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Another Great Dam ]Eﬁ"“t“’ but no Loss of
e,

Tho dam of the Staffordsville, Corn.,
reservoir gave way on the morniog ol the
26th, causing the village fe.rinl damage. The
railroad freight house and all the cavs were
swept away, leaving only the passepger depos.
The Stafford National Bank, Congregational
church and about fi.teen other buildings have
Leen washed away. The damage to the rail.
road track i8 very heavy. The flood came
upon the v'llage suddenly, and its effects
have been disastrons. Three miles of rail-
road track are washed away, The damage
was at fir.t estimated at two million dollars
bat later repoits judicate that $350,000 w:ll
cover the loss. The reservoir was abouta
mile and one quarter long, and averaged a
quarier of & mile in width. The dam was
about thiiiy feet high, but shor:, the bed of
the stream being narrew for some distauce
Lelow. The water is the head ot the
Williamaiio river. EBix years ago a
dnm on the tributary stream above here
give way and caused great damace.
The recent addition of six feet to the height
of the dam was never liked by the recidents
of the valley, and it is said the owners hed
doubts of {he suiety ot the work, for they
have never siuce it was finished allowed the
rcservoir to raise to its full height. They put
i1 immense cast ivon waste pip~s feur fcet in
dinmeter to carry off the surplus, ard the
filling of the reservor was owing toa heavy
fall of rainj and not because of any intention
o’ the owners to fill the reservoir. The body
of water covered about 200 acres. At the first
test the dam went to pieces, as had b:en
prophesied by those who said it was made ot
Irozen gravel and built too hastitly. A leak
was d'icovered on Monday. Workmen were
busy allday and night filling in about the
waste pipe. Their efforis were useless. At
half past five o’clock in the morning the work
was abandoned, The water then gained g0
rapidly thatin a few minutes the pipe was
shot out of its place, the
dam opened and the flood started
E. C. Pinney, of the Glenville Manufactur-
ing Company, mounied a horse and rode at
the head ofthe flood to wain the jnhabitants
in the valley. The water,which grew greater
by absorption ot the successive ponds as each
lower dam wa< caviied off, moved at the rate
of five miles an hour, and {rom the time ol
Pinney’s wa'ning up to the arrivalotthe
waier J ~ople were busy in moving their pro-
rerty. But little was rescued. When the
waler buvst ount of the reservoir it stinck and
carried off the side of a building omred by
Converse, the mill and dwelling house of Otis
Holbrook, and {wo bridzes. It leit Basch’s
1ill unhuri. Tarn‘rg with the chavnel it
destsoyed Amidon’s machine shop and cev-
eral tenement house?. Then the dams ol the
Phanix  company, Howe comp.ny and
the Valley comp.ny we:e toin away, though
the mills were mnot bhmi. Giowivg
greater, the volrme of water re.ching
Stafford Hollow, tore away the iron
br'dge, goist wi'l and seversl old bridges.
Making a new chanvel, ii cut throvogh the
lighway a pass ge 25 feet derp, spieadivg
over the mezdow below there, bat was gather-
ered a57in at halt a mile above tl.e borough of
Siifford’s Springs. Heve it carried off the
Glen compary’s dams, but the 'm‘lls and
terements escaped. From here a mass
ebout thi.ly icet hish, made up of debris
a3 much as ot w.ter came rollirg down to
the dam of the Converseville company. Tae
prop'e, who hid gathered in very large num-
Lars, ected like crazy per.ons, end in some
cases had lo be carried to places of safety.
The Converse mj'l was pot desiroyed, but the
dam went, and als> the dam of the Granile
mills. The accident is a teniible b'ow upon
the valley. About one thousand hends are
thrown out of work, and the industiiesaresad-

Iverippled.

Speeches by Wade Hampton.

While en route to Washington Wade
Hemplon was giceled by a la'ge orowd at
Wilmin,ion, N. C., and spoke a3 follows:

My fjends, I go io Wa~hingion simply to
siate ke‘ore the Prcoident the iact that the
p-ople of South Ca olina bave elected me
Governor of that St.te. I go there to say to
him that we ask no recognition irom any
President. We cla'm the recogrition from
the votes of the p~ople ofthe Siate. I gothere
toassure him that we aie not fizhling for
parly, but that we a-e fighlirg for the good
of the whole couniry. Imn going there to
demard our righis, nothing les, so help me
God, to take noihing less. I go to tell him
the condilion that South Caro'ina has been
in for years past, and that our pcop'e have
been under disadvantages never ercountered
by any poop'e on the conlinent; that they
carii~d the elrction, weie successivl, and that
they propoze to enjoy the fraiis ot the'r vic-
tory.” At Richmond 5,000 prople greeted
him with music, cinvon and tire works, He
spokens follows: “The people of South Car-
olina ave in earnect. We have {iicd compro-
misge in vaiv, 8o last ‘all we planted our feet
firmly on the cons.iiniion, and begon the bat-
tle for our rights, We rememble;icdthat our’s
was one of the original 13 States, and strong
men and noble women joined bhands in the
riroggle, declaring by A'mighly God they
would sacrifice everything to win.” |Cheers,
and a voice, **And yon d'd win.”| Yes my
friends, we did win. You cannot imagine
what those people bad to bear to win their
coustitutioral victory, but they won, and
jully 20,000 coloved men ceo-operated wilh
them, and now thousands and tens of thous-
ands ol colored men ave p.ying taxes to my
government, [Cheers.] Avdnow allwe ask,
i3 that the ieder.l troops L2 wiibdawn fiom
ihe Btaie House of South C.rolina, the only
place in the St.le where my aathority is rot
respected. S-nd the soldieis to the barracks,
where they t>lorz, snd leave the government
of that Sta.e to men who are s.rong enongh to
fustain it. My people tell me o bold oun,and
£0 Jong as they bave the right to give me
such advice, 50 help me God I w:l] hold on.”

Wade Hampiou Ca'ls on the Pre-ident.

Wade Hampton, Senator Gordon and
Attorney Gene: a1 Conner, of South Carolina,
called upon the Prcsident at the apy yintcd
time on the 29.b, and luwched with bim,
The conv~reztion in the interview which fol-
lowed was of a free and general character. It
related priwzi'ly to tie que:'on as to the
probable condition of the Liatein case the
tioops should be withdrawn. The poinis
urged by Governor Hampton and his friends
weie a8 {ollows :

Fiiit, they c'aimed that
fhere is an fmper. live necess'ty for speedy
acticd, a3 the plarviing intere.iz of South C-r-
olina are n absolatedanger of .destruction by
the pregent unsettled state ofaf: .irs, the labor

and althovgh the season for planting is at
hand already, planteis are unable, as hereio-
foie, to obt:in advances ot money from mer-
chants and faciors, and thig dicasirons con-
dition ot afiairs, they said woun'd con:inue ur-
til some siable system of government shall
have been established. In short, businens 's
raralyzed, and credit almost entirely destroy-
ed throngont the Siate in consequence of its
precent uncettled condition. Another 1eazon
or speedy aclion urged by those gontlemen
was that carpet-baggers and others jinier-si-d
in the perpztuation of the Chamberlain rule
were constantly ineciting riotsand disafiec.ion,
and the most assidious care and forbearance
had to be exercised to prevent open breaches
of the public peace, the ever-present darger
beiug Lhat they might become general throv gh-
oat the Siate. TInslances and illustrations of
this precaiious conditinrm ot afliilrs were pre-
sented tothe Prealdent with some partientari
ty and detai’,

Peace in Emope, Perhars.

It is officially announced in dondon
that the prolocol hay been sisned. A London
Times leader says: We cannot but see that
Tarkey is in tne background; behind all
these fair arangements of the powers so
much depends on what the Porie will do or
decline to do, and Russian disarm:zment is
prowised in expectation of se many things
which way not e:si'y be fulfilled. On the
contirary, the dominant feelirg in Constanti-
nople is still defiance. Tu the present t>mpes
of the two empires the suggestion {at nejo-
tiations for common disavmament ‘o be car-
ried on by a Tuilish delegaie at S.. Peiers-
burg, does ot appe:r promising. It may Lte
5.id the success or failure of this new aliempt
at p_cification must k> decided at Constanti-
nop'e. The goveinment is in the circom-
stances irlly josiified in sonding out Mr.
Layard. The Tarks are full of animosity
ag-inst Ru-sia and distrust of Russia’s seem

ing abeliors and may be even less re_sorable
than three months ago. Mavny iuterpr=t Rus-
sia’s oveitaves as signg of pusillavimity and
we.kness. Layard has had the experience of
the Tutks, and perhaps there is no Fnglish-
man {0 whom they would more readily lisien
than to h'm and to ihe other ambass:dors
we must lock to impiess on the Porte the
pendency of doing roihirg which may be
1eprescnted r9 nulliiying the protocol.”

California Crops.

Crop reporis from all prominent
par.i3 in the jnterior of Caliiornia ave less ja-
vorable than previous repoits have indicaled.
In Saciawerto Valley, where a gocd yield had
been anticiputrd, m’ldew has made i's appear-
ance o such an exient as to cance serious
alaim. I is repoited througlout the gre.t
gra'm-g.owing counties of Colusa, Yolo and
Solano. Giherwise {he prospzots in that
scction of the Biate aie si'll good, though
wans of 1ain i3 bes 1oirg 1o be lelt, cspeci.ly
lor late sow.a wheal, The coa't countics
noiih o: S.n Fianc'sco are looking well, al-
though rast is iepoii~d in some localiiien
Iu the lower po.tion of San Joaquin Valley
the crop ave in good conditicn, but Digher
up the river and in Los Ange’os Val'ey thece
will be but lilile raised cxzcapt on coicngated
land.

A Proposition of South Carolina Ra
publicans.

Gov. Chamberlain and Senators
Patteison and Corbin have propos:d to the
President that a comm’s. ion oi five |>rsons
be appointed to c.nvass there u:. s o tre lasi
election pud declare who was elecied Govern-
orard Licat. Goveiaor snd a'<o wno were
elccicd membeis of the Leg'slatue. Taey
p opowe (hicz plars o! appoiriing the com-
mwission 83 follows: F'si—A comwission
shall be anpo'nicd by the DP.exident of the
Upiied Slaiea ju such a mwanner a3 be she'l
deem beci; or, Second—1 o0} >vsops shall be
choscn by ~ach pai.y respaciively,which per-
sors, wiih the Chiel Justice of the Urit~d
Statrs, shall coasiiine the comm':i=ion; o,
Th#1d—" wo pe.soas shall be chosen by each
p-r.y respeciively, and a fi-.h y wson skall be
diawn by tne ocher fovr, by lot or otnervise,
as they may dcem bes:.

Mr de er Convicied at Mankat),

A dasismdly murder was committed
in Mzdo, Blae Ea'ih covnly, Minurcola, some
two ye.rs 230, Mr3. Jave Gilbeit, s widow
Jady being the viciim. Bhe wz9 si.ling near
her window sewingabout 10 o’clock in the
evering, with Do one mezent except ber son,
twelve years old, when the muvvdsier ap-
proiched wiihiu about e’htcen f-et of the
window and discba'ged at her a gan heavily
Jo.ded. She wa3ins..pily killed. Susvicion
at cree fell upon ore And ew A. Weston, a
veishbor who had Lecn sued by M 3. G, lor
slander, which suit ws3s siill pendirg. He
was arrested and indicted, and his {ri.l com-
menced at Mavkato, March 25.h, and con-
tladed on the Z0ih by a verdict of “*Guilty.”

Another Railroad Combination.

The N.T. Times of Apr'l 1st says:
Messrs. Vanderbilt, Jewett and Scoti, of the
New Yoik Ceuntral, Erie and Peonsylvania
railroads, held a secvet meeting in the Ghand
Ceniral depot S.tarday aiiernoon. They ac-
kuowledge that they have come{o an under-
standiog, bot re use o give the p.uiiculars,
It ‘s asseiled, however, on good authoiiiy
they have joimecd an alliance offensive and
de-:ensive againsi the Baliimore & Ohio rail-
road. Another repoit sa¥s measuies weve
adopied to insiruct agents to make cowtracts
at same rates for reight a3 Bal imore & Ouio
railro.d, and it necessary lower.

American Ofcers Abroad.

There is a great scandal in Shanghai,
China, cZuced by public charges made by the
United Siates Consul Gzneral agiinst George
D. Beward, his predecezcor in office, He

cated Seward of various ci'mes and misde-
me.nor3, p-riicv'sily inthe liter:iion ola
prate and a murderer irom crstedy for a
bribe o §7,000. Tue eflair causes much ex-
citmant, rnd has been mwade the sabject of
discourses irom the prlrit. The document
w23 sent to Weshinglon .or investization,

The Myste.y Explained.

A. Oakey Hall, the miss’ng, ex-May-
oz of New York has arrived in Liverpool. He
safled from Boston on the 17th ju the steam-
sb'p Viciorla. The ve:sel i3 a.ceight steam-
cr and he w:v{he only pecsercer, He was
book-d as W. E. Satcl‘ff and when he was
ealled by his right name in I've, pool he in-
sieted that Le v.as not Hall but Satcliff. It ‘s
generally believed in New York that he fl-d
ow'ng to coming: ing developments connected
with Tweed’s release and Sweeny’s tiial.

THE PRESIDENTIALCOUNT.

Tre Pledtes Made for I'sesident Iayes.
John Young Brown of Kentucky,has

by cougent of the writers mede public the let-
ters of Bianley Maithews and Chas. @, Foster
of Ohio, whereby fillibustering was prevented
and the Presidential couut completed. The
following are exiracts from Erown’s letter, ex-
plaining how the Ictiers came to be wrilten :

Ou the 26th ot Febcuary last I sent_a page
from the House of Represcnl.iives to the Sen-
ate Chamber for mv distinguished {riend,
General Goirdon, and he came over in a few
minutes. Itold him that I want2d an inter-
view with Hon, Charles Foster, at which I de-
sired his precence, I outlined to General
Gordon what I intended to say to Mr. Fozter,
and he said he wou!d with pleasure accom-
pany me. e found Mr. Fosier in the room
o]I the committ :-te c{m iappft?pr.ia';ious. Nc: one
€'3e was present during Lthe inter -Zew. Téuta
Mr. Fosier that I 5""’5" ne 'iqaew, k2en vot-
ing gosine¢ an dilaiory mwotiors; had in a
speee‘a advocaied the inflexible execution of
ihe electoral bill ; had staied in the Demo-
cratio cancus that I wou'd go voieif I weve the
only man irom the Souih to do go; that the
vote was approved by my judgment ;that I felt
under the obligations of honorto siund by the
result, bitter as it wss, icel’'ng that the situa-
{ion was not chargeable to the electoral bill,
bat to the wajoiiy of the commission, whom
we bad asreed to trust. I told him I had re-
ceived dicpaiches and letlers from chevished
and trusted Liends, conveying most emphat-
ic remorsuance against my course, but ihat,
with my conviclions about the question, it a
petition signed by every voter in my dishict
shonld be sént 10 me reques.ing me to sup-

it the dilatory molions, it would not by =
wir alier my pu I s.id to him thai
there was but ove ihing which would change
mwe, and it was it I thought by voling to con-
ple{e the count which was to 1e~ult in the in-
auguration ot Mr. Haye>, I would be aidirg,
divecily or indivecily, m rpeluating the
use-niiions of Packard andp%hnmtx'rlain in
the btuies of Louisiara and South Carolina, 1
would reverse my action, and do wy very
ulmost to de’ext Lhe execadion of the bill re-
gardless of consequences, calamitons to the
covniry as I Le'jeved they would Lz,

| The resnlt of Lhis inleiview was that Fog-
ter and other Republicavs con'erred {ogether
and the pext morning Fosler brought him an
unsigned leiler as he [Brown| insisted on
wriiven pledges. Brown mode some changes
in the d-ait snd his lziter cont'nues:|

In an hour I went to b's desk and he de-
liverrd me a leiter s’gned by bimselt and
Matithews. I obsevved .bet it wasina differ-
ent bandwriiing, read it hastily, avd 1emark-
ed that it conta ved some eeneralities I did
not like. He replied that Mr. Mathews bad
ic-written ii, and added, “Brown, it is in-
terded to cover the whole case, and I can
momise you there will be no doubt about the
wlfillment of a'l the es7urances I have given
you.” Inoliced the orisinzl leiter on hig
desk, avd soid, “sign this also,” and he 1c-
plied, “Cert:'nly, with p'e.sure.,” As I was
le.ving he c.lleu me bck and told me th-
President Gront wonld, a3 soon £4 {he covn .
was completed, ijssue a cerlain  o.der
to Geveral Au-ur in Louisiama, He ro-
quesied me noi to meni‘on this f.ct for seve
etal Gays, but expressly gove me pe m’+sion
w walie avy use o/ the le.lers I wight desire,
The ovder re:evred {o we3 issned by Piesident
G anvt. I gave copics of Lhe leilers to Mes:rs.
Levy, Kilis and Lu' ke, ol Louv‘siara, and fo
General M. C. Butler, of Sout Ca:olira, witk
aniho'iiy to use ihem whevever ey pleaced.
Woen 1 saw that the Democratie viviory so
fui-ly won was los*, my deepest concern “was
for mv soffning Soadiern cocntrymen, 7o
co..li:bule to .eir de'iverance jiom Londage
was the pa“sionale aspi-a’'ion of my heati.
H:d I bel'eved that the policy ol Hayes it in-
augovated, wou'ld not re-ieve them trom ha'e-
+it! and unrepublican supervision by thea iy,
and the rurther plunderinzy and oppression hy
men alen to them in b th and sympa.bi-s, T
should never have votcd as I did. Hor.Chavies
Fusier secured the inauguration of President
Hayes.

but for bis speech snd these letters the re-
sult would never have bLeen reached. Tie
converszlion end conten!s of the leiter were
made known to many. The confidence of the
Democrals in him and in bis suthoriz.tion to
say what he did, compoced the representa-
tives,and caused tnem Lo rewrain unsnaken {o
do wuat they thovght was right an'd the
stoim that was ragivg around teem, and in
the j2ce of the earnest remonstrenees ot tie
constitueni3, If atew had faliered the panic
would have been genery); the work ol t) ~
commission would have been iruiiless, a 1
beiore {bis time, in my opivion, a harricane
ol war would bhave L’en sweepirg over the
'and. Hop= deieried havsickenea the heart»
ol Southern men. I do not understand mor
do [appteviate thede'ay of President Hay~-,
He ought not to hesii.te. The whole country

exy “cted this great and good work at b's
hand.

THE LETTERS.

House ol Renreseniatives, Washins'on,
D. C., Feb. 26, 1877.—Gevllemen: Reietring
foihe conversii'on hed wih you yesierday,
in which Gov. Hayes’ policv #3 toihe siiins
ot ceriain Southern Stiies was discussed, we
desite to say in reply Lthat we assvre you m
the stropgest possivlemanner ot eur grezt de-
siie to have adop'ed such a policy as will give
to the p=omle ol Lthe B. t=sol Souih Caroiina
and Louisana the right to gonirol their own
alfai:3 in their own way, and to say juriher
that we icel authoriz~d, irom an acquainiance
and knowledg: ot Guverror Hayes, and bis
views o1 the question, to pledee ourselves to
you for him tuat such wili be his policy.

| Sigoad. | CuARLES FosTER.
To hou. John Young Brown and Hon. Jobn

B. Govdon.

Wasbington, Feb. 26, 1877.—Gentlemen:
Reicirng to Llie conversaion had with you
yesierday, in which Gov, Hzyes” policy a3 to
the 8.01n3 of ce tain Souih-n” Stuies waa dis-
cus. >d, we desire fo say we can assare you, in
the strongest pozsib'e manrer, ol our great de-
gire to have lnm adont such a policy as will
give to the prople oi Lke 8t_le of South Car-
olina and Lou*siava theright to con.rol their
own afli'1sin their own wav, subject only to
the con-iiiution ol ihe Unic~d S.ates and the
laws made in pursnarce thereof, and to say
iaiiher that ivom an _ecqueiniance with and
knowledze oi Gov. Hayesa»d h's yiews we
have {he most complefe confidence that sucl
will be {he policy oc his admintstration,

Respectially,
| Bigned | STANLEY MATTHEWS,
CHARLES FOSTER.
To Hon. John B. Gordon and John Young
Brown,
FOSTER INTERVIEWED. :

Foster has been interviewed and says :

We had no auathority to makea compact
bind‘ng Gov. Hayes, and we distineily s.ated
the impropiieiy and indelicacy oi making
such a compr it et ihe Lime and under the cir-
comsiavrces. Tl ut lel er was the reenlt of a
convelsaidon I bad with Brown, in which he
?sxed for wiiltan assarancrs sor b's iniore
jusiification. He disiinet'y staied that he did
not rsk Lir’s a8 a condiddon of carrvivg out the
piovigiors ot the e'ectoral bill; tnat he re-
g.irded that a3 a maiier of ¢ 'rsora! hovor and
tuat no power could co:rce him to do
oiberwise than faithiully siand by the pro-
v.siore of the bill. He asked iht the pu r
be signed by Matihews and myself, and
L:2 adare sed 1o bim aud Seraior Gordon, I
exprescrd a wiilingoess to accede to his wish-
es, and the p. per was prep-red, sigoed and
delivered. I have mo revol'ection ot hav'v
any conver: ulion w.th Sepator Gordon on the
subject of writing th's leiter,

We hiear ol miracv’ons cu-es parlormed by
Lt ‘s pew princip eremedy, Dr.J. H. Mcl -an’s
Counzh and Lung He:lirg G'obules. Ceughs,
Co'c3 and Consumption yield to jts trflreece,
Trial Boxes 25 cents, bymail. Dr.J. H Me
I om, 314 Ch- :tnut, street $°. Loais.

—r

Henry Ward Leecher has completed

his lecture tour and returned to Brooklyn.

Hnake—t:harnu'l' Humbuge,

From (he Scicalific Americar.

One by one science is annihilating
every notion which ascribes to any
person or class of persons phenomenal
powers. Dr. Fayrer, in his splendid
and valuable work “The Thanatophida
of India,” says thatthe famous East
Indian snake-charmers are impostors,
and that he has repeatedly detected
them in attempting, by subtle impo-
sitions and clever acling, to delude
lookers-on into the belief that they
weére dealing with veritable wild
snakes, when all the time the dancing
cobras that made their apvwearance at
the sound of the pipe were some of
‘their own tame snakes, placed in cer-
tain opots Defarehand. .

These professional ‘snake-catchers
are many of them, in addition to their
regular vocation,most expert jugglers,
and exceedingly adroit at all kinds ef
sleight-of-band tricks. It is their con-
stant practice to “turn down’’ a few
tame snakes in a garden hedge or
somewhere close in the vicinity of a
bouse ‘they intend paying a visit to,
ere they present themselvesbetore the
sahib, the owner of the premises ; and
then, with every appearance of good
faith, the rascals request permission to
be allowed to clear the compound of
snakes ; at the same time stipulating
for a reward,perhaps one rupee a head
for every snake Lthey succeed in caten-
ing. If the gentleman of the house
should happen tu be a grifin, or new-
comer, likely enouzh e will be in-
duced to lend an ear toso plausible a
request, and at length promise these
crafty rogues so much for each snake
they succeed in catching. Soon, to bis
horror and amazement, hideous ser-
pents of various dimensivns are pro-
duced, one irom the straw in an empty
stall in the stables, another from the
gardez hedge, and so on; till ab last,
perbaps, the fraud is carried too far
and discovered. y

Dr. Fayrer states that certain de-
scripiions of serpents—chielly of the
genus naja—most undoubtedly are sus-
ceptible to, and in a measure become
fascinated on hearing musical soudns,
“I have constautly seen,”” he says,
“tame snakes in the possecsion of
snake-catchers, on hearirg the sound
of the pipe, erect themselves and sway
their heads {rom side to side, and be-
yond a doubt show pleasure atthe
strain ; but I have never ¢nce seen a
wild snake go throush the same per-
formance ; and I believe only tame rep-
tiles cariied about in baskets aud
‘broken in’ forsuch an exhibition o
condocet themselves. I have repeated-
ly ofiered snake charmers five rupees
to brirg out from its sanctvary, by
meaqus of musie, a cubra known by me
to be ‘at home,” but invariably all
their efforis have been in vain.

There are many whoactuvally believe
in the efliicocy of stones which, when
applied to a snake bite, ave suppo.ed
to withdiaw the poison ;but if such a
very simple rewcdy were really effec-
tual, and a genuine specific,the snake-
siwne cure wouv'ld speedily be brought
into voiversal use. ¢It would appear,
however, Lbat these people really prize
these co-called stunes, for I have been
present when money was offerad to
them to part with one, but declined.”

Perbaps the sirongest argument
agaiost this spake-stone cure is that
these very men oiten themselves fall
viciims to the bite of the cobra,though
at the time in possession of a stone
which they assert to be capable of
working a cure. Moreover, when these
professional srake caichers have to
deal with an undoubtcdly wild cobra
in full vigor—although as a rule they
display exiraordinary pluck, skill and
resolution in capturing ib, and on the
first favorable opportunity will with
wonderful quickness seize hold of and
secure it—an aitentive beholder can-
not fail to remark the exireme caution
and waichiul marazement they dis-
p'ay on first clutching hold of the ani-
mal, their whole dem¢ =i¢ and action
differing uvmistakzoty from the ofi-
hand, careless manner which they as-
sume when graspirz one of their own
barmlecs specimens; and it is an un-
doabied faci that these men really
dvead the corserquences of a chance
bite from a wild cobra quile as much
as ocher mortals do,and are well aware
that notbing can withdraw the deadly
venom from a woond, or save life,
when once the deadly poison has min-
gled with the biovd. Dat, even with
all the remedies as yet known, inclad-
ing copious doses of brandy and ammo-
nia, and theimmediate efforts of skill-
ed suvgeons, it is said to be told by
men such as Dr. Fayrer, and others
who have devoted time and energy to
the subject, that there is almost no
hope of savinr life if the Dbite
bas been inflicied by ove of the most
venomous snakes, in fu'l health and
Vigor.

——
A Celebrated Diamond.

One of the finest brilliants in
America, and one with a romantic
history, isnow for sale at Salt Lake.
This stone is 1-32 of cavat lighter tbhan
tne celebrated Tweed diamond, but
its cutting is much better, and it is
considered by experts to be more val-
uvab'e. 1t weighs 8 1:2 carats, and is
exactly ba'f an inch in diameter.

1t was for many hundred years in
the family of an East India prince.
This potenate presenied it to the ex-
Qacen Chrisiina of Svain, who pre:
sented it to her dauzhter, ex-Queen
Isabella, on the occasion of her mar-
riage. The latter was forced to sell
it, with many other diamonds, and it
was bouzrbt at an auction of her dia-
monds,which was made in London,and
it was purchased by a St. Louis gentle-
man with about $60,000 worih of other
diamonds. He was soon a“ter offered
#$15,000 in gold for it by the Americus
Clob of New York, but he refased to
sell it. Subsequently it was stolen
from him while visiting at Saratoza
Springs by thieves, who employed
what is known the umbrella game
While alighting from the cars, a man
spread an umbre!lain his face, and
29 he start:d back the pin wes stolen

from his shirt-bosom. The trick wss

80 dexterously turned that the vietim
did not discover his loss for several
hours. When, however, he found
himself minus the wonderful brilliant,
he promptly telegraphed to the daily
bapers of New York city, offering $5,-
000 reward and no questions asked. In
twenty-four hours his pin wzs return-
ed, and the thieves were richer the
amount of the reward. Afterward
this same gentleran went to Salt Lake
City and traded his diamond for min-
Ing property valued at $22,000. The
mine developed we!l and the lucky
speculater realized over $60,000 from
this invesiment. The miner who re-
ceived the stone was cheated out of it
by Chicazo gamblers. who sold it to.3
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tae firm in Salt Lake City who now
possess it. -
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A 1:ue S.ory,

It was growing dark inthe city
streets. Men and women hurried
along, as if eazer to reach comfortable
homes; the horses seemed to pull the
heavy wazons with more willingness
than usual, as if they too knew that
the day’s work was over, and enjoyed
the prospeci of rest. The lamplizhters
were going their rovnds, and trying to
make up for the lost daylight. Little
children were sale and warm at home.

All but one, perhaps. A little boy
stood on the deserted sidewalk, close
to a great window of plate glass,
through which he gazed with rapt
face. The picture which he Jooked at
was a beautiful one. A great room
with pointed ceiling overhead. and a
chandelier which seemed to make reol
sunshine. The walls were covered
with fine paintings. A marble table,
heaped with delicious food, stood near
the centre of the room. The brisht
light siruck throuzh the sreat decan-
ter, and made a big crimson stein on
the rizht hand o{ a gentleman who sat
at the table readinz a newspaper. A
large diamond ring on one finzer
seemed to wink and blink at the litile
boy ouiside. “I wish he would look
up,” ibe child was thirking.

Bat thoush he waited and watched,
the man did not move for a long Lime.
Then be flung the paper down, ard
reached out ihe haml with the dia-
mond for a wine glass, which he filled
and drank, never once looking towards
the window.

“‘Please, sir.”

That was all the boy £aid. He had
stenped rrom the sireet 1mto ihe hall;
then withoutsiopping to knock he had
opened the greqt door which led into
the gentleman’s room. On tue thres-
hold o? the saloon he siopp:d, fright.
eped at what he hed done.

“What 1s it my Jiitle man?”"

Mr. Avibur Leonavd bad a pleasant
smile, which came easily to his hznd-
come face, although he Jooked into the
big brown eyes as if he saw something
there he had beeu looking for a great
while.

“You came to beg, I suppose,” and
the gentleman’s hand went readily in-
to his pocket.

“Oh, no, sir, I never thouzht of
that. I waut.d—I mean—please sir,I
will gonow.”

He moved back awkardly, but Mr.
Leonavd stopped him with a gestare.
The child’s face interested him. His
manner, too, at first to eaver, -now so
embarrassed,bad arovsed h's cuitosity.

“You are cold,” he sa'd, noiicing
that the child shivered and that his
garmenis were thin aud poor.

He ro-e, took the boy by the haund
aud led him fo the giawe fire which
was dancing on the heerth—a bia,
jolly fire, which seemed trying tolI'zht
up the room and moke the chendelier
notice how biz and brizht it was.

Mr. Leonard did not se2m {uv think
it queer for a puor Juile boy with
patched clo.hes to sit in one of the
crimson satin arm chairs big enouzh
for a throne. He dvew upone for him-
self opposite.

‘““Are you huongry?”’ he asked. I
will give you something to eat, and a
litile wine will warm you up.”

*Oh, ro, sir,”” and the cbild shrank
farther back into the big chair.

**You will tell me your name, at
least 1" .

“Yes, sir. My name is Eddie Boyn-
ton, and 1 am ten years old.”

“Ah!”

Mr. Leonavrd was smiliuz now as he
saw the boy’s courage coming back.

“You will not be angry with me,
sir ¥’

“Apgry! why in the world should I
be anary with you?”’

“I didu't know but you might, sir,if
I said what 1 wanted to.”

“‘Never fear, Eddie; I am anxious to
know what you have to tell me.”

The Jitile boy stretched out his little
thin hands, red with cold, toward the
glowing fire, and said :

*I work in the dye house, now, and
get a good deal of money—a dollar a
week.”’

Mr. Leonard could hardly helplaugh-
ing. The wine he had offered the
child cost more than that.

“] come past this big window every
nizht on my way home. [ shan’t
come again, thouqh, because we
are going to move away. I like to
lock in here because it is so warm and
pleasant, and because you are sitting
here, and have eyes just like my fa-
ther’s.”

*“What a strange child,’’ Mr. Leonard
was thinking.

“He was co handsome and tall,”” the
little fellow went on, looking back in-
to the firelight. ‘‘He wore nice clothes,
too, like yours; and we lived in a great
big house, mo3t as big as this. I used
to sit next to bim at the table, and he
gave me that to drink,” pointing to
the wine glasa. *‘Mother would cry
sometime3; but he would kiss her, and
tell her that zood wine would make me
strong and handsome. One day he
went away for a long time, and moth-
er cried all the time he was gone
When he came back he struck at her,
and then fell down on the floor. I
screamed because I thought he was
dead. The black man who drove the
horses, came up stairs aud helped
mother to get him to bed. She saidhe

was gick. He used to scream and fht

if anyone went near him. It was the
red wine that made him so0, mother
82id. And then onenight he died, and
there wasa great fumeral. After that
mother packed up our clothes, and
went to live where she covld get some
money. We’ve only two little rooms
now. Mother sews on a machine.
Sometimes she cries all night, I
guess.”

He had been talking very fast, but
stopped suddenly.

Mr. Leonard moved uneasily.

“?'13115 is what you wanted to tell
me

‘““Yes, sir. Every time I come by
the window 9';‘?_5*39 you si}tlng hera,

Woldered 1t ‘you had any little boy at
home, and how he avd bis mother
would feel if you shou'd die because
of thered wine; and then the tears
came, and Eddie Boybion slid down
from the big chair, and stood Deside
Mr. Leonard, who bad turned his face
away. Eddie wonderrd if the gentle-
man was crying too. ITe could not see
the biz, brown eyes, for his head was
dmoyi_ug vgom his breast.

‘‘1’m going home, now, sir. Mother
will bave my supper all ready and be
trightened if I don’t come howe,”
avd before Mr. Leonard rovsed fiom
his pain.ul reverie, the child had slip-
ped irom the warm, cheery room, end
was rurning down the dark street,
home to his waiiing mother.

In all the years 10 come, Arihor
Leonard aud Eddy Boynton, man and
boy, may never meet asain. The room
in the luxurious ciub house is deserted;
the fire is out, the room is dark, the
heavy cur.ain drawn at the big win-
dow; but in a beautiful home the
brown eyes lovx lovinaly at a sweet
woman, and to the rosy boy who hanas
about his] neck the fatber {whispers:
*‘God blecs you, my child, and keep
us from the destruction of the red
wine.”

—_—————

April Chovacteristicr,

April, at its best, is the tenderest of
tender salads. Its type is the first
spear of grass. The senses—sizht,
heariag, smell—are as huozry for its
delicate aud almost spiritaal tokens,as
the caiile are for the first bite of its
fields. How it touches one and makes
him both glad and sad! The voices of
the arriving birds, the migrating
fowls, the clouds of pigeons sweeping
across the sky or filling the woods, the
elfin horn of the first honey-bee ven-
turing abroad in the middle of the
day, the clear piping of the little frogs
in the marshes at sundown, the camp-
fire in the sugar-bush, the smoke seen
afar rising over the trees, the tinge of
green that comes so suddenly on the
sunny knolls ard slopes, the full tranc-
lucent streams, the waxing a1d warm-
ing son,—how these things and ochers
like them ave noied by the eager eye
aud ear! April is my natal month,
and I am born again into new delights
and new surprises at each return of it
Its name has an indescribable charm
to me. 1Its two syllables are like the
calls of tbe first birds—like that or
the Phwbe-bird, or ol the meadow
lavk. 1is very snows ave fertilizing,
and are called the poor man’s manure.

Then its odors! I aam thrilled by
its fresh and indescribable odors—the
periume of the bursting cod, of the
quickened roots avd rooilets, of the
mwold vnder the leaves, of the fresh
furrows. No other mouth has odors
like it. The west wind the otber day
came fraught with a perfume that was
to the sense of smell what a wild and
delicaie sirain of music is to the ear.
[t was almost trapscendental. T walk-
ed across the hill with my nose in the
air taking it in. It lasted for two days.
I imagined it came firom the willows
of a disiant swamp, whose catkins
were affording the bees their first pol-
len,—or did it come from much
farther—{rom beyond tbe horison, the
accumulated breath of inbumerable
farms and budding forests? The main
chavaccerisiics of these April odors is
their vncloying freshuess. They ave
not sweet, they ave ofiener bitver,they
are penetraiing and lyrical. I know
well the odors of May and June, of vhe
world of meadows and orchards burst-
ing into bloom, but *they are not so
ineffable and immaterial and so stim-
ularing to the sense as the incense of
April.

- - L - - - -

One characteristic April feature,and
one that delights me very much, is the
perfect emerald of the spring runs
while the fields are yet brown and
sere,—sirips aud patches of the most
vivid velvet green on the slopes and
in the valleys. How the eye grazes
there and is filled and refreshed! I
had forgotten what a marked feature
this was until I recently rode in ar
open wagon for three days through a
mountainous, pasieral country. re-
markable for its fine springs. Those
delicious green patches are yet in my
eye. The fountains fiowed with May.
Where no springs occurred, there
were hints and suggestions of springs
about the fields and by the road-side in
the freshened grass—sometimes over-
flowing a space in the form of an actu-
al fountain. The water did not quite
get to the surface in such places, but
sent its influence.

————————

Conversation at the Ba™.

Unhappy the man doomed for bhis
sins to dance with a partner whom he
doesn’t know, dancing including con-
versing! He soon exhausts his brief
series of conventiona' phraces. *What
a lovely evening!” *Dreadfully warm
isn’t it?’ “Do you like dancing?’” and
the like, and then is reduced to con-
versational want. Of course if he has
talent for slander or sarcasm, he has
the source of criticising the remainder
of the company; but failirg this, he is
condemed to a twenty-oyster-power
dumbness. That is, unless he possess
the “Happy Thougbt”-fulness of my
friend, Anatole Dutremplin.

The other evening Anatole Dutremp-
lin found himself at a ball, the pa- tner
of a lovely girl of sevenicem, blue

—

eyed and golden haired, the very in-
carnation of innocence and candor. ;
After having vainly racked his
brain to find a topic of conversation,
the witty cavalier asked:
““Any children, migs?’’
e -
How the New*School Text Baok Bill will
Work,

From the Bt. Prul Disp :tch '
There has been a general interest
manifested since the clogse of the Leg-
islative session in the manner of car-
Iying out the provisions of the bill for
securing  cheap text books
to the schools of this

State. Thla; scheme was somewhat ex-
A ba %

80ns have protéssed to doubt whether
it could be made to work in practice.

But the way seems now to have been
smoothed for its operation, and all
that remains to be done is, for the
officials charged with its execution, to
perform their duty. The Dispatch,
knowing the public desire for infor-
mation on the subject, has secvred an
interview with Mr. D. D. Merrill, and
irom him, and other sources, learned
the following fucts:

The books to be supplied will be of
the best quality. The names of the
commissioners of revision is one su:-
ficient guaranty of that, and the seli-
interest of the contractor is another
guaranty.

A porlion, at least, of the books can
be had during the comingz summer and
autumn if the school district clerks
make out and forward to the eouniy
superintendents the number of each
kind of books that will be needed in
their districts for the next year's sup-
Ply. The peopleareinteresied in look-
ing after the matier and assisting their
school disirict clerks in making out
their requisitions, and, if possible, to
ges them in the hands of the several
county superintendents of schools be-
fore the 15ih of April next.

The contractor, Mr. D. D, Merrill,
has entered upon this enterprise in
good faith and will accomplish all that
is promised for the beneiit of the peo-
ple, if only they give it a fair trial.
“Will the people take the books?”’ is
the question : 'ked by some. We be-
lieve they will for mauifest reatons.
Thece books will be bad at one-helf
price. At least fifty per cent. of the
scholars in all our schools have to buy
new books each year. If the old kirds
of books are siill uced, these fifty per
cent of the scholars will have to pay
a3 much money for their half of tue
books as it would cost to supply the
whole school with the new books,
(which will certainly be eaually as
good books as those in use), and the
pcople will not be slow to avail tuem-
relves of these advantages.

The people will feel that when they
make this change “tbat it will last,”’
there will be no chanzing books with-
in districts, and the books will last
till worn out, and the people will feel
secure azainst any outside influence to
force a change.

For the benefit of all we append a
list of the books the school disiricts
can order and obtain at the low prices:

Speller, First Reader,Second Reader,
Third Reader, Fourth Reader, History,
First Gramwar, Practical Grammar,
Primary Arithmetic,Intellectual Arith-
metic, Pracuical Arithmetic, Primary
Geography, Intermediate Geography.

We presume that the State Superin-
tendant of Pablic Instructien will also
furnish copy books (six numbers,) a
word book, the ‘geography aud history
of Minuesota, and such other books
as may be needed in the district
schools.

A successful working of this plan will
save at least one dollar a year for each
child atlending school—an important
item in the agzregate. It is now the
law, and it is certiinly obligaory on
all to give it a Jair trial.

———————
Leeking A Teacher For I'nda.

She was at one of the vnion school
houses for an hovr before sciioo! open-
ed. She was a tall woman, foriy years
old, with a jaw showiprz grea: deier-
mination, and Linda was sixveen.and
rather shy, and preity good looking.
The mother said she hadn’t been in
the city long, and that it was her Gauy
to get Linda into school, and see ibet
she was properly educated. When tue
teacher came the mother boldly in-
quired:** You kvow how to teach, do
you?”’ I think I do,” replied ile
teacher, blushing deeply. *“And you
ieel competent to govern the scholais,
do you?” <Yes'm.”” “Do you pound
'em with a ferule or lick ’em with a
# whip?’ *Wae seldom resort to pun-
ishment here,’’replied the embarrassed
teacher. “That’s betver yet,”” contin-
ued the mocher; “I know that If Lirda
should come home all pounded up I'd
feel like killing some one.

I suppose you are of a respecible
character, ain’t you?”’ ‘Why—abem
—why——"" stammered the teache-,
growing white and then red. “I ex-
pect you are,’’ continued the woman.
“It's well enoagh to know who our
children are associating with. Now,
then, do you allow the boys and girls
to sit tozether?’ “No, ma’am.”
“That’s right. They never used to
when I was yovnz, and I don’t think
Linda is any betier than I am. Now,
another thing—do you have a beau ?”’
“Why—why—"" wasthe stammered
reply. “I think you do!” resumed the
woman severely. “I know just' how
it works. When you should be explain-
ing what an archipelago is you are
thinking of your Richard, and your
mind is way, way off.”’ *‘But mad-
am—" ¢“Never mind any explana-
tions,” interrupled the woman. I
want Linda brought up to know jog-
gerfy, fizures, writing, 2nd spello-
graphy, and if you've gota beau and
ave spooking to the theatre one night,
a condy-pull the next, a horse-race the
next, and so on, your mind can’t be
on education. Come, Linda, we’ll go
to some other school-house.”

The thirty-fourth University boat
race in England between the Oxlord and Cam
bridge crews took placc on the 24th and was
declared a dead t. Oxford would h:ve

won but  the breaking of an os.




