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THE BLIND WIFE.
BT ALICE G. LEX.

My head upon thy breast, my love,
My hand within thine own,

1 envy not the rich man's wealth,
The Queen upon her throne.

In thy caress I have a wealth
That knoweth no decay,

And feel that my heart over thine,
Beareth a gcutle sway.

And such a crowd of happy thoughts
Come rushing to my mind,

That for a moment I almost
Forget that I am blind.

Although I have not seen thy face,
I know that it is fair ;

I've touched thy forehead broad and high,
And smoothed thy silken hair.

I know thine eyes are large and deep :

Thev rest with love on me ;

And, to behold that gentle glance,
I sometimes wish to see.

And then the voice that blesses me
Is always soft and kind :

Each word thou speakest tells my soul
Thou hast a noble mind.

Oh, till I heard that cheering voice,
My heart was sad and lone :

It thirsted for one kindly word,
Prayed for one gentle tone.

I seemed born but for misery,
To hoar of others' joy,

And feel that in their happiness
I might not find employ.

Mv life was one eternal night,
Without a cheering ra :

I knew that ages might wear on

Yet never bring the day.

I sometimes wished that death might come

To free me from my woe,

And bring the pappiness I sought
While pining here below.

Twas then you saw and pitied one
To whom' life seemed so drear,

Who in the past had known but pain
Whose future was all fear.

But hope and joy came to my heart
When pity grew to love

It seemed that to my darkened soul

Light came as from above.

I know not how I won that love,
For wild and weak I'd been ;

And still I did not keep from thee
One secret thought or sin :

But when I felt that it was mine,
My sorrow all was o'er ;

And though the future may for me
Have evil yet in store

With thee love for my comforter,
My guardian and my guide,

My life will not be sorrowful
Let good or ill betide.

Then, dearest, clasp my hand in thine,
One kiss upon my brow

1 should forget the dreary past
When I'm so happy now.

And do not chide this foolish heart ;

It clings alone to thee
From every tie on earth save this,

Full long it has bcenfiee.

From Yankee Doodle.

THE RETURN OF SANTA ANA.
As sung by a high official character at a Cabinet

council, held" on the receipt of the news that Santa
Anna had organized an army of 30,000 men at San-Lai- s

Potoei.

air " Roy's Wife."
Mexico's gieat Santa, Anna,

Keen cock-fighti- Santa Anna
Wot ve how he cheated me,

When he left the gay Havana ?

He vowed, he swore, he wad be mine,
He said he lo'ed me best of onie,

He won mv heart he'd won my cash,

Had it not been for Yankcy Johnnie !

Oh ! the cunning Santa Anna, &c.

Millions twa. in shining gold,
He begged in sweet persuasive manner,

And California should be mine
A present from my Santa Anna !

Oh ! the cunning Santa Anna, &.C.

Wha could doubt his promise fair,
Such charming(w Mexicana?

I asked my Congress for the cash,
And sent a pass for Santa Anna !

Oh ! the cunning Santa Anna, &c.

Oh ! he is a canty chiel,
And well in war can flaunt his banner ;

Thousands brave will rue the hour,
I gave our foe his Santa Anna !

Oh the cunuing Santa Anna, &c.

His speech sae smooth, his need sae small,
The mony lands he said he'd gie me !

To me he ever will be dear.
Although he's bilked and left his Jemmy

Oh ! the cunning Santa Anna
Keen, g Santa

How the rouge outwitted me,
When he left the gay Havana !

CHINESE PROVERBS.

"Good iron is not used lor nails, nor are sol-

diers made of good men."
Wood is not 6old in the forest, nor fish at

the tank."
"Ivory does not come out of a rat's mouth."
"An avaricious man is like a serpent wishing

to swallow an elapbant."
Exaggeration is, to paint a serpent and add

legs."
To ride a fierce dog to capture a lame rabbit

is to attack a contemptible enemy.
To instigate a villain to do wrong, is like

teaching a monkey to climb trees.
An inefficient man set to do anything is like

taking a locust's shank for a carriage-shaf- t,

To climb a tree to catch a fish, is talking
much and doing nothing.

Looking for promotion is hanging to the tail
of a beautiful horse.

Two skins cannot be stripped from one cow,
has its limits.is to sav that extortion

To win a cat and lose a cow, expresses the
folly of going to law

Chickens will at last come out of the eggs, is

equivalent to " murder will out."
AH that a fish drinks goes out at his gills, is

to des ribe a spendthrift.
the snow from his ownLet every man sweep

doors and not busv himself about the frost on

his neighbour's tiles, conveys a lesson for peo-

ple of all nations.

YPSILANTI SENTINEL.
SPEECH OF Mr. CORWI3T.

In the United States Senate on the Wth inst on

THE "THREE MILLION BILL."

Specially Reported for the New York Tribune.

(Concluded.)

The Republic of Texas coimes under the
Government of the United State, and it hap
pens that the Minister resident at your Court

and it is pretty respectable Court, Mr. Pres-
ident ATe have something of a King not for
life, it is true but a quadrennial sort of a mon-

arch, who does very much as pleases the Min-

ister resident at that Court of yours stated at
the time that this revolted Province of Texas
was claimed by Mexico, and that if you receiv-
ed it as one of the sovereign States of this Un-

ion, right or wrong, it was impossible to reason
with his people about it they would consider it
as an act of hostility. Did you consult the na-

tional feeling of Mexico then?
The President has now to deal with a people

thus humbled, thus irritated. It was his dutv
to concede much to Mexieo,every tiling but his
country's honor or her rights. Was this done?
Not at all. Mexico and her Minister were

spurned as weak and trival things, whose
complaints yon would not hear or heed: and
when she humbly implored you not to take this
province,declarod that it might distrub the peace
subsisting between as, you were still inexora-
ble. During this time, she was forcing loans
from her citizens to pay the debt she owed your
fulfilling her treaties with you by painful exac-
tions from her own people. She begged of you
to let Texas alone. It she were independent,
let her enjoy her independence. If free, let her
new-bor- n liberty, in defiance of Mexico, as
she alleged she would and could. Your stern
reply was, K o 'we wilhat your expense.strengtn
en our own arm, oy uniting to oursenes mar.
which has been severed from you by our own
citizens: we will take lexas; we will tnrow
the shield of our constitution over her rights,
and the sword of our power shall gleam like that
at Eden, "turning every way," to guard her

further attack.
Her Minister, his remonstrance tailing, leaves

you. tie tens vou mat ne cannox remain, ue- -

cause you had created by this act hostile re
lations with his Government. At last vou are
informed that Mexico will receive a commis
sioner to treat of this Texan boundary if you
will condescend to negotiate. Instead ol sen
ding a commissioner to treat of that, the then
only difficult question between the two Repub
lics, you send a full mimster, ana requite that
he shall be received as such. If he could not
be styled Minister Plenipotentiary, and bo ac
credited, why then we m!:st fight, and not ne
gotiate for a boundary. The then Mexican rres
iclent, the representative of some faction only,
was tottering to his fall. His Minister besought
Mr. Slidell not to press his reception then.
He was told that the excited feelings of the
Mexican people wf re such that he must delay
tor a time. To this petition what answer is
returned ? You shall receive me now; yo 1

shall receive me as though the most pacific re-

lations existed between the two countries.
7'hus, and not otherwise, shall it be. Such was
the hanhtv imperious tone of Mr. Slidell, and
he acted up only to the spirit of his instructions
Let any one peruse the correspondence I have
referred to,and he will see that I have truly rep
resented it- - spirit, be its letter what it may.
This is done under the instructions ot a Cabinet
here, who represented themselves in our public
documents as sighing, panting for peace: as
desiring, above aii things,to trcatthese distrac
ted, contemned Mexicans in such a wav that
not the shadow of a complaint against us shall
be seen. From this correspondence it is per-

fectly clear that it' Mr. Slidell had been se.it in

the less ostentatious character ofcoHivuVf'oner"
to treat of the Texas boundary, that treaties
and not bullets would have adjusted the ques-

tion. But this was not agreeable to the lofty
conceptions of the President. He preferred a
vigorous war to the tame process of peaceful
adjustment. He now thrown down the pen of
the diplomat ana grasps the sword of the warri-
or. Your army, with brave old "Rough and
Ready" at its head, is ordered to pass the Nue-
ces and advance to the east bank of the Rio
Grande. There, sir, between these two rivers
lies that slip of territory, that chaparal thicket,
interspersed with Mexican haciendas, out of
which this wasteful desolating war arose.
Was this territory, beyond the river Nt;eces,in
the State of Texas ?

Now I have said, but I would not state any
disputable fact, it is known to every mzn who
has looked into this subject that a revolutiona-
ry government can claim no jurisdiction any
where when it has not defined and exercised its
power with the sword. It was utterly indiffer-
ent to Mexico and the world what legislative
enactments Texas made. She extender her
r evolutionary governmert and her revolutiona-r-v

dominion not one inch beyond the extent to
which she had carried the power of Texas in op-

position to the power of Mexico. It is there-
fore a mere question of fact; and how will it
be preterded that that country, lying between
the Nueces and the Del Norte, to which your
army was oruereo, anu or wnicn u took pos-

session, was subject to Texan law and not
Mexican law 7 What did your General find
there ? What did he write home ? Do you
hear of any trial by jury on the east bank of the
Rio Grande of Anglo-Saxon- s making cotton
there with their negroes ? No! ou hear of

Mcxicr.ns residing peacefully there, but fleeing
from their cotton-field- s at the approach of your
army no slaves, for it had been a decree of the
Mexican Government, years ago, that no slaves
should exist there. If there were a 1 exal pop-

ulation on the east bank of the Rio Grande,
why did not General Taylor hear something
of those Texans hailing the advent the Amer
ican armv, coming to protect them trom the
ravages of the Mexicans, and the more mur
derous onslaughts of the neighboring savages ?

Do vou hear anv thing of that ? No! On
the contrary the population fled at the approa h

of your army. In Uod s name, l wisn to kuow
it it ha come to this, that when an American
army goes to protect American citizens on

territory,they flee from it as if from the
most barbarous enemy ? Yet such is the ridi-

culous assumption of those who pretend that,
on the east bank of the Rio Grande, where your
arms took possession . there were Texas popu-

lation, Texas power, Texas laws, and Ameri-
can United States power and law ! No, Mr.
President, when I see that stated in an Exec-
utive document, written by the finger of a Pres
identofthe United States, and when you read
in those documents with which your tables
groan, the veracious account of that noble old
General Tavlor of his reception in that coun-
try, and of those men-- to use the language of
one of his officers, fleeing before the invaders:
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when you compare these two documents togeth
er, is it not a biting sarcasm upon ihe sincerity
of public men a bitter satire upon the gravity
of all public affairs ?

Can It be, Mr. President, that the honest,
generous, Christian people of the United States
will give countenance to this egregious,palpa-bl- e

misrepresentation of fact,this bold falsifica-
tion ol history' Shall it be written down in
your public annals, when the world is looking
on, and you yourselves know that Mexico, and
not Texas, possessed this territory to which
your armies marched ? As Mexico had never
been dispossessed by Texan power,neither Tex-
as nor your Government had any more claim 1o

it than you now have to California, that other
possession of Mexico over which your

avarice has already extended its remorse-
less dominion.

Mr. President,there is absent to day a Sena-
tor from the other siae of the house whose pres-
ence would afford me, as it always dot s, but
particularly on ttns occasion, a most singular 1

gratification. 1 ailtide to the Senator from Mis- -

souri who sits furthest from me, fMr. Bent
I reMember, Mr. President, be arose in this body
and performed a great act of justice to himself
and to his country of justice to mankind, lor
all men are interested in the truths ol history
when he declared it to be his purpose, for the
sake of the truth of history, to set right some
gentlemen on the other side of the house in re-

spect to the territory of Oiegon, which then
threatened to disturb the peace of this Repub-
lic with the kingdom of Great Britain. I wish
it had pleased him to have performed the same
good offices on this occasion.

I wish it had been so, if he could have found
it consonant with his duty to his country, that
now, w hile engaged with an enemy whom we
have no reason to fear as being ever able to
check our progress or disturb o r internal peace
for the sake of justice, as then he did for the
sake of and the Interest and peace of
thoe two countries, England and America, he
had come forward to settle the truth of history
in respect to the territorial boundary of Texas,
w hich our President said was the Rio Bravo to
the "Rio del Norte" as it is sometimes celled,
I exj re-- s the wish for no purpose of taunting
the Senator from Missouri, or leading him to j do
believe that I would draw his name into the
discussion tor any other than the most sacred
purposes which can animate the human bosom o"

that of having truth established: for I rea'ly
believe that is not true which the Senator irom c
Michigan stated yesterday, that the worst said
in the Senate is that much might be said on
both sides ! I cannot view it in that way.
Much may be said,much talk may be had on both
sides on any question, but that this is a dispu-
table matter, about which a man could apply hia to
mind for an hour and still be in doubt, is to me
an inscrutable mystery.

I w ish to invoke the authority of the Sena-
tor from Missouri. Wrhen about to receive
Texas into the United States he offered a reso-
lution to this effect: in

"That the incorporation of the left bank of
the Rio del Norte(Rio Grande) into the Amer-
ican Union, by virtue of a treaty with Texns
comprehending, as the said incorporation would w

do, u part of the Texican depaitments of Now
Mexico, Chihuahua, Coahula, and Tamaulipas,
WOULD BE AN ACT OF DIRECT AG-

GRESSION ON MEXICO for all theconse-quences- of
uhichxhe United S tale would stand

responsible."
I beg, Mr. President, to add to this another

authority, which I am sure will not be contra-
dicted by any calling themselves Democrats.
In the stimmer of 1844, Mr. Silas Wright in
an elaborate address delivered at Watertowu N.
York, said: the

"There is another subject on which I loel
bound to speak a word; 1 allude to the propoai of
tion to annex Texas to the territory of this Re-

public.
!

I felt it my duty to vote as a Senator, can
and did vr'e against the ratification of the trea
ty for the I'nnexatton. I believed that the I

treaty, from th" boundaries that must be impli-
ed from it, if Mexico would not treat ivith us, If
emhrae d - 'o.iutry to which lxas hud no
clait over ichlr'i shehad never averted juris-
diction

will
amd which she had no right to cede. On

this point 1 should give a brief explanation.
"The treaty ceded Texas by nanw-tcithou- ! mi

effort to describe a boundary. The Congress
of Texas had passed an act declaring.by metes
and bounds, what was Texas, within their pow-
er and jurisdiction. It appeared to ine, if Mex-

ico should tell us, 'We do not know you we
have no treaty to make with you,' and we were
left to take possession by force, we must take
the country as Texas had ceded it to us: and
induing that, or forciting our own honor, we
must do injustice to .Mexico, and take a larg?
portion of JYeie .Mexico, the people of which
have never been under the jurisdiction of Texas
This to me teas an insurmountable turi ier. to

covldnot place the country in that position." of
How did your officers consider this question?

While in camp opposite Matamoros, being then
on the left bank ol the Kio Orande. be
tween the latter river and the Nueces, a most
respectable officer writes thus to his friend in
New York:
"Camp opposite Matamohos, April 19 1846. th.it

"Our situation here is an extraordinary one.
Right in the enemy's country, actually occuup t-
ying their corn and cotton fields, the people oj of
the soil leaving their Aoes,and we, with a small
handful of men, marching, with colors Hying
and drums bearing, right under the guns oi one of
of their principal e tics; an I displa) ing th s

banner, as if in defiance, under their
very nose, an i they with tn army twice our
aizc, at least, s;t quietly down, and make not
the least resistance, nor the first effort to drive
the invaders oil". There is no parallel to it. his

Sir, did this officer consider himself in Te xas of
Were they our own Texan citiz n.--, who, in of

the language of the tetter, "did not make the tiie
first effort Lj drive the. invaders off7" H it the
had been Texas there, would that Ma-- consid-
er invasion, or her people ifffrom voir standard

"The people of the soil leaving their homes'."
Who were those "people of the soil?" Sir, s

they were Mexicans, never conquered by Tex-
as. nd never subject to her laws; and, there-
fore, never transferred by annexation to you; the
dominion; and therefore, lastly, your arm-- , bv our
order of the President, without the consent or are
advice of Congress, made war on Mexico, by
invading her territory, in April, 1816.

Mr. President, the Senator from Missouri
w i ' at. "The incorporation ol the left bank but
of th ? Rio Grande into the American Union" anv
was "an aft of direct aggression pa Mexico,"
as his resolution most truthfully alleg; '. We,
or at least the President, has attempted to incor- -

The Senator from Missouri asserts the left bank
of that river to be Mexican territory. Sir it is
not for me,who stand here an humble man, who
pretend not to be oneof thosePharises who know
all the law and obey it, but who, like the poor
Publican, would stand afar off and smite my
breast, and say God be merciful to me a poor
Whig when the annointed High Priests in
the Temple of Democracy differ on a point of
fact, it is not for me to decide between them.
Is it for me to say that the Senator from Mis-fou- ri

was ignorant and the President omnisei-ce- nt

? Is it for me to say that the President
was right and the Senator from Missouri wrong?
If it. were true that Texan laws had been in op-

eration there since 1836, as the President's ac-U- m

seems to declare, how happened it that
when Gene al went to Point Isabel, and the
people set fire 1o their houses and fled the place
And how did it happen that there was a custom
-- house there in Texas, as you now allege. A
Mexican custom-hous- e in Texas, where, ever

1836, aud for one whole year after the
State of Texas became yours, a Mexican officer
collected taxes of ell who traded there, and uaid
these duties into the Mexican treasury? Sir,
is it credible that this State of Texas allowed
Mexican laws and Mexican power to exist with-
in her borders for seven yeara after her inde-
pendence ? I should think a people so prompt
to tight for tl.eir rights, might have burnt some
powder for the explusion of Mexican usurpers
from Texan territory. Sir, the history of this
country is full ol anomalies and contradictions.
What a patriotic, harmonious people! When
Taylor comes to protect them, they fire their
dwellings and fly ! When you come in peace,
bristling in arms for protection only, yourea-gl- e

spreading its wings to shield from harm all
American citizens what then happens? Why,
according to your own account these Anglo-Saxo- n

Republicans are so terrified at the sight
of their country's flag that they abandon their
homes, and retreat before your army as if some
Nomad tribe had wandered thither to enslave
their families and plunder their estate.

All this mass of undeniable fact, known even
the careless reader of the public prints, is so

utterly at war with the studiously contrived
statements in your Cabinet documents, that I

not. wonder at alt that an amiable national
pride, however misplaced here, has preven ted
hitherto a thorough and fearless investigation

their truth. Nor, sir, would I probe this fe-

culent mass of misrepresentation had I not been
mpeiled to it in defence of votes which I was

obliged to record here within the last ten days.
Sir,with my opinions as to facts connected with
this subjoct.and my deduct ions,nna voidable from
them,Is.hould have beeunworthylhe high-soule- d

State I represent, had I voted men and money
prosecute further a war commenced, as it

now appears, in aggression, and carried on by
repetition only of the original w rong. Am I
mistaken in this ? If I am, I shall hold him the
dearest friend i c::n own in any relation of life
wh o shall show me my error. If I am wrong

tins question of fact, show m? how I err,
and gladly will I retrace my steps; satisfy me
that my country was in peaceful and rightful
possession i.elweentlie Nueces and Rio Grande

hen Gen. Taylor's army was ordered there;
show me that at i'alto Alto and Resaca de la
Palma blood w as shed on American soil in

and then for the defiance
that possession 1 will vote away the last dol-

lar that power can wring from the people, and
send every man able to bear a musket to the
ranks oi war. But, I until! shall be thus con-

vinced, duty to myself to truth to conscience,to
public justice, requires that 1 persist in every
lawful opposition to this war.

While the Ame rican President can command
army, thank Heaven, I can command the

purse While the President, under the penalty
dcatli, can command your officers to proceed,

can tell them to comeback, or the President
supply them as he may. He shall have no

funds trom me in the prosecution of a war which
cannot approve. That conceive to be the

duty cf a Senator. 1 urn not mistaken in that.
it be my duty to grant w hatever the Presi-

dent demands, for what am I here! Have 1 no
upon the subject ? Is it not placed at my

discretion, understanding, judgment ? Have an
American Senate and House of Representatives
nothing to do but to obey the bidding of the
President, as the army he commands is com-

pelled to obey under penalty of death ? No!
The representatives of the sovereign people and
sovereign States w ere never elected for such a
purpose a.3 that.

Have Senators reflected on the great power
which the command of armies in war confess
upon any one, but especially on him who is at
once the c ivil and military chief uf the Gov-

ernment? It is very well that wc should look
back to see how the friends of popular rights
regarded this subject in former times. Prior

the revolution in JGS8 of England all grants
money by Parliament were general. Spe-

cific appropriations before that period were un-

known. The iving could out of the general rev-

enues, appropriate any or all of them to any
war, or o'her object, as best suited his own un-

restrained wishes. Hence, in the last struggle
with the first Charles, the Parliament insisted

he should yield up the command of the ar-m- y

raised to quell the Irish rebellicn to such
person a-- ; Parliament should choose. The men

that day saw that,with the unrest rirted con-

trol of revenue, and the power to name the
commander uf the army, the King was master

the liberties of the people. Wherefore,
Cbarlea, aftei lv- had yielded up almost every
other kingly prerogative, was, in order to se-

cure Parliament Mid the people against military
rule, require togve up the command of the
force. I was his refusal to do this that brought

htad to the block. "Give up the command
the army ! " waa the last imperative demand
the foes of srbitrary power then. What was

replv of that unhappy representative of
doomed race of the Stuarts? "Not for an

hour, by God," was the stern answer. Went-- h

had always advised his royal master nev-

er to yield lip the right to command the army;
c h too, was the counsel of the Quee n, whose

notions of kingly power were all fashioned af-

ter the most despotic models. This power over
army, by our constitution, is concerned to
King. Give him money at his will, as we
told we must, and you have set up in this

Republic just such a tyrant as him against
whom the friends of English liberty were com
pelled to wage war. It was a hard necessity:

still it was demanded as thrs only securityfef
reasonable measure of public liberty. Such

men as Holt and Somers had not yet taught the
people of England the secret of controlling ar
bitrary, power oy specific appiopriationsof mon- -

p orate the iett bank ol the Kio icl .orte,or me oy, ana withholding tnese wnen tne rung pro-Ri- d

)t nde, into the Union.and the consequence claimed his intention to use the grant for any
the legitimate consequence, war, has come up-- j purpose not approve! by the Commons, the
onus. The President in li s message asserts true representatives cf popular rights in Eng-th- e

boundarv of Texae to be the Rio Grande. I ui 1.

When, in 1688, this doctrine of specific ap-

propriations become a part of the British con-
stitution, the King could 6afely be trusted with
the control of the army. If war is made there
by the Crown,and the Commons do not approve
of it, refusal to grant supplies is the easy rem-
edy; one too, which renders it impossible for a
King of England to carry forward any war
w hich may be displeasing to the English peo-
ple. Yes, sir, in England since 1688, it has
not been in the power of a British sovereign to
do that which, in your boasted Republic, an A-- ii

e ican President, urdjr the auspices of what
you callDeoiocracy, has done make war with-
out consent of the legislative power. In Eng-
land supplies are at once refused if Parliament
does not approve the objects of the war. Here
we are told we must not look to the objects of
the war; being in the tear, made bv the Presi
dent, we must help him to fight it out, should it
to the utter extermination of the Mexican race.
Sir, I believe it must proceed to this shocking
extreme it you are by war"to conquer a peace.'
Here, then, is your condition. The President
involves you in war without your consent.
ueiiig m sucn a war, it is demanded as a duty
that we grant men and money to carry it on.

ne rresuient tells us that he shall prosecute
this war till Mexico pays us, or agree to pay us
all its expenses. I am not willing to scourge
Mexico thus; and the only means left me is to
say to the commander "Call home
your army; I will feed and clothe it no longer;
you have whipped Mexico in three nitched bat
tles; this is revenge enough; this is punishment
enough."

The President has said be does not except to
hold Mexican territory by conquest. Why-the-

conquer it ? Why waste thousand of lives
and millions ol money lortiying tow ns and
creating governments, if at the end of the war
vou retire from the graves of your soldiers,and
t he desolated country of your foes, only to get
money from Mexico for the expense of all your
toil and sacrifice f W ho ever heard, since Chrs-ttanit- y

was propagated amongst men, of a na-
tion taking its people, enlisting its young men,
and marching ort two thousand miles to tight a
people merely to be paid lor it in money ? W hat
is this but hunting a market for blood, selling
the lives of your ycung men, marching them ID

regiments to be slaughtered and paid for, like
oxen and brute beasts 1 Sir,this, is when strip-
ped naked, that atrocious idea lirst proinulga-tedinth- e

Presiden't message,and now advanced
here, of lighting on till we can get our idem-nit- y

for the past as well as the present slau-
ghter. We have chastised Mexico, and if it
were worth while to do so, we have, I dare say,
satisfied the world that we can fight. What
now ? WThy, the mothers of America are ask-
ed to send others of their sons to blow out the
brains of Mexicans because they refuse to pay
the price of the first who fell therefor glory.
And what if the second fall too ? The Execu-
tive, the paternal reply, is, "we shall have him
paid forwe shall get full indemnity." Sir, I
have no patience with this flagitious notion, of
fighting for indemnity, and this under the

ajsurd and hypocritical pretence of se-

curing an honorable peace.An honorable peace!
If you have accomplished the objects of the war
(if jndeed you had an object which you dare to
avow,) cease to fight and you will have peace.
Conquer your insane love of false glory, and
you will "conquer a peace." Sir, if your comma-

nder-in-chief will n otdo this, I will endeav
or to compel him, and as I find on other means
1 shall reiuse supplies without the money ol
the people, he cannot go further. He asks me
for that money; I wish him to bring your ar-
mies home, to cease shedding blood for money;
if he refuse supplies, and then I know he rMist
he will cease his further sale of the lives cf my
countrymen. May we not ougfu we not now
to do this ? I can hear no reason why we should
not, except this, it is said that we are in war
wrongfully it may be,but being in,the President
is responsible, and we must give feint the means
he requires. He responsible ! Sir, we, we
are responsible if having the power to ftay this
plague we refuse to do so. When it shall be
so w hen the American Senate and the Ameri-
can House ol Representatives can stoop from
their high position and yield a dumb compliance
with the behests oi a President, who is for the
lime being commander of your army; when tl e.
will open the treasury with one hand, and the
veins of all the soldiers in the land with the
other, merely because the President commands,
then, sir, it matters little how soon sarns Crom-
well shall come into this hall and say, "the Lord
hath no further need of you here." When we
fail to do the work, "whereunto we were sent,'
we s hill be, wc ought to be removed, and give
place to others who will. The late of the bar-

ren tig tree will be ours Christ cursed it and it
withered.

Mr. President, I dismiss this branch of the
subject, and beg the indulgence of the Senate to
some reflections on the particular bill now un-

der consideration. I voted for a bill somewhat
like the present at thelaet session: our army-wa-

then in the neighborhood of our line. I

then hoped that thePresident did sincerely desire
a peace. Our army had not then penetrated far
into Mexico, and l" did hope that with the twTo

millions then proposed we might get peace aud
avoid the slaughter, the shame, the crime of an
aggressivp, unprovoked war. But now you
have overrun gulf of 3Iexico, you have exaspe-
rated and irritated her people,you claim indem-
nity for all expenses incurred induing this mis-

chief, and boldly ask her to give up New Mex-

ico and California; and, as a bribe to her pat-

riotism, seizing on her property, you offer three
millions to pay the soldiers she has called out to
repel your invasion, on condition that she will
give up to you at least one-thir- d of her whole
territory. This is the modest. I should say the
monstrous proposition now before us, as ex-
plained by the chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Relations, (Mr. Sevier,) who reported
the bill. I cannot now give my assent to this.

But, sir, I do not believe you w ill succeed.
I am not informed of your prospects of success
with this measure of peace. The chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations tells us
that he has every reason to believe that peace
can be ohtained if we grant this appropriation.
What reason have you, Mr. Chairman, for that
opinion? 'Facts which I cannot disclose to you,
correspondence w hich it would be improper to
name facts which 1 know, but which you are
not permitted to know, have satisfied the ctm-mitt- ee

that peace maybe purchased if you will
but grant these three millions of dollars." Now
Mr. President, I wish to know if I am required
to act upon such opinions of the chairman of
the committee on Foreign Relations, formed
upon facts which he refuses to to tne?
No; I must know the facts before I can form
mv judgement. But I am to take it for grant- -

ed that there must be some prospect ot an end
to this dreadful war for it is a dreadful war,
being, as I believe in my conscience it is, anun-- 1
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just war. It is possible that for three tuilitbui
you can purchase a peace ivith Mexico? Now
By the purchase of California? Mr. President
I know not what facts the chairman of the com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs may have had access
to. I know not what secret agents have whis-
pered in the ears of the authorities of Meixco
b?V?f, ?ne !hin?1 m certain by a cession"
of California and New Mexico you never canpurchase a peace with her.

You may wrest provinces from Mexico by
war you may hold thern by tlie rrigbt of th
strongest you may rob her, but a treaty of
peace to that effect with the people of Mexico,
legitimately and freely made, you never will
have! I thank God that it is so, as well as fofthe sake of the Mexican people as ourselves,
for, unlike tLe Senator from Alabama, (Mr Bag-by- ,)

I do not value the life of a citizen of theUnited Stat-r- above the lives of one hundred
uiousana xuextcan women and children a rath-
er cold sort of philanthropy in my judgement.
For the sake of Mexico then, as well as ourown country, I rejoice that it is an impossibil-
ity that you can obtain by treaty from her those
territories under the existing state of things.

I am somewhat at a loss to know on what
plan of operations gentlemen having charge of
this war intend to proceed. We hear much
said of the terror of your arms. The affrighted
Mexican, it is said, when vou shall have drench-
ed bis country in blood, will sue for peace, and
thus you will indeed "conquer peace." This
is the heroic &nd savage tone in which we have
heretofore been lectured by our friends on theother side of the chamber, especially by the
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass.; "But sud-
denly theCommittee onForeignRelations comes
to us with the smooth phrase of diplomacv,made
potent by the gentle suasion of gold. Thechairman of the Committee on Military Affairscalls for thirty millions of money and ten thou-
sand regular troops; these we are assured
shall "conquer peace," if the obstinate Celt re-
fuses to treat till we shall whip him in another
field of blood. What a delighful scene in the
19th century ot the Christian era! What an
interesting sight to ee these two representa-
tives of war and peace inmoving grand proces-
sion through the halls of the Montezumas! .
The Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,) red
with the blood of recent slaughter, the gorv
spear of Achilles in his hand, and the hoars
clarion of war in his mouth, blowing & blast
"so loud and deep" that the sleeping echoes of
the lofty Cordilleras start from their caverns
and return the sound, till every ear from Paoa-m- a

to Santa Fe is deafened with the roar. By
his side, with 'modest mem and downcnut lnk
comes the Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Se-
vier) covered from head to foot with a gorgeous
robe, glittering and embossed with three mill
ions ot sinning gold, putting to shame, "the
wealth of Ormus or of Ind?' The nlU-- f
Minerva graces his brow, in his rip-h- t banH
the delicate rebeck, from which are breathed,
in Lynden measure, notes "that tell of nought
but love and peace." I fear very much vou w ill
scarcely be able to explain to the simple savage
mind ol the Mexicans the puzzling
dualism of this scene, at once georgeous and
grotesque. Sir, I scarcely understand the
meaning of all this myself. It we were to vin-
dicate our rights by battlcsin bloody fields of
war let us do it. If that is not the plan, why
then let us call back our armies into our own
territory, and propose a treaty with Mexico, ba-
sed upon the proposition that money is better
'.or her and land is better for us. Thus we can
treat Mexico like an equal, and do honor to our-
selves. But w hat is it you ask? You have ta-
ken from Mexico one-four- of her territory,
and you now propose to run a line comprehen-
ding about another third, and for what? I ask
Mr. President, (or what? What has Mexico
got from you for parting with two-thir- of her
domain? She has given you ample redress for
every injury of which you have complained.
She has submitted to the award of your com-
missioners, and up to the time of the rupture
with Texas faithfully paid it. And for all that
she has lost, (not through or by you, but which
loss has been your gain,,) what requital do we,
hear her strong, rich, robust neighbor make?
Do we send our missionaries there "to point
the way to Heaven?" Or do we send the school-
masters to pour day-bg- nt into her dark j laces,
to her infant strength to conquer freedom, and
reap the fruit of the independence herself alone
had w on? No, none of this do we. But w e send
regiments storm towns, and our colonels prate
ofliberty in the midst of the solitudes their
ravages have made. They proclaim the empty
forms of social compact to a people bleemntf
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very men who shoot them down, and exhoit
them to be free. Your chaplains of the navy
throw aside the New Testament and seize a bill
of right?. The Rer. Don Waiter Colton I se
abandons the sermon on the mount, and betakes
hirmo'f to Blackstone and Kent, and is elected
a justice of the Peace! He takes miiitarv pos-
session of some town in California, and instead
of teaching the plan of the attonement and th
way of salvation to the poor ignorant Celt, he
presents Colt's pistol his ear, "and calls on him
to take "trial by j.irv and habeas corpus," or
nine bullets in his head. Oh! Mr. President,
are you not the lights of the earth, if not it
salt? Ycu, you are indeed opening the ei?s of
the blind in Mexico with a most emphatic and
exoteric power. Sir, if all this were not a sad
mournful truth, it would be the very "ne plus
ultra" of the ridiculous.

But, sir, let us see w hat, as the chairmnn of
the Committee on Foreign Relations explains it
we are to get by the combined processes of con-
quest and treaty.

What is the territory, Mr. President, which
you propose to wrest from Mexico? It is con-
secrated to the heart of the Mexican by msny a
well fought battle with his old Castilian mtr-te- r.

His Bunker Hills, and Saratogas, and
Yorktow ns are there. The Mexican can say,
"There I bled for liberty! and 6hall I surrndr
that consecrated home of my affections to the
Anglo Saxon invaders? What do they want
with it? They have Texas already. They
have possessed themselves of the territory be-

tween the Nuces and the Rio Grande. What
els? do they want? To what shall I point my
children as memorials of that independence
which I bequeath to them when those battle-
fields shall have passed from my possession?"

Sir, had one come and demanded Bunker Hill
of the people of Massachusetts, had England's
Lion ever showed himself there, is there a man
ever thirteen and under ninety who would not
have run red with blood? Is there a field but
would have been piled high with the unburiedh
bones of slaughtered Americans before tbetf
consecrated battle-fiel- of liberty shonld hare
been wrested from us? But this same American
goes info a sister Republic, and says t raw
weak Mexico, "Give up your territorv: you art


