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And, actually, tears stood in her eyes,
as again she held out both hands. They
were the only people in the parlor, and
in an instant, with quick, sudden, irre-
sistible action, he had clasped and
drawn her to his breast, and though she
hid her face and struggled, passionate
kisses were printed on her disheveled
hair. It was the first time he had
dared.

And then he did not sail Saturday.
Prime, Sr., was held by most important

business. Thev gave un the Saturdav
vunarder and took the midweek White

8Btar, and those four additional days
riveted poor “Gov's” chains and left
her well-nigh breathless with excite-
ment. The strain had been intense., It
was all she could do to make the boy
try to behave in a rational way in the
presence of others. When alone with
her he raved. A fearful load was lift-
ed from her spare little shoulders when
the Teutonic salled. Even Nita had
worried and had seen her sister’s worry.
Then no sooner did “Gov” reach Europe
than he began writing impaasioned lét-
ters by every steamer, but that wasn't
#0 bad. Bhe had several magculine cor-
respondenta, some of whom wrote &b
often as Frank, but none of whom, %
do her justice, got letters as often as
he did, which, however, was saying
little, for she hated writing. *“Gov”
was to have stayed abroad three
months, piloting the pater and sister
about the scenes so familiar to him,
but they saw how nervous and un-
happy he was. They knew he was writ-
ing constantly to some one. Mildred
had long since divined that there was a

-girl at the bottom of it all, and longed

and strove to find out who she was.
Through the last of June and all
through July he resolutely stood to his
promise and did his best to be loving

“Would pou like to go to ber at once?”

and brotherly to & loving and devoted
sister and dutiful to a most indulgent
father. But he grew white and worn
and haggard, he who bad been such a
picture of rugged health, and, in her
utter innocence and igmorance as to
the being on whom her brother had
lavished the wealth of his love, Mildred
began to ask herself should she not
urge her father to let “Gov” return to
America. At last one sweet July even-
ing, late in the month, the brother and
sister were wandering along the lgvely
shore of Lucerne. He had been un-
usually fitful, restless and moody all
day. No letter had reached him in over
& fortnight, and he was miserably un-
happy. They stopped at a grassy bank
that ran down to the rippling water’s
edge, and she seated herself on a atone
Jedge, while in reckiess abandonment
he threw himaelf at full length on the
dewy grasa. Instantly the last doubt
vanished. Bending over him, her soft
band caresaing his balr, she whispered:
“‘Gov,” dear boy, 1s it 80 very hard?
‘Would you like to go to ber at once?”

And the boy buried his face in her
lap, twined his arms about her slender
waist, and almost grosned aloud as he
answered: “For pity’s sake help me it
you can, Mildred, I'm almost mad.”

Early in August the swiftest steamer
of the line was splitting the Atlantic
surge and driving heard for home, with
“Gov” cursing her for a canal boat. The
day after he reached New York he had
traced and followed the White Sisters to
West Point, and M t Garrison
stared in mingled delight, triumph and
dismay at the card in her hand; de-
light that she could show these exclu-
sive Painters that the heir to ome of
the oldest and best names in Gotham’'s
Four Hundred was a slave to her beck
and call, dismayed to think of the scene

that might occur through his jealousy

ange county, yet who could report any-
thing of her beyond that she was a uni-
versal favorite,and danced, walked, pos-
sibly flirted with a dosen different cav-
aliers every day of her life. There were
some few people among her accusers,

demure and most proper—even prudish
—women, of whom, were the truth to
be told, so little could not be said.

“Gov” Prime took the only kind of
woom 10 be had in the house, so full was
f4—a little seven by ten box om the
office

glancing back over her shoulder auu
smiling sweetly at him. He rushed to
his trunk, dragged out his evening
clcthes and stood at the wall looking
on until the last note of the last dance
—he, a noted German leader in the
younger set and the best dancer of his
years in Gotham. Not so much as a
single spin had he, and he longed to
show those tight-waisted, button-be-
strewed fellows in gray and white how
little they really knew about dancing,
well as many of them appeared on the
floor. His reward was tendered as the
hop broke up. She came gliding to him
with such witchery in her upraised face.
“Now, sir, it is your turn. I couldn’t
give you a dance, for my card was made
out days ago, but Mr. Latrobe was glad
enough to get rid of taking me home.
He is daft about Nita, and of course
she can't let him take her to more than
one hop a week. Mr. Stanton is her
escort to-night.”

Then she placed her little hand on
his arm, and drew herself to his side,
and when he would have followed the
others, going straight across the broad
plain to the lights at the hotel, turned
him to the Jeft. “I'm going to take you
all the way round, air,” she said, joy-
ously. “Then we can be by ourselves
at least.ten minutes longer.”

And s0 began the second perioa or
Gouverneur Prime’s thralldom. A
young civilian at the Point has few
opportunities at any time, but when
the lady of his love is a belle in the
corps, he would much better take a
long ocean voyage than be where he
could hear and see, and live in daily
torment., One comfort came to him

when he could not be with Mrs. Gar-.

rison (who naively explained that
“Gov” was such a dear boy and they
were such stanch friends, real com-
rades, you know). He had early made
the acquaintance of Pat Latrobe, and
there was a bond of sympathy between
them which was none the less strong
because, on Prime’s side, it could neith-
er be admitted nor alluded to—that

. | they were desperately in love with the

sisters, and it was not long before it
began to dawn on Prime that pretty
Nita was playing a double game—that
even while assuring her gpardian sister
that she had only a mild interest in
Latrobe, she was really losing or had
lost her heart to him, and in every way
in her power was striving to conceal
the fact from Margaret, and yet meet
her lover at hours when she thought it
possible to do so without discovery.
As the friendship strengthened be-
tween himself and Latrobe they began
using him as Cupid’s postman, and
many little notes and some big ones
found their way to and from the Fourth
division of cadet barracks. Mrs. Frank
was only moderately kind to her civil-
ian adorer then, granting him only one
dance at each hop, and going much
with other men, but that dance was
worth seeing. Prime’s was the only
black “claw-hammer” in the room, and
therefore conspicuous, and cadets—who
know a good thing when they see it—
and many a pretty girl partner would
draw aside to watch the perfection of
their step and the exquisite ease with
which they seemed to float through
space, circling and reversing and wind-
ing among the other dancers, he ever
alert, watchful, quick as &' cat and
lithe and strong as a panther—she all
yielding, lissome, airy grace. That dance
was “Gov” Prime’s reward, and almost
only reward, for hours of impatient
waiting. Other women, charming and
pretty and better women, would - glad-
ly have been his partners. Some two
or three whom he met at the hotel even
intimated as much. But not until Lady
Garrison told him he must—to protect
her from scandal—did he ask another
to dance. At last came the end of the
summer’s encampment, the return of
the corps to barracks and studies, one
blissful week in which he was enabled
to spend several uninterrupted hours

each day at ber side, and then a'

ocataclysm. A letter intended only for
Nita’s hands fell into those of her sis-
ter. It was bulky. It was from La-
trobe. Bhe hesitated only & moment,
then, with determination in her eyes,
opened and read—all. Two days after
Nita was whisked away to New York,
and within another week, leaving two
most disconsolate swains on the Hud-
son, the sisters, one of them bathed in
tears, went spinning away to the west,
where Frank Garrison was on duty at
department headquarters. Prime was
permitied to write once a fortnight (be
sent a volume), and Latrobe forbidden,

fond love and promising utter con-
stancy though she had to wait for him
for years. For a month Nita would
bardly speak to her sister, but in Oc-
tober there were lovely drives, picnics

mustache and distinguished bearing,
and that air of conscious success and

tion. In December there was an an-
| nouncement that called forth a séore
of congratulations around headquar-
ters, and in January the wedding cards
went all over the union—some to West
Point, but to Latrobe, who had been
looking ill and anxious for six weeks,
said his classmates, and falling off fear-
fully in his studies, said his professors,
only a brief note inclosing his letters
and begging for hers. At reveille next
morning there was no captain to re-
ceive the report of roll call from' the

Latrobe?” sleepily asked the officer of
the day of the cadet first lieutenant.
“I dn’ know,” was the answer, and
to the amaze of Latrobe’s roommate,
who had gone to bed and to sleep right
after taps the night before, they found
evidence that “Pat” had left the post.
He had not even made down his bed-
ding. His cadet uniforms were all
there, but a suit of civilian clothes,
usually in a snug package up the chim-
ney, that had been used several times
“running it” to the hotel after taps in
August, was now, like its owner, miss-
ing. After three days’ waiting and
fruitless search, the superintendent
wired Latrobe’s uncle ané best friend,
old Gen. Drayton, and that was the last
seen or heard of “Pat.” In the spring
and ahead of time his class was grad-
uated without him, for the war with
Spain was on. In the spring an irate
and long-tried father was upbraiding
another only son for persistent failures
at college. *‘Gov’ Prime will get the
sack, not the sheepskin,” prophesied
his fellows. And then somehow, some-
where the father heard it was a mar-
ried woman with whom his boy.was
s0 deeply in love, and there were bit-
ter, bitter words on both sides—so0 bit-
ter that when-at last he flung himself
out of his father's study “Gov” Prime

lently kissed her and walked out of

the war and was gone to San Fran-
eisco with his regimeat with the pros-

pect of service in the Philippines ahead
of him, but that was full four months
after his disappearance. Thither, late
in July, the-father followed, bringing

Mildred with him and—the reader |9

knows the rest.

CHAPTER X.

One of Col. Frost’s consuming ambi-
tions was to be the head of his depart-
ment, with the rank of brigadier gen-
eral, but he had strong rivals and knew
it. Wealth he had in abundance. It
was rank and power that he craved.
Four men—all with better war records
and more experience—stood between

first sergeant of company B. “Where’s |

went straight to Mildred’s room; si-

the house. This was in April. ..The |Bailroad
pvext heard of him he had enlisted for | e

him and that coveted star, and two of | tain and

the four were popular and beloved men.
Frost was cold, selfish, intensely self-
willed, indomitably persevering, and

though *“close-fisted,” to the scale of a | gp,

Scotch landlord as a rule, he would
loose his purse strings and pay well
for services he considered essential.
When Frost had a consuming desire he
let no money consideration stend in the
way, -and for Nita Terriss he stood
ready to spend a small fortune. Every-
body knew Mrs, Frank Garrison could
never dress and adorn herself as she

did on poor Frank Garrison’s pay, and | gcroes said

when she appeared with a dazzling
necklace and a superb new gown at

honeymoon, people looked at her and
then at each other. Nita Terriss was
sold to “Jack” Frost, was the verdict,
and her shrewd elder sister was the
dealer. Mrs. Frank knew what people
were thinking and saying just as well
as though they had said it to her, yet
smiled swgetness and bliss on every
side. Frankly she looked up into the
faces of her sisters in arms: “I know
you like my necklace. Isn’t it lovely?
Col. Frost's wedding present, you
koow. He said I shouldn’t give Nita
away ‘without some recompense, and
this is it.” : :

But that could have been only a part
of it, said the garrisun. An hoporar-
jum in solid casb, it was beligved, was
far the greater portion of the eonsider-
ation which the elder ‘sister ‘aeeepted
for having wuccessfully borse; Nits
away from ' the :dangers and: fascins~
tions of the wb—hﬂh‘ z Mt;:
her, drooping languid, against
advance of good looking soldier lads
st headquarters, and finally having, by
dint of hours of srgument, persuasion
and skill, delivered ber into the arms
of the elderly but well preserved groom.
All he demanded to' kmow was that
she was fancy free—that there was no

vious attachment, and on this point
m. Frank had solemnly averred there
was none. The child had had a foolish
fancy for s cadet beau, but it amount-
ed to absolutely mothing. There had
been no vows, no pledge, no promise
of any kind, and she was actually free

as air. Bo Frost was satiefled. .
To be Continued.
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Story of a Slave.

To be bound hand and foot for years
by the chains of disease is the worst
form of slavery. George D. Williams,
of Manchester, Mich., tells how such
a slave was made free. He says: ‘‘My
wife has beep so belpless for five

that she could not turn over in
alone. After using two bottles

of Electric Bitters, she is wonderfully
improved and able to do her own
work.” This supreme for
female diseases quickly cures nervous-
ness, sleeplessness, melancholy, head-
| backache, fainting and dizzy

1s. This miracle working medi-

ne is a godserd to weak. sie{ly, ran

down le. Every bottle guaran-
teed. "8'-'3: cents. Sold by K. O.
Wold, druggist.

—_———————

Austin Steam Laundry.

- Purontuhbon‘e Iugtgﬂm‘l&g
ave your lauvndry work done a
Austin Steam Laundry
style of the art. No ; ;
Laundry delivered free of charge.

Give us a trial.

T. M. BurNRAXM, Propristor.
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