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ERROR WOUNDED.

The “Boodler" Editor Scorea n Failure in
His Effort to Blacken Ubaracter,

Iiftean hundred dollars’ worth of evi-
dence hse been used by the senste in-
veatigationg committes in an effort to
get ab the facta conocerning the alleged
corrupt use of money among state of-
ficers lnat winter. It cost that mmount
to prove to the few ekeptics who did
not belisve it belore, that in an effort to
make themselves sppear reapeciable
some of the men who have lately been
kicked out of power and position are
willing to descend to the lowest depths
of sensational alander. But the investi-
gation did prove, beyond question, that
soma of the' same old crowd that has in-
fested the state houss for years were on
hand this year with their propositions
of bribery and corruption. It also
brought out evidence not caloulated to
alevala the reputation of the member in
whom the Popnlists of the Elaventh
district had pleced confidence.

On Baturdey evening, after another
two days' session, the commitiee made
the following report:

Th the Kecretary of the Stale of Kansas:

Sm: Puarsuant to the resolutions
numbers 80 und 00 of the state senate,
the committee appointed thereunder beg
leave to report as follows:

As soon alter the adjournment of the
legialature ss possible 1t assembled at
the senate chamber of the state hounse
in Topeka, and caused eubpoonas fo be
issued for a large number of witnesses
who were supposed to know something
touching the matters which the com-
mittee were appointed to inveatigate.
The committes found itself embarrassed
by want of power to compel the attend-
ance of witnesses and to punish con-
tumacions witnessss for contempt; there
seams fo bano power for & legislative
committee sitt'ng after the close of the
seaaion from the body which it was ap-
pointed to enforce the . attendance of
witnesses or to compel them to testify
truly. The following witnessea were
duly subpwensed by our sergeant-at-
arms to sppear before us but failed snd
refused to obey: Pater W. Kline, A. A.
Burgard, C. 8. MeGonigal, J. A. Clarke
and James Lillin, John V. Moffitt waa
duly subpwansd to appear at our first
meeting, but he did not come; st our
last mesbing ns we wereabout to adjourn
ha voluntarily appeared and gave his
evidence,

We beg further to report aa to Gov-
ernor Lawelling, his private secrsiary,
Fred J. Close, and Attornsy Ceneral
Littls, that we find no evidenoe showing
that thay or either of them received
money for any official act or influenes
whatever, neither did they, or either of

them, know of the use uf sny money to
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influence their own action in any man-
ner whatever, or to effect legislation, or
the appointment or alection of any offi-
cer whalaosver,

We find further that Major Hudson,
the editor of the Topeka Capital, placed
confidence 1n certain statements made
by Jobhn V. Moffitt concerning the
charges made by him sgainst the state
officers mentioned, which statementa
were entirely unsustained by said Mof-
fitt on the witnees stand.

We beg leave further to report that
from the evidence befora us we balisve
that a sum of money not less than 84,500
and probably equaling 86,700 was raised
by Peter W. Kline, of Kansas Oity, Ma.,
who had a policy shop in Kansss City,
Kaa,, and paid by him toJames F. Legate
tor the purpose of influsncing and cor-
rupting the members of the legislature.
As to the exseb manner in which this
money was used or to be used we wers
unable to oblain satisfactory evidence.
The witnesses who probably could have
informed us fully upan the question were
not before us, and some of them were
beyond the boundariea of the state dur-
ing our sesaions.

L. P. Kixa, Chairman.
8. 0. Tracuesn,

A. G. Fonxey,

J. W. Parker,

W. P, Diniarn,

The lirst witness after the convening
of the commiites on Friday waas Repre-
sentative Lupler, who gave some dam-
aging testimony agninst Representative
Burgard and J. K. Huodeon. He said
Burgard approached him with an in-
quiry as to whether he wanted to make
$500 on the election of state printar and
sanntor. He ssid they could n.uke that
much by voting for Hudson. Burgard
algo made offers of money to get voles
sgamnst the miner's screen bill Mr.
MoAleny had told the witnesa that sim-
ilar offers hnd been made to him.

Repressntative MoKinnie, of Mitchall
county, teatified that he also had been
approached by Burgard with a proposi-
tion of #1,000, Burgard said he was
working under Canbbison, the republican
member from Wyandotis county,

Fred J. Close testified again, repeating
what he had saaid at a former seesion,
that he knew of no money being paid
to aoy person for any corrupt purpose
during the session of the legislature, He
had met [egate at the hotel, sl the re-
quest of the |atter, who wanted to ask
him sbout the appointment of police
commissionerm at Kansas City. John
Moflitt had proposed to the witness that
the Populists make a deal to trade the
state printership for the Topeks Cupital,
but nothing further wns done in that
matter. Witness had heard Moflit stase
to the governor that the *boodle”
charges in the Capital ware nob true.

- Aftorney Gemeral Little was on the
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stand, and his evidenoe was n gimple de-
nial of the charges made sgainst him,
His statements were acospted by the
committée ns the plain truth.

MOFFITT'S EVIDENCE.

John V. Mofiitt, who enjoys the unen-
viable distinotion of having been the
cause of the inveatigation, found himsall
in an uncomfortable, not to say pitiable
position, when placed on the stand Sat-
urday, He had remained away until
this time, but probably concluded he
might a8 well face the muskic and be
dons with it. Hia story was something
like that of & two-year-old boy who hos
bean caught Hbbing., To give him an
unpartisan hearing the Capital report of
hia story is given below:

*The day prior to the attack of Major
Hudson in the Capital, shout 2 p. m,,
I was in the Copeland hotel and over-
heard & conversation between two gen-
tlemen from Keosas City—one con-
neoted with the stock yardd, and the
other I did not know—iz which they
gaid that there was a scheme on foot
by raising money in Kansas City, Kas,
to control the appointment of polics
commissioners. I went to the governor's
office and ha told me of it, and he said that
he had haard sbout it. Later in the day
I talked with P. H. Consy and Judge
Fitzgerald, The latter said that if the
charges were true, the governor ought
to expose the parties who were engaged
in it and he would be the biggest man
in the state. Fitzgersld and I talked
with Governor Lewelling, and Pitzger-
ald told the governor that he ought to
demand an investigation, but the gover-
por said he had entire faith in Oless and
Little, and did not believe there was
anything in the story. Then Uoney and
1 went to Major Hudson's room at the
Copeland. 1 told Major Hudson I was
satiafled the governor had nothing to do
with the money transaction. Igave him
all the information I had and he took
notes of it. I went to my hotel, and the
next morning was very much aurprised
to find it all in the Cupital, That part of
the conversstion sbout Lewslling was
supposed to have been private. The
next day at the Copeland, Captain H. D,
Balter same to me and ssid that Nels
Acres charged him with giving away the
deal. Baker admitted that the money
was paid to Legate, and he also men-
tioned the names of Close and Little in
connection with it"

Questioned regarding the men who
gave him the information in the Cope-
land hotel, Mr, Moflitt said that he did
not know the names of the men; all he
know was that one of them waa a stook-
man. The two men said that General
Little was present when the money was
paid to Legate and Close.
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startad; he told Hudeon that he did not
want to be mentioned in connection with
it “Hudson knew I was s friend of the
governor's when I came to him,” said
Moffitt. “After the publication of the
article, I told Major, Hudson that that
portion of the artiole which said the gov-
ernor ncknowledged the money had been
recaived was nn srror, that the governor
only said he had heard it was received.”

Moflitt admitted that in his conversa-
tion with Fiwzgerald and Coney, he
(Muflitt) suggeated that there ought to
be & line in the Capital the following
morning inquiring “who got the boodla?"
It waa then that Coney and Mot went
to the Copeland and found Major Hud-
son. Moflitt eaid that he went along to
ses that no injustice was done to his
friend Governor Lewelling,

Uﬂm]. ']
Wasnmverow, D, O, May 1, 1808,
To the officers and membory of the various

State Faymers’ Allionees;

Breranxx:—By the unanimous action
of the exscutive committee of the Na-
tional Farmers' Alliance and Industrial
Union, Brother D, P. Duncan has been
chosen as secretary-treassurer of the Na-
tional I"armers’ Alliance and Induateial
Union, and all businees pertaining to
that office, including remittances, should
be addressed to him, at Columbis, 8. C.

The executive commiltes very re-
speotfully but urgently request that all
delayed remittances be forwarded to
Brother Duncan aa soon sa posaible, as
tunds are vary much needed to carry on
the nacessary work conneoted with the
national oflices,

By direction of the execulive commit-
tea of the National Farmer's Allisnce
and Industrinl Unjon,

Fraternally yours;
: * H. C. Dmaesinme,
Secretary Executive Commitiee.

Ths Implement Trust,

The following resolutions ware adopted
al the April meeting of the Clay County
Alliance, held in Clay Centar, April 12,
189

Resolved, That we, the members of
Clsy County Farmers' Alliance and In-
dustrial Union, hereby condemn the im-
plement dealer’s Jately formed for
pripes of

the purpose of controlling
farm implements, and we believe it Lo be
an unwise and an unjust move.

Resolpedd, That we give our
lnlbofnlnutonwhmduhum
facturers an have given us a fair and just
deal in the past, and have had the man-
hood not to enter into the poal.

W. T. Bar.owy,

Seorstary Ciny County Alliance.

Secretary Morton is the best dressed man
in the cabinel. The ides that a farmer
must be harnessod up in such a way as fo
maka him look Ll s “guy” is becoming
rapldly obaclete in this country.
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