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'KATE ELMORE, LEADING LADY

A Chapter From the Life of

Jack came bhome from school to his fath- a Famous Actress anybody then.” ‘Tom was pot to be put oft
;;"l l’u:ng’nl. ul% hah:;v:; wun't bw:':fu’ln. nol:ln;:ly as that, so he sald he would wait

a an 5 mother make a or ou 3
By G. R, SIMS As he was turning from the door a

life, The mother's friends did a little for
her, and she managed to get a little house
of furaitlire together and to let lodglngs to
olty clerks and so to make both ends bread
and cheese. Jack, thanks to the same peo-
ple—poople who had kinown the Smedleys
in their *“better days"—was lucky enough
to obtain n situation in the office of a stock-
brokeér, He was really only a superior er-
rand boy at first, but he was pald ten
¢hillings a week, and that was o wonderful
help to the widow in her struggles with the
- landlord snd the rate colleclor, not to men-
tion the baker and the butcher,

Jack wes a handsome boy and an amiable
boy, He had been a favorite at schoal, and
he was soon a favorite with his employers.
He was quick, bright and industrious, and al-
ways a gentleman. After he had been In
the oMce two years he was a clerk and had
£75 a year, and when he was tweniy-one
be was & superior clerk and had £150,

It was just when he oame of age that
his mother died, and then Jack having
waound up her lttle estate, wenl into lodg-

foally, things golug ug o well, they took
longer holldays than ukual and dido’t mind
about belng away both together. “Mr,
Smedley” ‘was now practioally the firm, and
cllents asked for no one else. 1! one of the
artners was in aod saw n clent, the client
ust sald, “"How d'ye do? and then sald
he would walt and see Mr. Smedley.

When thiogs were in this delightful posi-
tion Mr. Smedley was very different g:am
the Jack Smedley of old days, He was as
handsome and amiable as ever, but not so
econtmical. He had a beautiful house In
town, and hin wife had her horses and dia-
mou&l, and they gave grand parties and had
Inunched out in a life which was a costly
and extravagant one,

CONTINUED FROM SELTION ONE.

to her husband's creditors without murmur,
nnd went back to live with her mother, hop-
ing sgainst hope that she would hear some-

thing of Jack; that he would let her know
where he was and give her the means of
jolning him. But the weeks grew Into
months and still there came no slgn, and
presently a year had goune by and she was
still in utter ignorance of her husband's
whereabouts,

Bhe feit that he had treated her very
mall{; the shame was bad enun;ha the
terrible suspeuse was worse. She didn't
even koow if he was alive or dead. At
lnst she made up her mind that he must be
dead, He might have committed suicide—
drowned himself, Mrhls.—nnd this was the

n

young lady came up from the stage, dressed
for the streel.

“Oh, Mrs. Wilson," said the doorkeeper,
“there s the gentleman as wants to see
your husband."

Tom turned and looked at the young lady.
Bhe was very pretty and about four and
twenty.

“I beg your pardon,” sald Tam, hesitating
and wondering how he should get oul what
was on his mind without making a mess
of it. “I only wanted to nsk Mr. Wilion a
question.”

“Perhaps I ecan answer IL" replled the
young lady, looking at Tom with a search-
ing glance.

YI—er—I'm afrald not, I'd sooner wait
for him. [ shan't detain’ him a mioute."”

“1I'll go and see If he can leave the man-
nger for & moment,” sald the young lady,
und| she went down the stairs to the stage
again,

Tom walted and waited, The actors and
actresses passed out, and presently the fire-
man came upstairs

ings and started, In the elegant phrase of
the period, “entitely on his own " a Everybody ;nrw d:h!t I.'lluk didn't do oi& on nl:nn that slunlnlfd' g ﬂ:i.! his flight the ‘“gean Mr. Wilson1” sald the stage door-
Fortunately for young Smedley, before his o EF il P . B Sl T g e e et oaid have keeper. “This gentleman's walting for
Independence, his “loneliness, his handsome year on £1,000. t there wan no myste @ wondered often wbat coul ave In- g0
face and his oharming manners bad led him about it. Jack, with his Intimate koowl- duced him to turn dishonest. Bhe bad never “Bverybody's gone,” replied the fireman. |
into the dangerous by-paths of Londou life, ©0%¢ of the markets, had made coup after asked for luxury, tho she had acceptod  wppaps ain‘t anybody in the house now.' '
he fell over hend snd ears In love with & coup on his own nccount, so it was maid, It when It came. And Jack himselfl had “How lopg has Mr, Wilson been gone 1
pretty. young lady who lodged with her Why, it was a common gossip that during always appeared quite contented and happy ponev | I
Hiammn in the bouse, Rose Lencroft was a 0B¢ panic ho had made —ever £30,000 fn in the days when they practiced economy. 4T dan't koow!the company. By Dats, but i
lady. Her papas had been a lleutenant in American ralls, and out of the electric light Yonr sucoeeded year, and still no news ers :ll:n't nl:::m lett lg tI{n ey ey ;
;.he ulw.d l-l:;_lt ';“}'o dlled of ma!t"i.ldh‘l'?: mﬁ.r%g;og'oh“ Insted he had cleared g;,".:?dmm" uﬁ:,':ﬁ%’ﬁﬁthﬁ {;:: tell you that," was the reply. : i
n some dreadful forelgn seaport, and le ol 2 WA "
his wife and little daughter about £160 & Ong ;ltnr—!th 'r:: A week &ﬂon thls din-  side of the grave .;he‘wt:nldmn:; :::r husband il'r‘ﬁt'm;.;gu t‘l::mnl::n ud:ogrfgt;r.“dtl;r': )
yoar. Mrs. Leacroft llked the handsome :1:{1' o y!.llw rn; A P A < Th';n h:d o 1d m - wife must have gono through the frant." i
youns stockbroker they called Jack very (b RRFIACHE-SG0 Pariners Same NP I3 SOEr e e wealthy widow named Mon- heo T - d to the conolu- !
much Indeed. He was a gentleman, and n:‘n..dlm n'f‘ a; u’nn , D :‘msth rﬂlm ¥, & wuuﬁu w r n . on- Then o::'a. at once Jl:lriﬂwh.d s wl;ﬂ )
his family were “known,” and Mrs. Lea- Ilr v t:t tu'o u'hty invited Mr, Smed- orlll. lndhmepl the posit onuu‘ ‘Idm‘l!l; III&II galT € young tlll' " 2 l:on 4
croe hougnl 3 gt Gel of tamily. Euer 177 (0, 10v0r U Wi, o moment” cone - pagieh U, e L, O e o cbne  hak b itppedout e tumt 1o awod |
ple who come down In the world generally  YOuoR G G, BEREC COA £ his  Bdef but berselt T o Do Ome K0 OORe O ting him.  And this convinced him fthat |
do, It Is a great cobsointlon to them in oy “"d M:‘ :o'l n conslderation of his & '!‘ !l“ orsell. - . meeting him. :wud ﬁ, |lm lu !
their poverty to know that no sbabbiness, llltnl;' an . ng. faithful service, they T8, t;ncrlec l:; about to take a long  his wurmise w:lwrmi and t Jt tteam: gr !
no short commons, no Indignity on the part ::1‘ termined to take him into partner- eo:tlmu llm:r. !?ﬂa uh.n‘ap of -a-m f'"‘u’“" ?m ey's volee was Jack Smed- !
of landlords or tradespeople can rob them OF osites Tail ked b ot & °“’u::'“;:: g ba he i 5. t  ley himself !
of their birthright. They may be poor, but 3 00 '?‘m Tt than om effusively m"{fh mhu dl Sheed nde thm“' . 56 Tom Yarborough blurted out his story, for '
they are “well born' Thelr clothes may ream o e—never repay their kind- sufle upder ¢ long harass he was full of ft. It w not untll he saw R
be the worse for wear, they may ride in  Hess, ete and suspense she had endured. the efféect of his narrative upon poor Rose
omnibuses, end they may not always have Then they went into detalls and explained On the evening that was to be her last  that it ocourred to him that he had done }
buteher's meat for dinner, but still they are that as there was to be a portnarlhlp. every- In the .Ml'lllll she had ooccupled since her gn ynwise thing. \
Indles and gentlemen by birth. thing must of course be ‘done in a proper mother's death, she was busy packing 'her “I don't belleve it, Mr. Yarborough,” she a
When Mrs, Leacroft found that Jack YAY: aadh 80 an l,_.mnmnnml. would come  boxes, Ihln’ the landlndy’ came up t0 SAY  .yolaimed, ber eyes flling with tears, “I §
Smedley was a “real” gentleman, she smiled lt?i‘ g0 through the books and put every- that a geutloman wished to see her. don't believe it. My husband was oruel to K
upon him and was gracious, and sbe dis- thing straight, so that they might make a It was so unusual for any one to oall o o0 "mo ae he did. He has been cruel }
“covered that her “people” had in some Perfectly fair and business-like start as be-  upon Mrs, Smedley that for a moment & . 'y ve me [n doubt and suspense all these R
yenrs gone by known some of his *“peoplo.” tween themselves and their new and junlor wild Idea fiashed ncross her mind that It years, but surely he would mot venture buck [
and she was able to tell him whom his Partaer. i L was Jack. But the e aain ‘B®  again and run the risk of detection—and }
fAy great aunts married and what relation he Quite right,” sald Jack; and it was moment it was born, for the lan added, “ELTLL T !
1o was by marrisge to several peopls who Il;‘ﬂogl!"ﬁh'u’lbll!hﬂllt lnlm::uai‘ shouh‘lh come ﬁ’m'i'-" that name's Yarborough, Bhe could mot bring herssl? to say what
T occasionally figured in the llat of presenta- B OF 00 (IOWEE, RUCCer, 00 KO Choald | “Tom Yarborough,” said Rose to hersel, WAS In her mind, which was that wicked
tof - tions to Her Majesty and among the guests L3 8 - ll.III ug ' na ersell, T sack Bmodliy to her, be
0l at the balls and receptions of the season be drawn up and the partnership should be h:aﬂmh can he want? I mgn: he's P s ) bnn" bo Costia’ Bk !
- w . MA“ 'hm; J'f: '“uﬁn" dﬁ t:r:d flh,'.: “t';‘lt::. night of the dinner party was the to u,r‘ : lh';o.?lu e to Bogland  ealling  adother woman his !
=~ 4 were in love w each otber, iy !
".F b3 . }an’cmn was glad. Mr. Smedley was a ris- 7"ght before the accountant was to com- Bhe came down stairs bﬂlh parlor to '"E;"“ ber cariost T P
ﬂi" ’ 155 _JOURE IOAN. ENE A e i IIM'M Wmm wrm“nm u!. ht temen e that h hmba::lummlimmi near Lon-
R, Mol position 1n thy sity, ADd UhmE s Suet and Minsed Bis wite, tolling ber be had to g0 | "1 e o won't mind my calling on don revived all the old feslings of doubt
- ) -,,3 F::llr‘?‘“ ot of fown o wee  cllent of the firm's you so late” he expiaf “but I've only and anxiety which she had after a lapse
\ Ja 3t was not s very long mm‘:ll'ét :’5 :rhe wa’; il and wanted (o out his  Just l;u:u out wheré you I've soma of mn.o:::u:::. e K
L . mon' 1l were -'“ a h"” '”h.. new g ., % =
R = Ronm.lfe:em:u.rﬂ:d. and?fur took a tiny I8 Boﬂm,‘ 2, 1 }anw’“tht It 1s," gasped Rose, “you've this matter out. 1 Sohatl down to this
R little house in the Camden-road and had ° ? to the office and the partners "‘:9? oy place. WIll you come with me?™ .
p i ome little mald-of-all-work and were very Mere afrald he was i1l and sent up to his on, I belleve I have, “Certainly,” said Tom, feol that he
: economical, for they had dotermined to saye house. Mrs. Smedley, astonished, wrote a The next minute Tom had dashed out Into  wuq =iy for it,” "but—aor—hadn't I better .
o e all they could and never, mever to get into note to say be had gone out of towyn for mnnmmmlummhmm.l nmmm“ﬂ_ You ses, I may
iy debt or to 12“1: out. béyond iheir means. A b e NS ML BhE SR S B -See ve u-!tmmm aftor all” o
’ was & e home, an grow astonlshed, © *No, Tl I can't rest now
_ b ae Tk position Improved and they and couldn’t make It out: and didn't When the lanalady and Tom between "%y oy 0, T,
iy " Rai’a big STOWD-up ':;7“" and the little the accountant struck them speocchless with them . round Rose was Mrs. - for the i

1 Vi Arawing-room n fll with elegant horror and amasemeni by Iahr-l%oth u!mtm h"l‘jnn tm:“. e Moucrel mmu hat “mw ot

; i : nick-nacks, and had prottier and more 1hat there was a sum of L.000 8. been din nmu G alane, h-o‘ A el "

g speasive dresws, and they, could give mod ek, g g e b | Py miles trom® London, and after her in town for a few daye’ )
L Ittle dinner parties apd take thelr boli- wmle‘hhmulhmmmh :';"‘"‘W o= rom : - Tho\ Ay Jod L
dignp — day comfortably at the seaside, Dot In lodg~ g%, & closer Investigation, and (Imner (o] haente WA BaTly G Em . More: Biondley went io the the: 1 |

o g - Pt B Rons house apd then there was mo doubt as to the motive The plece was not up to much and the ater. T was a play—the bill $
héaes: - had stalls ut the theaters and at the of the confidential clerk's rance. wan only a small traveling one, but  had been changed, and there was no Mr.
H apd & hired bro * took Mﬂvm He bad embeazled during the last yoars  the of the man who played one of ‘Wilson In the cast §
el = brought them home, and they soon an About £50,000, and the offer of a partner- the parts Instantly arrested Tom's atten- Tom went round to the stage door -
15 taste the pleasure of being "well-to-do.” -Mg..hd necessitated a thorough balancing tion. He listened and listened, and the  jpterviewsd the stage doorkesper again. .
red with Jack after his - 3
L balanting he had pot mare he lstened the more the (dea haunted Did be know If Mr. Wilson was
i A Y he firm had M%Iﬂu:f&ﬂﬂl thought it advi=able to honor, with his pree- %.Mkmmh:ﬂ Bmed- m'mwmumu\].-hw“.
Ty him re. They wers delighted him . Aresn was referred to }
mow. He was married, and that removed &S ﬂthm'&lxdm#r:m wwﬂ&mﬁ -

l- the last drawback to thelr complete confi- Jack Smedl sﬁh&nﬂmmn serutinleed " . . “'h“ﬁr-l m on ;
ol et S Sateniy e el STV el SRR IR R I S R B el e (-
ri of tial clerk 2.8 - :m:?tm;“u?';:“.um E‘MM& Mg.ﬂh &w&‘zh -n:':-:mmm d
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t _ S0 purfect was the fiem’s fafth in Jack nome steps in the matter, and they doter- WAS I the presenos of is long lodt friend.  doe 1o them, and manager couldn’t un- !
,,35 that, when the head clerk started fu busi- nlmﬂwmhh:;ﬂﬂ.”hnk- The actor's name was given in the pro-  derstand It
st AT B noss for himself, Jnck took hin place, and  sued advertisements a rewsrd was of- Gram as "Mr. J. Wilson." As soon ax the Tom understosd it and Rose }

ﬁ--. from moment was absolute. He saw fered for his apprebension. Bul pet the rrhmmwmm-ﬁ-um_ understood It Smediey had veotured

0 SEE S the prineipal clients, the biggest sl trace was ever found of the fu- hin and went round to the stage Mmhu«h,.mmmm 1

e b, signed cheoks {h the firm’'s pame, and  gitive. door. -tmnwhrmul forgolten and that the stroliing actor t
ald g&m&owﬁumﬂulmm' Poor Rose at first utterly refused to be-  Asked If he could to Mr. mo_ome would recogmize him. Be i
: a, mwm-unnwmnuu& lieve that her Busband mg--c- soe, sir, name Bad bees ol that s Mr. ¥ £
' ” had their “pile.” gradually left the m".m: after she ex- “Say Mr. Yarborough. to see him he that was 3
T business more and more to him, until at last  pected that he find some meats of ﬂm“m%m discoversd and be had w‘m

s they did as he told them, inslead of lelling commmnicating with her and Jetting ber returned to say that “Mr was en- him the woman who his
on = - bim what Le was fo d0 for them. And know where be was gsged with the manager and could mot see  wife




