
«-*««fc.JW l^fcfjlfr--: 

and Garden. Farm 
Necessity of Grten Food to Fowls. 

The last requisite in the shape of 
diet is a regular supply of gre^en^ood. 
Here, again, fowls kept on grass"will 
need no a t tent ion; but for birds 
penned Up, the daily provision of i t is 
an absolute necessity, though most be
ginners are ignorant of i t . We well 
remember, in our own early expe
rience, how our fowls died, we could 
not at first tell why ; and one fine buff 
Cochin cock, whose only fault wag a 
strong-vulture hook, was, in particu
lar, greatly regretted. An expe : 

rienced friend let us into the secret ; 
and after that we had no difficulty in 
keeping fowls, even where i t is often 
said they cannot be kept in health— 
viz., in a yard paved with large flag
stones. The best substitute for nat
ural grass is a large fresh turf thrown 
in daily to each four or five hens ; and 
even in t©wns i t is often possible to 
procure this, by giving children a few 
pence every week to keep up a regular 
supply. Where turf is not allowed to 
be taken, grass may be cut or pulled; 
but in this case must be cut into green 
chaff, with sheais or a sliaff-machine. 
The latter plan is how we actually 
managed for years in a yard only 67 by 
35 feet, divided into six pens ; paying 
some child a few pence to bring fresh-
cut grass daily, cutting it up and mix
ing i t with their soft meat.—Ex. 

Hints About Work. 
Hard work is the only remedy for 

hard times. By hard work we do not 
mean necessarily back-breaking, mus
cle-straining labor. A man might 
work very hard digging a garden that 
could just as well be plowed ; or he 
might work hard breaking the lumps 
of manure on the land by hand that 
could just as well be broken to pieces 
with a harrow. We mean by hard 
work, effective work. We mean labor 
tha t tells. 

Hard work is doing what your reason 
and your better judgment tell you 
ought to be done, and doing it prompt
ly, at the right t ime, whether you feel 
like i t or not. 

Laying Plans and writing down what 
you intend to do and how to do it, is 
often the hardest kind of work for a 
farmer. 

I t is no use laying plans unless you 
carry them out. Read over what you 
have written down. Make up your 
mind what ought to be done first, and 
then go at it and stick to it until it is 
done. 

The best hired men are the Cheap 
est. This is true whether you board 
your men or let them board them
selves ; but i t is especially t rue in the 
former case. Better give a good man 
$25 a month and board than a poor 
man $18 and board. I t is worth $10 a 
month to boai d a man. One will cost 
you S3 5 a month and the other $28, 
while a good, skillful, reliable, expe
rienced farm hand will accomplish 
twice the work of the stupid, careless 
man who cares nothing for your inter
est and thinks about nothing but his 
money and his dinner. 

Give the Boys Work, and take pains 
to teach them. I t is to this source, 
tha t we must look for our best farm 
men. 

Furnish the Boys Good Tools. Do 
not work them too hard. Do not im
pose upon them, and thus disgust them 
with farming. A boy's sense of just
ice is very keen. Do not let the farm 
men order the boys about, and make 
them run errands, and do all the disa
greeable things. 

again and let mm go t i n ne talis 
a second t i m e ; let him get up imme
diately and hitch him up, and you will 
probably never have any more trouble 
with h i m . " 

Balky Horses. 
The Kentucky Home Journal gives 

the following directions for breaking 
up the balking of a viciously stubborn 
horse : "Pu t on your harness and hitch 
him to anything you desire, either sin
gle or douole, as you feel disposed, 
and give him the commanding word to 
go ahead. If he goes, you have noth
ing to do or say but let him go on and 
do your work; but if he refuses to go, 
take him out immediately, take all the 
harness off except the bridle, and take findinS h e r 

a small rope the size of a plough line, 
and tie one end to the bit on the r ight 
hand side, and pull i t through the ring 
of the left under the chop, pull his 
head around to his left side, and slip 
t h e rope under his tail like a crupper 
and make i t fast, keeping his head 
tolerably close to his side. New all is 
ready, so let him go and take a good 
long whip and make him go, talking 
kindly to him all the t ime. He will 
t ravel like a dog after his tail, for he 
can travel no other way, but after 
a while he will fall down, when you 
will immediately let loose the rope and 
let him get u p ; riow talk kindly to 
him and caress him. Your work is 
now half done, for you have only to 
t ie the rope to the other side of the 
bi t , and pull his head around the other 
way, and make i t fast like a crupper, 
the same as before, and start him off 

Bee-Keeping—Advace to a Beginner. 
An experienced bee-keeper says : 

" J o h n has a desire to keep bees. Let 
him take measures to know his busi
ness, examine the subject, and what 
may from such examination seem un
favorable; is often an advantage. If 
he has been trained to think that the 
simple act of buying four hives of bees 
will secure a competence, let him be 
undeceived. If he, is sufficiently cred
ulous to take the marvelous tales of 
the patent-vender, that his particular 
hive, and no other, will make him rich 
without an effort on his part, let him 
be undeceived. If he is indolent, and 
hopes to escape the necessity of labor 
by procuring bees to do i t for him, I 
beg that he will not disgrace the busi
ness by undertaking and failing. If 
he feels that he has an exemption pass 
—"bees never sting me"—and suppos
es that he will have no case of suffi
cient provocation for them to sting, 
and bases his fitness on tha t alone, he 
will feel differently after a little ex
perience. If he dare not risk the pos
sibility of a sting when protected as 
he can be now, or lets the fear of one 
prevent the performance of any duty 
until to-morrow or next week, he will 
find the profits small. With feees more 
than many other things, very much 
depends on doing proper things at t h e 
right t ime. A good way to test his 
qualifications for bee-keeping is to ex
amine his way of doing things in the 
past. 

If he has been so unfortunate in hTs 
training as to form habits of indolence 
or gnegligence in his farming opera
tion, until all chances of remuneration 
are lost not so much from non-per
formances as for not performing the 
proper thing at the proper time, and 
failed to make i t pay in consequence— 
he will not be likely to do better with 
bees. If his training has induced a 
study of natnral history, and he is 
familiar with the habits of many 
things about him and of bees in par
ticular, or has a wish to bscome fa
miliar, and has energy to carry a good 
resolve into effect, and can spare the 
time necessary from other duties to do 
it, I would advise a few bees, to begin. 
If he is conversant with the best books 
and papers on the sucject, which he 
should be, he will not need much in
struction until he gets the first colony. 
Should he begin in spring, which is 
the best t ime, let him get some one 
better acquainted with them than him
self, if possible, to make the first pur
chase. In the absence of such assis
tance, I would say, first, Italians, in 
movable combs, are most desirable. 
Select from a large number, if possible. 
The best stocks are not the heaviest. 
A large colony is verv important. 

There should be bees in the spaces 
between five or six combs, at* least. 
To ascertain this point in the box-hive, 
turn it bottom up, without jarring, 
some clear, cool morning, and let the 
sun shine directly into the hive. If 
the stock is an old one, there is anoth
er point to be ascertained at this time; 
see whether i t contains foul brood—a 
disease to be described another t ime. 
It will show itself now by some of the 
breeding-cells, outside the cluster be
ing sealed, and containing dead larva?. 
Never take such a stock, even as a gift. 
If it is a movable-comb hive, it may 
be examined on a warm day. I forgot 
to say that i t is well to be protected 
with a veil over the face, and gather-
around the throat, and use a little 
smoke to keep the bees quite ; lift out 
the combs, and examine one by one ; 
the bees will be a little more scattered 
on the combs than when cooler. One 
point more can be ascertained with 
movable combs ; tha t is, if a queen is 
present; all thrifty hives should now 
brood in all stages, from the egg to the 
mature bee ; the brood would indicate 
her presence without the trouble of 

Trees Girdled by Babbits. 
A correspondent in Missouri writes 

that some years ago a neighbor of his 
had forty apple-trees girdled one win
ter by rabbits. The trees was three 
years from planting. "He immediate
ly took narrow boards, four or fire 
inches wide, and long enough to go 
above the reach of the rabbits, sharp
ened one end, and drove them into the 
ground so as to form a square box 
around the t ree . He tied the box to
gether with a strong cord and then 
filled i t with fresh soil and pressed it 
in firmly. The next spring the trees 
budded and grew as well as any trees 
in the orchard,and have done well ever 
since. He took the boxes away the 
second spring and found tha t a new 
bark had grown over the entire girdled 
part.—When trees are only partially 
girdled, the plan described is a good 

by binding them round with cotton 
cloth and then smearing the cloth wi th 
tar , and by surrounding with a plaster 
of cow-dung and loam bound on with a 
cloth. The object is to exclude the 
the air. The chances of recovery are 
increased if' the trees are severely 
pruned early in the spring. 

Preserving Fruit and Flowers with Faraf-
fine. 

Parafiine is an article of commerce 
obtained by the distillation of petro
leum. In form it resembles sperma-
ceti,and is a tasteless,inordorous,waxy 
matter, fusible at 110 degrees and 
nearly transparent when applied to 
many substances. Dr. Plesse has re
commended preserving fruits and flow
ers by simply dipping them into paraf 
fine and withdrawing them quickly, 
when a thin coat of the parafiine in
stantly sets, and closes all the pores of 
the article thus treated. In order to 
bs J successful, the flowers should be 
freshly gathered, perfectly dry and 
free from dew or moisture. The par
afiine should not be hotter than just 
sufficient to liquify i t ; and the flowers 
should be dipped into it separately, 
holding them by the stalks, and mov
ing them about in order to get rid of 
bubbles or air which are likely to get 
imprisoned within the corolhe. Those 
plants or flowers which aie not requir
ed to be preserved, should be removed 
with scissors previous to dipping them 
in the parafiine. Fruit should be dip
ped in as it is held by the stem. 

Area of Farms.—According to the 
census twelve of the States of the 
Union have farms that average less 
than 125 acres in extent. In some of 
the States the average runs up as high 
as 500 acres. These twelve States are : 
Maine, average 98 acres : New Hamp-
shier, 122; Massachusetts, 103; Rhode 
Island, 94; Connecticut, 9 3 ; New York, 
103 ; New Jersey, 98 ; Pennsylvania, 
103 ; Indianna, 112 ; Ohio, 111; Micbi-
grn, 101; Wisconsin, 114. While the 
total value of the farms in the United 
States is put down at 89,262,803.301, 
the value in the above small-farm 
States foots up $5,407 587,178, or near
ly three-fifths of the total'and this too 
while the area of these States is less 
than one-tenth of the area of the whole 
country. This proves the superiority 
of the small-farm system so far as pe
cuniary results are involved. 

Top Dressing Grass. 
Prof. Beal, of the Michigan Agricul

tural College, gives the following re
sults of top dressing land, performed 
some years ago at that college. Such 
experiments are worth repeating, and 
will doubtless give varying amounts 
of increases, with soils, seasons and 
other influences. Soil sandy loam, not 
in a high state of cultivation, nor very 
strong land: 

2 bushel plaster to the acre caused a 

fain of hay of 64perct. 
els of ashes .'...38 ** 

20 loads fine muck 51 " 
3 bushels salt 90 " 

20 loads horse manure i n •' 
20 loads cow manure 97 " 

Corn Fritters.—Take half a dozen 
ears of sweet corn, grate it from the 
cob as fine as possiable ;' three well-
beaten eggs ; a tablespoonfull and a 
half of flour; season with pepper and 
sal t ; melt equal portions of lard and 
butter in a frying pan ; when boiling 
hot, drop in the mixture, a spoonful at 
a t ime. Fry brown, and send to the 
table hot. 

Fresh Fritters.—Take the remains 
of any cold fish ; remove all the bones ; 
add bread crumbs and mashed potato 
in equal quantities. Mix half a tea-
cupful of cream with two well-beaten 
eggs, a pinch of salt and pepper; beat 
all together ; cut into small cakes and 
fry in boiling lard. Serve hot. 

A worthy missionary clergyman from 
the North found his colored brethren 
and sisters quite forgetful of the mor
al law, and began to give them a series 
of practical discourses against lying 
and stealing. The congregation stood 
it for a Sunday or two, and then they 
revolted, one of the Deacons being 
their spokesman, and addressing their 
preacher t h u s : "We like you bery 
much, and want to make i t comforta
ble for you ; but de fac' is you see, we 
don't like dis prechin' about lyin' an' 
rtealin'—we mus' hab our Sundays 
ofs ' l igion." 

**< 
The Christian Leader (N. Y.) in 

speaking of Merchant's Gargling Oil, 
says: "Mr. Hodge is a gentleman of 
liberal tastes and excellent judgment, 
and the Gargling Oil Company, under 
his thoroughly judicious direction, has 
become one of the strongest and sound
est concerns that grace the commer
cial annals of our State. Other medi
cinal specialties, in addition to the 
Gargling Oil, are beginning to claim 
the Company's attention, and of their 
great success we have as little doubt 
as we have of their intrinsic mer i t . " 

•++ 
When a hotel-guest kicked a waiter 

who served him wrong, the proprietor 
said he served him right. 
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Lecture by Col. c. C. long in Baltlmore-*-
8i anlej —Munchausen. 

Colonel Charles O. Long lectured in 
Baltimore a few nights ago, at an en
tertainment given for the benefit of 
the sufferers by fever in Savannah. 
Col. Long is a native of Somerset 
county, Md., and was for seven years 
in the army of Egypt, and an explorer 
of Equatorial Africa. He was intro
duced by Gen. Felix Angus, of the 
French Benevolent Society. He wore 
his order for distinguished services, 
conferred by the Khedive, and spoke 
at a table covered witn a magnificent 
leopard's skin, presented to him by 
M'Tse. one of the native kings in cen
tral Africa. On the fiat which formed 
the background ot the stage was hung 
a map, on which was traced the route 
of the travelers from the lakes on the 
equator, which form the source of the 
Nile to the mouth of the river. 

The Colonel prefaced his lecture by 
a brief sketch of Egypt and its present 
Khedive, and the improvements which 
had been inaugurated, and touched up
on the discoveries of Sir Samuel Baker, 
Grant, Speke, and Mr. Stanley. In 
speaking of the latter he said: 

Mr. Stanley, the Anglo American ex
plorer of the London Telegraph and 
New York Herald, went to Lake Victo
ria ten months after I had sailed upon 
its waters. His circumnavigation of 
the lake is creditable to his energy and 
perseverance, but his exagerated pre 
tentions while they have provoked 
contempt from the public, have been 
aptly termed, even by a friendly press, 
vulgar, and in bad taste. In his ardor 
for reputation he speaks of an army 
of 100,000 men, and of a population of 
millions in Uganda, that have no ex
istence save in his letters to the Her
ald. I leave you to judge of the quali
ty of his conversion of my savage 
friend King M'Tse, to Christianity by 
a present of the Ten Commandments, 
when my friend Levant, who has since 
been masacred by a hostile tribe, re
ports tha t after Stanley had left Ugan
da, M'Tse, in order to show his accu
racy of aim, leveled his gun at one of 
his wives and blew her brains out. It 
is not my purpose to discuss his pre
tended discovery of a white r a c e -
destined, perhaps, to take rank among 
the discoveries recorded in the tales of 
Baron Munchausen. 

On the 21st of March, 1874, the Col
onel took his departure from Cairo for 
Soudan, the objective point being Gon-
dokoro, the prospective seat of the 
Government which the Khedive de
sired to establish. The journey to Kar-
thomn consumed twenty days, and 
from thence 1,500 miles to Gondokoro. 
The days of steamboat-journeyiug were 
on the wateis of the White Nile, 
through vegetation that threatened to 
bar the way, and on each side were 
fetid marshes, rank with poisonous 
odors, upon whose treacherous surface 
wander great troops of elephants and 
wild Buffalo. On the arrival of the 
expedition at Gondokoro, 3,500 miles 
from Cairo, the party separated, the 
Chief and the greater part of the men 
returning to Cairo, leaving Col. Long 
with two soldiers and the servants to 
penetrate the iwilderness to Victoria 
Nyanza. The first 000 miles of the 
route must be traversed on horses, 
through a bog and jungle so nearly im
penetrable that the travelers were 
forced at times to cut their way through 
step by step. On the 20th of June the 
explorers arrived at the palace of King 
M'Tse, of Uganda, and were received 
with hospitality, and the worthy po
tentate, to show his appreciation of 
his guests, caused thir ty slaves to be 
sacrificed in their honor. After this 
horrible welcome, the King extended 
the courtesy of an escort round Lake 
Victoria, and made numerous presents 
to the "White Prince," as the Colonel 
was called, and the party took their de
parture. Shortly after leaving their 
hosts they encountered a band of hos
tile savages sent by Kaba Rega to in
tercept and massacre the explorers. 
The story of the battle that ensued is 
best told in the Colonel s own words : 

The morning of the 17th of August 
dawned, and a grateful sun, though 
fiery hot, awoke us from a fatigued 
slumber. Hastily swallowing the rel
ics of our repast of the night before, 
we embarked ourselves in our two 
boats, the openings of which we had 
stopped with weeds and rags. At 10 
o'clock we left the shore, and about 
midday attempted to gain the opposite 
shore from which Mcooli were plainly 
to be seen. Shots were fired in the 
air in order to announce our arrival, 
as agreed upon. There was no reply. 
Evidently Selim had not arrived. At 
the same moment, to my horror and 
surprise, I espied, hid in the thick 
mass of papyrus that lines the shore, 
the sinister faces of armed men, whose 
well-filled boats were bristling with 
lances, who now, with wild yells and 
the beating of the Nogarrah, or war-
dance, deployed into the stream. I t 
meant war. A hurried word of cau
tion and command to every man caused 
the boats to drift down with the cur
rent, and tied quickly together to give 
steadiness and security. The iron 
cases, ten in number, were quickly 
placed in barricade, and our fortunate
ly good stock of cartridges arranged in 
convenient place for action. The two 
Snyders of my men and my Reilly ele
phant, with explosive shell, and three 
revolvers, though splendid arms, 
seemed yet but idle weapons against 
at least 500 savages, who, confident, 
now advanced to the attack in at
tempting to surround me. These were 
the men of Kaba Rega, King of Unyo-
ro, the same who in June of 1872. at
tacked and defeated Sir Samuel Baker 

who spoke a l i t t le broken Arabic, an
nounced to me t ha t he had been sent 
by Kaba Rega to kill m e ; that they 
had awaited iny coming for days ; au-
ding that " i t is useless for you to re
s is t ; the fishes will eat you at sun
down." With shouts of defiance they 
renewed their war song, amid a horrid 
din of drums and horns, their hideous 
faces illuminated with savage glee at 
the prospect of blood and murder. 

Abd El Rahman, no longer able to 
restrain his excitement, threw up his 
rifle to shoot. When, throwing off the 
horror of our position that seemed to 
paralyze further effort, I ciied, "If 
you shoot, I'll kiU you," his arm fell 
immediately in obedience. Raising my 
elephant-gun several times only to re
ceive the insulting jeers of the defiant 
Mtongoli chief, I planted finally in his 
breast an explosive ball that , busting 
there, seemed to let out his life-blood. 
All at once, and dripping in go: e, he 
fell over on his comrades, and in doing 
so, capsized them' all in the stream. 
Resting* our guns upon the barricade of 
cases, our firing was quick and accu
rate . Crowding together, or capsized 
in one struggling mass in the deep riv
er, that here was almost 1,000 yards 
wide, but few of their spears could 
reach us, while they became an easy 
target to our shots, that tore into their 
boats, or bursting in their naked bod
ies, cariied consternation and terror, 
where only a moment before a hellish 
desire for massacre animated them in 
their fiendish glee. Unperceived by 
me, and protected by adatached island 
of papyrus that floated by, a savage 
had endeavored to close with us. My 
servant Adam, who saw his deadly 
lance raised close to my head, as en
veloped in smoke I was directing my 
fire elsewhere, seized one of the re-
volveis placed for close action, and fir
ing I received the shot in my face, and 
fell senseless and bleeding behind the 
case that had served me as a rest and 
barrier. Although an ugly wound, I 
soon gained consciousness, and in the 
course of two hours the greater part 
of the savages had reached the shore, 
folio Aring us until sundown. We 
learned afterwards, through Kaba Re
ga himself, who sent straws to denote 
the number of his loss, that eighty-
four had been either drowned or killed 
including two of his greatest sheiks. 

Her Sweetheart. 

The Jackson (Tenn.) Sun vouches for 
the t ruth of the following: During 
the war there lived in the vicinity of 
this city a solitary maiden of sixteen 
summers, who ha-l no one to protect 
her against the rude buffets of the 
world. If any flowei of affection had 
ever warmed and beautified her maiden 
heart, it bloomed in secret and wast
ed its sweetness on the desert air. At 
that time which "tr ied men's souls," 
she coutinued to live alone, unterrified 
by the evils of civil war. One day, 
while this city was occupied by Fed
eral troops, a soldier went into her po
tato patch and commenced helping 
himself to the potatoes. 

She soon discovered his presence, 
and, rushing out, she screamed in a 
high, sulky key: 

"Get out of my potato patch, you 
vagabond!" 

Soldier—"I shan't do i t ; your sons 
are in the army fighting against us 
now, and I am going to have all the po
tatoes I want ." 

Maid—"You'r a l iar ." 
Soldier—"Well, if your sons ain' t 

your husband is, and I 'm going to have 
these potatoes." 

Maid—"You're a liar, s i r ; I 've got 
no husband." 

Soldier—"Well, if your husband 
ain ' t your sweetheart i s . " 

Maid—"Well, I declare (softening), 
who told you I had a sweetheart ?" 

Soldier—"Never mind." 
Maid—"Well, I reckon you can have 

a few potatoes, but don't take more'n 
you want for your own use ." 

A Vicious System and its Results. 
From the Chicago Tribune. 

All merchants who have bought 
goods in this market are aware that in 
almost every line of trade there are 
various discounts allowed upon price-
lists, according to amount purchased, 
time of payment, kind of goods, etc., 
etc. In many branches of trade are 
combinations among manufacturers to 
fix discounts so that they will be uni
form, but there is scarcely a shadow 
of doubt that there is a wholesale sys
tem of cheating in these discounts 
which places the dishonest upon a bet
ter footing with purchasers than the 
honest. This is done in various ways. 
Recently a manufacturer was asked by 
the Supply Agent of a certain railroad 
to make a bid for a particular article 
of hardware. He gave his price, 
which was the lowest allowed by the 
terms of compact between all the man
ufacturers of the article required. He 
was told tha t another merchant could 
sell i t a t a less price, and, on investi
gating the matter, found that i t was 
true, though the bills were made out 
at regular rates. The trick was to 
give credit "by e r ro r" so much, and 
thus reduce the price. Again, in an
other case, a dry-goods firm was de
tected in paying a cash commission to 
a buyer after selling the goods at an 
apparently low-down price. The man
ufacturers who enter into combina
tions often find that somebody is cheat
ing, and cheating is always traced to 
the discount system. 

» « • 

"How is i t . then, my friend, that , 
while you say tha t no one is so dead a 
shot as yourself, you never bag any
th ing?" "Simply because when I go 
out shooting I never pull the t r igger ." 
" A h ! And why ?" "Why, i t would be 
sheer butchery."—French paper. 

MARKTWAIN. *# 

A Visit to His House in Hartford—His Sing* 
ular Behavior. '' 

The New York Sun has the follow 
ing extract from a private let ter to a 
gentleman in New York c i ty : 

HARTFORD, Oct. 18. I called yester
day upon our old friend Clemens, bet
ter known to the public? as Mark Twain, 
for the purpose of ascertaining t h e 
t ru th of certain stories which have 
reached me of late regarding the pres
ent condition of his fine mind. 

Clemens lives in a surprising house 
Farmington avenue, in the outskirts of 
the city. The resources of taste and 
wealth have been lavished upon th is 
residence, and the result is a struc
ture architecturally midway between 
mediaeval church and a modern game 
of base-ball. Herein Mark lives the 
elegant life of a man of leisure, cut
ting coupons, smoking long and strong 
pipes fiom morning to night, and 
drinking lager beer, which he buys by 
the keg, and often. 

I was shown into the library, the ap
pointments of which are characteristic 
of the owner's originality. The t in ts 
are all neutral and the furniture of the 
homeliest and plainest description. On 
the study-table tood a plaster bust of 
John Calvin, on whose face somebody 
had inked a goatee and festooned mous
taches. The charm of the room is in 
the immense open fire-place, where 
generous logs were burning upon old-
fashioned brass andirons. The man-
tlepiece is of heavy black-oak, pur
chased by Mr. Clemens in England. 
Over the fireplace is a brass plate, on 
which the following inscription is en 
graved in old English text . 

"A HANDSOME MAX IS THE 0 R : N A J I E X T OF: 
HIS OWN HOC&E " : 

While I was reading this legend our 
friend came in. He is as tall and as 
sad-eyed as ever. The unequal dispo
sition of flesh upon his face, which is 
pulpy in places, and lean in others, 
tells of the struggle for supremacy tha t 
is going on between his tissues be
tween the fat-producing beer and the 
fat-destroying tobacco. The tobacco 
appears to be getting the better of the 
beer. 

Clemens came in, wearing a long 
dressing-gown of sombre hue, and af
ter glancing furtively around the room, 
advanced and took my hand. -'Hush !" 
he said. "You must go instantly. We 
are observed. Do you not hear thei r 
deris've laughter ? Fly, my friend, fly 
at once!" 

"They are not laughing at u s , " I re
plied, humoring his strange fancy. 
"They are laughing over jour books— 
your jokes." 

"Now look here, pard ," he said, lay
ing his sinewy hand upon my shoulder 
and dragging me toward the door. 
"That was a million, ten million years 
ago. I know the humorous laugh, and 
I know the political laugh. Escape 
without delay. If they capture us 
here together they will make you pres
ident and me inspector of elections for 
this ward." 

I tried to soothe him, but in vain. 
"There was a time, ages and ages 

now gone by ," he continued, gazing 
abstractedly into the fire, "when i t 
was my ambition to be inspector of 
elections for this ward. I worked for 
i t ; I pulled wires for i t : I prevaricat
ed, aye, falsehooded, to compass i t . 
They promised to make me inspector 
ot elections if I would preside at a po
litical meeting in Hartford—a town on 
the Connecticut river—and make a 
funny speech. Ha! I hear their fiend
ish laughter still. I t has rung in my 
ears these centuries. They gave the 
place to another man. I staked my 
soul and lost i t . You come here to jeer 
at me, to scoff! But I am a desperate 
man. See h e r e ! " 

He seiezd the tongs and with one 
powerful blow scattered Johg Calvin 
into a thousand fragments, Then he 
turned on me. Seeing that i t was use
less to reason with him in his present 
frame of mind, I fled. 

Clemens had done many things late
ly which give his friends natural 
alarm. Last week he hoisted a little 
flag of black crape on each of the nu
merous lightning-rods which adorn his 
mansion. Last Sunday he walked 
slowly up the aisle of the Rev. Mr. 
TwichelPs church, stood a moment be
fore the desk, and then turned and 
fled, uttering piercing shrieks. Yes
terday he attended a match game of 
the California Polo players, who are 
exhibiting at the trotting park, insist
ing on mounting an almost unmanage
able mustang, known as the "bucking 
horse ," and rode wildly up and down 
Asylum street shouting, " W o e ! woe 
unto I s rae l ! " His actions are espec
ially queer at or near the full of the 
moon. 

Rome Sentinel: A good Roman ma
tron was delighted on Sunday because 
her husband looked so serious during 
the sermon, but his convictions turned 
ed out to be nothing but symptoms of 
cholera morbus, she was obliged to 
forego the pleasure of reading tracts 
to him, and to content herself wi th 
building a fire and making a mustard 
poultice. 

In t ime of great political excitement 
when Johnnie's Republican father of
ten spoke against the politics of his 
little cousin Bennie's Democratic 
father, the former was one night in 
doubt about the propriety of praying 
for the latter, but a t last he deter
mined to keep his little friend in his 
prayer, and closed by saying, "and 
bless Cousin Bennie. if his father is a 
Democrat!" 


