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ZUMBROTA, April 2oth, 1876.

Mr. Editor:—I1 landed at Red
Wing Aug. 22d, 1856, being engaged
to go twenty miles into the country to
survey a village on the north branch
of the Zumbro. I arrived in Red
Wing near night of Saturday and
put up at the old American House,
kept by Dick Downing. Sunday I
heard Rev. J. W. Hancock preach at
the little brown school house, there
being no church building in town.
During the day I climbed Barn bluff,
looked over the town, and liked_its
situation.

On Monday I proceeded into the
country, over a road just trodden
enough to make a track, and at dark
crossed the north branch of the
Zumbro and put up at a log house,
without a roof. In the morning I
could see no other house in sight.
[ was in a new country, land was to
be had at $r1.25 an acre.

The country was beautiful, cloth-
ed in verdant green and diversified
with groves, hills and streams. A
colony from the East had pitched
their tents in this village, and here
they proposed to make their homes.
Here they surveyed a 'village plat
and the third day after the name of
Zumbrota was accepted for the new
village, with its one log house. The
colonists selected and filed upon
their claims, and then went East, in-.
‘tending to bring their families the
next spring.

Although in the valley by an ac-
cident almost, for my destination
was farther north and merely to look
at the State, I concluded to take
some land and spend the winter.
I filed upon a quarter section of land
in October, 1856; pre-empted it on
‘Thanksgiving day, in Winona, and
have lived upon it now nearly twenty
years.

These twenty years have worked
wonders, not only in and around
Zumbrota, but in Red Wing and
all of Goodhue county, as well as of
the State of Minnesota. The expe-
riences of these years, if * wntten
down, would show many struggles,
much self-sacrifice, an abundance of
hard work and privation; as well as
much accomplished, of success, de-|
velopment and results. |

The wild prairic has become the |
fruitful field; the rude shanty hasj
given place to - the farm house
churches, school houses and villages
have sprung up on the North Branch.
Red Wing has become an important
city, one of the largest primary
wheat markets in the world; while
Goodhue county has new more

vsomewhat difficult of access.

horses to plow its fields than it had
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of men, women and children in 186o0.

In the progress of this develop-
ment, mach has been learmed, and
in learning these lessons many good
men have been used up. Capita)
has been absorbed ; farms have been
foreclosed, and poverty, emigration
and failure have discouraged many,
while, on the whole, success has
beenwrested from fortune by a stern
contest. Kconomy and hard work
have been the mottoes of successful
men among the farmers of the inte-
rior. [Feterprise, energy, and public
spirit among the Dbusiness men of
Red Wing.

In the early days, Red Wing was
the nearest point of supply for a
large territory. Freeborn and Dodge
counties, as well as Goodhue, look-
ed to Red Wing for lumber, build-
ing material, provisions, etc. When
the farmers began to have a little
produce to sell, Red Wing was the
best market. Red Wing men saw
that their policy was to have good
roads into the country to facilitate
journeys to and from the market,
for although the natural outlet for a
large tributary region, that city was
The:
high bluffs to be surmounted and the
deep ravines to pass through made
the building of roads expensive, yet
the public spirit of the citizens, sec-
onded by a right sentiment in the
County Commissioners, has done
much to overcome these difficulties
and give comfortable access to Red
Wing. ’ .

The building of the railroad
through Rochester cut off a large
area from Red Wing. Still it grew
strong, the development of Good-
hue county more than making up for
the loss. Co-operation also step-
ped in and helped to lift. The River
railroad was built and the country
all rejoiced. No mancan point to
any obstacle thrown in the way of
that improvement by those in south-
ern Goodhue. On the contrary, it
was helped and encouraged in the
legislature by all the members from
the county. More lately Zumbrota
subscribed some two to three thou-
sand dollars of stock to help build
the steam flouring mill in Red Wing,
hoping thereby to steady the price of
wheat.

The farmers of the country started
on a small scale. It was the favor-
ite theory that each man must do
pretty much all his own work in or-
der to live, or that it would not pay
to hire much. For years they strug-
gled on, raising a few hundred bush-
els of wheat, hauling it to town with
their oxen, sleeping under their
wagons, depriving their families of
comforts and conveniences and their
children of schools and education,
until a new light dawned upon them.
The truth was, the margin of profit
on a bushel of wheat was so small
that a large quantity must be raised
to insure a living. This called for
investments in breaking up ground,
in buying teams and machinery and
furnishing seed. Thus large debts
were incurred, the farmers were hard
up, the newspapers, as usual, were
wiser than the farmers and taught
them how short-sighted they were in
buying more machinery than they
could pay for, in raising all of one

product, and because they did not
raise more stock, etc.

*When the large crops were har-
vested a new want was experienced.
Granaries were now a necessity.
Bins made of rails would not answer.
Rain and snow, and rats and thieves
called for lumber to build shelters
for the ' grain, and the burden of
transportation began to be felt.
When a man had but ten or fifteen
loads of wheat to haul, it was a sort
of recreation to take it to market.
But the extra horses and wagons and
men necessary to move the three
million bushels of wheat now raised
in Goodhue county are not realized
by those who sit in their offices and
do the business, or by those who
lecture And advise and instruct the
farmers.

The fact is, Mr. Editor, to support
my family I must raise a large quan-
tity of wheat. To raise this wheat
I must work hard myself and keep
a large working force. If I can
make a margin of twenty-five cents
on a bushel of wheat, 1 must raise
4,000 bushels to clear $1,000. That
amount would be considered mod-
‘erité as the income of a business
man in town, and economy would
still be the motto where $r1,000 was
the limit of expenditure for all pur-
poses in a family. 1t may be a
good thing for farmers’ boys te stick
to the farm, but they need some
education and some privileges or
they will not stay.

Now we find, to haul the wheat
sixteen to twenty-five miles over the
hills is a great burden. It costs one
bushel in ten, as an average, to put
it down in the river towns; and the
question comes up: what can we
do? Shall we continue indefinitely
to be at this expense; to sit still and
do nothing? Or shall we contrive
some way to be relieved of this item
of team work? Again, distance
from market makes it absolutely
impossible for farmers to market
their wheat in the fall. The harvest
over and stacking done, every team
is put in requisition for fall plowing.
It takes a favorable season to do
the threshing and plowing before
the winter sets in, and when it takes
from one to two hard days work to
put forty bushels of wheat in mar-
ket, merchantswill have to put their
bills and accounts over due on file
and wait the time, not when farmers
will, but when they can market
their crop. ’

I cannot see any solution of the
question at issue except in the mod-
ern highway—the railroad. A rail-
road is a pressing want of the peo-
ple, the farmers of the country. 1
speak from my own experience. I
do not theorize or speculate on the
matter. I have raised all the way
from 500 to 3,000 bushels of wheat
yearly. The increase of production
makes largely an increase of labor
in the family as well as in the field.
The increase of income is nearly
kept up with by an increase of ex-
pense so that it is a problem yet un.
solved with many whether it pays.
In summer it is hurry all around, in
fall plowing and threshing, in win-
ter, blow high or blow low, through
cold, storms, drifts and snow, T must

go to market as the only time in the
year to spare.

Are we to blame, then, when we
try to secure a railroad, even though
it be a narrow-guage, and not just
where we would prefer to have it
built? or even if we are obliged to
aid it or help it on its feet? Are we
to sit still and wait? If so, please
say how 101:1, it will be wise to do
s0. J. A. THACHER.

—The Whe Minne-
apolis Tribune and Mail by the
Pioneer-Press Company, although
accomplished, is not a success. It
has excited a good deal of opposi-
tion. It is believed that David and
Joseph won't bear spreading over
so much surface, and the public
don’t care to have them so attenu-
ated. The consolidation will not

probably be a success.
A ——

The City National Bank of Chi-
cago has failed for $8co,000. Jen-
nison will please take notice. Great
institutions for depositors, these
banks! Eh, General?

—The Republican State Conven-
tion is to meet on May 24th, in St
Paul." ' This county has five dele-
gates.

COMPETITION

WITH THE

WORLD!
E. A. Levi, at the

Star Crorning HarL
calls the attention of
the Public to hislarge
Stock of CLoTHING,
Hats & Caps, Gents’
Furnishing Goods,
etc., which is the larg-
est in the Northwest.
ALL New Goopbs,
bought for Cash, and
neither Auction nor
Old Goods removed
from other places, but
New, Clean and of
the latest styles. To
learn his prices, which
are below all Cheap
men, in or out of Red
Wing, call and con-
vince yourselves whe-

ther I mean business

or if this is idle talk.
E.A.LEVI,

Simwong, Olson & Bush’s old stand.

IMEAND STONE.

ANDREW DANIELSON,

Dealerin Lime, Cut Stone, Window Sills
Caps, &c., &c., Red Wing, ilinnenotn, will

FOREST TAR,

For Throat, Langs, Asthma and Kidoeys.

Forest Tar Solution,

For Tphaling for Catarrh, Consumption,
Bronehitis and Asthma.

Forest Tar Troches,

For Sore Throst, Hoarseness, Tickling
Cough and Purifying the Breath.

Forest Tar Salve,

For Healing Sores, Ulcers,Cuts, Burns, and
for Pilee.

Forest Tar Soap,
For Chapped Haonds, Selt Rheum, Skin
Diseater, the Toilet and Bath.

Forest Tar Inhalers,
For Inhaling the Bolution for Catarrh and
Consumption.
HAWLEY & KELLOGG,
25m3 Agen

Hermann Damcke,

Bugh street, near Main,

GROCERIES,
CROCKERY,
NOTIONS and -
FANCY GOODS.

Also a good assortment of

BABY CARRIAGES, .

AT CHEAP PRICES. Gt
THE IMPROVED HOWE SCALE

- U. S. Standard;

The only Scale with pro-
tected bearings. -

Examine their Many Tmprovements.

Kept in Stock and for Sale hy
NELSON & PETERSON
30 Valuable Residence Lots !
Oak GCrove Addition

Will be eold at Medium Prices and no mon-
ey required when parties will make respect-
able improvements, Thie is the only

GROVE PROPERTY

That can be had at reasonable prices within
the city limite. Apply to
J.S. HOARD or
. F. W. HOYT.
26tf Office over First National Bank,

T. F. LEAVITT & CO,,

Suceessors to Thos. Wilkinson,

DEALERS 1IN

General Hardware,

STOVES, TIN WARE, HOUSE
FURNISHING GOODS,
PAINTS, OILS, BRUSHES, &c.
Gas and Steam Fitting.
New Stock of Gas Fixtures just rec'd.
Sole Agents for

Western Enamel Paint Works.

Full Stock always on hand. CASH will
buy our goods at prices that we guarantee
will give satisfaction 13y1

A. BUCHHOLYZ,
Roscoe, Minn.,
Dealer in

DRY GOODS, NOTIONS, GROCER-
IES, BOOTS & SHOES, CROCK-
ERY & GLASSWARE,
DRUGS & MEDI-

CINES, ete.

Step in when you happen this way.

HARLESW1TNEY.

Manufacturerof and dealerin

Breech and Muzzle Loading Guns,
CARTRIDGES,
SPORTING APPARATUS, &e.

upply the {rade throughoutthe State.

Revolvers,Wincheeter Repeating Rifles, &e,

NO. 29.
10,000 ACRES

) [ —

SELECTED LANDS FOR SALE.
Grand Opportunity!

“HOMES FOR THE HOMELESS.”

There lands were selected early and lie
close by good stations on the St. Paul and
Pacific railroad ; will be sold for eash or on
time with a small payment down. $3 per
acre will buy the best of land within three
miles of an elevator. The bast wheat coun-
try in the State of Minnesota, A ply to

. E. J. HODGSON,

w9 St. Paur Mixw.

M. & J. KAPPEL,

MANUFACTURERS OF

Repairing done Promptly.

Third street iear Plum,
27yl Reop Wine, Minw.

A K. YOUNGDAIIL.
GRAINER and
FRESOOEAINTER.

Scenery Painting,

For Theatres and Photographers, a epee-
ality. '

House, Carriage and Sign Painting,

'| Kalsomining and Paper Hanging. All

descriptions of Graining and Marbling.

Opposite Pierce, Simmons & Co.’s
Bank, Main Street, Red Wing, Minn.
vin26y1 =

MARSH

HARVESTERS

WOOD'’S

AND DEALERS IN

FIRST CLASS

FARM MACHINERY
ONLY!

Bercuer & ALLgy,
RED WING, MINN.

Fged Store and Mill,

Third street near Bush,

CUS TOM GRINDING
For Toll or Cash.
A full stock of

GROUND FEED, CORN and OATS,
FLOUR, GRAHAM FLOUR,
CRACKED WHEAT,

BOLTED MEAL,
ete., ete.
Kept on hand and for sale at Lowest Cash
prices. 6m4

WELLMAN & BOYNTON.

Reaper and Mower




