THE ADVOCATE.

Juggling With Figures.

Edward Aikinson is the statistioal
champion of the money power, and if a
premium wers offered for malking figures
seemingly lis, by illogioal and unwar-
ranted deductions, he would sssily win
it. Apart rom his reputation ss & ma-
nipulstor of statistics, he has won some
notoristy by tracing the inoresse of des-
titution among the lsboring olasses to a
waate in cooking.

In an artiols on “Farm Morigage Sta-
tintics” in the Forum for May, Mr. At.
kinson exerpises his peculiar ability in
making the best possible showing for
debtor farmers, by an unusual sacrifice
of candor, and then takes the extraordi-
nary position that the more farmam owe,
the beitar thay are off, The comparstive
inorease of farm mortgage debt within a
given time ia the trus measurs of sgri-
oultural prosperity. The farm indebted-
nese, which increased 166 per cent.
during the lsst ocsnsus decade, while
population inorensed less than 25 per
oant., indicates thrift and waa a “pro-
gressive” increase. As Mr. Atkinson
pays: “This view of the matter la the
very raverse of the conmsiruction which
is usually given to these fsots.”’ He
might have added that his view is the
reverse of the construotion that will con-
tinue to be given them by sll persona
who use figurea to illosirate the truth
and not merely to bolster special pless
in behall of class interests,

According to Mr, Atkinson, the most
striking evidence of national prosperity
in that between 1880 and 1889, inolusive,
9,617,747 morigeges were sxsouted upon
farmas and lote, to the amount of $12,004,-
877,303, while at tha olose of the decade
$6,010,679,085 of the amount remained
unpaid. By drawing further upon the
laat oansns, his position could be greatly
strengthened, asssuming that he ia right
in estimating & man's prosperity by the
amount he owes und the intereat he haa
to pay. Ounr total private indsbledness
at the close of 1889 was 192¢ billion dol
lars—a progreesive increase of 18 billion
dollars in ten years, This omits the
proot of prosperity to be equeezed out of
our national, state, county, town and
muniocipal indebtedness. Bo that the
billion dollars and more on farma and
lota—largely the mortgaged homes of
working people—represented at that
time considerably less than one-third of
the portion of private indebtadness that
was acknowledged to the census takers.

In supporting his theory, that the gen-
eral prosperity may be truly gauged by
the amount of interest which is paid to
money lenders—the greater the aggre-
gate amount of interest the better for
the debtor olass—Mr, Atkineon haa fo
notice and make soma sort of accounting
for the sggravated distress of the past
yoar, This waa incidental and charge-
able to congressional snd legialative in-
terfaronce with the railroad corporations
to tampering with the gold standard of
value and threstening to restore depre-
mated silver to the coinage.

In making out his oase that the farm-
ors of the United States are under a de-
lusion in supposing that they are mot
enjoying normal prosperity, Mr, Atkin-
son omita pertinent facta of which two
especially essential ones will be noted
here.

While be dosa not fail to oredit the
mortgagor with the amount of mortgsged
debt liguidated during the last official
decade, he makes no mention or sstimate
of the proportion which was settled by
toreclosure and the transfer of title from
the owner to the creditor, or someons
alss, becanss of the dabtor’s inability to
pay. Yes the records will prove that this
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be at least proximutely messured by the
proportion of farma that are cooupisd by
renters and which is fast duplicating the
tenant eystem of Hurops. Tha farma of
the United States msay be clussifiad, in s
genaral senss, with results that are close
to the fruth, into thres equal divisions,
one of which is ocoupied by the owners
and unenoumbersd, one mertgaged but
atill in possession of the owners, the re-
maining third being lost to the ownera
and occupied by tenants.

The other omission of Mr. Atkinson
refarred to was in failing to nota the de-
preciation of farm lands in value within
the period of which he treats. That de-
praciation hes not been less than 50 per
oenk withio fiftesn years, taking the av-
orage of the whole country. Does tha
loss of many billions of dollars from this
source bear no such relation to the finan.
cial pondition of farmers as would justify
a prolessionsl statistician In taking it
into his calculstiona?

The impreasion Mr., Atkinson tries to
give of the sfatus of sgriculture fita
badly with the facte and figures in the
oase, sven taking the morigage record
88 quoted by himsalf. Still, crushing aa
is the sgrionltural debt, which is covered
by real estate asourity, the real distress
among prodocers ia far more truly, typi-
fied by debtasecured by chattel mortgsge.
Nebrasks is among the few atates which
require registrars of deeds to kesp tabu-
Isted records of thess transactiions. For
the year ending May 1, 1802, before the
late panio, chattal morigages were filed
in Nebrasgks to the amount of $25,185,018,
or more than two-thirds of the amount
represented by real sstate mortgages for
the same time. During that year thare
were 2,100 real sstate mortgeges satinflad
by foreclosure in the produetive state of
Nebraaka.

The foroed inferences of Mr, Atkinson
but mock the debt-stifled industries of
the nation. He is but tha apologist of
conditiona under whioh about all the
earnings of industry not required to keap
producers fed and sheltered are passing
into the hands of money lenders. The
rate at which the producing foroces of the
United Bistes have been compelled to

6| pile up debt has brought ruin to hundreds

of thonsands and must end in collapsa.
The/wealth of the world is being absorbed
by professionsl money owners throngh
the law of interest. Already 250,000 par-
sons own B0 per cent of the wealth of
the United States and have confiscating
olaims on & large portion of the remain-
ing 20 per cent.

There can be no peaceful solution of
the vital problem now demanding mtten-
tion except in & popular uprising and an
indepandent sppeal to the ballot, The
parties and politivians by whom the gov.
ernment has been surrendered tu greed
and special privilege muat be csat adrifs.
It farmers and wageworkers would save
anything and seoure the right to rational
sxistenoe they must unite their forces st
the polls. Thev have been plundered and
are inaxorably doomed ns the result of
infamous legislation diotated and paid
for by conspiring wealth. They possess
overwhelmiog numerical power and Ita
intelligent exercise in a constitutional
way is alone necesssry to compel the
substitation of laws shaped in the com:-
mon interest for legialation that has been
enacted to emable money sharks to prey
on industry and to place labor st the
feet of capital.—Rocky Mountain Nows,
May 17.

The “Dogs and the Fleas" is s comi-
oal, imstructive and intensely interest
ing book. Of ocourse it is political. Bee
premiom lst.
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Harvestar History.

Expelalor.
MeCormiek,,

For the benafit of the younger geners- mﬂm
Onob:dmo ——

tion, wa reprint below some interesting
figurea from the Desring Parm Jourmal | W'
showing the dates on whioh the Marmh
Harvestar, the Wire Binder and the
Twine Binder were firat put out by the
leading harvester manufacturers. The
older generation does not need $o be told.
It remembers Husey's Reaper in 1833
snd the MoCormiock some twelve years
later. It remembers about reading in
1858 of the sucosss of the Marsh Brothers
in their new harvester. It remembars
how the Deering people held the field
alone with this machine during moat of
the seventesn years' lifs of the patent
Then, when the patent did expire, the
older gensration rerembers that Willlam
Dearing & Co. osma out with the Wire
Binder, This was 1n 1574, and the younger
generation even, can remember the rapid
strides that followed. How after this
ploneer in automatic binders had bad
the fleld for three years, MoCormick and
the othar manufacturers fell into line;
and how in 1878 the Desring pecple
spoiled the whole wire binder business
by coming out with the Applaby Twine
Binder. Both old and young must
smile as they now look back at the frantie
sitompta mada by the late convarts to
wire binders, to push that machine In
the face of the wonderful twine binder,
and how they finally were all ultimately
compelled to fall into line and manu-
tacture the twine binder under the
Appleby patents. The Farm Joursal
talls the atory of the successive stepe in
manofacture by means of 8 witty drama
entitled “Crow and Qual," whioh ia
olinched by the following statement:

The following wre the dates on which
various manufscturers began building and
putting on the market harvesters, wire
binders and fwine binders. The dates for
Desring maochines are exact, Thoss for
competing firme are nocording to our best
knowledge.

MARSA HARVESTKE,
DEERING. .........

Wood. ..

Osborne |

MeCormiek

Buckeye e

Champlon . 1881
Flano....... T

Automntio bivdeia were firs pus upon
maohines and sold as follows:
DEERING. ..

Wood ..

MeCormlck
Buckeya,
Osbortne ..
O hnmplun

)

1575
N7
1NT7

1574
1874
1877
I
1678
11

Flano.. 1889

The Aypluby wwine binder wes applicd to | Med!

the Marah harvesters aa followa:
DEFRI‘\G - -

1874 15

Child lubur un:u:du-l-!) id not &
“resource of the poor,” it is & crime of
ospitaliom, Capitalism ocounts upon re-
duging the father's wages by smploying
the child. The avilization that makss
it & part of ita economio plan is reeking
with the blood of iamocents. Not to
make poverty endurable, but to sbol-
inh 1, ia the mission of sociai dem corany
~Twentieth Century, May 10,

“Stubborn Faota in & Nutahall,” Hng-
liab, German or Swede; five ocents ssch;
#4 per handred; §30 per thovssnd, Ad-

dresn Peopla's parly headquartars, To- --

paka.

THE MARKETS.

CHi10A00, May 21, 1804
WHEAT—Csah, 663 centa; July, 57)¢ centa;
a'(?:w'«l 1 conts; July, 1% eents;
sept. -hh. ' :

conts; July, 9j§ conta
I‘bll—(.uh IE. i
LIVE #TOCK.

Kawaan Crrw, May n. IIt
unu—sh%ntn;);h-m s n

d
ngs“tig‘.‘ k of sal um;:‘m lights, rt
ors and plgn, HANBA, .‘;5 . 5
HORSNA,

W, B Tough & Son, mansgers of the Kansas
Clty Btook Yarda borse and mule department,
repors the market as boing decidedly off.
Pricea are from §7 1o §10 lower than during the
past wouk on everything exceps atylish road-
stars and kneo wetors. This class are still sall-
Ing falrly well. Legxgy, rough coupled drafs
horses are hard to sell st any price and it i
almosat impossible to get a bld on & cheap,
pluggy horwe.

Extira
Q:ad d::n..'«m 7num

Extra drivers * B

Good drivers =

Baddle good o exirs

Southern mares and v W~

Waentarn mr unbro on. veer 000

Wessern ponles ................. 19560
MU LIS,

Markes falrly sotive. A Uitlo more move-
meont In all grades. Prices steady at quota-
Hone
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16 to 16}, good o exira
WooL
Silberman Bros,, 319 sod 214 Michigan streas,
Chlcago, get ont & weekly roport of the wool

market which they will be glad to send on ap-
plication,

Prices for Kansas and Nebrasks wools are :
Fins (heavy),. .

Floe (eholoe
Fine modlun:
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Cottad, otc o
Blnck..

OES WOOL GROWING PAY?

Pay.

epends upon how you sell ;'uur

nhlf n direct to market and toumuht houn. ©® lt
It 18 no experiment. Our sbippors testify to 1%

- upanimonsly. We will not only obtain the highest markes
prica for your Wool, if youahip ua, but wewill send you quiok
returne,  Weo are revolutioniring the Wool trude by our

Prompt Sales and

« We havedone what

5] the Wool trade sald was Impossible. Instead of taking six to
| twelve months to make returna for Wool, as most houses do,
wemakereturns {n that many days, and our shippers back ua
up fn thiastatement. Write for Prices on Wool and ses the
tostimonials of mahlmu. We ure not an exclusive Wool

house, but handie
SUMMERS, MORRISON &

Commison Norehat, {74 50, Hle S, Chag,

When writing sdvertisers meotion Advooste

AMetropolitan Nauonal Bank,
Chicago, and this Puper,
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