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CURRENT TOPICS. 

SECRETARY SOIIURZ has no hanker
ing to return to Fatherland as Ameri
can minister. 

LORD D U F F E R I N proposes to pack 
all the chronically destitute Irish oft* 
to Manitoba. What has Manitoba 
done? 
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AVITIIIN the past year 7,500 miles 
of new railroad have been built in the 
United States. Most of these are 
Western. 

• T H E R E was a boom in the national 
debt reduction last month. The total 
reduction reached the cheerful sum of 
So,699,430. 

T H E little game-cock government of 
Chili seems disposed to follow the ex
ample of Uncle Sam in '44, and gobble 
up the whole Pacific coast of South 
America. 

T H E South Carolina legislature has 
enacted a new batch of laws against 
dueling. I t seems to amuse the legis
lature, and interferes with nobody's 
pistolic diversion. 

• 
T H E Union Pacific railway proposes 

to pull a plum out of the mouth of 
Pullman, by refusing to renew then-
contract, which soon expires. They 
are disposed to try building their own 
sleepers. 

Six more pairs of shoulder-straps 
are to be retired from the national 
police squad, by courtesy called the 
army. The privates will out-number 
the officers if this sort of thing be-
comes epidemic. 

• 
T H E socialunatics of New York are 

preparing to turn themselves loose in 
a grand reception to Ilartmann, the 
Kussian nihilist who served several 
years' apprenticeship to the art of 
czar-extermination, and failed to mas
ter it. 

M R . W I L L E T T , of Michigan, pro
poses to disfranchise the Mormons as 
an antidote to polygamy. I t would 
then be only a question of wives ver
sus votes. The uxorious follower of 
the prophet pnyslris money and takes 
his choice. 

W E S T V I R G I N I A has produced a 
mariner to take charge of the small 
fleet of tubs owned by this govern
ment— Nathan Goff. Jr., of Clarks
burg. As he gives up an office paying 
him $6,000 a year, it looks as though 
he must have a longer grip on the 
portfolio than the two months remain
ing of the present administration. 

RUSSIA,having determined to occupy 
the country of the Turcomans—"oc
cupy*' being czarese for steal—is hav
ing plenty of fun doing it. They have 
had several lively fights, in which, 
though defeated,the Turcomans made 
the victories expensive. But as it is 
only a question of time, the Tekkes are 
shedding their blood for pure glory. 

« 
T H E British lion and the African 

boer seem determined to tight it out. 
The people of the Orange River Free 
State are joining with their neighbors 
of the Trans-Vaal in their insurrection 
against English ride. This combina
tion places in the field a much larger 
force than the British can oppose to 
them for some mouths, and serious 
trouble is anticipated. 

—_ «. 
CAPT. EADS, having milked the jet

ty cow dry, has been exercising his 
persuasive powers upon the unsophisti
cated (\leaser with the most gratify
ing success. The ''horseback govern
ment" granted him the right of way 
for his ship railroad across the isthmus 
of Tehauntepec, and gave a bonus of a 
million acres of land on the Pacific 
coast to build his depot and warehouse 
upon. 

-» 
T H E Conneinara sensation has 

reached New England, and has de
veloped into the largest assemblage of 
black crows that ever flew from Min
nesota. The Boston Journal has 
jumped to the astute conclusion that 
the entire population of Minnesota are 
starving; and as anything emanating 
from the Hub is unquestioned gospel 
in the remote East, Minnesota re
ceives a vast amount of gratuitous 
sympathy. 

T H E Irish unpleasantness is a 
bonanza for the gunmakers, who are 
doing an unprecedented business. 
The government expresses confidence 
in its ability to meet any emergency 
with the forces now in the country. 
Queen Victoria asks- for special discre
tionary powers to keep the turbulent 
Hibernians in order. If it was only 
suggested to her, a dose of moral sua
sion might have a better effect than 
ron and lead. 

CONGRESS should tender a vote of 
thanks to Prince Bismarck. The in
tolerable rigors of his government are 
driving to America all the better class
es who can raise sufficient of the need
ful to i>ay their passage to America. 
Uncle Samuel is thereby the gainer of 
multitudes of thrifty, educated and 
honest citizens, who will be a great 
developing factor in our vast unoccu
pied domain. The Germans will set
tle their social and political problems 
oy a short cut—to America. 

-*.—. 
T H E process of instantaneous pho

tography, recently perfected in Lon
don, does away with the necessity of 
swallowing a crowbar to maintain the 
erect inflexibility usually supposed to 
be essential to catching the shadow. 
The photographer now lariats his 
victim on the run. The whole job re
quires only the hundredth part of a 
second, and the escaping thief, or the 
party anxiously seeking to cut the ac
quaintance of a mad bull, may be pho
tographed as perfectly as if he had 
slicked up and planted himself for the 
purpose. 

TELEGRAPHIC BREVITIES. 
fBusoy.iL AND POLITICAL. 

The Dakota legislature meets 
Yuukton, Jan. 11. 

Gov. Long, of Massachusetts, was 
inaugurated at Boston, Jan. C. 

The President is about to fill six 
vacancies on the army retired list. 

Chief Justice Moss, of the Ontario 
court of appeals, died at Nice, Jan. 5. 

The wife of John Russell Young 
died at the Newfoundland asylum, Jan. 5. 

Mr. Frye, of Maine, has withdrawn 
from the senatorial contest, in favor of Mr. 
Hale. 

One hundred and twenty bills were 
introduced in the House at Washington on 
Jan. 10. 

The election of Philetus Sawyer, of 
Wisconsin, to the U. 8. Senate is now claimed 
as a certainty. 

Gen. Nathan Goff, of West Virginia, 
was nominated and confirmed Secretary of the 
Navy, Jan. 6. 

G e n . Garfie ld i s c o n s i d e r i n g t h e pro
position to give~Scnator Bruce? of Mississippi, 
a seat in his cabinet. 

Gen. Ben Harrison, according to 
Indianapolis advices, is certain to succeed Mc
Donald in the United States senate. 

The congressional investigating com
mittee in the Donnelly-Washburn contest is 
expected to make a full report this week. 

Capt. R. E. Davies, formerly chief 
commissary of the department of Dakota, lo
cated at St. Paul, died at Jersey City, Jan. 5. 

The President recognized Louis 
Borlcn, consul of the Swiss Confederation at 
Chicago, and Theodore Schurz, vice consul of 
the Swiss Confederation at Chicago. 

A dispatch from Washington, Jan. 
10, says: The sub-committee of the committee 
on military affairs had under consideration the 
bill to make Gen. Grant captain-general, and 
will report adversely to the committee. 

On Jan. 10, the President nominated 
Col. D. B. Sacket senior iuspector general of 
the army with the rank of brigadier general; 
Capt. James C. Breckeuridge, Second artillery, 
assistant inspector general, with the rank of 
major. 

Jan. 4, Governor Foster sent to the 
Ohio Senate a special message along with a 
letter from President-elect Garfield renouncing 
and declining the United States Senatorship, 
which was immediately referred to the judi
ciary committee. 

Gov. Murray, of Utah, refused a cer
tificate of election to Geo. Q. Cannon, delegate 
to Congress elect from that Territory, on the 
ground that he is not a citizen of the United 
States. The certificate was given to Allen G. 
Campbell, the gentile candidate. 

WEEKLY CASUALTY RECORD. 

A $40,000 fire occurred on Madison 
street, Chicago, Jan. 5. 

The final deposit has been posted in 
London in the Hanlan-Laycock rowing match. 

Twenty-one deaths from diphtheria 
occurred in New York within twenty-four 
hours. 

The headquarters of the militia 
at Philipopolis have been burned. Five sentin
els perished. 

T h e bark J o h n S i t t l e s o n , f r o m H a m 
burg for Philadelphia, sunk in a collision. Six 
oi the crew are missing. 

F o u r m e n w e r e k i l l e d in N e w Y o r k , 
Jan. 6, by the explosion of a can of shellac 
varnish in a fermenting tub in a brewery. 

T h e B r i t i s h s t e a m e r B r a z i l i a n , f r o m 
Boston, was wrecked when entering the 
Mersey yesterday. No persons drowned. 

A m o t h e r a n d d a u g h t e r , a t F o r t 
Scott, Kan., were fatally burned, Jan. 6, by 
their clothes catching fire from a fire place. 

Nine deaths are already reported 
from the boiler explosion at the Alicnstown, 
Pa., rolling mills, and three more are cxqcctcd 
to die. 

A dispatch from Watertown, D. T., 
Jan. 7, says that the first mail in thirtceu da\-s 
has just been received there. Snow blockad 
caused the delay. 

A freight train and an engine came 
in collision on the Delaware & Susquehanna 
railroad, Jan. 8. Five men arc severely in
jured; two, it is thought, mortally. 

A boiler in the puddling mill -of the 
Allentown, Pa., rolling mill exploded Jan. 6, 
instantly killing one man, fatally wounding 
five, and seriously injuring five more. 

San Francisco dispatch. Jan. 10: Oif 
December loth, the Japanese coasting steamer 
with sixty passengers and a crew of twenty-two 
foundered in the inland sea and sixty-four lives 
were lost. 

A three masted schooner, sugar 
laden, came ashore on Brigantinc Bar at At
lantic, N. J., Jan. 7, during a dense fog. All 
hands are down with the chills and fever and 
the captain is dead. 

A fire in Lockport, N. V., Jan. 5, 
destroyed the Hodge Opera House, and the 
Gargling Oil building adjoining. Loss, f 150,-
000; insurance, $66,000. Several firemen and 
citizens were injured by falling walls. 

T h e b r e w e r y o f O b e r B r o s . , A l l e 
ghany City, having a capacity of 12,050 bar
rels of beer annually, was totally destroyed by 
fire about 7 o'clock on the morning of Jan. 3. 
Loss, (45,000, on which is an insurance of 
(17,000. 

A dispatch from Wilmington, N. C, 
Jan. 5, savs; The fast mail train on the W. & 
W. railroad, bound north, ran off the track 
near Magnolia last evening. Several persons 
were hurt, but none killed. The accident was 
caused bv the breaking of a wheel. 

Des Moines, la., dispatch, Jan. 8: 
A special from Creston says: A passsngcr 
train coming north this morning on the Kans
as City road, struck a broken rail near Bed
ford. Four coaches were derailed and the 
train was badly wrecked. No passengers 
hurt. 

A tenement house in New York 
city was burned on the morning of Jan. 4, the 
fire being caused by a gasoline explosion, 
caused by a careless plumber. The single 
egress was stopped by the flames, producing a 
horrible panic among the tenants. Men and 
women threw their children from the windows, 
jumping after Ahem themselves, setting their 
clothing on fire from the flames. When the 
firemen had mastered the tire, the dead bodies 
of ten persons were found, who had perished 
from suffocation and burning. 

Jan. 4, a shocking accident occurred 
to-day on the line of the Sioux City & Omaha 
division of the Chicago, St. Paul & Omaha 
railroad, by which six men were killed out
right and the seventh lost a leg. The men 
were engaged in a cut north of Bancroft shov-
ling snow. The working train, anticipat

ing the coming of the south-bound passenger, 
had sidetracked, and the men, eleven in all, 
had stepped from the track to allow the pas
senger to pass. Some trouble in getting 
through had been experienced the day before 
and the engineer approaching the cut, which is 
a long ouc and on a curve, had put on steam 
and rushed in. The train consisted of a loco
motive and tender, the box cars and one pas
senger car. The train with the exception oi 
the latter car passed the men in safety, but the 
steps of the passenger coach caught them and 
mowed them down like grass under the 
wheels. Only four escaped without serious 
injury. 
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CRIME AND CRIMINAL RECORD. 

Daniel T. Sullivan and Fatrick 
Hayes, murderers, were hanged at Philadel
phia, Jan. 6. 

Robert Smith, the Lunenburg mur
derer, sentenced to be hanged on the 30th inst' 
has escaped from jail. ' 

Mrs. Meichaffer, husband murderess 
of Newark, N. J., and her waramour, Lam-
mers, were hkr.ged Jan. 

Louis Nathal, manager of the 
Nathal Opera troupe, left for San Francisco 
taking with him Louise Lester, the prima 
donna, wife of the advance agent, Louis 
Davis. 

A p a r t y o f M e x i c a n p r i s o n e r s p a s s e d 
through Omaha, Jan. 10, bound for the house 
of correction at Detroit, Mich. 

Mrs. Brown, at Indianapolis, was 
convicted of the murder of her husband, and 
sentenced to imprisonment for life. 

Lee Leonard was fatally shot in a 
house of ill-fame on Winter street, Dos Moines, 
Saturday night, by an unknown man. 

E. II. Darling was convicted of em
bezzlement at Fargo, Jan. 10, and sentenced to 
a year and a half in the State prison at Detroit, 
Mich. ""*' 

Nathan Orlanda Greenfield, the sev
eral times respited Oswego county wife mur
derer, was again sentenced to be executed 
February 17. 

A b r a h a m a n d J o s e p h B u z z a r d , D i l 
lon Clark and Henry Hower were arrested Jan. 
8, at Ephrata,, after a desperate {resistance. 
These arc the leaders of a band of robbers in 
that and adjoining towns. 

Richard Lester, who married Miss 
Hart in the police court at Ottawa to save him
self from imprisonment, attempted to murder 
her by choking. The woman is in a critical 
state. Lester was arrested. 

The residence of Eliheu Sperry, at 
Hartford, Ct., was robbed Sunday night of 
(45,000 in bonds. The police have arrested 
Hasland, a neighbor, and held him in (20,000. 
Among the bonds stolen were (12,000 Milwau
kee & St. Paul. 

New York dispatch, Jan. 10: Ex-
Asscmblyinan Thomas Costigau, supervisor of 
the City Record, official paper, has brought 
action for libel against the Evening Express, 
Tamany hall organ. Costigan is the anti-
Tamany leader. 

D r . C h a r l e s H a v e r n i c k , o f M i l w a u 
kee, was found dead in his bed on the morning 
of Jan. 4th. Suspicions of suicide are enter
tained, as a bottle partly filled with chloro
form was found in the room, from which he 
had evidently inhaled about two ounces. A 
letter left by him in custody of a druggist of 
that city will be opened at the inquest. 

FOREIGN. 

It was reported in London, Jan. 8. 
that the Chilians had captured Lima. 
. Gen. Moriones, one of the ablest of
ficers in the civil wars of Spain, is dead. 

Queen Victoria's message was 
delivered at the opening of Parliament, Jan. 6. 

The calling out of the reserves and 
the national guard will increase the Greek 
army to 80,000 men. 

T h e F r e n c h m i n i s t e r o f f o r e i g n af
fairs has sent a dispatch to Greece, urging her 
to agree to arbitration. 

Birmingham, England, gunmakers 
confirm the reports that large quantities of 
arms arc being sent to Ireland. 

T h r e e h u n d r e d a m n e s t i e d c o m m u n 
ists have arrived at Brest, from New Caledonia. 
Twenty-three still remain there. 

Twenty-two Internationalists have 
been arrested at Naples, charged with a con
spiracy to overturn the social fabric. 

D i s p a t c h e s f r o m C a p e T o w n a n 
nounce the prevailing opinion that the rebel
lion in Trans Vaal is approaching its end. 

Dr. Schliemann has presented his 
collection of Brojan antiquities to the emperor 
of Germany to be placed in the Museum in 
Berlin. 

L o n d o n d i s p a t c h . J a n . 7: Y e s t e r 
day a large steamer was seen to go on the 
Goodwin sands and afterwards sink with all 
hands. 

The home rule party in Parliament 
agrees not to discuss the land question in the 
debate on the address in reply to the queen's 
speech. 

The French ambassador at Constan
tinople, urged the portc the 5th inst. to accept 
arbitration, declaring that Europe could not 
tolerate war. 

T h e C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t w i l l t ry 
to close the Pacific railway debate this week. 
Certain amendments to the syndicate terras 
were adopted. 

Volunteers have been called for 
from infantry regiments at Alderschott, to 
form a corps of mounted rifles for service 
against the Boers. 

The death is announced in London 
of Jno. Stin house, LL. D., F. K. 8. fc he chem
ist, and John Thomas Townson, scientific 

ritcr on navigation. 
The British Army and Navy Gazelle 

says the contribution of the imperial govern
ment to the expenses of the Afghan war will 
be at least £6,000,000. 

The marriage of Prince Wilhelm, of 
Prussia, grandson of Emperor William, with 
the Princess Augusta Victoria, has been fixed 
for the 27th of February 

Constantinople dispatch, Jan. 6. 
Turkish soldiers, pursuing Greek brigands on 
the Turkish side of the frontier, have becu 
fired upon by the Greeks. 

O n D e c e m b e r 18 a m o b o f 300 per 
sons burst into the prison at Ente Kios, Argen
tine Republic, and hacked to pieces four slaves, 
who had murdered the son of their owner. 

In the Mexican chamber of deputies 
the committee on finance have reported a bill, 
granting a pension of (40,000 yearly to Jose
phine Sturbidc, daughter of Emperor Stur-
bide. 

Private advices from Crete report a 
rising ferment of revolution there,and a determi
nation by the Greeks to seize the opportunity 
of the rising in Greece to throw off the Otto
man rule. 

A London dispatch says: The ship 
Indian Chief, from Middlesborough to Yoko 
haniu, has been wrecked near the entrance to 
the Thames river. Eighteen persons were 
drowned and eleven saved. 

Progressionists held an enthusiastic 
meeting at Berlin, Jan. 8, to protest against 
the anti-semitic agitation and the police dis
persed a crowd numbering a thousand persons, 
who desired to disturb the meeting. 

A Dublin dispatch of Jan. 4th, says: 
The land league meeting which was to take 
plice at Maghcrsfelt, connty Londonderry, 
Thursday, aud the county demonstration there 
on the same day, has been prohibited. 

A t e l e g r a m f r o m D u b l i n s a v s a d i s 
patch dated at New Castle Jan. 4, reports a 
force of Boers have catered the territory of 
Natal and intend to oppose the advance of the 
Lritish from the Natal side of the Droknsburg. 

P r o f . H o o l i n g , o f U t r e c h t , H o l l a n d , 
announces that 5,000 persons signed his ad
dress to the English people in regard to the 
independence of Transvaal. Copies of the ad
dress will be sent to the United States and oth
er countries. 

road to Transvaal, about five miles within the 
border. They are pushing the patrol to points 
sixteen miles from Newcastle. * • 

T h e m i s s i n g m e n o f t h e c r e w o f t h e 
'steamer Harelda sunk off Cape Boca in collis
ion with the steamer Leons also sunk, have 
been picked up. The steamer Scotia, from 
Boston to Glasgow, was ashore at Sunda 
Island, but floated and proceeded with.her 
fore-hold full of water. 

Gen. Sir Evelyn Wood, who com-
manded a column iu the Zulu campaign, will 
proceed to the cape immediately as second iu 
command. Capt. Lombart states that the 
Beers continued firing at him after taking 
lft.pl El.ioU a.'.d he escaped by swimming a 
river. He afterwards walked for three days, 
the Boers in the Orange Free State refusing as
sistance. 

The value of exports from the 
Lyotis consular district to the United States 
during December was 3,500,000 francs, being 
an increase of 1,000,000 francs over the amount 
for December, 1870. Total exports for the 
year, 60,000,000 francs, an increase of 14,000,-
000 francs compared with 1379. 

Toronto dispatch, Jan. 10th; Mvs. 
Anderson (colored) has been found by neigh
bors, dead from starvation in an old shanty in 
Seaton village, a suburb of this city. Her 
husband was lying beside her, dying from the 
same cause. He is unable to speak, and too 
feeble to eat, now that food has been procured. 

T h e L o n d o n Times, i n a l e a d i n g ed
itorial, says no grants of money from the im
perial exchequer will be demanded of parlia
ment, as a part of the land bill, though possi
bly the remnant of the Irish church surplus 
may be used to aid emigration and reclamation 
of waste laud. The ministry will not ask par
liament to sanction any allocution of public 
money or anv pledging of public credit to car
ry out land reform. 

The London Times, Jan. 7, says: 
We are informed that the Pope has written a 
letter to the Archbishop of Dublin, of which 
the foreign office has authentic information, 
strongly condemning the method in which the 
agitation in Ireland is conducted, and that 
very emphatic instructions have been issued 
to the Catholic prelate, enjoining him to make 
a stand against the anarchical and communistic 
doctrines which have been preached and put 
into practice. 

P a r i s d i s p a t c h , J a n . 5 th : T h e funer 
al of Blanqui took place to-day. A procession 
of 30,000 people followed the remains to the 
cemeterv, and enormous crowds of spectators 
lined all the streets through which the proces
sion passed. There was no disturbance. Fun
eral orations were held over the tomb. Louise 
Michel was one of the principal speakers, and 
after leaving the cemetery she received an ova
tion from the populace. Henri Rechefort at
tended the funeral, but quitted the cemetery 
before the speeches were delivered. 

away 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 

Ice in the East river carried 
obout fifty feet of pier 40. 

The total mileage of railroads in the 
United States is now 93,704. 

T h e N e w Y o r k Truth n o w a c k n o w l 
edges the Morcy letter a forgery. 

I t i s d e c l a r e d t h a t S i t t i n g B u l l w i l l 
be forced to surrender very soon. 

T h e p r i c e o f a s e a t i n t h e N e w Y o r k 
stock exchange has advanced to (30,000. 

T h e r e i s a n i c e g o r g e t h r e e m i l e s 
long and ten feet high at Monongahcla City. 

T h e c i t v c l e r k o f St . P a u l r e p o r t s 
licenses issued during 18S0 amounting to (32,-
928. 

F o w l e r , C o m p t o n &, Co. , N e w Y o r k , 
failed Jan. 5. Liabilities, (500,000. Heavy 
assets. 

T h e c o i n a g e e x e c u t e d a t t h e U n i t e d 
States mints during the calendar year of 1880 
amounted to (S2,283,270 gold and (27,409,706 
silver. 

United States 6 per cent, bonds of 
'81 aggregating about (30,000 were received 
Jan. 4 for redemption. 

The New York Central railroad has 
subscribed (250,000 to the coining world's fair, 
provided that (4,000,000 is raised. 

I t i s s a i d t h a t t h e G r e e n B a y & M i n 
nesota railroad will be sold this month, and will 
probably be bought by the bondholders. 

C a p i t a l i s t s i n t e r e s t e d in t h e M i l w a u 
kee & Northern arc making an effort to push 
the road through from Green Bay to Lake 
Superior. 

T h e I r i s h s o c i e t i e s o f B o s t o n a n d 
vicinity voted to celebrate St. Patrick's day by 
attending a lecture, the proceeds of which will 
ljc sent to the land league in Ireland. 

A first mortgage bond for the sum 
of (6,000,000 on the southwestern extension of 
the Minneapolis & St. Louis railway, in favor 
of the Central Trust Company, of New York 
City, was filed by the Secretary of State, Jan. 
5th. 

The indications are that one of the 
first jobs done in the spring by the Chicago, 
Milwaukee «fe St. Paul Company will be the 
ironing of the grade between Sioux Falls and 
Dell Rapids. 

The National union of brick-layers 
met in annual convention Jan. 10, Preston 
Gokil, of Covington, Ky., presiding, and Louis 
Carpenter, of Cincinnati, secretary. Nearly 
every State was represented. 

The Dixon Crucible Company, of 
Jersey City, suspended Jan. 5. The assets 
and liabilities, which are about even, amount 
to about (1,000,000. It is the largest graphite 
establishment in the world. 

T e n m i l l i o n d o l l a r s w o r t h o f N o r t h 
ern Pacific railroad bonds issued in London 
were covered four times. A premium of ljsf 
per cent, was bid Jan. 5 for Philadelphia & 
Reading railroad, new deferred income bonds. 

New York dispatch Jan. 7: The 
steamships Silesia and Schiedam brought (100,-
000 in specie. The Evening Post says over 
(90,000,000 in coin were added during the year 
to the stock of currency, (62,000,000 being iu 
gold. 

N e w O r l e a n s d i s p a t c h , J a n . 8: T o 
day the annivcrary of the battle of New Or
leans was observed as a legal holiday. A sa
lute was fired, and there was a parade of the 
voulentcer soldiery. Canal street was crowd
ed with spectators. 

Capt. Eads will ask congress to aid 
in the construction of his proposed ship canal 
by guaranteeing six per cent dividends on the 
(50,000,000 of stock which he will issue, and 
he expresses the utmost confidence that his 
petition will be granted. 

The Mexican government has given 
Eads' company the right to build a ship rai!-
way across the isthmus of Tehauntepec, aud a 
grant of 1,000,000 acres of land on the Pacific 
coast on which to build the railway terminus 
and establish a harbor. 

An official order appointing a court 
martial for the trial of Cadet Whittaker was 
promulgated to-day. The detail for the court 
is as previously stated, but it will meet in New 
York January 20, instead of at West Point on 
the 18th, as at first announced. 

A dispatch from Palestine, Texas, 
Jan. 8, says: Engineers of the Great Northern 
railroad start Monday to make the preliminary 
survey of the road from Laredo to the City of 
Mexico. The road will be rapidly construct
ed from San Antonio to the Rio Grande. 

A St. Louis dispatch, Jan. 8: At 

Tchuantepe& He explained his plans. Mr. 
Eads will leave for Washington to-night. 
/ The following telegraph offices have 
been opened on the Omaha line of the 8t. Paul 
<fc 8ioux CHv road: Covington, Dakota City, 
Hubbard, Emerson, Middle Creek, Bancroft, 
Lyons, Oakland, Tekamah, Meads, Blair, Mills, 
Calhoun, Warner and Florence. The poles ai e 
being set for the line to Ponca. 

There $;e 70,000 ties piled up alonj 
the line of the road between Jackson and Pon
ca. That these ties will not be used on the 
Norfolk line, says the Sioux City Journal, may 
be regarded as an indication that the St. Paul 
folks have not given up their plan of extend
ing the road west from Ponca. 

G r o s s e a r n i n g s o f . t h e N o r t h e r n 
Pacific Railroad company for July, September, 
October and November, 1880, (1,437,024.39; 
July, August, Scptembr, October, November, 
1879, (1,189,289.73; increase, (257,394.56; De-
cember, 1880, (approximate) (192,582; De
cember, (approximate) (115,083.88; increase, 
(77,498.12;i increase for the first six months of 
the fiscal jjear, (335,892.08. 

Peekskill, N. Y„ dispatch, Jan. 7: 
There has been serious trouble at Verplanck's 
point aniftog the ice men. The authorities 
telegraph rj£to Yonkers for military assistance) 
The ice men are on a strike, and parading the 
streets witli a band of music. Men willing to 
work have been driven from the lake and the 
deputy sheriff defied. A number of strikers 
went to work this afternoon under the protec
tion of military. All is quiet. 

Inter-Ocean's Joilet (111.) special: 
The Bard & Hickox miners at Braidwood are 
on a strike. The company agreed with the 
miners that for every twentv-five cents per ton 
that coal advanced above (2.50 in Chicago they 
would pav the miners ten cents. They now 
refuse to pay the miners the share of such ad
vances. 

A dispatch from Cincinnati, Jan. 7, 
reports: Dispatches indicate the breaking up 
of the ice in the Ohio between here and Pitts
burg before many hours. Yesterdav, rain at 
Pittsburg started a boom in the Monongahela. 
Pittsburg reports seven feet of water. 1.1 
Portsmouth, a large ice field is moving and 
the river is rising fast. The steamer Eldoro 
sunk and is half under water. Ironton reports 
the ice moved at 4 a. m., gorged there, and 
commenced moving again at 6:50 a. m. Man
chester and Ripley report the ice solid. Ash
land reports the river rising rapidly and full of 
heavy ice. 

A San Francisco dispatch of Jan. 4 
gives the following: Wells & Fargo's annua1 

report of precious metals produced west of tl-c 
Missouri river, including British Columbia, 
and receipts in San Francisco by express from 
the west coast of Mexico, gives the following 
aggregate. Gold, (32,522,182; silver, (40,005,-
364; lead, (5,752,390; copper, (898,000. Color
ado leads with a total of (21,284,989; Call-
fornia, (18,276,166; Nevada, (15,031,166; Utah, 
(645,953; Arizona, (4,472,471. In comparison, 
with the product for 1879 California shows an 
increase in gold of (578,579;, and a decrease 
in silver of (360,873. 

XL VI CONGRESS. 
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[Second Session.] 
SENATE, Jan. 5.—Burnside enquired 

if the committee on foreign affairs had action 
.on the joint resolution deprecating the con
struction of the inter-oceamc canal, by Euro
pean powers. The answer was in the negative. 
The vice president laid before the Senate a 
communication from Gen. Garfield, announc
ing that he had sent a letter to the Governor 
aud legislature of Ohio, declining to accept the 
Senatorship to which he had been elected. His 
letter was placed on the files of the Senate. 
The committee on appropriations reported back 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bills 
with amendments. The bill for the relief of 
Ben Holliday was taken up. The endorsement 
of the secretary of war, of the recommendation 
of the quartermaster general of an additional 
appropriation of (1,000,000, to replenish the 
stock of clothing, was submitted. Numerous 
bills were introduced, and after some unim
portant business the Senate went into execu
tive session, and soon after adjourned. 

H O U S E , J a n . 5 . — T h e H o u s e reas 
sembled at noon. An amendment to the coin
age bill was passed. The committee on ap
propriations agreed to add (125,000 to the ar
my appropriation bill. Mr. Springer intro
duced a bill to apportion representatives in 
Congress among the several Stales, under the 
new census. Referred to the census commit
tee. A bill was introduced for the retirement 
of army officers. Referred. The House went 
into committee of the whole on the army ap
propriation bill. The bill was read by sec-
tions for amendments. Several amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill passed. The inter
state commerce bill was taken up, but after 
being discussed went over. A bill was intro
duced authorizing the President to place Gen. 
Ord on the retired list according to his brevet, 
ranking Major General. Referred. The speaker 
laid several executive communications before 
the House. Adjournment. 

SENATE, Jan. C—On resolution, 
directed the secretary to subscribe for six dailv 
papers, or their cquivolent in weeklies, for 
each Senator and ofheer in the Senate. Adopt
ed a resolution providing for the appointment 
of a committee of three on mileage. Senator 
Powers offered a resolution requesting the 
State Auditor to furnish each Senator and 
member of the* House with a detailed state
ment of the population of each county by 
precincts, etc., as taken from the returns on 
file in his office. The Senate then proceeded 
to the House chamber to attend the joint con
vention to hear the Governor's messace. 

HOUSE, Jan. 6.—On motion the use 
of the hall was tendered to the State Forestry 
Association, for their annual meeting on Tues
day evening, l l th inst. Ou motion a commit
tee of four consisting of Messrs, McCrackcn, 
Comstock, Dunn and Shcardown, was appoint
ed on mileage of members. Mr. Baxter intro
duced a bill to ihangc the name of the Big Stone 
Lake and Lake Traverse Internal Improvement 
Transportation Company, to the Big Stone 
Lake Navigation Company. Mr. Sanborn in
troduced a bill to amend general statutes of 
1878, rel iting to forcible entry and detainer. 
Also a bill relating to highways. At 2:30 the 
Senate entered the House. On motion, Messrs. 
Smith, McCrea and Shcardown appointed a 
committee to wait upon the Governor, to say 
that the joint convention had organized, 
and was ready to receive any communication 
from him. The committee retired, and soon 
returned with Gov. Pillsbury, and ex-Gover
nors Sibley and Marshall. Gov. Pillsbury then 
read his message. 

SENATE, Jan. 7.—A communication 
from the secretary of war was presented al
leging the insufficiency of the appropriation 
of $75,000 for recruiting purposes, and recom
mending an appropriation of (397,000. Senator 
Jones presented a memorial of J. W. Moore, 
alleging that Senator Kellogg, of Louisiana, 
had his seat by bribery and corruption, that 
Moore himself was one* of the bribed, and ask
ing to be examined as a witness. A discussion 
of some length ensued in which Moore was 
denounced on all sides as a corrupt rascal. The 
afternoon hour having expired the discussion 
was dropped. A number of bills on various 
subjects were withdrawn. The consular and 
diplomatic appropriation bill was taken up, 
amended, discussed and passed. After an ex
ecutive session the Senate adjourned till Mon
day. 

HOUSE, Jan. 7.—Mr. Springer offer-
red a resolution calling on the State depart
ment for information in reffcrcncc to Halifax 
fisheries award of (5,5000,000 paid by this 
government to Great Britain, etc. Referred to 
iue committee on foreign affairs, after con
siderable discussion in opposition, and the 
subject was dropped. The House went into 
committee of the whole on the private calen
dar, and when the committee rose, bills were 
passed to confirm titles to certain.lands in 
Ohio, and for the relief of Winnebago Indians 
in Wisconsin. Adjourned. 

» . 
SENATE, Jan. 8.—Not in session. 
HOI.SE, Jan. 8.—Mr. Money, from 

committee on postroads, reported back the bill 
regulating rates of postage on second-class 
matter. Mr. Poehler, from committee on 
Indian affairs, reported back the bill authoriz
ing fulfillment of certain treaty stipulations 

amendment and discussed at length. The 
committee then rose and the House adjourned 

S E N A T E , J a n . 1 0 . — V o o r h e e s a s k e d 
have printed and recommitted the bill for 
a building for congressional library. So or
dered. Logan Introduced a bill to authorize 
appointment of Gen. Grant on the retired list 
pf the army. Bill by Bayard requiring signa
tures on national banknotes to be written. By 
Logan, bill extending franking privilege to 
all official business. By Pendleton, bill to im
prove civil service. Discussion resumed on 
the bill for the relief of Ben Halliday. Mr. 
Withers from appropriation committee report
ed army appropriation bill with amendments. 
Senate adjourned. 

H O U S E , J a n . 1 0 . — B i l l h y P r i c e , d e 
claring silver certificates to have the same 
legal tender quality as the coin. By Carpen
ter, to increase to fifty per cent, the duty on 
flax seed and 'manufactures thereof; also, pro
posing constitutional amendment that civ' 
officers of the U. 8. shall hold office for fou 
years, and to provide for election of poetmat 
crs. By Buckner, to authorise negotiate 
with Mexico or Central America to purcaa j 
territory for colonization of the colored popu
lation of the United States. Indian appropri
ation bill referred to committee of the whole. 
House went into such committee. After dis
cussion committee rose and the House ad
journed. 

MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE. 
(TumUy-Second Stmioii.) 

SENATE Jan. 4.—Convened at 12 
o'clock, noon. J. N. Castle called to the sec
retary's desk, pending the election of officers. 
The president of the Senate administered the 
oath of office to 8enators-elect from odd-
numbered districts. At roll call, forty sena
tors responded. Proceeded to election of offi
cers with the following result: Secretary, S. 
P. Jcnnison; assistant secretary, A. G. Wedge; 
enrolling clerk, John P. Jacobson; engrossing 
clerk, A. P. Bryant; sergeant at arms, W. H. 
Millen; assistant sergeant at arms, C. M. 
Reese; chaplain, Robt. Smith. The officers 
elect then took the oath of office. On resolu
tion, a committee was appointed to inform the 
House that the Senate had completed its or
ganization. By resolution, the permanent 
rules of the last session were adopted for the 
present, until further pro vL ion could be made. 
A bill was introduced by Senator White,To im
prove surveying service of the State of Minne
sota. Provides for the election of a county 
surveyor, to hold office for six years, at a sal
ary of (1,200, his bond being fixed at (2,000. 
Requires county surveyor to re-locate and re
establish section landmarks. Senate adjourned 
until 10 o'clock a. m., Jan. 5. 

HOUSE, Jan. 4.—The House was 
called to order at 12 o'clock, noon, by Secreta
ry of State Von Baumback, who appointed S. 
G. Comstock, clerk pro tem. Chief Justice 
Gilfillan administered the oath of office to the 
members, who thenprocecded to the election 
of speaker. Loren Fletcher, of Minneapolis, 
was unanimously elected, and immediately 
took the chair. The following officers were 
then elected: chief clerk, J. R. Howard; first 
assistant clerk, Robert Deakin; second aegis 
tant clerk, H. L. Daniels; engrossing clerk, M. 
J. Wilsie; enrolling clerk, F. L. Krayenbuhl; 
sergeant at arms, F. C. Dayton; assistant ser-

Seant at arms, C. E. Johnson; postmaster, A. 
». Sargeant; chaplain, G. W. T. Wright. 2 

committee was appointed to inform the Senate 
that the House had completed its organization. 
On motion, the rules of the last House were 
adopted as the temporary rules of this House. 
After the appointment of sundrv special com
mittees, the House adjourned until ten o'clock 
a. m., Jan. 5th. 

SENATE, Jan. 5.—The clerk of the 
House appeared, and announced that the 
House had concurred in the joint resolution 
concerning the count of votes for certain 
judiciary officers. Message from the House 
read, announcing complete organization. 
Committee appointed to wait upon the Gover
nor reported that he would be ready to deliver 
his message on Thursday at 2 p. m. Adopted 
resolution for joint session of Senate and 
House at 2 p. m,. Thursday. Adjourned. 

HOUSE, Jan.5.—The House dispensed 
with reading the journal, and proceeded to the 
drawing of seats. A motion was adopted al
lowing the four oldest members in point of 
age, to select their own seats. These were J. 
V. Daniels, James Smith. Jr., O. B. Kidder, 
and Alex Moore. The House was then visited 
by the Senate. The House in joint session pro
ceeded to canvass the votes for the 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 7th judicial districts. After the can
vass, the speaker announced the election of 
judges as follows: 3rd district, Wm. Mitchell; 
4th district, C. E. Vanderbnrg: 5th district, T. 
S. Bucklaw; 7th district, J. M. McKelvey. 
Committee on rules of the House reported old 
rules with a few amendments, which were 
adopted. On motion, the Northwestern Tele-

§raph Company was authorized to open an of-
ce in the capitol. Adjourned. 

%. 
SENATE. Jan. 6.—The consular ant! 

diplomatic bill was reported with amendments 
and (.laced on the calendar. The army appro, 
priation bill was read twice and referred to the 
committee on appropriations. The bill for 
the relief of Ben Halliday was taken up. Gar
land spoke in its favor, and a general discus
sion followed. Pending the discussion the 
Senate went into executive session, and the 
Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE, Jan. 6.—The morning hour 
was dispensed with, and the House went into 
committee of the whole on the pending bill. 
The general discussion is limited to one day. 
Mr. Kelly took the floor in opposi
tion to the bill. Several spoke 
in opposition. Amendments were 
offered. Mr. Chittenden stated that he would 
at the proper time, offer an amendment repeal
ing all acts imposing a tax on the capital and 
deposits of savings banks, national banks, 
State banks and private banks, providing that 
the tax on circulating notes of national banks 
issued on bonds authorized by this act shall 
not exceed one half of 1 per cent , and provid
ing further that the total amount of silver 
dollars of 412% grains, authorized under the 
act of February 28, 1878, shall not exceed 
(100,000,000. The committee then rose, and 
after attention to some matters of minor im
portance the House adiourned. 

SENATE, JAN. 10. 

Senate met at 8 p. m., and after 
prayer and roll call, adjourned to 10 a. m.. 
Jan. 11. 

HOUSE, JAN. 10. 
Mr. McCracken introduced a hill 

prescribing the death penalty for murder in 
the first degree, but leavieg it in the power of 
the jury to prescribe imprisonment for life. 
Mr. Washburn introduced a bill to prevent 
running at large of cattle in Grant county. 
The speaker gave notice that committ. . 
wonid be announced • next morning. Hou.. 5 
adjourned to 10 next morning. 

MARKETS. 

ACT III. 
How we dreamed in the akin* on that bright 

^ , rammer day, 
Where the winds whisper low and the stream 

swirls away! 
Ton gave me that bunch of forget-me-nots 

blue/— 
I thought your 

A COMEDY ON SMOKE. 

ACT I. 
How it blows! How it rains! I'll not turn out 

to-night; 
'm too sleepy to read, and too lazy to write; 

So I'll watch the blue rings as they eddy and 
twirl, 

And In gossamer wreathing* coquettishly 
curl. 

In the stillness of the night and the sparsencss of 
chimes 

There's a fleetness in fancy, a frolid in rhymes; 
There's a world of romance that persistently 

clings 
To the azurine curving of Cigarette Rings! 

ACT II. • 
A sweet pteture comes back from the past-

away times— 
They are lounging once more 'neath the sweet 

scented Times; 
See, how closely he watches the Queen of Co-

qeuttes, 
As her white hands roll deftly those small 

cigarettes! 
He believes in her smiles and puts faith in her 

sighs. 
While he's dazzled by light from her fathom

less eyes. 
Ah! the sweetest of voices delightfully sings 
Through the world intertwining of Cigarette 

rings! 

Latest Quotations'- Corrected from Associated 
Press Reports. 

Chicago. 
Wheat, No 2 . 
Corn 
Oats 
Barlev 
Mess Pork. 
Lard 

( 0 98 
0 37 
0 31 
1 13 

13 00 
8 75 

MUwmttkee. 
Wheat, No. 1 (2 00 
l » ' l 1 VT,. it « r^. 

The commanding officer at New- J the close of 'change to-day Capt J B Eads I n g , u , m , m e n l OI certain treaty stipulat 
castle report. that3,000 Boershave entered \ addressed a large number of merchants on the J T t ^ ^ l S ^ S ^ ^ T S . 
Natal and taken up a strong position on the (subject of the ship canal across the Isthmus of J whole on the funding bill, which was read for 

Wheat, No 2 
Corn 
Oats , 
Barley, No 2 
Mess Pork 
Lard 

st. Ptua. 
Wheat ( 0 90 
Corn 0 38 
Oats 0 29 
Barlev 0 80 
Rye 
Pork 
Butter 0 17 
Eggs 

Minneapolis. 
Wheat ( 0 8 8 

0 9 0 * 
0 3 6 * 
0 3 0 * 
0 8 4 

12 85 
8 0 2 * 

m 0 87 
0 3 4 
0 2 8 
0 64 
0 6 8 
5 15 
0 2 8 
0 25 

® 

Corn. 
Gate.., 
Butter. 

0 3 7 
0 31 
0 14 

@ ( 0 85 
® 0 3 5 
@ 0 2 8 
@ 0 2 8 

Lumber. 
Common boards (12 00 
Timber, joist and dimen

sions (12 00 (14 00 O 16 00 
Dimension!, 2x4,10 and 20 

feet. 1 8 0 0 
First fencing 14 00 % 15 00 
Second ftencing 12 00 
Dressed aiding 16 00 @ 20 00 
Dressed flooring 18 00 <§ 32 CO 
Shingles l 00 % 3 00 
Lath 2 20 

I thought your eyes honest, 
words true! 

Those flowers soon faded; much sooner, for
sooth! 

I found your fair face but a mask for the 
truthfj 

Ah! the words of a woman concerning such 
things 

Are weak and unstable as Cigaratte Rings! 
[The Cigarette goes out.'] 

—flood's Annual. J. Athby-Stcrry. 
a* 

Horse Sense in Mechanics. 
When scientific acumen and shop 

learned rules fail, and engineers are at 
fault, there comes a man on the scene 
who suggests a plain, practical, efi*-
cient way out of difficulty. Whet: 
such a man's suggestions prove prac
ticable, he is credited with "horse 
sense," probably from the acuteness 
of horses in finding and keeping the 
right road when the masters have lost 
it. Old machinists, when the they can 
be induced to talk, recall many in
stances of the value of this h o r e 
sense. A few specimens may be sug
gestive. 

In a large and important manufac
tory, a huge balance wheel was used 
as an equalizer between the prime 
mover and the driven machinery, and 
was run by a jack shaft, and it was 
found that when in motion—particu
larly when starting and stopping—that 
the balance wheel was loose on its 
r/iaf t. This looseness could not be de
tected when the machinery was stop
ped, and all trials to move the wheel 
on the shaft were futile. Still the 
looseness was apparent when the 
wheel was in motion, and was noticed 
when there was any difference between 
the strain on the prime mover and the 
driven machinery. At length it was 
determined to rectify the eccentric gy
rations of the fly wheel, and workmen 
were sent to do it. A quiet but ob
servant operative of the concern asked 
leave to make a test, and being al
lowed, he found that the wheel had 
stripped the corners of the key in the 
hub. He had thought the matter out, 
and by putting a purchase on the 
wheel while the jacket was locked, 
turned it on the shaft and removed 
the key and the wheel. Then the 
coast was clear and the cause of the 
looseness stood confessed. A new key-
way and a new key rectified the 
trouble. 

Another instance occurred where it 
became necessary to correct a leak in 
the piston of a steam engine. To do 
this required the removal of the piston 
for examination and repair. The en
gine was of the horizontal pattern, and 
the engineer did not know that the 
piston was packed, but supposed it had 
the usual springs between the follower 
and piston plate. As events proved it 
was a steam-packed piston. On an at
tempt being made to force the piston 
out of the cylinder, it was found that 
no amount of purchase or force, aided 
by the momentum of the ply, could 
get the piston beyond a certain iioint 
near the end of the cylinder. Work
men began chipping the follower to 
remove it in broken pieces, when the 
fireman suggested that perhaps the 
packing ring was broken, and had 
lodged in the inlet port. This proved 
to be the case, and the mystery of the 
fixed piston was solved, the port being 
on the lower side of the cylinder and 
the loose portion of the ring being 
lodged in the port. 

An engineer was much annoyed by 
a thump in the cylinder of his engine. 
He tried for days to find its exact 
location. He called the best men in 
the concern to assist him. None of 
them could locate it. He followed 
their advice and by degrees gave the 
engine a thorough overhauling. Witli 
the exception of this thump, the ei-
gine was probably never in better re
pair than when he had given up the 
thump as a mystery never to be 
solved. All the brasses had been re
moved, and, where necessary, dressed; 
the steam chest had been inspected; 
the cylinder opened and the piston rings 
adjusted, and, in short, every
thing that engineering experience 
could suggest had been done, but to vo 
avail. One day he sat in the doorway of 
his engine room and looked at the regu
lar play of the crosshead, over which 
flowed a ray of sunlight from a sie'e 
window. He noticed at length, as 
the crosshead left the cylinder on its 
backward stroke, a fine mist seemed 
to rise from the brasses connecting 
the crosshead with the pitman. He 
watched it a while and his horse sens? 
suggested a remedy for the thumpe 
After shutting down he took out his 
brasses and found a slight indentation 
on the gib, just enough to allow a 
slight movement. He filed this out 
and put in a shin of sheet steel, and 
the thump was gone. 

Some years ago a large concern had 
a contract for engines for government 
use. They were propellers, and as 
this was before the adoption of the 
plan for raising the screw when the 
vessel was to be propelled by sail, the 
engine and propeller were disconnect
ed by clutches. A system of compound 
levers threw the engine and propellers 
in gear and vice versa. These clutch
es were immense affairs, the flanges 
nearly six feet in diameter, and the 
hubs proportioned. They were shrunk 
on the shafts as well as keyed. In 
shrinking one of the glands on it stuck. 
I t could not be removed, nor could it 
be forced to place, as it had cooled. 
These clutches were costly affairs. 
They were costly as to weight and 
trouble in molding and casting; they 
were costly as to flushing and fitting; 
the jaws were faced with steel, aud all 
this work was of the most elaborate 
description. But one of them was 

I stuck and could not be forced on or 
off. It was proposed to smash it and 
destroy the work of weeks; but a man 
in the shop who held no particular rank 
as a workman, proposed to loosen the 
clutch without injury to it or the shaft. 
He was allowed to make the trial. He 
hoisted the section of shaft to a verti
cal position by the steam derrick, the 
clutch hanging near the ground; build
ing a dam of clay around the hub, and 
protecting the shaft by the same ma
terial, he poured into the dam a large 
quantity of melted lead, which im-
parted its intense heat rapidlv to the 
casting, and on hoisting the clutch slid 
off the shaft as though it had never 
been connected with it. 

There might be cited other instan
ces where horse sense plays a conspic
uous part in emergencies. I t may be 
that the successful suggestions come 
from a man whose opinions on me-
chanicle science generally would not 
be accounted worthy of attention, but 
"you can't always tell the sound of a 
bell by the way the clapper is hung." 

Wanton Destruction of Baggage. 
[Boston Herald.] 

If I am not mistaken there is a law 
irr Massachusetts protecting the rights 
of travelers against the wanton smash
ing of baggage by railroad] employes. 
If so, it is most sadly inoperative. The 
writer has been an eye-witness during 
the past few months of the most reck
less handling of baggage at the depots 
in Boston, of the various roads there 
terminating, ever before known. Only 
a few days since, while waiting for a 
piece of baggage to come out of the car, 
I saw no less than three trunks thrown 
in such a manner (striking upon the 
corner) as to burst them open, allowing 
the contents to scatter around the 
platform. Within a week I saw two 
trunks brought by a hackman to a 
depot leading out of Boston eastward, 
coming from a New York train, both 
of which were smashed, one of them 
so badly that the hackman had to move 
the contents(ladies apparel) from this 
hack to the depot separate from what 
had been the containing it. The hack-
man declared he received them in that 
condition. These things are a daily 
occurrence, and have become a crying 
shame. The writer spoke to a leading of 
licial ofjone of these roads, who replied 
with much feeling, that "it could not 
be helped, for," said he, "we have one 
man on an average used up, lamed, 
every month, handling baggage, and 
the only way to do it is to handle it in 
this way!" Ah, yes, there lies the 
whole trouble. Rich corporations will 
not afford help enough to do their work 
properly; but, forcing one to the work 
of three, he must either kill himself 
for S25 a month, or smash half the 
trunks that pass through his hands. 
This while stockholders are getting 
from 10 per cent, to 20 per cent, 
dividends annually. Any one who 
will take the trouble to notice the 
delivery of baggage from any of the 
great through lines at their Boston 
depots will see that all we have said, 
and much more, is true. Can any 
thing be done? I t may not be of any 
concern to one of those soulless corpo
rations to see a lady's trunk crushed 
and the contents scattered promiscu
ously around a depot, but to the lady 
who is going a long journey it is decid
edly important. The remedy is per
fectly simple. Let the railroads at 
their depots put two men where they 
now have one doing this work, and the 
trouble will cease, Never abuse the 
man handling the baggage so roughly, 
but curse the Company, for they pay 
him to do it. 

The Gypsy Insect. 
Now, here is a strage Chinese Story 

and you shall have it just as it came to 
me; it is about a little insect called a 
Sphex, which steals baby mosquitoes, 
spiders and flies from the mothers: 
just as, in the old time, gypsies stole 
human children. 

In china, the people have a legend 
that the mother-sphex never has any 
children altogether her very own, but 
steals the babies of other mother 
insects. Then, boring holes in certain 
kinds of wood, she places the infant 
prisoners in them and covers them up 
with the soft boring of the wood. She 
leaves a small opening through which 
she can watch the tiny baby, and then 
hovers over it, day after day singing 
"Little sphex! Little sphex! Little 
sphex!" until the little thing, always 
hearing itself called a sphex, grows 
to be one, and at last comes, a real, 
true sphex, and becomes the child of 
its foster-mother, On account of this 
legend, adopted children in China, are 
called sphex-children. 

However, the truth has been found 
you at last, and although it is not quite 
so pretty as the story, it is more moth
erly: here it is: 

The real sphex-mother is a dark 
bluish insect, of about the size of a 
common wasp. She lays a great many 
eggs, but only one in any one nest, 

hich she bores in wood. She does, 
ij'lc3d, steal other insects; but they 
a.e to be the food of the tiny egg when 
it has become a little whitish worm, 
which feeds on the spiders, flies and 
mosquitoes that its mother has stored 
for it. At length, the worm leaves off 
eating, and weaves for itself a silken 
wrapping, and, after days of sleep, 
awakes 4o find itself a perfect sphex, 
with legs and wings, and comes forth 
to flaot in the bright sunshine. 

One day, a certain traveler, then liv
ing in China, saw a sphex hovering 
over a hole in the wood of his book
case. Out of this hole he took a sphex-
wofm. and the remans of thirty-four 
spiders. Also, in the wood of a chair 
and table, in the same room, he found 
other sphex-babies. All *of these he 
discovered by the sphex-mother flying 
about the holes and making that pecu-
lar noise sounding like the words, 
"Little sphex! Little sphex!"— St.-
Nicholas. 

Bird* fn Heligoland. 
Heligoland is the most celebrated 

station in the world for studying the 
migration of birds. This little island is 
hardly a hundred acres iu extent—an 
isolated, triangular rock of red Band-
stone, with perpendicular cliffs 200 or 
300 feet in height all around it. I t is 
mostly cultivated, and its resident birds 
are hardly more than a dozen species; 
but in spring and autumn migrating 
birds make it a resting-place, and these 
are watched for and shot or trapped by 
almost the whole population, and the 
results have been carefully chronicled 
for the last twenty-five years by Mr. 
Oatke, an experienced resident ornithol
ogist. The amazing result is that as 
many species of birds have been ob
tained in this minute islet as in any 
country in Europe, while the vast num
ber of the migrating flocks is shown by 
the fact that 15,000 larks have some
times beta caught in one night. 


