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OUR CONGRESSNAN

IN THE CAPAOITY OF A GOOD BA-
MARITAN

Bravely Defends the Army of Unemployed
in & Washington Oity Police
Court,

Washinglon Corvesponidence,

Let me tell you a story and oh!my
reader bow down your head in sorrow
and shsme, snd pray for palienoe, for
this story ia & true one, and it all came
about in this year of our Lord, 1894, in
this time of republica and of soversign
voters, and not in that old dead time of
despofism and of serfa.

On the 9th day of this April at the
littls atation of Eckington, on the Balli.
more & Ohio road, just oulside the
limita of this capital city, there were
strange lhings going on. Late in the
afternoon @ procession of uniformed
patrolman filed into the town snd drew
up &t the railway station. Under com-
mand of Captain Austin, one inspsotor,
two lientenants, and sevei sergeants,
theae, forly men, with four police wagons
and ssveral mounted police ranged them-
selves to wait—for what! For a two
hour's distant freight train to which was
attached a box osr laden with human

freight. Forly men, worn out with. ati sssentisl thing. At all
travel and faint with hunger, tanmot‘“ e (#he .

by the very flower and piok of the dis-
trict police, fifty-sight of them. As soon
s the train stopped the forty unarmed,
m&-h«i travelers were arrested by

.sight armed force, placed in the
four patrol wagons and taken to the city
police stationa.

Lest one may think that humanity is
dead let me hasten to tell that the po-
licemen in charge made all possible
haste after the arrival of the sirangers
at " jthe station housea to supply
them with food. But what was the
mesning of all this? Why were thees
travelers arrested at the suburbsn sta-
tion before they raached the city whioh
waa Lheir place of destination? It was in
reaponse to a telegram received by Msjor
Moors, chief of the district police, from a
Baltimora & Obio detective, who had
ahadowed the forty men in the box car
from the time of their leaving Cincin-
nati. It was without any doubt the
carrying out of a plan which would be
called & conspiracy bad it been prao-
ticed by the poor upon the rich or

The plsn was to arreet this company
of men, who were coming east in search
of work, put them through the form of
trial in the police court, sentenoe them
to the work-house and make an example
of them which would strike terror to the

souls of Coxey's commonwesalers snd
turn them from thair purposs to come to
Washington.

On Sunday morning the city papera
told the atory of the arrest, and membera
of the labor organizations bestirred them-
pelves Lo seoure legal counsel for the
strangers whose (rial was to come on
the lollowing morning. I went early to
the court room, and msy I never again
find it my duty to endure such an
ordeal. There were criminals black and
white, old sand young, male and female,
all steges and degrees of vice and de-
pravity, and rarged alovg with them be.
bind the iron grating were the forly
strangers in & strange land. They bad
been trapped into the situation and were
there to snawer to the foul orime of
povarty.

I have many times in my life been
proud of being & Kausap, but never so
much so, naver so thankful, a8 when s
Kansss congressman, Mr, Jell. Hudson,
came to the rescue of these helplesa men
snd annuunced himself as their counsel. |
And what s splendid defsnse he made! |
How it changed the whola courss of the
plot, 1 indulged in some pointed re- |
flactiona aa to the usufulness of lawyers. |

It came over me that a lawyer of abil-
ity, of integrity aod humanity might
porve & larmer consliluency in congresa
with sa great fidelity as the farmer
fresh from the plow. The guality of the
man and not the circumatance of ocen-

events I was glad to have at least one
‘hum: representative from Kansss.
| But to go baock to the forty prisoners,
It wea brought out by questioning the
captain of the men snd another witness
that they were in no way conneoted with
the Coxey movement. They wers all
men of sober habite; nos & whisky bottle
or a card wae found in the car in which
they came. Their bebavior had been
orderly all the way from Cincinnati, so
the railway detective was obliged to
teatify, though he evidently d!smdtol
prejudice the court sgeinst the men. He
stated that the oonductor had been
afraid to demand fare of the men,
whareas the truth was the car was ten- |
dered the men at Cincinnati, and the |
condaotor underatood the case and had |
no thought of asking the men to pey.
Thess men are nearly all Amsrican-
born, one of Lthem a graduate of a collage, |
some ars church members, all are mz-|
jous to work, and those who went upon
the witness stand bore themselvea with
exceptional dignity. Most of them had
lived in the East st some time in their
lives, but had gone West to seek em-
| ployment. They maid the times got hard
| there and they hoped to find work in
the East,so they had banded together

and agreed to stand by and belp each
other, Several of their number had

Comtinued on page 5,

STILL MAROHING ON,

The Uommonwealers Mest With Various
Kinds of Reoeptions,

Couserranp, Md., April 16—The
army of the commonweal will leave
Tueeday morning early in ocsnal boats
tor Hanoook, the next stop. It may be
that thia route will be continued to Ha-
gerstown. Tonight camp will be breken
and the boata loaded. The men are be-
ing fed exiravegantly mad are enjoying
the fenst after the prolonged fare of
bardtask.,

For breakfsst oyater soup, coffes,
bread and jam, pork and besl ware sup-
plied in abundaoce. Dinner and supper
will be served as abundantly. This ac-
tion has in & great measure allayed the
feeling of discontent among the great
number who tavor following the leader-
ship of the “Unkoown” and Coxey,Jr.,
who ware ignominiously discharged at

Froatburg,
It in rumorad that several score of un-
employad from  various poinia

and camping beyond the coke
works, are being organized for an oppo-
sition march to Washington. A publis
meeling will be held at the Academy of
Muagic this evening at which General
Coxey and Marshal Browne will speak.

FROM CALIFORNIA.

CovroN. Car, April 16,—The second
Lioa Angeles regiment of the unemployed
is meeting with spything but encour-
agement in San Bernardino. Firat the
fire department waa called out here and
the oommandars were drenched with
cold water and driven from the freight
train they had captured. Then the army
wis placed under guard by fifty depu-
ties, armed with shot-guns, and ite lead-
ers were thrown into the county jail
Then n boyoott was deolared on the
army. The commander raised & fund of
£7 and purchased bread, but the baker
who sold it waa waited on by the citizan’s
commiltee of safaty, and made to prom.
ise that he would sell no morasupplies to
the army or its leaders. The merchants
hers have resolved not to sell to thearmy
and mavy citizens have agresd mnol to
give any food or other supplies to them,

The sheriff and his deputies promised
to arrest the men for seizing & frain, and
declares they must walk out. It sppears
to be & case of freeze out. Last night
sbout 200 of the commonwealers
msrched in s body to the Firet Baptist
church, where Rav. Spurgeon Medhurst
took up a small collection for the nrmy
and presched a sermon expressing eym-
pathy for the wanderers.

THE KELLY OCROWD,

Omama, Apnl 16—CGeneral Kelley's
industrislarmy will walk out of Council
Bluffs st 30'clook this afternoon. Kelly
was notified by the sheriff that the sol-

niea of militia will escort them to the

county line, Although Governor Jack-
son refused to furnish

the army doss not intend to foot it sceoss
Iowa. Arrangements have besn made
to go as far s the Parks, six miles sast
of the Bluffs on the Rock Island, where
it is said & trainof smpty box care will
be found on a sidlng with a orew ready
to be overpowered. No trounble was ax-
perienoced here with the men and none
deserted from the ranks.

FEFFER'S RESOLUTION,

Wasmnaron, April 16, —Senator Pet-
fer has introduced a resolution provid-
ing for the creation of a new commitiee
of the senate to receive the petitions and
hear the statements of bodies of men,
liks Coxey's army, who visit the capital
for the purpose of making presentations
to congrees. The committes is required
to give suoh organizations full and re-
speotful hearings, and report to the

sanats, ;

Senator Hoar gave nolice thal when
the resolution should be taken up for
consideration he would move to smpnd
by imposing this duty on the commities
on finance.

OKLAHOMA DIVISION.

Gurunie, Okva, April 16—The Okla-
homa division of Coxey's army has just
closad arrangements with the railroad
company to take H00 of them to Wash-
ington in box oars,

Not s Kaunsas Secesuionist,
Lixcorn, Nzn, April 16, —The text of
& ramarkable letter which will be handed
to Governor Walte, addressed to thag
exscutive and the legislature of Colo-
rado, to-day, wia given to the publio by
the presa of this city on Sunday. The
suthor is & resident of Oklahoma, but
formerly of Linooln, It is & call for the
seceasion of all states weat of the Missis-
sippi, and ita author claims it will be
signed by promivent men in Texas, Kan-
saa, Okiahoms, Nebrasks, Colorado and
osher states. What action Governor
Waile will take is merely oonjecture.
The letter reviews the history of the
United States for the past twenty-five
yoars, and suggesta that the country lo
too unwieldy to be governed by ome ex-

states are antagonistio to thoss of the
East, and the silver of the former ha
besn legialated into a valuelsss
modity, The country snrgee with com-
munistic doctrine and the poor are orying
for bread. Before the '60’s slaves en-
riched their owners by thelr Inbors, but
to-day the white slaves of tne West are
struggling to fill the eapacious maws of
sastern plutooraoy.

1t siaten that the rewmedy liss in the
dissolution of the Union and the organi-
zation of @ ssparate governmemt of the

diers must “warch on” Two compe-

west. ﬁmm%wa-

scutive. The interssts of the westers




