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FIRST DOCUMENT OF THE

- NEW EXECUTIVE,

pEF'END's STATE'S CREDIT.,

L  Leglilatnre Urged (o Pass o Maximum

Prelght Hate Bill-—No Mentlon of
FProhibitlon —Conaltlons of All
Branchos of the Governmoent
Roviewed —Striot Econs
omy Urgod.

“Po the Legislature: With profound re-
gret for the misfortunes of our more pre-
‘tentious sisters of the Bast, I congratulate
the state of Kansas upon the many simple

L Wlessings that have fallen to va in these

adyverse Umes While those who clamor
for alms {u the strecets of the crowded cities

~are many, those who seek assistance from

A

onr ready public bounty are few. While
the failure of great commercial institutions
brings sad calumity to the chief capltals
where fortunes accumulate, the less lm-
posing but quite as useful depositories of
 Kansas savings are giving gratifylng evi-
dences of stability. While, according to the
preas of the nation’s most populons metro-
polls, her children linger In the streets un-
tanght.except in the lore of the pavement,
un?&d except at the hands of charity, un-
noused, except in the kennels they dispute
with crestures scarcely less miserable, the
commonwealth of Kansay, rejoloing in a
public® school system which {s the most
srateful herftage we vecelve from our fath-
ora, and Lhe best legacy we can leave to our
children, finds ample louse room and
school room for every Kansas child and for
such struggling wilfy a8 come to us from
“where penury and parsimony stalk side by
side. There are no tramps In Kansas, ex-
cept those blrds of passage that Ot by us,
grim reminders of conditiony in older com-
munities
“With cheerful andacity 1hat almost chal-
lenges admiration, Grub street seribblers
on a venal press, which panders to the
most viclous Instincts of semi-civilized for-

elgn colonies like New York city and Chi- |,

cago, with semi-baabarle splendor at the
a’nx, and semi-barbarle squalor at the base
of their soclal life, have offcred their puny
and presumptuons criticism of those whose
shocstrings they are not worthy to un-
lopde. The dogs of Egypt have barked at
the Pyramids unanswered for fiity cen-
turlea  When the accused doge stood before
the Venetian council, he sald: My defense
isyour accusation.' Let Grub street rall
un. They well know that Kansas was n
“pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night,’ before an oppressed people in the
natlon's darkest hour. We shall keep those
fires alight in our camps and that smoke
ascending trom our hilitops till this is in-
deed a government of the people and for the
e and by the people.

“For she failed you not in the ea.ly day,
and she failed you not in the late.

“Nor forgot you how the balance was
polsed on our youngest state.
. “Aund how with the fite of Kansas was
linked the nation's fate.

Financinl Conditlons.

“In a full and exhaustive report the state
treasurer sets forth our financial condition,
which shows that at the beginning of the
fiscal year, July 1, 1804, there were 8842~
#26.23 on hand, and that the receipts dor-
ing the fscal year ending June 30, 1805, and
16806, were §4,8958,001.83, making a total of
25,740,410,06. The disbursements for the
two yeirs named above were 85,135,850, 04,
leaving a balance in the treasury June 30,
1890, of 604529100 The report for the
year ending December 31, 1806, shows that
the balance on hand was 8163338358, and
that the permanent school fund amounts to
47,016,904, 10.

“January 1, 1895, our state bonded indebt.
edness was $788,000. On March 15, 1595
$10,500 was pald and on Jily 1, 1895, 870,-
400, which leaves at present a bynded in-
debledness of 8682,000; #440,000 of these
NWonds are owned by the permanent school
{fund, #9,000 by the permianent university
fund and the balance, 8224000, by Individu-
aAls and corporations, On July 1, 1897, and
July 1, 1898, ¥420,000 In 7 per cent bonds be-
<ome dye.

‘“The state treasurer in his report recome-
meénds that the whole amount be refunded
1n 4 per cent bonds and sold to the perma-
nent school fund. The sugpgestion meets my
‘approval for the reason that any Increase
«f our state levy at this time to mest these
Bonds would work a hardship on our tax-
payers, and the further fact that, in these
days when many unsafe and unguestionable
Bonds are belng hawked around, an invest-
ment of this kind will protect this fund that
has beens side for the educational pur-
pases of our state.

Charitable Institations.

“No class of people should receive the
pity of their fellow men more than the in-
mates of our charitable institutions. Many
©f them have been reared in luxury, some
of them are walfs of the street and the har-
vest of our present economic conditions, yet
allof them are human and born in the ke~
ness of thelr Maker. Thelr care and com-
fort are a sacred duty imposed upon us by
humanity and all the better elements of our
nature, Some of these lostitutlons are
filled with those to whom the sunlight of
noonday and the darkness of midnlght arve
the same. Others are unable to enjoy con-
versation with their fellow belngs, and
nothing takes the place of the senses,
which are most gratifying to humanity,
Some of them are bereft of reason and
struggle through hallucinations against im-

evils, Some are born into the
warld bereft of reason or sense and are
thrown upon our pity and charity from the

Beginning. I consider it one of the most
essentlal duties of the executive and the
co-ordinate branches of the leglslature to
see that the best of treatment be accorded
them, that those who care for them should
De kind, attentive and take an (nterest In
thelr work, that thelr food should be clean,
wholesome and plentiful, that the sanitary
canditions of the bulldings where they are

- confined are conducive to thelr health, that
the professional duties be administered by

as good talent as the state possesses; (n
short, that the gravest duty that we have
_todischarge is lu the care of thuse who are

unable ts care for the mselves and are placed
" In the institutions of our state as wards of
the state.

#A visiting board for ail the chariable,
educational and penal Institutions of the
state, with power to come and go and report
abuses to the guvernor would be a4 good
ihing.

The Asylum at Osawatomle.

"At tho last session of the legislature, ap-
prv‘fmtlnn.s were made for the rebuilding
of the central building at this institution,

erection of hollor house, electric Ught plant

and several minor improvements. These
improvements have all been made, yet, from
the reports of the superintendent of this

{mstitution I find that there are several mat-

jers that meed your consideration. The
. principal one I8 that the property has sus-

ned perious damage which demands re-

s, and unless these are accomplished at

~ihe earliest possible moment great Injury

will be done the Institution. Not having

had an opportunity to visit and make a per-

sunal examination of this matter, I would

call the nmntlunwr commlitees who

visit the different tutions to this report.
Insane Asylum at Topeka.

One of the largest appropriations that

_ will have to be made by the present legisia-

ture I8 for the care of the destitute Insane
over the state, who could not be accommo-
dated at the Topeka and Osawatomle
E the present; I believe that the asylums
Topeka and Osawalomie should be com-
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have to be established  However, I am of
the opinion that if the two asyluma we now
have were completed, we can tide over
until the next xecsion of the legislature, It
might be well to make arrangements for
the future looking to the buliding of an-
other tnstitution of this kind, so that }f the
occasion demunds it at the next on of
the legislature, appropriations conld be
made and the bulldings completed as quick-
Iy as the circumstances and conditions de-
mand.
For Idiotle and Tmbeolle Youth.

“According to the report of the superin-
tendent, there are 117 puplls at present in
this institution. There are a few recoms
mendations made by the superintendent
which will need your consideration, and I
would ask for the inmates of this lnltiln-
tion, which appeals so much to our human-
ity, the same considerate treatment as is
accorded those who have brighter futures
and are possessed of faculties thal ‘make
Hfe worth living.

Soldlers, Orphans and Veterans.

*“Ihis Institution (the soldlers’ orphans!
home at Atchlson) was founded and endow-
ed for the purpose of caring for the orphan
children of the veterans of our clvil war,
but years have rolled by since that event,
and the orphuns of the soldiers have in
most instances hecome eitizens and ‘capable
of caring for themselves  Since that time,
however, the doors have been opened to the
orphan children of the State who are needy
and who were looked upon by soclety as
walfs. Any reasonable demands made by
this institutlon should recelve attention, to
the end that throughout the bordersof our
great state no child be allowed to suffer
from hunger or the need of ralment

“The Soldlers’ home at Dodge City has
been established and maintained for years
for the care and enjoyment of 1he Indigent
soldiers of our civil war, Its board has been
established and kept separate from that of
all of the other institutions of this state. 1
would recommerd that this policy be con-
tinued, in order that those who risked thelr
lives In thelr country’s defense may have
the advantage of the best treatment pos-
sible from our people. Kansas 1s known as
the great soldier state ol the unlox, and,
while we have within our borders the na-
tional home, the state home at Dodge City is
A matter of pride to the clitizens of our state,
Any reasonable request thut may be made
for this institution should be granted.

Eduentionnl Institutions.

“The public school system of Kansas is
the best evidence of the character of our
people and the best promise of our future,
That the percentage of [lliteracy I8 lower
and the average of general intelligence is
higher in IKansas than (n New York and the
New England states, where great wealth
commanded admirable educational faclll-
tles before our state was tounded ls most
gratifylng to our people, Some of the chief
educational Institutions, notable the State
Unlversity and the State Normal School,
which are reported erowded, will ask for
certaln Improvements and additional build-
ings. Several locallties will ask that nor-
mal schools be established. Should you con-
clude that another normal schiool 18 neces-
sary I would sugpest that it be located in
some portion of the state of the largest pop-
ulation and in some central clity of that
section.

The Schools of the State.

“T'he report of the superintendent of pub-
le instroction Indicates that there are 9,284
schools In the state, with a school popula-
tion of 495,771, Of these, 878,339 were en-
rolled I the schools, while there was an
average altendadce of 252,727, Eleven
thousand seven hundred tedchers were em-
ployed, with an average salarvy, for male
teachers, of #1282 per month, and for fe-
males teachets, of #30.58 per month. The
average number of mills Jdevied for all
school purposes was 1119, The school
properly of Kansas, Including buildings and
grounds, is valued at $10.145631. The
bonded Indebledneds of the School districts
wis B44.540 708, Sixteen thousand elght
hundred and thirty-sevenl persons wore ex-
wtmined for teachers' cortificates, of whom
11,468, with an average age of 20 years, re-
celved certificates, Ouly 3566 districts have
falled to malntain public schooly three
months, One hundred and five countles
hold teachers’ Institutes, each of which has
an attendance of over fifty members. These
Institutes cost 838,776.60,

The FPermanent School Fand.

"“The state permanent schiool funds have
reached the munificent sum of 86,853,9587.79
the greater part of which has been fn-
yvested in bonds The fntent and purpose
of the law governlng the purchase of
honds, with this fund was to by none but
the best and those on which the Interest
and privcipal would be promptly pald, I
would suggest that the attorney general
If necessary, be empowered to collect the
interest and principal on these delinguent
bonds, If possible, and If not possible, to
collect in full, by and with the consent
of the executive councll to compromise on
the best terms possible for the Interests
of this fund, the proceeds to be turned into
:hc permonent school fund, as provided by
AW,

The Unlversity of Kansas.

“The rapld increase in attendance during
recent years has made It difficult for the
university to keep pace with the demands
of the students. The board of regents
makes a very earaest petition for the bulld-
ing of a chemistry hall.  If the legislature
decldes to erect this bullding, (tis the Intens
tion to devote the present diminutive chem-
istry building to the school of pharmacy,
which at present appears to be In a rather
tinsettled conditlon as to honse room.

“"Again it appears from reports at hand
that the museum, which ranks among the
first possessed by any Amerlcan colleges,
and in some respects ranks as the frst, has
become 8o large that It |s simply stored
llke haled hay lu Its present quarters, The
property, althongh accuwmulated at slight
expense, seems Lo have a4 great value, and
in Its present quarters the state might lose
by fire or other accldent, five times the
value that would be required to erect a
bullding suitable for the purposes or the
museum.

“The time has evidently been reached
when larger quarters for the department
of chemistry, at least, and probably for the
workshop of the school of electrical engin-
eering have become absolute necessities T
commeond the requests of the regents for
more room to the serious and thoughtful
conslderation of the legislature. Only in-
telllgent citizens of Kansas can maintain a
républic, and 1 believe it is a scttled princi-

e of the commonwealth of Kansas that

r people shall ba as well prepared for the
duties of citinenship as those of any state in
the Union.

Thoe State Agricultural College.
*This institution has a faculty of twenty-
four members and an attendance of 647 stu-
dents, two-thirds of whom are young men,
The studentsa come from seventy-two
counties in Kansas and most of them are
from farms. The average age is a little less
than 21. The incomes last year was #70,-
656.47. The agricultural college has an en-
dowment fund ot 00,000, which Is Invested
in bonds bearing Interest at from 5 to 10
per cent. Three-fifths of thia money are
invested in municipal bonds which bear 6
per cent interest. The properties of the in-
stitution are valued at B401,000, of which
238,000 {s the value of the grounds and
bulldings
“I'he report of the regonts of this instl-
tution makes Lhe statement that the cliem.
jcal labaratory, which has been there for
twenty years, ls outgrown and offers no such
facilities as are needed The regents sug-
gést that more room I8 needed for an ex-
periment station and for laboratory work
in physics, and that a building could be
erected for about 840,000 which would serve
the purpose. ‘The regents also suggest the
need of greater funds for varlons purposes,
which are detalled in thelr report

The State Normal Bchool.

“The State Normal achool has a corps of
twenty-seven Instructors and attendance of

!g‘hh institution his an Income of 838,200, of
for their bullding, but it (s evident that in | which,
the near future another institution will |
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students, and a Nbeary of 19,000 books. |

for the year ending June 80, 1896,
£4,140.80 was recelved us fees from the
model department, speclal classes and ir-
regular students, One hundred and efghty-
fiye children are Instructed in the model de-
partment, which is utilized for training pur-

Ninety countics are represented at
the Institution. During the last ten years
11,018 puplls have attended the State Nor-
mal acg“ool. coming from ninety-four coun-
tles. Last year there were students from
twelve other states and terrvitories. Two-
thirds of the present attendants are ladles,

“The board of regents urge that the law
providing for the recognition of State Nor-
mal school diplomas for citles of the first
and second classes be made so specific that
there could be no question in the minds of
anyone as to their legality as teachers' cer-
titicates. It occurs to me that the state
owes it to itself to see that this is done. 1f,
after all the money expended, the gradu-
ates of this institution are not fitted to teach
any of our common schools, the fnstitution
{5 a fallure. We know that our state nor-
mal ranks high among similar Institutions,
that its students are as efclent, curriculum
as liberal, its instructors as proficlent as any
of its rivals; therefore, its diplomas should
be as good, at least, as the certificates lssued
by the county board of examination.

“The board of regents ask that cer-
tain improvements and additonal room be
furnished. Under the head of educational
fnstitutions I recommend that it wounld bet-
ter werve the luterests of the people to es-
tablish an auxiliary normal school in some
other portion of the state, rather than to
erect more extensive buildings at Emporia

Tho State Penltentinry.

“The penitentiary contalned 801 prisoners
June 30, 1805, Of these seventeen were
women. For the fiscal year ending June 30
1896, the expenditures of the lnstitution
were $151,000.29, the earnintis #145,016.60.
The report of the warden, bonrd of direct-
ors and ofMclals contains an exhaustive
treaties on the expenditures and necessities
of the Institution. Bul few realize the mag-
nitude of this institution or the careful at-
tention which It should receive from the
legislature in order to keep it abreast of in-
nfrtutlnml of the same kind in sister states,
At times in our history this has been a self-
supporting institution. At other times it
has been conslderable of a burden tothe
taxpayersof the state. Like all other insti-
tutions where manual labor i§ performed,
the state prison at Lansing makes the best
showing when times are good, money
plenty, and the worst during hard times,

+*The output of coal from the penitentiary
has been {ts principal source of revenue,
yetthere is a sentiment In portions of the
State against utilizing this conl except for
state institutions. Tn another portion of
this message certaln recommendations are
made in regard to tue surplus after the
state Institutions are supplied. This, In my
Jjudgment, at this time, {8 as far as we can
go on the line of correcting the placing of
conl mined by convict labor In competition
with free lnbor. If [t could be so arrianged
that instead of producing so much coal,
other manufactories could be established
which would not compete with the free
labor of the state, it would be better than
our present system, There are certain rec-
ommendations made by the board to which
yvour attention (s directed. The principal
necessities seem to be the completion of
more cells for the use of prisoners and addi-
tional clothing for convicts.

Reform School Criticisms.

“If there is any Institution in the state
which is open to criticism, in my judgment
the Reform School fur Boys, situated in our
capital city, is that one, Not that I would
charge {ncompetence upon its management
or employes, but from the fact that it is im-
possible to reform boys in idlencss. The
miniature man {s 50 constitnted that he
must have something to employ his mind
and hands, or else he will Invent something
for himself. An old proverh, of doubtful
origin, says: ‘Satan always finds work for
{dle hands to do,' and if this be true, and I
nccept 1t as as true, I think his satanic maj-
esty is quite likely a visitor at the Heform
School.

“I am fnformed that when thls school was
established the object soughl was to take
the erring hoys and lead them toa better
and higher life. In order to do this they
should be taught trades and made aseful
citizens, For some reason unknown tome,
the legisiature has falled to make appropri-
ations for buildings and mechanical appa-
ratus for carrying out this idea. True, a
drill master has been employed and the
boys are being trilned in the manual of
arms for the life of a soldler. Icannot
agree wilh the superintendent’s report that
this is proper and right. My experience 18
that nine out of tea boys who go astray do
s0 through the Influence of dime novels and
cheap literature, wherein baudits, highway-
men, blood and thunder and gunpowder are
promiscuonsly mixed. Any tralning which
they might receive ln the lne of creating
Dbloodshed and gory war inculcates the same
Idea in the Inside that brought them there
from the outside. In my humble judgment
they should be taught and nstructed in the
line of a peaceful citizenship, rather than
that of a soldler and war.

“I recommend to the Legislature that (f it
4 Is thought impracticable to furnish appa-
ratus sultable for teaching them trades,
that additlonal appropriationy be made for
the Hutchinson reformatory, and that the
boys be removed there, where theycan have
the Influence brought upon them that will
lead them in the right line. A continuation
of Dick Turpin and Jesse James Ideas inside
the walls of this lnstitution will not reform
the boys, and, while it may hold them in
restraint for the time being and relieve so-
clety of their presence and influence, yet
when they are turned Joose their moral
Judgment will not be improved to any great
extent

Thoe HMutchinson Reformatory.

‘Toreform the errlag and make good citl-
zens of young men and boys who bave becn
led astray is one of the noblest works in
which menengage With the view of doing
this the reformatory at Hutchinson was
ostablished by the legislature In 1885, was
made ready for occupancy in 1585, and
opened with thirly of the least hardened
criminals from our state penitentiary. The
report of the board and my knowledge of
the institution lead me to believe that it has
proven a success and is solving the problem
of what to do with the young criminals who
are started on a career of crime. The rooms
now* completed are crowded to their full
capacity, and the board of directors are
asking ftor an appropriation to complete
certatn portions of the bullding so thatit
can be used to accommodate other inmates
This will necessitate more help, and, in my
judgment, the requests should be granted.

The Board of Agricultare.

*In its past in our history the board of
agriculture has been a matter of public de-
rision, bnt in later years, in the hands of
competent ren and men who have taken a
deep Interest in the matter, it has become a
matter of state pride and much benefit to
the agricultural portions of our state. The
reports of this ofiice have not only received
commendations from the press of the state,
but have been accepted as good authority on
certain matters in our sister states. Asa
large portion of our citizens are Interested
in agriculture, I deem it right and proper
that this board should recelve due consider-
ation at your hands, to the end that Kansan
may have the advantage of the experience
of others and along the different lines which
bring success to the men engaged inthis
calling.

The Board of Fublie Works.
“My predecessor, in his message to the
legislature two years ago, recommended the
abolishment of the board of publie works
The senate, of which I had the honor to be a
member atthat time, upon this recommen-
dation made no appropriation for its maln-
tenance. The law, however, governing the
board and its appointments, was not re-
pealed. Hence you, no doubt, will be asked
to make aa appropriation for the board
which was appolnted by my predecessor
after the adjournment of the legislature.
This is a matter which I will leave entirely
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Morrill ihat the board should be abolished.
We have a state architect, whose duty It s
to make the plans and specliications for our
state bulldings.

Bharp Irrigation Critlolam,

YA few yedrs ago the people ot the West-
ern part of the state became Interested in
the subject of Irrigation, and the cry of
Yrrigate or emigrate’ was used by those
who believed that the salvation of that pors
tion of the state depended upon the success
or fallure of lrrigation. Two years ago a
board of irrigation was gstablished by the
legislature and an appropriation was made
for the purpose of experimenting along the
line of irrigation from wells

I have been unable to procure acopy of
the board's report, but I am informed that
in several places wells haye been put down,
wind mills erected and allowed to go to
rack and ruln If there have been any
resutts obtained that would justify the out-
lay of the appropriation, 1 have not been
informed as to what they were. People
from the western part of the state, in in-
terviews ond conversation, are divided upon
the question of whether irrigation from
this source can be made & success or not
Some go So far as to say that it is
a fallure and a deluslon; others say that n
continuation of the cxperiments ought to
be made in order to glve it a falr triall 1
would recommend to the Legislature that
thls recelve careful investigation at your
hands If, from the experience of the board
and (s results obtained so far, together
with that of individuals who have tried it to
thelr own satisfaction, it §s found that frri-
gation of this kind cannot be made a 8uc-
cess, I would recommend that the board be
abolished I do not make this recommenda-
tion to discourage the people of the western
part of the state. The admirable advant-
ages offered stockmen are probably supe-
rior to those engaged in agriculture at
times. An adaptation of means (o ends will
enable the people to avall themselves of all
the resources of that quarter of Kansas,

Forestry and Silk Stations.

“The state forestry statlons, established
in the Western portion of the state for the
purpase of testing whether treed of certain
kinds could be successfully ralsed, have
been In existence for several years. In my
judgment, the questlon, if it ever can be
solved, has been solved, and I would recoms
mend that unless the provisions of estab-
lishment make its continuance for a speci-
fled number of years obligatory and the
contract has not been filled on the part of
the state so that ity abolishment would lose
the state the titie to the land, that it be
abollshed' The same recommendation 1§
made with regard to the siik station at
Peabody.,

Live Stock Sanitary Commlisslon,

“In my judgment one of the most import-
ant, if not the most Important industry of
our state, ls our cattle interests. The an-
nual report ot the sanltary commission has
received my careful attention, and I belleve
that it has done efclent work during the
last two years. I would ask of the legislature
that the needs of this important board be
attended to, to the end that we may have a
feeling of security amongst those who are
fnterested in this great industry. The sta-
Listics show that Kansas s forging ahead as
acattle ralsing state, In western Kansas,
eapecially, the finest cattle and beef are pro-
duced it a nominal cost, and I predict that
in a few years the western part of the state
will enjoy an extensive develonment of this
business. I wounld recommend the careful
study of the board's report, and that all
necessary appropriations be made tocarry
on the work of protecting this great in-
dustry.

Consolidation of Boards.

“1 would recommend thit the law govern-
ing the appointment of the penitentiary
board be so amended that it can also super-
vise and control, in addition to the peniten-
tiary at Lansing, the Hutchinson reforma-
tory and, if not abolished, the reform schaool
for boys at Topeka. At present this [nstitu-
tion Is under the supervision of the state
board of charitlés The Hutehlnson reform-
atory Isunder a separate board To make
the matter plain, I would have all of the
penal Institations under the charge of the
board of dfrectors for penal institutions and
all of the charitable institutions under the
supervision of the stite board of charities,

Rallroads Criticlzod,

“T'he nuestion of the regulation of trans-
portation companies has been one that has
commanded the attention of the leglsiatures
of the various states since raliroads were
first introduced. These corporations have
received thelr charter rights from the varl- 4
ous states, and these states naturally con-
cluded that they had the right to regulate
amd control the corporations thal they thus
had created. This view of the ¢ase was con=-
stantly combatted by the corporiations, who
clalmed, as they were private corporations,
they were not subject to state leglslation so
far as thelr charges were concerned—
# view that they have mnot yet
abandoned. When, however, the courts
of the states began to hold that they were
publie corporations, and therefore amend-
able to the legisiature of the states, they ap-

aled to the {federal courts, clalming,

rst, that they were private corporations,
and, secondly, that if they were quasi-pub-
lic corporations, the regulation of them
could only be had through the federal Con-
gress. The courts having sustained this
view, the people of the variousstates then
demanded that the federal Congress should
pass such legislation and create such
boards of control a8 were necessary Lo se-
cure to the people thelr just rights in the
matter. Imobedience Lo this demand, Con-
gress, eleven years ago, created that subter-
fuge for justice called the Interstate com-
merce commission, and enacted legislation
that was supposed by the people to be for
the purpose of securing thelr rights and con-
trolling these corporations, After eleven
vears of weary walting, the people are now
told by this commisslon, in its tenth annual
report, just lssued, that the law under which
they were acting was defective and had
been held by the court of last resort as In-
operative and upconstitutional,

"Thus, after Nfty ‘vears of effort In this
direction, we find that practically nothing
has been done toward the control of cor-
porations; that the question has Dbeen
avolded and delayed as much as possible
through the courts, and flually, at the end,
we find the will of the people thwarted and
the corporations resting upon the bosom of
the supreme court with the same feeling of
confidence and security that an infabt re-
poses upon the bosom of a wet nurse.

The Supreme Court Criticised.

“It the Congress ot the United States pass
an amended law the torpid snake of litiga-
tion will again begin to crawl slowly through
the mazes of the law towards the court of
final jurisdiction, and {f the leaden heel of
Justice is as glow and if the meditations of
the court are as greaty and if they shall pon-
der as long over the constitutionality of the
law in the future as they have done {n the
past, posterity will have arrived In time to
hear their next declslon, and the existing
generation will have ceased to take interest
in transportation matters on this earth, be-
cause they will, by that time, have been
transported beyond the jurisdiction of the
conrt’ Therefore, It seems to me that if re-
lef ia desired by this generation they can-
not wait upon the slow evolution of the fed-
eral Congress and federal courts, but must
seek for relief without resorting thereto

“Itherefore recommend that the legiyia.
ture pass a maximum freight law that will
be falr to corporations and just to the peo-
ple. I believe, also, that the board of rall-
road commissioners should be clearly vested

with the powers of a court and given the
power to adjust fares and frelght within the
state of Kansas as they may decm just, and
not exceeding the maximum rate, and that
their powers shall be made definlte and cer-
tain, but subject to appeal to the supreme
court of the state. In doing this I think the
legislature should not proceed inany spirit
of retalialion or revenyge for the misdeeds of

tioas in the past, but they should

rpose clear to these corpora-

the future, the Interests of the
citisean of this state are to be taken
welfare of the

i
foscs in bad ages ire 1o De equally sn

'

Yarlous Reecommondations,

Liberal support of the live stock sanitary
commisslon s urged

A change In the graln inspection laws I8
recommended, to the end that Inspectors
and weighers be appointed by the state.

A consolldation of boards ls recommended
so as to "have all the pesn. lostitutions
under charge of the bourd of directors for
penal fnstitutions, and all of the charitable
institetions under the supervision of the
state board of charities”

Reform of the Insurance laws for the pro-
tection of Insurers Is urged.

District ownershilp of texthooks, while not
urged upon the legislature, s strongly rec-
ommended,

As to the Kansas City stock yards, Gov-
ernor Leedy suggests “that 100 per cent
profit above the price in the Kansas Clty
market (s sufficlent oo the sales of graion and
hay, and [ recominend an cnactment to that
effect. The statutes should provide that
the live stock sanitary commisslon should
have such control of the stock yirds owned
by the above named company as shall be
necessary to the enforcement of the laws
you mitke, If this recommendation com-
mends itself to your ndgment.”

Mortgage Legislation.

Governor Leedy's recommendation as to
mortgage legislation is as follows:

“A great deal of complaint comes from
over the state In regard to mortgages made
and executed In this stite, which have been
made, as a4 rule, to companles organized
under the laws of our state for the pur-
pose of loaning money. These mortgages
are sold Inthe East and in many cases the
party who strugeles through and pays his
Ioan finds that he has been swindied, and
fn order to clear his title he must agaln
pay the amonnt er Jose his home. Sectinn
3549 should be so aniended as Lo vequire
every asslgnment of mortgage, or note se-
cured by mortgage, to be pliwed on the rec-
ords in the county where the real estate is
located. This, In great measure, wiil guard
agalngt any recurrence of these swindles,
which are unjust and work great hardahip
to the people of the state. Such an enact-
ment witl enable the debitor to deal divectly
with hiy creditors, without the interyention
of somebody who preys upon the pecessitivs
of both."

Commissioner Breidenthal's recommend-
ations as to the changes in the banking laws
are commendoed to the attention of the leg-
{slature, and strict state supervision of
bullding and loan associations and of leau,
trust and investment companies urged.

A Stuto Rallrond Proposed.

YIf the corporations will accept such fust
and fair regulallon, subicct to veview hy
the supreme conrt of the stite; well and
good, but, in the future, as In the past,
they flock under the protecting wing of the
federal conrts, wheve jnstice to the people
seems not only bilnd as 1t showld be, but
deof and dumb also, then I advise the peo-
ple of the state of Kansas to stek for justico
ont of court.  Indoingso I can only ppint to
one route by which It can be obtained, and
that 15 for the states west of the Misslssippd
river to bulld o road of thelr own to tide-
wiater by the shortest and most direct route,
which will put them ina position te com-
mand the situation without getting {nto any
complication with the rallroad coms-
panies or with the federal courts. We
have at Galveston now a harbor that
can be entered safely by Lhe largest ships,
The federal povernment has expended
#06,000,000 in creating an outlet in Galveston
bay and providing a safe harbor for a term-
Inal point. In order to get to this harbor
there are noe mountaing to tunnel and no
large rivers to cross and no engineering
dimculties in the way. It Is practically a
plain upen which a road cannot only be
butlt, but can be operated as cheaply as any-
where in the world, At the preésent value of
labor and material a road can be bullt for
from $6,000 to $10,000 a mile, and it would
be as unjust to the people df this gencration
to ask them to support @ rallroad
bonded at Ba0,000 a mile as it would
have been lo the people of a preceding gen-
eration to haul thelr grain and merchian-
dise on the turnpike of that time, after they
had been parallelled by rallronds No doubt
the owners of stock In the turnplkes of that
day clalmed that they had o vested right to
falr Interest upon thelr investment, butthe
rallroads did not copsider the interesty of
the turnpike owner I any way. 'They sim-
ply superseded the turnpike, and If the rail-
road company of the prevent time do not re-
duce lhcgr capital to a basls upon which
rallroads can be bullt now, then the people
will be forced, as a last resort, to parallel
these roads as they did the turnplke,

Arguments for a Stato Rond.

“It the states ot Texas and Nebraska would
join us in the bullding of a line Lo Galveston
the expense of bullding such a road would be
merely nominal, when compared with the
vast sums of money that would be saved to
the citizens of these states through the
lowering of frelght rates; In fact, the over
charge above wbat {5 reasonable and falr
charge on grain upon the crop now existing
fn the state of Kansaswould pay all the
charges of completing such a road, were the
state of Huansay to undertake it herself.
Such a road, when completed, would place
the people of this state in a position of inde-

ndence {n the matter of transportation so

ar as the rallroad companits and the fed-
eral courts were concerned, and I do not be-
leve that such a move would be injurious to
the rallroad companies in the long run.

“The lowered rates of freight would at-
tract a great and constantly increasing
buslness by drawing trafic {a that direction,
and the decreased rate at which the rall-
roads would be compelled to carry frelght
would be made up in the volume of business.
The state of New York, by completing the
Erie canal and keeping the tolls at a low
rate, has caused the commerce of the coun-
try to flow in that divection, 50 as to make It
the great commercial mutropolls of the
country, but this dld pot retard the
Lullding of rallreads, which do husiness
In competition with {t; In fact, the
finest rallroad in the world, with four
tracks, was bullt for the purpese of com-
peting with this canal for business. The
total amount of money expended by the
stite of New York upon the Eriecanal, acs
cording to recent publications has heen
£1156,000,000, ‘and the receipts there-
from have been $132000000. If the
state of New York has profited so wastly
by pursuing this course, 1 think it woull be
policy Tor the West to quit taking their ad-
vice on commercivl affairs and begin to
follow their example. And elsewhere,
where it has been necessary tp compete
with water transportation in the carrving
of freight, railroads have never hesitated
to enter into that competition, The haul
from Chicago east to the Erie canal is
greatly reduced, becanse water transporta-
tion makes It necessary. The hsil from St
Louis to New Orleans is also made it alow
rate in exder to compete with water trans-
portation. These raflroads that do business
ata very low rate and in competition with
water transportation are inas good condi-
tion financially as rallroads which do not
have to compete in such a way, Therefore,
it seems to me that it would be wise for this
lepislature to ask the legisiatores of Texas
and Nebraska, whose state liws have been
set aside and annulled xs ours have been, to
consider the feasibility of such a plan, in

case the Jaws that I hope will be passed by
this leglalature should fall of success
Followlng John firown's Lead.

“Gentlemen of the legisiature, we cannot
hope, In the short space of ity diays, to cor-
rect all the mistakes, Lo remedy all the evlls

that have been made und have arisen
along with our magnilcent civilization, but
we should endeavor to accomplish such
results as will demonstrice to those who
follow us that our Intentions were good,
our actions determined and our counsels
Judicious. We are mere hands on the dial
plate of Kansas. The works are venedth
:?ml‘:'lml LS whm;cat I!l}l.llln: ?nd al half

e o 5 e,
neration ha!!“ puned a:: d::g‘ Joh:
own, of Osawatomle, struck one. Let us
wo live and so move while dressed in our
little brief authority that those who look
may hope that we have siruck two.

"Jnh:d Bruwnl of Osawatomie —he made our

d the XK
Adn:ﬂem nm thought so high, for
His names calls such a paeon forth, by Kaao-

sas pame and
Menp know the trall to runs, away
from every wrong. "
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botwesa them.

JOHN W. LEEDY,

THE JOKER'S CORNER.

WIT, HUMOR AND SATIRE ORIG~
INAL AND SELECTED.

"Aly Lady Falr”-—Trunsmigration Among
the Lowor Order of Apnlmuls—A Post
Xmaw Conversation -~Preparing for the
Wormt-——A Smuil Boy's Wish — Vigtim

s ERIZ she comes—
my lady—so fal-
and so line

From the gold of
her halr to the
glitter and shine

Of her Pompadour
sllk with Its ruf-
fles of lace—

A wonderful vislon
of fashion and
grace,

Here she comes—my lady—drawing on
the pink gloves

Which I know, even here, have the
scent that she loves;

And soft, as she moves her fingers of
ENOW,

I ¢nteh In the movement the sparkle
and glow,

Of the ring that I gave her—the dli-
mond solitalre

That marks her "my lady,” in Vanity
Fair;

My lady—my jewel—to have and to
hold

As her dinmend is held—in a setting
of gold.

My lady—my jewel-—would she sparkle
and glow

If inte the light [ shonld
go‘

And stand where ber begutiful eyes
would discover

n the flash of & momant, the eyed of
her lover?

suddenly

Wouldl she tura to my glance us the
diamond turns

To light all its rays, till it blushes
and burnsg?

Should I, standing thus, in that mo-
ment—her lover,

Be the light, all the light of her sounl to
discover?

AL, my lady--my jewel—so fair and so
fine,

Of your soul [ have had little token or
sign;

When | put on your finger that dia-
mond solitalre,

¥ knew 1 was buying in Vanity Falr

Transmigrntion,

Webfool —Didn't Elder Swipes zay
there is probably a bird heaven?

Von Gobblokins—Yes, why?

Webfoot—1 was just thinking that
Christmas morning you and 1 would
be birds of Paradise, : ] '

Yictlm of Slang.

Mr. Skemer—Mrs. Sapmind, I am
golng to bring a visitor around this
evening to introduce to your danghter.
I think he will be n good eateh for her.

Mrs, Sapmind—What sort of a per-
son is he, Mr. Skemer? -

Mr. Skemer—He {8 a wealthy planter.

Mrs. Sapmipd--1 don’t care how
wealthy he ls, I'll never let my daugh-
ter marry an undertaker.—Boston
Courier. hll
i

Proepaving for the Worst.

“Vy, Hans, how It vos dot you again
von 8o mooch getrunken?"

“It ke dis I8. 1 vas heared dot.dere
vos some talk like dey vos going to in-
crease dot beer tax soon yet. So 1
git me pooty full vile dere Is yet blenty
time."—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Wanted to Work Mim,

First Tramp—Couldn’t you work the
old dame for a medl?

Second Tramp—No; she wanted me
to saw wood for it

“l] see; she wanted to work you for
it"—Yonkers Statéesman,

is Fond Hope.

Mrs. G. (as her husband departs for
a club meeting)—If you're later than
midnight I sha'n't speak to you,

G.—I hope you won't, dear.—London
Figaro.

A Post Xmas Chat.

Smith—Why, hello, Brown, did you
hang up your stocking last Christmas?
Brown—No. My evercoat, .

Rmall Dop's Wish,
First Small Boy—I wish I had that 5
cents back that 1 epent for candy,
Second Small Boy—What would you
do with It? 5
First 8mall Boy—Ruy more candy.—
Boston Courlar




