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ENLIGHTENING OVEBMYEE.

More About the Beauties and Advantages of

Paternalism.

To Governor Overmycr:

A celebrated French artist haa made

ua acquainted with a most worthy coun-

try gentleman who had talked prose all

hia life without knowing it. So you and

I have lived under paternalism all our

lives and have jaat waked up to it. I
confess I was slow in coming to the con-

clusion that it wcs the duty of the gen-

eral government to assume the owner-

ship end control of the railroads of the
country and run them in the interest of

the people instead of a few favored ones

who were thus enabled to live off the
sweat and toil of their fellow met, a
thing utterly and flagrantly hostile to

the very first and fundamennal principle
of democracy. Why I should have been
so slow and reluctant I can't now for

the life of me understand. The con-

trary seems bo outrageously unjust to

the masses, and so indefensible as a prin-

ciple that I wonder that I should not
have seen it in that light on its first
presentation to my mind. But the last
few years have been great edaoators in
political economy and the duties of gov-

ernment to the people the last year, in
particular which has demonstrated in

more ways than one that either the gov-

ernment must own the railways or the
railways will own and run the govern-

ment
So slow are we to reverse the teach-

ings and traditions of a lifetime and

adopt the plainest dictates of reason
and common sense. What! lay out
roads and build them and make them a

present to the Goulds, Huntingtons,
Stanford & Co.! That' just what the
people of Kansas and the United States

have done to the extent of thousands of

millions of dollars, as thj governor of

Kansas declared in his message in 1883.

And not content with that, complica-

tions now confront the general govern-

ment arising out of the faot that it not
only furnished Stanford, Huntington &

Co. with funds and lands sufficient to
construct the Central Pacific but with

millions which they put down in their
lowermost pockets and now defy the
whole authority of the nation which they
set at naught in so administering the
Pacific roads that it is doubtful if they
mean to pay the enormous debt they
owe the nation. And yet during this
time, they haye been running the roads

to the detriment and ruin of the people

of the territories and of California, who

are almost in a state of insurrection at
the abuses and injuries heaped upon

them by these agents and servants (no,
maateis) of the country. E7ery discern-is- g

man views the railway problem with
alarm. Even the most democratic of
English publio journals and a thorough
friend of ours, the London Chronicle,

ia;a of it: "Millions of acres of publio

lands were given with a light heart to
railway corporations whioh now threaten
to strangle the republio in their octopus
grasp This is the real, praotical an-

archism which ruins states, compared

with which the anarchism of desperate
fanatics is almost innoouous.
Except the Russian and German mon-aroh- s,

no men in the world are clothed
with greater power than American
way magnates. Things have come to
a pass there when the people have to
consider what is to be done with the
railways. It is impossible to allow the
owners to go any further as they plsaae.
There is no solution except for the stats
toasmmeand exercise its undoubted
supreme authority, under which the

a2rsn shall be quasi-stat- e oQ rials In

THE ADVOCATE,
stead of private servants of the Goulds
and Vanderbilta."

And so of the express companies; and
the remedy is the same in their casa as
with the railroads. A leading republi-

can paper just air hand says of them:
The legislature of this and other states
ought to pass laws cutting down the
rates charged by express companies.
Freight tariffs are very oheap compared
with the schedules of express compa-

nies. There is not a trust or monopoly

in the country that charges such extor-

tionate prices as the Adams, and the
Pacific express companies. The
American, United States and other
companies are all apparently in the
pooL Their rates are little better than
confiscation of property."

But there is a worse effect still of our
false system of paternalism. What is
it? Why. a country 'dotted and filled

with corporations (a hundred thousand,
icis said) instruments of government
for all imaginable purpopes, many of

them with charters or powers of attorney
more sacred and inviolable than our con-

stitution and laws, for the latter can be
altered, amended or repealed by the
people at their will and pleasure, while
the former are out of reach of the sover-

eign authority of the country, held to be
irrepealable and unalterable. Thus con-

stitutions can be altered and ordinary
laws be repealed, but special privileges
declared vested rights can't be altered
or disturbed, no matter how immense

the burden they entail on the commun-

ity, or how great the blunder perpe-

trated in their creation. And this is an-

other beautiful paternalistio feature that
has grown up under tha partial adminis-

tration of our affairs and which must be
reserved by the enfranchisement of our
whole people and not of a favored few.

And what is the result of this entire
false and fraudulent system, by which

the few have been built up and the
masses ignored. It is seen in 8,000 mil-

lionaires in the land where forty years
ago there were but two; and in 25,000
families who have already raked in over

half of all the property of the country,
and are fast absorbing the rest by virtue
of the bonda, mortgages, and securities
that represent the first. Have these
been made by the government, you ask?

Listen to Colonel Van Horn, of the Kan-

sas City Journal, and learn: "Million-

aires are made by the law that gives to

one man or a few men the privileges
and powers of society. With the ex-

ception of the A9tors and the owners of

the Comstock mine, our millionaires have
been made from railroads.
Society selects . a few men and invests
them with the power of eminent do-

main and thus gives them all that can
be taken from the people by reason of

that power; there are not a half dozsn
of them to-da-y that are anything more
than holders of property under the
delegation of its power by so-

ciety. People are beginning
to ask the question, whether the grant-

ing of its powers by society to individ-

uals is not more detrimental than it
would be to exercise them directly by
itself. A corporation only exercises the
inherent powers of society granted it.
The future question is to ba: Is it not
better for the state to put into effect

and use its own powers." Good for
Colonel Van Horn. He has evidently,
like many of the rest of us, got; hia eyes

open at last.
I was intending to quote largely from

Senator Ingall'a great speech of 1801, to
the same effect as to evils in the ad-

ministration of our system (of the mil-lio- n

aires who toil not and spin not, eta),
and the remedies in the premises. But
the Advocat recently gave tha epssoh

in full and the reader can consult it for
himself.

Bat even you and I, governor, have
sometimes been betrayed into an appro-
val and admiration of government pa-

ternalism. For example, when the city
fire engine drew up in front of our
dwelling in an .emergenoy and saved it
from ashes, we embraced the opportu-
nity to treat the boys to 'oysters and
coffee at least. I .know I did, and I
don't think you so emancipated Jfrom
ordinary human nature that you would
not have done likewise. And when a
burglar was infesting our house, the
government police was a mighty handy
institution to have around. And our
postoflloe and school systems should
have been a constant reminder to us that
we were living under a paternalistio sys-

tem. And while so many cities are
struggling against bankruptcy and liti-

gation growing oat of contracts with
water, gas and electric light fiends, how
consolitory it must be to them to be-

hold their nefchbonng town (like Water-vill- a,

Me.), running all these at cost and
without trouble and disturbance from
within or without the people contented
and paying from one-thir- d to one-hal- f

for all these what neighboring towns
and cities are paying for inferior accom-

modations in the same line. Indeed, I
am informed that Topeka owns and
operates an electric light plant and has
for years; and that it has done more to
make her streets safe at night than the
whole police force of the city.

And what is this thing denominated
nationalism (rather than paternalism),
and what does it mean? It means the
administration of things publio in their
nature by the state or by .the publio,
with no infringement of natural rights
of the individual leaving strictly per-

sonal things to personal initiative and
control. And I confess to seeing noth-

ing frightful in that, do you? And this
nationalizar works for the benefit of the
whole instead of the few. That is its
great fault with those who have hitherto
profited by the system of grants, corpo-

rations and special privileges. They can
no longer feather their ne3ts at the ex-

pense of the toilers and the masses, and
hence their kick. They have enjoyed
the paternal benefits and blessings for
half a century and have grown stronger
and stronger and more able to kesp the
weaklings in subjeotion. Therefore, as
I said last week, turn about would ba
fair play. But even that is not pro-

posed; but a system that would treat all
alikeso that its benefits, like the daws
of heaven, would fall , indiscriminately
upon alL So, common people, come for-

ward and take possession of your own
governments and run them in your own
interest. Hitherto, you have had very
little to do with them and have derived
very little benefit from them.

A Linn County Fabmeb.

Great is Humbug.

Editor Advocate: Why don't Mor-

rill and Blue stiok to their text? If
they ever made an honest speech in their
lives they made it at Kansas City at the
opening of their campaign when they
were standing squarely on their plat-for-

They say in their platform; "The
republican party demands the use of

both gold and silver as standard money,

with such restrictions and under such
provisions to be determined .by legisla-

tion," eta All else in their platform in

regard to silver or gold or paper is a
mere jargon of words and parity prattle
to cover up their real purpose of issuing
demonetized silver and depreciated pa-

per money, as haa been done in the last
thirty years for the benefit cf the money

pirates, and then hoodwink the people
by howling for an honest dollar.

Is there a man in all Kansas so blind
that he cannot see that we are demand-
ing the free coinage of silver for the very
purpose of removing those restrictions
by legislation which the republican
party has put upon silver and which it
still demands in its platform? Can we
not see that all their declarations about
money mean nothing after they have re-

stricted the free coinage of silver as they
have done, and as they will do if they
are returned to power? My God! what
are the people of the West thinking
about? Are they asleep to their in-

terest? Tom Evans.

Destroy Liberty to Preserve Civilization.
The Progressive Farmer directs atten-

tion to a dispatch sent from Washing-
ton, July 2, to the Chicago Inter-Ocean- .

In it the following words appear:

"Publio men here are very reluctantly
arriving at the conclusion that this
country may be called upon to decide
whether it shall become necessary to
dsstroy liberty in order to preserve civ-

ilization."
Commenting upon it the former paper

says: "This is one of the most astound-
ing, and indeed the most startling dec-

laration that has appaarad in the pluto-

cratic press." Farmers and working-me- n,

read carefully the3e lines. Weigh
them well and reflsot. Consider in what
short time you may hare no voice in the
affairs of this republic.

It may not be out of place to examine
this "liberty" and "civiliz ation." It will
not be denied that there are several
kinds of "liberty" and a "civilization."
First, there is natural liberty and civil
liberty. Then there is political liberty
and religious liberty.

Natural liberty is defined as consisting
"in the power of aoting as one thinks fit,
without any restraint or control, exoept
from the laws of nature." Is this the
kind of liberty to be destroyed by plu-

tocracy in order to preserve civilization?
Political liberty is "the freedom of a

nation or state from all unjust abridge-
ment of its rights and independence by
another state." Is this the kind of
liberty which plutocracy proposes to de-

stroy in order to preserve civilization?
Religious liberty i3 the "free right of

adopting and enjoying opinions on religi-

ous subjects, and of worshipping the Su-

preme Bsing, according to the dictates
of conscience, without external control."
Is this also the kind of liberty whioh

plutocracy intends to destroy in order to
preserve civilization?

"Civil liberty is the state of men in a
state of society, so far only abridged and
restrained as is necessary and expedient
for the safety and interest of the society,

state or nation." Is civil liberty, then,
to be destroyed by plutocraoy in order to
preserve civilization?

"Civilization is the state of being re-

fined in manners from the grossness of
savage life, and improved in the arts and
learning."

Did the dispatch to the Inter-Ocea- n

mean that liberty, whether, natural,
political, religious or civil, is to be de-

stroyed in order to preserve the people

of this republio in a state of being re-

fined from the grossness of savage life

and improve them in the arts and learn-

ing?
No, verily ! By "liberty" it meant the

right of voice or vote in the management
of governmental affairs, and by "civiliza-

tion" is meant the maintainanos of the
present conditions brought about by the
passage of unjust laws through the in-

fluence and power of corporations, capi-

talists and income classes.

The "civilization" t? ba preserved, by


