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sed by legislature. Miss Portia Van
rock introduced into story. . ..

""He was no more than fashionably
late at the Van Brock house, and for-
tunately he was able to reckon him-
self among the chosen few for whom
Misy Portia's door swung on hos-
pitable hinges at all hours. Lor-
ing - had known her in Wash-
ington, and he had stood sponsor for
Kegt in the first week of the exile’s
residence at the capital. Thereafter
she had taken Kent up on his own ac-
couat, and by now he was deep in
her debt. For one thing, she had set
the fashion in the matter of legisla-
tive receptions—her detractors, know-
ing nothing whatever about it, hinted
thg* she had been an amateur social
lob)yist in Washington, playing the
game for the pure zest of it—and at
these functions Kent had learned many
things pertinent to his purpose as
watch-dog for the railroad company,
and légal advisor ‘to his chief—things
not named@ openly oa the floor of the
house or the senate chamber.
| There was a crush in the amp‘le
mansion in Alameda Square, as there
always was at Miss Van Brock’s ‘“‘open
evenings,” ‘and when Kent came down;
from the cloak-room 'he had to inch
his way by littles . .through - the
crowded reception-parlors in the search
for the Brentwood party. It wgs un-
successful at first; but later, .catching
a glfmpserof ‘Elinor at the piane,*and’
another 6f Penelops inducting an up-
coun legislator into the mysteries
of social small-talk, he breathed freer.
Hls _haphazard guess had hit
nmrk and the finding of Ormsby was !
now.:only. a -question of moments.

"
told him where to look for the club-
n—though not at his first asking:

' Loring had told him Miss Van
Brock’s story. She was southern born,

the only child of a somewhat ill-con- ;

sidered match between a young Cali-
fornia lawyer; wire-pulling in the na-
tional capital in the jinterest of the
Central Pacific railroad, and a Vire
ginia belle ‘tasting the delights of her
first winter in Washington.

m days when town ¢

1 “«“You found ‘him?” queried the hos-

It was'Miss.Van Brock, herself, ‘who |

five or six other tobacco ﬁisenthrones
What do you want of him?"” °

“l want to say two words in  his
after. which .I. ghall vanish and
meﬁe room for my betters "

Miss Van Brock was gazing eteed-
fastly at the l;peuloned tece lighted
by’ the piano ¢andles. *

- “Ig it about Miss BrefitWosd?" she
asked abruptly.

“In & way—yes,” he confessed. -

‘She rose and stood beside him—a
bewitching figure of a woman "who
knew: her part in the humﬂucomedy

|.and’ played it well.  ::%.
“Is it wise, David?” ehe asked sott-.

-¢I'am not denying the" possibiTf: -
tles you might come between them
if you should try—I'm rather afraid
you could, ‘But you muetnt you
know; it's too late. You've marred

her, between you; or re.ther that con- |

vention, which; makes a 'woman deaf,

blind and dumb until a ¥gan:has fairly |

committed himself, has marred: her.
For your sake- ehe can nevér be quite
all ‘she ought to be.to him: for his
saké ¥h
to you.”

He drew apert trom her, trownlng

“If 1 should say that I don’t fully
understand what you mean?” he re-
joined.

“I should retort by nylng -some-
thing extremely « uncomplimentary
about your Taeck:'of perSpicacity,” she
cut in maliciously.

“I beg pardon,” he said, a little
stifly.  “You are laboring nnder an
entirely wrong impression. * What I
have to say to Mr. Brookes.Ormsby
does not remotely -con¢ern-the “matter
you touch upon. It’s an affair of the
stock exchange.”

Miss Van Brock let him go at that,
but now the way to the smoking«den
on the floor above was hedged up.
He did battle with the polite require-
ments, as a man must; shaking hands
or exchanging a word with:one and an-
other of the obstructors only:as he
had to. ‘None the less, when he had
finally wrought his way to the smok-

-ing-room Ormsby had eluded him
-again,

He went back to the parlors, won-

-dering how he had missed the club-
‘mian.

"In ¥He middle room of the Suite
he found Portia chatting with @ars-
ton, the 'lieutenant-governor; and a
young woman in the smartest of re-
ception. gowns had succeeded to  Eli-
nor's place at the piano. 3o
tess, excusing herself to the tall, sat-
urnine man who had shared the hon-

the | OTS at the head of the people’s party
, ticket with Jasper G. Bucks.

“No,” said” Kent.
hlm"" s
Why, yes; they- all came to take
leave - just a few moments after you

‘““Have you seen

 yes; I have, it now.
'teﬂldg e that you. were lnterested'
1in HD\IBQ’BIH .'l‘wenty- |

e-could never be quite the Sammé-

! horse

| identify in the throng.

“You will have your pound of tlesh’
entire, won’t: you The stock is hers,
and her. mother’s and sister’s.
Ormsby to persuade ‘them
They’ll listen to him.
the all.”’

“Of course!”™ she said airily.-

to  sell.
That is.all; all

“How

| simple of me not to have been able to

add it up without your help. 1 saw the
quotation in the evening paper; and I |
know, better, perhaps, than .you ‘do,:
the need for haste. Must you go now?"”
She had taken his arm and was edg-
ing fiim ‘through the press im the par-’
lors toward the entrance hall. .
“You. heven’t peld me yet," he ob-+
Jected.” 3
“No; I'm trying to retnember. Oh,
Wasn't ;some one’

e?”.
They. hed reached the: dlmly llghted

| #ront vestibule, and her hand was etlll

on his arm. . T
©“F was® lntereeted ln it,” he :dmltted
correcting the present
| tense.

“But after it went to the house com-:

‘mittee on' judiciary you 1éft i€ to more |

skillful, or perhdps we'd better sey, (0
less ecrupuloue hands?”
“I believe you are a witch.-
anything you don’t know?”*
Shie’ turned, from. hlm and spoke to
the footman at the door.’

ls" ﬂ)ere

“Thomas, fetch Mr. Kent’s coat and.
hat from the : dreeslng—room ”  And.
then to Kent, in the tone she might
have used in telling him of the latest
breeziness’of-the: mémber from itite-Rio
Blanco: “I remember now what it
was that I wanted to tell you. ' While
you have been trying to find Mr. Orms-
by, the committee on. judiciary has
been reporting the long-lost House Bﬂl
Twenty-nine. If you hurry you may
be in time to see it passed—it will
doubtless go through without any tire-
some debafe."But you- will' : hardiy?
have time to obstruct it by arousing
public sentiment through the news-
papers.”

He snatched coat and hat from the
waiting Thomas and was running like
a madman for the nearest cab-stand.

CHAPTER VIIL
THE SENTIMENTALISTS.

Kent's time from Alameda Square to
the c¢apitol was- the quickest
a flogged. cab-horse could make,
but he might have spared the
and saved the double
fee. On the broad steps of the south
poréico he, uprushing three at a bound,

-| met_the advance guard of the gallery

contingent, down-coming. The house
had adjourned. :

“Oné minute,. Harnwicke!” he
gasped, falling upon the first member
of the corporations’ lobby he could
“What's been | .
done?"

‘ “They’ve taken a fall out of, us,”
was the. brusk reply. ‘“House - Bill
Twenty-nine was reported by the
committee on judiciary: and rushed
through after you left. . Somebody en-
gineered it to the paring of a finger-
nail:  bare quorum to_ act; membeérs

| who might have filibustered weeded ,

out, on one pretext or another, to a
man; pages all excused, and nobody

left mé. I thought of telling Mr. Orms- | pere with the privilege of the floor.

shut e off so snippily—-""

“Miss Van Brock! What have you '
done? I must go at once.”

“Really" I am complimented. But
if you must, you must, I suppose. I
had something to tell you—something
of importance; but I can’'t remember
what it was now. I can never remem-

Later, the young lawyer’s state, or ; per things in the hurry of leave-tak-
ings.”

his employers, had sent him to con-
gress; and Partia, left motherless in
her middle childhood, had grown up in
an atmosphere of statecraft, or what
passes for such, in an era of frank
commercialism. Inheriting her moth-
er’s rare beauty of face and form, and
uniting | with it ‘the sympathetic gift
in ‘grasp of detall political and other,
she soon became her father’s confi-
dante and loya! partisan, taking the
‘ place, 'as a daughter might, of the
ambitious yourg wife and mother,

who- had set her heart on seeing the |
Van Brock name 6n the roll of the

United States senate,

Rensselaer Van Brock had died be-:

iT0re-thé senatorial dream.couia pe re=
jalized, but not before he had made a
isufficient number of lucky investments

leave his daughter the arbitress’of
her own future. What ‘that future
should be, not even Loring could
iguess. Since her father’s death Miss
}Van Brock had been a citizen of the
world. With a widowed aunt for the
shadowiest of chaperons, she had drift-
ed with the tide of inclination, coming
ifinally to rest in the western capital
for no better reason, perhaps, than that
some portion of her interest-bearing
wecurities were emblazoned with the
great seal of this, particular western

A ltete.

Kent was thinking of Loring’s. re-
!eounm as he stood lobking down'on

“YOU MISJUDGE ME!" HE PROTEST-
ED, “MY ERRAND IS PURELY'
\CHARITABLE." g

Ag we have intimated, Kent ' had
hitherto found Miss Portia’s con-
fidences ‘exceedingly helpful in a busi-
ness way ‘and he -hesitated.

“Tell,

| by you were looking for him, but You 1t was as neat a piece of gag-work as

{ I ever hope to see if I live to be a
hundred.”. -

Kent faced about and joined the
townward dispersal with his inform-
ant.

They. parted at the entrance to the
Camelot club, and Kent went two
squares farther on to the Wellington.
Ormsby had not yet returned, and
Kent went to the telephone and called.
up the Brentwood apartments. It was
Pénelope that answered. ’

“Well, I think you owe it,” she be-'
gan, as soon as he had given his name.
“What did J do at .Miss Van Brock's
te make you cut me dead?”

‘“Why, nothing at all,-I’'m sure. .I—
I was looking for Mr. Ormsby, and—"

“Not when I saw you,” she broke in
‘flippantly. “You were handing - Miss
Portia an ice. ~ Are you still looking
for Mr. Ormsby?”

“l am—just that. Is he wlth you?”

“No; he lert here about 20 minutes
380.”

Kent hung up the receiver, and
when "he was asking a second . time
at the clerk’s desk for the missing
man, Ormsby came in to answer for
himself. Whereupon the ecrisis was
outlined to him in brief phrase, and
he rose to the occasion, though not
without a grimace.: . .

“P'm not sure just how well you
know Mrs. Hepzibah Brentwood,” he
demurred; “but it will be quite like
her to balk. Don’t you think you’d
better go along?  You are the com-
pany’s attorney, and your opinion
ought to carry some weight.”

* David Kent thought not; but a cau-

tious diplomatist, having got the idea
weld ‘back: into the back'part of his

| the rather embarrassed third of a si-

I want |

to the “pasti

‘| opposition.

pang ot 1
ereupon David Kent tound\himeelt

lent trio gathered about the embere
of the sitting-room ‘fire,

“Is it to be a Quaker meetlng""
‘asked Penelope, sweetly, when the si-
lenee had grown awe-inspiring,

Kent laughed for pure joy at the
breaking of the spell. .

“One would think we had come to
drag you all off to jail, Ormsby and I,”
he said; and then he went on to ex-
plain. “It's about your Western Pa-
eific stock, you know. To-day's quota-
tions put it a point and a half ghove
your purchase price, and we've come

‘| to persuade you to unload, prouto, as

the member from the Rio Blanco would
lﬂy."

“Is that all?” said Penelope, stifling
a yawn. “Then I'm not in it: I’'m an

' “You haven't told all ot lt‘: what
‘| ing for the first time since her greeting.
of Kent,

He briefed the story of House Bill
Twenty-nine for her polnting out the
probabilities.

precise .effect will ‘be,” -he . qualified.’
“But in my opinion it is very. likely to
be destructive of dividends. Skipping
the dry details, the new law, which is
equitable enough on its own face, can
be made an engine of extortion in
the hands of those who administer
it. In fact, I "happen to Kknow
that it was designed and carried
.through for that very purpose.”

She smiled.

“I have understood you were in the
Are you speaking politi-
cally?” . :

“I am stating the plain fact,” said
Kent, nettled a little by her coolness.
“Decadent Rome never lifted a baser
set of demagogues into office than we
have -here- in this- state atithe pres-
ent moment.”

He spoke warmly, and ehe liked him
best ‘when he put her on the footing
of an equal antagonist.

“I can’t agree with your inference,”
ghe objected. “As a people we are
neither obsequious nor stupid.”

“Perhaps not. But it is one of the
failures of a popular government that
an honest majority may be controlled
and directed by.a small minority of
shrewd. rascals. That is exactly -what~
has happened in the passage of this
bill. ' I venture to say that not one

‘man in the ten who voted for it had
'the faintest suspicion that it was a

‘graft’.’”

“If that be true, what chances ther2
are for men with the gift of true lead-
ership and a love of pure justice in
their hearts!” she ‘said half-absently;
and he started forward and said: “I
‘beg pardon?” -

She let the blue-gray. eyes meet his

and there was a passing shadow of
disappointment in them.
* “I ought to beg yours. I'm afraid
I was thinking aloud. But it is one
of my dreams. - If I were a man I
should go into politics.”

“To purify them?”

“To do my part in trying. The
great heart of the people is honest
and well-meaning:.I think we all ad-
mit that. And there is intelligence,’
too. But human nature is the same as
it used to be when they set up a man’
who could and called him a king. Gen-
tle or simple, it must be led.”

“There is no lack of leadership, such
as it is,” he hazarded.

+ “No; but there seems to be a pitjful
lack of the right kind: men who will
put self-seeking and unworthy ambi-
tion aside and lift the standard of jus-
tice and right-doing for its own sake.
Are there any such men nowadays?”

“I don’t know,” he rejoined grave-
ly. “Sometimes I'm tempted to doubt
it. It is a frantic scramble for place
and power for the 'most part. The
kind of man you have in ,jmind isn't
in it, shuns it as he would a plague
spot ”

She contradicted him firmly.

“No, the kind of a man I have in
.mind wouldn’t shun it; he- would take
hold with his hands and try to make

‘| things better; he would put the sel-

fish temptations under foot and give
the people a leader worth following—
be the real mind and hand of the
well-meaning majority.”

Kent shook his head slowly.

“Not unless a motive stronger than
the abstraction which we call patriot-
ism.”

“ dom't understand, "she said; mean-
ing, rather, that she refused to under-
stand.

“] mean that such a man, however
exalted his views might be, would have
to have an object more personal to
him than the mere dutiful promptings
of patriotism to make him do his

"But that would ' be self-seeking
again.”

“Not necessarily in the narrow
sense. The old knightly chivairy was
8 beautiful thing in‘its way, and it

infant.” And she ‘rose and went to ]
‘th *

has happened?” queriéd Elinor, speak- |-

“Of eourse, no one een tell what the .

for me, ‘in a certain sense. You semt

me out in to the world, and somehow
I feel as if I.had disappointed you.” '

“‘But  what went ‘ye out for to'
see?” ” 'she quoted softly. ;

“I "'know,” "he nodded, sitting down
again. “You thought you ‘were aroug
ing a worthy ambition, but it was only
avarice that was quickened. ' I've been:
trying to be a money-getter.” ' !

“You can’ be something va.stly bet-
ter.”

“No, I'm afraid not; it is too lete.”

Again the piano-mellowed silence
supervened, and-Kent put his elbows
on his knees and his face in his hands,
being ‘very miserable.- -He believed
now what he had been slow to credit

| Iowa Central R'

“YOU CAN BE SOMETHING VASTLY
BETTER."

before: that he had it in him to hew
his way to the erd of the line if only
the motivé were strong enough to call’
out all the reserves of battle-might
and courage. That motive she alone,
of all the women in the world, might
have supplied, he told himself in keen
self-pity. With her love to arm him,
her clear-eyed faith to inspire him

o1 s __He sat_up straight and

To be\ Continued.
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SUMMONDS.

STATE OF MINNESOTA,
County of Mower

In Distriet Court, Tenth Judicial District.

Bessie V. Malone, Plaintiff against James A,
Malone, Daefendant—Sammons,

The state of Minnesota, to the above named
defendant:

You are hereby summoned and required to
apswer the complaint of the Plaintiff in the
above entitled action, which complaint has been
filed in the office of the Clerk ofp said District
Court, at the city of Austin, County of
Mower, and State of Minnesota, and to serve a

gy of your answer to said complaint on the

ribers, at their office, in the City of Aus-
tin, in the said County of Mower, within thirty
days after the service of this summons u
you, exclusive of the day of such -service; ango if
you fail to answer the said complaint wnhm the
ume aforesaid, the plaintiff in this action will
iply to the court for the relief demanded in
d complaint.
Dated NovemHBer 28, A. D. 1904,

SHEPHERD & CATHERWOOD,
Plaintiff’s attorneys, Austin, Minn,

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Rooms, Compomnenﬁe, Library and Music
Room, -with the largest Dining Car in the
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Car, ¢ Special Baggage Car. Tickets

clude all expenses everywhere,

Special Tours of Mexico and California via
the Illinois Central and New Orleans under the
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Chiu&o Frldey. Jan, 20 and Feb. 10, for Mexico

alifornia, and Friday March 8, for Cali-
fornia; this last to lnolnde a stop-over at New
Orleans for the Mardi G Entire trips made
in special private vestibule trains of 8L
t.ri.m' wltlpll:ani ng car ;e:ilfe Fascinat-
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heed was not to be denied.
“Of course, you'll. come. You' are

gave an uplift to-an age which would’
have been frankly brutal without it:
1 yet it had its well-gpring in what ap-

her. Other women were younger—
and with features more conventionally ',
 beautiful; Kent could find a round

me,” he begged.
“No, 1+ can’t remember it: T doubt

u III'I'IOI. W. M.

" dozen {‘'within'"easy eye-reach, to say-
lloth:lng of the calm-eyed, queenly im- |
s mvhltrlee at the: plano—his constant
standard of all womanly charm and

. grace. . Unconsciously he fell to com-~

perlnx the two, his hostess and his
love, and 'was brought back to things
preeent by a sharp reminder from

i ‘»‘lStop looking at Miss Brentwood
that way, Mr. David. She 18 not for
ou; and you are keeping me walt-

o

1t 1 shall ever remember it unless you
can remind me’ by ‘telling: me why you
are go deeperetely anxious to find Mr.
Ormsby.” .

“I wonder- ﬂ\m hold everybody up
like ‘this,” Ne laughed.  “But I _don’t
niind * telling you. Western Pacific
preferred has gone up to 58%.” -

“And Mr. Ormsby has some to sell?
I wish I had. Do you know what I'd
do?” She drew:closer and laid a hand
on his arm. “I'd sell—by wire—to-
night; at least, I'd make sure that my
telegram 'would be the first thing my

just the man I'll need to. beek me up.
I sha’n’t. . shirk; ,l'll “take the mother
‘into. the library sand bmk the . ice,
while you : are lqueringr things - with
the : young: .women. ' Penelope” won’t
 care the snap of her pn:er either way;’
but Elinor has some notions that you
are fitter to ‘cope“with thén I am,
After if you can give me a lift with
Mrs. Hepzibah, I'll call you in. . Come.
ﬁg' it’s getting pretty lete to go visit-

‘Kent yielded reluctnntly, and they
took a car for the sake of speed. -

peals to us now’as being a rather fan-
tastic sentiment.”
. “And we are not‘eentlmentelleu‘t"‘
.she suggested.

“No; and it's. the worse for us in
some reepect& You will not find your.

with  somewhat of the old knightly
.apirit in him. And I'll go further and
sy that when you do find him.he
will be at heart the champion of the
woman he loves rather than that of e
t | political constituency.”

ideal polifician until you find a man |

Jomx H, Aunneol.
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