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N . D . Sadler late Representative in the 
Legislature from Franklin county, Arkansas, 
was assassinated at his home Dec. 9», by par
ties unknown 

Four negroes charged with murder 
were taken from the JaU in Amite, La., on 

- tlte night or Dec. S9th by a mob of fifty men, 
and shot to death. 

At 10 o'clock on the morning ot Dec. 
& « t h , 150 masked men took two '/rlsonero, one 

a half-breed.Indlan charged, with murder, from 
the jail at Golden, Colorada, and lynched 
them. 

U James F . Edmonds, heretofore a high-
t . sS» respected citlsen of Newton, Hats , on the 

9ld day of December, plead guilty to an In. 
dictment charging him with forging names of 
Lords A Fernold, former partners in business 
to notes representing upwards of $50,000 and 
has been sentenced to fire years snd six 
months in lhe State prison. 

During divine setvices in the House of 
. Hope, at S t P*ul, Minn., on Sunday evening, 

Dec. 28, a thief made his wsy into the pastor's 
study in the rear of the church, and stole lot) 

* worth tif clothintr, including a line overcoat 
belonging to Henry J.Horn. Esq., togeth
er with s psir of gloves, and a costly seal skin 
cap valued at $18, belonging to Prof. Leib, 
who conducts the House of Hope choir. 

A man at Niagra Falls who had given 
his name at the pottofflre at Dr. D. A Sixes, 
•n the Mth oil December committed suicide 
by throwing himself off the new suspension 
bridge. The distance of the bridge to the 
water below is 190 feet He appeared to be 
about 00 years of sge. He was s fine appear
ing old gentleman and displayed no eccen
tricity of conduct. He was an entire stranger 
sad may not have given his true name. 

Eight roughs boarded the Baltimore & 
• M o trail! si Uuuideo station, N. J , at 11:16 
Wednesday night, Dec. 34, just as the train 
started. They drove a colored man from the 
cars and soon afterwards msde an attack upon 
smother colon, d (jussenger. He fled to the la
dies'car for snfely, but was pursued their bv 
the roughs, «lio made an indiscriminate as-

' sault with pistols aud sticks upon the passen-
gas*. A colored woman was shot in the neck, 
and a man was ludly cut, snd other passen
gers were badly \*i uised. It wss with dUBcul-

many passengers were prevented from 
* leaping from the car while It was in rapid mo

tion. 
Ouray ami the chiefs selected toga to 

Washington eaaiu to the Los Pinos Agency 
Colorado, Dec. 38, bringing with them only 
apart of the prisoners. General Hatch re. 
fused to go unless all the prisoners demanded 
by the comuiisssonere were surrendered. Ou-
rsy asked for further time snd s few dsys 
were granted to deliver them, as Clines Ranch 
is thirty mllesfrom the sgency on the rosd te 
Alsmassa, st which place General Hatch will 
wait their coming. Ouray is either playing 
a double came or is nnsble to accomplish 
what he attempted, The snow is from 5 to 
IS feet deep on the range, and the.General is 
compelled to build tleight In order to make 
the trip. The success of the commissioners 
is somewhat doubtful and the army may yet 
be called upon to settle the TJte question, 

A special from the Denver Tribune 
from Los Pinos, dated the Sfith, represents 
that the situation Is very serious there. Hatch 
was to have started from Los Pinos yesterday 
and spend to night at Cilne's ranch on the 
Qmmarron. On the 90th he started from 
there to Alamosa, which it the lsst railroad 
station. Hatch ha« given up all hope of se
curing the Indians, and as his departure is 
tantamount to a declaration of war, much anx
iety as fell a* to his fate. There are several 
hundred brave* near Los Pinos, and the whites 
all told will not number twenty-five The 
roads are blocked with snow and only pass
able for light buck-boards, and the Indians 
hare the whites completely trapped. If Hatch 
has left without the Indians it is considered 
certain that the war will open at once. The 
Iadiant will strike the first blow as they hsve 
everything their own way at present owing to 
the removal of the troops to distant points. 

A telegram was received in St. Paul 
•a the morning of Dec. 98, by Detective Brls
sette from Sheriff Town, of Worthlngton, 
Nobles Co. If inn., announcing that • traveling 
agent stopping at a hotel in that plaee was 
robbed of $7,000. He was coming from one 
ef the out buildings when he wss knocked 
down by two men and the money taken from 
his shirt pocket. After he regained conscious
ness enough to examine Into the matter he 
said he was short over $10,000 cash. One of 
the men was a smooth-faced fellow about six 
feet and six Inches and having light side 
whiskers. On the arrival of the Sieux City 
train Mr. Brlssette wss informed by the con
ductor that the men answering the descrip
tion were on the train from Worthlngton, and 
that the one with the smooth-face had chang
ed ears at Kasota junction, taking the Winona 
and Saint Peter train bound eastward, l h e 
ether gentleman got off the train at Mankato, 
when nothing more was heard of the parties 
Detective Brlssette hss forwarded all informa
tion obtained to authorities In these neighbor
hoods, and it is hoped it will be but a short 
thne before the desperadoes will be brought 
before the Justice ssst. 
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carried a block by the firemen. Hundreds of 
cltttena followed. Arriving near the college a 
dense cloud of smoke was seen issuing from 
the windows of the third story, where the fire 

tloglnated, evidently la the janitor's room, as 
he was the only man in the college, the stu-
dents having left for the holidays ou Friday. 
Nothing could be done to extinguish the 
flames. A grand piano, other furniture, and 
nearly all the library and books were remov
ed. No work could be done above the second 
story A large portion of the museum and 
considerable of the valuable apparatus 
from the laboratory was saved. Many costly 
astronomical instruments were in the observ
atory and escaped the fire fiend. The firemen 
and citizens worked bravely and did all that 
could be done without water. The building 
cost thirty thousand dollars, rnd co a 
chapel, library, cabinet, laboratory, five reci
tation rooms and twenty dormitory rooms. 
Two hundred students were in sttendance 
last term, most of whom will return. The 
winter term will open as advertised, accom
modations being secured in the city. 

PUSOMAL AND POLITICAL. 

President Hayes spent Sunday, Dec, 
98, in Plainneld, New Jersey. 

James Mott a student in the Normal 
school at Winona, Minn, from Worthlngton, 
Muuu died suddenly on the night of Dec. 92, 
of apoplexy. 

It is reported in Chicago, that John 
P. A. Feekan, bishop of Nashville, has been 
appointed bishop of Chicago, to succeed 
Bishop Foley deeessed. 

The excitement in Maine over the elec
tion count of the returning board, composed 
of the governor and council, waxes fierce snd 
furious, and a serious conflict seems to be Im
minent. 

The suit commenced against Gen. Fre
mont by the United States In 1877, to receive 
$1,108 claimed to have been paid to him erro
neously as Major general of the U. S. army, 
has been withdrawn. 

A Halafax dispatch says: At Oxford, 
Cumberlsad county, Friday night the ther
mometer mercury fell to 30 and at daylight 
yesterday to 30 below cero, lower thsn ever 
known before in that region. 

The socialistic Democrats in conven
tion at Pltsburg, Pa., on Sunday Dee. 28, re
commended that the social Democrats put a 
candidate in the field for President In opposi
tion to the candidates of the Republican and 
Democrat parties. 

A meeting of the Republican State com
mittee of Maine, and prominent Republicans 
from various parts of the State, held at Sena
tor Blame's residence, Dec 98, resulted in the 
appointment of a committee to advise snd 
co-operate with the Republican members of 
the Legislature. 

Gen, Grant and party reached Wash
ington from Philadelphia, on the afternoon of 
Dec. 97. He was the guest of Qen. Besle, at 
whose residence an Informal reception was 
held in the evening, many distinguished indi
viduals, among them members of the diplo
matic corps, calling upon him. 

William to. Graham long and favorably 
known as the teller in Dawson A Co's banking 
house In St. Paul Is desd. He died In the Insane 
hospital st Rochester, Minn., His mental fac
ulties became impared last summer from 
overwork. He wss s son of Hon. Chris Gra
ham of Red Wing. His sge wss 88 years. 

Mrs. Agnes D . Jenks, who gained 
some notoriety as a witness in the Investiga
tion of the count of the Louisiana Presidential 
vote, was at the custom house in New York 
Dec. 98, for the purpose of getting her hus
band transferred from one of the departments 
in Washington to a position in the New Tork 
custom's service. 

General and Mrs. Grant, accompanied 
by Gen. Beale, attended divine service on the 
morning of Dec. 98 st the Metropolitan church 
at Washington, occupying the general's old 
pew. The church was crowded, and the al
tar and surroundings were tastefully decor
ated. After the service "the general shook 
hands with many old friends. 

Gen. Grant vis ted his aged mother, 
now residing in Jersey Clty.N. J., Dee. 94. On 
his arrival the General and party were met at 
the railroad station by relatives, and all pro
ceeded immediately to the residence and wel 
corned by his mother. Both mother snd son 
were greatly moved. After bsving spent 
several hours among his relatives, the General 
returned to Philadelphia. 

OASUALTRS. 
A |45,000 fire occurred at Reading, Pa., 

Dee. 98. 
There was a $50,000 fire i a New Tork 

City, Dee. 97, 
James Sims of Erie, Pa. Dec. 29 was 

caught by a shsft pulley In s mill snd was 
fatally injured. 

Mrs. Clara Caviss of New Orleans, 
aged 108 years, wss burned to death Dec. 97, 
by the explosion of a lamp. 

St. Davids Catholic church at Mana-
yunk, Pa., was destroyed by fire Dec. 21 Loss 
880,000 covered by insurance. 

The German Emperor William, stum
bled up stairs the other dsy snd hurt one of 
hie knees, so says a cablegram. 

Advices from Madrid of Dec. 24, state 
that the bill for the abolition of slavery has 
passed the Spanish Senate. 

There was a $110,000 fire at Newbury 
port, Mass., Dec. 28. A factory wss destroyed 
throwing 900 hands out of employment. 

The Chicago Union distillery at Peoria, 
111, belonging to Voolner Bros, was destroyed 
by fire on the morning of Dec. 94 Loss 
897,000 fully insured. 

At Potoskala, Ohio, a person person-
sting Santa Claus at a Christmas festival In a 
Methodist church, was fatally burned by his 
costume taking fire. 

TWO brothers Harry and Thomas Zim
merman, aged 8 and 10 respectively were 
drowned on the morning of Dec. 99, while 
playing on the lee at Bethlehem, Pa, 

A fire broke out in Carleton College, 
Northfield, Minn., at 11:80, a m. Dec. 28, and 
that well-known and popular institution la 
new a heap ef ruins, Total loss fifty toons, 
and dollar. Insurance, seventeen thousand 
tares hundred dollars. The first alarm was 
given by a farmer who drove by the college 
into town, crying, "Fire, the college is on fire.' 
this was followed by the ringing of the fire, 
sehool and church bells. A team was luckily 
attached to the hook and ladder truck, and 
away they rnshed,BJWhen near the college 
the reach broke, and the foreman, J. A. Law. 
ranee, wss thrown to the ground with great 
J * The hooks and ladders were men 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Thirteen cases of small pox are report
ed in the District of Columbia. 

Christmas festivities were universal and 
quite elaborate throughout the country. 

Several hundred Mussulmen refugees 
hsve arrived In Constantinople utterly desti
tute. 

The Lord Mayor's Irish relief fund of 
London reached nearly £2,000, on the night 
of Dec. 94. 

The announcement of Edison's per
fection ef his eleetrieal light caused gas stock 
to fall at Montreal, Dec 98, from 11$ to 110. 

From St. Louis it was reported Dec 
98, that the river wss tailing rapidly, and was 
full ef heavy ice. The weather was much 
wsrmer. 

Quartermaster General Meigs left 
Washington Dec. 97, to make an extended 
tour of inspection of the principal military 
depots In the west and south. 

A Lahore telegram of Dec. 28, says 
the Afghans who attacked Gen. Roberts at 
Sherpurthe 98d Inst, numbered 6,000. The 
ground around Sherpur Is thick with corpses 
slain. 

The London Be&nomitt of Dee. 27, says 
"It teems at if another scare had set In, in con 
sequence of telegrams reporting Edison's com 
pletlon of his electric light All the gas com 
panics suffered more or lest, the hesvieet de
cline being eight pounds per shsre sad the 
smsllest ons pound. 

The exhibition at Mealo Park, a Utile 
vlllagin Nsw Jersey, on Christmas eve, of 
Edison's electrical light Is reported to hsve 
been a complete success. If all that Is antici
pated from its discovery on invention ia real
ised, It will In the future do swsy with the 
use of gss snd kerosene. 

The passenger train of the Northern 
Pacific railroad which should hsve arrlvedKn 
St. Paul at 8 o'clock Sunday morning Dee. 98 
was off the track near Motley about 98 miles 
west of Brslnsrd, Minn, The train reached 
St Paul at 1. P. si. Sunday the 98. The locomo
tive was nightly damaged and the engineer 
Injured. 

The announcement was made Dec. 28, 
and extensively circulated and placarded in 
London and the provinces, etstlng the sttor-
ney general having granted his flat for writ of 
error in the case of the Tichborne claimant 
an association Is being formed to assist the 
prosecution of the ease to obtain remission of 
sentence against the claimant and to promote 
the passage of a bill in the forthcoming ses
sion of parliament or a reversal of judgment 
In case of evidence on'polnte ot mistaken iden
tity being forthcoming, and for the restoration 
to the elalmsnt of the properties of heirlooms 
sad the possession of the Tlchhorns baronet
cy. 

San Domingo dates of Dec. 8, confirm 
the snnouncement of President Gullermo 
that the city eoflered from hunger before the 
surrender and Suilermo is greatly disliked » 
beteg responsible for the distress. As scon-

sequence of this feeling of the triumphant 
entry of the revolutionary army on the 17th 
of November was attended with perfect order. 
It Is still unknown who will be the next Presi
dent. Peace has been entirely restored snd 
none of the plantations have been destroyed. 
An outbreak was feared at Cape Haytisn and 
troops were sent to prevent i t Some arrests 
were msde. Business active. 

A mass meeting of Irish citizens 
was held st the Opera House on the evening 
of Dec. 99, at Newark, N. J. to devise measures 
of relief for the sufferers In Ireland, Mayor 
Henry J. Yates presided, and one vice-presi
dent from eSch ward, all prominent Irish citi
zens. Speeches were made by the Very Rev. 
Vicar General George H. Doan, Cortlandt 
Porter, Rev. Dr. Rambout and others. A com-
mlttee of prominent Irish citizens were ap
pointed to raise subscriptions. 

The N e w York .Herald of Dec. 28th, 
says, the laboratory of Edison, at Menlo Park 
was brilliantly Illuminated last nis;bt, the rea
son being a visit of a number of the inventor's 
personal friends. Forty lamps in all were 
burning from tix o'clock until after ten. The 
effect of the exhibition wss to convince those 
present, who before were skeptical, that Mr. 
Edison has In reality produced the electric 
lightfor kecseLsld Illumination. No day is 
yet set for the general public exhibition, but 
It is quite probable that Inside of a week ev
erything will be In readiness to be seen by 
all who desire to visit Menlo Park. Gas stocks 
still depressed with a downward tendency. 

There arrived in the Atlantic dock, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., on the afternoon or Dec. 24th, 
the Italian bark Francesco Donavoro. Dur
ing s voysge from Navarro a terrible mutiny 
occurred. The captain's statement was as 
follows: My bark It from Savona and is own
ed by Italian owners who were on board. I 
had a couple of bad^fellow as tailors, named 
Gregoria Pedro Irene of Ilodio, and Antonio 
Areduna of Manilla. On the 5th both these 
mutinied, while changing watch at midnight, 
Intending to kill all hands and take posses
sion of my vessel. They killed the captain, 
Sebastian Aquarome, the boatswain, Antouia 
Marcheals, snd wounded the mate and one 
man. With my crew I quelled the mutiny, 
and killed the mutineers. Their bodies were 
thrown overboard. 

Development in the stock yards' strike 
at Chicago, Dec. 28, were that two of the prin
cipal houses would resume, on a promise 
from their employes that they will not belong 
to any union whatever. There seems no sign 
of weakening on either side, although there 
seems to be serious discontent among some 
of the needy workmen at the continued loss 
ef wages during their most remunerative 
season. Gov. Cullom has instructed Gen. 
Torrance to hold the First regiment ready 
to assist the sheriff in maintaining peace if 
necesssry, and the members of that regiment 
are ordered to report at 6 A. M. tomorrow for 
duty. No trouble is anticipated, although 
wild stories are afloat as to the intentions of 
the strikers. 

The Mark Lane Bxpres$ says: Frost, 
which, however, seems to be breaking up to
day, (Monday) has neccestiated an indefinite 
postponement of the completion of wheat 
sowing. Distress it increasing fn agricultur
al districts, snd cattle are differing severely 
Threshing is proceeding steadily. Deliveries 
st the principal markets are larger snd the 
condition somewhat improved. The provin
cial trade, however, hss been inactive owing 
to the disinclination te increase stocks previ
ous to the holidays. Nearly fire-sixths of the 
imports of foreign wheat into London last 
week were from American Atlantic ports. Sup
plies from thence are far in excess of imme-
ate requirements. Still confidence in the lu-
fure it a prominent feature of the present 
speculative state of trade which main
tains the high price in America cannot last 
long here, as prlees here, which are already 
sufficiently high to attract supplies from all 
wheat producing countries of the world, are 
not likely to withhold shipment until Ameri
ca has succeeded in establishing a fictitous 
value in European markets. Business in 
Mark Lane has been small, owing to fog and 
the approaohlng holidays. Prices were, how
ever, maintained for all articles except maize, 
which is difficult to sell except at a slight 
reduction. For English wheat an advance of 
a shilling per quarter was occaaelonally ch
ained at the commencement of the week's 

trade having entered upon a most Interesting 
phase, and this market closed firm but quiet 
It remains to be teen how far the lead of 
America will be followed by Europe. Arriv
als at porta of call have been large, being 
buoyant at the commencement of the week, 
but were reduced by buyers to Is 6d per quar
ter, but holders were firm, and business, con
sequently, for s few days was at a stand-still. 
At the close of the week, however, some ear-
goes sold at a decline of only about 6d per 
quarter There was moderate Inquiries for 
maize at 3d@6d per quarter decline. The 
high prices in America still check business in 
red winters and springs for forward shipment 
but there has been some request for Ghirka 
wheat at Is 6d to 9s per quarter advance. 
Sales of English wheat last week, 41,787 quar
ters, at 46s 6d per quarter against 51,419 quar
ters, at 40a 8d for the corresponding week of 
last year Imports Into the United Kingdom 
for the week ending Dec. IS, 1,237,417 cwt of 
wheat and 193,989 cwt of flour. 

MORRILL'S MEMORANDA. 
HOW BJC PROPOSES XO ItKSTOHK 

PBACX tlf MAISK. 

A n s w e r t o t h e Let ter of Gov. Garcttlot.— 
F o u r t e e n C o n u n d r u m s Submit ted for t h e 
A r b i t r a m e n t o f t h e S u p r e m e Ci.urt—All 
t h e P o i n t s a t I s s o e A p p a r e n t l y Covered— 
T h e Republ i can* Deluging; t h e Governor 
W i t h P e t i t i o n s - S p e c i a l Forces He Jug 
Raised In t h e Cities for t h e PrcHtsrtatton 
or P e a c e . 

OABOKLON'S nrrxNTio? g 
BOSTON, Deo. 28.—Papers heio seem to 

have arrived at one opinion respecting the 
hidden meaning ot Gov. Garcelon's letter 
to ex-Gov. Morrill regarding the submission 
of the question in issue to the State supreme 
oourt. Garoelon expresses a willingness to 
refer points that have not already been 
adjusted upon, but it is understood thstbe 
believes that these points are extremely few, 
and that he baa a decision of the court *o 
back nearly every ease. This leaves the 
hope for a peaceful settlement through Mor
rill's plan, a decidedly faint one, though the 
attempt was creditable. It looks now as if 
nothing can prevent trouble on the assem
bling of the legislature bnt a square back
down on the part of the tuaioniste, and how 
mneh chance there is of this, one man can 
judge as well as another. 

HON. JOHN QU1NOT ADAH8, 

of this city, in bis interview, said he did not 
know whether Gov. Garoelon was acting 
legally or not, bnt I know he is acting 
stupidly, said Mr. Adams. He and his as
sociates have made a miserable blunder in 
counting out a decided Republican majority 
on mere teehnioal points. The governor 
was bound to execute the spirit of the law 
rather than the letter. Had he done that 
he would have satisfied the people of his 
State without distinction of party and bis 
own conscience. As it is, he has msde a 
fatal mistake, a sad blunder, one that will 
have an injurious effect upon the political 
party to which he belongs. I am surprised 
that Gov. Garoelon should have allowed 
himself to be influenced into suoh a line. He 
most have bad very bad council. Mr. 
Adams advised the counted in Democrats to 
decline to take their seats as the only fair 
and manly course to pursue. 

MORRILL'S M K M O R A N D A , 

MAINE ELECTION TROUBLES. 

The attempt to take from the arsenal 
in Bangor, Maine, the arms and ammnnition 
there and carry the tame to Augusta was not 
generally known In this city until to-day. On 
Christmas night a team was in waiting at the 
railroad station to-receive the contents of the 
State arsensl in order to convey them to the 
State house. The excitement here ovei the 
Bangor affair was intense. The wildest ru
mors prevailed until a true account of it was 
received. It was rumored during the day 
that the Capital guards were ordered out, but 
there was no truth hi the report. Then it was 
said the Montgomery guards of Portland 
would be here by the afternoon train, but 
they did not put in an appearance. 

BTATBMEST Or GOV. OARCBLON 
Gov. Gsrcelon reached the city this after

noon. Only two of the councilors were here, 
so no business wss transacted. Gov. Garcelon 
wss seen to-night, snd said he knew nothing 
further of the Bangor affair than what had 
appeared in tne papers; that for judicious res 
sons he had ordered French verbally to re
move the arms and ammunition, and he 
thought the whole matter was one of great 
discredit to the city. 

INCREASING THE POLICE. 

At a special meeting of the city gov
ernment in the afternoon It was voted to in
crease the police force to 900 men so that the 
city marshal msy hsve s body to call upon in 
esse any trouble should arise. 

A lengthy petition, signed by 953 prominent 
citizens of Gardiner, of both political parties, 
was mailed to the governor to-night urging 
upon him the propriety, expediency and Jus
tice of asking the opinion or the supreme judi
cial court, in accordance with the request of 
Mr. Morrill. 

A petition was also msde to the governor 
to-night signed by seventy-nine citizens of 
Richmond without distinction of party. Also 
a petition from Hallowell signed by Republi
cans, Democrats snd Greenbsckers. 

Indignation meetings are being held st var 
tons points throughout «he State to-night, 
and addresses made by prominent citizens aud 
•there of leading local Influence. 

ANBWEB TO GOV. GABCELON. 
AUGUSTA, Me., Deo. 28.—The following is 

Hon. L. M. Morrill's reply to Gov. Garoelon: 
Augusta, Dee. 27.—To His Excellency, 

Alonzo Garoelon, Governor of Maine—I ac
knowledge the receipt of your excellency's 
letter of the 25th instant. Your excellency 
will of course perceive that ii is quite for
eign to the purpose of my correspondence 
to discuss the justice or injustice of the 
great excitement which now menaces the 
peace of the State. Your excellency agrees 
with me that excitement exists, and also that 
it is highly desirable to allay it by means and 
measures which are alike honorable to all 
parties. It is my purpose to confine the dis
cussion to those points which are essential 
and which may reach an agreement. 
We may therefore wisely avoid 
those wbioh are non-essential and on 
which we might differ. To come directly to 
that part of your excellency's communica
tion whioh relates to the points to be sub
mitted to the judgment of the court, I have 
to suggest the questions on the enclosed 
memorandum. Your excellency will observe 
that these questions, though numerous, are 
simply requiring but brief answers and not 
calling for elaborate opinions. As your ex
cellency acquiesces in the propriety of set
tling all disputed points in this order by a 
just and constitutional manner, I beg to 
suggest in answer to objections which I have 
seen elsewhere urged, that there is abundant 
time for the courts to consider the subject. 
The court can readily convene at the oapitol 
Wednesday next, or by Tuesday if necessary, 
and the questions can be placed before them 
on either day. As it has not been the habit of 
the oourt to have arguments of questions 
Bubmittd by the governor there would be 
little doubt that by Friday .'January 2d, your 
excellency would receive the answer of the 
oourt to all the questions. Even should the 
oourt require a day more than I have sup
posed necessary, there would still be four 
full days left before the assembling of the 
legislature. When your excellency asks me 
to indicate points that have already been ad
justed, I reply that such an attempt would 
be valueless and indeed foreign to the whole 
scope snd purpose of this peaceful mode of 
adjustment Your excellency must be aware 
that there is oftentimes as 
much dispute among lawyers 

as to what has been adjudicated by the court 
as there ia touching that whioh has been en
acted by the legislature. Yonr excellency 
will readily admit that the court is best able 
to determine what has already been adjudi
cated, and with the strong tendency ot the 
judicial mind to adhere to one's own maxims, 
standing by that whioh has been decided, 
there is no danger that yonr excellency's de
cision will not hsve the full advantage of any 
opinions heretofore pronounced by that emi
nent judicial tribunal. 

I cannot close without urging upon your 
excellency the propriety of going forward in 
the course which, in yonr communication, 
you have indicated your willingness to pur
sue. It has never in the history of our State 
happened to any one of its chief magistrates 
to have it in its power to do so muoh for the 
peaee and good order of society, as yonr ex
cellency enjoys to-day. The submission of 
the questions to the oourt will instantly al
lay strife, preserve order and restore har
mony. Can yonr excellency give the people 
any assurance of what may happen, should 
this constitutional mode of adjustment 
be rejected and an attempt made to organize 
the legislature by force, on the basis of 
membership which so lsrge a proportion of 
the people of Maine believe contrary to the 
aotaal result of the election. I will not per
mit myself to doubt, with the two courses 
before your excellency, one of absolute and 
honorable peaee, the other of possible vio
lence, your excellency will promptly choose 
and steadily adhere to the former, and in 
that belief I beg to subscribe myself, 

Very respectfully yours, 

LOTT M. MoBBILIi. 
MEMORANDUM. 

First—Is it the duty of the governor 
and council in canvassing returns for sens-
ton and represeneatives to the legislature 
to allow corrections therein by the record 
under the constitution and laws of the State, 
and to what eases can the corrections ex
tend. If not their duty, havo they the 
right or] power to allow such corrections 
at their option? 

Second—Is a return signed by less than 
a majority of aldermen of a city so defec
tive that it cannot be counted as it should? 
If so defective, can a duly attested .copy 
of the record be submi ted for it and be 
legally eounied? The eases of Lewiston, 
Bath, Rockland and Saoo are referred to. 

Third—Is a return which places a number 
of votes opposite the word "scattering" so 
defective that it cannot be counted, when 
the whole number of votes so placed added 
to a minority candidate would still leave a 
dear plurality to another candidate, and if 
so defective on its face can it be counted by 
the reoord? The ease referred to is that of 
the city of Portland. 

Fourth—It a return hss not the signature 
of the town clerk, aa in the ease of Lebanon 
and Albion, can a duly attested copy of the 
record be substituted therefor, and the vote 
be legally counted? 

Fifth—Have the governor and counoil 
any right to reject a return, bearing the 
parsons! signature of the clerk and a majori
ty of the municipal officers, '-"Tv^e from 

evidence aluinde they are satisfied it was 
not signed or sealed in open town meeting, 
or was signed by the selectmen in blank at 
the meeting, snd, after adjournment, filled 
in by the clerk, or because if one of "the 
selectmen signed the return in blank, filling 
in the name ot the town and of the county 
before the town meeting, the other two 
signirg and sealing in open town meeting 
Che alleged caaes of Jay, Stonebam, Lisbon 
and other towns are referred to). Or be
cause the return was sent to the 
secretary of state's office unsealed, as is 
alleged in the case of Searsport, or 
because the record specified in the eonstitn 
tion, sn ide four, part one, section five, wss 
not made up in the presenae of the select 
men snd in open town meeting as is 
alleged in the oases of Webster, Lisbon snd 
other towns, especially if a written memo
randum of the peraonB voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his 
name, is made by the clerk in the presence 
of the selectmen, snd in open town meeting, 
though not put upon the record book of the 
town until after the meeting adjourned. Or 
because one of the seeletmen signing is an 
alien as alleged in the case of Cherryfield, 
ei.i the other signatures being regular 
tjte all respects. Or because 
tjie de facto offioers who sign 

i :$ returns from any eanse were not legally 
chosen, and were disqualified from holding 
the office. Or because the return is attested 
by a clerk pro tempore as in the case of 
Vanceboro. Or by a deputy clerk as in the 
case of Scarboro. Or because a second re
turn was sent to the secretary of state differ
ing from the first in the numbers of votes 
retnrned for the various candidates, under 
the facts of the Greenfield esse. 

Have the governor and counoil any rigut 
to receive evidence on either of the above 
points, snd if so, on whioh? 

Sixth—Is it competent for the governor 
and council, when a retnrn states the names 
of persons voted for and the number of 
votes for each, aud each signature is genuine, 
to admit evidence aliunde as to any neglect 
of town officers before a town meeting to 
comply with any of the various require 
ments of the constitution and laws? 

Seventh—Is it the duty of the governor 
and council, or have they the right, to reject 
a return because the whole number of bal 
lots is not stated therein, as in Otterfield and 
other towns, or because the whole number 
of ballots differ from the sum of votes re
tnrned for the several candidates, as in the 
case of Faraoington and other towns. 

Eighth—Has a ballot with the names of 
candidates printed in two columns instead 
of one, a distinguishing mark within the 
meaning of the statute so that it should not 
be received into the ballot box? If so re
ceived and retnrned, is it the duty of the 
governor and council to count it even if a 
protest with a specimen ballot is annexed 
and sealed up with the return by the select
men and the retnrn made subject to the 
legality of the ballot as alleged in the case 
of Skowhegan. 

Ninth—Should votes returned as cast for 
Jno. Burnham and John Burnam be counted 
for the same or two different persons, or 
votes returned for Alfred or Alford Cosh-
man, or for James W. Clark or James W. 
Clarke, or John T. Wallace or John T. Wal
lace, Jr.? 

Tenth—If the vote of the first candidate 
named in a return is ctrried out in letters 
and figures, and the votes of the three suc
ceeding candidates are indicated by ditto 
marks, should the votes returned for the 
last three candidates be rejected. If any 
defect exists in such a return is it correct
able by the records. 

Eleventh—Have the governor and 
council the right to reject a return on the 
ground that two or more of the signatures 
were forged or written by one hand, merely 
on an inspection of the return itself without 
evidence from either of the officers purport
ing to sign, as in the case of Webster, Lis
bon, New Sharon and other towns, or have 
they the right to reject such returns or any 
evidence submitted by one party alone 
without first giving notice to the other 
party and giving him the right to introduce 
counter evidence, or have they the right to 
act on or consider any protests, affidavits or 
papers outside of the returns 
unless npun point that the signatures of the 
subscribing officers were not affixed with 
their own handti, or have they the right t 
rejeot any return on account of such protest, 
affidavits, oi papers taken ex parte and tiled 
by one party without the knowledge of the 
other, without first giving to snob adverse 
party notice and the right to introduce coun
ter evidence. 

Twelfth—Should the returns therewith 
annexed, from the town of Go ldsboro, be 
counted for Oliver P. Bragdon, or Oliver 
B. Bragdon, all other towns in the same 
class being retnrned for Oliver P. Bragdon? 

Thirteenth—When the governor and 
council decide that there is no retnrn from 
a city or town on which a Representative 
can be summoned to the legislature, is it 
their duty to take such steps as will insure 
the voters of sncli city or town a new elec
tion, by which they can secure a Representa
tive in the legislature? (The cases of five 
disfranchised cities are referred to.) 

Fourteenth—Have the governor and 
council the right, and is it their duty to re
call any certificate of election improperly or 
erroneously issued to any Senator or Rep
resentative, or if they cannot recall a cer
tificate, have they the right, and is it their 
duty, to issue a new certificate to the person 
entitled thereto. 

MOBE PETITIONS. 

AUGUSTA, Me., Dec. 28.—Numerous peti
tions weie forwarded to Gov. Garoelon to
night, praying that he will refer all matters 
in dispute touching the election of members 
of the legislature to the supreme judicial 
court. Bangor sent five large petitions, em
bracing in all 587 names, including men in 
all professions and callings. Many Demo
crats and Greenbackers signed the 
petitions. Portlsnd sends three strong 
petitions, aggregating 49G names, em 
embracing a large ^proportion of prominent 
names in the city. Hon. Win. L. Putnam, 
with Emery Ridlow, send petitions differently 
worded from the others, but praying with 
equal urgency that the matters in dispute be 
referred to the court. Thirteen eminent 
ministers of the gospel, inoluaing Bishop 
Neeley, of the Episcopal chnrcb, and Rev, 
Thomas Hill, ex-president of Harvard col
lege, and representatives of all churches, 
send similar petitions. 

Augusta sends a petition headed by Tbos. 
Lombard, a prominent Democrat, and signed 
by a hundred and two leading citizens, in
cluding three ex governors, Hon. Joseph 
Williams, Hon. Anson P. Merrill and Hon. 
Selden Connor. 

Skowhegan sends a petition signed by 
Jndge Jas. Bell and 105 others. 

Ellsworth sends a petition headed by ex-
Attorney General Emery and Mayor Davis, 
snd signed by 112 prominent citizens. 

Damarisootta sends a petition headed by 
B. W. Metcalf, the large ship builder, and 
signed by 82 others., 

Bucksport sends a petit ion headed by H . 
D. Hollook, a prominent Democratic lawyer, 
and signed by ninety-four others. 

Bowdoin sends a petition headed by 
Alonzo Purrinton and signed by sixty-four 
others. 

Franklin sends a petition signed by Jas. 
H. West and 25 others. 

At a meeting of citizens of Augusta Sat
urday evening a committee of ten was ap
pointed to co-operate with the civil author
ities in measures for peace and protection 
of the city during the present excitement. 

WIOKB made of spun glass have been 
tried in lamps, and it ia said they do 
very well. I t is said that they supply 
tho petroleum, oil or alcohol to the 
flame with more steadiness than the or
dinary wick; that they secure a clear 
and pure l ight at a less expense of fuel, 
and that they diminish the usual un
pleasant odor. 

T H E W H E A T CORNER. 

The New Tork Cliqum Determtntd to-Bold 
Her Koxzle Agin thm Bank, Till th* ZaH 
Galoot'* Ashore." 

I New York Special Cincinnati Enquirer, 24th. | 
The pending corner in wheat was the ab

sorbing topio in the produce exohange. 
Trade was almost at a standstill, for no one 
cares to operate until things come to a head. 
Being asked aa te the personnel of the clique, 
a leading grain merchant said: "Of course 

e can't tell definitely, bnt the general im-
eesion is that James Eeene is at the head 

-" the clique, and that Ruf us Hatch has 
something to do with i t They and their 
friends are said to control 6,000,000 bushels 
of grain in Chicago. Of the 11,000,000 
bushels afloat, or in the elevators at this port, 
they also control a large proportion, ex
actly how muoh no outsider knows. 
All their Chicago wheat is No. 2 
spring, the standard, and is held there at 
91.30 per tuahei. Here the same wheat is 
quoted at $1.46, and, right here, I may men
tion two singular facts. In the first place 
you should remember that the freight by 
rail on a bushel of wheat is twenty-four 
cents, while the handling of it snd other 
expenses amount to four cents r' ^tahel. 
This should make the price 91 Mia New York, 
when it is 91.30 in Chicago, bnt our actual 
quotation is 91.46. Secondly, the ssme grade 
that is held here at 91.4C is selling at Liver 
pool to-day at 91.42, which shows that the 
demand in that market for the present is 
light." 

"Do you think there is a heavy short in
ert in the market?" 

'•That's what bothers us. We suppose 
there is a considerable 'short' interest, but 
csn not even approximately estimate its 
amount, Thus far there is not what we call 
a 'corner' in wheat, but the developments of 
the next few days may show that there is. 
Next month will tell the story. It is known, 
however, that the parties who are operating 
the pool are financially strong, and that 
they are still buying, Their chances of suc
cess depend upon many circumstances that 
can not be certainly foreseen. Since Sep
tember last, estimating the shipments from 
this date to January 1st, we have shipped to 
Europe, say 120,000,000 bnshels of grain." 

A R E M A R K A B L E A C C I D E N T 

A Miner Walla Fifty feet, and If a* the 
Presence of Mind Left to Save B~,>isrlf 
From Jleinft Blasted to Death. 

[Nevada Transcript.] 
One of the most remarkable accidents 

that has ever yet been heard of on the 
Pacific Coast occurred last Monday at Dr. 
Buelow's quartz mine, five miles east of 
this city. G. H. Eirchbacker, a middleaged 
man, had put in a blast at the bottom o 
the shaft, which is eighty feet deep, and 
then, after lighting the fuse, gave the men 
at the windless the signal to "hoist away." 
When the bucket he was in had been 
hoisted to a point about thirty feet from 
the surface a splice in the rope gave way, 
and Kirchbaoker was precipitated a dis
tance of fifty feet into the lower depths. 
Stangely enough, the force of the fall did 
not render him insensible, although he was 
stunned for an instant. One ankle was 
dislocated, a knee-pan hurt, neck eat and 
other slighter injuries received. Almost as 
soon as his downward course was checked 
he realized the fact that but a few seconds 
would elapse before the explosion of the 
blast and his consequent annihilation un
less he took immediate measures to save 
himself. He managed to draw his mangled 
body over to where the fire was creeping 
down to the heavy charge of powder beneath. 
No time was to be lost. Grasping the 
burning fuse he summoned up his remain
ing stregth and drew it out from the tamp
ing. His companions on the surface were 
in agonizing state of suspense for a few 
minutes. When several moments had elaps
ed, and no explosion followed, they started 
down for the purpose of getting tho remains 
of the victim, whom tbey supposed had 
been dashed to pieces. Their surprise snd 
joy was unbounded at finding him alive. He 
was haulded up, and a doctor at once sent 
for. So far as yet ascertained he received 
no internal injures, aud will be as well as 
ever again in a few days. 

T E R R I B L E DISASTER. 

RAILROAD TRAIN IN THE FRITH OF TAY. 
LONDON, Dec. 29.—At 1 A. M. a portion of 

the bridge across the Frith of Tay was 
blown down while a tram from Edinburgh 
to Dundee was crossing. At 7:14 o'clock 
last night the gale was so strong that steam
boats were unable to reach tho scene of the 
disaster, but several mail bags have been 
washed ashore four miles from the bridge 
and there is no doubt that the train is in the 
water. The passengers who are certainly all 
drowned are variously estimated at 150 to 
200 in number. 

LATER.—The gale having moderated 
somewhat the mayor of Dundee and a num
ber of leading citizens started in a schooner 
to tho scene of the disaster, but bave not 
yet returned. The excitement at Tay bridge 
station is appalling. Many thousands of 
people are congregated awaiting definite in
telligence. 

LONDON, Dec. 28.—The missing Dundee 
train was seen crossing the bridge, then 
suddenly a flash of light became visible. 
The railway officials, in spite of the gale, 
walked along the bridge from Dundee until 
they found there was a large gap, caused 
by the fall of two or three of the largest 
spans. 

RUMORED DISA6TEB AT SEA. 

LONDON, Dec. 29.—Reports are current at 
Bristol to-day that the steamer Arrogan 
from New York Nov. 26, for Bristol, had 
foundered in the Atlantic, and all on board 
lost. Her owners at present know nothing 
of any disaster to the vessel. 

Concerning Lizards. 
The common lizards of the West In

dies are extremely fond of music. In a 
listening attitude, they will approach 
the open window of a room in which 
music is played, coming nearer and 
nearer, with heads elevated, intently 
listening. I n a somewhat rare book, 
entitled "Barbados and Other Poems," 
by M. J . Chapman (London, 1835), this 
habit of the lizard is thus referred t o : 

Gay sounds are heard within the lighted halls; 
The UateniiiK leaves the melody enthralls; 
Tho charmed sephyr pauses as he flies, 
And mingles with his strains the softest sighs; 
The wakened lizard leaves his bushy bed, 
Climbs to the latUce and erects his head. 

A lizard, so engaged, had its tail ac
cidentally cut off by the sudden closing 
of the window on the sill of which it 
was stationed. This ourtailed lizard, 
however, continued t o visit the spot, 
charmed by the music. After a short 
time it was noticed that the lost appen
dage was gradually replaced by two. 
This occurred at the house of a friend 
in Barbados. Mr. H. S. Moseley, in 
his charming work, " Notes by a Nat
uralist on the Challenger" (London, 
1879), remarks: " I t i s curious how 
little animals seem to be frightened by 
a long wand, like a fishing-rod. I have 
seen Mr. Thwaitee, in Ceylon, put a 
noose of palm fiber, fastened at the top 
of a rod of this kind, over the heads of 
numbers.of lizards, and carry them off 
thus sniggled to pat them into spirit 
for Dr. Ounther. The lizards satquiet-
ly to receive the noose, though if we 
had moved a foot nearer to them they 
would have ran off at once."—T. Bland, 
in Science News. 

N B O B O immigration is not tolerated 
in Cuba. 

Tegetation on the Earth. 
The densely-luxuriant tropical plants, 

with their lofty palms and wilderness of 
creepers; the more open woods of oak, 
elm or pine, and the plains of grass or 
heather of temperate cl imes; the mosses 
and lichens of the far north, and the 
millions of minute algse on fields of 
snow; the enormous masses of marine 
plants, and the multitudinous green 
threads of every pond or rivulet, are 
one and all continually engaged during 
the hoars of daylight in tearing from 
the atmosphere its carbon, and in suck
ing from lhe earth or sea its water 
(with the mineral substances dissolved 
in it), in order to build up new masses 
of organic substance from these purely 
inorganic materials. The quantity of 
living matter thus daily formed may be 
truly termed enormous. The dryland 
of the earth's surface i s estimated at 
22,392,430 square miles. Let us assume 
that of this 15,000,000 square miles (or 
a little over two-thirds) are clothed with 
vegetation—neglecting altogether the 
vegetation of the ocean—and let 
but the 365th part of an inch 
be the growth of this sur
face daily, and every year will* be 
formed a mass one inch thick and 15,-
000,000 square miles in extent, which 
would make a solid cube of vegetable 
matter about fifteen miles in extent in 
each dimension. I t is thus no wonder 
that we should have accumulations of 
vegetable debris in the form of coal in 
some parts of the world (as in Pennsyl
vania), which may be in alternating 
beds seventy feet in thickness, and ex
tending over an area larger than that of 
Yoiksbire. The wonder, at first sight, 
is rather that the size of the solid earth 
does not, in succeeding ages, notably 
increase at the expense of its fluid and 
aeriform matter. But fast as organic 
matter is thus accumulated by so enor
mous and incessantly acting a manu
factory, its fabric is nevertheless much 
like the web of Penelope; for close up
on life follows death, and with the death 
of all organisms, their substance (by 
decomposition) returns again for the 
most part (as water, carbonic acid, am
monia and vai ious gases, etc.,) to that 
organic world whence it was originally 
derived. 

Unsurpassed "Cheek." 
Exhibitors oi " cheek," if they could 

be materialized, would command con
siderable attention at faira. At one of 
these exhibitions a Bohemian printer 
who c a n e to this city some time ago, 
and who " subbed " a while on this pa
per, would never fail to receive the first 
premium. Tbis is a specimen: Going 
up to the State House, he inquired for 
the Governor The Governor had gone 
to dinner. He asked for Secretary 
Frolich. That gentleman was in his 
office. 

" Col. Proiich," he began, " you are 
a printer; s» am L Just now it is high
ly essential that I should have a dollar. 
Lend me the amount and I will pay it 
back to-morrow." 

The Secretary happened to possess 
the amount, and, moved by the " stick-
aod-rule" spirit, passed i t over. The 
printer smiled, bowed and left. Going 
down and passing out into the street, 
he hailed a hackman: 

" What will you charge to drive me 
to Gov. Miller's residence and back to 
the Capital Hotel?" 

"One dollar." 
"Al l right." 
" Give me the dollar." 
"Certainly; I'd just as lief pay in 

advance. I'm a gentleman." 
H e didn't pay over the dollar, but as

serted that he was a gentleman. 
Arriving at the Governor's residence, 

the " comp " jumped out, ran up the 
steps and rang the bell. 

" I must see the Governor," he said 
to the servant. 

"He is eating dinner." 
" But I must see him immediately. 

Tell him to come here quick." 
The servant flew to the dining-room, 

and the Governor hurried to the door. 
" Governor," said the visitor, " I dis

like to disturb you, but it is of an im
portant matter that I would speak. I 
want to borrow five dollars 1" 

In history there may be an account 
of a door closing more suddenly, but 
the committee appointed to search the 
annals hasn't reported.- Arkansas 
Gazette. 

Webster's Advice to His Son. 
WASHINGTON, June 33,1834. 

Mv D E A R SON : Fletcher wrote me 
from Exeter, the next day after your 
arrival, and infoimed me that you had 
been so fortunate as to be received at 
Col. Chadwick's, and was commencing 
your studies. I am glad you are so well 
situated, and trust you will make prog
ress in yonr studies. You are at a 
most important period of life, my dear 
son, soon growing up to be a young 
man, and a boy no longer, and I feel 
great anxiety for your success and hap
piness. I beseech you to be attentive 
to all yonr duties, and to fulfill every 
obligation with cheerfulness and punc
tuality. Above all, remember your 
moral and religious concerns. Be, con 
stant at church and prayer, and every 
other appointment for worship. There 
can be no solid character and no true 
happiness which are not founded on a 
sense of religious duty. Avoid all evil 
company and every temptation, and 
consider that you have now left'your 
father's house and gone forth to im
prove your own character and prepare 
your own mind for the part you are to 
lead in life. All that can be done for 
you by others will amount to nothing 
unless yon do much for yourself. Chei-
ish all the good counsel which your 
dear mother used to give you, and let 
those of us who are yet alive have the 
pleasure of seeing you come forward as 
one who gives promise of virtue, use
fulness and distinction. I ferventlv 
commend you to the blessing of our 
Heavenly Father. 

Your affectionate father, 
D A N I E L W E B S T E B . 

EDWARD W E B S T E R 

T H E elevation above the level of the 
sea of some of the chief railways of the 
world is as follows: The Apennine 
line, at its highest point, is 617 meters 
above the sea level; the Black Forest 
hne, 850 meters; the Semmeiing, 890; 
and the railway over the Caucasus, 975 
meters. The tunnel of the St. Gothard 
line attains an elevation of 1,154 me
ters; the Bremner line, 1,367, and the 
Mount Cenis line, 1,338. In America 
the highest l ines are the North Pacific, 
which at its most-elevated point is 1,652 
meters above the level of the ocean; the 
Central Pacific, 2,140; and the Union 
Pacific, 2,513 meters. The highest point 
of the railway over the Andes is 4,769 
meters above the sea level. 

DIOGENES, being asked what beasts 
were apt to bite the wont , answered, 
"Of all wild beasts—the slanderer; and 
of all tame beasts—the flatterer." 

Persons looking westward" for homr^ 

•an piocure-full inA>rmaiion concerning 

the GAKDEK SPOT of Iowa and MmiK. 

sota, by subscribing for the Worthing. 

ton ADVANCE, published at Worthington 

Mianesota. Send $2 for one year; $] 

'or six months, and 50 cents tor t i n * / 

.aoaths, to " ADVANCE, Wortbingt\>r 

Nobles county, Minacsota.' 

USEFUL INFORMATION. 

CURE FOB F O U L BREATH.—Three 
hours after breakfast take a teaepoonful 
of the following mixture; Chlorate of 
potassa, two drams; Bweetened water, 
four ounces; wash the mouth occasion
ally with a similar mixture, and the 
breath will be as sweet as an infant's of 
two months. 

T H E INFLUENCE OF GASLIGHT U P O N 
THE EVE.—The German Minister of 
Instruction has issued sc i en t i f i c report 
on the influence of gaslight on the eye. 
The conclusion arrived at in this re
port—the result of frequent confer
ences with well-known physicians—is 
that no evil results follow a moderate 
use of gas, if the direct action of the 
yellow flame on the eye is prevented. 
For t ius purpose screens or shades are 
employed. Very grave objections, how
ever, exist to the use of zinc or lead 
shades, most evils affecting the eye be
ing traceable to them. Their use, it is 
said, inevitably tends to blindness or 
inflammation, and other harmful effects. 
The milky-white glass shade is the best, 
as it distributes the hght, and has a 
grateful effect on th&fiye. The Lun^o* 
should not be too close to the head, as 
congestions of the forehead and head
aches result from the radiated heat. 
The glass plate below the gas, employed 
in some places, is especially useful for the 
purpose as it causes an equal distribution 
of hght—'necessary where a number are 
working at one burner—prevents the 
radiation of heat, and tends to a steady 
illumination by shielding the flames 
from the currents of air. In cases of 
highly inflamed eyes, dark-blue globes 
can be very beneficially employed 
With precautions of this kind, no evil 
effects from the burning of gas can be 
feared. 

A COTTAGE WATER-FILTER.—Those 
who cannot afford to buy a water-filter 
may easily make one. Stuff a piece of 
sponge in the hole of a flower-pot, place 
above this a layer of pebbles, then a 
layer of coarse sand, and above this a 
layer of pounded charcoal three or fom 
inches in depth. Another layer of peb
bles should be placed above the char
coal to prevent it from being stirred up 
when the water is poured in. The con
tents of the flower-pot should be oc
casionally renewed. But by a small ad
dition to this a cottage filter may be 
made, which, for practical use, is quite 
equal to the most expensive filter of 
corresponding size. It consists of two 
flower-pots, one above the other, the 
lower one filled with a sponge and filter
ing layers above described, and the up
per one with a sponge only. The up
per pot should be the largest, and if the 
lower one is strong the upper one may 
stand upon it, or a piece of wood with a 
hole to receive the upper pot may rest 
on the brim of the lower one. The two 
pots thus arranged are placed on a three 
legged stool with a hole in it, through 
which the projecting part of the lowei 
sponge passes, and the water drops into 
a jug placed below. The upper pot 
serves as a reservoir, and the sponge 
stops the coarser impurities, and thus 
the filtering layers of the lower one may 
be used for two or three years without 
being renewed if the upper sponge be 
occasionally cleaned. Care must be
taken to wedge in the upper sponge 
tightly enough to prevent the water 
passing through the upper pot moie 
rapidly than it can filter through the 
lower one.—LeU ure Hour. 

Egyptian Tales. 
The Egyptian genius delighted in the 

construction of stories. Some of the 
stories have come down through the 
Greeks, especially Herodotus, who gath
ered them duiing his travels, and mixed 
them up in a confusion which is charm-, 
ing, while it is perplexing, with his his
torical notes; others survive in forms 
more or less imperfect and mutilated in 
the papyruses. Some of them give a 
sorry idea of the morals and moral 
tastes of the people; but we may hope 
that in this respect they do them as 
great injustice as the stories of the 
French novelists do to the people whose 
life they shamelessly distort. Among 
those which have come down through 
the Greeks is the incident which is the 
probable foundation of the story of 
"Cinderella." I t is related by Strabo, 
of Bhodopis, the "rosy-cheeked," who 
became Queen Nitocris, and had her 
name associated with one of the great 
pyramids. The wind carried away her 
sandal while she was bathing, and' laid 
it at the feet of the King, who was sit
ting in the open air. His attention was 
attracted by its delicate and symmetrical 
shape, and he sought her out and made 
her his Queen. The most perfectly 
preserved of the stories in papyrus is 
called "The Tale of the Two Brothers," 
and is full of incidents of a peculiar 
character. A tale called the "Doomed 
Prince " has attracted considerable at
tention, but it is abruptly broken off by 
the mutilation of the only copy, and 
leaves no clew to the ending. Many 
other stories are in the some situation, 
but what remains shows great richnesa 
of fancy.—National Repository. 

The Sunflower. 
In many districts in the West the 

traveler will see growing immediately 
about the doors of farm houses beds of 
sunflowers. The belief of many is that 
the growing sunflower is n protection 
from malaria and a preventive of the 
low fevers of malarious districts. This 
plant, we believe, is made of but small 
practical use in America. A scientific 
writer upon the helianthns says: 

" Elsewhere the sunflower, if not ad
mired, is esteemed for practical reasons. 
Many of our native aboriginals make 
bread of the seeds. I t is cultivated in 
the South of Europe sometimes as a 
field crop, the seeds being used as a 
food for cattle and poultry, and also for 
making oil, which is little inferior to 
olive oil, is burned in lamps, and em-

Sloyed in the manufacture of soap, 
leal and bread are said to be got from 

the seeds in Portugal, and these, roasted, 
ore often substituted for coffee. The 
seeds are also used like almonds for 
making soothing emulsions, and in some 
parts of the Old World are boiled and 
fed to infants. The leaves are good 
fodder for cattle, the stems serve for 
fuel, and contain much potash. The 
different species of sunflower indigen
ous to the United States number somo 
forty, scattering from ocean to ocean, 
and from New England to the Gulf. 
For a plant generally counted unworthy, 
as i t i s with us, it sorely has many valu
able uses. 

M. FALCONNET, who was a clever 
physician, was called in by a hypochon
driac. The lady declared that she ate, 
drank and slept well. " Ah!" said the 
doctor, "come quick; let me give you 
some medicine, and we shall soon get 
rid of all thatl"—French paper. 


