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~ TO THE FREEMEN OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENN-
BYLVANIA,

W, the demoeratic members of the Sen-
‘ate and House of Representatives of Penn
‘sylvania, are redoced to the painfol neceasi-
1y of calling your atiention to the deplora-
ble condition to which the affairs of the
‘Commonwealth are reduced, by the insane
‘efforts of a few unprincipled men, striving
to retain the power which a msjority of
the people have solemnly decided they must

1ay dowi.
In doing this wé will be as briel as pos-

sible. Kunowing that neither argument nor
exciling appeals are necessary 10 eall you
Yo thé support of the Consiitution—the laws
and the legally onsituted government of
the State; we shall use none of these. A
‘correct knowledge 6f the facts is all that is
necessary to Bhable the most obluse intellect
Yo arrive at jost conclusions, acd we shall,
therefore, confine oursélves to tlie simple
resital of those facts. Belore proceeding
1o do s0, we claim your confidence in the
truth of our narkation, for we shall “*noth=
ing extenunte, ner sught set down in mal-
jce.”” That you may the better compre-
hiend the full extent to which the Constitu-
tion has been Infracted, and the laws tramp-
led upon, by individuals claiming ¢ repre-
sent & majority of the people in the Execa-
tive & Legislative departments of the Gov't,
it becomes necessary 1o bring lo holice some
events which ocdurred prior to the nssom-
bling of the Legislature. Those muy Le
known to most of you, as for some (ime
they have engaged the public mind withi
painful intensity: to others they may not be

wo familiar. .
‘The county of Philadelphlais divided in-

10 seventeen election districts, and is entitled
to elect 8 members to the House of Repre-
sentatives and to members two the Senate,of
this State. In pursuance of the directions
of the laws relating to the Bubject, one re-
turn judge from each of these seventeen
districts met on the 12th day of Oct. last,
ut Independence Hall in the State House in
Philadetphin, fot the parpose of casting up
the votes gived to each candidate, in the
county, and 1o make out the proper return.
The Judges being (hus assembied, n the
dischagre of a highly re=sponsible and sol-

emn duty, to he executed upder the sanction

of an outh or sffirmation; proceeded to the | in no wise
A questiiil | evatie members to seals.

exercise ol their funttions,

having arisen as to the legality of the clec|
part af (i | shown to be;

tion held in the mcorpur.m.d

Notthern Liberties, being one of the sévei- |

teen disiricts, afler examing witnesses und

having the argoment of counsel a mujority |

‘of the return judges being ten of the seven-
een, decided that the returns from the in-
orporated Northern Liberues could not be
geceived, In pbint of law, this decision

Wity have been errotieous, and may be so | age of

conceded it in no wise affoets the une
doibted and indisputable elgetion of the
Pemoeratic candidates for seaws in the Sen-
sto, and Hlouse of Representutives, us will
boresfier be shown,  After this decision the
judges proceeded (o ascartain the result of
the election in the temaining disuics, sll
of thon participating [ the pecessury ex~
smigatos, or being presens while it pio-
gressed, When (he whole sumber of vows

pollﬂl in the sixteen :hslncl.u were counted,
it was ascerlained, that for

SENATOR.
Demo. Fed.

C, Byown had T8B0 Wm. Wagoner 6343

Blevenson 7870 I, Hanor 06330

AND FOR REPRESENTATIVE.

Demo, Fed. !
Ohas. Pray 1870 M, Day 6262
J, W. Ryan 7817 A, Woeleppo 6364
M. N. Carpenter 7860 W. F. Hughes 6364
T. H.Brivain 7808 M.Loyd 6279
A. Holienstien  783% Wmn. J. Crans 63746
J. W. Nesbit 7818 8. F. Reald 373
T. J. Heston 7819 B. R. Mears 6277
B, Crispin 7022 J. F, Bmith 6275

being an average majority for the democrat-
ic cundidates o'l' abous 1 3OO votes, exclud-
ing the voies cast in the Northern Liberties.

Ta further prosecution of their duties, the
Judges then proceeded to make outand cer-
tify the returmns tequired by law, showing
tlle above result, which were signed by ten
of Iigin being a mujority, in the presence
of the whole number. Taving thus exccu-
ted the trust confided o them, the meeting
of the judges was adjontned, and the indi-
vidual members left the room w Wwhich they
hud convened. 'The next duy, adu "lmle
of the returns ~as deposited in the office
of the Prothonotary of the City and Coun-

ty of Pliladelphia, and anolher sent to the
Secretary of the Commonwealih, whko re-
ceived it and deposited it in his office, as
by law and his oath of office he was bound
to do.

_ Shortly after the adjournment of the
Judges, siz of them; retired 1o another
room in the state house, and there, in se-
erety in the dead hour of the night, fraudu-
lently concocted @nother return, showing
the regdlt only in the ¥ districts they had
represented in the canference of the judges.
These 7 districts being the most federal iu
the county showed the following results

BENATE.
Federalists. Demderalst
Jas. Hunor 0988 Chas, Brown 4858
Wini Wagoner G308 8. Stevonson 4820
HEPRESENTATIVES.
M. Day 83406 Chas, Proy 4012
A, Woelepper 6426 1. W. Ryan 4767
W. F. Hughed 643% M. N. Carpentér 4814
Wmn. Loyd 63556 T I, Britain 4849
W, J. Crans 6422 A. Helfenstein 477!
8. F. Read 8445 J. W, Nesbit 4710
B. I Mears 63446 T. J. Heston 4759
J. F, Smith 0072 B, Crispin 4840

Tor the purpose of defrauding the demo-
eratic mewbere of the Senate and House,
of the seats 1o which they are entitled, by
tlte suflrages of the people of their county,
these fulse, partial and garbled returns, were
on the sume night, sent by an express o
Harrisburg, 25 the true return of the atate
of the poll in the county of Philadelphia,
in reepect to Senators and Representatives,
and deposited in the office of the Secrets-
ry of the Commonwealth,

The rejection of the Nosthern Liberties
rétarn is given as an apology for this gross
and monstrous violation, not only of their
duty but of theiroaths, Miserable as it is,
and impotent, in the slightest degree, to ex-
tenuate condoct such as we huve detailed,
this pretended excuse; at once, met and put

w shathe, by the (et that the rejection or
uddition of the Northern Liberties vote ean
affect the right of the Denio-
Let us prove it.

'lie vote in the Sixteen districts we have

Pur the Democratie eandidates an aver-
age of more than 7800,

Fur the Federal candidates an average of
300 leaving an aversge democratic mojori-
ty of sbout 1300,

In thie Northern Libetties the vote stood,

For the Demoeratic candidtes sn aver-
2140,

For the Federal candidates dd average of
3140,

Leaving an sverige Federal majority in
the Northern Liberties of 1000,
Democtatic average majority in

Sixtean disurlots.

Federal uverage mujority in North-
ern Liberties,

Domocrati¢ average in the whole
wuuly-—-

1600

1000

———

600

We assert unliesitaungly and unequive-
cally, thav the Secretary of the Common-
wealth was, before the meeting of the Le-
gielature, Cognizant of all these facls.

This gross wrong on the rights of suffer-
age, the mowt sncred and invaluable known
o freemen living under 8 Represeetative
form of government=thus commencad in
Philadelpia has been carried out and con'
summated at Harrisborg, by an usurpation
of power on the part of the Searetary of the
Commonwenlth, (the appointee and depend-
antof the Governor) unparalleled in the his-
tory of this or any other State forming the
confederacy, and by the boldness and reck-
less during of an individual holding a seat
i the House of Representatives, whose fame
us an unprineipled wetition is but wo notori-
ous for the creditof the State he has adopt-
ed for his residence.

How this cousumation was effected we
proceed to shiow,

A day or two previous to the meeting of
the Legislature, a ramor was corrent in this
town, that the Sccretary—a mere deposito-
riof the election returas—would constiute
himself the arbiter to judge of the Validity
of the several rewurns, and refusing 10 obey
the law which directs him to deliver all the
returns agldreuad 1o the two Houses, would
assume the responsibility of withholding
from the Senate and House of Representa
tives, the undenied and undeniable retors,
legully made by a majority of the return
judges of the eounty of Philadelphia :—
T'hat, upon this action, the federal members
of the House would refuse (o submit them-
selves o the decision of the majority of the
members arknowledged on all sides to be
elected, and whose elections have not, up to
this moment, been disputed, and rejeeting
ull other evidence, except the return of the
minority judges sent in by the Secretary.
receive the individoals shown to have been
beaten by at least five hundred votes, and
procesd to a separate orguuization of the
House by the election of a Speaker of their
exelusive choice. ,

This scheme was of a character so starl-
ling, and so utterly at varience with all con-
stitutional and legal propriety, that credence
was denied the report, It was not until
men were astounded by the intelligence
ihat it had actoully been carried into effent,
that the public behel here gave it slow ad-
missiont and we passed from astonishment
at the stpendous corruption which could
conceive such a project, 1o saduess in the
contemplation of filty two American eiti-
zens—gome of them selected by their fel-
lows for the exercise of the highest legisla-
live funetions—Ilending themselves to carry
forward ite perpetration.

Before we proceed to detail how the se-
cession by the minority was effected and a
pretended House of Representatives formed,
it is proper to say it would never have been
avempted, but for the accidental eircum-
stances that the party, 1o which the disor-
ganizers profess 1o belong, enjoy a majori-
ty in the Senate, and having possession,
for yet a little while, of the Executive ¢hair
expected to be recognized by the Senaie
and Goverpor, us the legitimate House of
Representatives of this Commonwealth,
Thus far the fear—not of on “armed mob"
—hui the fesr of the popular indignation,
based upon popular intelligence, has pre-
vented the exhibition of this last soene of a
drama, to which folly has lent the charaoter-
istics of furce, but which a oriminal digre-
gard of truth, Justice and propriety obsiinate-
ly persisted in, thredtened, at one instant of
time o convert into fearful tragedy.

preceded and accompanied the secession of
ihe minority from the Houso of Representa
lives and the subdequent proceedings in the
Senate, the first dtarting fart which aiteacts
the attention of the invesiigator ia the here-

wlore, unhoard of assudiption of power by
the Secretary of the Commonweslth over
the returns filed in his office, Tn assuming
us it will be seeu he did, to give preflerence
10 one return before another, he usurped an
authorily conferred by the copstitution on
euch house, slone Lo judge of the “qualifi-

In contemplating the circunsstances which |
| Yoles,

cations™ of ite members by refulmg to fur-
nish the house legal evidence of those qual-
ifications, If this be submitted to hereafier
the Becretary; a creature of the Governor,
and not the members elect, is to decide who
are and who are not members of the Legis-

Isture of Pennsylvania; thus consolidating
nt least for a limited period of time, distinet
branches of the government, which the fra-
mets of our constitution anxiously endeavor.
ed 1o keep separate,

Itis unnecessary to follow out all the
consequences which might, nay must flow
from this illegal appropriation of power: Tt
is enongh for a free people, governed by
seltled laws, to know that one of their a-
gents has endeavored 1o appropriate a pow-
er not belonging to him, and the posses.
gion of which, by him, is utterly incompat-
ible with the independence of the legisl: t.ve
body,

We proceed to submit a plain statement

of the facts which accompanied the organi-
zation of the House as they oceurred. From
it, it will be perceived that the minority,
uonsoious of its weakness, had recourze 1o
pewy trick, in order to carry ont a scheme,
concocted before they came into the Hall of
the House,

On ‘Tuesdny,the 4th inst. the day appoint-
ed by the Constitution, for the meeting of
the General Assembly, the members elected
16 the House of Representatives met av 11
o'clock, A, M. Iuis believed they were all
pre*tnl Upon motion, it was unmunmonu
ly ordered that the elerk of the House at the
last session, Francis R. Shunk, Eeq. read
the returns of the late election for Represen-
tatives. The Secretary of the Common-
wealth having been itroduced, laid upon
the Speaker's table, as he statéd,the official

relurn,
After the Clerk had read the return from

the City of Philadelphia, which was the
fiest return read, Mr. Pray of the county
of Philadelphia, required of him to state
by how many judges the paper received
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
purporting to be a rewrn of the eleciion of
members in the county of Philadelphia was
signed; and liow many election of members
in the county of Philadelphia was signed,

and how many election districls were inclu-
ded init. The Clerk made the stalement
required, from which it appeared that the
pretended return comprised but seven  dis-
tricts of the seventean and was yigned but
by wix judges,

Mr. Pray, then preseried a eopy, certi-
fied by the Prothonotary of the country of
Philadelphis, of the return of the election
of representatives in the said county, signed
by a mujority of the reiirn judges which
was read, after which the paper received
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
supporting to be a return, signed by six of
the seventeen relurn judges, and containing
the votes fur Representatives in seven of the
geventeen clection diswicts In  the suid
county was also read,

Upon the presentatiofi of the certified
topy, a short debate oceurred in which Mr.
T, 8. 8mith, of Philadelphia, gave the firat
intimation of an intended secession of the
mingrily; by stating that he hbped those
who thought with him would not vole upon
gny question which might arise.

The Clerk having proceeded and read
the retirns from sl the other counties, then
called the names of the members retened
as representatives.  The membess who af-
Fifly-six answered, which fact being an-
nounced, on molion, they proceede
shoice of & Speaker, and William Hopkins
was duly elected having received fifty-fiy

In the courke of these proceedings, mark-
el by a strict observance of the law and
the Constiwniion, and the practice un
them, Thaddeus Sievens, a member re-

in direct hostility with the uniform practice,
snd without regard 1o the order of proceed-
ing, that tellers be appointed for the pur-
pose of electing a Bpeaker. On this mo-
tion, ho suid he hop
thuse who thought with

|

and that those who differed from him lnti
his friends would be allowed to vote for
their Speaker, and that ho hoped thers
would be room enough on the platform for
two speakers.  He then put the question
hastily and informally, and pronounced
that it had carried, though undoubtedly vo-
ted down by a majority of the members
present,  Afier whieh the tellers by him
named proceeded and held an irregular and
informal election disturbing insome Jegtel,
the orderly proceedings of the members
who were enigaged in the regular discharge
of their duties. They continued this farce
by pronouncing a Spesker to be elecied,
who aceording to this novel plan did not re«
ceive moredhan some twenty or thirly votes
some of the seceders answering yes—some
here—some answering Thomas 8. Cun-
ningham, and then administered oathe and
affirmations to the. seceders., Soon after
the election of Mr. Hupkins, Speaker. the
seceding members withdrew, having tiken
no partin the regular organization of the
Hovse.  Afier Mr. Speaker Hopkins had
made his acknowledgements to the members
for the trust eonfided in him, the ususl oaths
were administered to him by Mr. Smith, of
Franklin, when the members present, fifty-
five in number, took and subscribed the re-
quisite oaths and affirmations. The House
then adopted the usual resolutions, and ade
Journed . ol

During the whole of these pmc&dl;‘l
there was in the gallery and upon part of
the floor of the House a very large assem
hlsga of cilizens, who, when Mr. Cunnmg-
liam has conducted to the chair, exhlbued
some symptoms of dwapprobntmn. wiueh
was, however instantly hushed at the res
quest of Mr. Hill of Westmoreland, 2 de-
mocratic member. In all other rel'pents',
they conducted themselves throughout with
the uumost propriety,

Ttis well known thata larger collnmn
of people than isususl upon such oceasions
assembled, because it was openly and pub-
licly asserted that the secretary of the com-
monwealth would withhold from the repre-
sentetives of the people the regular return
of the elcction of representatives in the eoun-
ty of Philadelphia, and present an illegal
and void paper purporting 10 be a rewurn, by
which the representatives of the people le-
gally elecied would be deprived of their
seats. ‘T'hat this threatened infraction of
popular sovreignty should produce extraor-
dinary vigilance in a people jealous of their
rights, is as nawral as it is honorable,

That regular returns of representatives
were made by a majotity of the return judg-
es of Philadelphia county, was as well
known in that distriet, 2od by all who ex-
amined the fiots, as that there was an elect-
ion held on the second ‘T'uesday in October,
T'liat one of these returns was filed in the
Prothonotarie's office of the county, was
equally well known, and was further at-
tested by the certified copy, read atthe or-
ganization of the H wse. That ancther of
these returns was sent 10 the Secietary’s of-
fice and was in the possession of the Secre
tary of the Commonwealth, was notorious,
And yet the fraudulent embezzloment of
this return was made the pretext of the lead-
ers of the minority to destroy the regulat
aclion of the Legislature.

The whole of these proceedings wero
witnessed, us has been alteady observed, by
a very large concourse of eilizéns diawn to~

rerwards seceded, declined lo angwer.— | :
'prem;mn of the returns,

d to the| lat the unprecedented & unjustifiable course

wrned from Adams county, madea motion ‘ leries,

gether by the reports of the intended  sup-
Much indignation,

Nond

of the minority was doubtiess felt.

g | was manifested unul the aflernoon, when

the Senate, in which the federalists have
the mujority, meet to organize,
The members of the Senate uumhled

der | 10 the Senate chumber at 3 o'clock P. M.

| 'The dense crowd which had @illed the gal-
aud pissages of the lower House in
the morning, now occupied the narrower
asetommodations of the Sewale chamber,
Here crowded together, in the most und
comfortuble position, they remained fot

od ouly himsell and | [from twe to three hours, listening withh
him would wte.khrcnihl.su interest to (he discussion wh

e
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