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AGRICULTURAL. 

When Should Lambs Come? 

When should lambs come ? is a ques­
tion of considerable importance to those 
who keep sheep. Some are of the opin­
ion that by having them come late, 
say in May, you do no4 lose so many, it 
is less trouble, and the sheep shear a 
better fleece of wool. No dombt there 
is more or less weight in these argu­
ment*, but not sufficient, in my estima­
tion, as a rule, to qutweigh facts on the 
other side. I say as a rule for there 
are many exceptions. 

If a farmer has been absent from 
home in Winter, and is obliged to leave 
his stock in the charge of boys, or un­
reliable help, or if he has not good feed 
to spare them, they had better not be 
allowed to come in till the sheep have a 
good bite of grass, so as to gain some 
in flesh, and have milk with which to 
supply them. If, on the other hand, 
they have good food, (good hay and 
some provender.) good faithful tending 
and warm quarters, there need be no 
trouble in having lambs come in mid-
Winter. If you want to raise them 
they will get accustomed to eating hay, 
and will take " right hold " when they 
some to the barn the following Winter; 
they will get a better growth the first 
season by far, and will make larger 
sheep; they will be pretty sure to 
raise a lamb the next season, and will 
have a better fleece: while you let 
them go to the butcher, they will bring 
you the hard cash in July and August, 
and your sheep will have a better 
ehance to gain. So I say as a rule let 
them come early.—Cor. American 
Farm Journal. 

Cure for Scratches or Cracked Heels. 

EDITORS WESTERN RURAL :—Will 
you please give me a remedy for scratch­
es through your columns. 

T. E. 
Omaha, Neb. 
—One of the simplest remedies for 

what is called scratches, but which is 
really incipient grease, is gunpowder 
mixed with sufficient glycerine to form 
an ointment that will stick when 
rubbed in. This is for cracked heels, 
which may or may not run into grease. 

A better remedy, however, when it 
can be obtained, is half a pint of animal 
glycerine; two drams of chloride of 
zinc, and one pint of a strong solution 
of oak bark. If the animal seem fever­
ish, and out of condition, a drink com­
posed of half an ounce of liquor arsena-
lis, one ounce tincture of muriate of 
iron, and half a pint of water, should be 
given every night for three or four 
days. 

Look out for Swindlers. 

We understand that the sharpers are 
going for some of our farmers in the 
neighboring counties in Illinois. The 
swindlers travel through the country 
with samples of goods, representing 
themselves to be runners or agents for 
wholesale grocers' stores in Chicago. 
They display their samples, offer their 
goods at exceedingly low prices, and 
take the farmer's note for the amount, 
payable in sixty days The goods never 
get around, and the notes are traded off 
to innocent third parties, and while the 
farmer is congratulating himself upon 
not buying of middlemen, and wonder­
ing why the goods don't come, the note 
turns up. I t is best for farmers and 
others to buy only of men they know, 
and especially not to give their note un­
til they have value received.—Dubuque 
Herald. 

Wool In California and JTew Mexico. 

For many years to come, California 
and the Territories of the far West will 
form the great wool-producing section 
of the country. In California this in­
terest has already acquired great im­
portance. This State has now about 
8,000.000 head of sheep, which will be 
increased by at least 3.000.000 lambs 
the present season. 

The sheep are sheared twice a year, 
and with a good season the clips might 
be expected to average ten pounds per 
head. This would make the wool crop 
of California 80,000,000 pounds, or 
25,000,000 more than the total product 
of the United States in 1871. It is es­
timated that the actual cost of producing 
wool in California is less than ten eents 
a pound. California wool comes into 
market two months earlier than that of 
Canada and the Atlantic States, and 
shrinks less. 

As to New Mexico, it is said that the 
sheep business in portions of the country 
is in a discouraging condition this sea­
son, for the reason that the fall of snow 
and rain during the Fall and Winter 
was uncommonly light. For the same 
reason, farming is depressed, since the 
mountain streams do not afford the usu­
al supply of water for irrigation, and 
farmers have not planted. Where 
streams come out of the snowy range 
water is abundant,—Sacramento Rec­
ord. 

A KNOXVILLE woman tends a steam 
engine and gets $22 per week. 

Wool-Growing in Australia. 

Australian sheep husbandry is one of 
the many wonders of this wonderful 
century. The number of sheep a few 
years ago was so small, that their prod­
uct had no perceptible effect upon the 
markets of the world. In 1872 accord­
ing to very careful estimates made by 
Geo. W. Bond, Esq., of Boston, one of 
the most thorough statisticians in the 
country, there was a total export of 
182,477,719 pounds—of which 173,266,-
435 pounds went to England, for use 
within her borders and on the Conti­
nent, and 9,201,284 pounds came to the 
United States. The number of sheep 
in Australia, according to statistics fur­
nished to the International Exposition 
of 1873, is as follows : 

.46,268,093 sheep. 

.51,292,241 
..63,680,752 

OUR YOUNG PATRONS. 

1809.. 
1870.. 
1872.. 

The population of Australia in 1872 
was less than two millions. By this it 
will be seen that Australia produces 
nearly thirty sheep to every man, wo­
man or child it contains. The United 
States has semething less than three-
fourths of one sheep for each inhabi­
tant. 

Sheep Husbandry Abroad. 

From statistics relative to the produc­
tion of wool it appears, in round num­
bers, Great Britain and Ireland grow 
more wool than the United States, al­
though there are more than thirty 
States and two of them are larger than 
the former countries. In fact it is sta­
ted that the Colony of Australia, so re­
cently populated, grows as much wool 
as the States, viz.:—130,000,000 
pounds, while Great Britain and Ireland 
produce 260,000,000 pounds. 

In England a numerous well-fed flock 
of sheep is considered to be essentially 
necessary for the well doing of every 
upland farm and it is generally seen 
that those who keep the most sheep and 
feed them highly enrich themselves and 
their land. How is it so many farmers 
in America keep no sheep?—Rural 
New Yorker. 

'Granger Prices." 

Many persons seem to think that the 
sole aim of the Grangers is to procure 
goods at less price than anybody else, 
and charge more for what they have to 
sell than anybody ought to pay. We 
are sorry that such a wrong impression 
has found a lodgment in the mind of 
any one. For it certainly is wrong. 
No such thing is the object of the order. 
There may be individual members who 
think and try to act in that way. But 
we know that such a course is wholly 
distasteful to the live members who are 
looking ahead and earnestly desire to 
see their class benefited by means of the 
order. We have been in intimate re­
lations with very many of the leading 
spirits in this part of the country, and 
we have never had to do with a set of 
men who were more honorable and high 
minded, more desirous of living up to 
the motto "l ive and let live," than 
they. The mere matter of money get­
ting and money saving is the least of 
their wishes. They are economical as 
all of us ought to be. They desire to 
get the highest prices they can for their 
produce, which no one can object to. 
They seek to buy as cheaply as possible, 
as who does not. But they are not by 
any means seeking through combination 
to overturn the laws of trade or to make 
the whole country contribute to their 
purses. Neither are they ranging them­
selves in hostility to the business men 
of the communities where they trade, 
for the purpose of ruining or crippling 
them. Such a thing is the furthest 
from their desires. Their aims are 
higher and nobler than this. The ob­
jects of their association are beyond and 
above the mercenary spirit they are 
charged with. We trust that all fair 
minded men will accord to them, as an 
order, better motives than those contain­
ed in the approbious epithet, as bandied 
about by the thoughtless and uninform­
ed, " Granger's prices."—Indiana Gran­
ger-

• * 
ffo Man Independent Who Owes Money. 

The advantages of the cash system of 
business have been shown with peculiar 
perspicuity during the monetary crisis 
which is still upon us. Many men who 
were worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars—and some who were worth mil­
lions—only a few months ago, now owe 
money which is over-due and which they 
are unable to pay. When or how they 
will be able to pay—if they ever are— 
the events of the future alone can deter­
mine. Some will work and worry 
through; others will be engulfed in the 
maelstrom of bankruptcy. 

These debts may have been in what 
was considered a perfectly safe ratio to 
their property; but this latest experience 
shows that scarcely any ratio or amount 
of indebtedness is perfectly safe and con­
sistent with the safety and comfort of the 
debtor. 

"Owe tfo man anything," is a scriptur­
al injunction which, like the Other com­
mands of Scripture, is well always to ob­
serve. There is no other safe rule.—N. 
Y. Ledger. 

Last week we asked our young 
friends to write us some letters, and 
promised to give the names of the first 
three who would write to us. Now, 
boys and girls, who do you think wrote 
those letters ? You want to know their 
names because you are sure they are 
the smartest boys and girls in the State. 
Well, we can't give their names because 
they hare not yet written the letters. 
We give you another chance ; let us see 
who will be the first for next week's pa­
per : 

Here are some more letters written to 
the Western Rural: 

DEAR WESTERN R U R A L : — I go to 
school. I have a dog named Prince. I 
have a calf. I kept her stabled all last 
Winter. I fed her corn, curried her as 
I would a stable horse. My brother 
has a calf he works in shafts. He works 
as good as any of your buggy horses. 
He is quite a pet. His mother died 
when he was two days old. If you take 
hold of his horns, you will let loose ; if 
you don't, he will butt you over. He 
has the turn of all pet calves. We live 
on 180 acres. I carry my pa's srun. I 
shoot squirrels, coons and anything of 
the kind. I shoot all of our meat hogs 
and all of my uncle's. I have heard so 
much talk of the YOUNG FOLKS ' R U ­
RAL, I will try and make up a club if 
you will send me a copy of it. 

W M . H. LONG. 

Russellville, Ind. 
DEAR WESTERN RURAL:—My pa is 

farmer and has forty acres. We have 
thirty-four head of cattle, three horses 
and fourteen head of hogs. The old 
sow will eat chickens. Don't you boys 
think she ought to be killed for that, 
for she has lots of corn to eat ? I am 
eleven years old. I plowed some last 
Fall for rye and some last Spring for 
oats; but the snow is on the ground 
now so that's played out. I live close 
to Peoria, Kan. J . C. V. 

DEAR EDITOR :—My father is dead. 
Mother has a farm of forty acres. I 
have two brothers; Harry is seventeen, 
he is blind and is in the blind asylum 
at Jacksonville, 111. He is learning the 
broom trade. He can read with his 
fingers almost as fast as I can with my 
eyes. My other brother's name is Jes­
se. He is thirteen. We have a kitten 
we call Scoot. I am fourteen. I spent 
my last New Year's and Christmas sick 
with the measles. We have a dog we 
call Ring. We had two sewing" ma­
chines on trial; the Domestic and the 
Victor. E P P I I S M I T H . 

Shobbona Grove, ill. 

DEAR EDITOR :—I am nine year old. 
I live on a farm of eighty acres, a mile 
from town. I have three brothers and 
one sister. My oldest brother is nine­
teen and my sister is the youngest My 
aunt lives with us. She has a sewing 
machine. Good bye. EDDIE. 

Stark Co., 111. 

Couldn't Spell It. 
" What is it, Katy ?" asked the teach­

er, as she noticed the tiny, uplifted hand. 
Katy sat with slate and pencil before 

her, evidently very much perplexed. 
" Will you please tell me how to spell 

tunkan?" 
" What is the word ?" 
" Tunkan ! I don't know how to spell 

it.J: 

" Tell me what you wish to write," 
said the teacher, puzzled in her turn. 

" I want to write, f I love my teacher 
more than tunkan (tongue can) tell . '" 

A SMALL boy has sent an Albany pa-
{tey the following information ; •' A fu 
dais ago we lost our cat. She got drown-
ded in Mr. 's well; but nobody 
knowd she got drownded in the well, 
and so Mr. 's fokes and Mr. 's 
fokes, and all the nabars besides, drinked 
outen the well just the saim. They 
drinked mor'n they evir did afore I gess 
— cause the water tastid so sweete. I 
went 2 the well fur water tother da and 
I seed the cat in 2 the well. She was 
ded. She was afloatin a round drownded. 
Me and Billy fisht her out with a 
hook and line. She smelt orful. But 
the nabors doant drink any more water 
outen the well now. Wat I cant under­
stand is whi tha doant. Tha oughten B 
moar willin 2 drink the watir wen the 
cat is out than wen she is in. I think 
so. ures trooly. N. B. this is a tru 
fackt." 

DURING President Lincoln's adminis­
tration one member of his cabinet was 
strongly disliked by his little son, Tad. 
When Mr. Lincoln was ill with the 
varioloid, the offensive secretary sent his 
card in and asked for an interview. Tad 
was present and heard his father decline 
the request, saying he was ill. " Papa," 
said Tad, " let him come in and catch 
it." 

PARTIAL SUSPENSION.—That con­
dition of a bank in which the receiv­
ing teller is on duty, but the paying 
teller has gone around the corner to 
" see a friend."— Chicago Times. 

J J U B B A R D , WELLS & CO.. 

Manufacturers of 

FLOUR, 
P r o p r i e t o r s o r •* F O R E S T M1XIJS." 

Zunibrota, Minn., and MAZEPPA MILLS, 
Mazeppa, Minnesota. 

JJROWN & McINTIRE, 

STORA GE. FOR WARDING. 

and 

C O M M I S S I O N M E R C H A N T S , 
and Dealers in 

FLOUR. GRAIN, AND WOOL, 

R E D WINCS, M I N N E S O T A . 

" C. STEARNS, 

N O T A R Y FTJBLIC, 

ZUMBROTA, GOODHUE Co., MINN. 

E K. SPARRELL, 

Manufacturer of and 

DEALER IN FURNITURE, 
And Funeral Undertaker, 

63 MAIN STREET, RED WING, MINNESOTA 
M E T A E I f CASES C o n s t a n t l y o n H a n d . 

LOW PRICES AND FAIR DEALING. 

J ) R S . SWENEY & SHILEY 

Q H A R L E S WITNEY, 

MANUFACTURER OF AND DEALER IS 

B r e e c h a n d M u z z l e L o a d i n g G n u s , 

CARTRIDGES, 

SPORTING APPARATUS, & L . , , 
J Having formed a co-partnership for the practice oF 

R e v o l v e r s , W i n c h e s t e r R e p e a t i n g - « < p « » v r „ • « . - , * . . . 
Rifles, Ac. " M E D I C I N E a n d S U R a B R T , 

May be consulted in their office, corner of Main and 
Bush streets, over Hawley & Kc-llogg's store. 

Red Wing, Minn., Nov. 19th. 1S73. 

J ^ E L S O N & PETERSON. 

Dealers in 

Hardware, Stoves, Tinware, 
FARM MACHINERY and IMPLEMENTS. P I A N O S AND ORGAN*. 

B u i l d e r * ' H a r d w a r e , M e c h a n i c ' s T o o l s 
a^d HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS. 

Bush Street, Red Wing, Minn. 

' J H O S . WILKINSON, 

•EALGR IN 

Shelf and Heavy Hardware, 
STOVES, TINWARE, 

FARMING IMPLEMENTS, 

PAINTS, OILS, GLASS, 

G A S P I P E A N D F I X T U R E S . 

STEAM and GAS FITTING in all branches. 

79 M A I N S t . , R E D WIMCt, ! * ! > > . 

^ N D R E W S & MORGAN, 

Dealers in 

BOOKS AND STATIONERY 
F i A s r o s A i m o&«Axrs 

Very LOW for CASH, or on rsasonabU terns or time. 
We solicit correspondeace. 

SECOND ELY BLOCK, 
WINONA, MINN. 

Q . R E A T REDUCTION IN PRICES 

A KOCH 
U N D E R T A K E R , 

And dealer in 
FURNITURE AND UPHOLSTERY, 
Next door to Young's, Main street, Lake Ci'ty 

Keeps constantly on hand a full stock of Furniture 
Coffins, Picture Frames and Mouldings. Repairing 
done. Terms Cash, at the very lowest living prices 

gIMMONS & STRANDNES, 
DEALEES IK 

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, HATS, CAPS, BOOTS, 

SHOES AND CLOTHING. 

Corner of Mais and Bush streets, A. J. Clark's 
old stand, 

Butter and Egg* taken at highest market price 

J W A R D L. BAKER, 

DEALER IN 

HEAVY AND SHELF 

74 MAIN STREET, 

RED WING, MINNESOTA. 

r£ B. & B. F. SHELDON 
DEALERS IN 

DRY GOODS, 

CLOTHING, 

CARPETING, 

HATS AND CAPS, 

BOOTS AND SHOES. 

CROCKERY, CHINA 

AND GLASS WARE. 

A GOOD ASSORTMENT 

ALWAYS ON HAND 
AND SOLD AT THE 

L O W E S T P R I C E S . 
MUSIC HALL BLOCK, RED WING, MINN. 

T C. STEARNS, 

Agent for the sals of 

PIANOS, ORGANS, &C. 
Will Furnish any Instrument and Style Desired, at 

EASTERN MANUFACTURERS' PRICES. 
All Instruments Warranted. 

flf&SH HAYNES, 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

WHIPS, BRUSHES, COMBS, rfc., 

Repairing neatly done, 

Opposite, ttoedhne House , 
Red Wing, Mina. 

j^LLEN HOWE, 

Dealer in GROCERIES 
OF ALL KINDS. 

SELLS AT THE LOWEST FIGURES. 

At the head of Plumb st., 
RED WING. MINNESOTA. 

DR. WM. W. SWENEY. DR. I>. A. SHIL1Y 

VARIETY OF STYLES 

OF THE BEST QUALITY, AND 

ON VERY LIBERAL TERMS. 

Call and see before purchasing. 
Music Rooms adjoining Dental Rooms. 

F. A. WILLIAMSON, Agent 

p U M P MANUFACTORY. 

Mr. P. P. CARPENTER, of this city, has for many 

years manufactured the well known 

YORK STATE PUMP 
Give him a call at 

D . C. H I L L ' S S h o p , M a i n s t r e e t , 
Red Wing, Minn. 

] ^ [ R S . KIMBALL 

. w ° ^ d K n f 0 r m t h ! L a d i e s o f *•* W i n S »»d Ticinity that she has opened a fresh stock of 

AMD 

FANCY G0>DS, 
ON MAIN STREET, BELOW LOWATEHS, 

. **"?"chasers are respectfully inrited to call and 
inspect the goods and prices. 

w. A. ORSER, 

MAKUrACrURER AND DEALER IN 

HARNESS AND SADDLES, 

COLLARS, WHIPS, &c, &c, 
Opposite Keys tone Block, 

RED WING, MINN. 

jyjALCUS Q. LINDQUIST, 

WATCHMAKER and JEWELER, 
Dealer in 

WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWELRY, 
P l a t e d a n d S l i v e r W a r e , 

P i n e C u t l e r y , & e „ 
PLUMB STREET, RED WING, MINNESOTA. 

P A T E N T S 

Secured in the United States, Canada and all th* 
European countries. 

Information given free. Call and sea or address 

E. N. WEST, 

Patent Solicitor and Model Maker, 

Winona, Minnesota 

I have a competent Associate in Washington, D. C. 

^ I C H M A N & BLAKELY, 

Dealers in 

D R Y G O O D S , G R O C E R I E S 
CLOTHING, HATS, AND CAPS, 

CROCKERY, BOOTS, AND 

SHOES, &c, &c , 
Opposite Post Office, Red Wing, Minnesota. 

J ) C. HILL, 

Builder, Manufacturer Und Dealer in 

SASH. DOORS AND BLINDS, 
DOOR AND WINDOW FRAMES, MOULDINGS, 
• CORNICES, BRA CKETS, EA YE SPO UTS, 

A l u m i n o u s B u i l d i n g : P a p e r . 

Turning, Planing, Sawing, &c, done to order. 
Corner Slain and Bluff Streets, RED WING, MINN. 

gRICKSON & ANDERBERG, 
Manufacturers of 

WAGONS, CARRIAGES, SLEIGHS, & c , 

C o r n e r o f F o u r t h a n d P l u m b S t s . , 

RED WING, MINN. 

All kinds of Blacksmithing and Wood Work per­
taining to sveh business made to order. 

J ^ E W STOCK OF CLOCKS 

and 

JEWELRY JUST RECEIVED. 

N, P. PETERSON 

Watchmaker and Jeweler 
DEALER IN 

AMERICAN and FRENCH CLOCKS, 

SILVER AND PLATED WARE, Ac, 

Wo. 7 t Mftin Stroot, 
' BID WING, MINNESOTA. 

•%. 


