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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL NEWS. 

• • M t a O M I W N War. 
T h e Czar's manifesto to the people and 

the army was promulgated on the 34th; the 
following U its text: "Our faithful and be
loved subjects know the strong interest we 
hare constantly felt In the destinies of the op
pressed Christian population of Turkey. Our 
desire to ameliorate and assuage their lot has 
been shared hy the whole Nation, which now 
shows itself ready to bear fresh sacrifices to 
alleviate the position of the Christians in the 
Balkan peninsular. The blood and property 
of our faithful subjects have always been dear 
to us, and our whole reign attests our constant 
solicitude to preserve to Russia the benefits of 
peace. This solicitude never failed to actuate 
• s during the deplorable events in 
Heriegovlna, Bosnia and Bulgaria. 
Our object before all was to effect the amelior-
ratlon in the position of the Christalns in the 
East by means of pacific negotiations, and in 
ooncert with the great European powers, our 
allies and friends, for two years we have made 
incessant efforts to induce the Porte to effect 
such reforms as would protect the Christians 
in Bosnia, Herzegovina and Bulgaria from the 
arbitrary measure of local authority. The 
accomplishment of the reforms was absolutely 
stipulated by anterior engagements contracted 
by the Porte to the whole of Europe. Our 
efforts, supported by diplomatic representa
tions, made in common with the other govern
ments, have not, however, attained their object. 
The Porte has remained unshaken in its for
mal refusal of any effective guaranty for the 
security of its Christian subjects, and has re
jected the conclusions of the Constantinople 
conference. Wishing to essay every possible 
means of conciliation in order to persuade the 
Porte, n e proposed to the other cabinets to 
draw up a special protocol comprising the 
most essential conditions of the Constantinople 
conference and to invite the Turkish govern
ment to adhere to this international act which 
states the extreme limit of our peaceful de
mands; but our expectation was not fulfilled, 
the Porte did not defer to this unanimous wish 
of the Christians of Europe and did not adhere 
to the provisions of the protocol. Having ex
hausted pacific efforts, we are compelled by 
the haughty obstinacy of the Porte to 
piocccd to more decisive acts, feeling that 
oar equity and our own dignity enjoin it. 
By her refusal Turkey places us nndur tho ne
cessity of having recourse to arms. Profoundly 
convinced of the justice of our cause, and 
numbly committing ourselves to the grace 
and help of the Most High, we make known 
to our faithful subjects that the moment for-
seen, when wo pronounce the words to which 
all Russia responds with complete unanimity, 
has now arrived. We expressed the intention 
to act independently when wo deemed it nec
essary and when Russia's honor should de
mand It. I now, invoking the blessing of God 
upon our valiant armies, give them the order 
to cross the Turkish frontier. 

[Signed] ALEXANDER. 
Given at Kischeneff this 12th day of April, 

(O. 8.), in the year of Grace 1877, aud iu the 
Md year of our reign. 
A Vienna telegram of the 34th says: The 

Russian advance guard, which commenced 
crossing the Pruth—at sunrise to-day, num
bers 60,000 men—half cavalry and half infan
try. They are taking the direction ofGolotz. 
Five othor divisions, with 40 cannon, are sta
tioned at Kubol. They will advance so as to 
reach the Danube at Ismael, Kilia and Veloff 

P a c k a r d Batlrea. 

Packard in retiring from the contest in 
Louisiana wrote a letter bitterly reviewing the 
coHrse pursued by the general government 
and concluding as follows: Had the General 
Assembly continued in session in tho State 
House I should have deemed it my duty to 
have asserted and defended the government to 
the last, notwithstanding the withdrawal of 
the troops, but with the Legislature disin
tegrated and no prospect of present success, I 
cannot task your tried fidelity by asking you 
to longer continue to aid me in the struggle I 
bava thus far maintained. I therefore announce 
to you that I am compelled to abstain for the 
present from all active assertion of my gov
ernment. I waive none of my legal rights 
but yield only to superior forces I am dis-
(ouraged by the fact that one bj one the 
republican State governments of the South 
liave been forced to succumb to force or fraud 
or policy. Louisiana, the first State re
habilitated after the war is the last State 
who«e government thus falls and I believe it 
will be among the first to uprise itself again to 
the place of equal and honest representation. 
I advise that you maintain your party organi
zation and continue to battle for the rights 
of citizenship and free government. We 
strive for these and not for man or men. 
It grieves me beyond expression that the 
heroic efforts you have made and tho cruel 
sufferings you have undergone to maintain 
Republican principles in Louisiana have had 
this bitter ending. To those w ho have so gal
lantly stood by me in the long contest we have 
passed through I tender my heartfelt thanks 
and to all cousel peace, patience, fortitude and 
a firm trust that eventually 1 ight and justice 
will prevail. 

R e p o r t « r the L o u i s i a n a CouimlMlon. 

The Louisiana Committee has submit ted 
a report to the President announcing the ter
mination of their labors. The following is the 
salient point made: As matters stood on our 
arrival here, the legal title of the respective 
claimants to the office of Governor depended 
upon the question we have stated. There was 
no judicial tribunal acknowledged to be au
thoritative bjflx>thpartics,by whTch it could be 
solved. For reasons already given, the only 
hope of a practical solution M as by a union of 
so many members of the rival Legislatures as 
would make a Legislature with a constitution
al quorum In both Senate and House, of mem
bers whose title to seats is valid under either 
view of the law. With a Legislature of undis
puted authority, the settlement of other ques 
tlons could, as stated in the letter of instruc
tion to oui Commission from the Secretary of 
State, be gradually worked out by the preva
lent authority which the Legislative power 
w^hen undisputed, is quite competent to ex
ert in composing conflicts in the co-ordinate 
branches of the government. Within the last 
three days this first great step in restoring 
peace to the State has been accomplished, in 
consequence of the withdrawal of members 
from the Packard to the Nicholls Legislature. 
The latter body has eighty-seven returning 
board members in the House, and thirty-two 
roturnlng-board members In the Senate. Six-
ty-one members constitute a constitutional 
quorum in the House, and nineteen in the Sen
ate. 

originated, but they find as follows: The fire 
department and salvage corps did their duty 
with efficacy and promptness, as also did the 
police. Both the lessees of the hotel, in our 
opinion, are censurable in several particulars: 
First, while providing the necessary materials 
for extinguishing fires, they had provided no 
means for their use; second, in keeping in the 
store room and wine cellar a large amount of 
infiamable material without adequate watch
ing; third in removing from their office the 
gong necessary to alarm the inmates of the 
hotel in case of fire; fourth, in employing only 
one watchman, and he a very inefficient man 
and supplementing his duties as such with 
other matters; fifth, in lack ot rules and in
structions to their employes as to their con
duct and duties in case of fire; sixth, i n their 
making no efficient efforts on the night of the 
fire to awaken their guests and employes. 

R e p o r t o r t h e I n d i a n C o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

The e ighth annual report o f the Board 
of Indian Commissioners is made public. The 
report reviews what has been done under the 
peace system, and deprecates the want of good 
faith of the government in its treatment of the 
Indians. It concludes with the following rec
ommendations: Immediate compliance on 
the part of the government with the terms of 
existing treaties with all Indians; appropria
tions for consolidating agencies; generous ap
propriations for educational purposes; discon
tinuance of tribal relations; extcntion of the 
law for the piotcction of life and property; 
allotments of land; establishment of industrial 
and agricultural boarding schools; compelling 
the attendance of all between seven and eigh
teen years of age; issue of supplies to be made 
to the heads of families; increased salaries to 
Indian agents. 

K n g l a n d a n d A u s t r i a M i x i n g I n . 

The Liverpool Courier's London corres
pondent telegraphs that the British govern
ment has resolved to interfere between Russia 
and Turkey. I have the highest authority 
for stating that Her Majesty's government has 
just been called upon by Austria to fulfil her 
engagement under the tripartite treaty of 1856 
for protecting the integrity of the Ottoman 
empire, and that a decision has been come to 
at a Cabinet meeting. The Cabinet resolved 
as a first step, to make a formal request to the 
Russian government to state the object of 
military operations now being undertaken 
against the Ottoman government and define 
the extent to which it is proposed to carry 
those operations. The correspondent also 
learns that the Austrian government will ad-
drees an inquiry of the samo purport to Rus
sia 

Tho W h e a t R n g l s n d hits R e c e i v e d . 
T h e fo l lowing statement of the Bureau 

of Statistics shows the imports of wheat into 
the United Kingdom during the fifteen mouths 
ending March 21st, 1877- From the United 
States, hundred weight, 24,399,163; from Rus 
Bia, 10,112,444; from British India, 8,986,200, 
from Germany, 2,928,013; from France, 571,867; 
from Egypt, 2,452,070; from Turkey, Wallachia 
and Moldavia, 1,441,183; from British North 
America, 2,482,059,from Chili, 994,619, from 
other countries, 3,683,691. Total, 53,956,358 or 
nearly one hundred million bushels, of the 
value of £28,085,007. Buringthc same period 
there was imported 749,051 hundred weight of 
wheat flour, of which 2,749,579 was received 
from the United States. 

clared President by constitutional authority, 
has met my hearty approbation, and so long 
as he stands squarely up to that policy he 
will have my humble support." 

Tho m r a t B a t t l o Warn a y V a r a * . 
Safuet Pasha has addressed tho fol low

ing dispatch to the Turkish Ambassador at 
London, on the 26th: "The first engagement 
has just been fought at Tehurnkson, near Ba-
toum. After some fighting the enemy was 
defeated and put to rout, with a loss of 800." 

V* O t t c t e l XatlHeaUan* ' 

The State Department has not y e t re
ceived any official notification from either the 
Russian or Turkish Ministers of the declara
tion of war. It is probable our government 
will send two or three officers abroad to ob
serve military operations between Russia and 
Turkev. 

R U S S I A ' S W A R W I T H T U R K E Y . 

A P R I L 2 8 . — A dispatch from London 
says advices from Turkish sources report the 
battle at Bellorene raged throughout yester
day. The Russians, commanded by Grand 
Duke Michael, were repulsed with heavy loss. 
The Turks, under Hassan Pasha, suffered 
slight losses. The Russians resumed the at
tack last night and were again defeated and 
driven across the frontier. Other dispatches 
say the Turks crossed the Danube to-day near 
Suestra. where an engagement is expected. 
The Italian government has issued the decla
ration of neutrality. A dispatch from Kis
cheneff has the following: As the Russian 
army advances proclamations will be issued 
both to the Christians and Mussulmanpopula-
tions of Turkey ordering them to remain quiet 
and attempt nothing against each other, as all 
who remain quietly in their homes will not 
be molested. Nothing will be, taken without 
payment. Russia does not wish the Christ
ian population to rise, as this would only re
sult in disorder and useless bloodshed, but 
Christians who wi6h to take part in the war 
can come to the Russian army where they will 
be given arms and uniforms, and be regularly 
enrolled in a special division commanded' 
by Russian officers under the strictest dis
cipline. 

..**. 
Latest Markets. 

A n n a Bl laa T h r o w n out o r tho Court . 
The fo l lowing is the decision of the 

Court in the suit of Brigham Young's nine
teenth wife for divorce: That the alleged 
marriage was and is polv gamous and therefore 
null and void; that during the time plaintiff 
was with defendant as polygamous vv ife she 
w as serving him as a menial s e n ant, and 
w ould be entitled to reasonable compensation 
for her services Having rvceiv ed iu this in
stance, in the foini of alimony, moie than such 
services are shown by the proof to be reason
ably w orth, bhc should go he nee w it bout fur
ther compensation 

Vrcnch a n d A u s t r i a n aH««lou«. 
T h e appointment of ex-Governor Xoyes , 

of Ohio, as MinUtei to France has been agreed 
upon, and he has formally accepted the posi
tion. He will not sail for that couutrv uutil 
his nomination shall have been confirmed by 
the Senate at the approaching extra sesoion 
No one has yet been selected for the Austrian 
mission, though several gentlemen are named 
in connection therewith, among them ex-Gov
ernor Fletcher of Missouri. 

H a y e a ' I n d l a n Foil* >. 

The extra session of the Board of Indian 
Commissionci a, now in session in Washington, 
accompanied by Secretary Schuiz and Indian 
Commissioner Smith, called on the President 
for the purpose of learning his v iew s on the 
Indian peace policy. The President said he 
knew no reason why the Indian policy of the 
late administration should not be continued. 
Secretary Schurz remarked that while in pri
vate life he has given his earnest support to 
this policy, and he saw no reason why he 
should not sustain it as Secretary of the In-
teiior. 

S w o r n I n W i t h A p o l o g i e s . 
In the South Carolina Senate D . T. 

Walker, Republican Senator from Chester, un
der indictment of larceny and breech of trust 
sent in his resignation. This leaves the Senate 
sixteen Democrats, sixteen Republicans and 
one independent. In the House twenty-one 
contumacious members, who refused to recog
nize the constitutional House, were admitted 
to scats and sworn in, after first being brought 
to the bar and made to apologize for contempt. 
There are still about thirty Republicans in con
tempt. 

MILWAUKEE. 
FLOiiR—Spiing extras, | 8 25@8.50. 
GIUIN—Wheat, No. 1 $1.95; No. 2, $1 81>£; 

seller May $t.81>£, seller June $1.82; No. 3, 
f l .60. Corn, No 2,new,55(»58c. Oats, No. 2 
fresh, 42c. Rye, No. 1, 97@1.00. Barlev, No. 
2, 83@84c. 

MESS PORK—$16.50 seller June. 
CHICAGO. 

GRAIN—Wheat, No. 2, Chicago spring $1 63 
cash; $164 seller May: $1.67>£ seller June; 
sales at $1.67@1.77 seller June; No. 3 spring 
Chicago $1.56; rejected, $1.35. Corn, 54%c 
cash; 54J£c seller May; S7%c seller June; 
sales at 58>£@63c seller June; rejected, 48%c. 
Oats, No. 2, 39>£c cash; 40c seller May; l i e 
seller June. Rye No. 2 95c. Barley 80@82c. 

PROVISIONS—Pork $16.00 cash and seller 
Muy,$16.17@16.20 seller June; has sold at 
81G.12K@16.80 8eller June. 
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T h e E q u i t a b l e L i f e A s s u r a n c e S o c i e t y 
R e p o r t s . 

From the X. Y Evening- Poet, April IT. 
The reports-which are publ i shed in the 

Evening Post to-day w i t h respect to the 
condit ion and management of the Equita
ble Life Assurance Society scarcely need 
extended comment . I t is manifest that 
in these reports w e have an exact and full 
se t t ing forth of all the facts which can 
possibly concern the publ i c ; that there has 
been no disposit ion on the part o f the so
ciety's officers to shun examinat ion or to 
make concealment; and that the voluntary 
committee , from which one of the reports 
comes, have not hesitated to criticise free* 
y whatever they have found in the man

agement deserving o f censure. I n a 
word, the reports are what they ought to 
be, and they have the fullest w e i g h t w i t h 
the publ ic . 

The conclusion to be drawn from them 
is that the company is entirely sound, and 
that i t has never been* otherwise. 
T h e j serve, even at a t ime of m u c h un
certainty and suspicion, to restore full 
confidence in the society, whose manage
ment is thus exhib i ted to the pub l i c ; and 
the management w e mus t confess seems 
to have been characterized b y great en-
tefprize and energy coupled w i t h m u c h 
ski l l . E v e n the large expenditure on the 
bu i ld ings of the company in N e w York 
and Boston i s found to y ie ld a combined 
return of 1:12 per centum net . Presum
i n g that everybody has read the reports 
i t i s not necessary to quote from t h e m 
here, but they mus t be very grat i fy ing 
reading to the pol icy-holders , w h o thus 
find their trust has not been misplaced. 

A Good M o t h e r . 

Ycrdlvt la th* Saathvrn Hotel l»f ia«t«r. 
The Coronor's jury d id not discover how 

the Are in the Southern Hotel at St. Louis 

P r o t e c t i n g Our Interests*. 

The Secretary of the N a v y n o w has un
der consideration the question of asking Con
gress to appropriate $500,000 at the approach
ing extra session for the purpose of fitting out 
eight vessels, to be held in readiness for ser
vice in case of an emergency. It is feared the 
eastern troubles may possibly jeopardize 
American interests, and it is proposed to have 
these vessels ready to join the European and 
Asiatic stations 

Safuet Pasha has addressed the fol low
ing dispatch to the Turkish Ambassador at 
London, on the 26th: " The first engagement 
has just been fought at Tehurnkson, near 
Batoum. After some fighting the enemy was 
defeated and put to rout, with a loss of 800." 

, X*mlnat«d r©r g > n a t « r . 
J u d g e L . M. Spofford has been nomi

nated by the Democrat caucus for United 
States Senator from Louisiana. In an inter
view Judge Spofford said: "The policy of 
President Hayes, as outlined by his inaugural 
address and his official action since he was de-

From the Ban AntonU Herald. 
" Look here," said an exc i ted Fourth 

Warder to a neighbor w h o had a b i t ing 
dog, " you have g o t to k i l l that d o g o f 
yours or I'll d o it . H e nearly b i t m y 
mother, and o ld lady of ninety-five years 
and in feeble hea l th . It's s imply i n 
famous." The owner of the d o g looked 
sorry and said he d i d not wonder at 
the other m a n for b e i n g so anxious 
about the health o f the author o f h i s 
being, to w h o m he o w e d so m u c h . 
" ' Ta in t that," repl ied the k i n d son, " b u t 
she isn't l ong for this world, anyhow, and 
f she ge t s dog^-bit at her t ime of life she 
wi l l never spl i t another st ick o f wood, or 
fetch another bucke t o f water;" and h i s 
voice actual ly grew h u s k y and he w i p e d a 
tear from the end of h is nose. 

The Poor Sheep. 

The acuteness o f the sheep's ear, i t is 
said, surpasses al l t i l ings in nature that I 
know of. The e w e wi l l d is t inguish her 
own lamb's bleat a m o n g a thousand, all 
b leat ing at the same t ime . Bes ides the 
d is t inguishment o f voice i s perfectly re
ciprocal be tween the ewe and the lamb, 
who, among the deafening sound run to 
meet one another. There are f e w things 
that have ever amused m e more than a 
sheep shearing, and then the sport con
t inues the whole day . W e put the flock 
into the fold, set out al l the l ambs to the 
hi l l and then send the e w e s out to m e e t 
them as they are shorn. T h e m o m e n t a 
l amb hears its dam's voice i t rushes from 
the crowd to m e e t her, b u t instead o f 
finding the rough, we l l c lad, comfortable 
mamma, w h i c h i t left an hour, or a f e w 
hours ago, i t meets a poor, naked, shiver
i n g — a most deplorable l ook ing creature. 
I t whee ls about, and uttering a loud, tre
mendous bleat o f perfect despair, flies 
from the frightful v is ion. T h e mother's 
voice arrests i t s flight. I t returns, flies, 
and returns again, general ly for ten* or a 
dozen t imes, before any reconcil iat ion i s 
perfected. 

A F e w Hours w i t h Charles D i c k e n s . 

First o f all, I m u s t te l l y o u that w e 
three y o u n g people w e n brought u p to 
k n o w o f D i c k e n s b y heart. W e had, 
moreover, the g o o d fortune to k n o w of 
h i m as the w a r m personal fr ied o f our 
father, and to feel that, b y virture of 
auld l ang syne, w e had at least some 
c la im upon h i s friendship. S o when , in 
the late autumn, w e came b a c k to E n g 
land and found that Mr. D i c k e n s h a d 
b e g u n his famous readings, i t w a s very 
p la in to us that in one w a y or another w e 
must hear h i m . 

T h e ch ie f difficulty lay in the fact that 
he was reading only in the provinces, and 
it was b y no means easy to find out where 
or how to catch h i m . T h e Council of 
Three had a protracted meet ing , the 
result o f w h i c h was . that m y brother 
wrote direct ly to Mr. Dickens , t e l l ing h i m 
of our desire, and asking i f h e w o u l d 
be k i n d e n o u g h to advise us what to%do. 
Q u i c k l y c a m e back aC l itt le -, note, a sk ing 
us to m e e t h i m at Colchester, where h e 
was to read on a certain evening the trial 
from ' 'P ickwick*' and selections from 
" N i c h o l a s N i c k l e b y . " 

Wel l , a few days later, in the autumnal 
twi l ight , w e were m e t on the platform at 
Colchester b y the y o u n g m a n then of
ficiating as Mr. Dickens's secretary, w h o 
took us at once to the queer old Eng l i sh 
inn,—than w h i c h w e could have found no 
fitter place wherein no m e e t h i m w h o 
wrote of " Boots at the Holly-tree Inn," 
and those t w o dear l i tt le runaways. 

Can anybody imagine h o w we i e l t when, 
hal f an hour later, a fat and solemn wait
er appeared at our door and informed us 
that " Mr. D i c k e n s hisse l f had hordered 
supper for u s ? " A n d cannot everybody 
understand that our appetites were 
rather taken away than st imulated, 
w h e n w e found that our supper w a s evi
dent ly the work of a host who remem
bered the days of h i s youth, and had found 
t ime to g i v e thought to the young people 
he was entertaining? Everything that the 
appetite o f s ixteen was l ike ly to crave, 
was there—even to a certain k i n d of l i t t le 
custards, w h i c h Mr. D ickens had se lected 
as b e i n g sure to please the " y o u n g la
dies ." 

A n d then we were taken off to the thea
ter, and ensconced in a corner where w e 
could see and hear better than anybody 
else, and where w e caught, more" than 
once during the evening, s ideway smi les 
from the world-known eyes and mouth 
that were so quick and keen in their 
g lances and expression. O f the reading 
i tself I can say noth ing; ask your parents 
about i t ; those w h o have heard i t k n o w 
what i t was to t h e m ; whi le to those w h o 
have not been so fortunate, descrip
tions can only be an aggravation of their 
i l l - luck. 

We, at least, were more than satisfied as 
to the greatness o f our favorite, and after 
the reading was over, i t was not w i t h a 
l i tt le trembl ing that our insignificant feet 
fo l lowed the attendant to the dress ing 
room, where Mr. Dickens , in h i s shirt
sleeves, was w a l k i n g rapidly u p and 
down, as a means of g e t t i n g through 
w i t h the coo l ing and c a l m i n g process, 
wh ich was a lways necessary after the 
intense exc i tement and exertion o f h i s 
reading. 

The th ing which struck m e first, and 
which has a lways remained m y strongest 
impression about h i m , was h i s power of 
put t ing h imse l f in complete sympathy 
wi th other people ; and I bel ieve that to 
b e the key-note of h is gen ius . D u r i n g 
that hour, and the hours w h i c h fo l lowed 
it ,—for w e went back wi th h i m to the inn 
and sat bes ide h im whi l e he ate h is 
hearty supper,—he was l iterally one o f 
us ,—a boy,—only a b o y beyond compare 
in exuberance of mirth, quickness o f wit , 
and inexhaust ible capacity for happiness . 
H e was absolutely never sti l l , menta l ly or 
phys ica l ly ; thoughts , words and gestures 
fo l lowed each other in br ight succession, 
t i l l i t w as l i t t le wonder that m y sister 
and I went to bed thoroughly exhausted, 
to pass a n ight of m i n g l e d dreams and 
sleeplessness, under the canopy of our 
queer o ld d i n g y four-poster. 

In the morning, we w o k e to find a 
smart l i tt le snow-storm g o i n g on, but 
none the less cheery was the breakfast 
w i th Mr. D i c k e n s ; for h is was a 
gaye ty dependent neither on weather, nor 
hours, nor people . 

Through the softly fa l l ing snow we 
came back together to London, and on 
the rai lway platform parted with a hearty 
hand-shaking from the m a n w h o wi l l 
forever be enshrined in our hearts as the 
k indes t and most generous, not to say 
most brill iant, o f hosts .—From "Our Let
ter," St. Niclwlasfor May. 

>•«-
K e e n S a t i r e . 

I n the days of Andrew Jaekbon, dur ing 
a hot ly contested polit ical conflict, in 
front o f a v i l lage store were gathered a 
squad of workers—the v i l lage wire-pul
lers m e n w h o were spending their t ime 
and breath for the party, and w h o were 
l ook ing for office, every one of them, 
engaged in discuss ing the prospects of 
the situation. W h i l e they were thus en
g a g e d in fee l ing self-confident and jub i 
lant, an o l d stager o f the oppos ing party, 
named Sam Belkoop, came u p . Ordi
narily Sam was reserved, and mindful l of 
h is o w n business , but in exc i t ing t imes 
l ike the present, w h e n he had " a f ew 
glasses aboard" he could be (loquacious. 
T h e party of pol it ic ians, all k n o w n to be 
hungry for government pap, ha i led Sam 
rather ironically, a sk ing h i m h o w went 
the battle on h i s s ide. Said S a m : 

" I don't know, gent lemen, as I can g ive 
you any information on that subject, but 
I can tel l y o u a b i t o f a story." 

Ah , that was justjthe th ing, ' 'Fire away, 
Samuel , l e t us have i t ." 

Sam, took a seat upon an e m p t y nail 
k e g , and told as fo l lows: 

Once upon a t i m e there was a great 
K i n g w h o had a phi losopher in whose 
j u d g m e n t h e a lways put t h e utmost con
fidence. On a certain morning the K i n g 
took i t into h i s head that ho wanted to 
g o out a hunt ing , and hav ing summoned 
h i s nob le s ; and all the chief m e n of h i s 
court, and m a d e necessary preparations 
he ca l led h i s philosopher and asked h i m 
i f i t w o u l d rain during the day . The 
phi losopher sa id i t w o u l d n o t ; so the 
K i n g and h i s nobles , and al l h i s great 
m e n departed. U p o n approaching the 
forest t h e y m e t a countryman mounted u p 
o n a jackass , w h o advised t h e m to return 
assuring t h e m that i t w o u l d very soon 
rain. " B a h ! " cried the King . 

" D o e s this fe l low k n o w more than m y 
philosopher? L e t u s ride on ." 

S o on they rode, and h a d j u s t entered 
the forest w h e n the rain came d o w n i n 
torrents, dr iv ing t h e m to the nearest shel
ter, w h i c h they reached drenched to the 
skin , bi t terly l ament ing that they d i d not 
take the rustic's advice . W h e n they re
turned to the palace tile K i n g sent for h i s 
philosopher, and hav ing soundly berated 
h i m for l e t t ing h imse l f be outdone b y a 
country rustic, d ismissed h i m . T h e n he 
sent for the countryman, in tending to 
instal l h i m into the vacant office. 

" Te l l me," said the K i n g , w h e n the 
m a n appeared before h i m , " h o w you k n e w 
it wou ld rain?" 

" I didn't know, sir," replied the coun
tryman," m y jackass told me ." 

"Mercy!" cried the monarch in great 
astonishment. " H o w d i d h e tel l you?" 

" I t ' s a way he has, your majesty, o f 
p i c k i n g u p his ears and snuffling the 
air." 

A n d thereupon the K i n g sent for- tfa* 
jackass , and a l lowed the countryman t o 
g o h o m e ; and the jackass w a s instal led 
into the office made vacant b y the re
t irement of the philosopher. " A h ! " con
c luded Sam, w i t h a woful shake o f the 
head, "the poor K i n g l i t t l e , dreamed the 
calamity that s imple act was to br ing up
on h i s k i n g k o i n ! " 

" H o w so?" demanded the auditors 
eagerly . 

" W h y , " replied Sam, very gravely, 
'* from that d a y to this every" jackass is 
c lamoring for office!" 

Samuel B e l k o o p w a s inv i ted into the 
store to take something,but he d id not g o . 

S t a n d b y E a c h O t h e r . 

In these p inch ing t imes , when mult i 
tudes are on short supply and thousands 
of famil ies are be ing compe l l ed b y hard 
necessi ty to s tep d o w n from their former 
posit ions, the duty of brotherliness is 
doubly incumbent . A friend in need i s a 
friend indeed. Enforced idleness i s to an 
industrious person a g a l l i n g yoke ,but the 
last f e w years have demonstrated that, 
however w i l l i n g one m a y be to work, the 
procurement of that work i s not a lways 
possible . W h a t is our duty toward that 
large deserving class w h i c h w e all f ind 
among our relatives and friends? Shall 
w e wi thdraw a portion of our deposits 
from the savings-bank and place i t at their 
disposal? T o the mercenary spirit that is 
a tough propositiou. T o the generous 
soul that has been baptised o f heaven i t 
is a very s imple one. The first object of 
money , and one of the greatest pleasures 
of l ife, is to turn sunshine and j o y in to 
the homes threatened wi th despair. Read
er, do you wish to b e happy? Work that 
mine . Be assured that i t i s more blessed 
to g i v e than to rece ive: H u x l e y ridicul
i n g prayer, and Moody de l ight ing in it, 
both agree here. Let us, as w e journey 
along, make this desert of ours b loom as 
the rose. Where there's a w i l l there's a 
way. I f we have wi th in us the spirit 
which springs u p l ike a b u b b l i n g stream, 
w e cannot he lp but d o good , refreshing, 
irrigating work as w e put in our three
score years and t en . W e d o not often 
enough ask ourselves the quest ion wheth
er we have k i n d l y relatives or devoted 
friends w h o are carrying heavy burdens 
and are in a t ight place. 

Life is a battle . Brave soldiers stand 
b y each other in the camp and on the bat
tle-field, and w h e n disease or the bul le t 
strikes them they endure nobly . On the 
waste o f waters sailors are as true as steel 
to each other. The flag of distress stirs 
their inmost soul and induces large per
sonal sacrifices. These are exce l lent ex
amples to fo l low everywhere. Selfish
ness i s the ogre which disfigures society. 
I t has seated i tse l f in the Christian 
Church and it i s the b lemish, the beset
t i n g s in in m a n y a Christian h o m e . I t 
is an influence from below, not from 
above. 

In prosperous t imes we floated a long 
pleasantly w i t h associates in the counting-
house and the factory. Orders were is
sued b y the Captain of the craft that 
sail should be taken in . Th i s one and 
that was dismissed from service. Heads 
of famil ies were thrown out by hard 
necessity. Wel l , h o w d o w e w h o con
t inue in the service and under pay act in 
this crisis? D o we consider the wife and the 
chi ldren of our cashiered associate? D o 
we economise and m a k e sacrifices that 
we m a y in the meant ime g i v e our unem
ployed friend a he lp ing hand I Yes , i f 
w e are the sons of God and were rightly 
educated at the fireside. The sons of 
Belial , no matter what their professions, 
have no sol ic i tude on occasions l ike this . 
T h e y are sorry, but their sorrow is from 
the teeth outward. Their hands, b y im
pulse or principle, never find their way 
into their pockets, or i f they d o it is only 
that they may c lutch the greenbacks more 
closely, that they and their fami ly may 
live in luxury. 

Let every l itt le circle, then, stand b y 
each other when the storm is on. Let us , 
look less upon our own cares, and more 
upon the heavy burdens o f our neighbors 
and acquaintances. I f you have this 
world's goods , and see your brother have 
need, and shut u p your bowels o f compas
sion from him, how dwel le th the love of 
God in you? 

- ^ 

T r e a t m e n t for a n U l c e r a t e d T o o t h . 

Dr. Geo. L. Parmelee of Harvard Uni
versity, writes to the Journal of Chemistry, 
te l l ing the cause o f ulcerated teeth and 
the treatment therefor. I f a longitudinal 
section be made of a tooth, a cavity near
ly corresponding in shape to the external 
contour of the tooth wi l l be found. The 
cavity is prolonged into the root or roots, 
i f there be more than one, and opens b y a 
minute orifice at the extremity o f each. 
This i s cal led the pu lp cavity or chamber, 
whi l e those portions ex tending into the 
roots are dis t inguished b y the name of 
pu lp canals. Th i s p u l p cavity i s occu
p ied b y a h i g h l y vascular and nervous 
tissue, the dental pulp , wh ich i s contin
uous, through the open ing at the end o f 
the root, w i t h the vessels and nerves 
which supply the teeth and adjacent 
parts. 

W h e n from any cause the p u l p o f a 
tooth dies, what happens? T h e p u l p be
i n g dead, o f course, decomposes; and i f 
a l lowed to remain i n the tooth, the gases 
arising from this decomposit ion m u s t find 
a means o f ex i t . I f a cavity o f decay ex
ists freely open, the gases arising from the 
dead p u l p wi l l escape through the cavity, 

and n o trouble results. B u t should this 
cavity b e closed, either b y the impact ion 
o f food, a filling, or a n y other cause, the 
gases finding n o other vent, are forced 
through the minute orifice at the and o f 
the root, where the vessels entered w h i c h 
suppl ied i t w i t h life, irritating the root 
membrane o f the tooth and surrounding 
parts. This irritation causes inflamation, 
and as this progresses, p u s i s formed. 

# T h e first indication w e have o f this va
riety of toothache i s a s l ight soreness on 
shutt ing the teeth together or o n s tr ik ing 
the affected tooth. Soon the soreness in 
creases, the tooth feels as i f i t was more 
Srominent than the others, and one has a 

esire to b e continual ly fee l ing o f it, to 
see h o w th ings are progressing. T h e 
pain i s dull , throbbing, and, o w i n g t o the 
parts b e i n g confined b y hard, bony wal l s , 
severely intense, the whole j a w sympa
thiz ing . 

A s i t i s often'necessary to destroy these 
pulps , what should b e done to guard 
agamst toothache o f th is variety? After 
the l i fe o f a pu lp has been destroyed, by. 
tiie application of medic ine to it, or any 
other cause, i t should be hardened and 
withdrawn from its cav i ty—which i s not 
a painful operation—the parts thoroughly 
disinfected, and the cavity carefully filled. 
I f teeth are treated i n th i s way , the 
chances o f trouble are -greatly lessened, 
and they m a y b e retained as useful or-

f^ans for m a n y years and perhaps for a 
ifetime. W h a t shall we do i f this 

trouble does arise? Consult a competent 
dentist, not one who has p i cked u p a l it
t le knowledge o f teeth, and i s a mere ex
tractor and p lugger of these organs, but 
one w h o has been thoroughly and scien
tifically educated for h is cal l ing, and he 
wi l l k n o w what t o do . In case for a n y 
reason this i s impossible , you may be able 
to relieve yourself. 

I n the first place do' not delay in hope 
that the tooth m a y feel better, but attend 
to i t at once. Remove i f y o u can al l for
e ign matter from the cavity, thoroughly 
wash ing i t w i th tepid water, and g e t an 
opening into the p u l p chamber. Th i s 
alone w i l l often cure it . Pa in t the g u m 
freely all around the tooth wi th strong 
tincture o f iodine, first dry ing off the 
moisture from the g u m . H o l d ice-cold 
water or lumps o f ice continual ly in the 
mouth, but should you start on this cold 
water method of treatment y o u mus t k e e p 
i t u p for several hours, or i t w i l l be worse 
than useless. H o t foot-baths and saline 
cathartics. Let the tooth alone, do not 
k e e p fee l ing of it, thus keep ing up the ir
ritation w h i c h y o u are trying to allay. 
R e m e m b e r that this form of treatment is 
not applicable to an exposed l iv ing pulp, 
but only in cases where this organ i s dead. 
Cold water, app l i ed to an inflamed l iv ing 
pulp , would only increase your agony. 

Should you find that y o u cannot arrest 
the inflamation after a sufficient trial, y o u 
wi l l have to take the other course, and 
that is, to hasten suppuration b y warm ap
plications directly to the part. For this 
purpose nothing is better than a spl i t fig, 
roasted and laid on the g u m . Warm 
fluids he ld in the mouth wi l l somet imes 
afford relief. B u t i t i s wiser to g o at 
once to a competent dentist, as serious 
trouble of ten arises from this form of dis
ease. Never , on any consideration, apply 
poult ices to the outside o f the face, for 
should the abscess point a break there, a 
permanent and unsight ly scar wou ld be 
the result. 

I n c los ing I wou ld say, that as " an 
ounce of prevention i s worth a pound of 
cure," i t would be m u c h better to attend 
to your teeth in t ime, before the pulps 
become exposed, and save your teeth and 
yourself all this pain . a n d trouble. Y o u 
wi l l never find any artificial teeth that 
wi l l be the source of so m u c h comfort as 
your own natural organs properly taken 
care of. 

m 

R u n n i n g a R a p i d i n a B i r c h C a n o e . 

Inc idental ly to his narrative of " Sea 
Trout Fishing," in Scribner for May, Mr. 
A. R. Macdonough g ives the fo l lowing 
description of a necessary experience 
on the rivers that feed the St. Lawrence : 

I n this sort of surf, half stone, ha l f 
water, a common wooden boat wou ld be 
b u m p e d to pieces in five minutes . T h e 
only th ing that can float in it, the birch 
canoe, i s one of those marvels o f c lever 
adaption that look l ike gen ius . Such a 
canoe is really nothing but a basket wi th 
pointed ends and stiffened s ides . Y o u 
sit, float, and toss in her as you would in 
a basket, and without most watchful per
pendicularity and tiresome tention of 
nerves in balance, you t ip out o f her as 
y o u w o u l d out of a'basket. She i s a mare 
s ingle sk in of bark sewed together w i t h 
deer-sinews, r immed w i t h s l ight ash or 
birch strips, and connected across at top 
b y five s lender thwarts, or "bords," m o d 
e l ed in all her l ines so that the deepest 
point i s a long the m i d d l e bottom, and she 
turns in the water every way as on a pivot . 
The draft, w i th t w o m e n aboard, i s three 
to four inches . Buoyant, o f elastic frame, 
unsteady to the l ightest touch, endways 
or s ideways, she answers to skil l ful con
trol, l ike a sentient th ing and throws a 
c lumsy rider l ike a mustang. W i t h her 
l ight grace and del icate color she is the 
lady of water-craft. 

The ski l l o f these canoe-men is won
derful, on ly ga ined b y long practice from 
early chi ldhood. N e a r i n g the foot o f the 
rapid, whi l e y e t in st i l l water, the g u i d e 
drops the paddle, stands erect w i th his 
sett ing-pole in the extreme stern, h i s boy 
in the same att itude at the point o f the 
bow, and studies the eddies and stones 
intent ly . I n a m o m e n t she i s s w u n g 
alongside a rock, her peak thrust jus t 
round i t across the s tream—then wi th a 
m i g h t y drive from the poles she darts di 
agonal ly through the torrent and whirls 
her tai l down* stream, under the lee o f 
another rock a f e w feet h igher u p . She is 
again h e l d h u g g i n g the granite b y main 
force, and e d g i n g forward till the beat o f 
the water bo i l ing u p astern o f her center 
he lps to lift her on, and wi th another 
powerful send she shoots across upward 
again t o the nex t covering point . She 
threads her intricate w a y a m o n g the 
bowlders b y repetit ion o f these z igzag 
dashes, somet imes mis s ing the a im and 
crashing b a c k against a rock, somet imes 
beaten aside b y the pole s l ipping on the 
bottom, w i t h the guide's e y e quick a t 
every turn, and h i s musc les steadi ly 
braced. T h e men's pose, alertness and 
strength form a s tudy . A t times she 
m u s t b e thrust u p b y sheer power against 
the dead rash of the torrent, g a i n i n g inch 
b y inch. 

David's cr ies to h i s b o y rise above t i e 
noise o f t h e water—" Piusse! arrets! lance! 
Vem! hat* Veau! autre bord! poiiue, 
pousseau,loin!" A c c i d e n t ! occurj' b u t 
se ldom from miscalculat ion. ! I f a wf le 
should snap w h i l e t h e stress o f t h e . J a e d 
beats o n her, the canoe m a y b e , whir led 
broadside on , a n d capsized. Then, there 
i s a ro l l ing and t u m b l i n g upon theroefcs , 
s trugg l ing for a footing, somet imes w i t h 
hard bruises,—or i f near the foot o f the 
rapid, one m a y b e s w e p t into d e e p Water 
and mus t k e e p a c lutch o n the p o i n t o f a 
canoe t i l l she drifts in to sha l lows . , 
c e p t i n the larger rivers, there i s n o t m u p h 
danger o f drowning. T h e g u i d e s prefer 
ascending to g o i n g d o w n a rapid, as the 
risk o f the c a n o e v g e t t i n g beyond their 
control i s m u c h less w h e n the water 
drives against her i n s i g h t . . T h e y are very 
cautious too, t o avoid straining o r bruis
i n g the boat. " Y o u act as i f th i s canoe 
be longed to you," D a v i d w o u l d < re
proach h i s b o y at a careless movement; 
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B. F . Johnson of Champaign, IU., fur

nishes an article to the publ ished, " Trans

actions of the State Board of Agricul 

ture," on the varieties, culture and most 

profitable use o f Indian corn. T h e bes t 

variety in any region i s stated to b e that 

which fifty years o f cult ivation have 

shown to be the best for that locality, al

w a y s g i v i n g the preference, i f any, for 

procuring seed to a more southern lati

tude. The cult ivation recommended is 

in accordance wi th the practice o f the 

best farmers; the enriching, instead of 

looking toward manure or artificial fer

tilizers, i s to be the turning under of 

green crops—clover, timothy or b lue-

grass sod. T o fortify th is posit ion, Mr. J . 

g ives t w o or three experiments o f h i s 

o w n and their results. H e p lanted five or 

s ix acres on o ld prairie, after manuring 

heavi ly the previous autumn and winter 

wi th cow, p i g and horse manure; p lanted 

nearly four feet each way , cult ivated 

as usual, and i n September g o o d j u d g e s 

est imated the c o m i n g crop equal to 

eighty-five or ninety bushels per acre, the 

ears be ing large and numerous, seven or 

e ight feet above ground, on stalks aver

ag ing e leven or twelvs feet h i g h . B u t 

after husking , the scales corrected the es

timate, and cut i t down to less than fifty 

bushels per acre. 
Another field, wh ich h a d been under-

drained, and heavi ly manured previous 
years, was planted in nearly the same way 
the year before,which was accompanied b y 
a severe drought, and it brought less than 
forty bushels per acre. I n the third ex
periment, the field was l ight ly manured, 
and planted, not in equal rows, but in 
dril ls four feet apart. The stalks were 
nine inches in the rows. W h e n a few 
inches high, each stalk had a smal l hand
ful of ashes—over a ton for the whole 
field. I t was cult ivated repeatedly 
through the season. A storm in Septem
ber prostrated a third or so of the stalks. 
The growth was about nine feet high, the 
ears numerous and heavy. After husking, 
w e i g h i n g the ears, and est imat ing e ighty 
ponnds to the shel led bushels , the field 
was found to have y i e l d e d over e ighty-
cur bushels per acre. Mr. J . ascribes 

this heavy product to the application of 
the ashes. This may have been correct in 
part; but we have found invariably, w h e n 
the measured experiment has been made , 
that 25 per cent, more i s obtained from 
wel l -managed dril ls than are from what 
are termed h i l l s at equal distance each 
way. Very frequent cult ivat ing wi l l 
often add ten or fifteen bushels to the 
'acre.—Country Gentleman. 

B e e i p e s . 

Take one pint bowlful of salt codfish 

p icked u p very fine, and t w o p int bowl-

f u l s o f co ld raw pee led potatoes; p u t to

gether into cold water and boi l unti l the 

potatoes are thoroughly cooked. R e m o v e 

from the fire and drain off al l the water; 

mash wi th a potato-masher; add a p iece 

of butter the size of an e g g ; t w o well-beat

en e g g s ; pepper and salt to-'taste. M i x 

we l l and fry in hot lard, butter or drip

p ings . D o not freshen the fish before 

boi l ing . These cakes m e e t w i t h much 

favor wherever made . 

Hop Yeast.—A large handful o f hops 

boi led briskly in three quarts o f water 

for a full half hour. Then m i x in hal f a 

cup of brown, sugar, one spoonful of g i n 

g e r and one o f salt. Bo i l al l together 

five minutes and strain. W h e n mi lkwarm, 

and one c u p o f yeast . W h e n risen l ight , 

use. Al low, as in potato yeast, a c u p to 

each loaf. P u t in three raisins, and a 

pinch of soda in the yeast that i s corked 

and reserved for another time. 

T h e New England Farmer s ays : " One 
great drawback to the profits o f farming 
in our lat itude i s the long, c o l d winter 
w h e n w e are ob l iged to consume the stores 
laid u p in the summer, b u t i f w e wou ld 
take a l i tt le more pains in preparing for 
co ld weather and in protecting ourselves 
and our cattle, our profits wou ld be in
creased more than w e m i g h t at first sup
pose. Our barns are too cold, and i t w i l l 
pay to m a k e them warmer. Boards are 
cheaper than hay." 

B u t W h e r e * t h e C a t ! 

T h e skeleton o f a ca t w a l k e d into 
Ryan's store at Hohokus . Ryan , see ing 
her, bawled out, "Mickey, d idn' t I te l l y e 
a month ago to fade that cat a pound o f 
mate a d a y unti l y e had her fat?" " Y o u 
did, and I 'm jus t after fad ing her a 
pound," " H a s that cat ate a p o u n d th i s 
morning?" " Yea, sir.' «• Shore, I th ink 
it's a l ie ye're te l l ing . B r i n g m e that 
scales. N o w b r i n g m e . that cat." T h e 
cat turned the scales a t exact ly one p o u n d . 

" There, d idn't I te l l y e she h a d eaten 
a p o u n d o f m a t e th i s mornin' ." " A l l 
r ight , m y boy , there's yer pound o f mate , 
b u t where the devi l 's the cat?" 


