228

THE PERRYSBURG JOURNAL.

Something for the People.

ATrue and Veritable Account of the Organiza-
tian, Forms, Ceremonies, &e., of the Order of
Know=Nothisgs.

T. Jefferson Laplet, Esq., oue of the Na-
tional officers of the American Order or Se-
cret Society of Know Nothings, called upon
us, yesterday, on special business. He says
that the members of the Order throughout
the Union, have felt themselves deeply ag-
grieved by some pretended exposures of their
association, put forth to the world through
the partizan press, and at a late meeting of
the National Organization of the Seciety,
held in a Western city, the subject was
brought forward and discussed. While the
members were aware, that strict secresy, in
relation to everything connected with the
Order is desirable, yet, as the objects of the
Association are purely patriotic, it was the
unanimous opinion of the menbers of the
National Camp that no harm could result
from a voluntary publication of the forms
and ceremonies of the Order. The High
Adjutant was then instructed to furnish us
with a copy of the ritual and to give us per-
mission to copy such portions as we deem
of interest to the people. They have certain
secrets which they cannot, of course, give
0 the world, such as pass-words, signe, &c.
These we would not publish if we could.

ORGANIZATION OF THE KNOW-NOTHINGS.

The organization of this mysterious order,

which has spread with the rapidity of light-
ning throughout the Union, partakes of a
military character. The ordinary bodies
are called regiments; the State bodies, com-
posed of delegates from each regiment in
ihe Siate, battalions; and the national body,
composed of representatives from the battal-
1ous, 1s called the Grand Camp. The mem-
bers of the regiment are regularly divided
into * messes,” and each mess has a peculiar
duty to perform. The officers of a regiment
are nearly those of the United States service,
and in the other bodies they are of a higher
grade, the highest officer being called a Ma-
;or General.  The object of the Order, as set
forth in the ritual, \s the restoration of a
pure administration of the government ; and
to this end it aims to accomplish the follow-
ing:

Ist. To discard politicians of every char-
acter, and to fill all offices with men of tried
integrity, who are to be sclected, and if pos-
sible, elected, without their own knowledge,
and who will therefore enter upon their
public duties, without being embarrassed by
obligations.

2d. To put none but Americans in office,
a5 men born and reared upon the soil have
undoubtedly the interests of the country
more at heart, than those who have sought
it merely as an esylum from oppression.

dd. To oppose all influences tending to
change in the least, the time-honored insti-
wutions of our country,and to sustain at all
risks, & universal system of public free
schools, religious toleration, and a thorough
~oforcement of all laws,

4th. To have our government, and all its
officers thoroughly republican, particularly
those holding positions abroad.

oth. Economy among office-holders, but
liberality in establishing and sustaining
public institutions.

The above, according to the ritual, are the
sole objects of Know-Nothingism. One ap-
parent incongistency ought to be explained.
it professes to uphold religious toleration,
while it proscribes Roman Catholics from
membership. In one of the * charges” this
15 overcome by the assertion, that the church
iias officially proscribed all secret associa-
tions, not entirely composed of Catholies,
and that no member of that church could
hounestly become a Know-Nothing. And

rurther that the governors of that church, |

supported by a large portion of the member-
sinp, have assailed and endeavored to over-
throw some of our * bulwarks of liberty,”
wnd that, therefore, all who hold to the
church must be looked upon with suspicion.

HOW MEMBERS ARE PROPOSED,
o join the Order, but proceed in this wise,

Anowing that a neighbor or snacquaintance

he informs him on initiation night of the
simple fact, and asks him to go to the meet-

lof a crafty priesthood in a free land, and by | safe. 1
Members are not allowed to ask persons|—the curse of Heaven rest upon the trait-|to your native land, and it 1s my duty to/and the extension of

ing. He will auswer no inquiries as to the Columbia's fair fame has been polluted and|Which now bind the children of wen, in the
Otdcr, and if ‘ha Ca“didnta refuse‘ !0 gﬂ. thc rights of h(,_r £0n8 lrﬂmpled ll])Oll. lt:c'ld' ‘\'Drltl. An(l “,hen "'Oll tul‘le i‘.ﬂ‘-lni'!"bl‘l
that ends the matter. A man once rejocted, (herefore behooves all true Americans, all|that it must be kept, for Coluinbia's sons
can never enter the order. The recommen-|\who Jove liberty, to bestir themselves in | bave decreed that this (holding up a dwgyer)
ding of an application is causeturespulsm;l.i‘hf.ir country’s cause, ere it is too late, ‘The |$hall be the traitor's doom. Comrades, son-
and should an office-seeker happen to get In siong of the times call us to arms in our duct our countryman to the Colonel, for
and the fact be sustained, he is not al 0“'*'}1'cuuulr.\"s defense, and it is in that caose, and obligation, instruction und advice.
to hold office, or take any part in the busi-|(hat alone, in which we are enlisted. Do To the solemn tap of the dram, the geard
ness of his regiment. you, sir, feel like joining us? "ﬂ,';',il“g move across the room, and bring the
INITIATION—BEAUTIFUL CEREMONINS, | If the candidate answers 1n the negative ! cundidate face 1o face with the Colonel.
When a successful candidate signifies his|he is allowed to depart, if in the affiemauve,| Colonel—Are you ready for the solemn
willingness to enter the order, he is conduc- | he is asked the following questions : _:r)i.niigs.\!]pl)s of this order ?
ted to a convenient position near the place| Where and when were you born ?  Candidate—] am,
of meeting, by the member who proposed| Were your parents natives of this comn- (_Jlﬂnnvl-'—lh.mrel. to duty. |The guard
him. There he is kept until a signal known | try, and were they connected with the Ro- point their bayonety at he candidaw’s
only to the members, is given (rom a win-|{man Catholie Church? breast.]  Ensign, advance. |The Ensign
dow of the regiment head-quarters. Both| Have youever been conneeted with thr::”l‘l"“-uwhm with the colows of the regiment,
member and candidate then disguise them-|Roman Church, or sympathized with its po- cand the candidute is made to kncel upon one
selves with false whiskers and spectacles, {litical doctrines? knee, and to place one hand on a copy of
and proceed to head-quarters. From this| Do youn love your country, and have you |9t the Holy Writ, and the otier upon th
we infer, that all enter the lodge-room dis-(always desired the success of its institu. !f12g of his country. | You will now repeat
guised. The candidate iz conducted 1o an|tions? ‘:;kllt:r’nl:‘. the following obligation,
ante-room, where he finds himself alone| Have vou ever been a secker after public | _"“! tore high Heaven, and in the presence
with a priest, bearing aloft a richly mounted oflice ? [of these my countrviaen, 1, Jouhn Smith, do
cross, ‘“Son of the Holy Church, why|{ Are you willing to gink your own inter-|most solemaly declare that I wm devoted 1o
darest thou enter here? Heresy lurks injests, it necessary, into those of your coun-|the mstitutions and  govermment of the
every corner of this house, and the curses of [try ? 0 mated States of America, \\'hu':ll country is
the damned are upon it. Avaunt! or the! Are vou willing to most solemnly pledge | my native land, und that I desice them 1o
fires of hell shall punish thee, and through |your life, services and property for }-m,ril‘-unrlih_mnl prosper, that my pountrymen
all eternity thy soul shall be with the ac-|couatry’s good, if either shouid be demand- land their descendants may enjoy the bles

cursed.  The church speaks, wilt thouled? fsiags of a free government., Therciore, |
obey These questions answered in the affirma-|do most solemnly renounce and dencunce

The candidate may obey, but if he does|tive, the Guard shoulder arms, and under the |sll political demagogues or men who aim
not, the ofticer throws off his priestly gown, lcommund of the 0. 8. escort the candidate|o live solely off’ of public office, let them
and appeass in the uniform of an orderly [to another roomn, The 0.8, the G, und the | profess whatever principles they may. snd
sergeant.  An inmner door opens and the|candidate then march to the inner dour, |[in the presence ol these, my countrymen
guard (composed of four men in uniform |where they mect the Sentinel, vlso in uni. || swear that I will never hereafter vote for
and armed with muskets) enters, and front-[form, and the following words are ex-|anv such, or for any Roman Catholie for
ing the candidate or candidates, (for it ap-|changed: office.  And 1 do turther deciare, end sweur
p-ars that more than one are initiated at! Sentinel—Who comes there ? that in voting for public officers, hereafter,
the same timne,) present their bayonets to} Orderly Sergeant—A Guard of the True|my preference gholl be for men born on th
the breast of the candidate, The follo'wing, [ Blue, having 1n charge a countrymun, anx-|s0il. and nominated by this order, provided
(we copy from the ritual,) then occurs: ious to eulist on the side of right und lib- |[they are equal in qualifications and integri

The orderly sergeant swears the candidate |erty. |ty to such as may run against them,  And
to well and truly, and without any mental! Sentinel—But none can pass liere who are || do fusther swear, that from this moment
reservation whatsorver, answer such ques-[not pledged to their country’s cause, and |t the hour of my death, T will keep sacred
tions as will be put to him. willing to suffer as our forefathers did for|all the seerets of this order, and will never

Orderly Sergeant.—S8ir: (or plural if more | freedom and human liberty. divalge them to any person, whatsoever,
than one)—Before you sdvance farther it] Orderly Sergeant—Such is hie (or those)|unless anthorized by the authorties of the
becomes my duty te inform you as (o the | we have in charge. He has been tried, and|same. I further promise that if my connec-
objects of the association to which you have|we stand pledged for his integrity. tion with this order shhall cease, or &
been elected, and now evince a desire 10! Sentinel—The countersign. [The 0. 8. * * %= * * & ] will cousider this
become a member. It is thoroughly nation-|gives the pass-word.] Eunter, and may a *1""]1_‘11”11!1”_1'. to the end of my life.  Soheip
al, and purely American in its character. |traitor's curse never fall upon your head. me God.” :

None but those born on the soil, and those| ‘The party then enter. That our account; The candidate then kisses the Bible and
too, who have a pridein their country’s wel- [ might be truthful andd perfect, we were fa- | the flag, when he is raised to his feet and all
farg, can enter here. You, sir, ure well|vored yesterday afternoon with a view of a|shout * Welcome, comrade!”  The Guard
aware that the formation and growth of out|regiment head-quarters as it is when a can-| then escort him to the Major, who instructs
country is without parallel in the history of|didate is presented, and a more sublime sight{him in the secreis of the orlor, which e
the world. In the beginning, she presented|we never witnessed. The candidate enters a [n0t, 0f course, in the book,  H:is ) 1 pre
the picture of an infant conquering a giant, | room but faintly lighted, yet with sufficient [sented Wik wlmt. 15 vel_ll:wl the * Legion of
and our forefathers, astounded the old world | light to make each object distingnishable.— | Liberty," und “_L-'!lll:nhh_ts Own,” which we
with their firm devotion to the cause of| At both ends, and in the centre of each side, | presume, containg certain embloms indice
right, and their apparent intention of sacri-|under canopies of the stars and stripes, nrl-‘ tive of memberstip,  He is assigned to his
ficing their all, even life, rather than be the|the officers of the regiment, dressed entire in | mess,” and informed as to who is hereufter
slaves of a tyrant, or to submit to the yoke|the old continental uniform. The three- |10 command !mn In emergencies, The ti:;;a::l
of a foreign oppressor. God crowned them |comered hats, the shad-belly coats without|then escort him to kLis seat, where he iz m
victors, and mude them free men. Repub-|trimming, the kuce breechies and but.:lilv.-‘.,”""‘"l with a ”"“";‘”." salute, and pronoune-
licanism was yet an experiment in the|and the flowing white wigs—present a |li(:-j“d “one of them." ) .
world, when these Uniled States were reluc- | turesque scene in the dusky light. In fropt! Thisends the initiatory ceremonies, which
tantly recognized as an Independent Govern- |of the Commandant stands the goddess of are certainly beantiful aud impressive.
ment by the crowned heads of the Kastern |liberty, erect, holding in her hand a shicld, |
Hemisphere. jupon which is a motto which we are not|

Glittering monarchs and tinseled nnblcs;al]nwcd t publish. Opposite her, at the arrives, the Colonel bids the drummer give
looked upon the young nation with no alnrm.‘ot!u-r end of the room, is a tableaux repre |two distinet raps on the drum, which in-
for they were confident that a few brief years|senting America destroying the demon of stantly commands silenee and order, He
fwould find these States a munun;hy—ilsipnrl}'. The members are formed on each . then says, “ Ensign advance!” The color-
people slaves. But our wise forefathers sue- 'side in platoons, arrayed in a regalia we can- bearer tukes a position in the center of the
ceeded in framing a government unec uulml}:mz describe, but presenting a sublime ap-hall, with the standanl of the regiment. The
I for its simplicity and grandeur, UmL-.r it | pearance. y :Chul'luill then comes forward, aud stationing,
{we now stand among the greatest of the na-|  Between the goard, the candidale is es-|himself beneath the folds of the flag, reads
jtions of the earth-—and Americang are vel eorted into this room. A halt is mad: for a portion of holy writ.  After which the
{free! Bui a sad gloom has of late o'erspread |a few seconds, that he moy have time to look members assume on erect position, while the
our fair land. A foreign priesthood with about him. To the slight rap of a muffled | Chaplain offers up the following prayer :
foreign prejudices, and whieh has for couta drum, the gnard then moves slowly around!  * Most High and Ever Gracious Father of
ries been the main reliance of d < otisin, the hall, Every figure, save the moving Mercies! Before Thee we again humbly ap
has sought to intrude itself in ous 1ailst, guard, look like statues, so noiseless is every | pear, to crave Thy blessing. Grateful for
disturb the tranquility of our prople, and|thing, The candidate is at length taken| Thy many mercies, we supplicate Thy gui-
impair, if not destroy the beantiful fabric|before the Adjutant—when the following|dance in all our acts, that we may honor
jevecled by our fathers. Alas! they have|ocenrs— ' Thy name and add glory to Thy Kingdom of
| been, so far, too successful., They have been| Adjutant—Hail, conntrymen, hail, Pa- i Heaven. Thou, O Lord, knowest the hearte
isupported by hordes of slaves, liberated from | triotic hearts welcome you here, for with of all men, and Thou knowest that in as
 European bondage only to become the tool such as you to aid us, our country still is|sembling here, we seek only our country’s
You are now about to pletlgc your all | welfure, the natural rights of a free people,
a pure Ch:istianit}‘.
Before | As Thou, O Lord, aided our forefuchers in the

OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONIES.
When the hour for opening a Regimens

ors !—a corrupt brotherhood of politicians, | tell you that the act is no farce.

\which ramifies every section of our country. 'hegh Heaven, and these, your countrymen, | first steuggles for liberty, so, new, we hum-
15 an American in sentiment, he proposes his| Already we see representatives of our gov-|the solemn work must be done, and vour|
uame and hes him balloted for. * If elected, lernment abroad, taking sides with despotism, |oath will be recorded above. And 'tis wcll_’

inn-'! even in our midst are found those pro-iyou take it, for it may save you and your|ent and future welfare of ruir beloved coun-

bly bescech Thee, be with w. Guide our
counsels, and direct our acton to (e pres

claiming the most pernicious doctrines, |children, from shackles, worse than thoseltry. We ray that Colupbia’s soil, its broad
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