,000. Twenty persons
were killed.

An explosion took place at the Watervliet j
Ar&enul, N. Y. ou Wednesday, and four men j
were fatally injured,

A dispatch in the N. Y. Tribune from
Beaufort, South Carolina, siys th it, as far as

heard' from, in tbe bombardment, one uf the
Federal gun h iata waa disabled by the can-

\u25a0of the. Confederates, and that an.thei
aground. |

MISCELLANEOUS.
A CAM).

DURING the suspension of uiy regular Scln.nl
Exercises, I urn willing, fur the Bake of con-

genial eniployuien*, to receive a few students, to

whom Iwill give thorough daily instruction in nil
the solid English branches, togethe- with Compu-
tation, Hook-Keeping, Mathematics, and the Phy-
sical Sciences.

This will afford a rare opportunity for impi ove-
ment, to such young men and youths, as d.sin-
the quiet, order, and refinement of a SELECT
SCHOOL, together with the personal instruction
of an experienced Teacher.

TERMS $12.50 per quarter—Drawing $'i..".().

No extra charges whatever. Hours of instruction
from 9. A. M., to 1, P. M. Exercises to be c«in

inenced on the 2nd of December.
li m«7-lm CALEJJ 8. HALLOWELL.

NOTICE.

ALL PERSONS transacting business in the
city of Alexandria for which licences are re-

quired, and who have not obtained such licenses,
are required to call at the Mayor's Office without,
delay, and comply with tho law in procuring ihe
same.

Given under my hand, this, tbe 81st day of Oc-
tober, 1861. WM. B. PRICE, Mayor.

Headquarters, Alexandria, Va., i
October a Ist, 1861. \

THE city authorities of Alexandria, Va., by
their corporate powers are authorised to as-

sess revenues, impose taxes, fines, licenses, Ac,
to collect the same, and appropriate them, for iho
just and necessary expenditures of the Corpora-

-1 tion—in which they are not to be obstructed by
i military or other persons, unless—otherwise

ordered by competent authority.
W. R. MONTGOMERY,

Brig. Gen and Military Governor of Alex'a., Va.

to-t
31-2 w _

I. LOUIS KINZEB,
A TTORNEY AT LA W,

Alexandria, Va.

V-TILL ATTEND to the prosecution of Claim*): W for damages sustained by citizens of Alex-
jRndria and vicinity, by the use and occupation or
: destruction of their property by the U. S. troop*.

' "QROCEBIESr
APPLES—A largo lot on hand, mid

', \J for sale at $1.25 per bushel.. nov 7 / T CQQKt..

SWEET CIDER—A nice article, just received,
and fors tie by JOHN T COOKE,

1 nov 7 Old Post Office Corner

NEW BUCKWHEAT, just received, and lor
sale in large and small packages, by

| _nov 6_ JOHN T. COOKK.

| VTEVV MACKEREL—Nos. 1, 2, and SI on
I_\ baud, aud lor sale by

nov 6 JOHN T. COOKE.
JOHN X.COOJES,

i CHEAP FAMILY GROGEK,
Corner of Prince and Pitt Strcett,

(Old Post Office Corner.)
1 A LWAYS on hand a largo and well selected

J\. stock of FAMILY GROCERIES, which will
I Uo sold on terms to suit the limes.

DBlfal, CHIMIOALt, 4e.''
LEADBEATEB A CO., DRUGGISTS,

Stablkr's Old Stand, Established 17H2,
No*. 5 awl 7, South Fairfax Street,

Alexandria, Viro.nia,
TTA YE in store a full stock of Drugs, Chemicals,XI Paints, Oils, Acids, Oißaine Patent Medi-
cines, Dye Stuffs, Surgical Instruments, Pcrlu-
mery, Soaps, Sponges, Congress Water, \u25a0*_tcii>«
Chests, Spices, Coal Oil Lamps and Chimneys,, Pocket Medicine Cases, and all other goods usual -

Pin
a well conducted Drug establishment,

OAK WOOD.
L take orders fnrOAK WOOD, delivered
Sfi per cord Apply at the office of Wis*

n King, between Water and Union street*.
__*_ B T. PLUMMEK. Agent.

HAEDWABE, CUTLERY, Ac.

HAHDWARE, CUTLERY, HOUtSKKEKP•EKS GOODS, FANCY ARTICLES, 1MjPORTED AND D"MESTrc SUGARS, CHEW.
ING AND SMOKING TOBACCO. Ac. A<-
JOHN T CBEIGHTON, at his old stand, N...| BS, King street, has ou hand the best assortment,

lof GOODS iv the above fine to he found in the
imarket. To suit the present demand he has added

1 jmany things to his usual \ arietv, Mich as—
I jImported and Domestic Solars, of various brnmU. Chewing Tobacco in bars, tin foil and MPtr

packages
I Imported and Domestic Smoking Tobacco

A[
Fancy Pipe- and Pipe Steins, in great variety

Tobacco Boxes. Pouches and Wallets
1 jTooth and other Brushes, fine Tooth and Pocket,• ' Combs'. Pen Holders, Blue and Black InkInk Stands, Lead Pencils. Pencil Sharpeners

Pocket Mirrors, Shavin«r Soaps and Cream
Rumors, Razor Strops, Emory Paper, Sweet Oil
Chamois Skins, Leading Lines, Ac, Ac.

» Special attention is asked to a variety of ARMV
TELESCOPES, of extra quality.

The above GOODS were purchased for cash,and will bo sold wholesale and retail, at a smal
advance.» Any artiMe of TINWARE furnished at sbori> n,t,! u',e- ior • ,nle > a \u25a0Wood hand CYLINDER

\u25a0C 11
f»r coal—a first rate Stove for a n+ire

DBY GOODS

RE now in receipt ef the following goods,
viz: \u25a0 * 'Black French Glotlu uid Ca-simercs

Velvet aud Silk Vest.insrs, ; Ca\u25a0\u25a0siiielts, Wonllcn Shirts and Drawers
Silk and Linen Cambria HandkerchiefsS'.'cki .md Neck.Tics, Snspandeii
White ;,tid colored Flannelsr anton Flannels, Drown Drillings

t| Brown nnd Bleached Cotton's
J Callooos, Bleacled Jeana, Pitu and Needles

French and IngHah Merino
Mouslnines, Corsotts. Merino Shawls. Carpeu and llgs, Floor Oil Cloth
Alpacas, Carpal Chain

' I Blue Domestic, Irish Linen
; Black Muslin, Whlta and Cold CambricCloth iii-l Bilk Mamies

*; !Foiled Cloihs, Linaejra, A<\. Ac.
i Als. « hand a lotoi Silk* -rkith will be soldvery low.


