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KECORD OF Tills NEWS. ystem now being in process ol disintegration, 
and although the season lor planting is at 

Another Great Dam Disaster, hut no Loss of b a n d already, planteis aie unable, as hereto 
I»l(e« foie, to obtain advances ot money fiom mer 

The dam of the Staffordsville, Corn., oh»»t" "<* factors, and th's disastrous con 
reservoir gave way on the morniog oi the d i t , o n o l »£a'ra, they said would con;inue un 
26th, causing the village fe-rial damage. The 4 i l S 0 J a e Bt»ble system ol government shall 
railroad height house and all the cats were b»v e been established. In short, business-s 
•wept away, leaving only the passenger depot. Par*lyzed, and credit almost entirely destroy-
The Stafford National Bank, Congregational e d tbrougont the Slate in consequence ot its 
chu'eh and about fifteen other buildings have pre-ent unsettled condition. Another iea~on 
been washed away. The damage to the rail- 0 f speedy action urged by those gentlemen 
road traoh is very heavy. The flood came w a s t D a t carpet-baggers and others iuler-sl-d 
upon the \Uage suddenly, and its effects in the ptrj 2tuation oi the Chamberlain rule 
have been disastrous. Three miles oi rail- w e r e constantly inciting riots and disafiecion, 
road track are washed away. The damage an<* ^ e m o s t sssidious care and forbearance 
was at fiiut estimated at two million dollars h a d t o he exeicised to prevent open breaches 
bat later repoits indicate that 9350,000 will ofthe public peace, the ever-present darger 
cover the loss. The reservoir was about a heing that they might become general throngh-
mile and one quarter long, and averaged a o a * t n e Slate. Instances and iilustialions of 
quarter of a mile in width. The dam was i^3 P*«caiiou* condition ok affairs were pre 
about thiily feet h'gb, but shon, the bed of sented to the President with some particuia 
the stream being narrow for some distance t T *** deta'1. 
below "™-- —' - " 

Peace in Euiope, Perhaps. 
The water is the head of the 

Williamatio river. Six years ago a 

I™ z^:^zTzf°2^:. th"rffifaiKarunced in jjondon 
3ent addition of six feet to the h*i*M t t h f *"*oloco1 h a i b e e n s ^ n e d - A L™*°* 

Times leader says: We cannot but see that 
The recent addition of s'x feet to the height 
of the dam was never liked by the residents 
of the valley, and it is said the owners had 
donbts ot the safety ot the work, for they 
have never since it was finished allowed the 
reservoir to raise to its full height. They put 
in immense cast iron warte pip->s four feet in 
diameter to carry off the surplus, and the 
filling of the leseivoir was owing to a heavy 
*all of rain; and not because of any intention 
o' the owners to fill the reservoir. The body 
of water covered abeut 200 acres. At the first 
te-jt the dam went to pieces, as had b-en 
prophesied by those who said it was made ot 
C-ozen gravel and built too hnstitly. A leak 
was d'tcoveied on Monday. Workmen were 
busy all day and night filling in about the 
waste pipe. Their efforts were useless. At 
half past five o'clock in th» morning the work 
was abandoned. The water then gained so 
rapidly that in a lew minutes the pipe was 
shot out of its place, the 
dam opened and the flood started 
E. C. Pinney, of the GlenviUe Manufactur­
ing Company, mounted a horse and rode at 
the head of the flood to wain the inhabitants 
In the valley. The water, which grew greater 
by absorption of the successive ponds as each 
lower dam was cauied off, moved at the rate 
of five miles an hour, and irom the time ot 
Finney's warning up to the airival of the 
water r ^ople were busy in mov'ng their pro­
pel ty. But little was rescued. When the 
wa'er bu*st out ot the reservoir it shuck and 
carried off the side of a building OH red by 
Converse, the mill and dwelling house oi Otis 
Holbrook, and two budges, it leit Batch's* 
mill unhurt. Taming with the channel it 
destsoyed Amidon's machine shop and eev-
eial tenement house''. Then the dams of the 
Phcen'x company, Howe company and 
the YaPey conip ny we-e torn away, though 
the mil's were not hml. Glowing 
greater, the volume of water reaching 
Sbffoid Hollow, tore away the iion 
bi'dge, g-istmi'l and sevev.il old bridges. 
Making a new channel, u cut through the 
l>ighway a pass ge 25 feet deep, sp ie l ing 
over the meadow below theie, b^twasgather-
ercd n'0t'<n at halt a nrie above tl.e borough of 
Stafford's Spiings. Hete it canied off the 
Glen company's dams, but the nr'llsand 
tenements escaped. From here a mass 
about tlii ty )eet h"sh, made up of debris 
as much as of w-ter came rollirg down to 
the dam ot the ConveiseviPe company. Tne 
p^op'e, who h:.d gatheied in very Jaige num-
tais, poted lite crazy persons, and in some 
cases had to be carried to places of salety. 
The Conveise mj'l was not deStioyed, but the 
dam went, and aisj the oam of the Granite 
m'lls. The accident is a teiuble b'ow upon 
the valley. About one thousand hands are 
thrown out of work, and the industi ies are sad-
lv crippled. 

Speeches by Wade Hampton. 

toiy." At Richmond 6,000 people greeted 
him with music, enron and liie woiks. He 
spoke as follows: "The peop'e of South Car­
ol ina aie in ea> nee 1. We have 11 if d compro­
mise in vain, so last all we planted our feet 
fiimly on the cons.ilui.ion, and began the bat­
tle for our rghls. We rememlejcdtbat our's 
was one of the original 13 States, and strong 
men and noble women joined hands in the 
struggle, declaring by Aimighly God they 
would saciiBee everything to win. |Cheers, 
and a voice, "And you d:dwi'n."| Yes my 
friends, we did win. You cannot imagine 
what those people bad to bear to win their 
constitutional victory, but they won, and 
fully 20,000 coloied men co-opeialed with 
them, and now thousands and tens of thous­
ands ot coloied men are p ying taxes to my 
government. fCheers.J And now all we ask, 
is that the federal troops la withdrawn from 
the State- House of South Carolina, the only 
place in the St-le where my authority is rot 
respected. Smd the soldieis to the ba'iacks, 
where they r^lorg, and leave the government 
of that Sfa e to men who are strong enough to 
sustain it. My people tell me to hold on,and 
EO lon3 as they have the right to give me 
Buch advice, so help me God I v. HI hold on." 
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Turkey is in tne background; behind all 
these fair avangemeuts of the powers so 
much depends on what the Porle will do or 
decline to do, and Russian disarmament is 
promised in expectation of so many things 
which may not c sPy be fulfilled. On the 
contrary, the dominant feebrg in Constanti­
nople is still defiance. In the picsent tamper 
of the two empires the suggestion t->at nego­
tiations for common disa» mament io be car­
ried on by a Tml-ish delegafe at St. Peters­
burg, does not appear promising. It may be 
s .id the success or failure of this new attempt 
at pacification must t3 decided at Constunti-
nop'e. The government is in the chcum-
stances mlly justified in sending out Mr. 
Layard. The Tuiks are full of animosity 
ag~in3t Rursia and dist'ust ot Russia's seem 
ingabeltoisandmay be even less re sonable 
than three months ago. Many interpret Rus­
sia's oveitu'cs as s'gns of pusillanimity and 
weakness. Layaid has had the experience 0/ 
the Tuiks, and peihpps there is no English­
man to whom tbey would more readily listen 
than to h'm and to the other ambassadors 
we must look to impiess on the Porte the 
pendency of doing nothing which may be 
leprescnted rs nuHiiyrog the protocol." 

California Crops. 
Crop reports from all prominent 

pa'.3 in the interior ot Ca<i>'ornia a*e less >a-
voiable than previous repoits have indicated. 
In Saciamento Valley, where a good yi*»ldhad 
been anticipated, m*ldew has made i's appear­
ance to such an extent as to cause seiious 
alaim. K is lepoited throughout the gre..t 
gja'n-j, owing counties oi Colusa, Yolo a^d 
Solano. Othorw'se the piosiscts in tbit 
section of the Siate aie st'U good, though 
w.»nt ot lain te beaming lo be .elt, cspeciJiy 
lor late sovwi wheat. The coa't counties 
noithoi S.tn Fianc'sco aie looking wel', al­
though u s t ;s lepoit-Ml in some locu'Ilies 
In the lower portion oi San Joaquin Va"ey 
tbecop''are in good condition, but l»gher 
up the river and in Los Angers Vai'ey th^e 
wi'l be but 'iLleiaiscd rxtapt on coixii^atcd 
land. 

A Proposition of South Carol in i Ra 
publicans. 

Gov. Chambeilain and Senators 
Pattexoon and Corb)n have piopos?d to the 
Pies'dent that acomm's ion Oi five j-"isons 
be appointed to envass theie u is of tue last 
election »»nd dcclaie who was elected Govein-
orard Lieat. Gove.jor and a1,;o wno were 
elccicd membeis of the L"g'slatu e. Taey 
p opo~e lb' ca plars 0' appoirfng the com-
miss'on as follows: F is.—A commission 
shall be anpo'n'cd by the P,ea;dent oithe 
United Stages ra such a manner as be shaH 
deem beet; or, Second—1 »vo \ ^ song sbaiI be 
chosen by '•ach pauy 1 esp^clively,wh'ch per-

While en roule to Washington Wade s o l ? 3 » ^ : t i l t h e Ch'ef Justice of the Ur't-d 
Hnmpton was giceted by a la-ge crowd at S S * j ' fMU c o ^ l l " a e " ^ comm-»on; o», 
Wilmington, N. C , and spoke ad follows: Thud-1^0 ne.sojs soaH be chosen by each 

My / iends, I go lo Wa-hington simply to P ^ 7 » « P f ^ e>/» afd a fi, ^ I *̂son shall be 
state be-'ore the Prescient the met that the diawn b/tne o.her lou., by lotor otner,v;se, 
people of South Caolina have elected me « they may deem besl. 
Goveinor ot that St_te. I go theie to say to Me de er Convicedat ManfcarD. 
him that we ask no recognition lrom any A dasLaldly murder was committed 
Pres.dent. We cla'm the recognition from in Mcdo, Blue Ea>th connty, M'n-.^ola, some 
the votes otthe peopleoftheState I gotheie two y e^ r e 8 3 0 M,-g. J a n e Q l l b e , t ft ; - d o w 

to assure him that we are not fi3hlingfor Jady being the vie Jm. She wrs si.t-gnear 
paiIT, but that we a e figh.mg for the good her window sewing about 10 o'clock in the 
of the whole country. Iain going there to evening, with no one tve;ent except her son, 
demand our right- nothing les*, so help me t w e l T < . y e a , , 0 i d w h e n t h e mT,.d-ier apl 
God, to take nothing less. I go to tell him p ,0 .ched within about e 3htcrn 1-et of the 
the conduion that Sooth Caioima has been w;„dowand dtscba-gedat her a gun heavi'y 
ID lor years past, and that our people have ] o „ d e d . She was ins^ntly k'lled. Susnicion 
been under d-sadvantages never encountered a t P E C e l c l l o p o n C D e And ew A. We-ton, a 
by any people on the continent; that they Deishbor who had been sued by M 1. G. lor 
c. 111-d the election, weie success,ol, and that slander, which suit was stiH ponding. He 
heypropo-e^toenioytbehaus ot ther vie- was anested and indicted, and his t i i . lcom-

T H E P R E S I D E N T I A L COTJ.NT. 

Tte Pledges Made for P-esident Hayoj. 
John Young Brown of Kentucky.has 

by consent of the writers made public the let­
ters oi Stanley Matthews and Chas. G. Foster 
of Ohio, whereby fillibustering was p'-evented 
and the Presidential count completed. The 
following are extracts irom Brown's letter, ex­
plaining how the letters came to be*written • 

0^ the 26th ot Febtuary last I sent a page 
from the House of Repiesenl-iives to the Sen­
ate Chamber Tor mv distinguished friend 
General Goidon, and he came over in a few 
minutes. I told him that I want2d an inter­
view with Hon. Charles Foster, at which I de­
sired his presence. I outlined to General 
Gordon what I intended to say to Mr. Foster, 
and he said he would with pleasure accom­
pany me. We found Mr. Foster in the room 
of the commit* ?e on appropria.ions. No one 

Wade Hamp'TO Ca'ls on the P»e 4dent. 
Wade Hampton, Senator Gordon and 

Attorney Gene ji Conner, of South Carolina, 
call?d upon the Prcs'dent at the apjrntcd 
time on the 29.b, and lunched with h!m. 
The conversation in the inteiview which fol­
lowed was of a <iee and general character. Ii 
lelatedp'Jn-ailytotle que' on as to the 
probable condHion o< tte uate in case the 
tioops should be withdrawn. Thepo'nts 
urged by Governor Hampton and his friends 
we. e as iollows : Fi^t, they c1 aimed that 
Iheieis an 'mpei. live necess'ty for speedy 
actio J , in the planting intsie^i^ of South C'r-
olinaare n absolotedanger oi .destruction by 
the present unsettled state oiafT in , the labor 

menced at Mankato, March 25ih, and con­
cluded on the COth by a verdict of "Guilty." 

Another Railroad Combination. 

The N. T. Times of A p r l 1st says: 
Messrs. Vanderbilt, Jewett and Scott, of the 
New Yoik Central, Eiie and Pennsylvania 
railroads, held a seciet meeting in the G>and 
Cenlial depot Saturday auernoon. They ac­
knowledge that they have come to an under­
standing, but re u ê to give the p-iliculais. 
It's asseued, however, on good authoiity 
they have j'mmed an alliance offensive and 
de ensive against the Baltimore & Ohio rail­
road. Another repoit says measuies weie 
adopted to instruct agents to make contracts 
at same rates for freight as Bal imore & Onio 
railro-d, and i* necessary lower. 

American Officers Abroad. 
There i s a great scandal in Shanghai, 

China, cu£cd by publ:c charges made by the 
United States Consul G^neial against Geo-ge 
D. Seward, his piedececcor in office. He 
cated Seward of various ci'mes and misde-
me-nor3, p^riicn'iily in the Jiter^lion ot a 
pirate and a mnrdcrer irom crstody for a 
bribe of 17,000. Tnepfhvr causes much ex-
citsmont, pnd has been made the subject of 
discourses irom the pclrit. The document 
Kfi sent to Wnhington ior invest:^at'on. 

The Mystery Explained. 
A. Oakev Hall, the miss'og, ex-May­

or of New York has arrived in Liverpool. He 
sailed from Eostm on the 17th in the steam-
Sb'p Vicoila. The vessel is a weight steam­
er and h e w n the only pp'sencer. He was 
book-d as W. E. Sutcl'ff and when he was 
called by his rijlit name in Ive.pool he iu-
sipted that be v.asnot Hall but Suttliff. It ?S 
generally believed in New York that he f id 
ow'ng to coming. *"ng developments connected 
with Tweed's release and Sweeny's Uial. 

speecn advocated the mflexible execution of 
the electoral bill; had staled in the Demo­
cratic caucus that I wotfd so vote if I were ths 
only man lrom the South to do BO; that the 
vote was approved by my judgment ;that I felt 
under the obligations oi honorto Si.and by the 
result, bitter as it wss, *celing that the situa­
tion was not chargeable to the electoral bill, 
bat to the majon.y of the commission, whom 
we had agreed lo tiust. I told him I had re­
ceived dispatches and letters from cherished 
and trusted hiends, conveying most emphat­
ic remorsuance against my course, but that, 
with my convictions about the question, it a 
petition signed by every voter in my dishict 
should be fcent lo me requesting me to sup-
poit the dilatory motions, it would not bv n 
hair alter my purpose. I sJd to him that 
theie wa<5 but one thing wh!ch would change 
me, and it wai ii I thought by voting to com­
plete the count wbich was to lemlt in the in­
auguration of Mr. Haye% I would be aiding, 
dnectlyor indi*c(Jy, in perpetuating the 
usp nations of Packard and Chamberlain in 
the bkues ot Louisiana and Sonth Crolina, 1 
would reveise my action, and do my very 
utmost to deeit the execution of the bill re-
gaidbrs of consequences, calamitous to the 
country as I beMeved they wouid L?. 

I The' lesnlt of this inteiview was that Fos­
ter and other Republicans eon'ened together 
and the next morning Foster brought him an 
unsigned letter as he | Brown J insisted on 
wiiUen pledges. B-own m?de some changes 
in the d- ait and his letter cont'nues: | 

In an hour I went to h's desk and he de­
livered me a letter s;gned by b'mselt and 
Matthews. I observed thet it was in a diffei-
ent handwiit'ng, lead it hastM*, and <eo>a<ic­
ed that it conta \ied some eenp'-alitbs I did 
not like. He replied that Jir. Mathews bad 
10-wii'tenit, and added, "Biown, it is in­
tended to cover the whole ca«e, and I can 
promise you there will be no doubt about the 
lulfillment of a'l the rvu<'Aiices I have given 
you." 1 not'ced tne orr*!~rl Jeiter on h's 
d^k, andsrid, "sigitL»'salvo,"and he le-
plied, "CerU'niv, with p'e^sure," As I was 
ie. vlng he cJleu me b_CK and told me the 
President Gr?nt would, a3 soon PT the conn 
was completed, issue a certain oidei 
to Geneial Au^ur in Louisu^a. He vc-
que^ed me not to menfon this L,ct for sev-
eial days, but expio^ly g. ve me pe m"' s'on 
io make any use 0 the lexers I mig it desire. 
The older ie eued to wrs î -iued bv Piesident 
G .vi>*. I gave cop'ci ot t je letfeis to Mes >rs. 
Ls?y, h'l'-s aid Lu ke, ol Lou <*nra, and to 
Genera" M. C. But'ev, of Sout'a Ca ol«ra, wit»i 
an!ho ky lo u«;e them whenever t jev pieced. 
When 1 saw that the Democratie vioioiy so 
<«.i ly won wai los1, my deepest concern was 
for mv soff̂ ' *n-» Southoin cornt>ymen. To 
co LI bute lo t .eir de'ivetance lioin bondage 
was the pa~sionate aspiVion o<mvheait. 
Hrd I bpl'evea that the policy of Have*3 if in-
au^oidted, would not ie leve lh<ma liom ha'e-
»ti> a^d unrepublican supervision by thea 4 iy, 
and the lurther plundering and oppvess'on % 
men al'en to I hem in b»tu and svmpatbrs, I 
should never have voteda31 did. "Hor.Clmies 
Fester secured the inauguration of President 
Hayes. 

Lut for bis speech and these letten the le-
sult would never have been leached. Tne 
conveisj.tionp.nd contenls oi the letter weie 
made known to many. The confidence ol the 
Demociats in him and in bis authoiiz.„tion to 
say what he did, composed the lepie^en+a-
lives,and caused tnem to renrain nnsnaken lo 
do wnat they thought was liqht am;d the 
stoim that was ragtug around tnem, and in 
the )?ce of the eamest remonstrrnc<»s ot the • 
constituents If a Jew had falleied the panic 
would have been generi1; the work ot tl -• 
commission would have been iiuitless, a I 
be ore Ibis t'me, in my opinion, a huiricane 
of war would have L ên sweep»rg over the 
'and. Hopa deiened ha5" sickenea the heait' 
ot Southein men. I do not understand nor 
dolappicu'atelfaede'py of President H?y"". 
He ouj,ht not to hesit„te. The whole couuti y 
exr cled th»s gieat and good work at b>s 
hand. 

THE LETTERS. 
House ol Representatives, Wa«»hin'?on, 

D. C , Feb. 26, 1877.—Genll-mcn: £e.eiiing 
lo.he conveisal'on br.d with you yesterday, 
in which Gov. Hayes'policy es to the status 
ot ceilam Southern States was discussed, we 
desire to say in reply that we assure you ra 
the strongest possiolemanner ot our g»eat de-
s'ie to have adop' ed such a policy as wi'l Rive 
lo the p«onle of the St t»s of South Carolina 
and Louisiana the right to control their own 
affai-s in their own way, and to say lurther 
that we icel authoiiz-'d, nom an acquaintance 
and knowledge ot Governor Hayes, and ins 
views on the qu*»st!0", to pledge oni,s''lves to 
you for him tuat such wih be his policy. 

I Signed. I CHARLES FOOTER. 
To Hon. Johu Young Biown and Hon. John 

B. Go* don. 
Washington, Feb. 26, 1877.—Gentlemen: 

Reioirng lo the couveiaation ha<i with you 
yesterday, in which Gov. Hayes' policy as to 
thes^'usotce ta'nSouth'n St.ues wai d?s-
cu^ id, we desire to say we can assure you, in 
the strongest porsib'e manner, of our great de­
sire to have him adoit such a policy as will 
give to the people of tbe St .le of South Car­
olina and Lju'siaoa the light to control their 
own aflj'isin their own wav, subject only to 
the con"ihulion of the United SJia and the 
laws made in pursuance thereof, and to say 
lunher that noman acquaintance with and 
knowledge of Gov. Hayes a^d h s yiews we 
have the mo3t complete confidence that such 
will be the policy 01 his administration, 

Bespecttuily, 
I Signed I STANLEY MATTHEWS, 

CHARLES FOSTER. 
To Hon. John B. Gordon and John Young 

Bi own. 
FOSTER INTERVIEWED. 

Foster has neen interviewed and says : 
We had no authority to make a compact 

brad;ng Gov. Hayes, and we distinctly Stated 
the impropiiety and indelicacy of making 
such a compr >t at the t''me and under the cir­
cumstances. Tl at let er was the result of a 
conveisation I bad with Brown, in which he 
?ssed for wii'tsn a^u'-ancs ior Irs lutnre 
justification. He d'stract'y S* jl»»d that he did 
not rsk tb's as a condition of carrvipg out the 
piovis'ons ot the e'ectoral bi'l; that he re­
garded that ai a matter of p Taora* honor and 
tuat no power could coerce him to do 
otherwise than fa'thfuliy stand bvthe pro-
v'siors of the bill. He asked lint "the pai r 
be signed by Matthews and mvselt, aLd 
b3 adare-sed to b>'m and Senator "Gordon. I 
e^pres'roda willingness to accede to his wish­
es, and the p. per was piep~rcd, signed and 
delivered. 1 have no recolieclion ot htv'ng 
any convc- ^li.m wJth Senator Gordon on the 
subject of waiting tlr's letter. 

»•» 

Snake-Charmers' Humbngs. 

r-oii llie Scientific Am r̂iwr. 
One by one science is annihilating 

every notion which ascribes to any 
person or class of persons phenomenal 
powers. Dr. Fayrer, in his splendid 
and valuable work "The Thanatophida 
of India," says that the famous East 
Indian snake-charmers are impostors, 
and that he has repeatedly detected 
them in attempting, by subtle impo­
sitions and clever acting, to delude 
lookers-on into the belief that they 
were dealing with veritable wild 
snakes, when ail the time the dancing 
cobras that made their appearance at 
the sound of the pipe were some of 
their own tame snakes, placed in cer-
ts«» opota beforehand.. 

These professional snake-catchers 
are many of them, in addition to their 
regular vocation,most expert jugglers, 
and exceedingly adroit at all kinds ef 
sleight-of-hand tricks. It is their con­
stant practice to "turn down" a few 
tame snakes in a garden hedge or 
somewhere close in the vicinity of a 
bouse they intend paying a visit to, 
ere they present themselves beiore the 
sahib, the owner of the premises ; and 
then, with every appearance of good 
faith, the rascals request permission to 
be allowed to clear the compound of 
snakes; at tbe same time stipulating 
for a reward,perhaps one rupee a head 
for every snake they succeed in catcn-
ing. If the gentleman of tbe house 
should happen to be a griffin, or new­
comer, likely enough lie will be in­
duced to lend an ear to so plausible a 
request, and at length promise these 
crafty rogues so much for each snake 
they succeed in catchiDg. Soon, to bis 
honor and amazement, hideous ser­
pents of various dimensions are pro­
duced, one irom the straw in an empty 
stall in the stables, another from the 
garden hedge, and so on; till at last, 
perhaps, the fiaud is cariied too far 
and discovered. 

Dr. Fayrer states that certain de­
scriptions of serpents—chiefly of the 
genus naja—most undoubtedly are sus­
ceptible to, and in a measure become 
fascinated on hearing musical soudis, 
" I have constantly seen," he says, 
"tame snakes in the possession of 
snake-catchers, on hearing the sound 
of the pipe, eiect themselves and sway 
their heads iiom side to side, and be­
yond a doubt show pleasure at the 
s t i a ; n; but I have never once seen a 
wild snake go through the same per-
foimance ; and I believe only tame rep­
tiles carped a'jout in baskets aud 
'broken in ' for such an exhibition LO 
conduct then1 selves. I have repeated­
ly oflered snake charmers five rupees 
to biing out from its sanctuary, by 
mejus of music, a cobra known by me 
to be 'at home,' but invariably a1! 
their efforts have been in vain. 

There are many who actually believe 
in the efiict'cy u? stoaes which, when 
applied to a snake bite, a^e supposed 
to withdi<)w the poison ;but if such a 
very simple ien?cdy were really effec­
tual, and a genuine specific.the snake-
slone cure would speedily be brought 
into vniversal use. " I t would appear, 
however, that these people really prize 
these so-called stones, for I have been 
present when money was offersd to 
them to part with one, but declined." 

Perhaps the stionqjest argument 
agaiDst this snake-stone cure is that 
these very men oiten themselves fall 
victims to tbe bite of the cobra.though 
at the time in possession of a stone 
which they assert to be capable of 
working a cure. Moreover, when these 
professional snake catchers have to 
deal with an undoubtedly wild cobra 
in lull vigor—although as a rule they 
display extraordinary p'uck, skill and 
resolution in capturing it, and on the 
first favorable opportunity will with 
wonderful quickness seize hold of and 
secure it—an attentive beholder can­
not fail to remark the extreme caution 
and walchxul management they dis­
play on first clutching hold of: the ani­
mal, their whole demf ~of and action 
diffeiing i.umistakao«y lrom the off­
hand, careless manner which they as­
sume when grasping one oE their own 
harmless specimens; and it is an un­
doubted fact that these men really 
diead the cor-s^quences of a chance 
bite from a w l d cobra quite as much 
as Other moitalsdo,andare well aware 
that nothing can withdraw the deadly 
venom from a wound, or save life, 
when once tbe deadly poison has min­
gled with the biood." But, even with 
aU the remedies as yet known, includ­
ing copious doses of brandy and ammo­
nia, and the immediate efforts of skill­
ed su'geons, it is said to be told by 
men such as Dr. Fayrer, and others 
who have devoted time and energy to 
the sublecfc, that there is almost no 
hope of saving life if the bite 
ht*s been inflicted by one of tbe most 
venomous snakes, in fuU heaHh and 
vl^or. 

We hear of mi'-acu'ons cu esu^rfoimed by 
fl 'snew princip e remedy, Dr. J. H. McLan's 
Cou«»U and Lung Hejtlirg Globules. Coughs, 
Co ĉ? and Consumption yield to its trflreece. 
Tiial Boxes 25 cents, by mail. Dr. J. H Mc 
I in, 314 Clr tnut, sheet S . Louis. 

»•« _ 
Henry Ward Eeecher h?s completed 

bis lecture tour and returned to Brooklyn -

A Celebrated Diamond. 

One of the finest brilliants in 
America, and one with a romantic 
history, is now for sale at Salt Lake. 
This stone is 1-32 of carat lighter than 
tae celebrated Tweed diamond, but 
its cutting is much better, and it is 
considered by experts to be more vai-
uab'e. I t weighs 8 1:2 carats, and is 
exactly half an inch in diameter. 

I t was for many hundred years in 
the family of an East India prince. 
This potenate presented i t to the ex-
Queen Christina of Spain, who pre­
sented it to her daughter, ex-Queen 
Isabella, on the occasion of her mar­
riage. The latter was forced to sell 
it, with many other diamonds, and it 
was bought at an auction of her dia-
monds,which was made in London,and 
it was purchased bv a St. Louis gentle­
man with about 860,000 worth of other 
diamonds. He was soon aCter offered 
$15,000 in gold for it by the Americus 
Club of New York, but he refused to 
sell i t . Subsequently i t was stolen 
from him while visiting at Saratoga 
Springs by thieves, who emploved 
what is known the umbrella game 
While alighting from the cars, a man 
sp-ead an umbrella in his face, and 
as he started back the pin w?s stolen 
from his shirt-bosom. The txick wrs 

so dexterously turned that the victim 
did not discover his loss for several 
hours. When, however, he found 
himself minus the wonderful brilliant, 
he promptly telegraphed to the daily 
papers of New York city, offering $5,-
000 reward and no questions asked. In 
twenty-four hours his pin was return­
ed, and the thieves were richer the 
amount of the reward. Afterward 
this same gentleman went to Salt Lake 
City and traded his diamond for min­
ing property valued at $22,000. The 
mine developed we'l and the lucky 
speculater realized over $60,000 from 
this investment. The miner who re­
ceived the stone was cheated out of i t 
by Chicago gamblers who sold i t to a 
ri10.~— a >>vutv. i i u u , m i/uiii s u m 1I1 J J 
the firm in Salt Lake City who now 
possess i t . 

•-•-• 
A li-ae Story. 

I t was growing dark in the city 
streets. Men and women hurried 
along, as if eager to reach comfortable 
homes; the hoises seemed to pull the 
heavy wagons with more willingness 
than usual, as if they too knew that 
the day's work was over, and enjoyed 
the prospect of lest. The lamplighters 
were going their rounds, and trying to 
make up for the lost daylight. Little 
children were saCe and warm at home. 

AJlbutone, perhaps. A little boy 
stood on the deserted sidewalk, close 
to a great window of plate glass, 
through which he gazed with rapt 
face. The picture which he looked at 
was a beautiful one. A great room 
with pointed ceiling overhead, and a 
chandelier which seemed to make real 
sunshine. Tbe walls were covered 
with fine paintings. A marble table, 
heaped with delicious food, stood near 
the centre of the room. The br ' sht 
light sLruck through the great decan­
ter, and made a big crimson stain on 
the right hand oZ a gentleman who sat 
at the table reading a newspaper. A 
large diamood ring on one finder 
seemed to wink and blink at the little 
boy ouLside. " I wish he would look 
up , " tbe child was thinking. 

But though he waited and watched, 
the man did not move for a long time. 
Then be flung the paper down, a»>d 
reached out the hand with tbe dia­
mond for a wine glass, which he filled 
and drank, never once looking towards 
the window. 

'•Please, sir ." 
That was all the boy said. He had 

stepped nom the street into the ball; 
then without shopping to knock he had' 
opened the great door which led into 
the gentleman's room. On the thres­
hold o* the saloon he stopped, fright­
ened at what he h?d done. 

"What is it my hl t 'e m»n?" 
Mr. A1 Ihur Leonard bad a pleasant 

smile, which came e«isi'y to his tend-
some face, although he looked into the 
b,-g brown eyes as if: he saw something 
there he had been looking for a great 
while. 

"You came to beg, I suppose," and 
the gentleman's hand went readily in­
to his pocket. 

"Oh, no, sir, I never thought of 
that . I wanted—I mean—please sir, I 
will go now.'" 

He moved back awkardly, but Mr. 
Leonaid stopped him with a gesture. 
The child's face interested him. His 
manner, too, at first to eager, now so 
embarrassed,bad aroused Irs cui ;osity. 

"You are cold," he sad , noticing 
that the child shivered and that bis 
garments were thin and poor. 

He rore, took the boy by the hand 
and led him to the gidte file which 
was dancing on the he?rth— a b'g, 
jolly fire, which seemed trying tol 'ght 
up the 100 n and m?ke the chandelier 
notice how b."g and blight it was. 

Mr. Leonard did not se3m lo think 
it queer for a poor h«,tle boy with 
patched clolhesto sit in one of the 
crimson satin arm chairs b'g enough 
for a throne. He d lew up one for him­
self opposite. 

"Are you hungry?" he asked. " I 
will give you something to eat, and a 
little wine will warm you up." 

"Oh, no, sir ," and the child shrank 
further back into the big chair. 

"You will tell me your name, at 
least?" 

"Yes, sir. My name is Eddie Boyn-
ton, and I am ten years old." 

" A h ! " 
Mc. Leonard was smiling now as he 

saw the boy's courage coming back. 
"You will not be angiy with me, 

s i r ? " 
"ADgry! why in the world should I 

be an^ry with you ?" 
" I didn't know but you might, sir.if 

1 said what 1 wanted to . " 
"Never fear, Eddie; I am anxious to 

know what you have to tell me . " 
The little boy stretched out his little 

thin hands, red with cold, toward the 
glowing fire, and said : 

" I work in the dye house, now, and 
get a good deal of money—a dollar a 
week." 

Mr. Leonard could hardly help laugh­
ing. The wine he had offeied the 
child cost more than that. 

" I come past this big window every 
night on my way home. I shan't 
come again, though, because we 
are going to move away. I like to 
look in here because it is so warm and 
pleasant, and because you are sitting 
here, and have eyes just like my fa 
ther 's ." 

"What a strange child," Mr. Leonard 
was thinking. 

"He was co handsome and tall ," the 
little fellow went on, looking back in­
to the firelight. "He wore nice clothes, 
too, like yours; and we lived in a great 
big house, mo3t as big as this. I used 
to sit next to bim at the table, and he 
gave me that to drink," pointing to 
tbe wine glas3. "Mother would cry 
sometime; but he would kiss her, and 
tell her that good wine would make me 
strong and handsome. One day he 
went away for a long time, and moth­
er cried all the time he was gone 
When he came back he struck at her, 
and then fell down on the floor. I 
screamed because I thought he was 
dead. The black man who drove the 
horses, came up stairs and helped 
mother to get him to lied. She sa'd he 
was »ck. He used to scream andffcht 

if anyone went near him. I t was the 
red wine that made him so, mother 
said. And then one n'ght he died, and 
there was a great funeral. After that 
mother packed up our clothes, and 
went to live where she could get some 
money. We've only two little rooms 
now. Mother sews on a machine. 
Sometimes she cries all night, I 
guess." 

He had been talking very fast, but 
stopped suddenly. 

Mr. Leonard moved uneasily. 
"This is what you wanted to tell 

m e ? " 
"Yes, sir. Every time I come by 

the window and see you sitting here, 
wondered if you had any little boy at 

home, and how he and bis mother 
would feel if you shouM die because 
of the red wine; and then the tears 
came, and EJdie Boynton slid down 
from the b'g chair, and stood beside 
Mr. Leonard, who bad turned his face 
away. Eddie wondeied if the gentle­
man was crying too. He could not see 
the b'g, brown eyes, for his head was 
drooping upon bis breast. 

" I 'm going home, now, sir. Mother 
will have my sunper aU ready and be 
trigbtened if I ' d o n ' t come horne," 
and before Mr. Leonard roused f 1 om 
his painiul reverie, the child had slip­
ped irom the warm, cheery room, pnd 
was running down the dark street, 
home to his waiting mother. 

In all the years lo come, Arlhur 
Leonard and Eddy Boynton, man and 
boy, may never meet again. The room 
in the luxurious club house is deserted; 
the fire is out. the room is dark, the 
heavy curtain drawn at the big win­
dow; but in a beautiful home the 
brown eyes l o j i lovingly at a sweet 
woman, and to the rosy boy who hanjs 
about his) neck the father .whispers: 
"God ble^s you, my child, and keep 
us from the destruction of the red 
wine." 

April Ch»Mc>c'is1ic-j. 

April, at its best, is the tenderest of 
tender salads. Its type is the first 
spear of grass. The senses—sight, 
hearing, smell—are as hungry for its 
delicate and almost spiritual tokens,as 
the cattle are for the first bite of its 
fields. How it touches one and makes 
bim both glad and sad! The voices of 
the arriving birds, the migrating 
fowls, the clouds of pigeons sweeping 
across the sky or filling the woods, tbe 
elfin horn of the first honey-bee ven­
turing abroad in the middle of the 
day, the clear piping of the little frogs 
in the marshes at sundown, the camp-
fire in the sugar-bush, the smoke seen 
afar rising over the trees, the tin^e of 
green that comes so suddenly on the 
sunny knolls and slopes, the full trans­
lucent streams, tbe waxing a id warm­
ing sun,—how these things and Others 
like them aie noted by the eager eye 
and ear ! April is my natal month, 
and I am born again into new delights 
and new surprises at each return of it.* 
Its name has an indescribable chaim 
to me. Its two syllables aie like the 
cam of the first birds—like that or 
the Phcebe-bud, or oZ the meadow 
lark. Its very snows are fertilizing, 
and are called the poor man's m?nure. 

Then its odors ! I aai thrilled by 
its fresh and indesciibable odors—the 
periume of the bursting s.od, of the 
quickened roots and rootlets, of tbe 
mold under the leaves, of the fresh 
furrows. No other month has o d e s 
like it. The west wind tbe other day 
came fiaught with a perfume that was 
to the sense of smell what a wild and 
delicate strain of music is to the ear. 
It was almost transcendental. I walk­
ed across the hill with my nose in the 
a ;r taking it in. It lasted for two days. 
I imagined it came fiom the willows 
of a d*stant swamp, whose catkins 
were affording the bees their first pol­
len,—or did i t come from much 
farther—from beyond the horison, the 
accumulated breath of innumeiable 
farms and budding forests ? The main 
characteristics of these April odors is 
theii uncloying freshness. Tbey are 
not sweet, they are oftener bitter,they 
are penetrating and lyrical. I know 
well the odors of May and June, of the 
world of meadows and orchards burst­
ing into bloom, but "they are not bo 
ineffable and immateiial and so stim-
ularing to the sense as the incense of 
April. 

* # # # * » # 
One characteristic April feature,and 

one that delights me very much, is the 
perfect emerald of the spring runs 
while the fields are yet brown and 
sere,—strips and patches of the most 
vivid velvet green on the slopes and 
in the valleys. How the eye grazes 
there and is filled and refreshed! I 
bad forgotten what a marked feature 
this was until I recently rode in at. 
open wagon for three days through a 
mountainous, pastoral country, re­
markable for its fine springs. Those 
delicious green patches are yet in my 
eye. The fountains flowed with May. 
Where no springs occurred, there 
were hints and suggestions of springs 
about the fields and by the road-side in 
the freshened grass—sometimes over­
flowing a space in the form of an actu­
al fountain. The water did not quite 
get to the surface in such places, but 
sent its influence. 

eyed and golden haired, the very in-
carnation of innocence and candor. 

After having vainly racked his 
brain to find a topic of conversation, 
the witty cavalier asked: 

"Any children, m'ss?" 

How the New*Scbool Text Bwk Bill will 
Work. 

From the St. Ptul nisp-tc"! 
There has been a general interest 

manifested since the close of the Leg­
islative session in the manner of car­
rying out the provisions of the bill for 
securing cheap text books 
to the schools of this 
State. The scheme was somewhat ex-
sonsliavfrprofessed'to doubt whether 
it could be made to work in practice. 

But the way seems now to have been 
smoothed for its operation, and all 
that remains to be done is, for the 
officials charged with its execution, to 
peiform their duty. The Dispatch, 
knowing the public desire for infor­
mation on the subject, has secured an 
interview with Mr. D. D. Merrill, and 
irom him, and other sources, learned 
the following fycts: 

The books to be supplied will be of 
the best quality. The names of the 
commissioners of revision is one suf­
ficient guaranty ol that, and the self-
interest of the contractor is another 
guaranty. 

A portion, at least, of the books can 
be had during the coming summer and 
autumn if the school district clerks 
make out and forward to the county 
superintendents the number of each 
kind of books that will be needed in 
their distiicts for the next year's sup­
ply. The people are interested in look­
ing after the matter and assisting their 
school district clerks in making out 
their requisitions, and, if possible, to 
get them in the hands of the several 
county superintendents of schools be­
fore the 15 th of April next. 

The contractor, Mr. D. D. Merrill, 
has entered upon this enterprise in 
good faith and will accomplish all that 
is promised for the benefit of the peo­
ple, if only they give it a fair trial. 
"Will the people take the books ?" is 
the question i ;ked by some. We be­
lieve they will for manifest reasons. 
These books will be bad at one-half 
price. At least fifty per cent, of the 
scholars in all our schools have to buy 
new books each year. If the old kinds 
of books are still used, these fifty per 
cent of the scholars will have to pay 
as much money for their half of the 
books as it would cost to supply the 
whole school with the new books, 
(which will certainly be equally as 
good books as those in use)^ and the 
people will not be slow to avail tuem-
selves of these advantages. 

The people will feel that when they 
make this change "that it wiU last," 
there will be no changing books with­
in districts, and the books will last 
till worn out, and the people will feel 
secure against any outside influence to 
force a change. 

For the benefit of all we append a 
list of the books the school districts 
can oider and obtain at the low prices: 

Speller, First Reader .Second Reader, 
Thiid Reader, Fourth Reader, History, 
First d a m m a r , Practical Grammar, 
Primary Aiithmetic,Tntellectual Arith­
metic, Practical Arithmetic, Primary 
Geography, Intermediate Geography. 

We presume that the State Superin­
tendent of Public Instructien will also 
furnish copy books (six numbers,) a 
word book, the "geography and history 
of Minnesota, and such other books 
as may be needed in the district 
schools. 

A successful working of this plan will 
save at least one dollar a year for each 
child attending school—an important 
item in the aggregate. I t is now the 
law, and it is certiinly obligatory on 
all to give it a Tair trial. 

Conversation at tbe Ba*'. 

Unhappy the man doomed for his 
sins to dance with a partner whom he 
doesn't know, dancing including con­
versing! He soon exhausts his brief 
series of conventiona1 phrases. "What 
a lovely evening!" "Dreadfully warm 
isn't i t?" "Do you like dancing?" and 
the like, and then is reduced to con­
versational want. Of course if he has 
talent for slander or sarcasm, he has 
the source of criticising the remainder 
of the company; but failing this, he is 
ondemed to a twenty-oyster-power 
dumbness. That is, unless he possess 
the "Happy Thougbf'-fulness of my 
friend, Anatole DutrempMn. 

The other evening Anatole Dutremp-
lin found himself at a ball, the pa tner 
of a lovely girl of seventeen, blue 

Seeking a Teacher For I-'nda. 

She was at one of tbe union school 
houses for an hour before school open­
ed. She was a tall woman, forty yea rs 
old, with a jaw showing great deter, 
mination, and Linda was sixteen.and 
rather sby, and pretty good looking. 
The mother said she hadn't been in 
the city long, and that it was her duty 
to get Linda into school, and see t'*at 
she was properly educated. When tue 
teacher came the mother boldly in­
quired:" You know how to teach, do 
you?" " I think I do," replied the 

teacher, blushing deeply. "And you 
feel competent to govern the scholais, 
do you?" "Yes 'm." "Do you pound 
'em with a ferule or lick 'em with a 
a whip?" "We seldom resort to pun­
ishment here,"replied the embarrassed 
teacher. "That 's better yet," contin­
ued the mother; " I know that If Linda 
should come home all pounded up I'd 
feel like killing some one. 

I suppose you are of a respectble 
character, ain't you?" "Why—abem 
—why " stammered the teache", 
growing white and then red. " I ex­
pect you are ," continued the woman. 
"I t ' s well enough to know who our 
children are associating with. Now, 
then, do you allow the boys and girls 
to sit together?" "No, ma'am." 
"That's right. They never used to 
when I was young, and I don't think 
Linda is anv better than I am. Now, 
another thing—do you have a beau ?" 
"Why—why " w a s t h e stammered 
reply. " I think you d o ! " resumed the 
woman severely. " I know just how 
it works. When you should be explain­
ing what an archipelago is you are 
thinking of your Richard, and your 
mind is way, way off." "But mad­
am " "Never mind any explana­
tions," interrupted the woman. " I 
want Linda brought up to know jog-
gerfy, figures, writing, ?nd spello-
grapby, and if you've got a beau and 
are spooking to the theatre one night, 
a csndy-pull the next, a horse-race the 
next, and so on, your mind can't be 
on education. Come, Linda, we'll go 
to some other school-house." 

The thirty-fourth University boat 
race in England between the Oxford and Cam 
bridge crews took place on the 24th and was 
declared a dead heat. Oxford would heve 
won but the breaking of an ou . 


