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ARREST or A MINISTER WHILE AT PRAYER :
IN A OuRcH—GREAT Exciremenr—Yes-
terday the services at St, Paul’s (Episcopal)
Church were conducted by the Rey. K. J.
Stewart, who, in conjunction with Rev. G. A.
Smith, has been officiating for some weeks to
the congregation. worshipping there. The
econgregation was yesterday composed for
the ‘'most part of ladies. and children—
there being bur, comparatively, few males
present. One of the pews near the chan-
eel was occupied by the military, and
some soldiers were scattered about in other
parts of the church. As the minister was
commencing the Litany, some one from the
pew filled by the military, demanded that
*‘the prayer for the President of the United
States should be read”—and the demand
was repeated by an officer near him,
dressed in uniform. The minister not heed-
ing the interrupti. n, was pruceeding with
the Litany, when a sergeant was order-
el to arrest him. This caused, immediately,
great excitement, and expressions of indig-
nation from the congregation, The military
came up to the chancel, and various citizeus
also gathered-around. Théprayer book was
taken from Mr. Stewart’s hand, he was seized
and eonducted out. of the chureh, follow-
ed by his little daughter who clung to her
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GENERAL NEWS.

Cootrabands coming in the Federal lines
report that beyond Fairfax Court House, and
towards Ceatreville, the roads had' been :
abatsised 80 as to impede the advance of the |
Federal forces, Ceatreville, as a general
thing, had been desertad by ths inhabitants,
Muny of the houses had boen turned into
barracks and officers’ quarters. Gea. S.nith

hoase. The troops were in w.nter quarters,

the camps being scattered from Centreville
to Manassas.

A thoroughly posted person states that
only four hundred negroes are at Fortress
Monroe, while four times that number are
hanging about the Federal lines, and fear to
£0 within them, lest they should be put to
hard work, or be carried off. The general |
testimony of persons from the North 'is that
no considerable number of fugitive slaves
have fled thither since the commencement
of the war.

The solution of the dispatch recsived from
the Confederate Gen. Johnson, is still ‘wrap-
ped in mystery. Some say it is one thing,
and some that it is another., But the truth
is, none but those high in authority know
any thing of its contents.

father, and was held by one of the solicr-,
The alarm of the females; the cries of th
children, the rush of the people, and  the
fear of some farther violence, which o¢-
casioned scme blows to. be passed between
the civilians -ard the soldiers, all occa-
sioned a scene pethaps never before wit-
nessed in a Church on this side of the Atlan-
tic. < And the excitement was increased by
the entrance into the building of a number

of soldiers, from the adjoining barracks, with |

sabre gnd reyolvers in their hands, some of
them. uttering’ violent "imprecations. ' By
this time, however, Mr. Stewart had been car-
ried out of the chutch; protesting against the
violence offetéd. him, and the congregation
dispersing and. fullowing -the erowd, the
church was ¢lgsed,; and quietness ‘scon pre

vailed. . Mr, Stewurtin his clerical robes, was
drst 4aken through the streets, to the quar-
ters of €ol. Farnsworth of the 8th Illinvis
cavalry, on Washingtom streer. Gen. Mont-
gomery, the U. 8, Military Governor of Al-
exandria, who 'was' ‘attending service in
Chrigt Churzh, was immediately sent for,

called out, and informed of the affair, 1o

stated that he had given no orders for the
arrest, and koew nothing of such a proceed-
irg, and, if it had been dune, withvat or-
»ders . from Washington, it was s matter
which he condemned. The declarations of
Gen. Montgomery, which were, indeed, ex-
pected from him, by most citizens of all par-
ties ealmed the exeitement, It is understood
that the particulars of the affair were imme-
diately telegraphed to the proper authorities
in Washington, and an answer returned dis-
avowing the issue of any authority for the
arrest, and authorizing the release of Mr.
Stewart, Gen. Montgomery then, in a gen-
tlemanly, and humane manner, released Mr-
Stewart, who returned to his family and
friends. Itis said that ‘the particulars of
this affair will be reported to Gen. Montgo-
mery for further action, and that the mat-
ter will be laid before the authorities in
Washingtoa.

ARrgests,—Mr. Hico, a Japanese, who has
come to this gountry for the purpose of es-
tablishing commereial connexions with some
of the business firms in the Northera cities,
havin}; an acquaintance-in this city, came
here a short time since on a visit. It ap-
pears that he has been ‘mistaken for a Louis-
aua Creole, and his' movements closely
watehed. Yesterday, Mr. IL., in company
with Qapt. Wm. Boothe, called at the resi-
deance of Mr, George Biyan, where thoy had
been but a fow moments, when, a squad of
soldiers entered the house and arrested the
three gentlemen, who were taken before the

planation, acquitted Measrs. Bryan and
Boothe, and rejeased Mr. Hieo, that gentle-
man giving bond fOflfiie«appe.xrnuce.

At San Francisco, there is a slight revival
of busiaess on account,of ‘a partial ,reopen-
ing of evmmanifation with the ioterior:

Schooner Addie E. Barnes, which arrived
'at New York on Saturday, reports that on
| the second inst., in lat. 32 34, long. 72 45,
{ heard heavy firing to the westward. There
! were three vessels in sight at the time. :

Letters from Hayti state that Geffrard will
send a white minister to Washington if,
{ Hayti is recognized, as no colored man of
any standing would submit to the' inferior
social position he would necessarily occupy.

The proprietors of the Cohoes Hotel, Qo<

- hoes, N. Y., are surprised at an'event which
taok place there receatly. A young.lady
arrived from Albany, tovk @ room, pgqs‘ﬂ
the night and ywent: away in.the morring,
leaving behind her a carefully wrapped par-
cal which proved to be a live baby. The
landlord doesn’t know what to dv with it
nor where to find its:mamma,

A lecture was delivered in’ Washington,
on Friday night, on *the difference between
working and shirking.” ‘Lhere is really a
very material difference—but- some peiple
in the world make one pass for the other, ;-
| Capt. Wm. Chase, n retived sea captain,
" was robbed on Wednesday night in Bustén |
| of $10,000 worth of notes and city stoeks,

i The white population of Charleston, S. €,,’
. is about 27,000. Y

i The Confederate estimate of the value of
, the property at the Navy Yard in Norfolk,
! including land, buildings, vessels, machine-

In the U. 8. Senate' last ‘Friday, the bill
from the Linuse appropriating $10,000,000;
to build twenty iron-clad gunboats was pass-
ed, a3 wasa resolution of thanks to Com.
Dupont and those under him, for their suc-
cess at Port Royal, and a joint resolution] to
pay the awards of the military commtission
for'expenditures in the department of the
West. . The bill from the House making

had his quarters bey.ad the town, in a farm yPandrycivil appropriations for 1863, and ad-

ditional appropriations for 1862, was passed
with amendments, 4

The Nashville Courier of the 3d contains
the following : —* By order of the Provision.
al Government of Kentucky, the name of
Wolfe eounty has beea changed to ZoNicoffer
county.”

The faat of telegraphing direct from Bos-
ton to Salt Lake City was performed for the
first time on Satarday. The first dispatch
from Salt Luke City was dated at 8:35, and
the B)ston tim> was 10:30, showing a differ-
ence of nearly two hours batween the time
of the two places.

The rumor of a speedy intervention of
France in American affairs, iy contradicted
in offivial circles in Washington.

'A dispateh from San Francisc) announces
that $1,400,000 in treasure is on the way to
New York in the Panama steamer.

A'substantial wire bridge has been con-
structed over the Gauley River, in place of
the structure which Gov. Wise burned.

In the Senate of the: U, S. the Comumittee
on Elections has reported favorably in the
jcase of Mr. Stark, the Senator elect from
Oregon.” The report was-ordered to lie over.

Owing to illness in the“family, the usual
reception at the Presidential Mansion in
Washington, will be omitted .on to-morrow.

i WAR NEWS.

The Buroside expedition is belisved to
bave ut last commenced active operations —
The flest lefe Hptteras Inlet on-Wednesday
morning, sailing gorth, ‘its destination un_
derstood to be Rounoke Island, distant forty
miles; Gen. Huger, ecommander at Norfolk,
informed one of the passengers at Old. Point
under the flag of trdle on’ Sawurdiy, that a
dispatch bad bébn received to the effeot that,
the expedition had reached Koanoke Isla d
Thursday, and commenced an attack on the
Confderate works early-on Fridaf'inorning.
and were twice revulsed. Roanoke Island

‘commands the entrauce to Albamarle and

Currituck, and is said 'to’be strongly forti-
fied. It is szated alsy that Gov. Wise is in
¢ mmand of 5,000 troops at'Nig's head, on

land.
The dispatehes from Tennessee state that

‘ry, &e., is $4,810,0506 68,
" A man was captured on Wednesday by o’
company from one of the New York regi !
ments in Gen, McDowell’s Division, in the
hollow of an old tree, where he had beeb !
secreted for several days. He was fully sups!
plied with- provisions. He refused to give'
| his name, or what his busiuess was. Hé'
was sent to headquarters. !
'hink of 215 men and boys immured in“
8 ér;al-pit—buried alive! That was the last|
accident in the mining districts of Eugland,’
end after a week’s labor not one of the num- |
ber was rescued. The deadly gas and the
falling earth almost prevented the work of
deliverance. '

cal position used to be, *Is’ he sound on the'

sound on the eagle ?” 21

Nutt as profitable a kernel as Tom* Thumb. -
The National Tntelligencer treats upoa the
expulsion of Senator Bright, and ex;.re~~se§"
the opinion that his case’ was d-cided by tha
Senate with an exsremity of ‘rigor not jisti-
fised by the histovical circumstances under ¢
which the letter that fovms the ground of the'|
indictmat azainst him was written. :
Francis Petit, tried in Washington,: for
shooting a man some months ago, has been .
acquitted. S j
‘A namber of robberies. have lately,been’
committed in Nanjemoy distriet,” Charles

|
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The question in regard to a mau's poli:iff
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They say Barnum will find in Commodore '
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the Federal troops were pursuing the re-
in"the direction of
Puris on. Thuredny, and that it was expected
that Gen. Grint would atgack Fort Dopelson
on Friday. This is on the Cumberland
about twelve miles distant from Fort Heory.

Lite Southern papers state that Fort Donel: |

son would be defended by three thousand
troops, Gen. Wilson’s “division lefs New
Haven, Ky., on- Tharsday, and advanced to
Green river, above Manfordville, but could
proeeed no further on aceountof the condi-
tion of the roads. The divisions of the army
in Kentucky, under Generals Thomas,
Schoeff and Buell, are prepuring for an ad-

Nazce into Tenneisee,

"

; Lhe intelligence from" Missouri indicates

: : that tie Federal forces are concentrati
goose 7 Now, Prentice says, it is, “Is' he'l " S ST aaag Toy

sowe important movement,

expedision, shiled froin Blstén for the mouth

. of tbe Mississippi on Satarlluy,

An drrival at New York briogs iute li-
geues thiat the late movement in itie Suvan-
nah: waters hius heen' greatly exagenated. —

ke expedition was simply a reconnoisgance. -

eompossd'8f & few ‘ganbouys carrying about

Jtwo. thiedsand men. - Tha vesselsentered the
Bavasnah river fom two diffsrent astunries

but f-ur.d\heﬂ)’nnnél obstructed, Several

;COﬂfe(kuLlé -"VOB:SOJS a @exeti,iﬁmovered i and

fired pé,' dnd thjs acgaunits forahe Trepors of
firing freatd. ‘The main, part of the expedi-
sionHad Teturaed to- Poys Royslo

. i 2y "1
Bhialtats » by B 149

.
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the outer beach, off the lower point of the Is. |

Lhree vessels, a portion‘of Gen. Batiers .
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Those amiable Peruvians are still on the
“rampage.”  They have been trying to as-
sassinate their President, Gen. Castilla, but
he was obstinate and wquldn’t be assassina.-
ted.

A scene occurred in 8t., Paul’s Church; Alexan-
dria, Virginia, on Sunday merning, February Oth,
1862, which has, perhaps, never had a parallel
among civilized nations, certainly not in the his-
tory of this country. The officiating minister—
Rev. K. T. Stewart—had gone through the Morn-
ing Prayer of the Episcopal Church as far as the
Litany, the prayer for the President being omittec,
but without anything in its place, and was pro-
ceeding with the Litany, when an interruption oc-
curred of the character which the law designates
as “brawling”—that is, the intervention of noise
and tumult by certain persons, who had come to
the church with the intention of interrupting the
gervice should it not proceed according to their
wishes. These persons commenced the disturb-
ance as soon as they found the prayer for the
President omitted. Une of them. Captain Farng-
worth, of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, who sat
near the' chancel, dressed in uniform, with some
five or sixof his soldiers near hum, undertook to
officiate in prayer (if prayer it can be called) by
reading the prayer for the President of the United
States, How far he went in it does not appear in
the confusion, but soon quitting his position as the
offerer of prayer, he advanced to the altar where
Mr. Stewart was kneeling, still continuing the
Litany, and ordered his arrest. Mr, Stewart
was dragged from his knees by the soldiers.—-
The ground of the arrest Captain Farnsworth
distinetly avowed to be the omission of the prayer
Jorthe President of the United States, With this
avowal, he said, “ I arrest you by the authority of
the United States, as -a rebel and a traitor ’—
‘“and I,” responded Mr. Stewart, who by that
time bad advanced to the chancel rails, to Capt, F.,
‘‘summon you 40 answer at the judgment seat of
the King of Kingsand Lord of Lerdsjfor inter-
fering, by force of arms, with His ambassador,
while in the act of presenting the petiiions of His
-people at His altar.” The solemnity of this ap.
peal apparently caused the parties to fall back and
pause, but soon the soldiers were.ordered to seize
Mr. Stewart, which two of them did with great vio-
lence, forcing the prayer book fiom ' his
‘hands, one of them drawing a révolver. Another
revolver was presented to an old and vencrated
citizen withip the chuncel, when the officer ordered
the soldier not to fire. Very soon, a considerabie
number of armed soldiers appeared in the church.
.Mr, Stewart, refusing te yieid volunturily, was
dragged by force from thealtar, and, through the
| aisle, out of the ehurch, . He-wws-in the surplice,
{ which he wore through the streets, and at Col,
Farnsworth’s quarters, where he wus taken.

Capt Farnsworth said that he went to Church
intending to arrest Mr. Stewart if he should offer
'any prayer for the Coafederate States. Near him.
| in the same pew, sat Mr. Morton, the “detective”
! agent of the United States government,
{who there gave orders to Captain Farns.
worth to make the arrest, which was executed as
abovedescribed. Mr. Morton has declared that
he was acting under authority from’ Washmgton.
Thescene in the Church. was such ‘as may be
imagined under such cireumstances, - Gentlemen
were indignant and excited, and ladies giving ut-
terance to their feelings of griof and indighation,
but, of course, no serious effort was wade to pre«
vent.the arrest. ‘Mr. Stewart was taken away,
and the eongregation dispersed. It is proper to
statethat these proceedings were without the know-
i ledge ‘of Gen. Montgomery, the Military Gaver-
nor of the eity, and were strongly e¢ondemned hy-
ai.a, when they eame to his knowledge. He tele.
graphed to Washington for instructions from the
| goverament, which, when received, were of such
| & nature as to lead to Mr. Stewart’s release after
| a few hours detention.
| Toe issues involved in the tramsaction, thus
‘i_mpurfecfly sketched, are too grave to admit of
comment. It will, however, be well to state thut
! Mr. Stewart only insists upon the rights of all aw-
| bassadors to communicate ‘with their Kiug, un-
| trawmmelled by civil or military interference, and
! thatin no case have any of the services of this
| Church assumed a political aspect; no prayer has
been  offered, aud no sentiment advanced  at
any time thut was calculated to offend even
| thewnost sensitive eritic, but publiec worship is iu-
| terrupted, soldiers invade the chaucel, and with
|drawn revolvers, drag the minister of religion
! from its altar, because he will not do their bidding,
| The undersigned weve present in Chureh, and
testify to the facts as above stated, It may be
| proper .to state that by/rcquest of the Vestry, in
the ahsence of their rettor, the Rev. George A,
Smith and Rev. Mr. Stewart hayve been officiating
'in 8t. Paul’s Chureh for several weeks past, and
[ that Mr. Swith was in the Chancel at the timg

these ocenrrenges took place., '

: : GEORGE A. SMITH,
CASSIUS F. LEE,
SIDNEY G MILLER,

! A. H. CURRIE,

| JOHN A. DIXON,

W. H, MARBURY,/

TOWNSEND, D. FENDALL, +|

‘. ALBERT E."BASSFORD,

| ‘. EDWARD .C.. FLETCHER,
GEO, H, SMOOT,

! J. J WHEAT,

b s W. A. HARPER,

| NATHANIEL BOUSH

: +JOHN WEST,/ .

| P A. CLAGETT,

\ JAMES GRERN,

i ISAAC WINSION,

! THOMAS W. SWANN,

| JAMES EXTWISLE,

LEWIS HOOFF, @

> R, HQOVE,
J. D. CORSE, :

»

IS ! STEPHEN A. GREEN;

8. F. GREGORY}
JOUN ¥. DYER, -
' GEOBGE T. BALDWIN,
Coples of the above statement havelbeen sang.
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