
To-Day — To-day is familiarly known as
"OldChristmas," or \u2666•Twelfth Day," and it

was one \u25a0 the conclusion of" the twelve days

which were kept meHly at Christmas tide
in the olden dya of Merry England. To
this day many customs and observances were
attached which have not fallen into disuse,
and some of v»h;eh, pefTiups, were " more
honored in tbe breach than in tbe observ-
ance."

—i i—

A Moxder us As-AOivr.—An assault.

"which will probably prove fatal, took place

at a bouse on King street, near Fiyette
street, to-day. T:ie Is-aelites, who have been

eouducting bus»nesa he«*e for a few weeks
past, v ider then" m of Visishaw & Simons,
fell out at breakfast this morning, and the
dispute ended by the former seizing a hatch-
et and cutting Sunon* acroBa the head aevt-

ral timea. Tbe wounded man was carried
to tbe hospital, and is not expected to live
The assailant was committed to jail,to await
a further exam'nation.

PSnow —The weaii.er, for several days
past, has been exceedingly cold. Last night
we bad a snow storm, and this morning snow
is ap cud over the 10-vols to a alight depth.

Epiphany.—The festival of Epiphany, as

observed by the Cafh-dio church, was cele-
brated at St.. Mary* church to day, by eer-

rices at 7£ and 10$ o'clock, Rev. Mr. Tueffcr
effio'atiug.

Mayor's Office.— Ihe case of murderous
assault, mentioned in another column, came
up, and tbe oftiuider was committed to jail.
0 her small cases came up, and were prop-
erly disposed of.

The messages of the G iveraora of tho

Northern States, to the State Legislatures,
as far as they have been received, all breathe

tbe war spirit, in the m.iat determined man-

ner, and recommend appropriation for de-
fence against foreign invasion, and for the

prosecution of hostilities against the S>uih-
ern States.

It ia ) r ipo«ed in the Marylard Legisla-
tor* that every pers n holdiui*. office under
th-State, and ail traders and dealers, shall
ha c impelled ft take an oa h of allegiance.

A hotel in Courtland, N. V., was
destroyed by fire, on Sa urdoy.

A poit'on of'n pi w ler mill exploded op-

posite New O'lentis, . n the 29 h ult. Mo-t

of the p'.wdor, however, had been previ us-
ly venii.ved.

Th • New Y»tk Herald attvlafs that Ru*
•ell, thecorre-p'i.detitof the L nln Time .
b'sent out of the roantry. His bite letteta
have \u25a0iiven much t ft' ici at the North.

Mr. L'vej y's res lution of "thanks" to
Citt W Ikes, for ih<* capture of ihe Trent, i
toeif. Pis-ed iv the U. S. 11 use of Repri*
Ben'atives.

Th'-Ealimore Sun tays: "G«I1, in the
ear'y part of the witk. to k a sudd n rise

on ihf '.nnttuncenjent of specie payment* by
the N rtiieru bank", sim i sales being made I
as high as 8 per cent, premium] tbe rates'
yesterhiy, h iwever. w-re | to 1] per cent.

an I advaneifg. There is no c'lange in the
of discount o S utbern fund-;."

S >me of ihichaplaiiis observe that pr< -!
faniry is very prevalent in the legiments to I
winch they arc attached, and they say it is i
Btirprising and alaruiing to see how soon I
young men form the bubit, who h d nrvtr

been ald c ed to itbefore. \V„ralways seems, ' I
to «'ii_ei'der i*.

The N. Y. Chamber of C mm-rce has pass
id resolutions memorializing the U S. Con-
gr ss (or a " speedy p.s-tg'of tffei ttve laws
by wh eh such equal taxs'to.i shall be hvied
in 'h'Several Slates, and a gyatem of excise
d v sed na to sustain the puhlic endit and
f.rm a staple basisfr the payment of tie
int"re-t,iind the ultimate liquidation . f tbe
public di b ;" abo, expressing the regret • 1"
the ni°rchants at the constiuctnn pui upon
lite acs of the U. S. C ngresa in 'relation to
an ricrf.s* t!f dv ies on citain articles, md
_ot«unoting a c minittec to prepare a reinon-

strut otto its being appliuabe to goods in
bord imported prior to the p-tssage of sahi
law. untl goods on shipboard prior tv th" 7 h
of Augu'tf. The meeting clo-ed with a pe. -
ponal entente between Mr. l>uer and lion. 11
Pin- ps, the formal of wh m gave the lattrt
the Ie, <. which die bitter retorted.

Captains Shu' rick and Wilkes, and N ivaT
C 10-'iuc or Pook, compose tbe board reei n
ly ii.ppdf.nd by trie 0. S. SeerUiry of tin
Nav*y to report and cxaniine up .n certain ii -
veiify. ns- whJnh promise tlSefalueps in tin
brent-href IbU U. S service

AOiVHillI' i'lUl'iilll hpPaks f .', tO*bttg '111

tin te-r. wh 'il S I .'ii guished .'..j..,. fin ,h

Jit'i-iiivM'xl'l, Soe is enlbd the Barbnta
d-- Cioko k'aa.cibtOi.c I{Gkaiktenkeu.

SOUTHERN NEWS.
The theatre, on the corner of Broad and

7h atreeia, in 11 choiond, Va., was entirely
destroyed by fiie on Thursday morning last.
Several of tbe adj iuing bouses, were alao
burned.

The Secretary of the Treasury of the
Confederate States, bas announced that on
and after tbe 2d inatant, tbe intereat on tbe
funded debt of the givernment would be
pad.

The R ehmond E quirer rays that Wm.
M. Browne, formerly editor of the N. Y.
J v nal of Ot mmeree, ia c.mmiasioned act-
io,* Secretary of State, during tbe tempora-
ry absence of the Hon R. M. T. Hunter

Gov. L<*tcher, of Virginia, had a reception
uu New Year's D.ty, which was largely at-

tended.
C.l. It E Colston, of the Sixteenth Regi-

ment of Virginia Volunteers has been pro-
moted to Brigadier General.

Jacob S. Atlee baa been again arrested
near Cpntreville, Va., upon suspicion of eu-

jdeavoring to c iminunicate with tbe enemy.
The D spateh remarks tint it ia justified in

saying from inf rmttinn in its p .i-session,
that fully seven-eighths of tbe Virginia
tr o.ih now in service willre-enlist when
their present terms expire.

Gen. Lee has stated that he ia confident of
ha ability to prevent the Federals from ad-
vancing en Charleston or Savannah.

In Ulligen.ee fr-m Western Virginia repre-
tens that many of the citizens of Rileigh
and Fayette county have had to abamb n

their h<mea and seek refuse in Monroe, in,

ciin*»»*u"iice of the murages perpetrated by

(fading parties ef Ftderal troops.

The Onfedeia'e steamer Ella Warely ran
c him kade, and arrived in Charleston on

the 21 inst. She was tir-d on by the 11 ck-
aiii.'g Vesrt Is, Iut wilh v. tffec. She was

f in Nms i.v and brought a valuable cargo,
ami imp- r.ant dispatches to the Confederate
g vcmi mint.

A f-cho-iner arrived at Mobile, Alabama,
on the L7b ul'.. from II vena, briitgiig a

cargo oi o ttVe, mi pbi.r, u.tdit-me. &c. The
bio. kadnji saw her as she came in o
pnit, tin' c v"ills'*cateli her.

The 11 eatttund 1).-pitch of Friday say
A private was received ye*tenia;
rm L'«ii-iii>vill« by a pmmiii.-'.t, minor
lieer now in 11 ebmond. in wh'.ch it wm

ated thai ttte indications point ro a rWelPi
ia. k at an tiiry day cm Evdnsport. am

c pr b .biii'y was that a simultaneous at

iek -mold bt made at other pototS ou th
Viiomae."

WAU NEWS.
A fi/ht neeorretl on the 2d inst., between'

the guob lats V tnk'e and AuseosHa, of the
P itouiHc ti til t. ami 'h>j C tnfedeeate natters
a- Coekp t Point. The missiles from the r-

flmi gun "I tie buttery struck the Ymkee.
doing at me d image to her bu 1.

Gen Kelby has been relieved of h's c >m

m md at Jbuiiuey, V.i., at liis own request
lie entered tht* fi-*M too soon after being

[wounded in i_h attack on the Confed* ,rate»

at Pb lippi, Vs., and has f utf ;red cntinut d
id heal h in c m* quonoe. Geu. Reynolds
has taken his place.

i The tews Ik m K. nfm ky is imp rtant —The Confederates, under Gens. J >!ms*on and
Buekner, have destroyed a lat'ge pirtinn of
jrhe L.iuicviil- and Nishvillerailroad beyond
Green river, burning all the muerial uj

[which it wa-* cm-tru'ted that c uld bt* thu<
iC nuiiPil. Atlent advices the*- were eng-itr-

jed in hi iwing op the tunne', which is tuuif

jthree hundred feet in length.

Th" Confederate official report of the bat-
tle iif DiainerT'lte states that the numbef of

-othern trunpaengaged] in that aeti< I wii

.\u25a0•teen bundr d infantry, out* thousand cay

ry mi 1 ft v peces ul artillery.

From F r i:< ss M nroa we learn tl at th
Confederates have trsouatad G eat U*ste*
and Ink n all their arniument with tbeoi.

A jor i (i sif Gen. Butler's tjspid.ti. n ha
ti.k'Mi posseasiun of Bdoxi, a town in Missis
dt'pi, about nine y iniies east of New 0
lean*, and itwi-a believed that the* wuui

ion y all the towns ou the coa>t m that it

Col. De La joel took charge of th<* C in'ed-
ra c 'meets at C aney ldand on Friday la-t.-

l> h .at !n-t from Mo'iilo t»la fe that as .. j
) tt't---lei ii-.i1 sr ct tiittr v\as pastiirifc In»in 1"> ti-

ll* la t' the tmvv VHi'l. on tbe 1-r. ttist., sin j
asnreu on '<•_\u25a0 Fort fii-kcis, when ihe C ••'• It lit . hatter-en o'/eoe-.l on the hr, ami th

1 ing Wis kfp< up l."iMien tbeni iilJdi-v.»v

i There was a battle o.i ihe South Carolina
coast also on the Ist inst. Three thou-aud
five hundred Federal troops landed on tbe.
mainland near Port Royal ferry, and were

ftiet and repulse! by two regiments of S uth
Carolina volunteers: The guns from the
boata opened on the Confederates, killing, it
is said, six and wounding twelve. The next
day the Federala retufiied with reinforce
merits, and the Confederates fell hack. Tt c
object of the advance of tbe Federal force at

that point is believed to he to take p >saesslon
of tbe railroad, and thus in'erru it c mum

ideation between Charleston and Savannah

GENERAL NEWS.
Gen. Wool, U' S. A., in v published order

to his troops, expre>ses his strong disappro-
bation of the burning of buddings, and such
like wanton destruction of private property.
He says it is not justified by even "retalia
Una"—and that "two wrongs do not make a

right"
The Union Fira Arms Cu-ppany, of New

York city, whose principal aim Ty will be at j
Newark N «/.. are to»x cute oontracta t.t\
the manufiieture of 00,000 stand of small;
arms. This c.>mpany, organ zed und»r the

jlaws of New York, with a capital of $400,-j
000, willg:ve einpb yment to several thu-'

isand mechanics.
A terrible ip dem;c is prevailing among;

thecaftie in the western- p. -viinc-. it R s.

sa. Dsemlty ##ip/ls*ha' ol Rossis aliund
iin vast i unit era <d stt»k <d alun st every
kind, ar d thence immer-re bettf* \u25a0r**ani ual-

ly exported into Germany. Now, however,
this ixoortati. n has nearly ceased.

Ofliiiil notification of the death of P inee
Albert has betn net itul at the British L«-
cation in Wm-b-irv. tt n, the mm > cis < t v hieh
In ye gi net

"»'• ir tn> nrnh,g. w AH tbe
dispatches iin: i > *•\u25a0 written > h pi pr with a

heavy black I nider, and i-ealed with black
wax.
I The N V J urnn* <ifC immsjrs ••> of Ti.urs
I day s.i\s: * I'ie hanks held a meeting to rj«y
'ti di-coss the t(U stioti nf tc'iv n IJi-i ed
Sa e_ de i.iit'd ti re-, nnd to s-nle i.tiier
nsaSWIS c nine ed with recent li nine vi

! movements The c inn itttc i n demand
jn ties made tber rf'poft, wbi.h Was Under.
Isto ti to, be adve'se to the phii' of Ifcelving
jthem on depisit. 'lbs net ught out a soiri-
ted d.MU.--ioii, and lie iiiaicni Was le

f'tf-d buck ttithec mini t *S to K-fmit Again
jatuluue meeting, v. her. upon the whole

Ifixrty ai'j nirind ail4*, ut lui.h- t* ucti'ii.''
We see it etated th itth" released Coide le-

Irate ambas-ir.d us are io g* n> farthe* ihatftj

Halifax in tbefi,igli*h war a earn** IInd I"
Tneru they are to take the Cuuard s'.miier.

A n?w m -de .f rifting cannon bus been i
Invented in N*w V uk. wherebS gut.a of the,
la-gest calibre may l»e rifled In 66 minutes —:
tbejo'vet us d oeing bydro*tattu pressure

The s ei-m-r Nor hero I. gV h is arrifsd
a* N"w V rk. fr in A-nttw. I, with ?711,-'
0)0 in g Id f oui S*n Era ci-c>.

F vofun I ted bales of cotton, en route for!
Europe, hive arrived at Fitiiiiiifrom Fe.u
and a mue'i amount ia going v.a Cape

II m. Etf its are making to raise a \eiy
| lurj-e crop the etrauil g uur.

President Lincoln, Secretary Cba-e, ar.d
sevetal | r .in tieut mhi c r> and repr sente,-'

tives were present on the etna l to bear ll«u«
ace Greeley's be vi" ar the Smtttn-iMtien on
Friday night. fJreeley declared him-telf for
"1 ber'y," with or \\iih ut the Uni--»n.

A slave of C-.1. J D. Biwlin*.of P:inee
Gewge'* o unty, who decamped wl h some

i federal soldiers, has voluntarily reuned
b me.

Wm. G 8.-ownlow, uf Knoxville, Term..
recent I v ai rea c I an 1 imprisoned on a ebarg«
of treason to the Confederateg veruaient.
has been discharged from custody. .

Gen. Fremont airved in Washington on

Saturday evening, and took p; ivtte quarter*-', i
Col. I) Uius-y'i f tho Garibaldi Guard hi-

|beeha| ptinted a Brigadier-*leiraral of Vol-
OllttClf.

Thirteen prisoner*, cap'nred by Ge». P.»r
H»r*s tlivid n uf the Feii-itii aiuiy *• Virg'-
n a, have been br v. ht to Washington, and
lodged in Hie old capit.d.

Th. s'(".,noi' L ni-iiiiiii, at BillMwWe
from 0 d Point, ,on Satuiday. br night lit

200 release ll Federal pri-ioners. recently es
i*U 'They were.we I cl thed, antl U> k
el well aud lie ir y--utiu w re e-corted Mi

tie; r»i .w ;.of U.ii-m Ivtlief As-i..ct(tt.oit.

iiifi-e, a,.hveakiMst w i.s prsftared !•'* tb in.

Tll M'i.ishiiiir.iin • cttrrn-p vnlent of 'be
> il'iii..'-* "*«Uo s,.ys lb,it th"c is .0 mo. li

vi'»ni.'N" tr in ?in;ill p x iv »Vadiioi_toii alid
i \u25a0 \ oil*! y, a*> t«>ju-iity jireciutions ugaiii-):
its .-pie it .

'ihe Charleston Courier stales ib tt the
''stone blockade ' only blockades about 3001)
feet of the entrance to Charleston harbor*
that itbelieves the obstructions will all soon
be washed away, aud that there is plenty of
room yet for the entrauce and departure of
vesssfs. |

The Richmond Examiner has a long arti-
cle, c mplaining of[the condid >n of the Con-
ted rate army—and stating that there is ''too
much drunkenness among the officers and)
idleness among the men," allowed. It say•
the courage ef the troops baa not abated—
but that inaction, and the evils of a camp
life are having a very bad effect—and tbafe
many, already there, ih .ugh not dreading ti
tigh'. are for obtain ing substitutes, &c. The)
Examiner :*severe in its comments.

The opinion of Comptroller Whittlesey,
aqoiesced iv by Secretary Chase, is that.
nvording to the present law regulating

jthe compensation of Members of tbe U. S.
{ Cong'ess, they can receive mileage only
| for the regular sessions. Therefore, roils,

aaa for the Jolv extra session remains to ha
jprovided tor by future legislation. Several
; Senators were paid the two mileages before
the opinion was furnished.

The widowof the late Thomughgond Dix,
in Ace in ie county, Va , was lately assassi-

nated. It appears she was sitting at the
window sewing on Friday n'ght, tbe 20th)
tit., when t-onie one from the outside tired

a gun through the window, lodging five bills
iv her b som, 'killing her ii atant'y. Two
of her step sons have teen arrested, together
with five blacks, belonging on tbe estate,
aud placed in D ummontown jail.

The gale of wind which prevailed here oil
Wctfnes'ay evening, was unusually violent
at the East. At Boston, and in that vicinity,
consider* Ire damage was done. Several
bu 1 lings were unroofed, eh mneys blown
d \vn, tries pro-trued, ar.d ve-sela driven
ush >re in and abut tbe harbor.

Com. G Idshor'.ugh, who i* to o nialand
the naval portion of Gen. Bunside's expe-
dition, Inns at rived at Annapolis, nnd ia
bus** into, toting the transpt rt fleet, l'.ota-
b.y all <>f rhe vess Is ordered to rendezvous
nt the pace aie now theie.

A tiieetitor of British subjects wr-s he'd in
N rf.lk on Friday, to renew nllogiunot* to
th Queen,and give a suitable expe-sion o4

liiuir sorrow fir the d?ath of Prince Albert
We find the following in a Philadelphia

piper:—"We have le«med. through what
we behave to be th-* in st reliable sources,
to.it letters: have been leceived from Rev.
Dr. Burrows, of Richmond, stating that his
two s ns and s.o -in law perished at the bat-
tie of Bull Run. One son was brought
b ck dead, the other, reported at the time
seiceiy wounded, has never been heard

! from since the day of tho battle." We do
it »t know what tin h theie is iv this.

Mr. Cha-e tuggeets 'he propriety of the
ja bi( t on of a j tint resolution by the Jf. S.
IC litres-, directing hint to permit ware-
| boused goods to be withdrawn on payment
of die duties imposed ty the not if August
his ; aid to refund any excess of duties
above those thus imp ised, which may have

! bee.i collected otj goods already withdrawn.
! The twenty first anniversary of the relorn
jof the First Napoleon's ashes from St. Hele-
na has I em celebrates? at the Hotel of the
lovalide'in Fat's. The old soldiers of the
Fust E noire residing in the departimnt of
the Seine all attended the reLi-iuus cere-
in my celebrated «>n the occasion. Thej-rcnt-
-r number of them were attired io their an-
u ent uniforms.

'1 he autumnal fre-.hets in Oregon are siid
t» hive swept away tie rly all the mills in
the State, with great quantities of grain.

A Confederate priva'fer succeeded in run-
ning the blockade off Cha.le.Mo.i harbor on
the night of Djcemtier 20, after having pre-
vn.u-tly in ide sty>ral ineff.c ual attempts.

It isreported that the British transport
at-samer Parana, with 1100 British troops,
his Peeti week ed in tbe river St. L;w.enc\
Eke rep irt of the loss of this vessd, is, how-
ev-;r. nit bid eyed. She wis not expected to
o.me to the St. Liwrrnce.

Sit cc the 2lst ult., the fluids have been
renewed to a great extent throughout the
valley n rtiuii uf Oiiifuuia. Sacramento
aril Socktm have been partially t*<rTtiaajai
Hgiui with nit much additional damage
Bjstn-'ss wiih th-s interior has i.etn sus-
pend.. I aid mote property has been d.-str. y-
eu iff the S aie by tbe fry.-hec thai ud tLe I
t'tt beta her tolore.

\u25a0ft tf.rd . . n,iv c ed of the mv .-er of Ma'-
theas, in N.w Yak, h a been .seof.ic.d io
l.c l.uo--

Mr.Sew.trd watmaa vi.-ir, 1 st week, to

'h iUiii., iv Orang-i v <un i. 2f, Y.


