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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL NEWS, 
rncll»lt Crop l leport* . 

The Mai k Lane Express review of the 
Biitish corn says the supply of English wheat 
in Mark Lane is again small, and foi dry lots 
ready sale is experienced, especially for red, 
at fully late rates. Imports of foreign wheat 
into London last week were liberal. In spite 
of heavy supplies, which consisted mainly of 
Russian and East Indian descriptions,a steady 
feeling was apparent in trade. Millers have 
e\ inccd an increased desire to operate, and it 
is probable that as soon as Russian supplies 
• ease, prices may rally some few shill­
ings per quarter. The requirements of France 
and the dcbire to have the tariff temporarily 
remitted on foreign grain imported from this 
(.ountry, are also a strong p^int in the trade 
w hich ;s besides upheld to some extent by a 
fair outward movcmcnt.exports last week ex­
ceeding 11,500 quarters. The decrease in 
shipments from the American ports, which 
w ill now be experienced, should also help 
trade. It is certain that our own increased 
winter consumption caunot bo relied on 
sufflulently as a power to enhance the ^aluc 
of wheat, and should the prices rise the im­
provement will be due, as far as can be seen 
at present, to a deficient crop requiring to be 
supplemented by importation in neighboring 
European countries. Fortified by these con­
siderations holders still rcfiain from pressing 
sales, and in certain state of political affaiis 
the future course of the grain trade Is more 
difficult to foresee than it has been for a long 
time past. 

A f t e r Lo 1T Jiaae Many Yearn . 
Dr. Lemue l S. Drapei , o f Washington, 

was appointed assistant surgeon of the navy 
in 1802. Early in 1865 he was on the Prince­
ton at Philadelphia. Thomas A. Menzies, a 
blockade runner, but previously an engineer 
in the confederate navy, was a prisoner on the 
same vessel. Menzies obtainined leave to go 
ashore, and Dr. Draper had leave to go w ith 
Menzies for forty-eight hours. Both left 
Philadelphia together and went to Baltimore, 
where they were arrested by troops while at a 
confederate party in honor ot Menzic's return 
In Febuary, 18C5, Draper's appoitment as as 
•istaat surgeon in the regular navy was re 
voked, but on the 14th of the same month re­
vocation was canclcd and he v a s allowed to 
resign, at his own request. After many inef­
fectual attempts to get bock into the navy, 
Dr. Draper has been reinstated as assistant 
surgeon, pay for thiiteeu jears and ten 
months. 

A D m t r r m e « ha i actor . 

A b loody tragedy was enacted in 
Washington township, near Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, on the evening of the 30th. One Wil­
liam Martin was accused of circulating stor­
ies derogatory to the reputation of a young 
lady named Briggs. With a \iew of demand­
ing an explanation, Frank and Caleb Briggs 
brothers of Ihu young lady, started, with two 
oMier men, to call on Martin, but met Martin 
on the way, when the latter, before a word 
Was spoken, struck Biiggs on the neck with 
a kn'fc, severing the jugular vein and killing 
him instantly. Martin then attacked Caleb 
Biiggs and injured him severelv before the 
others could interfere. Martin is still at large. 
All parties to the affair were young men. 

• t o w Mat t* P a y . 
A mob of armed and masked men took 

possrssion of Osceola Mo. on the night of the 
I4tli, arrested everybody on the streets at the 
muzzle of revolvers and shot guns, then 
went to the court house, seized all tax books 
for this and past years in the county clerk's 
and treasurer's offices *nd carried them away. 
The trouble grew out of a railroad tax which 
Had bean levied to pay certain judgments 
against the county for past due interest on 
railroad bonds. Sevcialof the mob were r e 
cognized by officers of the law, and arrests 
will probably be made, in which event more 
trouble will doubtless occur. 

Ve lrfwl Lam of Julfr. 

Tho boiler in the extensive candy fac­
tory of Ernest Greenfield at No. 63 Barclay 
street, N. Y., exploded early on the morning 
of the 20th, throwing down the five story 
building and immediately wrapping the ruins 
in flames. The number of the employes in the 
•stablishment, mostly boys and young girls, 
wai unusually large, work being pushed to 
the utmost, in view of i h e holidays. The loss 
of life is estimated at over one hundred, the 
moat of whom are young girls between 8 
and 20 years. Large numbers who were not 
crashed to death by the explosion, undoubt­
edly miserably perished in the flames and 
smoke which instantaneously filled the build­
ing. 

Tax ta Saapart Fr«« Heltaala. 
The South Carolina legis lature took a 

recess until the 16th of January. The most 
important measure adopted was ratifying the 
amendment to tho State constitution, which 
levies an annual tax of two mills upon all tax 
able property in the State for the support of 
free, schools. On the final passage to-day, 
more than two-thirds voted affirmatively. The 
committee to investigate the bonded debt will 
report Immediately after the recess. No spec­
ial class of bonds will be declared fraudulent, 
but only particular bonds which were issued 
Irregularly. 

->"» K e t a r n a f a i t t t a * B a l l . 
A Helena , Montana, special s a y s : 

Father Geniu arrived a t Maras river on the 
16th, and reported to Fort Benton by mes­
senger that'SUUog Bull had crossed the line 
and camped at Bear Paw Mountains with a 

large force of Sioux and Nes Pcrces. A n a n 
named Valentine is supposed to be killed. 
This report is confirmed from other sources, 
and i t » stated that Indians are burning the 
prairies south of Bear Paw, and that Sitting 
Bull is on Miles' battle ground, and has been 
joined by Lone Deer's band of 75 lodges. 

Xo 1'haagA In a'retgat Rate* . 

T h e representatives o f the great rail-
toads remained in session in New York the 
greater part of the 31st, and adjourned sub­
ject to the call of the chair. One of the 
members said the next meeting would prob­
ably be held in the west, and that questions re­
lating to cast-bound freights were duly con­
sidered. He said the meeting was unani­
mously in favor of mantaiaing rates for cast-
bound freights at the present figures uutil the 
next meeting. % > 

U p h o l d i n g m a l e c r e d i t . 
At a large mee t ing at the Merchant's 

Exchange on the 18th, resolutions were adopt­
ed expressing an earnest desire that the Lcg-
islatuic should promptly accept the liberal of­
fer of the State creditors, and by all nece sary 
legislation provide for the faithful discharge 
of the obligations* assumed by the State in ad­
justment; that being fully conscious of all the 
evil effects that will follow resumption, they 
were opposed to it in fact, and disapproved of 
any action that led to it, 

A Herd or I n d i a n Poatea . 

On the 21st inst. the inhabitants of 
Spcarfish vallej in the Black 'Hills, were star­
tled by a large herd of Indian ponies dashing 
through the valley. A careful reconnoisance 
show there attendants with them, and 
ranch men and others immediately? started 
out to capture them. It is the opinion that 
they belong to a camp of Sioux located on 
Belle Fourchc. 

MRM off a S t e a m e r . 
The Dutch steamer Fries land, from 

Java to Rottei dam, has been lost, it is be­
lieved, with all hands, off Cape Finisterre. 
She passed Gibralter Dec. 5th. Wreckage 
has been sighted, which there is but little 
doubt came from the Friesland. The crew 
numbered about fifty. She had no pussrngei s. 
It was first reported that she had 362 passen­
gers, but these were mostly pilgrims, who 
landed at Paddal. 

Ho H w c K i e a n l o i m . 
A special commit t ee appointed b y the 

last national association of general railway 
passenger agents, and leprcsenting the views 
of a large body of passenger agents through­
out the country met in Chicago on the^lSth 
and reported in favor of discontinuing all cx-
eursion rates and tickets In the United States 
at all seasons of the year, also favoring a 
ticket uniform as to times, limit and form 
of making for all the railroads in the country. 

S e n t e n c i n g tne Rio ters . 
On the 15th iust. at Wilksbarre, P a , 

eight men/were tried for, and convicted of riot. 
They interfered with the running of pumps, 
at Briggs'shaft, near Scranton, last September. 
This afternoon Judgs Ilandley sentenced the 
leader, Thos. Moran. to one year and nine 
months' hard labor in the penitentiary, five 
hundred dollars fine and costs of prosecution 
Three others were fined ten dollars each and 
sentenced to three months' in the county jail. 

Booth A m e r i c a n Trade . 

A t a m cet ing of the boardof directors o i 
the Merchants Exchange of St. Louis, on the 
19th,a movement was inaugurated for the for­
mation of a company at that place and New 
Orleans for direct trade with South America, 
by mcass of steamers sailing from the latter 
to South American ports. In New Orleans, 
a considerable sum has already been subscrib­
ed for the purpose, and it is belived the 
scheme can be made to woik successfully. 

T h e RlMlMlppI J e t t i e s . 
A dispatch from Port Eads says the 

official survey of Capt. M. R. Brown, United 
States army inspecting officer at the jetties, 
shows a 22 foot channel over 200 feet wide en­
tirely through the works, which entitles Mr. 
Eads to the second payment of half a million 
dollars. A practical channel through the jet­
ties was found, with a least depth of 23 feet. 

Searrhl i ig- Tor B a r l e d Treasare . 
I t i s s tated that Capt. J . H . F o g e l s o f 

New York who is £to ^undertake the recovery 
of $6,000,000 in treasure supposed to have 
been sunk in the frigate San Pedro Alcontara 
on the Spanish main sixty years ago, has 
obtained subscriptions enough to start upon 
his expedition, 

I'nele S a m W l a s . 

The tobacco cases g r o w i n g out o f the 
seizure by Supervisor Crcccy in 1868, which 
have been on trial for the past seven days in 
the United States District Court of New Or­
leans, have been decided by the jury in favor 
of the government. The amount involved is 
estimated at over two hundred thousand dol­
lars. 

J o y c e Pardoned^ 

The Pres ident on the 9 th s igned a par­
don for John A Joyce, convicted of conspiracy 
to defraud the United States of taxes on dis­
tilled spirits The pardon is full and uncon­
ditional. Joyce, it will be remembered, was 
sentenced to $2,000 fine in addition to his im­
prisonment. 

A C a n a d i a n S t r i k e . 
Three hundred strikers on the canal 

works from Montreal to Lachine,Canada, have 
brought about a collission with the contract­
ors, in which one or more of the former were 
killed. The riot is not yet over, and the po­
lice are powerless to suppress it. Th« strike 
was for one dollar per day. 

Silver Reameatllmauea. 

A mass m e e t i n g o f the c i t izens o f Toledo , 
Ohio, was held on the evening of the 21st, at 
which resolutions were passed condemnatory 
of the Resumption act, and demanding its re­
peal. Other resolutions favored the rcmone-
tlzation of silver. 

Hal ted S t a t e s S e n a t o r . 

T h e Democrat ic caucus of the Califor­
nia Legislature on the seventh ballot nomi­
nated J. F. Farley for the United 8tatcs ssn-
ate. The vote stood: Farley, 43; McDonald, 
S ; Hager, 16. 

T h e Y a n k e e s ' U l n n e r l a Heir Y o r k . 
On the even ing of the 32d, the N e w 

England Society in New York City, celebrated 
its twenty-second annual dinner. President 
Hayes and Secretary Evarts were present and 
made speeches. 

Adjusting- a S t a t e Dent . 

T h e Tennessc Senate has passed the bi l l 
to compromise the State debt at|fiitv*cents!and 
graded interest at 4,5, and 6 per cent., by a 
vote of 12-tol0, and ordered its ^transmission 
to the House. 

P r e s i d e n t i a l R e c e p t i o n . 

P i c s ident H a y e s and family , w i t h a few 
invited, guests met with a most hospitable 
and elegant reception at the hands of the 
Union Club League of New York, on the ev­
ening of the 2'st. _ 

R U S S I A ' S W A R W I T H T U R K E Y . 

Gen. Krudener's corps has started for 
Orchanie. A Vienna correspondent telegraphs 
that Turkey's first pacific effort ray be regard­
ed as a failure. Germany hinted that treat­
ing with Russia would be the shortest way of 
coming to an understanding. It seems that 
when the note was first mentioned, the Aus­
trian government replied that it could not 
hold out any hope of successful mediation on 
such a basis. 

Erroneous interpretations hav ing been 
g h e n t o t h c circular of the Porte, inviting 
mediation, it is officially explained Tuikey 
does not approach the powers as a vanquish­
ed State, since she still has two lines of de­
fense ^hich the government believes she 
would be able to hold. The Porte, by its cir­
cular, desires to intimate its unwillingness to 
consider proposals mode by the Constantino­
ple conference. As the war began, owing to 
Turkey's refusal to adhere to those proposals, 
the Porte thinks it might be terminated now 
on that basis. 

I t is reported s ix thousand Turks 
from Podgoritza compelled a Montenegrin 
corps to reti eat into their own territory and 
are now marching to succor Scutari and An 
tivart. It is said the porte has instiucted its 
minister at Rome to ask for an explanation of 
the relations which are growing more and 
more intimate between Italy and Greece. 

A correspondent reports Sul ieman 
Pasha, with 10,000 men, arrived at Constanti­
nople from Varna, l i e goes to Adrianoplc to 
take command of the army of Roumelia. 
Suliemau's circuitous route is explained by 
facts that the consequence of ice and snow in 
the Balkan passes, heavy material is more 
easily transported by railway to Vainaand 
thence by sea to Constantinople, then by the 
more direct route. The czarowitch will prob' 
ably return to Russia when Gen. Todlcbcn 
will assume the command in chief. Gen. 
Toddleben has arrived at Orzova to arrange 
the bombardment of Abakalch. 

A Vienna special says negot iat ions have 
been proceeding some time concerning the 
neutralization of the Danube. No under­
standing has been reached so far, as Russia 
wishes the neutrality to extend to tho sea, 
whilst England and Turkey seem only in­
clined to let it reach Sulina. Several Mahom-
idan deputies intend to solicit the government 
in the chamber to open negotiations for 
peace. It is said the portew ill sh ortly order 
a fresh levy of 300,000 men. 

Dur ing the past twelve mouths Eng l i sh 
ships have been' constantly conveying stores 
to Gibraltar and Malta, where there is now a 
vast accnmulation of war material. Oiders 
have been re ceived at Woodwich for the man­
ufacture of sixteen pound field guns. It has 
also been determined that four eight ton guns 
for the inflexible are to be chambered forth-
M ith. 

A FIERY HOLOCAUST. 

A S e n a t o r 111. 
Senator Patterson, o f South Carolina, i s 

considered in a very critical condition. He 
to-day suffered a severe attack of congestion of 
the brain. His relatives hava been telegraph­
ed. 

A Candy S h o p l a Hear Y o r k , Cronrd id 
w i t h W o r k - w o m e n , R U w o Dp a n d Over 
One H a a d r e d L ives Lost. 

The boiler in the candy manufactory of 
Ernest Greenfield, N o . 63 Barcay street, 
N e w Y o r k exp loded about 5 o'clock on 
the afternoon of the 20th., w h i l e a large 
number of female employes were st i l l at 
work. The b u i l d i n g was almost instantly 
wrapped in flames, and it i s said 100 to 
150 gir ls were burned to death . 

DETAILS ETC. 
T h e boi ler w h i c h w a s under the side­

w a l k on the Barclay street s ide burst, 
tearing away the entire front and scatter­
i n g the wreck in al l directions. A large 
number of g ir ls o f all ages were e m p l o y e d 
at the t ime in the b u i l d i n g . T h e wal l s 
fel l w i th in a few minutes after the explo­
s ion. * A po l i ceman w h o w a s on duty near 
the bu i ld ing says he saw the front o f the 
bui ld ing , five stories h igh , fal l into the 
street. F i f ty-s ix wounded and one dead 
were reported at the Chambers street hos­
pital at 6:45 o'clock. A number were 
also sent to Be l l evue and other hospitals . 
I t is es t imated the w o u n d e d wi l l reach 
125. B u t few escaped uninjured. M r 
Green ie ld , the owner of the factory, cou ld 
g i v e n o idea of h o w m a n y were "in the 
bui ld ing at the t i m e of the explos ion, but 
thought about 110. 

Of these about 50 escaped by the Col­
l ege P lace entrance, and a smal l number 
go t out through the sky l ights , w a l k e d 
over the roofs and g o t down the sky l igh t s 
o f other bu i ld ings . T h e bookkeeper ,who 
was on the Barclay street s ide of the build­
i n g was b l o w n out o f a w i n d o w to the 
street, and b a d l y cut on the head. Sev­
eral j u m p e d from the second story and 
escaped with- s l ight injuries, the fall be­
i n g broken b y po l i cemen and c i t izens on 
the s idewalk be low. T h e parties e m ­
p loyed in the factory were principal ly 
g ir ls and b o y s from e igh t t o twenty years 
o f age . O w i n g to the approach of the 
hol idays a double force w a s employed , 
one work ing dur ing the day and the other 
at n ight . T h e force i s c h a n g e d at five 
o'clock, and the fact o f the explosion' oc ­
curring at five minutes past that t ime ren­
ders i t stil l more difficult to k n o w h o w 
m a n y or w h o are tne v ic t ims . T h e n u m ­
ber in the b u i l d i n g at the t ime o f the d i s 

P a r l l a m e a t C o a v e a e d . 
T h e London morn ing papers officially 

announce that Parliament will meet Jan. 17. 
It is stated the cabinet has decided to ask par­
liament to vote a grant of money for such in­
crease of the British army as the present situ­
ation demands. 

front wal l h a d fal len, a great m a n y b o y s 
and g ir l s rushing about in a confused 
manner, but they became obscured to 
v iew b y smoke a n d flames i n a f ew 
seconds. There seems to have been no 
possibi l i ty ot their g e t t i n g out al ive. T h e 
fire was one o f the quickest ever seen. 
In less than three miputes the flames had 
ascended comple te ly to the roof. Peter 
Stadamil ler g ives a v iv id description of 
tne affair. H e i s employed wi th H o d g e s & 
Co., and was w i t h i n forty feet o f the 
doorway w h e n the explos ion occurred. 
I t seemed to throw tip the who le s ide­
walk, and the front o f the b u i l i n g fel l to 
tho street. There was a two- lursc truck 
of the Delaware & Lackawanna express 
company pass ing, a n d .the wal l i e U -on 
horso and driver. Stadtmil ler sa id h e 
bel ieved there were nearly 200 persons 
employed in the b u i l d i n g at the t ime . 

There w e i e not more than a dozen g ir ls 
employed on the ground floor, most of 
the boys and gir ls be ing e n g a g e d on the 
second and third floors." Stadtmil ler says 
that he is posit ive that not more than s ix 
gir ls and a dozen men came out alive 
through the Barclay street entrance. T h e 
elder Mr, Greenfield was about the first 
w h o rushed out and he was sca lded. H e 
saw about a dozen m a k i n g their escape 
b y the roof to the adjoining roofs. A s 
near as could b e ascertained there mus t 
have been about 120 persons e m p l o y e d in 
the factory at the t ime of the disaster. 
The scenes at Chambers street hospital 
were heartrending in, the extreme. 

Ambulances were qu ick ly at the fire, 
and were busy in tak ing wounded to the 
hospital . T h e station house and Cham­
bers street hospital were bes ieged with 
men , w o m e n and chi ldren, al l anxious ly 
inquir ing for some miss ing relative. 

THE LATEST. 
A later est imate places the number of 

persons in the b u i l d i n g at the t ime the 
explos ion occurred at 170, inc lud ing 
twenty visitors and customers. T h e boi l ­
er had been in use five years, a n d i t is 
said Greenfield had been several t imes 
warned that i t w a s unsafe. T h e loss i s 
now est imated at hal f a m i l l i o n dollars. 

B l o n d i n — H o w H e A m u s e s t h e P a r i s 
P u b l i c . 

the, t i m e . , H e passed in front o f the 
bu i ld ing two minutes after the explosipn 
and saw on most o f the floors, as the 

Farts Correspondence New York Mail. 
The re igning sensation i n Paris at the 

present t ime is the performances of Blon-
din at the o ld Palace of Industry. Th i s 
bu i ld ing was erected for the "World's 
Expos i t ion" of 1831. I t is about GOO 
feet l ong by 200 feet broad, and wi l l ac­
commodate 30,000 spectators. I t was 
packed on the occasion of Blond in's first 
appearance. T w o great poles of masts 
were erected 200 feet apart, reaching au 
alt i tude of full 80 feet. A wire rope was 
stretched across at the top, and fastened 
firmly by means of s ide-guys . The long 
rope was drawn so taut that Blondin's 
we ight d id not s eem to s ink it an inch . 
At each end of the rope was a l itt le plat­
form, on the back of which was a l i t t le in-
closure of curta-ns, for chang ing dresses. 
Blonden was drawn up to this e levat ion 
b y ropes and pul l ies . 

H e wore a d iadem o f gold, wi th a dress 
bespangled wi th what appeared the same 
material . There was no net underneath. 
I t was an exc i t ing moment w h e n w e saw 
h i m take his pole out upon the rope. 
W h e n about half way across he stopped, 
sat d o w n on the rope, lay down on his 
back, & c , went across and back. H e 
next appeared in a close fitting d icss . 
wa lked out on the rope, and even danced 
to mus ic of the band. H e stood o n h i s 
head on the rope, and turned a somer­
sault , first rest ing his shoulder on the 
rope. H e next shouldered a chair and 
walked out, placed it on the rope and sat 
down on i t ; then stood up in i t ; then put 
two l e g s on the rope and stood u p in it . 
H e next appeared dressed as a cook, al l 
in white , wi th whi te cap. H e shouldered 
a cook-stove, wa lked to the centre of the 
rope, p laced it on l i tt le arms extend ins: 
out on each s ide of the rope. 

Th i s he opened, rubbed his sauce pan 
and plates c lean, started a fire, cooked 
four e g g s , l ook ing through each to see i f 
i t was fresh. This he ate and topped off 
w i t h a g lass of w i n e ; but happening to 
take the wrong bottle, h is bowe l s w e r e in 
agony. H e instantly took an antidote, 
rubbed his stomach, and nodded "all 
r ight ." H e then cooked a number of 
pancakes and threw them down to the 
audience . 

H i s next performance w a s to w a l k 
across the wire wi th his feet fastened in 
two wicker baskets 18 inches in d iame­
ter. H e nex t b l indfo lded h imse l f and 
put a sack over h i s head reaching to h i s 
knees, holes on the s ides for h is arms. 
I n th i s condit ion h e wa lked across the 
wire . H e next drove h imse l f across on a 
ve loc ipede. H i s last performance was to 
carry a m a n across on his back. 

A l l this was done in such an easy, 
graceful , j o l l y , sangfroid manner as to 
relieve the spectators of much* of the anx­
iety they wou ld otherwise have felt . 

i ^ a . 
An E x p e r i m e n t for H o y s . 

T a k e two empty oyster cans and a stout 
smooth string. Le t a small hole b e made 
in the bot tom of each can, through which 
the string, say fifty to one hundred ieet in 
length i s passed and secured. Then let 
the experimenters set u p their te legraph 
b y choos ing their stations as far apart 
as the t ight ly-stretched str ing wi l l per­
mit , and whi l e one of the operators ho lds 
h is ear to one o f the cans, and his com­
panion his m o u t h to the can at the other 
end of the l ine, they wi l l find that a con­
versation can b e carried on, so that low 
tones, and even a whisper w i l l be dist inct­
ly perceptible . W h a t usual ly most as­
tonishes those w h o m a k e this exper iment 
for the first t i m e i s that the sound of the 
voice does not seem to c o m e from the 
person speak ing from the other e n d of the 
string, b u t to issue from the c a n itself, 
wh ich i s h e l d to the ear of . t h e l istener. 
Th i s at first appears to b e a decept ion, 
b u t i t i s real ly not so . T h e ear te l l s the 
exact truth. T h e voice that i s heard real-

aster i s variausly e s t imated at from 100 l y comes from the can that i s he ld to the 
to 300 . T h e flames spread so rapidly ***" 1 ! i m u ~ —"~ " J t 

that i t i s feared that m a n y w h o were not 
injured b y the explos ion were burned. 

STATEMENTS OF EYE-WITNESSES. 
Mr. R. Kle inn o f 53 Leonard street, 

states that he was in the bu i ld ing about 
ten minutes before the explos ion, and 

ear of the l istener. T h e voice o f the 
speaker communicates sound-producing 
vibrations to the wa l l o f the ' c a n w i t h 
w h i c h h i s vo ice i s i n immedia te contact. 

-These vibrations are communicated to t h e 
string, b u t so changed that they n o longer! 
affect the car. A person m a y stand by' 

there were a great m a n y persons there at~ i h e s tr ing wh i l e the sound i s pass ing, and 
y e t hear nothing. - A t the other end ot 
the s tr ing, however, these h idden vibr 
tions reproduce themselves as sound. 

A HEW YEAR'S STORY 

iHAFHB t. < '; 

I t was N e w Year's Eve—-the snow fel l 
fast and thick on the frozen ground. In 
Bloomsbury Square the trees aad lawns were 
white and crisp with frozen snow. The crim­
son curtains and the blazing fires made the 
dining-rooms of the handsome' old-fashioned 
houses of the square seem earthly paradises 
to the houseless, barefooted outcasts whose 
"rags of wretchedness" were blown aside by 
the keen cast wind. The cruel wind drove 
the snow-flakes in their pinched, blue faces, 
and covered their tattered garments and lean, 
sallow flesh with what was at one moment 
a white overcoat, and the next an icy bath. 

With what wolfish eyes those shivering 
famished step-children of fortune glared first 
at the diuing-tablcs, covered with the snowy 
damask, and glittering with glass, china and 
silver, on which the firelight was reflected 
like rubies and topazes, and then at the clean, 
cozy kitchen, where before the noble fire the 
turkey, the saddle of mutton, or the sirloin 
was roasting. 

One of the houses in question belonged to 
Mr. Pomfret, a solicitor with a fair business in 
the city, fie had a showy, handsome wife, a 
very proud, pretentious and pedantic woman, 
and subtle and sly {withal—a tyrant where she 
dared, and ruling Mr. Pomfret, who doted on 
her, but who had a great idea of man's su­
premacy, by pretending to obey him, always 
the w hile craftily managing to have her own 
way in everything. They had six ch i ldren-
two boys and four girls." The eldest, a boy, 
was fourteen; the youngest, a girl, was four. 
One poor, pale governess—Miss Moss—edu­
cated the four girls, and had charge of the 
two mischievous boys—Master Wellington 
and Master Nelson—during the holidays. 

Mrs. Pomfret was of a warlike spirit, and 
was very fond of heroic names. Her father 
had been a Captain in the Marines—and she 
had herself dubbed him "Colonel" after his 
decease—and she was equally attached to both 
the Army and Navy. However the great 
boasting piece of the family was Mr. Pom-
fret's youuger and only brother, Sir Henry 
Pomfret. 

He was a barrister in good practice, had 
written a law book which had become an au­
thority, and was so liveJy, and gentlemanly, 
and popular, that he made friends wherever he 
went. 

He was so bright, so genial and so lovable, 
that even those clients who had weak causes 
he could not gain retained him still as a friend 
and continued their "refreshers" in the shape 
of good dinners and choice old wines. 
On the other hand, those clients for 
whom he gained by his eloquence and learn­
ing all important verdicts, positively idolized 
him. 

One among them, a nobleman of political 
influence obtained for Harry Pomfret a Colo­
nial Judgeship, with the honor of knighthood, 
and "our bi other, Sir Harry Pomfret, the 
Judge," became Mrs.Pomfret's favorite boast­
ing piece in conjunction with "my father, the 
Colonel." 

Sir Harry had been abroad thiee years at the 
the time of which we are writing, and was 
about thirty-five years of age. It was, as we 
have said, New Year's Eve, and snowing fast. 
Mrs. Pomfret was in full dress. Mr. Pomfret 
had promised to return from the office at live, 
to dinner, in order to take herself and the chil­
dren to the play—a great treat this, for Toole, 
the comic genius of the age was to delight the 
audience w ith two of those rare conceptions 
of mingled mirth and pathos, fun and 
feeling, which made him the acknowl­
edged genius of the grotesque and graceful, 
grand master of the sources of smiles and 
tears. 

Mrs. Pomfret was hungry, eross, and was 
watching for her husband's cab, and scowling 
at the raarged wolf-eyed outcasts glaring at the 
roasting turkey at the kitchen fire, when sud­
denly from an upper window a few pence, 
wrapped in paper, fell at the blue fectj of the 
outcasts. 

Mrs. Pomfret reddened with anger, and 
rushed up-stairs. The school-room was on 
the second floor. She suspected Miss Moss of 
the offense that had exasperated her. She 
wanted to vent her ill-humor on some one 
—the safest person in the house was Miss 
Moss. 

Miss Moss was a second cousin of Mr. Pom-
fret's, an orphan and quite destitute, she had, 
only been received by Mrs. Pomfret; boarded, 
lodged and paid twenty pounds a year, at, 
Sir Harry's request, on condition that the re­
lationship was to be kept secret, and never al­
luded to. Another cousin of Mr. Pomfret's— 
Delia, commonly called Dahlia Domvile—also 
lived with the Pomfrets. She had been so 
named by an Irish suitor, who naturally pro­
nounced Delia Dahlia, and her style of beauty 
and her gorgeous velvet dresses gave her a 
close resemblance to that splendid flower, the 
Dahlia. The Irishman's blunder was univers­
ally adopted; Miss. Domvile alsopivedwith the 
Pomfrets. Mr. Pomfret was her guardian. 
She had some fortune, and paid £100 per an­
num for her board and lodging. She was a 
freat belle and a great flirt, and having a 

igh spirit, Mrs. Pomfret was as obsequious 
to her as she was overbearing to Miss Moss. 

On the landing of the second floor Mrs. 
Pomfret meet Masters Wellington and Nelson 

"Who dared to throw pence out to beggars, 
against all the rules and orders ?" asked Mrs. 
Pomfret. " Not you I am sure, my precious 
loves?" 

"I know—it was Miss Moss, mamma," said 
Master Wellington. 

"She's always giving to beggars," said M as­
ter Nelson. 

Mrs. Pomfret, red with wiatb, entered the 
school-room 

"Who has been throwing pence out of the 
window to beggars?" she asked. 

"I did," said Miss Moss. "The poor creature 
seemed starving with cold and hunger." 

"I have soup tickets at your service, and in­
discriminate charity is the special aversion of 
Mr. Pomfret and myself. To encouraging 
street beggars, alias robbcis, Miss Moss, you 
risk our being muidered in our beds. Pray 
do not i epeat an act so \ ery annoying to me, 
and worse still to Mr. Pomfret." 

Miss Moss bowed her head in token of sub­
mission. 

"Ma, pa's come, and wants you directly, 
lie's got a letter from Uncle Barry, and a 
present.", 

"Bor mc?" asked Mrs. Pomfret. 
"O, he doesn't know yet—he hasn't opened 

it; but it's something in a red morooco case, 
for I saw that through a hole in the paper," 
said Nelson. 

"Which you tore, young shaver," said the 
elder boy, in a whisper. 

Mrs. Pomfret had hurried dow n stairs, Miss 
Moss pale and trembling had sunk back in 
her chair. She was leaning her arms upon 
the desk, and her face in her hands, and was 
weeping silently. She said to herself: "Why 
should I care for Mrs. Pomfret's unkindness? 
l i e has been heard of. He is well—perhaps 
he has sent a kind message to Cousin Rose. 
He never was ashamed to own mc. Heaven 
bless him!" 

The children were all to go to the play. 
Poor Rose had dressed them, and they were 
gone to desert She was just sitting down to 
her weak tea and toast when Dahlia Domvile, 
the belle of Bloomsbury, came in. 

"O Rose," she cried, "do help me with these 
plaits and curls—I can't make them feel safe 
—and then fix this wreath for me, and I am 
sure that great stupid Ann has laced my dress 
awry—I feel quite crooked." 

Rose complied—a hole had been missed. 
While Rose, set it right, Dahlia said: "I've 
such news to tell you, Rose—Sir Harry will be 
here to-morrow." 

Rose, in her turn, missed a hole. She turned 
pale and red, and for a moment felt very faint. 

"You'll never guess what Cousin Harry is 
coming for," said Dahlia. "To take a wife 
back with him, and that wife no less a person 
than the belle of Bloomsbury." 

"But I though^" said Rose, "you intended to 
marrv Mr. Philip Flounder." 
• "I did, poor fellow; but I must bowl htm 
over—he can't make me 'my lady,' and Sir 
Harry can. But, oh, Rose, I called on Phil's 
mother to-day, on the sly, and he's been'called 
to the bar.' CalledlrThere's on honor 1 Think 
of that! As he Is" very gifted mother says, 

f eople are not 'called' If they arc not wanted, 
saw him in bis new wig and gown. He 

looked lovely. Sir Harry," continued Dahlia, 
" b a n Ugly old bore compared'to Phil, an 
when Phil is Lord Chancellor, his wife will be 
'my lady' indeed. But I might have so long 
to wait, and *a bird in the band is worth two 
in the bush.' And, oh, Rose, Sir Harry has 
sent such a lovely set of pearls and emeralds 
as a wedding present for his bride-elect, 
couldn't refuse them, though I could him, and 
they must go together, I suppose. How they'll 
set off my Lady Pomfret! 'Ah, you handsome 
flirt, you!" she added, shaking Tier curls, while 
addressing her own blooming image In the 
the toilet-glass: "you were born to be 'my 
lady'—you know you were. How well the 
title suits my style of beauty—now doesn't it, 
Rose? But isn't it a pity Sir Harry Pomfret 
hasn't Phil's handsome face and fine form,and 
Phil's wit and genius, too? Don't you think 
so, now?" % 

Rose did not—could not— speak. 
"I say. Rose, are you ill?" said Dahlia.' 

"How pallid and bad you do look." 
"No, I am not ill, thank >ou.» 
"O, perhaps it's only the contrast of my com­

plexion and yours. That's not my fault, nor 
yours, either. Here's Sir Harry's letter to Mr. 
Pomfret—do read it-" 

"Carriage at the door, miss," said Ann, at 
this moment. 

"Coming," cried Dahlia. "Light me down, 
Ann;"and without e\en a "Thank you!" or a 
"Good-night!" she hurried away. 

Rose Moss did not even remark her rude­
ness. Cousin Harry's letter was in her cold 
trembling hand—the letter in which he offered 
himself to his lovely cousin, the belle of 
Bloomsbury. 

"No wonder that he chooses Delia," she said 
to herself, "she is so handsome." 

She glanced at herself iu the mirror, which 
reflected a very slender form, robed in deep 
mourning; small delicate features, a very pale 
complexion, dark eyes full of tears, and a pro­
fusion of glossy black hair, simply braided 
and coiled round a, little Grecian head. WThat 
a contrast to Delia's masses of golden hair 
and ringlets floating down her back, her bril­
liant complexion, her scarlet lips and her tur­
quoise eyes. 

"llow handsome she looked to-night, in that 
green velvet and white satin, with all that 
point lace, and those gems setting off her 
white shoulders, fine bust and lovely arms; 
but how will Cousin Harry like such a low 
dress and such short sleeves? He used to be 
so very fastidious, so particular. Oh, that she 
were worthier of him! Can she. the admired 
of all, ever love him as I, the slighted of all, 
have loved—alas! weak, wilful heart—do love 
him still?" 

Poor Rose Moss sat down by hei frugal 
fire, poured out her weak tea, and nerved 
herself to read Sir Harry's letter. It raa as 
follows: 

DKAR BROTUEB—I am on the way to your 
hospitable abode; I hope to dine with" you on 
New Year's Day. Poor dear old Culpepper 
has left me his estate in Cornwall, and £10,000 
in the funds. The house and grounds arc let 
at three hundred per annum for the next fif­
teen years. I can now pay all my old torment­
ing debt*, and as I am sick to death of my lone­
ly grandeur here, I have made up my mind to 
marry. Now, there is no ene here at all to my 
fastidious taste, and my hopes center in a cer­
tain lovely cousin and belle of Bloomsbury, 
who will not, I think, say " No " to Cousin 
Harry. Not that I ever spoke of love to her. 
I had no idea I could ever pay my debts, or 
make a settlement on my wife, and I only 
fancy she rather likes me. Perhaps j oiu KliiU 
wife will prepare the dear girl for my arrival 
and proposal, for I have but a week to stay in 
town. 

Don't forget that 1 can now "make my Jean 
a lady," as Falcon bridge saj s. I was half in 
love with my pretty cousin when I left Eng­
land, but not only I thought it best to ascer­
tain what the climate and mode of life here 
were, but to pay off my old Oxford aud London 
debts and secure some little capital before ask-
ing her to leave your home I find no fault 
with the climate and I like the place, and, 
as I said before, dear old Culpepper has 
made me rich I am compelled to give 
grand dinners here; " but what's a 
table richly spread, without a woman at 
it's head?" I can bear my solitude no longer; 
so if all goes well you will see me to-mor­
row. I am now at Southampton, after six 
weeks at sea. Some months ago I sent over 
some fine pearls and emeralds to be set by 
Garratt. They are to be a wedding pi escnt for 
my bride-elect. Garratt is to set them aud send 
them to your office on New Year's Eve. Take 
charge of them until I arrive. I have no time 
to say a word except love to all. 

Your very aflectionatc brother. 
HAKUV POMFKET. 

The cold, weak tea remained untastcd—so 
did the dry toast. The frugal fire went out, 
and still Rose Moss sat, cold and sick at heart, 
weeping silently. At half past twelve the 
sound of carriage wheels aud a thundering 
knock at the door, announced the return of 
the play-goers. 

Rose caught up the letter which had fallen 
at her feet, hurried into her bedroom, locked 
the door, and threw herself on her hard cur-
tainless bed. Presently the nursery-maid tap­
ped at the door. 

" Please, miss, missus says will you give the 
children their supper, and plait and curl their 
hairs, as Sir Harry is coming to-morrow, and 
they must be done, though they are ever cross 
and sleepy." 

" Tell your mtstress," said Rose MOBS, " that 
I have a bad headache, and fell Joo ill to get 
up." 

Ann grumbled as she went, saying to herself: 
"Well, is ever! no, I never! such airs, and 
she's only a guv'ness." 

She soon returned. 
" Please, missj missus says if you'll just plait 

and curl the young ladies' hair, you may go to 
bed again directly." 

" I am too ill and tired to do it." said Rose, 
nerved by despair to defy Mrs. Pomfret's tj ran-
ny. 

A few minutes later the belle of Bloomsbury 
rapped at poor Rose's door. 

"Do let me in, Rose," she cried, " I want 
your help in tlieseing, and I have so much to 
tell you." 

Poor Rose could not refuse. She hoped to 
hear more of Sir Han y's offer. 

"Phil Flounder, that handsome banister, 
proposed to mc to-night," she said," but I, of 
course, refused him. ' I like him best, but he 
cannot make me my lady, nor give me pcrals 
and emeralds. I hope Phil won't shoot him­
self for me. He w as in despair. How long 
you are in unlacing this bodice. Don't pull 
my hair. I am very cross. Phil says that I 
have jilted him, and so I have." • 

For nearly an hour the * elle tormented poor 
Rose with her boasts and her remorse,' and 
went off at last without sayixg good-night. 

Ann did not come again, but all the children 
as they went to bed, led on by Wellington 
and Nelson, thumped and kicked at Rose 
Moss' door, and Wellington shouted through 
the key-hole, '' Won't you catch it to-morrow, 
miss? I rather think you will.' Ma'll pitch 
into you, and no mistake-" 

CHAPTER II.—A SURPRISE. 
The morrow came. Rose had long been 

promised a holiday on the 1st of January 
She had engaged to spend it with an old 
school-fellow living at Clapham, end newly 
married. It was a love-match. The young 
couple were very poor, but very kind to Rose, 
and she looked forward to the "dinner of herbs 
where love was." Added to this, she longed 
to get away. She could not calmly meat 
the man she loved as the affianced of another. 

Mrs. Pomfret sent for Miss Moss before 
breakfast. Rose was already dressed for her 
excursion. 

"I cannot spare you to-day," she said. "You 
must put off your holiday Any day will do 
quite as well for you." 

"Not so, Mrs. Pomfret," said Rose; "my 
friends expect me." 

"Then they will enjoy the pleasures of ex­
pectation—the greatest of all pleasures, the 
moralists tell us. I require your services to­
day. I pay for them. Added to which, Sir 
Harry, through whose kind intercession you 
are lodged, boarded and salaried in this ele­
gant and happy home, is expected to dinner 
here to day. Mr. Pomfret wishes you to dine 
at table, to meet him. Your absence would 
be ungrateful and disrespectful, particularly 
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as he comes amone us in a new and interest­
ing character of Miss Domvile's bridegroom-
elect. Pray doff your mourning on this joyful 
occasion. You have a white muslin drees, I 
know—I mean that, Indian muslin, with the 
gold fringes and gold Circassian belt Sir 
Harry sent you when ne sent us all such love­
ly things; I request you to wear it at dinner. 
The children have a holiday, but, as I have 
old you before, m y high-spirited darlings re­

quire as much attention during. their play 
hours as during tljelr studies/' r„ 

The ladies were dressing for dinner—at 
least, Mrs. Pomfret and Miss Domvile were." 
The latter was' under the hands of bet hair­
dresser. A golden mass—bows, plaits, coils, 
real and sham—was the result. She wore than* 
emerald velvet and whit* satin, the rich lace 
and the Jewels. But, no; she would leave her 
white neck and arms unadorned, waiting his 
New Year's gift. 

Hose had performed all her thankless.wesr*': 
isome tasks. Her toimentors were full-
dressed and were in the drawing-room. Rose, 
in her white India muslin, soft, ample and 
flowing, with a demi-train with hanging 
sleeves, trimmed with a gold fringe, a gold 
Circassian belt setting off her slender waist, 
and a gold comb in her fine black hair, sat in 
the deserted school-room, very sad; but yet 
her eyes were bight and her cheeks flushed 
with the fever of her spirit. She was lovely 
that evening in the dress Sir Harry had sent 
her from India. 

A carriage drovcup to the door. Mr. Pom­
fret rushed out to welcome his long-absent 
brother. He led him into the library. After 
some talk on other matters, Sir Harry said: 
"The darling girl is here, I hope?" 

"She is," was the reply. 
"She expects and accepts me?" 
"She does. She refused a good offer last 

evening for your sake, Harry." 
"Ihave refused a dozen for hers," said Sir 

Harry, laughing. " In my part of the world 
ladies propose. Tom, I shall settle a thouaadd 
a year on her." 

" Not exclusive of her own fortune, I pre­
sume Harry?" said Mr. Pomfret. 

'•Her own fortune! What do wu mean. 
Tom?" 

" Why, Delia Domvile has at least—" 
"Delia—or, rather Dahlia Domvile! What 

has that gaudy, artificial fiirt to do with it?" 
"Why, Harry she is the belle of Blooms­

bury." ' 
"Is she, indeed? She the belle, not in my 

eyes, nor in those of any man of taste and feel­
ing. The onlv belle of Bloomsbury. and of the 
whole world to my mind, is Rose—divine Rose 
—Rose Moss—or, rather, Moss Rose! Who 
could ever compare that scentless, artificial, 
gaudy Dahlia with the sweetest Moss Rose 
that ever charmed the eye and embalmed the 
air? No, indeed' Rose is the idol of my heart. 
I have long loved her in secret, and I have 
fancied sometimes that she might love me." 

excellent wife. Now listen; she's in the 
school-room, second floor front. Do you take 
that candle and go quickly up stairs to her. 
I must nerve myself and go and break the 
news to my wife and poor Dahlia, who is get­
ting ready to receive you as her intended." 

Before Mr. Pomfret had quite done, Sir 
Harry was oft. 

A timid knock at the school-room door was 
followed by a gentle "Come in." A cry, a 
woman's cry, a cry of joy from her inmost 
heart, followed. Ji. word, u tflanoo, a kioo of 
love explained the misunderstanding that had 
all but broken poor Rose's heart. How rapid­
ly hearts can mend with such rivets as Harry 
had to offer! While he folded her in his arms, 
and called her his lo\ c, his bride, his wife, sh« 
wept on his shoulder, and murmured: 

"Dearest, how I do love you—how I will 
try to make you happy!" t 

A very shrill and angry cry issued from Mrs. 
Pomfret's room, wheie jJMr. Pomfret had un­
deceived her. She was furious. 

"That pale, homeless, dowdy pauper to be 
Lady Pomfret, and take precedence of her? 
It couldn't—shouldn't be!" 

Mr. Pomfret told her it must ho. She took 
refuge in hysterics—so did Miss Domvile; but 
they both recovered in time for dinner. It 
was getting late and they were hungry. 
Savory odors saluted their nostrils. These, 
odors "diverted their thoughts from romanee 
to reality. 

Mr. Pomfret went up to the schoolroom t o 
bring the lovers down to dinner. Mrs. Po m • 
fret and Miss Domvile received Sir Harr J; 
rather coldly and stiffly, but he was thin kin a 
only of love and Rose, and did not notice their 
frigidity and hauteur. Wellington and 
Nelson bitterly repented. 

"For," said the former to the latter, "she I i 
safe to peach, and then we shall g^t no t i p 
from uncle." 

After dinner Sir Harry asked for thje red-
morocco- case,and insisted on Rose's w t i l ­
ing the ear-rings, necklace, tiara, brooch 11 i 
bracelets of costly pearls and emeralds. 

"They are," he said, "at once a wedd n f 
present and a New Year's gift."—Englith M « i 

H o r r i b l e Affair a t a R e f o r m a t o r y , 

A n Eng l i sh paper sa y s : W e are in­
formed that the most horrible discoveri <» 
have been made in the Reformatory for 
Nat ive Boys , wh ich i s s i tuated on a h i l l 
about nine mi les from Kings ton in the 
Is land of Jamaica . S o m e t ime ago, 
under the governorship of Sir Wi l l i a m 
Grey, a c lergyman was appointed super­
intendent of the reformatory, w i t h a sal­
ary of£400 a year, besides a house and 
other perquisites. But these appear -not 
to have been sufficient for the reverend -• 
gent leman, w h o appl ied the food al loted 
for the four hundred poor boys under h i s 
charge to fattening p igs for the market . 
Meanwhi le the l i tt le wretches were starved 
and growing desperate—they actual ly ( 

fought wi th the p ig s for the food thrown 
to them. T h e miserable creatures were , 
neglected in every possible w a y . 

A nasty insect, ca l led a t ick, wel l 
k n o w n to every traveler in the tropics, 
burrowed into their feet, and, as the doc­
tor had to look after his private patients, 
the wounds, which i f examined in t ime 
had been trifling, became so serious that 
amputat ion o f toes or feet were necessary > 
in no less than e ighty cases. Starved and 
neglected, the lads became unruly . T h e 
offenders were then shackled together i n 
pairs and consigned to the cel ls , where 
some were forgotten for three days and 
left w i thout food or drink. A l l this at 
last came to l ight by mere accident . T h e 
Ttoys were entrusted wi th kn ives t o cu t 
d o w n some gu inea grass outs ide, i n 
charge of one warder o n l y ; they naturally 
used their l iberty to satisfy the cravings 
of hunger b y p lunder ing the ne ighbor ing 
gardens . T h e owners d i d not dare to in ­
terfere, but reported the matter to the 
governor. Th i s l ed to invest igation and 
reform, and w e understand that Lord 
Carnarvon has, in a strongly worded des­
patch, denounced this horrible affair as a 
disgrace to the colony and t o the w h o l e ' 
government . ' ' , 

_ a » 
A Phi ladelphian w h i p p e d b i s entire 

family in one day, b e g i n n i n g w i t h t w o » 
chi ldren, fo l lowing w i t h h i s wife , t h e n 
tak ing his two sisters-in-law i n hand, and 
finishing wi th h i s mother-in-law, w i t h ,( 
whom,asJthe narrative says, "he w i p e d the 
floor, and swept the dinner d ishes off the r 

table." ' ', 
—c -^a» 

J a m e s McClerdon, colored, convicted ' 
of the murder of C. M. Evans one year ago, d 
was hung at Bastrop, La., onthe 14th. " 

l i . f 


