THH ADVOOATE.

ENLIGHTENING OVERMYER.
Hore About the Beauties and Advantages of
Paternalism.

To Governor Overmijer.

A celebrated French artist has made
us acquainted with » most worthy coun-
try gentloman who had talked prose all
his life without knowing it So yousnd
I have lived under paternalism all our
lives snd have just waked up foit. I
confees T was slow in coming to the con-
* oplusion that it wos the duty of the gen-

aral government to assume the owner-
ship snd control of the railroads of the
country and run them in the intarset of
the people instead of a few favored ones
who were thus ensbled to liva off the
sweat and foil of their fellow men, n
thing utterly snd flagrantly hostile to
the very firat and fundamennal prinociple
of demooracy. Why I should have been
go alow and reluciant I can’t mow for
the lite of me understand, The con-
trary seems so oulrsgeonsly upjust to
the masses, and so indefensible a3 a prin-
ciple that I wonder that I should not
have ssen it in that light on ita first
presentation to my mind. Bub the last
fow years have been grest eduoatora in
political economy and the dutiea of gov-
ernment to the people—ihe last year, in
partionlar—which hea demonstrated in
more ways than ons that sither the goy-
emwent musé own the rallwayaor the
roilwaya will own snd run the govern-
mant.

S0 slow are we to revarse the tesch-
inge and traditions of a lifetime and
adopt the plainest diolaies of reason
sod eccmmon senve, What! lay out
roads and build them aud maks them a
'prucnt to the Goulds, Huntingtons,
Biaoford & Co! That's just what the
people of Kansss and the United States
have dons to the extent of thousands of
millions of dollare, sa tha governor of
Eanssa deolared in his msssage in 1885,
And not content with that, complica-
tions now oconfront the general govern-
went arising out of the fack that it not
only furnished Stanford, Huaotington &
Co. with funds and lands svfficient to
comsiruck the Central Pacifio but with
millions which they put down in thair
lowermoet pookets and now daly the
whole authority of the nation which they
sst at nsoght in so administering the
Pacifio roada that it is doubiful if they
mean to pay the emormous debt they
owe the nstion. And yes during this
time, they haye been running ths roada
fo the detriment and ruin of the psopls
of the territories and of Californis, who
are almost ina state of insurreciion st
the sbuses and injuriea heaped upon
ibem by these sgents and servanta (no,
mastere) of the counbry. Every discern-
isg man views the rallway problam with
alarm. HEven the most demooratic of
Hoglish publio journals and a thorough
friend of ours, the London Chronicle,
says of it: “Millions of nores of publio
lands were given with s light hearh to
railway corporations whioh now ibreaten
to sirangle the republic 1n their cotopus
graap. This in the real, practioal an-
arohism which ruise states, compared
with whioh the anarohism of desperals
fanatios is slmost innocuous, * * *
Exospt the Russisn and German mon-
archs, no men in the world are olothed
with greater power than Amerioan rail-

. way msgnates. Thioge bave come to
s pass there when the peopls have to
oconsider what is to be done with the
rallwaya. It ia impossible to allow the
owners {0 go any further as Lthey please.
There 11 no solution except for the state
fo asiume and exercise il undoubted
qp-l suthority, under which the

ilﬂl be quasi-state offl sials in-

gtead of private servania of the Goulde
and Vanderbilts.”

And so of the express companies; and
ths remedy is the same in their cass as
with the raiirosds. A leading republi-
can paper just af hand says of them:
“T'he lagislature of this and other sistes
ought topass lawa outling down the
rates charged by express oompanies,
Freight tariffs are very cheap compared
with the schedules of express comps-
niss. There is not a trust or monopoly
in the country that eharges auoh extor-
tionate pricsa as the Adaws, and the
Pacific express ocompaniea. The
Amerioan, United States and other
companies sre all sppareatly in the
pool. Their rates ara little better than
confiscation of property.”

But there is & worse offect still of onr
false system of paternslism. Whatis
it? Why. s countey Jdotted sad filled
with corporations (8 hundred thomand,
ic18 eaid) instrumenta of goOvernment
for pll imaginable purpopes, many of
them with charbars or powers of sttornay
more sacred and inviolable than our con-
stitution and laws, for the latfar can be
alterad, amended or repealed by the
people at their will sad pleasure, while
the former ara out of reasch of the sover-
sign suthority of the coantry, hald to be
irrepealable and unalterabls, Thus con-
stitutions oan bs altered and ordinary
Iaws ba rapealed, but special privilages
dealared veated rights oan’t be allarad
or disturbad, no matter how immense
the burden they entail on the commun.
ity, or how great the blunder perpe-
teated in their oreation. And this is an-
other beautiful paternaliatio feature that
haa grown up under the partisl adminis-
tration of our affairs and which must ba
redarvad by the enfranchisemant of our
whols people and not of & favored few.

And what is the reault of this entire
false and fraudulent systam, by which
the few have been bailt op sod the
waases ignored. 16 iassen in 8,000 mil-
lionaires ia the land whare forby years
ago there were but two; and in 25,000
familiss who have already raked ip over
half of all the property of the ocountry,
and ara fast absorbing the rest by virtue
of the bonds, mortgages, and seourities
that represent the firef. Have these
been made by the government, yon ask?
Listen to Oslonsl Van Horn, of the Kan-
sas City Journal, snd learn: “Million.
aires are made by the law that gives to
oneman or & few men the privilegss
und powsrs of society., With the ex-
oeption of the Astors and the ownera of
ths Comatock mine, our milhionaires hava
been made from railroads, ®* *= *
Society selects a Tew men and inveata
them with the powsr of eminent do-
main and thue givee them all that can
be taken from the people by reason of
that power; there are not & half dozan
of them to-day thal are anything more
than holders of property wunder the
delegation of ita power by so-
olaty. * * * Paople are baginning
to sak the question, whether the grant-
ing of ita powara by soolety to individ-
uals is not more deirimental than it
would be to exercise them directly by
itselt, A oorporation only exercises the
inherent powera of society granted ik
The future question ia to ba: Is it not
batter for the state to put into effeol
and use its own powera” Good for
Colonal Van Horn. He haas evidently,
liks many of the rest of us, got)hia ayas
open at last,

I was intending to quote largely from
Ssnator Ingall's great spesch of 1891, to
the same affact as to evils ia the ad-
miniatration of our system (of the mil.
lionaires who toil nok and spin not, eto.),
nnd the mdlu ia thpu-lnl. Bat

the Anvooats recsnbly gave the spesch
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in full and the readar can consult it for
himself.

Bat even you and I, governor, bave
somabimes been betrayed into an appro-
val and admiration of government pa-
ternaliam, For exampls, when the city
flre engine drew up in front of our
dwelling in an emergenoy and saved 1t
from nshes, we ambraoced the opportu-
nity fo treat the boys to “oystars and
coffee at lemst. I lmow I did,and I
don’t think you #o emancipated}from
ordinary human nature that you would
not huve done likewise. And when s
barglar waa infesting our houss, the
goverament police was & mighty handy
institution to have around. Aund our
postoffice and sohool systems ahould
have been a constant reminder to us that
we were living under a paternalistio sys-
tom. And while s0 many cities arve
gtrugglibg againat bankruptoy sand liti-
gation growing ont of contracls with
water, gas sud slectrio light flands, how
oonsolitory it must ba to them to be-
hold thelr neighboring town (like Water-
ville, Ma.), ruaning all thess at ooat and
without trouble and disturbsnce from
within or without—$he people contented
and payiog from one-third to one-hsif
for all thess what naighboring towns
and cities are paying for inferior accom-
modations in the same line. Indead, I
am informed that Topeka owns and
operates sn slectrio light plant and haa
for years; and that 1% has done moras to
make her atrssta safe at night than the
whole police foroe of ths oity.

And what is this thing denominated
nationsliam (rather Sthan paternsliam),
sod what doss it mean? It means the
administration of things public in their
nature by the atate oc by ,the publio,
with no infringoment of natural righte
of the individual—leaving striotly per-
sopal things to personal initiative and
conkrol, And I oonless b0 sesing noth-
ing frightful in that, do you? And this
nationalizer works for the benefit of the
whole instead of the few. That isita
groat fault with thoss who have hitherto
profited by the system of grauts, corpo-
rations snd apecial privileges, They oan
no longer feather their neata at the ex-
pense of the toilers and the masses, and
bence their kiok. They have snjoyed
the paternal benefila and bleasings for
halt s century and havs grown atronger
and atronger and mors sble to keap the
wedaklioga in snbjection., Therefors, se
I said lsat week, turn sbout wounld be
fsir play. Bot even that ia not pro-
posed; bat a system that would freat all
alike—s0 that its benafita, lilkka the dows
of heaven, would fall indisoriminataly
upon sll. 83, common peopls, come for-
ward and take posspssion of your own
governmenta and run them in your own
interest. Hitherto, you have had very
little to do with them and have derived
very litile benefit from tham.

A Liws Cousry Faruag,

Great is Humbag,

Eprror Avvooars:—Why don't Mor-
rill and Blue stiok to their fext? It
they ever made an honest spesch in their
lives they made it at Kunsas City at the

opening of their campaign when Gthay
were standing squarely on their plat-
form. They say in their plattorm; “The
republican party demands the use of
both gold and silver as standard money,
with sach restrictions and uader such
provisiona to be determined by legisle-
tion,” ste. All alsa in their platform in
regard fo silver or gold or paperiss
mere jargon of words and psrity pratile
to gover up their real purposs of issuing
demonstizad silver and depregiated pa-
por monay, a2 has been done in the last

$hirky years for the benedl§ of lhm
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pirstes, snd then hoodwink the peopls
by bowling for an honest dollar,

Is thers 8 man in all Kanssa so blind
that he oannot see that we are demand-
ing the fres coinage of silver for the very
purpose of removing thoss restrictions
by legislation which tha republicsn
party has put upon silver and which i%
still domanda in ita plaiform? Can we
not ses that all their declarations sbout
monsy mean nothing after they have re-
strioted the free coinage of silver na they
have done, and as they will do if they
are returned to power? My God! what
are the peopls of the West thinking
sbout? Are ihey ssleep fo their in-
terest? Tox Evaxs,

Destroy Liberty to Preserve Clvillzation.

The Progresaive Farmer directs atten-
fion to a dispatoh sent from Washing-
ton, July 2, to the Chicago Inter-Ooean.
In it the following words appear:

“Pablic men here are very reluctantly
arriving st the conclusion that this
country may be ocalled upon to decide
whether it shall become necessary to
deatroy liberby in order to preserva civ-
ihzation.”

Commenting upon it the former paper
gays: “This is one of the most sstound-
ing, and indesd the most atartling deo-
laration that has appaarad in the pluto-
oratic press.” Farmers and working-
man, read oarefully these linea,. Waigh
them well and rafiact, Consider in what
ghort time you may have no yoice in the
affairs of this republic.

It may not be out of place to axamine
this “liberky” and Yoivilization.” It will
not be deniad that there are several
kinda of “libarty” and s “oivilization."
First, thare 18 natural libarly and otvil
libsety. Then thera is political libarky
and religions liberty.

Natural liberty is defined ss consiating
“in the powar of acting a9 one thinks fit,
withoat any restraint or coatrol, exospt
from the lawa of nature.” ls this the
kind of libarty to ba destroyed by plu-
tocracy in order to praserve oivilization?

Politioal liberty ia “iha freedom of a
nstion or state from all upjust abridge-
ment of its righta and independence by
snother state” Is this the kind of
liberty which plutocrsoy proposes to de-
stroy In order to preserva civilization?

Religious libarby ia the “free right of
adopting and enjoyiog opinions on religi-
ous subjects, and of worahipping the Su-
prems Bsing, according to the dictates
of conaocience, withont extarnal control,”
Is this slso the kind of hberty which
plutoorscy intsnds to destroy in order to
preserve oivilization?

“Civil libarty is the state of men in a
state of society, 8o far only abridged and
reatrained as is necessary and sxpadiant
for the safsty and interest of the society,
state or nation.” Is civil liberty, then,
to be deatroyed by plutoorsoy in ordsrto
preserve oivilization?

“Qivilization is the state of baing re-
fined in manners from the grossnesa of
savage lifs, and improved in thearta and
learning.”

Did the dispatoch to the Inter-Ocean
mean that liberty, whether, natural,
pohitical, religious or civil, is to be de-
stroyed in order to pressrve the people
of this republic in » stste of being re-
fined from the grossness of savage lifs
and {mprove them in the arts and learn-
ing?

No, verily! By “liberly” it meant the
right of voice or vole in the management
of governmental affaics, and by “civiliza-
tion” is means Lthe maintainance of the
pressut conditions brought about by the
passage of upjust Iaws through the in.
fluence and powse of corporations, oapl-
talists and income oclssses,

The “oivilization” to be pressrred by
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