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NEGLECT OF LADOR'S INTEREST.
What abould be one of the most fm-
portaut departments of the State gov-
ernment (s in practically the same in-
uignificant position that It held at the
time¢ of Its creation, nearly thirteen
yaars ngo. The State Buresu of Labar
and Industrin) Statlsties wis established
{0 1887, and the duty of the huresn was
sinted in the act to be “to eollect, assort,
tize and present In annual e
porta to the Governor, to be by him bi-
ennlally transmitted to the Legislature,
statistieal detalls relating to all depart-
monts of labor und Industrisl pursults
in the State, especially in their relution
to0 the commorcial, Industrial, soelal,
educntional and sunitary condltion of
the laboring classes, and to the perma-
nent prosperity of the productive In-
dustries of the State” Since that time
fhere hns been no change in the law;
the Commissloner's duties are the same,
exoept that present conditions have
‘wreatly snlarged (heir seope; he recelves
the mame ‘meager sufary, and it 1s atill
padd quarterly, although the Commis-
gloner I not usualy & mun who steps
{nto the offiee from a position thut has
glven him the salury of a bank presi-
dent; he s still requived to visit and
inspect the principal factories, work-
ghops and minen In the State, although
that work in itself is more than enotigh
to keop two men busy all the time
The law orlginally provided that the
Commisaloner should have an office
with the Becretary of the State Board
of Agriculture, e now hus an office
in the south wing of the State houss, but
that 18 the only additlonal potice that
has been tnken of his worlk.

The work of the lsbor bureaus s
yenlly of vast tmportance. It i8 socio-
Jogleal in itz nature and its results
are Intended to be of Immeasurable
benefit to the people. The labor burean
has been a factorin advancing the wel-
fars of the laboring classes ever since
fts Inveption, and it is high time that
it should be resoued from the ignomy
of belng obliged o pose as n beggar
for pssiglance necessary o carry out
its work. Labor Commissioner Johunson
18 constantaly hampered becanse he Is
supposed to do first-cluss work with
ffth-clags facillties. The total mmount
of money which the State expeands
yearly through the Labor Commisaioner,
salarios and everything else. Iz a small
amount over $3,000, and on that sum he
is expected to do $10,000 worth of work.
The Labor Commissioner la not over-
whelmed with favors from corporations
—his rallroad transportation is pald for
In ml:i but that does not in any way
Tessen the Importance of the work he Is
doing. His department comes nearer
“to the people than apy other, and he is
closer in touch with their real condi-

tion aund more In sympathy with thelr
needs

The Increased Interest in soclology Is
arousing increased Interest In bureaus
of this nature, This I8 insanced In the
almost dally inquiries received by Com-
missioner Johnson for the reports of the

. Kanssa bureay. Othor States are en-

rglng the work and equipment of thelr
bureaus. Kansas, of all States,

ghould not be behind in this matter.
“The Labor Commissioner should have
‘a better and more commodious office,
n larger salary, pald monthly, more as-
_glstance and more funds with which to
- ¢arry on the work. He should not be
glinted. The workingmen of the State

* should agitate this matter. Their most

direct utative at the caplitol does
T pccupy the position that the impor-

. tance of his office demands, and they

have ft in thelr powaer, it they will, to
see that a change 1s made.

YOUR ARSISTANCE WANTED.

The aditor of the Advocate and News
intends that each number of the paper
shall be an fmprovement over the pre-
oeding Iseue, He l§ desirons of elimi-
nallng any features which do not en-
bance the yalue of the paper to its read-
ors and of adding any new onea which
will aid In making the Advoeate and
Newd the Jeading Kansas weekly and
the leading reform puper of the country.

A nawspaper may be clussified among
what sre known as “publie utllitles;"”
it is something more than a mere mon-
ey-maker for Its ownor, and its rendors
who depend wpon it for news and, to
wotne extent, for guldance as 1o action to
be taken In public matters are entitled
to some volee In controling the char-
ncler of the matter which i placed be-
fore them weekly, Thorefore the edi-
tor of this paper solleits adviee which
will ald him In Improving the tone and
influence of the publication, This s not
a new ldea. It has been carried oul
hefors by many papers, but it has gen-
erally ended with the simple request,
and the reader has had no recompense
for his trouble. This ia hardly faig to
him, and to muke the matter equitable
the Advoeate and News makes the fols
lowing proposition:

To any person who will noswer the
following questions, Iooking at them
from his own standpoint, adding any
gdditionn! opinlons that he seeqs Mt and
pending his answer Lo thls paper, the
Advocate and News will give o pald-up
gubscription for two months from the
date of his answer. This Is a falr offer.
The paper ls certuinly worth something
to yon, and your opinion of the way in
which the paper can be improved will
Lo of value to the editor. The answers
are not for publieation, and should the
edlitor desire to publish any of the opin-
lons recelved the consent of the writer
will first be obtalned. .

All that Is guked on your part Is your
honest oplnion in reply to the follow-
Ing questions:

1. What la it that makes the best
newspaper? That ls, what Is It that
makes the best paper stand oit above
all others?

L How can the Advocate pnd Newa
be mude more valuable to you? What
improvements ¢an be added In the way
of new features, and what Is there that
tan be mdvantageously discarded?

3. The Advocate and News desires not
only to appeal to the “producers” as
the farmer and wage-Carner are some-
timed called, but 1t wishes earnestly
and vigorously to champlon thelr inter-
eats.  What suggestions ean youn make
as to the policy of the paper along
this line?

4. What do you think of the size of
the paper, general appearancs, pictures,
headings, departments, ete.?

It should be borne In mind that the
Advocate end News reaches persons of
widely varylng ideas on some subjects,
and that they are scattered all over the
country; that it smay be Imposalble for
the paper to incorporate certain meth-
ods Into its plan of publleation, owing
to Jocal and other conditions, and that
what is wanted fs your own opinion
of what will make the Advocats and
Nows g batter paper than It is at present,

This proposition is good for old sub-
seribers as well as for new readers. Any
person who 18 already on the Hst will
recelve an extension of his subserip-
tion for two months upon complance
with the ahove request,

Some newspaper talk has besn made
because the Larned Tiller and Toiler has
declured for o renomination of Gov-
ernor Leedy, Why should thers bs any
specinl significance attached (o this
fact? When the people of Kansas fally
understand the work of the present ad-
minlstration the State oficers will re-
relve secand terms, and present appear-
ances indicate that there will be little
opposition In so far as the renomina-
tions are concerned,

During the coming week the teach-
ern of Kansas will own Topeka. The
anpual meeting of the Kansas State
Teachers' Assoclation 18 an event in the
State's record of the year, The trainers
of future statesmen and influentlal elti-
rens will gain a great deal from this
vear's meaating. The prominent educa-
tors who will make addresses are among
the most capable In the country, and
the program I8 of unusual excellence.

A reference was inadveriantly mmde
in fast week's Advoeate and News to
“Private Secrotary” Fleharty, which
thould bave read Executive Clerk. This
correction 14 made in justlee to Private

Becretary Little,
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CHAPTER L
THE PARTY ON SPECIAL NO. DIR,

Any one who hopes to find in what s
hero written a work of literature had
better lay it msido nnread. At Yalo 1
should have got the sack inrhetoric and
English compesition, let alone other
sindies, had it not been for the fact
that I played half back on'the team and
#0 the professors marked ma away up
above where I ought to have ranked
That was 18 yearsago, but my life since
# received my parchment has handly
been of u kind to improve me in cither
style of groommar, It is Grus that ons
woman tells me I write well and my
dimotors never find fanlt with my com-
positions, but I know that she likes my
letters because, whatever else they may
suy to her, they always say in some
form, “‘I love you," while my board
Approves my annuil reports becanse thus
fur I hsve been uble to end each with
I recvmmend the deolamstion of o divi-
dend of — per cent from the earnings
of the current year.” T should therefore
prefer to reserve my writings for such
frisndly eritics if it did not seem noces-
sary to muke public w pluin statement
concerning an affair over which there
appenrs o be mnch confosion. 1 have
heird in the last five years not less than
20 renderings of what is commonly
culled “the great K and A. train rob-
bery,”’ wome so twisted and distarted
that but for the intermediate versions I
should never have reeognized them na
attanpty to narrate the series of eventa
in which I played & somewhat promi-
nent part.

I huve vend or been fold that, anas-
aisted, the péendo hero captured n dozen
desperadoes; that he wis one of the road
agents himself; that he wes saved from
lynching only by the timely mrrival of
cavalry; that the sction of the United
States government in resouning him from
the civil authorities wnas s most high
handed interference with state rights;
that he received his rewutd from a grate-
ful railrond by being promoted; that s
lovely woman us recompensa for hia vil-
Ininy—but, bother; it's my business to
tell what really corurred  and not what
the world chooses to invent. And if any
man thinks he would have done other-
wise in my position I can only suy that
he is » better or o worse man than Dick
Glordon.

Primurily, it was football which
shaped wy end. Owing to my skill in
the gume, I took a postgradunte at the
Sheffield Scientific school, that the team
might haye my services for au extra tyo
years, That led fo my knowing a little
about mechunical engineering, and when
I loft the “‘quad’ for good I went into
the Alton railroad shops. It wasn't loug
before I was foreman of a section; next
1 becrane & division superintendent, and
ufter I had stuck to that for & time I
waa appointed suporintendent of the
Eansas and Arizons railroad, s line ex-
tending from Trinidad in Kansas to The
Neodles in Arizonm, tapping the Mis-
ponri Western system ot the first place

" and tho Great Southern at the other,

With both lines we had important traffic
agroements, o8 well ns the closest rela-
tions, which sometimes were a little
difficult, as the two roads were anything
but friendly. Aud we had dircctors of
each on the K. and A. board, in which
they fonght like cats. Indeed it could
only be & question of time when oune
would oust the other and then absorb
my road, My headquarters were at Al-
buquerque, in New Mexico, and it wus
there, in October, 1890, that I received
the commuuication which was the bo-
ginning of all that followed.

This initial factor was a lstter from
the president of the Mimouri Western,
telling me that their fiest vice president,
Mr. Cullen (who was also s director of
my ropd), Was coming gub to atbend the

annual election of the K. aod A., which
under onr charter hud fo be held in Ash
Forks, A. T. A seccond paragraph told
me that Mr. Cullen's family accompa-
nied him, and that they all wished to
visit tho Grand cunyon of the Colorado
on their way. Finolly the president
wrote that the party traveled in hisown
private car and asked me to make my-
self genorally usefal to them. Having
becoms quite hardened to just such da-
mands, st the proper date I ordered my
soperintendent’s cor on to No. 9, and
the next marning it wis dropped off at
Trinidad. .

The moment No, 8 mrived I climbed
into the president’s specind, that was
the Inst car on the train, and introduced
myself to Mr. Callen, whom, thongh an
official of my road, I had never met. He
soemed surprised ot my presencs, bat
grovted me very pleasantly as poon as I
explained that the Missouri Western
office had asked me to do what I conld
for him and that Twas there for that
purpose, His party were about to sit
down to breakfast, and he asked me to
join them. Sowe pussed into the dining
room at the forwnrd end of the car,
where I was introdnced to “* My son, '’
‘“Lord Ralles,” and “Captain Ack-
land.”* The son was n junior copy of
his father, tall and fine looking; but, in
place of the frank and easy manner of
hia sire, he was #0 very English that
mest people wonld huve sworn falssly
ui to his native laml. Lord Ealles was
a little, well Built chap, not half. so
English ns Albert Cullen, quick in man-
ner and thought, being in this the op-
posite of his brother, Captain Ackland,
vho was heavy enongh to rock ballust &

oadbed, Both brothers gave me the
apreasion of being gentlemen, and

" were decidedly good looking.

After the introductions Mr. Cullen
said we would not wait, and his remark
called my attention to the fact that
there wid one moro place at the table
than there were people sssembled. I
had barely noted this when my host
aaid, *'Here's the froant, ' and, twming,
Ifuced n Indy who lnd just entered,
Mr. Callen said, “Madge, lot me intro-
duce Mr. Gorden to you."' My bow was
made to a girl of abont 20, with light
brown haly, the blucst of eyes, s fresh
wkin and a fine figure, dressed so nattily
ad to be to me, after my four years of
wustern life, a sight for tired eyes, Bhe
greeted mie pleasuntly, made a neat Tit-
tlo apology for having kept us waiting,
and then we all sat down.

It was & very jolly breakfast table,
Mr. Cullen and Iie son being capital
talkers and Lord Ralles a good third,
while Miss Cunllen was quick and elever
enough to match the three, Befare the
meal was over I ¢ame to the conclusion
that Lord Ralles was in love with Mis
Cullen, for be kept making low asides
to hor, and from the fact thatahe allow-
ed them, and indeed responded, I drew
the conclusion that he was a lucky beg-
gar, feoling, I confess; a little pung that
o title wus going to win such & nice
American girl.

Oue of the first subjects spoken of
was {rain robbery, and Miss Cullon, like
most ensterners, seemad to take a great
interest in it and had ey quantity of
questiona to ask me.

“T've left all my jowelry behind, ex-
oept my watch,’' she suid, “‘and that T
hide every might. So I really hops we'll
be held up, it would be soch an adven-
tare.

*Thera imm't any chance of it, Misas
Cullen,” I told hor, “and if we were,
vyon probably wonldn't even know that
it was happening, but would sleep right
through it.""

“Wouldn't they try to get our money
and onr watches?® she depanded.

Itald her no and explsined thas the




