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__ THE'CONVENTIONS.

The convenflon to reforin the Constity.
ton of Pennsylvania, assembled at the state
capital on the 2d instant, all the delegates

being present except T'uomas Hastinos, of
Joflerson county.

Gen. Cunxivenax, of Mercer, was cho-
sen chainnan; and J. C. Biooie and Cueas,
A. Banxirs, secretaries pro tem.

The “secretary of the commonweulth
then presented to the convention a cortified

listof the delegates electad to the conven-
tion; after which the convention proceeded
to elect the presiding officers. The vote
for president stood as follows:—
Joux Sgreeant had 66 votes,
James M. Porren * 63 o
So that Mr, Seropant was declared du-
ly elected; and after being conducted to the

chair by Mr. Porter, made the following
brief address;

“Gentlemen, Members of this Convention.
~—The station you have called me 10 by
your election, is one which in this common-
‘wealth, and elsewhere in our country, has
oceupied by the most eminent citizens,
However unworthy I must feel myself to
be associated with the illustrious names
which form the roll of Presidents of con-
ventions, it cannot bhut be felt as a high
honor to have a place in the same list with
them. Itis deeply felt to be so, and I beg
i'ou to aceept for it my most sincere ac-

nowledgments,

The subjects we are to deliberate upon
are of no ordinary character. Ttis not an
enggcnlion to say that they are of trans-
oendent importance. The commonwealth
of Pennsylvania was one of the first, if
not the very firsi, to imitate the example of
the whole people of the United Statest in
taking down the fabric of goverment which
hed been provided amidst the exigencies of
a new and disturbed state of existence, and
in replacing it by a solid structure, delibey-
ately formed, and intended to give perma-
nent seeurity to all the rights of every mem-
ber of the community. Atthe endof fifty
years, the system of social order whic
was then framed, is committed to onr hands
that we may examine it, and il need be,
propose to ourfellow citizens such improve-
ments as this great fundamental law may
seem to require.  Such o work, it must be
acknowledged, demands the utmost exer-
tion of wisdom and exemption, as far as
posgible, from the influence of prejudice
and passion, and every disturbing motive—
and, withall, a lggirii of pure and generous
patriousm wh seeks no ovshior grmidoes
tion than to promote the lasting happiness of
those who are, and those who sre to be in-
habitants of this great and favored com-
monwealth.

A constant sense of the magnitde of the
duty we are ealled to perform, and of the

ave accountabilivy we are under for its

ithful performanee, cannot fail to produce
calmness and order in our deliberations;
‘while atthe same time 8 becoming serious-
ness, with mutual kindness and respect,
will be an earnest to our fellow citizens of
the-singleness of purpose with which we
follow the path of that great duty; and with
the blessings of a gracious Providence up-
on our counsels, the best means of accom-
plishin results.

"Fo the utmost of my humble powers, 1
promise to co-operate with you in whatever
will tend to give character and efficacy (o
our proceedings. With but little aid from
experience, 1am very sensible of my defi-
ciencics, and how much I shall -stand in
nead of your continual indulge nee m_md sup-
port. My hope, and my belief is, that
they will be liberally extended to uninten-
tional error, and further than this you may
be assured there will be no claim,

Pardon me for detsining you a moment
longer, lo express (o you m Theartful wish
that all who are here sssembled, may, to
the last day of their lives, have couse 1o re-
joice in the acts of this convention, with as
firm conviction that they have done nothing
10 weaken the foundations of human free-
dom and happiness.

The convention then adjourned, 1o meet

againat 10 o'clock on Wednesday morning,

Wepsesoay, May, 3, 1837.

The convenlion met at ten o’clock, and
spent the whole morning in eleeting n See-
retary, and resolving the appointment of
threc; assistants. ‘The vote for Secretary
stood as follows :

For Samucl Shoch, 67 voles,
Francis R, Shunk, o5

By the resolution Francis R, Shunk was
made an additional secretury, and George
L. Fauss wid Joseph Willimms assisiant
secretaries.  Mr. Bhunk, hnwe.rc'r, has
since declined the homor of serving under
Wi Aniimason. .

In the afterncon the convention elected
dames E. Mitchell, Sergeant-at-armn, and
Paiiel Eckels, Door-keepor; and !:y a ros-
olution Andrew Krause was appointed as-
sistent door-kecper.

The following resolution wos then offier-
&l by Mr. Inoepsot, and laid on the mhl.u g

Tesolved, Thot it h;: :o'ﬁl:"r:l:ﬂ‘ :(: I:‘I:L)fiij:‘:]

: . A
M‘rni'ﬁ:l::f::-::f;::i::n‘:n tzke into conside-
sation, and that the eaid committoe be in-

structed to repore arelerence of the (Wllow-
ing several subjects, each one to n spocial
committee, to be appointed by the president
of this convention, viz :

Ist. The subject of Legislation,

2d. The subject of the Judiciary.

3d. The subject of the Executive de-
partment.

dth. The, subject of Elections and Suf-

r .
mgtah. The subject of a bill of rights,

6th, Thesubjectof constitutional amend-
ments.

7th. The subject of the Currency.

8th The subject of Corporations and Pri-
vielges.

8th The subject of Learning, Education,
and Seience,

10th. Thee subject of Official Appoint-
ment ind Tenure.

11. "T'he subject of the Militia,

12th. The subject of Public Highways
by land and water, and the eminent Domain
of the State.

13th, The subject -of Tnternal Tmprove-
ments,

14th, The subject of the Polisical Year,

Together with such other subjects as the
said first mentioned commsitee may think
it to report for the action of this conven-
tion, and that thesaid committee be instroe-
ted o report whether this convention is, or
can be rostrained by any act of the legisla-
ture; in its power to submit amendments 1o
the constitution, or a new constitution for
the acceptance of the people.

Mr. Horgivson offered the following,
which was luid on the table ;

Resolved, That so much of the constitu-
tion as relates to the legislative department,
be referred to a committee to take into con-
sidevation the expediency of making any,
and if any, what alterations and amend-
ments therein, and report thereon,

Resolved, That so much of the constitu-
tion s relates to the executive department,
be veferred o a committee, to take into con-
sideration, the expediency of making any,
and if any, what alterations and amend-
ments therein, and to report thercon.

Regolved, ‘That so myah of the constitu-
tion as relates to matters not referred (o by
the foregoing resolutions, be referred to o
commiltee to take the sameinto considers-
tion, and report whether any, and if any,
what alterations and amendments thereof
are expedient. .

Resolved, 'That the Bill of Rights be re-
ferred to a committe 3, to consider and report
whether any, and if any, what alterations
ond amendments thereof are expedient.

The convention then pruceedad ta ballot
for printers of the English Debates, but ad-
journed without accomplishing the object—
me wartors of the “Keystone,” and Fenn
of the **Telegruph,’ having an equal num-
ber of votes,

Trursvay, May 4, 1837.

A communication from Francis R, Shunk,
resigning the office of additionol elerk was
read; and a resolution eleeting Packer, Bar-
rett and Parke, printers of the English De-
bates, ‘Thompson and Clark printers of the
English Journal, E. Guyer printer of the
German Debates, and Joseph Ehrenfreid
printer of the German Journal was adopted
by a vote of 93 10 37.

Fripay, May 5, 1837.

After some preliminary business Samuel
A. Gilmore was elected an additional See-
retary in the room of Mr, Shunk; and the
present constitution, together with the bill
of rights, and constitution of 1776, ordered
to be printed for the use of the members,
Several resolutions were offered, which
were either laid on the table or indefinitely
postponed.

SaTurpav, May 6, 1837,

T'he committee appointed W report rules
for the regulation of the convention, subs
mitted o great number, which after much
discussion and various amendments were
adopted,

The following just and highly merited
iribute of respeet to the memory of Dax
Carpwert, doe'd., was delivered in the re-
form Conveption, by K, danks, Esq. of
Mifflin on the 3d inst:

Mu. Pugsiest:—Defore proceeding to
the business of the Convention this morn-
ing, allow me to remark, that althovgh
there is a very full allendance of the dele-
gates eclected by the people on the 4th of
November last, to prepare and propose a-
mendments to the constitution of the siate,
there is one absent, amdd who never can be
leve, )

One who, on the day of the clection
which made you sir, and gvery gentleman
on this floor, with one exception, (the gen-
teman who fills his place;,) members of
this Convention, had as fair 2 prospeet of
being here, as any one now present.  One
who could not have been dewined *by
light wund trivial causes,” from being here
thim day, if in being, but who submissively
bowing to the will of Owmnipotence, said as
his relatives and friends have and should
individuatly say in relution o lis loss, **the
will of my Ciod be done.” 1 will be un-
derstoad to mean Don Caldwell, of Union
county. _

It is not my purpose o eulogize Mr.

)

(faldwel!, butl may be ollowed 10 state,

that i 4l the relutions of life in addition to
being affectionute and kind, he was nctive,
energetie and useful, upright in his deport-
ment, & good citizen and an honest man.—
Therelore

Resolved, That the Convention, o& a_to-
ken of their regard for the memory of Dan
Caldwell, ullow this notice of his death to
be placed upon the journal.

Mr. Merriny did not know that he could
suggest any thing to what had been presented
by the gentleman on his right, Mr. (Banks.)
He deemed it proper, however, as a vitizen
from theoounty where the deeceased resi-
ded, to say that in all the walks of life he
had been respected, honored and esteemed,
He hnd known the deceased long, and al-
though they differed on some points, yet ns
intimate acquaintances and [riends, the
had always ugreod; and he could say with
truth that thers was no one among his friends
for whom he entertained a ligher regard
than Dax Caropwern, The eonvention in
the death of this gentleman had met with
a serious loss; for although hoe was attached
to a party, he leld the interesis of his coun-
try above any feeling of party; whatever
respect therefore could be paid 1o his mem-
ory by the convention, he hoped it might
be done, ax there was no one more desery-
ing of it than tlie deceased.

We shall continue our notice, as above,
of the diurnal proceeding.

O E—————y,

§7The *“Integrity of the Union® con-
vention which we noticed in our last as hav-
ing adjourned without accomplishing any
particular object, must have transacted much
business m the absence of our correspon-
dent.  About 190 delegates attended, rep-
resenting 37 counties of the state; and with
the exception of a few unsuccessful attempts
made by disguised abolitionists who procu-
red seats in the Convention, to disturh the
procecdings, there existed a perfect haymony
of I'ccliflg. and unity of action. The Hon.
Trovas H, Bamo, of Washington presided,
assisted by twelve viee presidents and five
seeretaries,  We extract from the procecd-
ings the following preamble and resolutions
as reported by the committee appointed for
that purpose, and which were unanimously
adopted by the Convention,

T'he cantious wisdom which distingnish-
ed the framers of the constitution of the
United States, is strikingly manifested in
the reserve with which the instrument al-

ludes to the existence of domestie servitude
AMOTNIY Gov  IETIOTET s we i =

sarily presented to their view, and exerted
an important influence on several articles of
the compaet, the term slave or slavery no
where oceurs.

The appointment of representatives and
of direct taxes, is yequired to be made ac-
cording to the population of the states re-
spectively, by adding to the whole number
of [ree persons, including those bound o
serviee lor a term of years, and exeluding
Indinns not taxed, three fifths of all other
persons,  The migration or importation of
such persons as nny of the states should
think proper to admit, isnotto be prohibit-
ed by congress prior to the year 1808,—
No person held to labor or service in one
atale according to the laws thereof, esca-
ping into another, shall in consequence of
any law or regulation therein, be discharg-
ed from such lubor or service, but shall be
delivered up on elaim of the party, to whom
such labor or service may be due,

By this caretully varied but elear phrase-
ology, it was sought o protect theinterests
of the slave holding states, and 1o seeure
the right of the master to the serviees of his
slave. Congress was vested with power
to prohibit the introduction of sluves after
the year 1808; butin all other respects,
the subject of slavery was included in the
general reservation of powers not delegn-
ted, and was lell to the unrestricted action
of each state within it own limits.

Such are the articles of the constitution,
which relate to slavery within the United
States, fully recognising its existenee, and
guarding ngainst any legistation which wight
liberate an ubsconding slave,

When it is remembered, how many con-
flicting interests, and how many variant
habits of thought and life, were reconeiled
by the spirit of mutual conecession which is
embodied in this compaet, no argument
should be required 10 enforee all its provi-
sions, and to reseue its prineiples from vio-
lation,

Nor cun it he nocessary o demonsirate
to the eandid and the honorable, that the
spirit of this compact is opposed to meas-
ures by which the rights it recognises are
disturbed in their exercise, or impaired in
their seeurity,  Prineiple cannot sanction
an indirect interference with relations,
which are thus formally vindicated mud es-
tablished,

Slavery oxisted in the Diswict of Colum-
bin at the tme of its cession 1o the United
Sttes, and the rights growing out of this
circumstance  have recontly been made the
subject of highly excited discussion, Ivis
not however necessary, in the judgment of
this convention, to inquire how fur those
rights are protected by the terms of the con-
stitution, It is enough that, whaother so

rateeted or not, they ought in no wise to
» affected by an aet of legislation. Were
even the power of Congress unquesiiona-
ble, its action on the subject is forbidden by
considerations of the highest poliey.

Buch it is believed are now the views and

A

opinions of the people of Pennsylvanin,—

u state which acting for iseoll, has ®ithin it
own borders treated slavery s an evil both
in the abetract and in practice,—and it is
for the sidgle purpose of exprossing them
that thig convention has been assembled,
Its members have becn ehosen at meetings
held without distinction of party in the sev-
eral counties of the state, and most of them
have been especially charged by the lan-
gunge of their commission to *‘assure our
brethren of the Southern states, that we, as
n stats, are opposed o the schemes of the
immediate abolitionists, and that we will to
the utmost el our ability defend and sus-
tain the constitution of the United States,
and that compact by which we are united
as one people,’

Sensible of the importance of declaring
frankly and arccurately the general senu-
ment of Pennsylvania on this subject, the
convention, after a full consultation: has n-
dopted, in the name of its constituents, the
following resolutions:

Resolved, "That the government of the
United States, has no constitutionnl power
whatever, over the relation of master and
slave, in any of the states of the Union,

Resolved, 'That whether congress does
or does not possess the right of legislating
on the subject of the aholition of slavery
within the :1iulriﬂ of Columbia, it would be
unwise and impoliticin the extreme, 10 ns-
sert or exercise such right; as any attempt
to do g0 would impair the harmony and
mutual confidence of the states, if not peril
the integrity of the Union,

Rrsolved, That each state has the ox-
clusive right under the constitution, to judge
of, estublish, and maintain within its own
borders, its own system of domestic relg-
tions and domestie policy; and that evory
attempt by the citizens of one state 1o de-
nounce or invalidate the established ingtitu-
tions of another, i2 unwarranted by the
constitution, and hostile to the peace and
harmony of the Union.

Resolved, "That no state could be Justly
required 10 recognise as valid, under the
constitutional compact of the states, a mea-
sure which should violute its internal secu-
rity and peace, or abrogate the rights of
property of its citizens; and that we pledge
ourselves- to unite with the people of the
other states, in opposing such infractions of
the constitution, and in maintaining the do-
mestic repose of every member of this con-
federation.

Resolved, That the project of colonizing,
on the coast of Africa, free persons of color
and manumitted slaves, to be carried thither
with their own consent, does hold out 1o
the patriot and philanthropist, the hape of
the ultimate nhﬂ[itiﬂn of slavery, the ¢leya-
wihfithe African race toa state of equality
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tension of the blessings of eivilibindhe ex-
self-government, and the difTusion of the
principles of the Sacred Gospel of Penee
within that benighted region; and that the
praisworthy eflorts of the colonization so-
cicties, to bring about these most desirable
results, are entitled to the best wishes and
the hearty co-operation of all the friends of
the peace, order, harmony and integrity of
the union of these states,

Resolved, That a copy of these pro-
ceedings be forwarded to the President of
the United States, the governors of the sey-
eral states and the members of the Senate
and House of Representaiaves of the Uni-
ted States,

THE NEW SCHEME.

There is, we doubt not, a settled deter-
mination on the part of Mr, Biddle, and
other leading individuals connected with the
United Biates Bank, 1o procure, if possible,
a re-charter of that institution by congress,
Ta this desive may be traced, in a grem
measure, the cause of the pressure which is
now so generally complained of in our
business cities—because, a part of the plan
is, s0 to unseitle and derange all business
regulations, 85 W induce the belief, on the
minds of the people, that a prosperous state
of affhirs cannot again exist, untl a new
Nutionnl Bunk shall have been established,
So confident are these gentlemen of the
success of their scheme, that they are ul-
ready beginning 1o let their humdle satel-
lites into the secret, and we have been in-
formed through a source entitled o eredit,
that & wager to a lurge amount has aciu-
ally lu.‘::uEf;nid within the last two weeks,
by a zealous and active partizan of the
Bank, that this design would be accom-
plished, and a National Bank established
by Congress within tuo years!

The pressure under which the individuals
very extensively engaged in business in the
commercial cities of the conntry, for some
time pust, hus been attempted w0 be attriby-
ted w & variely of causes; the principal one
of which, appeared 0 be the operation of
the "Treasury order issue! under the divec-
ton of Gen, Jackson, a few months before
his retirement frem the presidency, T'o
his *“interference,’ ag the Bank Whiss are
pleased to eall it, with the curreney and bu-
siness relations of the country, all “the evils
were traced,  ‘The abuse which has been
heaped upon him for several years pust,
was rodoubled, and threats are now openly
made, thut unless his successor consents Lo
an_abandonment of his poliey, Ypistols
shall flash, and dirks gleam," and a commit-
fee of *ton thousand armed free men® jro-
veed to Washington to “relieve the coun-
try from the grievance” complained of, A
fire-cater named Gould, belon ing w the
city of New York, has avowed his readi-
ness o engage in the enterprise, and more
than ene incendiary Whig press has oponly

| ddvoeated the adoption of wueh 1 coupse,

The ebjeet of the Bank and its satteliie,
is evidently to ereato & “paniei’”’ to spread
confusion throughout the land, and foree,
il poseible, [rom President Van Buren, a
repenl bf a salutary and wise regulation,
and from Ton an act of incurrnrulion
for a Nallnnn! Bank. Those wlho have
read the afticles upon the subject of the
pressure, which we have recently laid be-
fore them from the Washington (3lobe and
other able exponents of sound principles,
‘understand perfeotly well, how the Trensu-
ry order,so obnoxious to greedy speculators,
operates, and the beneficial results which
must necessarily flow from ils continuance;
and it will also appear perfectly evident 1o
them, that whilst it aflects injuriously, only
the few who sought, by a system of speeu-
lution upon the public domain, thmuglh the
metium of fictitious capital, to enrich them:
selves speadily at the expense of the many,
it is |°nI:rlll:|lml materially to improve the
eondition of the poor man, and secvre the nes
tunl gettler of the public lands in the posses-
sion of hia rights.

With this knowledge before them, they
know full well, how little truth there ean be
in the declamatory assertions of the Bank
Whigs, that to thia caose the existing mon-
etary difficulties are attributable—nnd they
will, we are confident, unite with ue in the
hope, that the President will, under no cir-
cumstances, take any steps inrelation o jte
abrogation, which would hive the Bffect of
agnin awakening the extravagant system of
land speculation, which the order itself so
effectunlly eurbed.

Itis not the effect of the treasury order,
but the operation of the United Siates bank =
itself, which has produced the present de-
rangement in the monied affairs of the coun-
try. Itz object is the one we have already
adverted o, to grind and oppress the poo-
ple, until it forces acharter from their rep-
resentatives in congress. The bank has
found that it cannot aet us extensively and
profitably ae it desires to, under the charter
granted f‘n_v the legislature of this state, aml
it now aspires o be at the head of affairs,
where itmay exercise unlimited power, and
“mu'l.\'-: money plenty or scaree at its ploas-
ure.

What do the people of Pennsylvania
think of this project?  They have becn ac-
tively engaged for several years past, in
combatting this monster in all its forms.
They condemned in lond and emphatic
terms, the recreant representatives who vi-
olated their solemn pledges, and gave the
bank a new existence—They instructed
their delegates to the reform convention, 1o
use all proper exertions to repeal the charter
so mysteriously obtained; and they have on
all occasions, manifested o most decided
and uncompromising hostility to every mea-

i wanliel had even the slightest endency

a state institution,” Citha"nonsylvania, us

mit to see the pank thrust iwell forwarh,

and force from congress an aet of incorpo- ;

ration which would establish, at once and

forever, its suprémacy over the nation, and

bind the government in chains? Never!— -l‘!
,

Pa. Reporter.
S—
THE FPHILADELPHIA BANKS.

For the information of our friends ut o distance,
we may state that not a doubt exists in the minds of
the community, us to the entire solvency of all theso
inatitutions, They have no doubt suffered some-
what by the failure of some of their customars, but
they are all well managed, and under the conteol of
skilfuland experionced financiess, and enjoy the un-
bounded confidence of our citiwne,  If it shall be
determined on the part of the New York ar any
other banks to suspend specie pay mentstempaorarily,
we feel satisfied that the Philadelphia iustitutions
will be the last to resort to such o romoidy, although |
fram presont appearances, it is our conviction that
no sueh remedy will ot any time be rendered neces-
sary for them. Wo believe it isan admitted fact
that the amount of specie in ve <lta at this time, is
lirger thanat any former period for a number of
yeurs—Hicknell's Reporter.

»
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P————
BANK NOTES,

It will bo seen on reference 1o the wble on our
fourth page, that we have given quotitions with re-
gard to w number of the eastern and western Banke.
10 ia proper for us to s that linle dependenco can
bo placed wpon tiem, ns such is the derunged con-
dition of exchunges, that notes which the brokers
purchane readily and on liberal torms one day, they
rofuse on any terms the noxt, Yostorday, for exan-
ple, they refused on uny terma, the notew of the Sfi-
ty Fund Banks of the state of New York, while on
Saturdsy they purchuasd them ut ten per cont. dis-
eount.  The reader can seadily porceive the melane
choly condition of affairs from’ these facts.— Ib.

_ HYMENIAL.

“The silken tie that binds two willing hesrts.”

3
|

_MARRIED.~On Thurday last, by the Rev. Mr.
Shindle, SAMUEL KERSTEITER, to Miss MA-
RY BOON, all of Hemlook towiship,

On the 15th ult.by Jola Leinicl, L""I' Mr, W
. RISHEL, of Liberty townehip, Columbia coun-
iy, to Miss MARY ANN BTUFFER, of Union
county.

On Wednesduy, the 20tk wh. by the Rev, Wm.
Lm‘l.:r. Mr. HYRAM HUGHES, of Stoubun coun-
Ly; 1\ Y.olo Mim LEWRISSA BOONE, of Uat-
m;-mial r.uwmllip.h:(-luml.iu county, Pa. LS

i wuncy, on the 324 ult, by J, J, Course, Ex
Mr. JONATHAN WILLET, , of Calumbin con ™ ' I*
:};. o Miss BARAH MERRILL, of the former 1%

e, ]

In Jersoy Share, on the 25th ult. by the Rev. H.
3, hlm}dru. Rev, JOHN H. GRIER, of Pine creck
township, o Mism —— BAILY, of the foruer pluce

. On the 4th inst. by the Rev. J. Sanke, Mr, JOHN
F. WILBUR, one of the aditors of the Borwick
Hontinel, to Mis HELEN DAVIS, all of Berwick,

Columbin county, I

L

OBITUARY, "

“In. the midst of life we re in death,”

In this place on 'l'l--urT-l;y_l:!-tc-_ At instant, Tiow-
an, the oldest son of M. Plilip Christman, in the
twoth year of hiv age,




