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Tflc straw 3|be« ̂ brjan Ml conflrms-

tiovo! >Yhe Ameri-
ctueouipatiy, and of its'rapflcation by the 
D o w l n i o f r t o v o r n m a n t .  v  • » :  

ComuisioKKR YAK BCIIK IT tending to the 
Governor's Office nf the several states a circu-
hr requesting that cach state shsll send to 
the Vienna Exhibition examples -of tho ma­
terials used in common education, with state­
ments of results obtained. 

y-TTlr JT-|-- MoKennir and Barnes, or 
Co|in|^#^*W wp&t to Osecola, Arfc.» hunt­
ing, and wore supposed to be tlie three men 
found froaen to death in a skiff near Memphis, 
•re uKr^uid #oll at Osceola. 

AT Mttficalina, Iowa, the jury in the case of 
the State against tVilmering, for killing bia 
father a short time since, has just returned a 
verdict of murder in tbe second degree. 

DOCTOR JONES, a homoeopathic physician at 
Toronto, jMM^^enly 09 Wtftlttoaday, after 
taking S JolS of cliloraio liydrate, wlficli had 
bevn administered at his own request after. a 
painful surgical operation. ; 3 * - - ; 

K*v. JQSHCA Leavnr, D. D.', associate editor 
of the Now X«ik Independent, died in Brook­
lyn^ Thursday from apoplexy, while at the 
residence ot hiaaon. ,- v 

REV. J. D. L. ZECTEK, M. D., editor of the 
frtin^h ̂ n^ntc, *n<| Minister ot the Copgro* 
gatttjial jSliatvh' disd on TfcSradav, in Bfook 
lyn. i •:?. i j'i - -

Mb NforTof finding a bottle bt stryoliniue 
in the cell lately vacated by Stokes is erro­
neous. The dreg was mix vomica, and had 
been medically prescribed. 

TM levying of tonnage dues on American 
stamen, running between Bremen and the 

: been stopped bytJ^r-
was adopted here,at 

_ Iou»e, Thursday, by 
ordP? of tbe Secretin^ or the Treasury. 

RLV. W. C. CLAM has been expelled from 
the Mew York Conference of 'the Methodist 
Cliurc|g;ifgr,eaHyljbjp eoalotterj ostensibly 
for tko-lifsMt of v ni|iai*nfc' bouse and free 
reading room. Clark contiyqea to aerra a 
church of his own in Brooklyn, apparently 
successful. 1 v 

A Boms* explosion on Wednesday, tmlhi 
Chattahoochie river, killed two persons and 
wound*! 'several. : / ; <• 

DESISSXSY, Frcnch Minister of War, haa 
written a ietterto l^Arshal McMahon. prohib­
iting the circulation of Bonaparte'j addresses 
in the barracks of French troops, and urging 
tbe severe punishment on peifeons found dis 
tributing suck .papers- - — 

A STABCB-LADEN canal boat at Glencove, 
Long Jsland. *a* sunk by ice on Thursday 
sight. < Le*s 930,000. > v 

Aw important decision was made by Jndge 
Boterick in the Muscatine District Court on 
Monday, dissolving an injunction heretofore 
granted, Restraining tho" colleeikmof a Mvc 
per cesiCtAx voted tdthe Muscatine Western 
Kailroad Company, involving $130,000. The 
tax will probably be paid without farther op 
position, as Jrat-a comparatively small share 
of the taxpayers ware concerned in the suit. 

Tax brigantine Mary E. Jones, of tlie Clyde 
river, has been lost at sea; Her Crew was 
saved, but two passengers, daughters of Da­
vid Sutherland of Clyde river, were drowned 
At the cabin. 

COOPER, HIES A CO., bankers of Baltimore, 
were swindled to the amount of $4,900, on 
Saturday last, by payment of a boeus draft for 
that amount, purporting to be drawn by Gib* 
Casanova A Co, bankers,'New York, and pay­
able to tbe order of ft. 8. Knox, Baltimore. 

AXONQ the amendments that passed the 
House with the Appropriation bill was an im­
portant one by McCrary, or Iowa, which pro* 
vides that hereafter no money from the con­
tingent fund of the House shall be paid to a 
oontostant for a seat in the House. 

THE committees of both Houses have agreed 
to ro.ort in favor of giving the Kentucky Salt 
Company $22,000 for the destruction of their 
works near Manchester, Ky., by Gen. Bnell, to 
keep them from falling into the hands of the 
rebels. 

TVBSDAT evening the planing mill of Messra. 
Trimble, Melntyre A Co., iu Allegheny City, 
together with tve dwellings, was entirely 
destroyed by fire. The total loss is $16,000, 
on which there is a small insnranoe. 

^EWFODXIILAKD journals announce the loss 
or the schoonors Elizabeth aud Magnolia, the 
lint with the loss of her entire crew, and the 
second with the loss of her captain and four 
men. 

Tax Senatorial contest in Kansas has nar­
rowed down to Pomeroy, Gov. Harvey and 
Jndge.Lowe. Seventy-eiglit members are 
pledged in opposition to Pomeroy. Sixty-seven 
votes are sufficient to elect. 

MATILDA HEBOK, who arrived in New York 
from 8an Francisco a few days sgo, is an in­
mate or tbe Park Hospital, suffering from al­
coholic hysteria. Her little daughter is eared 
for in the same institution. 

A fctawzoiAN named Ben Aivlcraon wait in­
stantly killed in Chicago, on Wednesday, by 
felling tfirougb a stairway hole in the new 
Clifton House, a distance of forty feet. 

WALTER HADSELL and Dewitt Ellis quarreled 
over a game of cards at Bock Island, on 
Wednesday, when Hadsell shot Ellis through 
tbe body, and escaped. 

THE German Savings Bank, of Chicago, sus­
tained a heavy run ou Wednesday, in conse 
quence of reports that the institution was 
weakening. 

ISAAC MILLS, agent of an extensive house in 
New York, was robbed of 920,100 worth of 
jewelry£t the Tremont House, Chicago, early 
WedBeffdayeveninjr, while at snppci. 

A rbariorf of Ifhe librVrv of Edwin Forrest 
has been deatroyed by Are at his late residence 
in Philadelphia. Tho famous original copy of 
Shakbpeare, published in 1683 and valued at 
$5,000, was consumed. Total loss between 
$12,000 and $15,000 

A BILL has been introduced into the New 
York Legislature disfranchising sry person 
convicted of bribery, larceny or any infamous 
•rime; also any ouo laying wager on an elec­
tion. 

THE PostaL.Appropriation bill, as finally 
eojw>te««arcalls for $32,503,767. The only-
item which is expected to oautfe debato is that 
of half a million dollars as increased compen­
sation to railroad companies for carrying 
mails. 

TBE Kellogg legislature In Louisiana has 
^nominated Joe Ray for U. S. Senator in place 
ef Kellogg, resigned. 

W*. B. SMALL has been nominated for Con. 
Kress by tb<i BepubKcaus of the first New 
Hampshire district, and Austin T. Pike in the 
third district. 
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WHEN the cell in which Stokes was confined 
prior tohis sentence was searehed,a little bot 
tie wss found in the corner, which, on exam­
ination by a chemist, was found to contain a 
concentrated solution of strychnine. 

8- Lr M. BABLOW, in sn interview, said nono 
of the proceeds of the $10,000,000 bonds of Erie 
P«»F°sed to be issued will be used to pay off 
the floating construction debt. The work of 
laying a third rail will begin at Buffalo as so on 
as the season permits, aud will be extended 
as fast as funds are secured till the road unites 
with the Boston, Hartford and Erie road. 

A BOILEB in a factoiy aiCharlerrie. Bilginm, 
exploded, instantly killiug eleven persons and 
wounding a large nnmber. 

AT Pontiac, Mieb., Portia Walter, the eldest 
daughter of Hon. Mark Walt jr, dropped a 
kero&eno lamp, breaking it and saturating her 
clothing with oil, which instantly took fire 
andbnrued her fatall>. Her parents were 
severely burned in trying to extinguish the 
flames. 

THE paper mill at Amsterdam, N. Y., was 
burned on Monday. Loss $30,000. 

A DISPATCH from Bombay ..ays a report has 
reached that city that a terrible earthquake 
occurred at Hoongubnr, a town of India, in a 
detached district of the Barada dominions 
114 miles north of Bombay. Fifteen hundred 
persons are said to have been killed in the 
town alone. Nothing has be»:n heard from 
the surrounding country, but it is feared that 
there has been much additional loss of life. 

THE Conrad block, including the Helmer 
House, at Legonier, Indiana, was destroyed 
by fire on Sunday night. Loss $10,009 to $15,-
090. 

THE Shah of Persia will leave Teheran next 
April, on a European tour. Ho will visit St. 
Petersburg, Vienna, Berlin, London, Paris 
and Constantinople. 

Loon V. BOOT has defeated Frank P.|B'air 
lor the Unite d States Senatorsbip from Mis­
souri. The vote in tlie nominating caicus 
stood Bogy C4, Blair 47. 

PERKOWITZ'S clothing store, on Catharine 
street, New- York, and adjoining premises, 
were burned Monday evening. Losses $25,000. 

THE stsamer Ed^ar Stewart, which recently 
sailed from Aspiuwall and Carthagena with a 
full cargo of arms and ammunition and some 
forty recruits for the Cuban revolutionists, 
under Cuban General A^nero, lias success­
fully laAded all lier-car^o on tho Cuban coast. 

AN unknown man was drowned while at­
tempting to crcsf) tlie Mississippi river on the 
icp at St. Louis. 

THE body of an unknown suicide was found 
hangings an unoccupied house sevcu milts 
from St fjouit, on Monday/ 

TYPHOID TEVEB rages among the prisoners in 
the county jUI at San Francisco. . 
' THE trial of Hiblcr, at Fort Waygg, lad., for 
murder, resulted in a verdict oP/guilty and 
sentence of imprisonment for life. 

Two small ko.vs were foued frozeu to death 
near Spring Valley, Iowa, after tho recent 
Storm. A.O. Jenkins, foreman of tbe Ohio 
Bridge Company's yard, was froaen to death 

; while riding in a hack from Sibley to Bock 
Rapids, Minn. The other inmates escaped 
with slight injuries. Near Was't t m.Miun., 
two teams wero found frozen, with cue of 
the drivers so badly frozen that he caunot 
live. The other cannot be fouud. Tlie body 
of an unknown man was also Nuud froaen to, 
death at Nieolet. • < 
M planing mill of Snyifcr A Banm, at 

Jfoeport, Pa., was burned an Saturday. Loss 
935,600. 

FBIEMDS of 8euator Nye are talking of 
Urmgmg httti fotWafT as a candidate for the 
mission to ChiiMk- ^ - * 
» JT has been decided to ere<!t a new buildingr* 

400 feet by 120, in the rear of the City Hall in 
Washington, eapableof holding 6,000 persons, 
in whKh to hold the inMmtion ball. 
A been appointed 
Associate Justice of Utah, vice Strickland, is a 
resident of Ionia, Miotygan.% Mis nomiaatfon 
was procured by Senator Ferry. He'is a man 
highly esteemed. ? , , 

AT Aurora, Ifl., on Saturday night, Ffank 
Franco, a wealthy Englishman, went home 
drank, mistook the door, and beat another 
man's sick wife so that her life is dispaired 
of, 

A MAN named Benjamin Vaughau watkilled 
at Colon, Miclugan, on Saturday, by; the ex­
plosion of a circular saw. 

AT St. Maysville, N. Y., on Friday night, 
Mrs. Otis Crain and three children were killed 
by the failing of a tree. 

MESCBB A Co., boot and shoe manufactur­
ers at Columbus, Ohio, have failed. Liabili­
ties *35.000; assets from |15,000*to $20,000. 

. A DISPATCH from Sioux City, dated Satur-
day, says: " The body of Elder Lee was 
found to-day in a snow-drift %bout eighty rods 
from that of his son, found on yesterday. His 
Wife and family of four young children arc left 
in destitute circumstances. It is stated that 
a party of three men, whose names aro un­
known, left Covington for their homestead in 
Nebraska on the dav ol the storm, since which 
nothing has been seen of them." 

THE steamship City of Washington, seven* 
teen days out from Liverpool for New York, 
put into Boston on Monday, short ol coal. 

WoobHUU. and Blood have been arrested on 
a new indictment and.locked up. 

W. H. COBE, a show-caso'dealer of New 
York, wss in one of tbe sleeping coschcs 
which burned in the railroad collision Jicar 
Calecoon station, on tbe Erio Railroad, l.i*t 
week. He was so badly burned that recovery 
is extremely doubtful. 

THE river at St. Louis has been cleared of 
ice. In moving down it struck and sunk the 
smsll stern-wheeler Carey. 

Wv. H. KIDD, tho Brooklyn merchant under 
arrest for incendiarism, shows Bigns of in­
sanity. 

JAHKB. BUCKET, we'l known in literary 
and educational circles, and principal of the 
institute bearing her name, died at Tarrytown 
on Sunday. 

CBAS. CBISTT, a New York concert saloon 
proprietor, war shot by an unknown man, on 
Monday morning, and fatally wounded. 

JCDOE HTOPHBETH, District Judge ot tho 
District of Columbis, has resigned. Judge 
Bustced, ot the Districi Court of Alabama, 
who resigned that place, has been nominated 
to succeed Judge Humfbreys. Judge Hum­
phreys will be nominated to sneezed Judge 
Busteed in Alabama. 

THE President sent tho following nomina­
tions to the Senate on Monday: Frauds O. 
Service, Associate Justioe of the Supreme 
Court of Montana; Win. O. Pilks, Register of 
the Land Office at Ironton, Mo.;Chas. J. Kin­
ney, Collector of Internal Bevenue for the 6th 
district of Tennessee. 

ADAK BATSHE suicided at South Bend, Ind., 
on Friday, by eating the ends of brimstone 
matchos. 

OAKZS AMES predicts that if the Union Paci­
fic Company is forced to pay all the interest 
on the Government bonds issued in behalf of 
the road, the result will be that the road will 
be placed in a position where it cannot pay in­
terest on the first mortgage bonds, and the 
holders of the same will causo a foreclosure 
and have the road sold, so that the Govern­
ment will lose all it baa invested. 

News from Arizona istc tho effect that tho 
Apaches made a raid on the Pima tnd Oila 
settlements, driving off large numbers of 
stock belonging to tho whites and Pima In­
dians. The latter raised a large party and 
went in pursuit. They came npon the Apacho 
camp in the mountains, attacked them, cap­
tured a nnmber of squaws, and retook most ot 
tbe stolen stock. 

HENBT C. BOWEN, of the Brooklyn Union, 
threatens to bring half a dozen suits against 

-Mw-Tribnne,-notes* the suit against him is 
Withdrawn. Ifc is rumored that tbe Times is 
about to bring a libel suit against the World 
for a recent publication, in which the private 
life of parties connected with tbe Times is 
falsely described. • 

THE Board of Underwriters of OsWego have 
increased their rates of insurance 90 per cent, 
to take effect immediately. Tbis is sn increase 
over the tariff adopted on tho first of January. 

THE jewelry store of Efeurster A Co., 701 
South Halsted street, Chicago, was robbed on 
Thursday-night of seventeen silver watches, 
one gold watch,and $500 in jewelry. 

A Mystery. 
nv .Tons a. WHIT nun. 

The rivor, hemmed with leaning trees, 
Wound through iti meadows green ; 

A low, b!uo line of mountains showed 
Tho open pines botween. 

One sharp, tall poak above thom all 
Clear into suulight sprang { 

I saw the river of my dreams, 
Tho mountains that I sang 1 

No clue of memory led mo on, 
But well tho ways I knew ; 

A feeling of familiar things 
With every footstep grew. 

Not otherwise abovo its crag 
Conld loan the blasted phfctgr-

Not otherwise tho uiaplo hold 
Aloft its rod ensign. 

So up the long and shorn foot-hills 
Tbe mountain road should croop; 

So, green and low, the meadow fold 
Its red-haired kino asleep. 

The river wonnd as it should yind; 
Their place the mountsids took; 

The white, torn fringes of their clouds 
Wore no unwonted look; -

> Yet ne'er before that river's rim 
Wss preBsed by feet or mine; 

Never before mine eyes bad crossed 
That broken mountain line. 

A presence, strange at once and known, 
Walked with me as my guide; 

The skirts of some forgotten life 
Trailed noiseless at my side. 

Was it a dim-remetnliered dream ? 
Or glimpse through nous old ? 

The secret which flke mountains kept, 
The river never told. 

But from the vision, ere it passed, 
A tender hope I diew, 

And, pleasant as a dawn of Spring, 
The thought within me grew,— 

That love would temper every change, 
And soften all surprise, 

And, misty with tbe dreams of earth, 
The hills ef heaven arise. 

— February Atlantic, 

Fitaa the Overland Monthly. 
AN IJi EXPLICABLE FANCY. 

bear your cross. I would have thought \ and 'was much more lik'jly to make his 
the sum sufficient t9 buy up all the orosseB ; appearance within the tf xt three hour* 
in Pari*, <tnd nil tbe women bearing them, j than ut any previous timo during the day 
IIow did you resist ?!' ' especially if he waa a rogue; and was not 

"If I did not know that your slur ou lacking in their usual Running, braced 
woman ;i«:d their crosses was suid mure i [Ienri somewhat. Lighting a lamp for tbe 
iu humor than earnest, I would not give 1 quondam gamesters, und Another fir him-
you another word of information. I told self, he camped on the lounge. He bad 
the man that tbe offer was Very tempting, but got eomforably setlled, however, 

Abroad. 

Frenchmen and Frenchwomen are 
tragic, or nothing, unices they happen to be 
comical.—Nature haa endowed the Gal­
lic mind with an adroit aptneda that siesea 
with equal facility upon the terrible or 
the grotesque—a revolution or a masquer­
ade. This, by way of preface, and the 
story of uAn Inexplicable Fancy" be­
gins : 

Henri Cardone was a young Freficb 
artist of distinguished promise. His neat 
little domieil ,and his pretty little wife 
wero situated in Bubtrban Paris. One 
early twilight in the month of November 
of a sortain year, as he entered his home, 
bis wife ran unto him, twined her plump 
arms about his neck, bestowing a full­
blown affection upon his responsive lips, 
and immediately exclaimed, M Oh, dear 
Henri I I have had such a surprise—such 
an odd visitor—this afternoon; a man 
with such an explioablo fancy that I have 
been waiting these two houra tor your ar­
rival, and (bestowing a playful out there 
upon) your ears. 

w And now the ears have arrived, Irene, 
my pet, I suppose your merry tongue will 
rattle away as glibly as a newly wound up 
muaiobox; and once started, I shall not 
have an opportunity t? put a word in even 
edgewise until you have ran down com­
pletely. But for this odd man, with the 
* inexplicable fancy.' He could not have 
taken a fancy to you for that would have 
been neither odd nor inexplicable. Did he, 
utterly regardless of the diviue set of hi* 
trousers, go down upon hie knees, and 
beseech of you to fly with him to some 
intensely rural retreat,there to subsist npon 
moonehua and his adorable moustache ? 
—and it was his inexplicable fancy that 
you should be accompanied by sucn little 
article of available value as this poor 
hovel might afford ? Or, was he a wan­
dering Gypsy lord, who predicted that you 
were to be queen ot all proud France, in­
stead of one humble French heart? and 
did he, just as he was about to surround 
your august brow with the imperial crown 
suddenly suspend it and take, an inexplic­
able fancy to b«ve his dirty palm first 
crossed with a orown of silver ? Or—" 

M There,'-; there! do cease your badin­
age," ( said the pouting little' woman, 
stamping her small foot impatiently-
Tou will never become wise lisMning to 
your own wisdom."' 

Not weary listening to yours, my 
oharming sage," laughed^lhe voluble 
Henri, caressing her suit, brown hair fond­
ly. "Proceed; from this on I am all 
ears." 

" Well, let all ears listen. At about 
three o'clock this afternoon, as I was sit­
ting intent upon taking the finest possible 
btitcbes around the border of your finest 
oambric, there came ^ sharp rap on the 
street door, i hastened, opened it, and 
found myself face tp face wttl; a man of 
middle age; who bowed politely, and 
inquired ifhe was on the'Rue deOhaloiie. 
On being informed that he was he thanked 
me verjr affably, and was turning to depart 
when liis glance chanced to fall on this 
little oornelian cross, which, then as now, 
was lying on my bosom. He stopped 
short, gazed fixedly at it as though it pos-
i essed some terrible fascination, turned 
first deadly pale, then livid purple, and 
in a hoarse whisper articulated, 'Madame, 
you will pardon me; it is no ordinary 
curiosity that prompts the question, but 

but tha 1 could not possibly accept It 
without first consulting yon." 

" That was a nohlo reply my darling." 
said Henri, drawing his wife cloae to his 
side, bestowing on her an eloquent glance 
and several passionate kisses. " Here­
after I shall consider you cheap at fifty 
thousand fraccs! What said old Crcesns 
to your priceless answer?" 

w At first he appeared much diaccmfit-
ed. After a little he said he was going 
into the country to remain one week; that 
he should return this way, .and if J, in the 
meantime, gained your consent, or con­
cluded to part witn tho cross without it, 
he would make good his offer. And then 
he bade me a. reluctant adieu, went to a 
post chaise that was waiting in tbe road, 
toot in, and drovo «off rapidly 11 

Chalons." . 
; "Finally we have the finale of act first," 

remarked Henri. 
u Yes," responded the musing Irene, 

toying jvith the object of so much discus-
tion, wkioh waa in reality of but little in­
trinsic value, and is no way remarkable, 
excepting from peculiarity of design. It 
was of a clear, blood red cornelian, the 
upright pillar-being carved to represent a 
descending arrow, and the cross piece a 
very fine wrought imitation of wings. 

u What attraction this bit of a thing— 
which, aside from being yovr gift, 1 look 
upon as worthless—can possess to render 
it so exceedingly precious in the eyes of 
that man I oannot oonjeoture o utinued 
the pnulcd Irene. 
" I think I can famish you with a due 

to the foundation of his extraordinary 
interest," remarked Ilenii, '• What was 
his general appearance?—that ol a 
coarse, ill-bred person ?" 

M Far from that. He was quite tall, not 
over fleshy well dressed, and refined in 
bearing and bis language. His counte­
nance oeiokened much illneu at some 
o.irly period of his life, or excessive dissi­
pation." 

"Should your cross-enamored friend 
call again, and I much doubt if he over 
does," said Henri,u 1 am the perBen with 
whom he must deal.*' 
" Why with you, dear?'* 
M Because the object he is so extremely 

solicitous to possess has a mysterious 
history known only to myself." 

44 And that mysterious history affords a 
key to the solution to the seemingly insane 
oiler of five hundred francs ?" 
"I apprehend such to be the oase. 

That cross was found on a spot where, but 
a few days previous, a revolting crime 
had been committed. If my surmises are 
correct, this strange visitor of yours was 
tbe author of that crime. If so, ho and 
that little red cross are old acquaintances, 
and he would readily sacrifice several 
time* five hundred francs to compass its 
lossession. Why? Simply becauso, so 
ong as it remains in other hands than his 

own, ho is painfully conscious that it may 
at any moment ride up in judgment before 
him, and cost him tno more irreparable 
sacrifice of his head." 

u And you have kept all this dark mys­
tery from me," complained Irene. 

**1 have, but will no longer. I have 

iiuiwu w HOW pruiwuM CKIBIV 
quiet deliberation, he. leisurely pro* 

ed to tbe door and opened it. From 

before a resonant rap on the street door 
brought him instantly to bis feet. School­
ing himself to meet tho probable crisis 
with 
ceedei 
Irene's graphic description he had no dif­
ficulty in recoguizing his visitor. The 
expected man of tho cross stood before 
bim. His heait gave a tremendous thump 
against his breast; but bis voice was 
sieadjr and quiet, as he s-ilated tbe stran­
ger with, " Good evening sir." 

" Good evening, sir," responded the vis-
itur, Bcrutiniaiug llenri closely. u is the 
madam at home ?" 

"My wife is tbe lady to whom you refor, 
I presume." said Henri. "She is absent 

. on a visit. Can I serve vnu in anything? 
towaw^ JRlfeyeu not step itVsi:#TMIenri threw 

the door wide open, that the man might 
see the room waa vacant; and hence 
might iniagino him to be alone. 

w Ah! you are the husband of the lady," 
remarked tbe stranger, who after peering 
in, walked in. 
" I have the honor. Pray be seated." 
" I will trespass upon your hospitality 

but for a few moments »." 
* No trespass, I assure you, Solitude 

snot the bost of companions." 
Without removing his hat, the stranger 

took the proffered chair. "I can tarry out 
a short time," he said. '* Probably your 
wife has informed you of an offer she 
received, a week ago, for a small, fanciful 
cornolian cross that was in her posses­
sion?" 

"Yes; she did mention tbe matter to 
ino, and we both wondered at the strange 
fancy of the man. and the excessive price 
lie offered." 

"Well," replied the Btranger, with a 
forcedJaugh, 44 tbe fancy can not matter 
to you; and as for the price, if you get it 
that ought to satisfy you on that point 
I am tho man; and'l renew the offer." 

44 Ah! No, certainly not, the fancy does 
not concern us—ot course sot," and Henri 
eyed tbo Btranger keenly. 44 But you 
know that unusual occurrences will set 
the least carious of mortals to surmia* 
sing." 

44 Of course—of course," said the stran­
ger with strong symptoms of uneasiness. 
uPeoplo can not help thinking—that's 
what brains wero made for. But to the 
point, if you still possess the cross, and 
will exchange it for the Bum offered, that 
sum is yours. Your answer t You will 
excuse my seeming abruptness; I am 
pressed for time,*and can not dally." 

441 hold you perfeotly excusable," said 
Henri, drawing the coveted cross from his 
pocket, and noting the eagor flashing of 
the stranger's eyes, as bis gase fell upon 
it Deoiline to thrust the probe home at 
once, he deliberately added: "Another 
reason, other than want of time, may exist 
to occasion your abruptness, my friend; 
waut of confidence." 

M What sir!" ejaculated tbe man, start­
ing up in a threatening, apprehensive way. 
W hat do you moan by that remark ?" 

44 listen, and 1 will tell you," replied 

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Sketches bjr Marie Twain. 
The announcement of the death of 

King Kameb'ameha, of the Sandwich 
Islands, has induced Mark Twain to 
contribute two articles to tbe Now 
York Tribune, embracing the recol­
lections of bis trip to the Islands sev­
eral years ago. The articles give much 
valuable information, spiced with the 
inimitable humor of the author. We 
make one or two extracts from the last 
of these contributions: 

A BOTAIi CUBIOSITY. 
Tbe _ late King was frequently on 

hand in the royol pew in the Royal 
Hawaiian Reformed Catholic Church 
on Sundays; but whenever he got into 
trouble he did not fly to the cross for 
help—he flew to tho heathen gods of 
his ancestors. Now this was a man 
who would write you a beautiful letter, 
in a faultless hand, and word it in 
faultless English; and perhaps throw 
it a few graceful classic allusions; and 
perhaps a few happv references to sci 
ence, international law, or„ tbo world's 

Eolitioal history; or hie would ana; 
f 

T Ilonri, fully cc nvinced that he was on the 
right track, as his visitor indecisively sat 

refrained from making you acquainted I down uguh.. " Listen, and I wiU telf you 
„:.u .h. ! what I mean. This cross, lor which you with the circumstances that are associated | v 4 , . .... . -
with my finding of the trinket solely from Ihaye *keu »ucb «* "»?*plicable fancy, 
a fear that the knowledge might cause 
you to conceive a morbid dislike to it, and 
as it is really a pretty toy. I liked to see 

Jou wear it. And now for the mystery. 
>o you remember the murder, six years 

ago, of a nobleman ot the name of Comte 
de St. Armande, in the Rue de Ger-
maiue?" 

" Distinctly," replied Irrne. "All 
Paris was thrilled with horror at the mys­
tery and barbarity of the deed. But what 
association can this cross have with that 
dreadful affair ?" 

* An intimate association. That cross 
was found bv me on the identical spot 
of the murder, and but three days there­
after. If you closely examine 
side, you will observe a small drilled bole 
at each extremity. From these holes I 
am led to inter that it was worn bv the 
unknown as saw in on the fatal night in 
question; and furthermore, that it was 
jrrenched from its fastenings by the hand 
of the hapless Comte in his dying strug­
gle. Naturally enough, it fell"* to the 
ground, where 1 found it. To this day, 

came into my poBsession under very 
peculivr circumstances—circumstances 
that invest it with extraordinary interest." 
Pausing a moment to note the effect of his 
language, Henri fixed his burning eyes on 
the stranger's. Sppaking Mowly, and 
emphasising every word, ne continued 
441 found this cross on tbo 3d of January, 
1849, on the Rue de Germaine, on the 
very spot on which three days previous 
the Comte de St. Armande had been bru­
tally murdered." 

During the utterance of the concluding 
words ol the above, the countenance of the 
listening man underwent a most appalling 

» tnere_ change—as dreadful indeed, aa though he 
ue under ^ heard tbe sentence for his immediate 

execution pronounced. The muscles of 
his face twitched convulsively, his under 
aw fell, and bis eyes rolled in their sock­
ets as though following the faniastio 
evolutions of some horrid goblin. 

Tbe paroxysm lasted but for a moment 
By a superhumau effort of the will he 
recovered his bewildered faculties, sprang 
to his .feet, and with tbe demoniac fury ot 
a madman, dashed at Henri; hissing be-in spite of the superhuman efforts of a by | ? Tu n " ' .i" .fir 

J X. | tween his teeth,44 D— — you; the telling no meaos obtuse police, and the incentive , of tbat taIo ig y(mr death-kne/l." 

A rouncAii conference will be held at Chis-
alhurst Thursday, when the expediency of a 
formal proclamation from the Bmpross and the 
•tatna of tlie Prince Imperial will be consid­
ered. 

TnE difficulty with the Pennsylvania coal 
minera lias been settled and work resumed. 

THE old liberty bell has been removed from 
Independence Hall to the vestibule, where it 
ia to stand for the future. 

THE n«ws of Napoleon's deatb caused no 
excitement in Corsica. Tbe family mansion 
of Bonapartes at AJaccio is draped in mourn­
ing.' 

MABSHAT. BAZAIKE is deeply affected by the 
death of Napoleon. The news rendered bim 
quite ill. 

THE Prussian Gross Gazette contains a bit­
ter article against England. It considers the 
invasion of Kedivo by the Bussian troops, the 
negotiations of Prussia with Portugal for tlic-
acquisition of Dclgoa Bay, and the measures 
taken by tbe United States in rcgaid to the 
8andwich Islands, as so many attacks ou tbe 
prestige of England. Tbe article alludes to j 
Russia and the United States in a complimen-1 
tary manner, and intimates tbat these powers, 
combined with Germany, might divide the 
world botween them. 

THE Empress Eugenie will soon iggue a pro­
clamation to the French people, announcing 
tbat Hhe assumes the Regency, being the 
Prince's mother. 

THE creditors of Bowles Brothers in London 
have proved in the Court of Bankruptcy claims 
against tbe firm to tbe amount of £30,000. 

THIEBS has instiucted the Marquis de 
Bouaeville, French Ambassador at Vienna, to 
convey to Prime Minister Andrassy an expres­
sion of the deep regret of tbe Frcnch Govern­
ment at the indiscreet publications of the 
Duke de Grammont. 

MARSHAL MACMAHON reports to President 
Thiers tbat the army is not aifr?tud by the 
death of Napoleon. There are .Bonapartists 
among the officers, but no party which sup­
ports the Napoleonic dynasty in the army. 

A HOOT of Carlist insurgents was defeated at 
Pampelona, Spain, on Thursday. 

THE Independence Beige publishes a letter 
from Count von Beust in answer to tho asser­
tions of the Duke do Grammont. The Count 
shows that Austria tried to dissuade Franc e 
from Ruing to 'war with Prnsnia, :>ntl reserved 
her right to remain nentral. Frunce, after 
war was declared, APked an alliance, and Aus­
tria refused it. '' 

might 1 venture to ask how ~ that trinket 
(pointing a trembling finger at the cross) 
oame into yonr possession—under what 
eireumstauces ?" 

"Well," queried Henri, in a low, inter* 
eatedtone, 44 what was my little wife's 
reply?" 

44 Kour little wife told him, Bir, that it 
was a Dresent from her husband, and th.it 
it had Veen in her possession about four 
yean. How or where you oame by it, she 
oould not inform him." 

44Then be departed satisfied?" 
"No, indeed." 
" Then he inquired your name, age and 

profession.'' 
14 Did he ?" I do not know whether 

I ought to feel complimented or insulted. 
Did you tell him." 

441 hesitated and then told him." 
441 wish _ you had not hesitated and then 

not told hiin. Something of a moment 
may grow out of his curiosity. But it will 
not matter. Then lie departed ?" 

44 No; he stood absorbed in troubled 
| thought a few minutes, as though weigb-
I ing a deep problem, and then said he had 
taken a very strong and eccentric fancy 
for the trinket, and asked if I would for a 
consideration consent to part with it.-"' 

" What was your reply to that very 
businesslike proposition ?" 

" That, being your gift, I shpuld much 
dislike to let it go." 

u Of course that must have terminated 
the conversation" 
" Of course, but it did not, though! It 

became more pointed than ever. 
" Well, well! 1 am eager to learn the 

denouement"4 said llenri. "If I am 
not at fault in my surmises, something 
will shortly grow out of this affair that 
will interest a very wide circle. Give me 
the exnet particulars. What followed?" 

44 He said he was wealthy and did not 
valuo money; and that'he hud conceived 
so t-trong a desire to possess tho cross, 
that, wild as tho offer might seem, he 
would not demur at giving five hundred 
francs for it." 

44 Five hundred, parbleu! The trinket 
is not worth five francs," said Henri, 
excitedly. " Tho man is eitlior a lnnatic, 
or—what I more strongly ?uspcct him ol 
being." 

"Aud what is it possible tor you to 
inoro suspect him of being ?" asktd Irene. 
$i" A knavo. iu spite ot the temptation 

; of five hundred francs, I seo that you still 

of fabulous reward by St. Armande's rel 
atives, the murderer is undiscovered, and 
the w^ole affair remains wrapped in im­
penetrable mystery. After all these un-
revealing years who shall say that the 
coming together of this man and tho cross 
is not the working of a retributive fate? 
Too well does the man of inexplicable 
fancy that tbe little toy he so covets is 
is adequate, if it falls into proper hands 
to work the crucifixion of a great scound­
rel. 

"Ugh!" shuddered Irene, "And I 
have been wearing it all tbis time, and 
admiring it, totally ignorant of tbe terri­
ble thing its blood red color symbolizes. 
I can wear it no longer. Here"—remov­
ing from her shrinking neck the chain by 
which it was susqended—" I can now view 
it with no interest but that of horror; and 
she tbi ew. it nervously into hor husband's 
lap. 

14 Why, you little fool!" said Henri, in 
a jocose tone, "are you going to faint? 
Are you afraid of it ? It is just as harm­
less as it has been, and just asbeautilul. 
"I do not fear it," replied Irene, 

shrinking from it, nevertheless. "1 am 
not that foolish. But I dislike it Its 

JuBtasHs muscular hand closed op­
pressively on Henri's throat, he was 
violently jerked backwards, and found 
himself in the tenacious clutches of the 
two gendarmes." 

" & ho! my fine fellow!" ejaculated 
one of the officers. 44 We are altogether 
too deeply concerned for the future wel­
fare of your soul to permit yon to perpe­
trate such a crime. You have done bad 
enough already to bring you to hanging, 
and that is qnite sufficient for our 'pur­
pose." 

The foiled villain glared suddenly from 
one to the other, and made no attempt to 
escape. 

" That is right," remarked the officer 
who spoke before. " Tako it easy— shows 
you to bo a philosopher and a man of 
common sense." 

The prisoner oooly folded his arms, and 
stood silent. 

"Monsieur Cardone," continued the 
officer, 44 as your friend seems to take 
kindly our interference with hh lit le plan 
to avoid you a long resting spell, will you, 
with equal disinterestedness, provide us 
with a rope for his benefit ? Unluckily, 
we came from town and forgot to bring innocent charm is lost to me forever." • „ - . ,. , . - . . ,. -

After weighing the matter in his mind U.ie professional bracelets-an unintention-
until the specified week had nearly elaps- i 
ed, Henri suddenly and sagely ooncluied dre8SmS the P"«^r, «we deplore even 
to acquaint tho Prefect of Police with the 
story in all its bearings, real, and suppos­
itory. _ That astute functionary proved to 
be an intelligent and patient listener, and 
was only too glad to detail two subordi­
nates to further a scheme that promised to 
result in tbe capture of the criminal who 
had succeeded in eluding the pursuit of 
ustice. Early in the morning, a week 

subsequent to that on which the supposed 
criminal had called, H*nri sent Irene into 
the city on a visit to some friends, with the 
explieit understanding that she was not to 
return until he came for her. Following 
olose upon her departure, came the arriv-

morejthan you yourself can. In fact we 
were rather uncertain of having the pleas­
ure of your company on our return." 

"Norwill you have tbat pleasure," 
growled the hitherto quiescent oaptive, 
Buddenty kicking out with his two power­
ful arms, upsetting both officers kicking 

' over the table ou which stood the light, 
and leaping out of the door into the dark­
ness. As he vanished, a bullet hissed by 
either ear, but he escaped unhurt. 
The report of tbe pistols hurried Henri 

back into the room, from whioh he had 
gone in quest of a rope. 

"Quick!" exolaimed one of the officers. 
.1 n(i.; «.!»« i" The denil has outwitted and escaped us, al oftwo gendarmes, who were forthwith mugt ^ after ^JQ, at once jt ig 

in the presence of the expected stranger, C1
1
0"? °f th.e many cut thr??tB wh® ,.nTes|-

or not, as he might or mi, lit not criminate fd lar" 8,VirdToni?h«mii2^?Z 
himself in the interview With Henri. d,8aSE TrlJftl T fth? 

All the preliminary arrangements being ! St. Armandenmrder andthe departmco 

ment. Our first move is to lodge informa-station at the window, and bohind closed 
blinds beoam 9 a silent and intense watch­
er. He was a brave und resolute man; 
hut nevertheless an occasional misgiving 
flitted aoross his mind. The business 
before bim was of an extremely hazard­
ous nature. Should the supposed criminal 
prove to be the real criminni, his capture 

•  . . . .  ^  

tion at the three heads of the Polioe 
Department. lie is an astute dog, 
infinite resource, and the whole force on 
the scent wiil hardly suffice to capture 
him.'' 

Breme was eventually taken. But 
adroit was be, that he contrived to remain would-be likely to be preluded by „ . 

pci te encounter. If fatal, fatal to ftt large lor throe weeks after hia escape 
" Henri thought of this, then of from Uardone's house. He was tried whom! 

Irene, nnd closed his eyes. Then ho eo'-demued, arul executed, for the murdor 
thought of the ceud irmcs in the next room i)f St: Armande, several witnesses J^oing 
set bis iaw, and in a spirit of grim defiance, 
put all forhodiugs from him. Morning, 
noon, afternoon, aud evening, glided by, 
with no result. Henri vawued with 
impatient discouragement, flis allies took 
to tho bcdroom-tloor und cards eurly in 
tho forenoon. Uithorto the excitement of 
the chase hnd been strong enough to sus­
tain Henri's interest. But now ? Would 

found who identified him, and testified to 
having seen fastened to his shirt bosom 
on the evening of the murder, that blood 
red cross, 

Irene was never afterwards persuaded 
to wear it. It hung over the mantle in 
her boudoir, and many an evening visitor 
has been boguiled by Henri with u recital 
ot the two dark episodes in its history 

the expected not come, after all? A brief I wl"cb *""« embodied in tbis story, and 
consultation with tbe officers—who adher- biive departed shuddering at its sanguin 
ed to tbe opinion that he would come ttr7 bue. 

give them juries composed entirelv of 
the most simple and charming leather-
heads. We can give them rauway cor-

imsclf in elegaut evening dress an 
entertain you at his board in 
princely style, and converse like 
a born Christian gentleman; and day 
after day he would work like a beaver 
in affairs of State, and on occasions 
exchange autograph letters with the 
kings and emperors of the old world. 
And the next week, business being 
over, he would retire to a cluster ol 
dismal little'straw-thatched native huts 
by the sea-shore, and there for a fort­
night ho would turn himself into a 
heathen whom you oould not tell from 
his savage grandfather. He would re­
duce his drese to a breech-clout, fill 
himself daily full of whisky, and sit 
with certain of his concubines 
while others danced the peculiar 
hula-hula. And if oppressed by 
great responsibilities he would 
summon one of his familiars, an an­
cient witch, and ask her to tell him the 
opinion and tbe commands of the 
heathen gods, and these commands he 
would obey. He was so superstitious 
that he would not step over a line 
drawn across a road, but would walk 
around it. These matters were com* 
mon talk in the Islands. I nover saw 
this king bnt once, and then he was 
not on his periodical debauch. He 
was in evening dress attending the 
funeral of his sister, and had a yard of 
crapedependiogfrom his stove-pipe hat. 

A BPBCIHBN MINISTER. 
The "Boyal Ministers" are natural 

curiosities. They are white men of 
various nationalities, who have wan­
dered thither in times gone by. I will 
give you a specimen—but not the most 
1 avorable. Harris, for instance. Harris 

an American—a long-legged,.vain, 
light-weight village lawyer from New 
Hampshire. If he had brains in pro* 
sortion to his legs, he would make 
Solomon seem a failure: if his modes* 
ty equaled his ignorance, he would 
make a violet seem stuck up; if his 
learning equaled his vanity, he would 
make von Humboldt as unlettered as 
the backside of a tombstone; if his 
stature were proportioned to his con­
science, he would be a gem for the mi-
oroscope; if his ideas were as large as 
his words, it would take a man three 
months to walk around one of them; 
if an audience were to contract .to 
listen aa long as he would talk, that 
audience would die of old age; and if 
he were to talk until he said something, 
he would still be on his hind legs when 
the last trump sounded. And he would 
have cheek enough to wait until the 
disturbance was over, and go on again. 

Such is (or was' 
Harris, his late 
This, That, and The' 
a little of everything; and particularly 
alwavs he was the King's most obedi­
ent numble servant and loving wor­
shiper, and' his chief champion and 
mouthpiece in the parliamentary 
branch of ministers. And when a ques­
tion came up (it didn't make any dif­
ference what it was), how he would rise 
up and saw the air with his bony flails, 
and storm and cavort and hurl sound­
ing emptiness which he thought was 
eloquence, and discharge bile which he 
fanoied was satire, and issue dreary 
rubbish which he took for humor, and 
acoompany it with contortions of his 
undertaker countenance which he be­
lieved to be comic expression! 

Ho began in tbe islands as a little, 
obscure lawyer, and rose (?) to be such 
a many-sided official grandee that sar-
carstio folk dubbed him, 44 the wheels 
of the government." He became a 
great man in a pigmv laud—he was of 
the caliber that other countries con­
struct constables and coroners of. I 
do not wish to seem prejudiced against 
Harris, and I hope that nothing lhave 
said will convey sucli an impression, j 
must be an honest historian, and to 
do this in the present case I have to 
reveal the fact that this stately figure, 
which looks so like a Washington mon­
ument in the distance, is nothing bnt a 
thirty-dollar windmill when we get close 
to him. 

Harris loves to proclaim that he is 
no longer an American, and he is proud 
of it; that he is a Hawaiian through 
and through, and is proud of that, too; 
and that he is a willing subject and 
servant of his lord and master, the 
King, and is proud and grateful that it 
is so. 

WHT WB SHOULD ANNEX. 
Now, let us annexthe islands. Think 

howweeould build up that whalini 
trade! [Though under our courts an< 
judges it might soon be as impossible 
for wbaleships to rendezvous there 
without being fleeced and 44pulled" by 
sailors and pettifoggers as it now is in 
San Francisco—a place the skippers 
shun as they would rocks and shcals.] 
Let us annex. We could make sugar 
enough there to supply all America, 
perhaps, and the prices would be very 
easy with the duties removed. Ana 
then we would have such a fine half­
way house for our Pacific-plying ships; 
ana such a convenient supply depot 
and such a commanding sentry box for 
an armed squadron; and we could raise 
cotton and coffee there nnd make 
it pay pretty well, with the duties 
off and capital easier to get at. 
And then we would own tho mightiest 
volcano on earth—Kilaueat Barnum 
could run it—heunderstands fires now. 
Let us annex, by all means. We could 
paeify Prince Sill, and other nobles 
easy enough—put them on a reserva­
tion. Nothing pleases a savage like a 
reservation—a reservation where he 
has his annual hoes, and Bibles and 
blankets to trade for powder and whis­
ky—a sweet Arcadian retreat fenced in 
with soldiers. By annexing, we would 
get all those 60,000 natives cheap as 
dirt, with their morals and other dis­
eases thrown in. No expense for edu 
cation—they are already educated; no 
need to convert them—they are already 
converted; no expense to clothe them 
or obvious reasons. 

We must annex those people. We 
can afflict them with our wise and bene­
ficent government. We can introduce 
the novelty of thieves all the way tip 
from street car pickpockets to munici­
pal robbers and government defaulters, 
and show them how amusing it is to 
arrest them and try them and let them 
loose—some for cash aud some for 
44 political influence " We can make 
them ashamed of their simple and pri­
mitive justice. We can do away with 
the occasional hanging for murder, 
and let them have Judge Pratt teacli 
them how to save imperiled Avery-as-
sassins to society. We ouu give them 
some Barnardu to keep their money cor­
porations out of difficulties. We can 

porations who will buy their legisla­
tures like old clothes, and run over 
their best oitizens and complain of the 
corpses for smearing their uupleasant 
juices on the track. In place of harm-
lees and vaporing Harris, we can give 
them Tweed. We can let them have 
Connolly; we cau loan them Sweeny; 
we can furnish them some Jay Goulds 
who will do away with their old time 
notion that stealing is not respectable. 
We can confer Woodhull and Claflin on 
them. And Qeorge Francis Train. We 
can give them lecturers! I will go my­
self. 

Proceedings in Congress. 
SRNATE.—On Friday, 17th, the Vien­

na Exposition appropriation bill was passa:. 
Mr. Morton called up bia resolution instruct­
ing the Committee on Elections to inquir > 
into the detents of the present electoral sys­
tem, and tbe best means for remedying them, 
and addressed the Senata at great length 
upon the subject. He favored a direct vote 
ot tbe people, each slate to have as many 
vot'os as it has Congressional di tricts, and tbe 
vote of each district to be'cast fo'-the person 
receiving .a majority of all the 'votes. Mr. 
Trumbull spoke briefly in opposition te Sir. 
Morton's views. The bill to revise and amend 
the lawa relating to mints, assay office and 
coinage of tbe United States waa passed. 

HOUSE—A large number of biUa of 
a private character were reported from tbe 
Committee <n Claims ana referred. Tbe 
bill to grant certain lands in the state of Iowa 
to the Mississippi and Missouri and the Chi­
cago, Rock Island the Pacific Railroad Com­
panies occupied the remainder of the aession, 
and was not disposed of. 

SENATE—A bill was introduced on 
January 16th to regulate tbo transportatiou of 
merchandise—reported from the Committee 
on Commerce. Also bills authorizing the Sec­
retary of War to contract for the building of 
several light-draft snag-boata for the Missis­
sippi ana Arkansas rivers. Authorizing the 
Secretary of War to erect ajmonument at Salia-
bury, N. C., to. the memory of aoldiers who 
died in prison and are buried there; and for 
the improvement of the harbor and river at 
Washington, D. C. Bills were passed fixing 
the compensation and length of aeseiona of 
territorial legislatures, and committing tbe 
care of penitenttariea to territorial authorities. 
Tbo Houso bili appropriating 1300,000 to eover 
expenses ef American representation at the Vi­
enna Exposition occupied the remainder of the 
morning hour, when, without action, it went 
over. Mr. Sherman made a lengthy apeech 
on the resumption of specie payments, and at 
its close reported from the Committee on Fi­
nance a substitute for the Buckingham bill. 
Tbe House bill to incorporate the Loomis 
Aerial Telegraph Company waa paaaed. Mr. 
Morton offered a resolution, which waa passed, 
instructing the Committee on Privilegea and 
Elections to inquire whether there ia a legal 
state government in Louisiana, and if ao, by 
whom constituted. Mr. Carpenter, from the 
Committee on Judiciary, reported a bill fixing 
the second Monday of October for the United 
States Court. Passed. 

HOUSE—After some unimportant 
bnsioess, the bill tor the admission o( Colora­
do was debated until tbe expiration of the 
morning hour. The House then went into 
Committee of the Whole on the Consular 
bill. Upon rising the Oklahama Indian Terri­
tory bill waa conaideied and laid on tbe table. 
The Senate bill amending the agricultural 
college act by extending the time Cor granting 
lands, waa passed, 

SENATE.—On January 15 a minority 
report was made by Mr. Wright, from tbe 
Committee on Finance, on the question of the 
Secretary of the Treaaury to issue United 
States notes in place of any portion of the 
(44,000,000 cancelled underact of IMS. Billa 
were introduced to amend patent and copy­
right laws; authorizing tbe Secretary ot War 
to compromise and settle all pending claima 
of tbe Government igainat Southern railroad 
companies; to require national banks to re­
store their capital when impaired, and to 
amend the natnnal currency act. Bil!a were 

Kissed to confirm the title of L. Grignon to 
ndat Green Bay, Wis.; to provide a building 

for a custom house and postofflce at Memphis, 
Tenn. 

HOUSE.—Tbe post office appropria­
tion bill was roported. A bill was passed re­
lieving from the operations of the bankruptcy 
act state insurance companies against which 
bankiuptcy proceedings are taken in atate 
courts. The legislat.ve appropriation bill came 
up,and amendments were voted upon. The only 
important amendment was that adapted yes­
terday in the committee repealing the 9th sec­
tion of the army appropriation bill of 1871, in 
reference to tbe interest on the Pacific Bail-
road bonds. It was agreed to by the House 
without division. The claim or Theodore 
Adams, $112,740, for the construction of mor­
tar boats and tugs, was allowed. Tne House 
then took up the bill reported by Mr. Parker, 
o( Missouri, from tbe Committee on Terri­
tories, for a better protection of Indian tribes, 
and their consolidation nnder a civil govern­
ment, to be called territory Oklahomo. 

SENATE.—On January 14 Mr. Sher­
man, from the Committee on Finance, report­
ed that the Secretary ot the Treasury has not 
tower, nnder tbe existing laws, to issue 
Jnited States notes for any portion of the 

forty-rour million dollafa in notes cancelled 
under the act of June, I860. A bill to amend 
the national currency act was passed. It all 
lows national banks to loan to ai»v individna-
or corporation ten per cent, upon their aur 

ofits, as well aa on their original cap! 
emoritls from soldiers were presented 

THE BORGIA OF STADE. 

I day at mora, " I shall have one to-day;" 
I My at night, *'I ball have one to-morrow f 

Bnt day and night go creeping alow away, 
And leave me with my sorrow. 

And ia be sick, or ia he dead or changcd ? 
Or, baply, has be learned to love another? 

If I could know bim eareleaa or estranged 
My pride, my love, slight smother. 

i*.t night, Indeed, I dicaaaed a letter* 
Ah! welcomer than any first May bUaaanal • 

And then I beard my mother calls*? asm, 
And hid it in my bosom. 

And, cheated, woke, and beard tbe nigkt wiad 
rave, 

And my wet eyes te my lonely pillow; 
And dreamed again, sadaaw a namslaasgiava, 

Half bi lden by a willow! 

|)lua.profits, as well aa on their original capi­
tal. ^lemorUts from soldiers were p 
urging tbe passage ot the House bill granting 
100 acres of land to honorably discharged sol­
diers . It was stated tbat the bill wonld re-
quiue 320,000.000 acres. The agricultural col­
lege bill came up and after debate waa passed. 

Housn.—A bill was passed extending 
the time for the completion of the Portage 
Lake and Lake Supenor ship canal. Tne 
legislative appropriation bill was considered 
in committee of the whole and reported to 
the House, where it occupied the remainder of 
the aession without being brought to a vote. 

SENATE—Mr. Logan made a personal 
explanation on January 13th. Mr. Chandler 
introduced a bill exempting mineral landa in 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota from the 
operation of the mining act of May 10th, 1872. 
Tbo bill for the further endowment and aup-
port of agricultural colleges was taken up and 
occupied the remainder of the day. 

HOUSE.—Among the bills introduced 
were tbe following: To reorganize the Treaa­
ury Department, fix the aalariee of Ha officers 
and establish a system of appointmenta in tbe 
civil-service in Washington aa prepared by J. 
H. Saville, of tbe Treaaury Department; pro­
posing an amendment to the Constitution for 
the conaolidation of tbe public debt and pay­
ment of the principal and interest thereof, 
and for the payment of the annual current ex­
penditures of the government; to provide for 
an increase of national bank-notea and for tbe 
organization of national banks without circu­
lation : for three bridges over tbe Big Sioux 
river between Dakota and Iowa; for the re­
moval of the charges of desertion from soldiers 
who agreed to join the enemy to escape from 
southern prisons and who never actually bore 
arms against the United States; for the pur-
shase of the original painting knowa aa the 
first reading of the emancipation proclama­
tion; to equalize newapaper postage; 
for a census of the various Indian tribes. A 
resolution of inquiry into the conduct ot 
Judge Durell. of Louisiana, aad prepare arti­
cles of impeachment against bim if necessary, 
was adopted. The bill repealing that section 
of the army appropriation bill of the 90th of 
March, 1871, which requires the payment to 
Pacific Railroad Companies of one-naif of the 
charges for the transportation of mails and 
government supplier, Ac., occupied tbe re­
mainder of the morning hour. An effort to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill repesling 
tbe iron-clad test oath failed. The concurrent 
resolution for the appointment of a joint com­
mittee of three Senators and six Representa­
tives to inquire into the Louisisna election 
was debated, and the subject was referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Eflocts or the Cold—Lake Chsmplain 
Frozen Over* 

From the Troy Ttanee, Jan. S. 
Lake Champlain at its widest part, 

opposite Burlington, where the width 
is ten miles, is frozen over. This is 
the earliest date at which the broad 
lake has ever been known to freeze 
over. From a table of the dates of the 
freezing over of the lake for fifty-seven 
years past, we find that but four times 
in that period has the lake closed ear­
lier than January 15. The earliest date 
of the closing over of the ice is January 
7, in 1867. The latest time of the 
freezing of the broad lake on record, is 
March 4. Three or four winters in the 
last fifty-eight years, the lake has not 
been closed by ice at all. It has never 
closed in December before within the 
Memory of the oldest inhabitant. The 
average time of closing is the last week 
in January, and the average duration 
of the ice 'is two months. 

A PENNSYLVANIA man came upon a 
drove of five deer a few days ago while 
walking in the woods. He had a ham 
nier iu hia hand, which he threw and 
knocked one of them down, and then 
ran up and captujed it alive dfter 
slight straggle. 

Eucatloa sf Wllfcelwalaa. Wsltass-
Srasty ms4 ftrsn ms also 
Extraordinary Flrmaeaa sf (1te Vic­
tim—The fcaat Toilet. 
Although the 3d of* December last 

was a bitter cold day, from the earliest 
hour in the morning vast crowds of 
people filled the street* of the little 
city of Stade, on the bank of the Elbe 
river, nearly opposite the great North 
German seaport of Hamburg. By nine 
o'clock at least twenty thousand people 
had arrived in Stade, and the police 
had the utmost difficulty in keeping 
order in the surging multitude. The 
occasion which had caused all these 
thousands to flock to Stade was the be­
heading of a woman, refined, attrac­
tive and intelligent. 

Tho name of tbe doomed woman was 
Wilhelmina Woltman, and the career 
of this extraorlinary woman, almost 
from her earliest youth, had been 
marked by the violence of an uncon­
trollable and wicked temper. .When 
at school she had knocked out the eye 
of one of her young companions. A 
few years afterwards she nad become 
the governess of the children of a 
wealthy landed proprietor, who had 
fallen in love with her and made her 
bis mistress. Her lover's, wife, having 
discovered theliason, the girl poisoned 
the poor woman; and there is a grave 
suspicion that she also caused the death 
of her own child. She buried herself 
thereupon for the time in the whirl of 
fashionable dissipation in Hamburg^ 
where her extraordinary beauty at­
tracted numerous admirers. But, be­
coming very reckless, the police 
expelled her from the city, and 
she went to Bnnswick, where an 
officer of the Ducal army fell 
in love with and eventually married 
her. She returned his devotions bv 
poisoning him a short time afterward. 
She next turned up in Hanover, where 
she became acquainted with a mer­
chant named Wachter, who married 
her. Wilhelmina revenged herself 

them. The'^oleraragedatthistimef 
and, in consequence, it remained a se­
cret for years. Wachter soon after be­
came a bankrupt, and deserted his 
wicked wife, who went to Stade and 
married a widower named Woltmann, 
who had two children. These also 
became victims of the murderous pas­
sions ef their stepmother, and tnen 
hor criminal career waa brought to a 
close. She waa arrested, her anteoe 
ents were closely examined into, and 
her victims were exhumed. . Her trial 
took place at Stade on the 2d of Octo­
ber last, .and the result was that she 
was convicted on all charges and sen­
tenced to death. 

Pastor Decker made,[on the morning 
of the day on which she was to be exe­
cuted, a determined effort to move her 
stony heart. The woman was fastened 
to the wall by a chain ten feet long, 
which was attached to her left wrist 
Alter listening to the reverend gentle­
man for two or three minutes,she made 

sudden attack on him, compelling 
him to beat a hasty retreat. Beiffen-
berg, the executioner, saluted his vic­
tim respectfully, ana informed her 
who he was. Even at this trying-mo­
ment her presence of mind .did not 
leave her. " What do you want of 
met" she said to the lieaasman, fixing 
her lustrous eyes inquiringly upon 
him. "I want to 'prepare you 
for the scaffold," he . answered. 
"O," she said, carelessly, "I 
am prepared.*' " Not <juite," he re­
joined. He then unchained her hand, 
and began to cut off her hair. As her 
massive locks fell under the pitiless 
scissors of the executioner, anangiy ex-

Jiression appeared in the eyes of the 
oomed woman, and she became ner­

vous When the headsman was done, 
he went out and returned with a very 
low-necked black muslin dress.' "Now, 
madam," he said to her, "after I have 
gone out, put on this dress, I will re 
urn in fifteen minutes." Wilhelmina 

WolttnNin did as she was told, mid 
when the headsman re-entered her eell, 
she sat moodily on her couoh with her 
shapely shoulders exposed. The heads 
man nMt pinioned hor arms, and put * 
chain around her ankles. Then he 
threw a heavy fur cape over her shoul< 
ders, and the toilet for the scaf­
fold was finished-.. He thereupon, left 
her cell, and the next visitor was the 
warden of the prison, who asked her 
if she wished anythitag:" Only a-gli 
of water," she said, drily. . It was then 
about half-paat 1, and her last moment 
rapidly drawing nigh.. Ten minutes 
afterward the Judges and Clerk of the 
Criminal Court appeared before her, 
and the death-warrant was read to her 
a last time. The President Judge urg­
ed her in feeling words to confess her 
erimes, and make her peace vmh her 
God. She responded by shaking her 
head impatiently. They left bier, and 
then the headsman ana hie assistants 
took her to the scaffold. When she 
appeared in the open air, the biting 
cold caused her to shiver; but she 
bore the glance of the thousands of 
eyes, wfaieh the multitude riveted upon 
her without flinching. 

The scaffold was a ooaise, wooden 
structure, about eight feet in diameter. 
Wilhelmina Woltmann ascended it with 
a firm step, and walked toward the fatal 
blodc in its middle without betraying 
any nervousness. The warden of tbe 
prison asked her if she had anything to 
say. "No, no!" she answered, angrily. 
"Make haste! Make haate!" The 
next moment the two assistants of the 
executioner caused her to kneel in 
front of the block. They took the fur 
cape from her shoulders, and pressea 
her head upon the top of the block, to 
which they fastened it by means of a 
leather strap. She shook convulsively 
for a moment or two, until the 
executioner, who had meanwhile taken 
his Aching axe from a sort of 
scabbard, hastily stepped up-to her. 
He took nis position at the left side of 
the block, lifted up his axe, and struck 
heavily upon the beautiful white neck 
of the woman. He had done hia work 
well, for the head fell down in front of 
the block, while the trunk raised itself 
convulsively, a stream of dark red 
blood apoutuig in the air. The heads­
man ana his assistants sprang to one 
side of the scaffold, in order not to be 
stained by the blood of the murderess. 

The vast crowds of spectators had 
watched this horrible spectacle shud­
dering and in silence, and they did not 
disperse until the head and trunk of 
Wilhelmina Woltmann had been put 
into a eoarse deal coffin and plaeed on 
a wagon, en route for the anatomical 
section at the University of Munich. 

•eteerie Display. 
From all sides continue to come re­

ports of the magpifioent meteoric dis­
play which was witnessed on the night 
of the 28th of November. Father 
Secci counted from his observatory in 
the Collegium Romanum no less than 
14,000 of such meteors within five 
hours. They were most numerous 
about 8 o'clock, when 492 were counted 
in five minutes. Father Deuza claim 
tbat he had counted in Mousaleari, 
Sicily, 80,000 meteors within the space 
of six and a-half hours. He also re­
ports a northern light. 

A roaorrrvL young woman out West, 
the other night, aroused the inmates of the 
hotel to whieh her bridal trip bad led, on 
account of finding a man in her room. 
The trifling circumstance of her marriage 
tbat normng had quite escaped her mem­
ory, atd it was not until summary justioe 
was about to be visited on the offender 
that the happened to reoolleet it, 

All Berts of 
FANCY BHUH-A roll of the eye. 
A YOUNG SHAVKB—A barber's baby. 
THE cost of hollow walls—A holo­

caust. • 
DSTBOIT is going to try to raise her 

own cranberries. 
A BAPTIST church in Ixraisville is o 

be disposed of by lottery. 
How to mil in wealth—Marry a rich 

carriage-maker's daughter. 
THZ man who is equal to himself is 

generally a match for others. 
A BANDY on shore is well enough, 

but a swell on the sea ia sickening-
FOB nearly two months SDOV fall 

every day »t Portage Lake, Michigan.; 
AMKBXCAN wood-working machinery 

is awarded first premiums in Bompe. 
Tn ''swell" open glaaese this sea- -

eon are mounted in smoked peart -
THBBP are no D ŝ of grime on notes 

in California. 
Air eight-year old Savannah girl com­

mitted sbieide. 
THE Mobile Tribune brought, at 

forced sale, f6,S00. 
A THOUSAND Yatdiee girls an in Eu­

ropean schools. 
SAN FGANF eowill- si ass hsrwhirity 

shops on Sunday. 
CHOIBS are not fashionable in New 

York ehurehea. 
COAI. is forty cents a bushel in i— 

portionsof Tenneesee. . . 
Twb Geocgia girls raised 99*000 

worth of cotton last year: 
THE United States raised 299,480̂ 000 

pounds of tobaeoo last year. 
CALIFOBNIA is worth man as a wheat-

growing atate than aa a gold sta te. 
FEKAU teachers receive as large sal- . 

ariee as male teachers in California. 
THE Pacific eoast is expeeted to rain 

mote than 100,000,000 bushels of eu-
plus wheat nest year. 

ONE of tbe Italian ̂ lanaroni recently 
arrived in New York haa pnmfcaaeil a 
valuable farm in Minnesota. 

THB buffalo bonce whieh have been 
found on the plaine will be tamed into 
combs and knife handle*. 

A win drop curtain has ben sag-
bested for theatres. The flame ong* 

: nating on the atage can thus be httd 
in check until the audience ia f~ 
ed. 

AN autograph letter from 
ton to his step-son's preceptor waild 
London for $125. 

LAKE CHUDUH dosed its 
against navigation earlier this i 
than during 58 preceding yeara. 

LAMPBAS county, Texas, 
cold snaps, but the grasshoppers l&rito 
been consuming its wheat for. holiday r 

sport. 
NiKH»x-Enm-II0T»JiAiJ«ai(i 

BONAFABTE, now nearly fli7 years of age, > 
iŝ now heir to tfce phantom . Bonaparte 
throne. 

THB euriopity of a Maine lady waa eo 
great that ahe called on a woman who 
waa dbwn with the small-pox, "jnt to 
see how it looked." 

The following neat toast waa propos­
ed at a recent dinner in New York : 

The ladies—their eyea kindle tbe 
only flame against which there is no in­
surance." 

A OEOBOIA negro waa overpaid FLOO 
on a check by a bank, and he returned: ? 
the money. The local paper says this 
ia another evidence that the race can 
never be civilised. 

THB Methodist confesses to being* 
little astonished to see "how patron­
ising the new school of soeptieal adeaee 
is to the Almighty." 

IT is said that the murderera of Mrs. 
Alger, who was killed near Calamus, 
Clinton eounty, a few.monthsainee, 
have been arrested in San Franeieeo, 
( h i  T h e y ^ M C ^ J i a t t o n  

ZINC is used very luluusiisly as a 
roof covering in France, "Pelgiam, and: 
Germany. The are* of roofs aanalty 
covered with this material is from 40,-
000,000 to 50,000,000 square feet 

A KAtroBTr boy plaeed a soman can­
dle the taperSvin the Christmas , 
deoorations of a Paris, Ky., chunk 
When the candles were lighted then-' 
was a stir in the congregation. 

FOB forty yean ihe deure to hang , 
himself from .the won at the top of , 
the spire grew upon the bell-ringer of 
Brixfegg Church, in the ̂ rrol, and a-
abort time age it became irresistible, 
and heswung oft, 

A NEW YOBX nabob sent his affianced 
a grand piano  ̂ an lhdia almwL two 
complete acta of diamonda, six ran 
pain of Parisian gloves, a roll of vel­
vet, and a box for the Charity Ball, on 
C h r i s t m s s .  • • • # • • •  

ABDIAL gentleman standing over a 
register in a Cincinnati ston athaoted 
general attention to himself by ob­
serving to his wife, "Mstiat̂  I gnen 
I'm sgoin' to have a fever, T fed sneh 
hot streaks a-runnin' up my legs." _ 

A CATTLE disease haa appealed in 
western Ohio, whieh proves fatal in a 
very tow minutes. One manhnwat 
eleven head. The disease takes the -
form of spasms. Stock nan seeaa to 
think that the disease will beoome epi­
demic, as it;ia spreading rapidly in the 
neighborhood. 

AN old German, while on his way 
from Indianapolia to Lafayette, fame 
his nose. While thawing the frost oat 
of that very necessary member-he re­
marked : "By tam! I no understand 
dia ting. I haf carry dat noee forty 
veers and he never freesed hianlf be­
fore!" 

Tmsia how a New London inebriate, 
astride a hydrant Saturday night, ex­
plained hia condition: " Them plea 
I hie), them d—d pits." "Whatpiae!" 
waaaaked. "Mincepiee (hie),*nere­
torted. "Cider put in 'em (hie) with­
out my knowledge (hie), aintdrinked 
anything before (hie) fair a fortnight. 

A CUM MEBCHAMT meeting one of hia 
own fraternity whoee poqy might be 
considered a beautiful of 
equine skeleton, renonetrated with 
tbe owner, and aaked him if he ever 
fed him. "Ever fed himt thatfs a 
ood 'un," was the reply; "he'a got a 
mahel and a half of oats at home now, 

only he ain't got any time to cat 'ess." 
THB MOSCOW Gaaette reporta the ap­

pointment of General von Todleben, 
the defender ot Sebasiopdl, to the 
Governorship of New Bussia, in the 
place of General von ^Kotaebue, who 
allowed i the Jewa to be persecuted, to 
be imminent. Major General Soverell 
will auoeeed General Todleben as aid 
de camp general to hia majesty. 

A IIOTIIE OIBL waa sent to the pas-
tnre to drive home tbe cow. While 
thus engaged, she treated herself to 
elimbing in unnecessary fence, from 
which she fell, andwaaaeverelyaeraleh-
ed and bruised. On returning hosse, 
she waa asked if ahe cried when ehe 
fell. "Why, no," ahe replied; " what 
would have been the use I Then waa 
nobody to hear me I" 

A THERAPEUTIC novelty at I/edos, 
where it has been reeeatly traasplsated, 
from the continent, is hot-und hatha. It 
seems tbat while soap and water will i 
the necessities of the strange i * " 
aggravated eases a no leaa_ pa 
agent than sand is found ef&eadona 
pretence is however, that the .baths are 
good for rheumatism and affections of the" 
kidneys, aad it is claimed that they da 
aot suppress perspiration like hot waler^ 
nor interim vHk laifiiatipn wsa ataw* -

». yii'WTswr-iiaBimsssmaama^i^ mm 


