
THE OttAHA PLATFOIIM.
AwemblAd open ths one hunfcd and six-

teenth anniTsrsary of the Declaration o e,

the People's party of America, in its
first national oonTention, LnToking; upon their
action the blsssin of Almighty God, pats forth,
in the name and on behalf of toe people of tJila
country, the foUowindpreambleand declaration
of principle: The conditions which surround
usMstiostlfr oar we meet in the
midst of a nation brought to the Term of moraL
political and material ruin; corruption domi-

notee the ballotrbox, legislatures, congress, and
tonohea eren the ermine of the bench, ine
reople are demoralized; nioet of the etatee have
been compelled to isolate voters at polling
places to preyent uniTersal intimidation or
bribery. Newspapers are largely subsidized
or muzzled; public opinion silenced; busine

our homes oovered with mortis fes;Jiroitrated; and the land concentrating
in the hands of the capitalists. Urban workmen
are denied the ritfht of organization for

im ported, pauperized labor beats down
their wages; a hireling, standing army unrecog- -

J .1 I... lm - natjihiillllAri to shunt ttlHIIl

down, and they are rapidly degenerating into
European conditions; the fruits of the toil of
millions are bodily atolen to build up collossal
fortunes for the few, unprecedented in the his.
tory of mankind, and the possessore of these in
turn despise the republic and endanger liberty:
from the same prolific womb of goyernmeaUl
injustice, we breed two great olaatee tramps
and millionaires; the national power to create
money is appropriated to enrich bondholders;
the Tast public debt, payable in legal tender cur-

rency, has boon funded into bonds,
thereby Hdding millions to the burdens of the
people; silrer, which has been accepted as ooia
since the dawn of history, has been demonetized
to add to the purchasing power of gold by de-

creasing the talue of all forms of property as
well as human labor, and the supply of currency
is purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bank-ru-

enterpriHe and enslave industry; a vast
conspiracy against mankind has been organized
on the two continents and is rapidly taking pos-

session of the world; if not met and overthrown
at onoe it forebodes a terrible social convulsion,
the destruction of capitalization or the establish-
ment of absolute despotism; we have witnessed
for more than a quarter of a century the strug-
gles of the two great political parties for power
and plunder, while grievous wronga have been
inflicted upon the people; we charjte that the
controlling influences dominating both these
parties have permitted the existing dreadful
conditions to develop without serious effort to
prevent or restrain them; neither do they now
promise ns any substantial reform; they have
greed together in the coming campaign to ig-

nore every issue but one; they propose to drown
the cries of the plundered people with the up-

roar of a sham bat tle over tariff, so that capital,
corporations, national banks, trusts, watered
stocks, dsmonetieation of silver and the oppres-
sion of usurers may be lost sight of; they pro-po-

to sacrifice onr homes, lives and children
outhe altar of mammon; to destroy the multitude

order to secure corruption funds from mil-
lionaires. Assembled on the anniversary of the

birthday of the nation, and filled with the spirit
of the grand generation who established our In-

dependence, we se k to restore the government
to the hands of the " plain people," with which
Class it originated; we assert our purposes to
be identical with the purposes of the national
constitution; to form a more prf sot union, es-

tablish justice, insure domestic tranquil-
ity, provide for common dsfense, promote
general welfare and secure the blessings
of liberty for ourselves and onr posterity
we declare that this governmsnt can only
endure as a free governmsnt while built
npon the love of the whole people for each
other and for the nation; that It cannot be
pinned together by a bayonet; that the civil war
Is over and that every passion and resentment
which grew out of the war must die with it, and
that we must in fact as well as in name become
a united brotherhood of free men; our country
finds itself confronted by conditions for which
there is no precedent in the world; our annual
agricultural productions amount to a billion of
dollars in value, which must in a few weeeks or
months be exchanged for billions of dollars
worth of commodities of other productions; the
currency supply is wholly inadequate to make
this exchange, and the results are falling, of
prices, the formation of combines and rings
and the impoverishment of the produoing olaw;
we pledge ourselves that, if given the powsr, we
will labor to correct these evi a by wise and
reasonable legislation, in accordance with the
terms of our platform; we believe that the pow-

ers of government, in other words, of the people,
should be expanded (as in case of the postal
service) as rapidly and as for as the good sense
of sj intelllKPnt people axd the teaohings of ex-

perience shall justify, to the end that oppres-io-

injuHtice and poverty shill eventually
cease in this land. While our sympathies, as
the party of reform, are naturally npon the aide
of every proposition which will tend to make
men intelligent, virtuous and temperate, we
nevertheless rexurd these questions, Important
M they are, as secondary to the great issues now
pressing for solution, and npon which not only
out Individual prosperity, but the very existence
of our free institutions depend; and we ask all
men to help u first determine waether we are to
have th republic to administer before we differ
as to the conditions upon which it is to be ad-
ministered; believing; that the forces of reform
this day organized will never cease to move for-
ward until every wrong Is remedied and lawful
rights and equal privileges securely established
for all men and women fa this country, we de-
clare therefore:

First That the anion of the labor forces of
the United Sta'ee. this day consummated, shall
be permanent and perpetual: may its spirit come
into all hearts for the salvation of mankind.

Second Wealth belongs to him who creates It,
and every dollar taken from industry without
equivalent is robbarv. "If any will not work.
aelUier shall he eat." The interests of rural ana
civio laborers are the same; their enemies are
identical

Third We believe that the time has come
when railroad corporations will either own the
people or the psile will own the railroads, and
ahonld ths government enter npon the work of
wataf and maau King any and all railroads, we

ihoolfl favor an amendment to the constitution
by which all perrons engaged in government
service should be placed under civil service reg-
ulations so as to pMvent an increase of the
power of the national administration by the use
of saah additional government employes.

Fearth We demand a national currency, safe,
eoud and flexible, issued by the gsnsral govern.
Mat only, a legal tsidsr for all debts, pablle

and private, and that without the use of bank-
ing corporations; a lust, equitable, efficient
means of dlHtr.bution direct to the people at a
tax not to exceed 2 per cent, per annum to be
provided as set forth in the plan of
the Farmers' Alliance, or some bettor system ;also
by payments in the discharge of its obligations
for public improvements.

We demand the free and unlimited coinage
of silver and gold at the legal ratio of 16 to 1.

We demaud that the amount of circulating
milium be speedily increased to not less than
$50 per capitu.

We demand a graduated Income tax.
Wo beltove that the monny of the country

should be kept as much as possible in the hands
of the people, and hence we demand that all
tttate aud national reveuuos should be limited
to the neceuuary exponas of the government,
economically aud honestly administered.

VV demand that postal savings banks be es-

tablished by the government for the wife deposit
of the earnings of the people and to facilitate
exchange.

Transportation Transportation being a meth-
od of sxclian .e and a public necessity, the
government should own aud operate the rail-
roads in the interest of the DeoDle.

The telegraph and telephone, like the post-offi-

system, being a necessity for the transpor-
tation of news, should be owned and operated
by the government in the Interest of the
people.

Land Land, including all natural sources of
wealth, is the heritage of the people, and should
not be monopolized for speculative purposes,
and the alien ownership of land should be pro-
hibited. Ail land now held by railroad and other
corporations in excess of their actual needs
should be reclaimed by the government and
held for actual settlers only.

UPFFLXMINTABT BISOLUTIOirS.
Whereas, Other questions having been pre-

sented for our consideration, we hereby sub-
mit the following, not as a part of our plat-for-

but as resolutions expressive of the senti-
ment of this convention:

liesolved. That we demand a free ballot and a
fair count in all elections and pledge ourselves
to secure it to every voter, without federal inter-
vention, through the adoption by states of the
Australian or secret ballot system.

Itesolvsd, That the revenue received from
a graduated income tax should be applied to
the reduction of the burden of taxation now
resting npon the domestic Udnstriea of the
country.

liesolved. That we nladm onr aunoort to fair
and liberal pensions to soldiers and
sailors.

iteeolved. That we condemn the fallacy of
protecting American labor under the present
system which opens ear ports to the pauper and
criminal classes of the world and crowds out onr
own s, and we denounce the ineffeo-tiv- e

laws in regard to contract labor and demand
the farther restriction of undesirable iaaaaig ra
tion.

liesolved. That we cordially srmratMss with
the e (forte of organised workingmen to shorten
the hours of labor, and demand a rigid enforce
ment oi the existing ght-no- law en govern-
ment work, and ask that a penalty els use be
added to the said law.

Iteeolved, That we regard the maiateaenoe of
the large standing army of mercenaries known aa
the Flnkerton system, as a menace to ear liber-tie- s,

and we demand its abolition, and we con-

demn the recent invasion of the territory of
Wyoming by the hired assassins of plutocracy,
assisted by federal officials.

Resolveo, That we commend to the favorable
consideration of the people and the reform press
the legislative system known as the initiative
and referendum.

liesolved, That we faver a constitutional pro-
vision, limiting the tenure of oflice of president
and vice president to one term, aud providing
for the eltotion of senators of the United States
by direct vote of the people.

Resolved, That we oppose any subsidy or na-
tional aid to any private corporation for amy
purpose.

M. H. SNYDER & CO.
(Successors to Custer & Haskell)

Live Stock Commission Company,
Boom 30, Kxchange Hulldlnjr,

KANSAS CITY STOCK YARDS.

Correspondence solicited. Market reports fur-

nished free. Referen-e- i: Inter-Stat- e National
Bank, Kansas City, Mo. ; First National Bank of
Arkansas City, ka&; Merchants Bank, ElDo-rad-

Kas.

f 1 Vllssli B WOrC0HS8I01.to handle ttjew
FiUatCkonlcal Ink Kr.ln Pxaell. Amiti m Vln(S

iO per week. ImmtnurpIliX o, 9."0 L'nMc. w- -

J- - l. jTTi
IF YOU WANT ANYTHING

IN THE LINK OF

PRINTING,
BINDING,
STATIONERY,

BLANKS,
Toiashlp, School District or City Soppllu,

KANSAS LAW BOOKS. ETC..
WRITE TO

Geo. 17, Crane h Go,

812 Kissas Ait., Tcpeii, Kas.

Bend for Cataloffne if tatereated.

TBOTIBUIX, 8TRCAK A ALLIES'
B3SXD CO.

Crass, Field, tardea and Tree Seeds, Onion Sets, Elc.
Send for catalogue. Mailed tree.

8 8T. Louis Ay., KANSAS CITY, MO.

o

nlUlriubfiJRrnRrifCrt Can get value of their horses and save the
U iJMkA-ua- J profits of middlemen by snipping direct to

J. O. UUUr un union stocx yards. CHICAGO.
Established 27 Years. References: National Live .Stock Bank. Bank.

SPECIAL 8ALES OF "WESTERN RANGE HORSES."

" " ""'' '"'f - -
mm 4Stf

503 & 211 MM St.,

222ail3sO c!s bObbST I

Over 30 YEARS' Experience

LOUIS, no. MK W)

SUIPMirNTS RECEIVE
EST PERSONAL ATTENTION.

Highest Price Consignments.
Top Quick Remittances.

tJClrculars, Shipping Tags Market FREE when requested.

SHIP HOGS, SHEEP and CATTLE

PETERS BROS.
Live Stock Commission Merchants,

i20 KANSAS

guarantee highest market price.
Money at rates to feeders.

Reference: Metropolitan Nat'l Bank, Kansas City.

GEO. R. BAR3E, Prest.
J. U. WA1TE, sec'y and Treat,

Sales

TO

CITY.

reasonable

D. A. I.
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Chicago National

,

Market for
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and Reports sent

YOUR

119, AND 121,

We you ths

M.

GEO. HOLMES. Vice Prest
Late of White & Holmes.

BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1871. CAPITAL ST00X $250,000.00 PAID UP.

THE GEO. E. BAESE

Live StocI (

99, 91, 92, First Floor, LIys Stock Exchange Building.

KANSAS CITY, - -

Consignment of stock reoebe the personal attention of some member of the
Parties wanting in feeding accommodated on reasonable terms.

FM S

SiOinmission

511
(Bus. AgL F. U.)

Gxxi&ax Maxaoxb.

Obtained
Prices, Prompt

furnished

Rooms

aasistanoe

bl
OiriCE CHAMBER COIXKEBCE BLDGr.,

FULWILER,

ORDER GOODS FROM

lo.

XIISSOTJBI.

If
'J

CHICAGO, ILL.

A General Mercantile and
Grain Business.

HEADQUAETKRa

WHY HPT SHIP YOUR Ol'ffl CRM?
We have successfully demonstrated that the fanner can do his own shipping

andave money. He pays the same freight as the local grain dealer, Is at the same
expense In Belling, gets the same prices and eaves the dealer's profit Load a car,
bill to us, and we will do the rest and make prompt returns. Should you desire you
can draw on us for three-fourth- s the home value, attaching draft to bill of lading.
We send market reports on application. Many farmers are now shipping grain to us.
Why not make a trial shipment of car and find out If direct shipment will benefit
you! Consign the car and mail bill of lading to our address.


