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Satita _(g}au'z Is

8y ELDON PATTERSON

ust as truly as lova is, Santa Claus is.
Santa Claus is a personified senti-
ment — he is a reality.

We speak and learn and teach of a God
whom the world has never seen except in
Christ Jesus, yet His existence is manifest
In everything. He is a reality.

Santa Claus need not exist in physica
form to ba comprehensible—his spirit is
endowed and devolved u millions of
willing personifiers, who in the spirit in
which old Santa himself would shower
blessings, shower them for him.

Itisn't a lie to tell the children Santa is ||

coming; it isn't even a “white” lie—

Santa Claus IS coming!

He may be the father, mother, brother or
a stranger, but the sentiment of Santa
Claus is upon him. He IS Saau. Claus.

Hets the expression of that %hich other«
wise would indeed be a myth or cease ta
exist: He is the action of a world-old
thought: He is the B‘hyuul componend
of Love, Charity and Pity.

Santa Claus is Love made tangible.

He is not one, but many, and it takes all
the flesh and blood Santa Clauses of al! the
world combined to make the one big Santa
Claus whom the children know and wor-
ship and whom we symbolize in great furs
—the wondrous figure whose great, kindly
face with its never waning smile invites the
confidence of the universe.

Santa Claus IS. . ;

His visible form is generosity and kind-
ness.

You @fan see him giving the newsboy a

uarter for a penny paper.
b You can see him, g:roogo-liko though it
may seem, helping here and there;

Oyr, and this is nobler than all the rest,
you can see him sharing his last tiny mite
with another, while tears of pity and

iness mingle in the bright smile !
ken gives. |

Every household in its own way knows |
its Santa Claus. |

Don't deceive the children by telling thewm !
there is no such !

Sa.ntacuuslgmd may be always be. !
SHINY COINS FOR CHRISTMAS :

United States Treasury Makes Prowvi '
sion for Holiday Demand by Wash- |
Ing and Polishing Old Money. :
— 1
. this time of the year many |
of the banks of the country :
call on the United Btates |
treasury at Washington for |
new coins of all denomina- |
tions—gold, silver, nickel
and copper—to supply the,
4 demands of their customers '
for bright, new coins for .
the Christmas holidays. '
This demand always exceeds the mor |
mal demand for new coins, and the |
treasury has heretofore not always |
been in a position to meet fully each !
request. The recent satisfactory re
sults from the washing of currency
has given the treasury department an i
idea for meeting the demand for'
shiny Christmas money. Twenty-five
thousand dollars in halves, quarters,
dimes, nickels and pennies is to be:
washed and polished by the mint bu- '
reau of the treasury department, so
that all who wish can have their
‘shiny Christmas money. Most of the
old coins which are to be renoutedi
will be sent to the Philadelphia mint !
from the United States treasury
vaults, whence they will be supplied
to the banks calling for them.

Just what folks do with all this new !
coin at Christmas time is a mylteryl
to the treasury officlals. Of course
much of the smaller colns, bright,
new and shiny, are used for Christ-
mas-tree decorations, but the major'
share of it, it is surmised, is just
spent,

Surprise Enough.

Mr. Green—'‘No, my dear, I will not
tell you what I'm going to give you
for Christmas. Why can’t you wom- !
en be content to wait and be sur
prised?

Mrs. Green—Oh, tell me now! I
you keep your word I'll be surprised
enough.

Mrs. Highson—What are you going
to give your brother John this Christ-
mas?

) carries a lighted candle.

FIESTA IN' MEXIC

How Christmas Is Celebrated
Across the Rio Grande. .

Religlous Services and Festlvities
Mingled for Nine Days—Breaking
the Pinyata Takes Place of
Christmas Tree for Chil-
dren.

Nellle Rust Jones.

HH Christmas season in
Mexico, like all Chris.
tian lands, is the hap-
plest time of the year,
but it takes on more of
- the nature of the an-
clent customs, in that
land of romance and
e sunshine, than it does
2\ ) perhaps in any other
- (\3\\” country. At least there

YOGS 1s nothing approaching
s =~ it in the western part
of the world. The holiday season be-
gins nine days before Christmas and
winds up with “Twelfth night.”

All solemn feasts in the Roman
Catholic church are preceded by
“novenas” or special church services.
The Christmas celebration is semi-
religious, beginning on the sixteenth
of December, or nine nights before
Christmas, and is repeated every
night until Christmas eve. This is
called “las posadas” and commeno-
rates the eight successive, but unsuc-

‘cessful days of search for an “inn”

or place of rest in Bethlehem, by the
Holy Family when they had grne up
to Nazareth to pay their taxes in the
city where they belonged as lineal
descendants of David. .

Day after day Saint Joseph and the
Holy Mother asked in vain for admit-
tance to some “meson” or place of
retirement, only to be refused admis-

| sion everywhere.

In vain did she plead her great
necessity, the inns were ' already
crowded and there was no room for
the pilgrims, s0 they were repeatedly

|turned away. 3

On the night of the sixteenth of
December bands of from five to one
hundred gather together at, some one’s
house and start on the rounds of visit-
ing the houses of their friends. These
bands are supposed to represent the
three wise men seeking the infant
saviour and the Holy Family seeking
shelter. The origin of this quaint cus-
tom has been lost since the Spanish
conquest. It is called ‘“pidiendo posa-
das”—asking shelter—and at every
house they are all invited in, offered
wine and food and after some argu-
ment they are “offered the house.”

They finally depart and go on to the i

next house only to repeat the pre-
vious performance. ¢

During the visit one-half of the
company go outside the house and
form in a solemn procession,
other half remaining inside and each
The leaders
bear a small lighted shrine in which
are the images of the “Santos
peregrinos”— holy pilgrims, Joseph
and Mary. They slowly march back
and forth in front of the house or
around the “patio,” chanting the
litany to Saint Mary in a high minor
key; then they stop at the door and
knocking ask for admittance. There
are about twelve verses for this which
are chanted first by those outside
asking admittance, then answered by
those on the inside refusing to open
the door, and the denial of the per
sonality of the Holy Family.

After the pleading petition and curt
refusal those within are finally con-
vinced that they who ask for their
hospitality are really the Holy Pil-
grims, when they open wide the doors
and bid them enter: “Enter, holy pil-
grims, honor my poor mansion,” ete.

The “pilgrims” then enter, the
Images are placed in a small grotto
which has been especially prepared
for the purpose; a lighted candle or
bright-light is held above by some one
In a manner to represent the star of
Bethlehem; some person present,
either priest or layman, leads in the
Ave Marias, short prayers are said,
more hymns sung and the religious
features for that night are at an end,
and at once the festivities of the
night begin which usually last until
pearly morning.

On Christmas eve the same pro-
gram is followed except that an image
of the Hold Child, lying naked in a
small manger fllled with straw, is
carried between the godfather and
godmother, who have been appointed
by the hostess to this great honor, and
singing the litany and other hymns
they proceed as om previous evenings
until at 7:30 they begin singing the
aong of the “noche-buena“ or Christ-
mas night. Thea follow Ave Marias,
glorias, litany to.the ‘Nino Dios” or
God-child, whea the image ig placed in

the i

family taking it each night until the
rounds are made by Christmas eve.

The Christmas tree is unknown to
the Mexican child, but the religious
ceremony is always followed by the
breaking of the “pinyata.” If the
Christmas tree is joy itself to the
American child, the “pinyata” means
even more to the humble Mexican
child.

They are made of large or small
“Ollas” (jars of pottery), gally dec-
orated with colored paper and tinsel
to represent some figure, either
grotesque or pretty. One may buy a
bride, clown, baby, goose, swan, pine-
apple, or anything the fancy has
dictated in the making, and at any
price from fifty centavos to twenty-
five pesos. The jars are entirely cons
cealed in their fancy coverings, with
a stout rope around the top to sus
pend them from the ceiling. A little
brown boy will trot along by your
side and carry your pinyata home
for you for a few cents, no matter
how heavy it is.

Thereafter they are filled with nuts,
candies, raisins, small oranges, bana-
nas, dates, pieces of sugar-cane and a
few small simple toys as, dolls or
animals; the pinyata is hung ready
for use. The servants and their chil-
dren are permitted to come in and
share the fun, no distinction of class
being made at this time.

One after another of the company
are blindfolded and allowed three
strikes each at the pinyata with a
heavy cane as it hangs, suspended
from the ceiling. When it is finally
broken and the contents tumble to the
floor of the “patio” there is a grand
scramble for the good things that have
fallen out, and each person is permit-
ted to keep whatever he or she can
get hold of first. Woe unto the poor
child who is timid and slower than
the others, she is liable to get very lit-
tle indeed.

After the pinyata the servants re-
tire, & more or less elaborate suppet
is served, according to the station of
the host; favors are distributed, usual-
ly some odd little figures of chins
or bisque, fllled with candy; dancing
and music follow until a late hour.

. Wine or cognac-is plentitul,-but very-

few become intoxicated. The churches
celebrate these “fiestas,” leaving out,
of course, the social features. On
Christmas eve at midnight is cele
brated the mass, when the image of
the holy child is carried through the
cathedral by the high dignitaries of
the church, and the people zre al-
lowed to kiss the toes of the sacred in-
fant to show their adoration, after
which it is placed in the grotto fol-
lowed by the litanies, etc. After the
mass i8 celebrated the bells ring out
joyously and noisily and one knows
that another Christmas day is at
hand.

No one gets up early on Christmas
morning except the devout women
Iwho in their black dresses and with
their black mantillas over their heads
attend the ten o’'clock mass.

A visit to the booths or “puestos”
‘ during the holiday season is full of
. Interest as well as surprises to the
. foreigner in a Mexican city. The
| sight of these queer and varied look-
| ing booths going up on the side of the
street adjoining the sidewalk on two
sides of the alameda or park is the
first indication of the approaching
bolidays. Each booth is erected by
the humble merchan® who is to oc-
ocupy it, acoording to his own fancy,

Imd as they do not conform to any:

rules or regulations as to size or
shape, they are a queer jumble of
gally lighted “puestos.”

There one can buy jumping-jacks
for two centavos; clay dolls for two
to four cents, beautiful and curious
pottery, made from the identical astee
and toitec designs for from twemty
to fifty cents, beautiful baskets of
Imperishable weave amd e¢olor and
every size and shape fronr twenty-five
cents to one peso; clay fBgures of
men and women with bits of bright
calico fashioned into clothes; figures
of ungainly looking animals shaped
like nothing ever seen before, sacred
Images, jewelry, clever whistles, rat-
tles, “electric sparklers,” fireworks of
all description, deliclous candied
fruits, conserves, in fact anything and
everything is to be féund at the “pues-
tos.” The Mexicans are especially
clever at making candied fruits.

All day and until midnight great
tkrongs of people crowd and push
each other, good naturedly, going and
coming, crowding the walks in front
of the booths almost to suffocation,
making their purchases, visiting,
laughing and talking. But at mig-
night, when there is no possibility of
more sales the merchants spread their
blankets on the mats or “petates,”
blow out their torch lights, drop down
their one window in front' and- all
crawl into the one bed, or roll up in
their single blankets, and crawl under
the rude counter and go to sleep. No
one thinks of going home, in fact some.
of them are ragular nomads and have,
. mo. fixed hogno. LRl

tromps and' games which have gone out

CHRSTHAS OF OLD

It Was a Boisterously Gay and
Glad Time.

Animating Spirit of Holiday ls Same
as One Hundred Years Ago and
as WIiill Be in Future,

and grandpas that Christ-
mas in these days is differ-
ent from what it was back
in 1840 is doubtless true
enough in respect to meth-
ods and details of ushering
in the morn and ,celebrat-
“ ing the day, but in essen-

tials probably the change is
not so great as it seems. What
grandma and grandpa have in mind is
that the old-time simplicity pertaining
to the great festal day has given way
to innovations that are more fanciful
and elaborate. The gift that comes
in a gilt-bordered box, tied in pink
ribbons, probably is opened with as
much expectant thrill, however, as
the exploration of the olden-time
stocking occasioned.

We ' get little glimpses here and
there in the colonial chronicles of
Maryland of the old-time Maryland
Christmas and there are plenty of
traditions afloat of the rural before-
the-war Christmas. Always the
Christmas feast has been a great
event in the social life of the state.
It has been a day of family reunions
from colonial days down to now. A
Maryland Christmas feast of the olden
time is aptly described in that classic
phrase “the table fairly groaned un-
der the burden of the viands.” Sump-
tuous plenty was the first law of the
olden Christmas feast. It wasn’t so
much on the decorative eettings; it
didn’t make a specialty of fancy sal-
ads, but there was nothing to be de-
sired in way of substantials.

As was the feast 80 were the Christ-
mas festivity in general, It was gay and
glad, boisterously gay and glad, with

of fashion along with two-course, table-
groaning dinners. But the animating
spirit of Christmas is the same now
as it was 100 years ago, and will be
the same 100 years hence as now.
Which is but to say: Youth is ever
the eame; the new things are but the
old things in altered outward guise.

A CHRISTMAS HOUSE PARTY

Skating, Coasting and Sleighing Good
Country Pastime While City Offers
Sight-Seeing, Music.

A house party at Christmas affords
the young people of the family a
chance to be gay and cheery for a
week-end or more. The charm of a
house party is in the bringing together
of congenial guests who spend sev-
eral days with their hosts. When the
girls and boys return from college or
boarding ‘school for the holidays they
often bring with them as guests class-
mates whose homesare too remote to
make it worth wkile for them to take
a long and expensive journey for the
recess. The girl and the boy who hail
from the west and attend an east-
ern school of learning, may be forced
to spend a bomeaick holiday if no
comrade tenders an invitation to join
a. family group.

Outdoor sports, skating, coasting,
tobogganing and sieigh riding are the
pastimes of the country, while the city
offers sight-seeing, music and the
other diversions. The long evenings
at home, the little parties invited to
meet the visitors, and the whole merry
and swiftly passing time make a
Christmas house-party one of the gala
seasons of the year The house-
keeper finds that her provision for
the table must be ample. Her ples
and cakes disappear like magic, for
young people are noted for good ap-
petites, Tableaux, charades and con-
undrums are among the amusements
appropriate to such a party. Story-
telling around the fire with the lights
turned down, if the tales are of ghosts
and spooks, is sure to be a favorite
feature of the festivity.

‘A CHRISTMAS SONG.
Oh, Christmas i1s a jolly time,
‘When forests hang with snow,
And other forests bend with toys,
And lovely Yule-logs glow!

And Christmas is a solemn time
Because, beneath the Star,

The first great Christmas gift was givesl
To all men, near and far.

But not alome at Christmas time
Come holiday and cheer,
For one who loves a little child
Hath Christmas all the year.
—Flora Evelyn Pratt.

Christmas Atmosphere.
Christmasi Why the very word kin-
dles thoughts of good will in our
hearts, At seems to bring forth our

3

bls and inapiring in the very atmie:

CHRISTMAS GAMES
FOR THE CHILDREN

Many Forms of Merrymaking for
the Little Folks’ Holiday
Party.

By ADELE MENDLE.

®At Christmas play and make good cheer
For Christmas comes but once a year.”
T Christmas time the children
A are bubbling over with the spirit
of the season and the grown
folks’ thoughts turn to the little ones’
fun and amusement atnotime more

than at the happy Yule Tide.

With a little thought and prepara-
tion a children’s Christmas party
may be made such a joyous affair that
its happy memories will linger with
the young folks for many years.

Here are some entertaining games
that will solve a problem for the per-
plexed mother who perhaps is wonder-
ing “What shall I have the children
play at the party?’ For when she
sends her “Come to - my Christmas
party” invitations,. she knows that a
successful children’s party means
something more than just “ice cream
and cake.”

These games will appeal to all the
children—the timid little girl, who is
inclined to shrink in the corner, as
well as the big boy, who usually oc-
cupies “the center of the stage.”

Santa Claus’ Reins.

This game is very exciting. Three
pleces of white tape, each about an
inch wide, and the length of the room,
are held at one end by three children.
Three others are given pairs of scis
sors and at a signal the players cut
the tape in half lengthwise. The one
who first reaches the opposite end of
the tape is the winner of that heat.
The different winners contest until
the champion is declared. Boys and
girls, you know, love racing competi-
tions of all kinds and this race is one
that probably they never played be-
fore.
= Magie Musie. .
Although this is a game that per-

haps the mothers and fathers played ,
when they went to kindergarten, it

still causes much laughter and is al-
ways successful.

One child leaves the room and the
others decide upon something for him
to do on his return. The musician
regulates his playing, and the child
must guide his actions according to
the loudness or softness of the music.
It is astonishing what different tasks
are accomplished after a little prac
tice, and the children’s cries of “let

me go out next” prove their enjoy-':

ment of “Magic Music.”
Guessing Holly Berries.

For this game the child must put

on his “thinking cap.” Hold a large
spray of holly in your hand and al
low the children to look at it for a
few minutes. Then tell them to write
their estimate of the number of
holly berries on the branch. You
might take a chrysanthemum also
and ask them to guess how many
petals in the flower. Great interest is
shown when the petals are counted.
A Christmas Doll.

The idea of this game is to see whao
can make the prettiest doll out of a
long smooth. potato, two pleces of
pretty colored tissue paper, some
small sticks for legs and arms, and
some pins. Or if you would rather
pass clothes pins and let the children
fashion dolls out of them, that will
also answer the purpose.

Place all the dolls in a row when
completed, and have the children vote
for their favorite one. You will be
surprised to see what ingenuous re
sults the clever little fingers produce.

A Nolsy Game.

Yes, it is noisy, but the children
have an idea that “the more noise,
the more fun,” and what mother cares
it “the roof comes down” at a Christ-
mas party?

After a child leaves the room, a
proverb is chosen. Omne word of it
is given to each child. If there are
.more children than words contained
in the proverb, then two or more chil-
dren are given the same word. When
the child outside the room returns, a
leader counts “One, two, three.” At
the “Three” all the children shout
their given word. The child must
guess the proverb.

Santa Claus’ Grab Bag.

On the invitation state that each
child is to bring something to the
party that he or she no longer cares
for. This article is to be in a neatly
wrapped and tied parcel, sp as to hide
its identity. It is placed in a large
bag, on the child’s arrival. Each child
then ' draws a present from the bag.

Uproars .of laughter follow the open-:

ing of .the packages, which probably
will: consist. of peculiar articles of all
sizes and descriptions. )
i A Christmas Mix-Up... -
, Provide the
list of'w ertadsing to
You see tha 'letters sve all tw
It iy their interesting task to straight
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en them oul.
Key anad list:

. Christmas—Atschsmrl

. Reindeer—Drierene.

. Sleigh—Ileghs.

. Mistletoe—Etlosmtie,

. Holly—Oylhl. .

. Plum Pudding—Uplmdpudgnd,
. Santa Claus—Asculatsea.
. Candles—Lcdnesa.

. Stockings—Kosctsign.
10. Jack Frost—Kcajtrfso.
11. Wreath—Trhwae.

12. Snowball—Ownslabl.
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This 18 a simple and successful
game. All the children are seated
except one who says “Santa Claug

doesn’t like C's. What are you zoing
to give him instead?” The first child
rePlies with a word that does not con-
taln a “C.” For instance: *“Meat”™
would be a correct answer, but “rice”
would not do. If a correct answer is
not given by the time the leader
counts “ten,” a forfeit must be paid.
And we all know the fun of redeeming’
the forfeits.
? A Peanut Race.

At one end of the room place two
bowls of peanuts, and at the opposite
jend two empty bowls. Two children
are each provided with a knife and at:
'8 signal they place as many peanuts.
'as they can on the blade of the knife,
!and carry it to the empty bowl with

What Santa Claus Doesn’t Like. L

'one hand. Depositing the peanuts,
they return for more. Each child is:
allowed three minutes. A score is
kept and the one who has the larg-
, est number of peanuts credited to his!
name wins the prize.

Puzzle Pictures.

Pretty pictures taken from maga-
eines, advertisements and dlscardod;
. picture books are cut up into severali
' pieces and placed into envelopes. Al
'good idea is to write the same num-
_ber on the back of the envelope and,

all pieces belonging to one puzzle, soi
. that if a piece gets mixed with the.
. others it can be readily returned to its'

own set.

| Each child is handed a puzzle, and.
a8 soon as he succeeds in placing the!
' pieces in their proper position he is!
given credit for it by the score
{ keeper, and receives another puzzle
to work with. The one who succeeds
in putting together the most pictures
In a stated time receives a well-
earned prize.

Snowballs.

This is an amusing game. Snow-
balls made of cotton batting and cov-
ered with white tissue paper and a
small basket are required. The play-
erc stand about eight feet from the
ovasket. The one who tosses the most
balls into the basket is the prize win-
ner. Each child might be given
i three snowballs to start with.

A Christmas Spider Web.

Take as many balls of twine as
there are children expected at the
party. To one end of each ball attach
a card bearing the child’s name and
to the other end an inexpensive gift.
Twist the twine around the different
i objects in the room. Give each child
| the twine and card bearing his name.
+ At a signal all begin to unwind the
entangled web. Great is the fun and
loud the exclamations when the
young people arrive at the end: of
their string and find a gift awaiting
them.

A Pop Corn Party.

If you don’t mind the “muss,” and
of course you won'’t, have & pop corn
party. Have the children sit' in a
‘circle on the floor and provide each
with a bow] of popcorn; & needle and
some coarse white thread. Tell them
that the one who strings the longest
popcorn chain before the time is up
will win the prize. Each youngster
takes home his own string of corn.

An Impromptu Entertainment.

When the children are tired of romp-
ing, let them sit on the floor in a
circle and tell them you are going
to have an entertainment, and that
each child must do something to help
make it a success. The youngsters
will provide a variety of numbers for
your impromptu program, from nurs
ery rhymes to fancy dancing.

Artists.

Bring in a good sized blackboard
and have the children see who can
draw the best Santa Claus. This will
afford much pleasure for the littlefolks.

(Copyright, 1912, by W. G. Chapman.)

A Christmas Stocking.

It is not always the gift -itself, but
the way in which it is presented that
commends itself particularly to the
recipient. To the girl who thinks

ings, send a pair of silk stockings, us-
“ing one to fill, and roll up the other
and stick it in the foot. The rest of
the -stocking should be filled with in-
expensive trifles—a home-made jabot,
tie or collar, a handkerchief, some

she is too old to hang up her stock-{

*‘¢andy, nuts, ‘Taisins, ‘crab  apples, a
card or & caléndar, perlisps some lit-
“'tle’ kindly hints’ at her hobbfes that

will amuse _her.- Each of these 'ar-.

ticles” should .be wrapped separately .
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in’ tissue paper and fed ribbons, and -

the excitement of opening the myste-

pleasure taken. i’ one

the 'num;-__ll_l; ones, .

-

~would have cost”iio more thas




