 how are its
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WHO ARE THE LAWLESS?

There are two specials to the Chi-
eago Tribune of December 23 snd
one to the Kansas City Times of the
same date which it wonld seem are
sufficient in themselves to awaken
the people to consciousness of the
dangers that threaten our liberties.
The plutocratic press talks sagely
of the sanotity of law, and is loud in
ita denunciation of law-breskers
when they happen to be poor people;
bot when law is trampled under fool
and humsn rights are ontraged by
pational, state or muniaipal authori-
ties, such outrsges are passed over
in silence. Itis about time for the
people to begin to inquire whether
laws are made for sll, or ouly for the
poor.

The first of the specials to which
we refer is from Oskaloosa, Iowa;
and, after making all doe allowance
for the coloring which is always given
to these ovents, the stalements as
they sppear m the Tribune are
alarming in the charscter of their
disclosures, The special reads as
follows:

A gensral barding of tramps was made
this moming and all given ten minutes to
move out. Two are laying in jail full of
slop. Bothars sx-sonviols. Citizens here
aro now organized, aod & rough road awaits
trampa hereall winter. This is the result
of & battle which took place last night when
the oity waa patrolled by the local company
of national guards and by deputy sherifls,
the resuls of a raid by & gaug of trampe.

For soms fime past numerous oulrages
bave been committed in the eity. These
bave bedn charged fo the numerous vaga-
bonda that have infested the locality, Men
were held up. Housea wers pillaged of
food and olothing.

15 could not be doubted that the tramps
were hungry, and allowanoa was made for
the hard times,

A band of fitlesn were reported to be
gathered on the outakirts of the city last
nighs, and soon they invaded the town, The
sheriff and his deputies found that the fif-
toon tramps were armed, and the national
guard was called en and citizens srmed
themselves,

The tramps resisted. Bulleis few; heads
were oracked by offieers’ olubs; the offlosrs
and the soldiera were knooked down, but,
overpowered by numbers, the tramps were
driven back. Many were arrested and oth-
ars flod.

Now the question that arises here
is not alone concerning the character
of the men who thus invaded the city
of Oskalooss, but we are led to in-
quire also if oivil war exists in Iows.
Are men entitled to the rights guar-
sateed to all citizens by the constitn-
tion—are they entitled to tnal in a
conrt of jostice before being treated
a3 criminals, or are they to be shot
down indiseriminately like dogs
whether guilty of any transgression
of law or not? These men may have
been desperate men. They may
have been bent on pillage. The dis-
patoh shows that the first attack was
made on them and not by them, and
that it was a raid of the nstional
guard armed with deadly weapons,
and not of the civil anthorities with
warrants for the arrest of oriminals,
There are two dangers in snch pro-
ceedings. (1) The usarpation of civil
by military anthority, and (2) the in-
disoriminste panishment of the inno-
oent with the guilty. Are our people
ready for such an innovation? If

Jimitations to be defined
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been the theory of our oriminal ju-
ispradence that & man shall be pre-
sumed innooent of orime until proven
gulty. Is this rule to be reversed,
and men be held guilty of crime un-
til proven innocent! How many of
onr people are ready for such &
change!

But here is another of the specials
referred to, dated at Anderson,
Indiana:

At polics roll call this morning Mayor
Tarbune read an order to the polios which
means the whipping out of the city of every
professional tramp. Thae oity has provided
evary night policeman with a good sbout
blaoksnake whip, and Chief Welker has in-
srructed his men to use their whips with
vigor on all trampa. 1§ has boen the custom
for tho last seven years in this city to make
$ramps who insult women run s gsuntlet of
swetchen. Fully fifty have bean whipped
out of the oify.”

We bhave known women to be in-
sulted by others than trampe, and it
is not our wish to enter a plea of de-
fense for trampa or those who are not
tramps who are guilty of such things.
From the number of instances that
have opourred at Anderson, one might
be led to snspect the women of stand-
ing upon the street corners and solio-
iting insalt. We have heard of that
kind of women also. Bat this is not
the point. The danger lies in the
usurpation of judicial power by the
police, and the indisoriminate inflic-
tion of punishment withont investiga-
tion. The special to the Kansas City
Times is from Mexico, Mo., and is as
follows:

Lash night James Quinlan, section boss
on the Chisago & Alton railroad aé Cairabse
a small station in this county, shot and killed
an unkpown tramp and woundad another.
They had been put off a train with several
others. The tramps wanted to build a fire
and Qainlan objsoted. The tramp killed
was nob ever 20 years of age, was weall dressed
and of handsome spponrance.

Quinlan was not assanlted by these
men. He was not scting in self de-
fense. He simply took the law in his
own hands just as the policemen do.
He oconstituted himeelf court, jury
and exsoutioner, and made summary
disposition of the oulprits who wanted
to build a fire to keep themsalves
from freegzing. These items are nar-
rated in the great daily papers simply
as news of passing events, and entire-
ly without comment, while if one of
these same trampe should happen to
transgreas one of the statutory pro-
visions of either of the states named,
whole columns wonld be fillad with
denuncistions of the outrage.

Whither are we tending, anyway!?
'We hear & great deal in these latter
days about anarchy, but we hear very
little about the unwarranted and law-
lesa invasion of human liberty which
is avery day practioed nnder the garb
of respectability by national, state
and manicipal governments. Let the
reader remember that tramps are
men, and {hat they are a nataral
prodact of onr social system. There
must be discovered some way to deal
with them consistently with these
facts. Can it be done without a revo-
lution of our system? We think not

Tuis msy not be & very cheerful
Neow Year edition with its eolamas of
*left-handed” prosperily, but the
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THE VILLAINOUS LIBEL REPEATED,

The persistent effort of the hire-
ling prees to stay the humsne im-
pulses of the peopls which have been
so generously stirred by the sad
spectaole of distreas visible in every
part of the land, is most hnmiliating
and disgracefnl. Again the story
has been sent ont over the wires that
the idle men of Chicago are dead
beats who will not work. The head-
line of the dispateh in republican
papers is:

“WILL EAT, BUT WON'T WORK."

The dispateh says:

Ounly about 450 men of a hungry 2,000,
who have been eating free soup at the Laks
Side Kitohsn for the last week, acospied
the invitation of the Central Relief assooia-
tion yesterday fo work on the sireed long
enough each day to pay for their subsist-
snce, All the others sneaked sway sa soon
as their soup bowls were emply.

The balance of the dispatoh is of
like character, going to show that the
men are worthless vagabonds, un-
worthy of sympathy or aid. Did we
possess no other means of informa-
tion than that of the plutooratio As-
sooiated press servies, possibly we
might be decsived in these matters.
Happily the better nature of men
will still sasert itself at times despite
the influences that eeek to subvert it,
and Ohicago peopla who are most
nearly assooisted with those whose
wants are being temporarily supplied
at the soup house tell & different
story from that whioch the agents of
the associated press give to the world.
Mr. Greer, the manager in charge of
that same Lakeside free kitchen
spoken of n the dispatch above re-
ferred to, in the Chicago Tribune of
Dacember 20, says-

I am oonvinoed almoat all of the men
whom we feed are perfecily worthy persons,
and that they are in direst need. When
they reocsive thelr handful of bread and
bowl of aoup in many osees thay oram the
bread down their throats before they can
pass into the dining room, as it thay were
famished.

The Tribune seconunt continnes:

The free dioner of Zesbenezer Winalow,
No, 66 Paoifia avenus, supplied 1,350 hungry
men yesterday. Young Mr, Winslow said:
#1 bave the ukmost conflidencs in the ohar-
sober of the men whom we feed.”

Manager Wilkinson, of Mra.Ahren’s
refuge, No. 364 Wabash avenue, said:

We are fesding 1,600 every day and lodg-
ing 1,000 every night. Our supplies are ob.
tained by private solicltation, and are abun-
dans for all our present needs. I am more
and more impresssd with the worthy ohar.
soter of the men whom we mssist. I have
fifty shovels, hoes and pioks here, and I
give them o chanoe to show they are mnok
afrmd of work by doing a little siroet olean.
ing. Wae get aitustions for fiftesn or iweniy
men svery day.

The following is taken from the

same issue of the Chicago Tribune,
December 20:

Prrrssona Pa., Dea. 19.—[Special],.—A
mob of 2,000, men fook possession of the
stairways and rotunda of the eity hall to-
day and howled for work, They were at-
fraoted by the announcement in the mora-
ing papers that all who spplied would be
furnished employment in the parka. At
daybreak thay began to gather. At 80’cloak
700 men had taken possion of the building,

at 2,000. The police inspeator, taking som-

. | pansion on the shivering men, ordered tke

polies to open the doors and let them in-
nide, whers they oould keep warm.

The moment the doors were opensd Lthere
Jnumhtuhm'n 1o the sceamble | o

the big storm doors were broken from thelr
gos. A tu ' who war sear ihe 4
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and an hour later the crowd was eslimasted | atock

T

fearing the glass would break snd injure
them in falling, tried to adge away, bub the
orowd in the rear pushed them into the
building. The fireh man who got

ths door ran fo Lhe broad stairway lead-
ing to the second story, and, jumping two

ware orushed againat it until they oried out
with pain, Two men fainted. The crowd
pressod sgninst the railing so nghtly it
was feured the iron guard would give
way and they would be foroed over ih
fo the stone floor of tha rotunda sixty foet
below.

The strong-limbed men in frond fought
theic way into Sups. Paisley's office and
confronted thad offisial. The room soon
becams suffosating, and many trisd to get
out but could mot, owing to the erowd
pushing in. The police inspsotor told the
men arrangements had besn made 4o re-
osive thelr applliontions for work at the po-
lios stations. Then another wild rush
enauad to get out. The mass of humanity
in Supt. Paisley's offioe was 80 wedged in
that several men were hurt reaching the
doors. The police inapector snd Clerk
Bingamin tried to quist the men from the
top of the elevator. As the men passed
the two ity ofMoinls they made franiie ap-
poals for work, some pressnting army dis-
charges, some naturalization papers, others
lottors of introduotion, indoresments from
alderman, constables, business men, ste.; in
faot, everyihing imaginable was done to in-
flusnos the offisiala (n question to favor
tham. Baub all wers told to go to the polios
stations for Lheir orders.

AS the meetlng of the citizens' relief com.-
mitten to-day the omploymend commitbes
reported 500 men at work in the parks st 10
osuta un hour, By to-morrow night 3,000
will be working. Six thoussnd families .
nead help. To.day's centributionsa footed
up #4340, Noarly $30,000 has been oom-
tributed so far, Andrew Carnsgie has se-
oretly made himaelf responaible for the
paymend of the men in the parks if the re-
lief fund does not cover it.

Riohard Jones, machinist, and Daniel
Davis, plumber, both of Chiongo, wers ar-
rested lush night while irying do enter Race
& Porohmann’a groosry at Alleghany to
steal somethivg to ent. They sald they
bad laft Chioago thinking they could ged
work here. Magistrate MoKelvy will hear
their oases bo-morrow

It wounld be strange indeed if,
smong the multitudes of idle men and
women, there should not be some
who, by foree of circumstances and
in consequence of repeated disap-
pointments and hardships, have be-
come disconraged, desperate, de-
sponding and notterly contemptuous
of society and ita so-called proprie-
tiea. It would be strange if there
were not some who would not work.
The conditions which have led to so
muoh enforced idleness have not
tended to the elevation of charaster
in those who have been made to sal-
fer, Bat the ecold-blooded
which sdds daily insult to the injary
already inflicted merits and should
reosive the contempt of humane
ple everywhera. That it does not, is
one of the indications that point to
the decadence of human liberly in
this conntry.

The Atos Loan Company,
offera special hdnmtl “tor invest-
ment. A gusrantesd
of over 21 per cent. per annum.
§2,000,000, Omdmm 4
$5; monthly ps; & 83
reault, $500, Auvingcth-thlu. |
ceata per day will ssoore $1000, The
average time of the total smouns invested
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