THE ADVOCATHE.

OFFIOTAL BALARIES,

Buggestions Brought Out by » Perusl of
the Kanses Blus Book.

Epiror Apvooars:—The official atate
directory, kmown aa the Kansss “Blue
Book,” compiled under the direotion of
Secretary of State Oaborn, approved by
the executive council, and issued lsst
July, is an important state document,
exhibiting to the people of the state ile
official machinery and the oos} of main-
taining the same.

In looking through this book of more
than 100 pages, one cannol fail to bs
impressed with the idea that the state
of Kansas ia very liberal in the way of
official salaries, and sxveadingly so in
masy instances.

Many people in this state have sntar-
tained the idea for m mumber of years
that the salaries of publio officiala are
too high—far in excess of the salaries
paid for similar doties performed in
business or commarcial svocations, and
whatever the purposs may have besn for
issulng this official directory, it is oer-
tainly timely, and will give the taxpayers
of the :state s comprehensive ides of
where a great deal of their money goee.

I may be oconsidered by some psreons
aa taking an extreme view, but I verily
belisve that in the master of offloial
salaries, the aggregate amount paid to
all offigiale in the state could be chopped
in two in the middle, and yet retain the
ssme effinienoy we now have in our pub-
lic parvios, and bring to 1t the same de-
gres of honesty we now have, By this I
do not wish to be understood ss want-
ing esch offigal’s salary reduced onmeo-
half, for while many are tuo high soms
are too low.

In some of the counties, where the re-
duoction of fees and salaries han been agi-
tated, taking the form of a local issus,
the ides is being onrrisd out in & manner
highly satisfactory to the taxpaysrs and
officara.

In Labetta county the salaries of
county officiale are as follows: County
clark, $1,250; county treasurer, $1,250;
sheriff, 81,200; register of deeds, 81.500;
county sttorney, $1,250; counly super-
intendent, $1,200; olerk of disiriot court,
$1,200; probate judge, 81,400. That
county haa a population of 26,757,

In Cherokes sounty, with a population
of 7,118, the counmty clark, treasurer,
register of deeds, county stiorney, clerk
of district court and probate judge each
draw & sulary of $1,200 a year, the sheriff
$1,000 and county superintendeat $900,

In Douglass county, with a population
of 23 884, the county olerk receives $2,500
8 year; county tressurer, $4,000; ahariff,
$4,000; regiater of deeds, $3,000; olerk
of distriot court, #2,500; probate judge,
$2,000; county sttornsy sad county su-
perintendent each §1,200.

It will be sesn that in the countiss of
Labetts and Cherokes, sach with s much
Iarger population than Douglas county,
the taxpayers are paying but a little
more then balt in the former, and not
ona-balf in the latter sounty for what
the people of Douglas county are paying
the same officers, or $100 Jessin both the
oounties of Labette and Cherokes with a
combined population of 53875 than
Douglass county ia paying with only 23,-
334 population.

In Atchison county, with a population
of 26455, lesa than either Labstle or

salaries of thess officials sggregate $19,.
700,
The sames differsnces will be found in
all countiss where the salaries aad fees

der the old law.

In those counties where the salaries
have beem out down by special sots,
there is no evidence to show that the
business of those oounkies is not ab-
tended to with the same diligencs and
officiency that characterized this sams
public service when salaries were twice
the aggregate amount of to-day, and the
officials are just ss honest.

In looking over the sevaral depart-
ments of stats and our various institu-
tions, I am led to the comolunsion that
Kansas 18 also liberal in providiog offi-
cial machinary, aa well as in salariea in
many of thees,

In several dspartmenia st the state
house, the clerioal foros could be re-
duoad snd a material reduction shounld
be mada in salarisa. It is simply ridicu-
logsly abaurd to payfrom $1,200 to $2,000
a year for clerical belp to men amd

women who would be justly remunerated
and consider themselves fortunste in
saguring one-hal? of such an income in
employmseat acywhers alse.

In the maiter of salaries of stats offi-
oers and hsads of deparimenta, they
seem to be fair and justly proportioned,
with one exception: Why was the sal

ary of labor commissioner fixed at §1,000
when, sa & mstter of faot, it is certainly
one of the most important positions in
the state?

The office of adjutant general, or that
department, evidently eoste more than 1t
should—more than the “soldier playing”
busineas in this state demands. The
present foros in that office may be busy
enough, but it is superfiuous and nob at
all necesaary.

When it comes to boards and commis-
slons, and inspectors, & person becomes
bewildered in contsmplating the multi-
plivity of dutisact the parsons comprising
them, three-fourths of which ocould be
dispensed with and the state snd ita
institutions not suffer by it.

Why could not the eduoational insti-
tutions of the state be placed in charge
of ons bonrd of regenta? Why could not
s number of the boards, commimsions,
etc,, be consolidatsd?

The trath is, many of thess offices are
abeolutely useless, and were never
oreatad becsuss they were needed, but
for the sole purpose of bestowing cheap
honors, and emolumenta upon men for
party service, and are, to & great sxtent,
mare iinsoares.

Tesless offices and sppoiniments must
be lopped off and sslariea’and fees mush
be reduced if the People’s party an-
swers the demands of the people, who
wlll pot excuse the Populists on the
flimsy excuss that this superfluous offi
oial machinery was created and turned
over to them by the republioana

Legialative sotion will ba necessary [n
reducing fees and salaries, and in the ab-
olition of some of the useless offices, but
in the matter of clerical hire snd other
sppointments, 1n 8 number of instances,
the aoction of the legwisture will not be
neosssary o bring sbout & more eco-
nomicsl administration, If the People’s
purty would retain the confidence of the
people, it must be consistent.

J F. MoDoweLL.

Ooeraive Oo-operation.

Eprror Avvocars:—I have bsen both
interssted and amussd st the sction of
the Kansas City pspers in advocaling
the muniopal ownarship and oparation
of the water wurks of that city, and aleo
am plessed st the smount of good work
which the Star haa dons in the Inet yoar
in urging the municipal and publio own-
ership af natural monopolies,

I have been smussd, als?, at the roast-

 otoMaisls are olsimed snd adjasted us-

iog the Star cocasionay gires the Peo-
h-lﬁ party for 23 '

-,.‘-

ownership of railways in its platform,
yoi the sams ressons exist for national
ownership and control of railways en-
gagad in the interstate commerce that
are good for municipal ownership of
waterworks, lightiog planis, telsphone
lings, or street railways ma city. I have
also noticed the disousmon in the Avvo-
care betwesn the editor and his Colo-
rado ocorrespondent im regard to the
terms “socialistic” and “‘mocialismi” The
position of the Apvooarx that the own-
ership aod operstion of water works or
the ownemhip of a railway, or even the
ownership of & publie road is socialistio
T take i be wall founded.

The word socialism is used so loosely
by so many peopls, and is ussed so often
a1 & bogy to frightsn the publio, that it
is diffoult for many persons to srrive at
s deflnite conclusion as to what is meant
by the term. Professor Sumnper says
the free coinage of silver ia soclalism,
that government paper money ls social-
fsm, and that the protective tariff is
sovialism. Mr. Frank Teacy, of Omaba,
in hin article in the May Foram entitled
“Menncing Westarn Soolslismn," takes
the ground that this movement for the
public ownership of monopoliss is »
movement toward soocialism.

Some time ago I saw that Mr. Pow.
derly was reported as saying in sn inter-
view that he was s scoialist, and stated
that he was = socialist beoause of his
belisf in government ownership of rail-
ways and other nataral monopolies. I
have seen in print similar statements by
prominent Peoplo's party leaders. Now,
thess things are no doubt desired by
socialists and ndvooatad by them. 1 be-
lisve in the public ownarship and con-
trol of natural monopolies myself, and
yot I do not consider myself a soclalist
aé all.

Hare in Prof, Ely's definition of sooial-
iam, word for word, aa given in his ' Out-
linea of Economics:" “Soclalism meana
coercive co-operstion mot merely for un-
dertakings of s monopolistio nature, but
for all produative enterprises. Soolalista
seok the establishment of iodustrial
democracy through the instrumentality
of the state, which they hold to be the
ooly way whereby it can be atisined.
Bocialism contemplates an expaasion of
the busivess functions of government
until all business is absorbed. All busi-
ness is then to be regulated by the, peo-
ple in their organic ospaciky, esch man
snd ssoh woman having the sams rights

things desired by socialists, but com-
mon property in land might, snd wounid,

gooda.

Albert Bpencer, in 1850, ssid 1 “Sooclal
Statics,” speaking of common property in
lsnd: “Buoh a docirive is consistent

with the highest state of civilization;

would be simply a changs of landlords,
separate ownamhip would merge into the
joint stook ownership of the publia. In-
stead of being in the possession of indi-
viduals, the ocountry would be hald by
the great ocorporate body—seclety. In-
stead of lessing his sores from an iso-
lated proprieter, the farmer wounld lesse
them from the nation. Instead of pay-
ing his remnt to Sir John or his Grace, ha
would pay it to an agent or dsputy ageat
of the community, Stewards would be
publio officials, instead of private onsa,
and tsnanoy the only Isod tenure.

Until such time as & new deflaifion fo
soclalism ia accepted by politioal econo-
mists and by the publo, it only confusea
the minds of many people to give if a
loose deflaition. There are many of us
supporting the movement for the publio
ownership of natural monopolisa who
are doiog it with a belief that it will
give a fuller recognition of individual
rights, that it will be & atep toward the
realization of the law of equal Ireadom,
and not with a belief that it will for-
ward the sesential dootrine of socialints,
vis: Coercive co-operation in all indus-
trial anterprisss. Quiney A. Graes

Greeting,

[The Eansas Star, published at the Olathe
Deat and Dumb Asylum, bas the rouum.
from ihe pew superintendsnt of that -
tution of January 4. We pradios shai
former diffioulties exporisnced as thus
fution will cesss mnd that thers will be no

way to anawer some of the many in-
quiries that are being received conoern-
ing the condition and work of the inati-
tation. There it perfeot harmony and
thorough co-opsration in all depart-
menls. Such obanges as may be needsd
will be made from time to time, to bring
the lnatitution up to the hizhesl posai-
ble standing. The new suparintendent
feeln that he has beon called to a saored
work, and will devole every energy of
his heart and lifs to ithe welfare of the
inetitution. He fesls n deep personal
insterest in every pupil and smploye, and
will never be & reapocter of persons. He
appreciates keenly the soliotude of
parenis with reference to the care snd
education of the pupils commitited to
his charge, and sssures them that in
everything their dear 4 and girle
shall be trained in the way will lead
to pure and noble manhood and woman.
hood, Parents need have no fear what-
over in trusting their ohildren %o the
oare of the institution under it present
organization, and it is earcestly hoped
that all the old pupils will bs prompily
returnad to their acoustomed pleces, and
that many mew ones shall be enrolled.
The superintendent invites the clossat
Inspection of present oonditions, and ex-




