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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL NEWS, 
•>«a tho f amat iBcmia facd M l M « a « « i a a . 

H o n . J a m e s CrBraden , Regis ter o f the 
Benson, Swift Co. Land pfflce (formerly lo. 
catcd at Litchfield Minn.) died on the 9th 
inst. at San Antonio, Texas, where he had gone 
a few weeks - before in hopes that the 
milder climate of that State would repair his 
wasted health and energy. On his first ar
rival there, it appeared as if he was likely to 
be greatly benefited, but as the result showed, 
this was-bnt a delusive hope, only too com
monly indulged in by the victims of that fell 
destroyer, Consumption. Mr. Braden was 
born in Ohio m 1885 and came West some 
twonty years ago, settling in Houston and af-
tcrwards removing to Fillmore county. In 
18G2 he was appointed Lieutenant of Volun
teers and assigned to duty in the Tenth Begi-
mnnt. After the Indian campaign of 1863, he 
went south with the regiment and became 
Assistant Provost Marshal of the Department 
of Missouri, Eight years ago he was ap
pointed Kegistcr of the Land Office at Litch
field which position he held at the time of his 
death. Mr. Braden was Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons at the time of his 
death, and on the arrival of the remains at St. 
Paul, will be escorted to Litchfield and there 
interred under the auspices of the Order. 

It-«vl« w o r Bn?U ih t! i*op»: 
The Mark Lane Express's week ly re 

view of the corn trade says, l i u >pitc of hcaty 
imports of foreign wheat and the afesmreof 
speculation, trade seems to possess an inher
ent strength. It is worthy of note that exj 
porta of wheat during the past six weeks 

. were nearly 48,000 quarters, and should the 
petition of French millers and merchants be 
granted with respect to the tax on wheat 
Imported from this country, a much larger 
outward movement may confidently be looked 
for, to supplement the acknowledged deficien-
cj of French cereal crops. In spite of the 
dullness of trade, holders evinced little dis
position to press sales and prices have under
gone but a trifling change. Russian wheat 
has occasionally given way, six pence to a 
shilling a rfuarter, but American remains firm 
and white sorts generally maintained their 
tallies-. A decidedly strong tono has been ap
parent in maize, of which imports continue 
light, and further rise in this valuable feeding 
stuff appears imminent; sound corn on spot 
almost exhausted and 3ls. Cd per 480 pounds 
from the grancry is asked for mixed American. 
In barley and oats business is quiet, about 
previous currencies." 

Y o n g H o o d l u m s ' l»olng«. 
The s tatement telegraphed from San 

Francisco by the Chinese six companies to 
President Hayes, that fifteen of their country
men were assaulted by roughs, maltreated 
and robbed on landing from the river steamer 
and no interference by the police, lacks con
firmation. Careful inquiry at the central and 
harbor police stations and from people fre
quenting the vicinity of the landing fails to 
show that any such incident occurred. There 
are a number of youngsters of the small-boy 
species, who hang abound the city front, and 
occasionally, when opportunity offers, throw 
stones at Chinamen landing and going up 
town. Such occurrences took place on the night 
of the 8th, when the police in attendance at 
the dock observed them, chased them away 
and administered whippings to two or three 
of them, and it is believed this circumstance 
has been magnified in the story telegraphed to 
the President. 

A Snnvtnitvy ot JuMlce Profunda, 
J u d g e Dean, of H o t Sulphur Springs, 

Colorado, reports his eouit broken up by a 
mob. Half a dozen men entered the court 
peaceably and ha\ iug arranged themselves 
to suit the"r purpose, the ringleader, said to be 
deputy shciiff elect, began to read tthat pur
ported to be a warrant commanding Judge 
Dean to disperse his ^o called court, and to 
deliver u? his books and seal. Dean com
manded him to sit down and threatened to 
place him under arrest, laying his lund upon 
his shoulder. Just then Dean was struck 
back of the car. The pretended officer drew 
a revolver and shot at Dean, the ball passing 
close to his head. There was a general rush, 
and although revolvers were held at his head, 
Dean succeeded in locking up the records and 
seals. l i e is on his way to Denver to ask the 
Governor to assist in ftistoring order. With 
such a mob hounding him he dares not open 
court. 

fCdncatloual E x h i b i t nt Pari* . 

The department of superintendence o f 
the national educational association reassem
bled in Washington on the 12th. The com-
mittee on the representation of our education
al interests in the Paris exposition t cported the 
advisability of requesting the President to ap
point as one of the hired commissioners a com
petent scientific expert in matters of educa
tion to organize and take charge of the edu
cational exhibit of the United States, and also 
to appoint a fair proportion of honorary com
missioners with reference to this purpose. 
The report also lecommcnded that an effort 
be made to obtain a share of the congressional 
appropriation for this purpose, and suggested 
that if the measure above indicated should fail, 
no c "editable educational display could be 
made at the exhibition. 

nonnced his decision in the matter of the ha
beas corpus to procure the release of Bar
keeper Fretch. He said after giving the case 
the most careful consideration in his power, 
he had come to the conclusion to dismiss the 
writ and rcmaud the prisoner. This saw a 
test case, and the judge in his decision says 
that the reciept given by the excise board Is 
in no sense a license, and that the "three 
spare beds" do not constitute an inn without 
other accommodations furnished at a hotel. 

T h e G r e a t Miad l laga Par l f l er S a l t . 

In the Uni ted States Supreme Court on. 
the l l t h the motion was called up to vacate 
the decree of the supreme court hfr-the case of 
Cochrane vs. Deneer, the celebrated" suit under 
the flour middlings patent, on the ground that 
prior to the argument iu the supreme court 
in 1876 the appellees had an understanding 
with tltc appellants, by which the case was 
virtually settled and the argument presented 
in behalf of defendants was, in consequence 
meager and insufficient, and hence the court 
was led to decide in favoi of the validity of the 
patent. The result of this motion is of t as', im
portance to the flour and milling interests of 
the countrv. 

F i s M I n g In T r x « i 
Advices from Austin, Tex. , say there 

was-flghting all.day on the 13th at^San Elezario 
in El Paso county, Texas, between Mexicans 
from both sides of the riyer Rie Grande, and 
Texas State troops. Gov. Hubbard has tele
graphed to President Hayes for help, there be
ing but twenty of the State troops at San 
Elezai io, and no other State forcea within sev
eral hundred miles. The whole country of 
El Paso is Mexican, and a rival posse cannot 
be raised. 

S o More Taoopa F o r T e x a s . 

A t the cabinet session on the l l t h the 
secretary of war had nothing to present re
garding affairs on the Rio Grande. It is not 
probable that any troops will be ordered to 
Texas at present in addition to those desig
nated for duty in that department, but com
panies from Minnesota, Carlisle barracks and 
other points that have been ordered to that 
sectiou.will be likely to have reinforcements 
ftorn rcciuiting stations as may be required. 

The F ir s t or t n e Y r a r . 
The elect ion for senator in Beaufort 

county, South Carolina, which includes sever
al sea islands, containing a large negro popu
lation took place on the 10th. Notwithstand
ing a vigorous Democratic canvass, J. W. 
Collins, Republican candidate, is elected by 
1,500 majority. This is the first election in 
this State this year, which has been carried 
by the Republicans. 

Frtmttlan Finance* . 
The Economist says the subscript ion to 

the new issue of 2,500,000 pounds of Prussian 
four per cent, consols at 93% this week shows 
that as much as 2S7,000,000 marks was applied 
for. A German national loan of 2,500,000 
pounds is stated to be in preparation for fund
ing the treasury bills which have been put in 
circulation for the purpose of carrying the 
currency reform through. 

A p p e a l o f A S t a t e D o n o r . 

Iu s u b m i t t i n g to the legislature the 
correspondence from parties representing a 
t cry large number of Tennessee bonds, ex
pressing a willingness to take fifty cents on a 
compromise of the State debt. Gov. Porter 
concludes his message as follows: "I appeal 
to the general assembly to rescue the State 
from its peril and to preserve something of its 
credit. The people of Tennessee are not pre
pared lo learn the full lesson of repudiation. 
They arc still sensible of the responsibility 
resting on them of maintaining the good name 
impressed upon the State by so many of her 
sons. The time has been when the prestige 
of Tcnnccssee, the high standard of her com-
mercirl credit, made all of her sous proud of 
their nativity. Do not let us turn our backs 
upon this honoi able history. 

K e a i r i e t l o c t h e Use off T r a d e Dol lar* . 

Information hav ing reached the treas
ury department that shipment of trade dollars 
arc being made from San Francisco to east of 
the Rocky mountains for domestic circulation, 
instructions were sent to the Pacifle 
coast mint to receive deposits in silver for re-
turns in trade dollars only in cases where 
that coin shall be actually required and in
tended for export to other countries. If this 
restriction should not prevent sending trade 
dollars east for domestic use it is probable the 
receipt of bullion for coinage into trade dol
lars will be intermitted for a time. 

t t c r a i c a r no i.lceii»i>. 

J u d g e Davis o f N e w York has an-

Mat l sraetoryIndian Counc i l . 
Several Cheyenne Indian ch ie f s had a 

satisfactory consultation with General Sheri 
dan in which they expressed a desire to re
main with General Miles and assist him in 
case of an Indian outbreak in the spring. 
They were, however, informed that they must 
move to their rcsert ation in Tndian territory 
early in April. 

Mirallowlnjc the S m a l l e r F r y . 
A San Francisco dispatch says that 

President Orton, of the Western Union tele
graph company states that an agreement has 
been reached by the Western Union and Cen 
tral Pucific authorities by which all telegraph 
lines of the railroad company are to be consol
idated with the Western Union system. 

I m p e a c h m e n t Proceeding* IthmixKed, 
Henry M c l v e i lias been re-elected as 

associate justice of the supreme court of South 
Carolina by a unanimous vote of the legisla
ture, Democrats and Republicans. There will 
also be an election for associate justice in the 
place of Wright, colored, resigned. Impeach
ment proceedings against Wright have been 
dismissed. 

A New Cabinet D e m a n d e d . 

S ince the defeat o f the administrat ion 
on the New, York appointments, letters and 
telegrams in immense numbers demand the 
reconstruction of the cabinet. It appears 
from these letters that Evarts and Schurz arc 
especially obnoxious. Their departure from 
the cabinet has been demanded by influential 
Republicans in not less than twenty-five 
States. 

One Store Unfor tunate . 

I n the execut ive session o f the Senate 
the nomination of Samuel B. McLin, a former 
member of the Florida returning board, to be 
associate justice of the supreme court of New 
Mexico, was reported from the judiciary com
mittee unfavorably and rejected without roll 
call. Senator Conovcr was one of its most 
earnest opponents. 

T h i s Mettles It . 
D u r i n g t) e Vanderbi l t wi l l case on the 

14th, Arthur Gilman, solicitor, testified that the 
commodore consulted him about plans of a 
monument in Central Park to Washington, to 
overtop every other monument in the world, 
and to be 625 feet high. The least cost would 
be $750,000. 

path l eading through the woods , w h i c h 
were particularly ferti le in thorn bushes 
and w i l d pear trees, and the infuriated 
beast, accustomed to fo l low this route 
before, dashed off as soon as he was at 
'iberty homeward, where h is master ar-
i v e d very m u c h the worse for h is jour
ney. H e had, however, enough strength 
ieft to cal l for the gate-keeper, w h o rec
ogn ized h is voice and opened the door, to 
close i t immedia te ly to k e e p out what h e 
supposed to be Mazeppa's ghost . A t last 
other servants, recovering Irom their lear, 
c a m e to his assistance and put h im to bed 
where he remained some months between 
life and death from the injuries h e had 
received. W h e n he recovered he ex i led 
himself voluntari ly to Poland, and jo in
i n g h imse l f to the fortunes of CharlesXII . , 
was mortal ly wounded at Pu l towa , and, 
d y i n g at Barnitza h i s body was brought 
to and b u i i e d at Galatz. 

^ » » 

R U S S I A ' S W A R W I T H T U R K E Y . 

r - . i 

C o m m i s s i o n e r O e n e r a l t o P a r i s . 

Richard C. McCormick o f Arizona, has 
been nominated by the President commission
er gener.il to represent the United States at 
he Intornationl Industrial Exposition at 

Paris. 
_^»». 

T h e T r u e S t o r y o f M a z e p p a . 

I n , the Church o f St. Mary, Galatz, 
Koumania, i s to be seen the t o m b o f Ma
zeppa, the famous h e t m a n o f the Cossacks, 
immortal ized b y B y ron. H i s adventures, 
s u n g b y the bard, were in real i ty m u c h 
more commonplace than as w e have 
learned to k n o w them. Mazeppa was a 
y o u n g Cossack o f the Ukraine, who , hav
i n g been ennobled b y the Russians, de
c l ined t o pay h i s taxes . For this the l o 
cal governor, Count Talboski , ordered h i m 
to b e stripped naked b y his servants and 
t ied to the back of h is horse, w i t h his 
head to the animal s tai l . The horse was 
then flogged, pistols were discharged 
close to h is ears, and after b e i n g thus ex
cited he was turned loose. T h e road 
leading to Mazeppa's house was a bridle-

Special advices from Bucharest put 
the number of Turkish prisoners taken at 
Plevna at 40,000 and the number of guns cap
tured at 400. The ground which was the 
scene of of the sortie, was literally strewn 
with dead and dying. Osman Pasha himself was 
wounded before he would consent to surrend
er. His valor, which is described as desper
ate, is everywhere the theme of conversation. 
The sufferings of the Turks in the bclcagurcd 
town were actually awful. Cold, disease and 
famine decimated the ranks and reduced the 
soldiers to living skeletons. To aggravate the 
sufferings there was no doctor, and no medi
cine could be obtained. 

T h e Russian official account o f the cap
ture of Plevna confirms the details already 
telegraphed. It says that the Turks fought 
like lions. Seven Pashas were captuicd. The 
counting of prisoners and trophies is not yet 
completed. The emperor was present on 
the 12th at a thanksgiviug service held on the 
site of the former headquarters of Osman 
Pasha. A grand council was held on the 12th 
at the war office in Constantinople. It is 
said it was resolved on war to the last ex
tremity. 

A c c o r d i n g to official returns, the Rus
sian losses in the fighting preceding the sur-
tender of Plevna were ten officers and 182 men 
killed, and forty-five officers and 1,207 men 
wounded. The Turks lost 4,000 killed and 
wounded, and the prisoners include ten 
pashas, 128 staff officers, 2,000 officers, 30,000 
infantrj and 1,200 cavalry. Seventv-seven 
cannon tv ere also caotured. The first ba*ch 
of prisoners, numbering 10,000, have already 
started for Bucharest. 

The London T i m e s ' correspondent at 
Plevna telcgraghs; Grand Duke Nicholas 
told me Ostium Pasha reported his force at 
27,000. At the same time the Grand Duke 
seemed doubtful if there were so many. 
About sixty cannon and many hundred wag
ons were among the trophies. Osman Pasha 
had three weeks provisions still on hand, and 
ten days' rations in his transport train for the 
whole army. The immediate cause of his 
abandoning the entrenchments wa3 the 
breaking out of an epidemic among the 
troops. There were forty or fifty dead bodies 
a day in Plevna. There were no men availa
ble to bury them, and the mortality was in
creasing. Eight hundred sick and wounded 
are in the hospitals. 

A correspondent at P levna telegraphs 
concerning Osman Pasha's reception by the 
Russians. The Grand Duke Nicholas rode up 
to Osman's carriage, and for some seconds the 
two chiefs gazed into each other's faces with
out the utterance of a word, then the grand 
duke stretched out his hand, shook the hand 
of Osman Pasha heartily, and said, "I compli
ment you on your defense of Plevna. It is 
one of the most splendid military feats in his
tory." Osman smiled sadly, rose painfully to 
his feet in spite of his wound, aud said some
thing which I could not hear. He then re
seated himself. The Russian officers all 
cried "Bravo, bravo," repeatedly, and all sa
luted respectfully. There was not one among 
them who did not gaze on the hero of 
Plevna with the greatest admiration and 
sympathy. Prince Charles, of Roumania,who 
arrived, rode up and repeated almost every 
word of the grand duke and likewise shook 
hands with Osman who again rose and bowed 
this time in grim silence. He wore a loose 
blue cloak with no apparent mark on it to 
designate his rank, and red fez. He is a large 
strongly built man. The lower part of his face 
is covered with a short black beard without a 
streak of grey, and lie has a large Roman nose 
and black eyes. It is a grand face exclaimed 
Col. Gaillard, French military attache. I was 
almost afraid of seeing him, lest my expecta
tion should be disappointed, but he more 
than fulfilled my ideal. It is the face of a 
great military chieftain. Said young Skobc-
leff, "I am glad to have seen him. Osmaa 
Ghazi he is.and Osman the victorious he will 
remain in spite of his surrender." 

FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
S E N A T E , D e c . 11 .—Pet i t ions and bi l l s 

were presented in great numbers. Mr. Maxey 
reported a resolution making an appropria
tion for a series of defensive works on the Rio 
Grande frontier. Mr. MeMillan introduced a 
bill to establish a board of steam inspection 
for the collection district of Minnesota. Mr. 
Dorsey introduced a bill to amend the act in
corporating the Texas Pacific. A resolution 
offered by Mr. Conkling for the appointment 
of a committee to investigate the Mexican 
troubles, was agreed to. Consideration was 
resumed of Matthews' resolution relating to 
the recoinage of silver, and Mr. Kcrnan spoke 
at length in opposition,followed by Beck and 
Wallace in favor. A motion by Mr. Allison to 
lay aside this resolution and take up the 
Bland silver bill, made the special order for 
the 12th, was defeated, 18 to 43, and the dis
cussion continued until ths Senate went into 
executive session, soon after adjourning. 

H O U S E D e c . 11 .—A bi l l introduced b y 
Mr. Whitthorne td pay the funeral expense's 
of those lest by the Huron wreck was passed. 
The deficiency bill with senate amendments 
was reported from the committee on appro
priations. The house concurred in some 
amendments, but non-concurred in many, in
cluding that appropriating $500,000 for the 
Star mail service. The speaker made some 
appointments on committees and the house 
adjourned. 

S E N A T E , D e c . 12—Several resolutions 
petitions and bills were presented and re
ferred. The select committee on the manner 
of counting the electoral vote for president 
was instructed to consider also the proper 
length of the presidential term. Bills regu
lating expense in the navy department were 
passed. The senate insisted upon the amend
ments to the deficiency bill and asked a con
ference committee. Mr. Matthews' resolution 
relating to silver was then taken up, and 
Messrs. Morgan and Christiancy addressed 
the Senate, after which the senate went into 
executive session, adjourning soon afterwards/ 

H O U S E , D e c . 12 .—Nearly the entire d i y 
was spent in the discussion of the Colorado 
contested election case, no vote being reached. 
The committee on foreign affairs reported 

a bill for the distribution of the Mexican claims 
award, asd the payment of $150,497 to Mexico 
in satisfaction of the award made her. A con
ference committee was ordered on the defi
ciency bill. The committee having charge of 
the Presidential election matter was instructed 
also to consider the proper duration of the 
presidential term. 
, Senate D e c . 18 .—The petit ion o f Cor-

bin of South Carolina asking that his claim to 
a-scat should be inquired into, was presented. 
Mr. Yoorhees submitted a resolution upon 
the financial question, announcing that he 
would make a speech upon it Jauuary 15. Mr. 
Davis' resolution calling upon the president 
for information relating to the militia in tb» 
several States was agreed to. The silrer re
solution of Mr. Matthews came up, r d the 
senate was addressed by Bayard in opposition 
to the.- resolution. Mr. Allison offered an 
amendmeat to the Bland bill directing the 
president to invite the silver using nations of 
Europe to a conference for the "purpose of 
establishing a uniform,Al-metallic standard, 
and providing for commissioneis on the part 
of the United States." Mr. Hil l then spoke in 
opposition to the resolution, followed by Alli
son in favor of it and Dawes on the other 
side. 

H O U S E , D e c . 12.—The Colorado con
tested election case occupied the entire day. 
Speeches were made by Butler, Patterson, the 
Democratic contestrnt, Hale.of Maine, and 
others. Late in the afternoon, a vote was 
taken. The report of the minority of the com
mittee declaring Belford entitled to the seat 
was rejected, 110 to 128, a strict party vote. 
The report declaring there had been no elec
tion was rejected, 116 to 117. Patterson was 
then seated by a strict party vote. 

S E N A T E , D e c . 14 .—The jo int resolu
tion relating to the establishment of reservoirs 
for the improvemert of the Wisconsin river 
ttas passed. Mr. Hereford addressed the 
House in favor of Mr. Matthews' silver re
solution. The deficiency bill was reported 
from the conference committee and passed. 
The Senate receded from some of the amend
ments, and the bill now appropriates $2,645,-
873. The clause permitting members of con
gress to send public documents free through 
the mails is retained. The post route bill,and 
the bill for the burial of the lost bv the Huron 
wreck, were passed. Mr. Mitchell introduced 
another Pacific railroad bill. It was voted to 
do no business to-day, 

H O U S E , D e c . 14 .—The deficiency b i l l 
was reported from the conference committee, 
and after a long discussion agreed to. Busi
ness on the speaker's desk was taken up and 
disposed of. The Senate amendments to the 
Paris exposition bill were taken up and agreed 
to. Mr. Wood, from the committee on ways 
and means, reported a resolution instructing 
the propc- committees to undertake the inves
tigation of the various branches of the public 
service, with power to send for persons and 
papers, and sit during recess. It provoked 
considerable opposition and discussion, Re
publicans filibustering to prevent a vote until 
adjournment. 

S E N A T E , Dec . 15 .—A resolution of in
vestigation offered by Senator Butler was ob-
jc2ted to,as contrary to the agreement to trane. 
act no business. The Senate went into exec
utive session to consider the personal difficulty 
between Conkling and Gordon, and a commit
tee of mutual friends announced the offensive 
expressions on both sides withdrawn. Ad
journed until January 10th. 

H O U S E , Dec , 1 5 t h — A f t e r considerable 
discussion, Mr. Wood's resolution for a gener
al investigation was postponed until January 
10; the Mexican border committee was 
authorized to sit during the recess; the senate 
amendments to the post rout bill were concur
red in; resolutions to pay extra employes were 
agreed to. Adjourned till January 10. 

-^» 
Minnesota .News Items. 

SI11LEY. 
The de fau l t ing Treasurer of McLeod 

county is now i n $ p . in Henderson Wheat 
is worth 90 cents at the Henderson mill 
Peter Kemp was severely bruised recently by 
being kicked in the face by a horse. 

STEELE. 
Owatonna has a seven hundred pound 

bell for fire alarms Late on the afternoon 
of the 5th, B. S.Arnold committed suicide at 
the Arnold House in Owatonna by shooting 
himself through the head with a pistol. De
ceased was 03 years of age and settled there in 
ia55. 

TODD. 
T h e valuation o f property in the coun

ty for the present year was over a million of 
dollars One hunter in the town of Ward 
has bagged twenty-one deer this season A 
Long Prairie doctor has raised a turnip 24 
inches in circumference. 

W t B t S U V t t . 
Some t ime last May, a y o u n g man 

named James Farlingcr took a drove of 101 
cattle from Lake City, Hyde Park, Chester and 
Zumbrota, toTlrivc to Sibley county Tor herd
ing during the giazing season. He was to 
return them to their owners about the middle 
of October, but this not being done an intes-
tigation was set on foot which disclosed the 
fact that Farlinger had shipped the cattle 
to Chicago and then disappeared Frank 
Knaft has been arrested at Lake City for 
stealing a watch case from Crane Bros, and 
also a gun and revolver from his room-mate. 

HAKTIN. 
The S. M. surveyors are st i l l at work 

between Fairmont and Winnebago City 
Large quantities of corn are daily brought in
to the Fairmont market. The ruling price 
does not vary | far from 25c. per bushel 
Hardcoalcosts$15pcrton in Fairmont, de
livered The Martin Countv Agricultural 
Society have purchased of Webster & Johnson 
twenty acres of land for a Fair ground. The 
land lies about SO rods cast of Fairmont on 
the south side of the road leading to Mr. 
Ward's farm. It is high, dry and level—com
mands a fine view of the town and surround
ing country and is of the right proportions to 
afford a splendid half mile track. The con
sideration ttas $500, only $100, being required 
for the first paj'ment, the balance on long 
time. 

MOKRISON. 
O day last week Mr. G. F . Bury 

killed three bears in the woods two or tlnee 
miles north of Platte river mills Nine fam
ilies recently moved into the town of Buck-
man and took claims. 

FILLMOKE. 
T w o sons of Michael K i n g in the vicin

ity of Chatfield have killed four wolves within 
the past ten days M. O'Conner of Bristol, 
has finished threshing, with the following re
sult: Wheat, 4,970 bush; Oats, 2,300 bush; 
Corn, 4,000 bush. Mr. O'Conner is one of the 
most thorough farmers in the State. He is 
also the father of thirteen children, all Minne-
sotians, and proudly asserts that Minnesota is 
the best producing country under the sun. 

OLMSTED. 
T h e house o f Mr. Lynch, a farmer re

siding in the town of Elmira, was recently 
destroyed by fire, together with its contents. 
Insured for $500 Johanna Gallavair, a lady-
over seventy years of age, who lived with he 
son in Rochester, died of the rupture of a blood 
vessel on the night of the 10th. She seemed 
perfectly well up to that time. She iived but 
about five minutes after the rupture. . . .E . W 
Seymore of Orion started last spring with 
thirty swarms of bees. He has sixty-five 
swarms in his cellar, besides taking up twenty 
swarms this fall. He has sold more than 
enough honey to gay expenses, besides having 
enough for his own u s e . . . .While Irving W. 
Fox, of Rochester, was .repairing a revolver, 
and working upon it without removing a 
cartridge which had been left in it, it in some 
way exploded, the ball striking the inside of 
Fox's left hand over the bone of the second 
finger, and following the bone went up the 
palm of the hand bevond the wrist. Dr. San
born probed to the wrist but could not find the 
ball. 

HOUSTON. 
Deer are plenty in Money Creek, but 

the hunters meet with poor success . . . . H. A. 
Casey of Money creek has lost a number of 
cattle with the black leg Thomas Rierdon, 
of Hukah has become insane, and wil Ifee rent 
to St. P e t e r — T h e Southern Minnesota rail
road, during the months of September and 

Octoccr, the present year, received nearly 
$215,000 as gross earnings. This is a good 
showing for 180 miles of railroad.. .A reading 

.rxtm is to be established in Caledonia. 

BED RIYER IMPROVEMENT. 
Meet ing ot* t h e C o n v e n t i o n a t Hrerken-

r l d g e , Bf Inn.—Coat o f p r o p o s e d I m p r o v e 
ment*—Resolut ions Adopted, dte A c . 
The convention ca l l ed to devise p lans 

for the improvement o f the navigation o f 
the R e d River ot the Forth m e t in the 
school house at Breckenridge, W i l k e n 
county, Minn . , on the morning of the l l t h . 
De legates were present from Fargo, 
Grand Forks and Trai l l county, D a k o t a : 
Moorhead, Perham, St. Paul , Litchfield, 
Fergus Eal ls , Morris, Macauleyvi l le and 
other points in Minnesota. The commit
tee on permanent organization reported 
H. M. Rice for president; C. B . Fa l l ey , S. 
G. Comstock, S . Listoe, A . Griggs , v ice 
presidents; S. Partridge, G. H . W a l s h , E . 
B. Chambers, secretaries, w h i c h report 
was accepted. 

ESTIMATE O F COST. 

The i o l l o w i d g est imates ot the total 
cost made Col. F . IT. Farguhar, U n i t e d 
States Engineer , were then submitted to 
the convent ion: %" 

Distance from Breckinridge'.to Moorhead, by 
river, 67 miles; air line 41 miles. 

For a distance of four miles below Breckin
ridge there is a channel of five feet in depth. 
Thcrivcr is 125 feet wide. Then for a distance 
•of nine miles the riveris obstructed by islands, 
sand-bars, rocks and shoals For sixty mileo 
further, to the mouth of the Upper Wild Rice 
rive the river is obstructed by many snags 
and °verhanging trees, and a few boulders. 
Iu the sveen miles of this distance the river is 
about ninety-five feet wide and from six to ten 
feet deep and extremely tortuous. 

From the mouth of the Upper Wild Rice 
river to Moorhead, a distance of eighteen 
miic6, the river is comparatively free from ob
structions. The bends of the "river have a 
quarter radius, and can be easily navigated. 
There are some overhanging trees and snags. 
At Morcliead the navigation is obstructed by 
the Northern Pacific railroad bridge. 

From Moorhead up-stream, a distance of 
eighty-four miles the only impro vcments nec
essary are the removal of the following ob
structions: 
For removal of boulders $ 3,000 00 
For removal of large snags 8,388 00 
For removal of small snags 868 00 
For removal of overhanging- and 

fallen trees " 2,450 50 

Toial .$ 14.706 00 
For improving remaining 13 miles 

to Breckenridge 5,897 62 
Add 10 per cent for contingencies.. 2,060 36 

Total cost for improving river from 
Breckenridge to Moorhead, 97 
miles .' $ 22,663 98 
Which amount could be judiciously expend

ed in one year. 
Above Goose Rapids $ 4,428 00 
Lock and dam at Goose Rapids 175,000 00 
Between Goose Rapids and Frog 

Point 32,880 00 

Total $212,308 00 
For improving Goose Rapids 100,000 00 
For dredging below Goose Rapids. 30,000 00 
For dredging below Grand Forks. . 80,000 00 

Total 
First estimate 
Second cbtimatc... 

.$210,000 00 

. 22,663 98 

. 212,308 00 

Total $444,97198 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

The committee on resolutions submit
ted the fo l lowing which was a d o p t e d : 

WHEKEAS, Thc^Rcd River of the North is 
part of a great water system of the North 
American continent, embodying over two 
thousand miles of navigable water, that with
in the United States the said river now has a 
navigable course of about six hundred miles 
from Fergus Falls to the international land
ing; that it is the common boundary between 
the State of Minnesota and the Territory of 
Dakota, traversing a great valley which takes 
its name from the river; that this vallev is de
monstrated to be peculiarly adapted to wheat 
and other cereals, and is capable of producing 
one hundred millions of bushels of wheat an
nually, and is destined to become with con
tiguous areas the granary of the American 
continent and largely the source of supply 
of the world's breadstuff'; that this valley is 
rapidly becoming the home of intelligent 
and industiious settlers; and, whereas this 
river is the national channel of commerce be
tween the United States and Manitoba and 
other northwestern provinces of the dominion 
ef Canada; that there is now upon its waters 
seven American and three Canadian steamer*, 
connecting the Northern Pacific and St. Paul 
& Pacific railways with the commerce of Man
itoba, connecting at Winnipeg with a propell
er on Lake Winnipeg to the mouth of the 
Saskatchewan, three hundred and fifty miles, 
thence by tramway five miles around the 
rapids, soon to be replaced by a canal, thence 
by two steamers on the Sackatchewan to Fort 
Edmonton, a distance of twelve hundred miles 
more; and whereas the Canadian government 
has extinguished the Indian title to the vast 
region between Lake Superior and the Rocky 
mountains, and is encouraging the settlement 
of this great interior district by constructing 
the Canadian Pacific railroad. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Ameri
can congress to the people of the Northwest 
and to the commerce of the whole country to 
cheapen the facilities of transportation of Ibis 
northern gateway. 

Resolved, That we, the representatives of 
the commercial, agricultural and industrial 
interests of the immediate Red River vall°y 
and adjacent districts of the Northwest in 
convention assembled, respectfully pray the 
national congress tomakesuch appropiiations 
as are shown to be necessary for the improve
ment of Red Rit er by the reports and esti
mates by the United States engineer. 

Rt solved. That the senators and represen
tatives of Minnesota and the delegates from 
Dakota in congress be requested to make 
every possible effort to secure the appropria
tion ot $100,000, to be expended during the 
season of 1878, between Breckinridge and 
Grand Forks, as shown to be practicable by 
Col. Farquhar's report, and also to secure 
such further sums as shall be necessary to 
survey the river between Fergus Falls and 
Breckinridge, with the view of improving the' 
navigation of that section of the river. 

Resolved, That the president of this conven
tion select an executive committee of five, 
whose duty it shall be to prepare a memorial 
to congress setting forth in detail the views 
of this coevention and the necessity of the 
improvement herein prayed for, call future 
conventions, if deemed necessary, and to take 
such other steps as will accomplish the end 
desired. 

Resolved, That the secretary of this conven-
tion cause printed copies of these resolutions 
to be transmitted to the president of the 
United States, members of congress and heads 
of departments, and that the newspapers of 
the country be requested to publish the same. 

Resolved. That our State legislature and the 
authorities of Dakota be requested to memor
ialize congress iu behalf of the objects above 
set forth. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

After the read ing of letters from Cap
tain Russe l l B lake ley , Senator W i n d o m , 
Dr. J . H . Stewart, and others, an execu
t ive commit tee of e leven were appointed 
as fo l l ows : S. Listoe, S. Partridge, S. G. 
Roberts , W . McCauley, W . R. Marshall , 
A . Sargent, G. H . W a l s h , J . W . Blanding , 
J . W . Taylor, J , Q. Burbank and S. G. 
Comstock. T h e convention then adjourn
e d sine die . 

J a m e s McClcrdon, colored, convicted 
I of the murder of C. M. Evans one year ago, 
I was hung at Bastrop, L a , on the 14th. 

DOCTOR D E A N E . 

A Christmas ttory. 
T h e December n i g h t was bitter co ld , 

wi th & clear s k y above, the m o o n a n d 
stars sh in ing br ight ly . 

Dr . Deane sat before the fire. 
H e was a y o u n g m a n o f about e ight 

and twenty years o f age , w i th a pleasant 
and good- looking face o f florid complex ion 
and, as yet, unmarried. 

H e sat,this fr -ez ing winter's night , w i t h 
his feet rest ing upon the brace fender, a 
medical book upon h is hands, and a p ipe 
dang l ing from h i s mouth . 

T h e contents o f the book d i d not seem 
to entirely enhance h i s attention, for 
every few moments he w c u l d raise h is 
eyes and g lance u p at the c lock o n the 
mante l . 

T h e c lock struck twelve . 
"Midnight," muttered the doctor aloud. 

"The m e n are ful ly an hour behind their 
appointed t ime . What can detain 
them?" 

The words had scarcely left h i s l ips 
when the be l l pealed loudly . 

Doctor Deane la id down his book upon 
the table. 

H e unlocked and opened the front 
door, and behe ld two m e n standing before 
h im in the clear moonl ight , carry
i n g between them something long and 
heavy, which was concealed in a canvas 
bag . 

T h e two m e n immedia te ly entered 
with their strange burden, and Docto 
Deane fo l lowed them into h is priva* 
room. 

They la id the heavy canvas b a g upon 
the long table, which stood behind a green 
baize curtain, that was h u n g b y rings on 
a brass bar running from one end o f the 
room to another. 

Without uttering a word, the m e n slow
ly drew off the great b a g covering and a 
human form half nude was disc losed to 
v iew upon the table . 

"The fel low said to the last that he 
was the wrong man, sir," exc la imed one, 
w i n k i n g h is eye , "said and swore that 
he was innocent . H e d i e d l ike a man, 
sir." 

A moment later the two body bearers 
bade "good n ight" to the physic ian, and 
were out in the cold street. ' 

Deane, hav ing bolted and locked the 
door after them, returned to the room 
and hav ing pushed the green baize cur
tain aside to the w a l,stood look ing at the 
form upon the table wi th his hands clasp
ed behind h i m . 

The body before h im was that o f a man 
of perhaps thirty years of age, we l l form
ed and a fine featured face which even 
death could not rob it of its manly beauty; 
but a dul l b lue circle stained the skin of 
the neck, where the noose o f the hang
man had pressed, and t ightened, and yet 
the eyes c losed and unswol len, gave to 
that dead face the appearance of ca lm re
pose. 

A dark murder had been done e ight 
months before. 

For the crime a man had m e t a mur
derer's fate upon the scaffold that same 
morning, and there he lay this n i g h t in 
the room of Doctor Deane—for the un
fortunate m a n had been poor and utterly 
friendless in life, and so in death the 
body had found i ts way to where i t now 
lay. 

For a few minutes Deane stood s i lent ly 
looking at the corpse, and then he turned 
upon h is heel, wa lked over to an open 
chest of drawers, and drew out h i s box o f 
instruments. 

H e took u p the candle, set it beside 
the box on the dissect ing table, and, roll
i n g up h is ' s l eeves , opened the b o x and 
drew forth a long, s l im and sharp-bladed 
knife . 

Wi th the first gent le touch of the kni fe 
upon the co ld body, the young phys ic ian 
started suddenly back a step or two, and 
dropping the knife upon the floor, stared 
at the body before h i m . A s l ight shiver 
had passed through the form upon the 
table, and the eye l ids were trembl ing 
even now. 

Deane comprehended the truth. 
T h e m a n WPS not dead. 
T h e doctor immedia te ly set to work to 

revive the man w h o the wor ld be l i eved 
had d ied upon the scaffold that same 
morning. 

H i s efforts were soon rewarded; for 
with in twenty minutes a l iv ing, breath
i n g b e i u g sat upright on the long table, 
and swal lowed the brandy that Deane 
held to h is l ips. 

'•A l ive m a n ! " said he, in a husky 
voice, as h e gazed about h i m , and then 
fixed his eyes upon the doctor. "Thank 
God, I was not buried al ive!" 

Deane shuddered. 
"You wi l l not g ive m e u p to the cruel 

law again? You wi l l not have m e taken 
back to prison? M y G o d ! wi l l you not 
be merciful?"' 

"You were found g u i l t y of murder. 
George Lcighton. Y o u were brought to 
the caffold to-day, and, by a most c lumsy 
mistake, were cut down before life had 
entirely left your b o d y . B y g i v i n g you 
up to the just ice from which you have 
for a t i m e escaped. I on ly d o an impera
tive duty ," said Deane. 

"As I am now a l iv ing man, as there is 
a Heaven above, I am an innocent man !'" 
cried George Leighton, fervently. "I 
never commit ted the deed o f w h i c h I am 
accused—never, never! I was condemned 
upon evidence which was purely c ircum
stantial, and no murder rests upon m y 
soul ." 

Something in the look of the man, 
someth ing in his voice and manner, 
caused Deane to think that, after all, th is 
be ing m i g h t be the vict im of circumstan
tial ev idence . 

"Don ' t g i v e m e up," pleaded Le igh-
ton. " Don't le t them k i l l m e in earn
est . Give m e m y freedom. A l l o w m e 
to leave this place a free man, and the 
mercy which y o u wi l l show to an unfor
tunate man this n ight shal l ever remain 
as close a secret wi th m e as w i t h you . 
Y o u m a y l ive to bless the hour w h e n 
such mercy was shown m e ; for i f the 
o l d say ing that "murder w i l l o u t " w a s 
ever a prophetic one, i t shal l b e in m y 
case, doctor. I say again, I a m an i n 
nocent m a n ; and the t i m e w i l l c o m e 
w h e n you and al l the world shal l be 
firmly convinced o f the fact." 

" T w i l l be merciful . I d o not k n o w 
w h y i t is , b u t I a m strangely forced t o 
bel ieve your declaration that y o u an i n 
nocent man . I have an old sui t o f c lothes 
here. Arise and dress yourself, and le t 
the c o m i n g of another n ight see you upon 
the ocean; R e m e m b e r faithful ly the be^ 

**4s 
l ief I have im you, and never abuse the 
mercy thus shown yon ." 

T h e man, descend ing from t h e table , "< 
fel l upon b i s bare knees before the y o u n g 
doctor. 
\ The c lock struck the hour of t w o i n the 
morning as a man, wrapped u p almost t o 
the very eyes , passed out from the warmth 
and shelter into the fierce coldness e f the 
s i lent street. 

A n d Doctor Deane, s i t t ing before the 
fire, asked himself, again and again, 
whether h e h a d done right or w i o n g in 
a l lowing that m a n to g o forth free. 

* * * * * * * 

Seven years passed. 
I t was Christmas day . 
I n the h i g h room of a miserable, pov

erty stricken o ld house, s ituated i n a nar
row, dirty street, no t far from the water
side, a m a n sat b y the beds ide of h is wi fe 
and ch i ld . *~ 

The woman and ch i ld were asleep, and 
on their thin, p inched faces th* s tamp o f 
poverty and privation w a s p la in ly discern
ible . 

Th i s haggard look ing m a n w h o sat 
there g a z i n g at the t w o be ings upon the 
b e d was Doctor Deane . 

S ix years before h e had married, and 
th ink ing that a splendid opportunity lay 
before h i m to m a k e money and reputa
tion in a distant c i ty , the y o u n g doctor 
wi th h is wi fe had set forth fu l l o f the 
brightest hopes . 

The money acquired by the practice o f 
his profession was one d a y swal lowod u p 
in a speculation which had he ld out the 
gayes t promise of success . 

H e was penni less ; s ickness c a m e upon 
wife and chi ld , and the doctor found h i m 
self a ruined man . 

Back came all three, husband, wi fe and 
ch i ld—the t w o latter i l l and suffering. 

Without meney , and consequently 
without friends, Doctor D e a n e and his 
smal l fami ly took lodg ings in the wretch
ed o ld house. 

Mrs. Deane awoke and looked at her 
husband. 

"You have returned," she murmured. in 
a whisper, lest she should awake the 
s leeping chi ld . "Oh,have you succeeded 
dear?" 

"No , E m m a , darl ing," answered the 
doctor, h is eyes d i m w i t h tears, "I have 
not succeeded. The friend w h o m I he lped 
wi th m o n e y in m y prosperous days re
fused to lend m e a s ingle dollar." 

T h e wife dropped her head upon the 
p i l low, and a flood of tears c a m e t o her 
eyes . "Heaven he lp us, Wilford, th is 
Christmas day , w h e n all the world b u t u s 
is merry," she s ighed . "God aid us and 
our c h i l d ; how want and poverty are 
thrust ing us d o w n ! " 

Deane bowed h is face in h is hands 
and sat s i lent and almost despair ingly , 
whi le his wife sank once more into merci
ful s leep. 

H a l f an hour passed; at the end of that 
t ime a low knock c a m e at the door, and 
the doctor opened it . 

A man entered the room, and he was 
muffled up so closely that hardly more 
than his eyes could be seen. 

"You are Doctor Deane?" he said, s low-

"Yes, I am," replied the physician. 
The man suddenly caught the hand of 

Deane, and shook i t warmly . 
T h e strange man's next movement was 

to draw out from under his c loak a smal l 
tin box and folded newspaper, both o f 
which he hadded to the wondering doc
tor. 

"Before you open the box, sir, 
which is not locked," said the 
stranger, you must read the marked piece 
of news on the first page of that paper. 
And now, Doctor Deane, good-night and 
good-by." 

Laying t i e b >x upon the table, Deane 
hurriedly opened the paper, at the first 
g lance beheld the marked ar t i c l cand wi th 
a beat ing heart he read the fol lowing 
piece ot n e w s : 

"A D Y I N G M A N ' S C O N F E S S I O N . — H i r a m 
Wood, an age \ man, passed away last 
evening, and t w o hours before that event 
he made a terrible confession. I n this 
confession he declared h imse l f a murder
er; said that he alone was the man w h o 
commit ted the dark d e e d some seven or 
e ight years ago, and for which cr ime a 
young man, named George Leighton,died 
upon the scaffold, sent there" b y what 
then appeared to be the strongest c ircum
stantial evidence." 

The newspaper fel l from Doctor Deana's 
quivering hands, he pu l l ed open the t in 
box and a folded, sheet o f paper l y i n g 
on the top o f someth ing firm and heavy. 

A n d this i s what he read: 
" D E A R DOCTOR D E A N E — Y o u are now 

convinced that the m a n w h o swore t o y o u 
that he was innocent, seven years ago , 
spoke God's holy truth. I g lory in the 
thought that in this, your dark hour,I can 
be o f service to you . In the t in box you 
wi l l find the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
a present from h im w h o owes you h is l ife. 
B lush not to take it, for i t was al l pro
cured honest ly . A s m u c h more money 
is at your disposal . W h e n the morrow 
comes I shall pay y o u and your family 
a visit , when we can chat together and b e 
joyfu l . 

- " F r o m your l i fe- long debtor. 

" G E O K O E L E I G H T O N . " 
The contents o f the box were empt ied 

out upon the table. 
Doctor Deane instantly awoke both 

wife and chi ld to hear the happy t id ings . 
T h e s ick wife and ch i ld o f the doctor 

rapidly recovered, and Deane became a 
rich and prosperous physic ian. 

— 

Near the garden of the E n g l i s h resi
dence at Lucknow, India , i s the t o m b o f 
Sir Henry Lawrence. H e w a s one o f the 
four thousand brave defenders w h o for 
three months h e l d the garden and house 
against twenty thousand I n d i a n m u t 
ineer. H e d i e d o f wounds received from 
shel l . On the t o m b i s th i s s imple inscrip
t i on : 

"Here l i e s Henry Lawrence, w h o tried 
to d o his duty ." 

B i l l Shute w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e 
Twenty-s ixth . W h i l e t h e b o y s crowded 
around the o ld flag at the recent reunion, 
Bi l l , w i t h an irrepressible humor, ca l l ed 
o u t : " Boys , I a m n o speaker, b u t there's 
a b l a m e d s i g h t more o f y o u here than 
ever I s a w in a fight." T h i s brought 
d o w n the h o u s e . 

^ 
Gov. R . C . McCormick has b e e n con

firmed as Cojjjpjissioner General to the* Pari* 
exposition. 
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