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CHAPTER XIIL

HEN Dr. Walker
had departed, the
Admiral packed all
hils posrsessions back
Into his sea chest,
with the exceptlon
of one lttle brass-
bound desk. This
he unloocked, and
took from it a domen
or 8o blue sheets of
paper all mottled
over with stamps
and seals, with very large V. R.'s
printed upon the heads of them. He
tied thess carefully Into o small bundle,
and placing them In the inner pocket of

" his ooat, he selzed his stick and hat.
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. shirking it."

“Oh, John, don't do this rash thing."
orled Mrs. Denver, laying her hands
upon his sleeve, "I have seen so little
of you, John. Only three years since
wou left the service. Don't leave me
agaln. I know It In weak of me, but I

+ eannot bear it,”

~ “There's my own brave lass" said
he, smoothing down the grey-shot halr,
“We've lived In honor together, mother,
and, pleasge (God, In honor we'll die, No
matter how debts are made, they have
Bot to be met, and what the boy owes
we owe. He has not the money, and
how I8 he to find 1t? He can’t find It
What then? It becomes my business,
and there's only one way for I&.”

“But It may not be so very bad, John.
y, Had we not best wait until after he
< ges thess people tomorrow 1

They may glve him little time, lass.
But I'll have a care that I don't go so
far that T ean’'t put back agaln, Now,
muther, there's no use holding me, It'a
got to be done, and there's no sense In
He detached her fngers
from hiu sleeve, pushed her gently back
into an arm-chalr, and hurried from the

. house.

In less than half an hour the Admiral
waa whirled into Victoria Statlon and
found himself amid a dense bustling
throng, who jostled and pushed in the
crowded terminua. His errand, which
had seemed feasible'enough In his own
room, began now to present difficulties
in the carrying out, and he puzzled over
how he should take the first steps.
Amid the stream of business men, each
hurrying on his definite way, the old
senman In his grey tweed sult and black
goft hat strode slowly along, his head
sunk and him brow wrinkled In per-
plexity. Suddenly an ldea occurred to
him. He walked back to the rallway
stall and bought a dally paper. This
he turned and turned untll & certain
column met his eye, when he smoothed
It out, and carrying It over lo a seat,
proceeded to read it at his lelsure,

And, Indeed, as & man read that
column, It seemed strange to him that
there should stlll remain any one In this
world of ours who should be in stralts
for want of money, Here were whole
lines of gentlemen who were burdened
with a surplus in thelr Incomes, and
who were loudly calling to the poor and
neady to come and take It off their
hands. Here waas the gulleless person
who was not o professional moneylend=
er, but who would be gind to corre-
spond, éte, Here, too, waa the pecommo-
dating Individual who advanced sums
from ten to ten thousand pounds with-
out expense, seourity or delay. “The
money actually pald over within a few
hours,"” ran this fascinating advertize-
ment, conjurlag up a vision of swift
messengers rushing with bags of gold
to the ald of-the poor struggler. A
third gentleman did all business by per-
sonal application, advanced money on
dnything or nothing; the lightest and
alrlest promise was enough to content
him according to his circular, and finally
he never asked for more than five per
‘cent. This struck the Admiral as far
the most promislng, and his wrinkles
relaxed, and his frown softened away
a8 he gazed at I, Fe folded up the
paper, rosa from the seal, and

satmacott.

’[ i,{ound himself face to face with Charles

“Hullo, Admirall"

“Hullo, Westmagott!” Charles had
always been a favorlte of the seuman's.
““What are you doing here?"

“Oh, I have been dolng a little busl-
neas for my aunt. But I have never
seen you in London before.”

“I hate the place, It smothers me.
There's not a breath of clean alr on this
#lde of Ureenwich. But maybe you
know your way about pretty well In the
city "

*Well, I know something about it
You see 've never lived very far from it,
and I do a good deal of my nunt's busi-
ness.

“Maybe you know Bread Street?”

It is out of Cheapalde.”

“Well then, how do you steer for it
from here? You make me out a courss
‘and I'l keep to it

*“Why, Admiral, I have nothing to do.
I'll take you there with pleasure.”

“Wil you, though? Well, I'd take it
very kindly If you would, I have busl-
neas there. Smith & Hanbury, finanolial
mgents, Bread Street.”

The palr made their way to the river-
#ide, and so down the Thames (o Bt

. Paul's landing—a mode of travel which

was much more to the Admiral's taste
than 'bus or cab. On the way he told
his companion hls mission and the
muun which led to It. Charles West-

LMmtt knew little enough of city life
And the ways of business, but at least
had more experience In both than

Admiral, and he made up his mind
not to leave him until the matter was
pettled.

*Thesas are the people,” suld the Ad-
miral, twisting round hia paper, and

-~

B 1

BY_A.CONAN DOYLD

seemed to him the most promising, It
sounds honest and above board, does it
not? The personal interview looks as
If there wera no trickery, and then no
one could object to five per cent."

“No, It seems falr enough.”

"It I8 not pleasant to have to go hat
In hand borrowing money, but there
are times, a8 you may find before you
are my age, Westmacott, when A man
must stow away his pride, But here's
thelr number, and thelr plate is on the
corner of the door,"”

A narrow enirance was flanked on
elther side by a row of brasses, ranging
upwards from the shipbrokers and the
solleltors who oceupled the ground
floors, through a long sudcession of
West Indlan agents, architeats, survey-
ors, and brokers, to the firm of which
they wera in quest. A winding stone
stalr, well carpeted and ratled at first
but growlng shabbler with every land-

ing, brought them pasl Innumerable
doors untll, at last, just under the
ground-glass roofing, the names of
Smith & Hanbury were to be seen
painted In large white letters acrosa n
panel, with a Inconie Invitation to push
beneath 1, Following out the sugges-
tlon, the Admiral and his companion
found themselves (n a dingy apartment,
ill Ht from a couple of glazed windows.
An Ink-stalned table, littered with pens,
papers, and almanacs, an American
cloth sofa, three chalra of varying pat-
terns, and a much-worn carpet, con-
stituted all the furniture, save only a
very large and obtrusive porcelaln spit-
toon, and a gaudily framed and very
somber ploture which hung above the
fireplace. Bitting In front of this ple-
ture, and staring gloomily at i, as belng
the only thing he could stare at, was a
small sallow-faced boy with a Ilarge
head, who in the intervals of his art
studies munched sedately at sn apple.

“Is Mr. 8mith or Mr. Hanbury in?"*
asked the Admiral,

“There aln't no such people” sald
the small boy,

“But you have the pames on the
door."

“Ah, that Is the name of the firm, you
sep, It's only a name. It's Mr. Reuben
Metaxa that you wanta,"

“Well, then, {8 he in?"

“No, he's not."*

“When will he be back?"

“Can't tell, I'm sure. He's gone to
lunch, Bometimes he takes ona hour,
and sometimes two, IVl be two today,
I 'spect, for he sald he was hungry
afore he went.”

“Then I suppose we had better call
agaln,” sald the Admiral,

“Not a bit,” cried Charles. “I know
how to manage these little imps, See
here, you young varmint, here's a shil-
ling for you. Run off and fetch your
master. If you don't bring him hers in
five minutes I'll clump you on the side
of the head when you get back. Bhoo!
Scat!" He charged at the youth, who
bolted from the room and clattered
madly down-stalrs,

“He'll feteh him," sald Charles. “Let
us make ourselves at home. This sofa
does not feel over and above safe, It
was not meant for fifteen-stone men,
But this doesn't look quite the sort of
place where one would expeot to plek up
money,"

“Just what I was thinking," sald the
Admiral, looking ruefully about him.

“Ah, well! I have heard that the
best furnlshed offices generally belong
to the poorest floma. Let's hope it 1s
the opposlte here. ‘They can't spend
much on the management anyhow.
That pumpkin-headed boy was the staff,
I gupposs. Ha, by Jove, that's his
volee, and he's got our man, I think!"

As he spoke the youth appeared in
the doorway with a small, brown, dried-
up little chip of & man at his heels, He
wis clean shaven and blue-chinned,
with bristiing black halr, and keen
brown eyes which shone out very
brightly from between pouched under-
llds and drooplng upper ones, He ad-
vanced, ginncing keenly from one to
the other of his visitors, and slowly
rubblng together hls thin, blue-velned
hands;, The small boy closed the door
behind him, and directly vanished,

“I am Mr. Reuben Metaxa," sald the
moneylender,  “Was It about an ‘ad-
vance you wished Lo ges me?”

“Yﬂ."

“For you, I presume?” turning {o
Charles Westmacott.

“No, for this gentleman."

The moneylendar looked uurprised
“How much did you deslre?"

“T thought of five thousand pounds,”
sald the Admiral.

And on what security 7

“I am & retired admiral of the Brit-
ish navy. You will find my nama {n the
Navy List. There is my card. 1 have
here my pension papers, I get £850 a
year, I thought that perhaps If you
were to hold these papers It would be
securily enough that I should pay you,
You vould draw my pension, and repay
yourselves at the rate, say, of 00 a
year, tnking your five per cent Interest
ng well"

"What Intereal?”

“Five per cent per annum.”

Mr.Metaxa laughed. “"Per annum!"
he gald. "“Flve per cenl a month."

"“A month! That would be sixty per
cent a year,”

"Preclsely."”

"But that |s monstrous.”

"I don't ask gentlemen to coma to me,
They come of thelr own fres will. Those
are my terms, and they can take It or
lenve IL"

“Then I shall leave 1t Tha Ad-
miral rose angrily from hia chalr,

“But one moment, sir. Just sit down
and we shall chat the matter over.
Yours Is a rather unusual cass and we
may find some other way of doing what
you wish. Of course the securlty which
you offer Is no security at all, and no
sang man would advance five thousand
pennies on IL”

"No security? Why not, sir?

“You might dle tomorrow. You are
not a young man. What age are you7?"

"Sixty-three.”

Mr., Metaxa turned over a long eol-
umn of figures, “Here In an actuary's
table,” sald he. “At your time of life

the average expectaney of lfe Is only

a few yeara even In a well-preserved
man," .

“Do you msan to Insinuate that I am
not & well-preserved man?"

“"Well, Admiral, it Is & trylng life at
gea, Sallors In thelr younger days are
gay dogs, and takelt out of themseives.
Then when they grow older they are
still hard at It, and have no chance of
rest or peace. I do not think a sallor's
life a good one."

“I'll tell you what, sir," sald the Ade-
miral hotly, “If you have two palrs of
gloves I'll undertnke to knoek you out
under three rounds, Or I'll race you
from here to 8t. Paul's, and my friend
here will see fair. I'll let you se2
whether I'm an old man or not.,”

““This {8 beside the question,” sald the
money-lender with a deprecatory shrug.
“The point |s that if you dled to-mor-
row where would ba the security then?"”

“I could Insure my lfe, and make the
policy over to you,”

“Your premiums for such a sum, If
any office would have you, which I very
much doubt, would come to close on five
hundred & year, That would hardly
sult your book.

“Well, alr, what do you intend to pro-
pose?”’ msked the Admiral,

“T might, to accommodate you, work
it In another way. I should msend

upon your life. Then I might see wha!
could be done.”

“That is quite falr. I have no objec-
tion to that.”

“There Is o very clever doctor ln the
streat here. Proudle Is his name. John,
go and fetech Doctor Proudle' The
youth was disprtched upon his errand,
while Mr. Metaxa sat at hls desk, trim-
ming his nalls, and shooting out little
gomments upon Lthe weather. Presently
feot were heard upon the stalrs, the
moneylender hurried out, thers was a
sound of whispering, and he returned
with a large, fat, greasy-looking man,
clad in & much worn frock-coat, and a
very dllapldated top hat.

YDogptor Proudie, gentlemen,'"” sald Mr.
Metaxa.

The doctor bowed, smiled, whipped oft
his hat, and produeed his stethoscope
from Its interlor with the alr of & con-
jurer upon the stage. “*Which of these
gentlemen am I to examine?”’ he asked,
blinking from one to the other of them.
“AN, it Is you! Only your walsteoat!
You need not undo your collar, Thank
you! A full breath! Thank you! Ninety-
nine! Thank you! Now hold your
breath for a moment, Oh, dear, dear,
what s this I hear?"

“What 13 It then?” asked the Admiral
coolly,

“Tut! tut! This 1s a great pity. Have
you had rheumatic fever?"

“Never."

“You hnve had some serious lliness?"

“Never."

“Ah, you are an admiral. You have
been abroad, troples, malaria, ague—I
know."

“1 have never had a day’s llinesa.”

“Not to your knowledge; but you have
{nhaled unhealthy aly, and It hos left
its effect. You have an organle mur-
mur—slight but distinet.,”

“Is it dangerous?"

“It might at any time become 0. You
should not take vielent exercise.”

“Oh, Indeed. It would hurt me to run
a half mile?"

“Tt would be very dangerous.”

“And a mila?"*

“Would be almost certainly fatal”

“Then there 18 nothing else the mat-
ter?"

“Na. But If the heart Is wenk, then
everythlng {8 weak, and the 1lfe Is not &
sound one,’

“You see, Admiral," remarked Mt
Metaxa, as the doctor secreted hls nteth-
ossops once more in hia hat, "my re-
mirks weré not entirely uncalled for.
I am gorry thut the doctor's opinlon ia
not more favorable, but this Is & matter
of business, and verluln obvlous pre-
cautions must be taken.'

*0f course, Then the matter is at an
end."

“Well, we might even now do busi-
negy, I am most anxious to be of use to
you. How long do you think, doetor,
that this gentleman will In all proba-
billty live?™

“Well, well, It's rather o dolicate ques-
tion to anawer,'” sald Mr. Proudle, with
n show of embarrasiment,

"“Not a bit, sir, Out with it! I have
faced death too often to flinch from it
now, though I saw It as near me as you
are”

(TO NA CONTINURD, ) -

RIVERS OF THE DESERT.

Some of the Sirange Pranks They Flay
Now and Then.

A large contractor s authority for the
statement that in proportion to the
number of streams, there are more
bridges in arid reglons than In any
other section of the country., Of course,
he only referred to such bridges as apan
what were formerly or aie now the well
defined channels of running water. In
parts of the southwest creeks and rivers
often appear and disappear so qulekly
that It is not known whence they come
nor whither they go. Sometimes a
stream vanishes and leaves no signs;
sometimes its disappearance Is marked
by an Incrense of water in the neigh-
boring river; sometimes [t cuts for
itself & nice channel, bul whatever be-
comes of it the old bed is usually left
perfectly dry. These changes genarally
take place after a flood and necessitate
the construction of new bridges. One
little rivalet in southern Callfornia has
required the bullding of five distinet
bridges, About two years ago the
Southern Pacific raliroad lost a stream
ealled the Whitewnter river, which had
never been known to fall before, Dur-
ing the wet season it became an nngry,
turbulent and destructive flood, bul
when the rain ceased, It gradually dis.
apeared and left no traces of Its future
course.

A young explorer was sure that he

could find the mouth of any stream,
and go eeleoting one whose outlet was
not known, be began his tour of inves.
tigation. After riding many hours
through the heat and sand, his atten-
tion was for a short time attracied by
other objects, when suddenly he re-
membered his mission, and looked for
his river, but not a drop of waler was
in sight. “Wall," he exclalmed, “T
found that the darned thing went inlo
the ground anyhow.”
An old timer says that many of the
smaller streams of the desert have no
headwaters or oullets, but simply an
inltial and a final ending.

{

THAT ADDRESS ON EGYPT.

Prof Petrie Holds That Arabs Cannot
Boecome Foglishmen,

Prof. Flinders Petrie's paper bafore
the Britlsh assoclation on the effects
of modern civilization 15 ona of the most
remarkable contributions of our day to
the literaturs of education, According
to him, “every civillzation iz the grow-
Ing product of a very complex set of
conditions,” and “lo attempt to alter
#uch a system apart from its conditions
I8 impossible. No change s legltimate
or beneficlal to the real character of a
people except what flows from convic-
tion and the mnatural growth of the
mind,” To force upon other racea a
elvilization “developed in a cold coun-
try, amid one of the hardest, least sym-
pathetic, and most self-denying and
galeulating peoples of all the world, 1s
death; wo make a deadhouse and call it
elvilization, Scarcely a single race can
bear the contact and the burden. And
then we talk complacently about the
mysterious decay of savages before
white men.” Of the modern Egyptian

i under the Influence of Anglo-Saxon clv-
for a medleal man, and have an opinlon |

{lizatlon he says: “The Eunropeanized
Egyptian I8 in most cases the more biot-
ting paper of clvilization, ®* * * You
manufacture idlots, Some of the peas-
antry are taught to read and write, and
the result of this burden which their
fathers bore not Is that they become
An Egyptian who has had reading and
Egyptian who has had reading and
writing thrust upon him la, In every
case that I hayve met with, hall-witted,
silly, or Incapable of taking care of
himself, ®= * * With the Copt this ls
quita different; his fathera have been
deribes for thousands of years, ® ® *®
Observation of thesa people leads to
the view that the average man cannot
receive much more knowledge than his
Immedinte ancestors. * * * Our big-
oted bellef in reading and writing s
not in the least justified when we look
at the mass of mankind.” Concluding,
he gaid: “It Is the business of anthro-
pology to step in and make a knowl-
edge of other civilizations a part of all
decent education, The origin and util-
Ity of the varlous customs and habils
need to be polnted out, and in what
wiLy they are reasonable and needful to
the well being of the community. And,
above all, we ought to Impress on every
boy that this elvilization+in which he
grows 18 only one of Innumerable ex-
periments in life that have been tried;
that it Is by no means the only success-
ful one, or, perhaps, not the most suc-
cesaful, that there has been, that there
are many other solutions of the prob-
lems of community and culture which
are as good me our own, and that no
one solution will it & differant race,
climate, or aet of conditions. * * * The
books required for such reading should
cover the lfe of Greece, Romeo, Baby-
lon, Egypt and Mexico In anclent times;
and China, India, Persia, Russia, Spain,
and one or two low civilizations, such
as the Andamans and the Zulus, in
modern times. Nelther hlstorles nor
travels are wanted for this purposs, but
a gelection of the literature which shall
moat illustrate the soclal life and frame
of the community, with full explana-
tions and fillustrations, * * * Whera
no literature 18 avallable n vivid study
of the nature of the practiecal working
of their civillzation should take iu
plnce."

PEN POINTS,

All good men don't make good hus-
bands.

What we know about yesterday
doesn't seem to help ua much with to-
morrow,

The world contains mary “tired
women" who wouldn't rest If they had
the opportunity.

A woman won't lle for her own sake
nearly so easlly as sho will for the sake
of pomebody elss,

Most sentiment 18 linble to mildew It
not carefully looked after.

Cupld shoots his arrow through a
pocketbook when he doesn't take alm.

A womun can't be any more con-
stant than a man, but she can keep It
up much longer.

Cupld i represented as a child, be-
canse an aduolt Cupld would be chased
out of the country for reckless shoot-

Ing.

HUMOROUS.

Conductor—DId I got your fare? Pas-
senger—I guess so; I didn't see yon
ring It up for the company.—Roxbury
Gazette,

“Help! Help!" crled the man who
was being robbed. “Calm yourself,"
gald the highwaman; 1 don't need any
asalgtance,”—Town Toples.

Johnny—Papa, what does [t mean
when they say & man Is ‘his own worst
enemy !’ Papa—It generally meana that
he drinks like a flsh.—Puck.

“He didn't have the sand to proposs,
did he, Bessie?" “Yes; but she re-
Jected him. She sald that while he had
the sand to propose he didn't have the
rocks to marry.”"—Harper's Magnazine.

Lawyer—Have you formed any opin-
lon on this case? Juryman—No, sir.
“Do you think after the evidencs on
both sides s all In you would be able
to form any opinion?' “No, sir”
“You'll do.""—New York Weekly.

A month after the elopement. She—
I got a letter from papa to-day saying
that he had made his will. He—Do
we come in anywhere? BShe—Not di-
rectly; but he has left all his money
to an asylum for |diols.—Indlanapolis
Journal.,

Ada—How can you be go Insineeral
You sald you were sorry you were oul
when he called. Ida—No; Isald I was
sorry he called when I was out. Ada
—Well? Ida—He la likely to call nome
tme when I am In.—New York Herald.

“Do you think It hurta the poor oys-
wr to be put In the stew?” asked the
tind-hearted girl, “It seems ecruel.”
‘Yes,” replied her escort; “it does seem
wuel. There's nothing more terrible,
fou know, than solitary conflnement.”
~Washington Star.
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Books for the Times.

ogrena and Poverty. An In
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ady. 530 pp
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ARE BIRDS GUIDED BY STARS?

An Attompt to Bolve the Great Mystery

of Bird Migration,

In an article on “Birda of Passage”
the Chautaugquan says If one desires
an explanation for the great mystery
of bird migration, thers belng nothing
else that will answer, he will have to
accept the theory of hereditary knowl-
edge, & knowledge of the unfalling
stars, The Great Bear and Orion ap-
peared at the same time In our region,
even when the divislions of land and
water were very different than they are
today. That the stars are the guldes
of birds agrees with the fact that they
fly at remunrkable helghts, often above
tha clouds, and that wanderers lose
thelr way when they stray Into’ clouds
and mists, On starlight nights strag-
gling birds are seldom noticed. When
the aky Is overcast, when the night Is
dark, but especially when a fine raln la
falling, multithdes of travellng birds
are heard. They will call often, doubt-
leaa for the purposs of keeplng near
each other; and often great numbers of
them bound against the windows of
Ughthousen. Thus CGatke has observed
that on Oet, 28, 1882, from 10 o'clock at
night till the next morning golden-
cerested wrens bumped lke snowflaken
against the lghthouse of Heligoland,
and that on the following day golden-
erested wreus sat on every square foot
of Heligoland, Toward the end of the
summer, along Into the fall, it was not
a raore ocourrence on dark nights to
gee, through the light of atreet lamps,
birds flying over Inland cities, The ex-
perienced observer recognizes by its eall
the curlew and the strand-snlpe, sea-
swallow and seagull, occaslonally hears
aven the flap of their wings, But no
bird is visible In the darkness, On dark
nights no stare appeiar; then It 1s that
the straying Lird lowea his way, The
stars are the nost plausible guldes to
birda in thelr migrations, But only the
future can tell us whether they really
serve in that capacity.
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SUBSCRIBE FOk

THE - GAZETE

NEW TRAIN

THE

“XMICKERBOCKER SPEGIAL"

DAILY BETWEEN

8t Louis, Gincinaati, New York
and Boston.

the Beautiful Mohawk Valley

and the Hudson."

L Bt. Louls, 12 00 Noen

Ar Indianapolls 860 pm

Ar Cinginnati 1045 pm

Ar Clevel 2400 8 m

Ar Buflalo 460 8m

Ar New York 03 pm

Ar Boston 05 pm
Buperb Equipmenta, Wl al' Bleaping

ars and Dining
INAUGURATED

BEPTEMBER 30 VIA

Bl&@ FOUR ROUTE.

Lake 8hore and New York Central
Railroads,

B 0. MeCORMICK, Pass. Traillc Mgr.
D, B MARTIN, Gen. Pass. & Tieket Agt.

CINCINNATL

CALIFORNIA!

Is eurBlesping Car Mate on the Phillippe
Bock Island Tourlst RExcurslions, from
Kansas Olty and kindred distant elties on
ths routs of this car, to Ean Franclsco and
Los Angeles. The cars have upholstarsd
spring reats, are Pullman bulld, and ap-
polntments partect.

You have & special manager on the eas
all the way, and excumions ron once #
weak, Jeaving Kansas City every Fridsy.
Bave money by taking this popular mode

| of lewvel

Address for tull particulars.

A. H. MOFFET,

@ A.W. P. A, Kanssa Olly, Mo,

200, SEBMSTUAN, 0. P. &, Dhinge



