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SUPPLEMENT.

COLBY, = - - KANSAS.

QUARTER CENTENNIAL.

CELEBEATION
ri

OF THE TWENTY-
FTH BIRTHDAY OF KANSAS,

_The twenty-fifth anniversary of the adinia
sion of Kansae into the sisterhood of states,
was observed in grand styleat Topeka. on
Friday, January 24th 1846, Herewith is
given some of the addresass deliversd on
shat ocoasion.

BY JAMES HUMTPARET.

If, st the date of the admission of Kansas
fnto the union as & state, the whole popula-
fon then existing upon her soil hadE:enso

that all her € OF commerce
been carried over railroads, 400
s would have been the utmost

would have supported. At
for several reasons, Kansas did
t the most promising field for the
railroad en se. It was re
the far east, the most populous
e:l the country, whence the chief

g was _exp
flow to people the west. The great
controversy which had lent stimulue
to the tide immigration hither
in the territorial dn&-u had been setiled, and
this inducement had ceased to opernte. Be-
while sufficient was known to afford
reasonable assurance that the eastern half of
the state would sustain an agrienlturnl popu-
Iation, the western half was universn.[l!r be-
lieved to be subject to elimatic conditions
that rendered it ansusceptible to cultivation.
Yet, in that early stago of the state's career,
and amidet nnpropitious surroundings, there
were men in Kansas who possessed a faith
a8 1o her future that was prophetic, auda
courage that seemed the inspiration of the
wildest hopps. There were companies al-
incorporated whose projecta in-
volved the building of 1,320 miles
of nrailronds within the state, every
mileof which, nnd 45 miles in addition
were built within twelve years from date of
the act of admission—Two of the lines thus
projected hod penetrated the ravage wilds of
the far western border, disputing the hither
to andisturbed possession of the red man of
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mly were killed, and these not through train
weeidents bat by their own careleasness.
bers are no fizures from which precise
leduetions can be made as to the amount of
usiness and trafic carried on in_the state
it the time of its admission into

the Union, but a pre close approx-
mate estimafe ma; “{n made I!:md
in annlogies, and such an estimate would

be represented by 630,000 tons of freight

moved, incloadi mq;lns luctions car-
ried out and m?:‘;‘:liea mgrm I estimate
from relinble data that for the year ending
last June, the movement of freight in Kan.

ears. The actual increass in population
been in very nearly the same ratio, angd

assuming that 400 miles of railroads wonla
have been a proper proportion to the pogn
twenty-

[ation and business of the state n
years it will be seen that the ot
mileage An incrense but slightly in

advance of the ratio of increase of traffic
and population. If the same ratio of in-
crease and growth were to continne, Kansas
wounld double her present population and
roductive capacity within another decade.
swould be & very sanguine man who
should expect such a result. As the settle-
ments recede from the eastern border, it is
to be expected that development will be
slower, and be attended with grenter diffi-
culty. It is, however, certain that the eager-
ness with which cheap lands are being
sought for, and the great tide of emigration
that 13 bearing itzelf westward, will rapidly
fill np the remaining nnsettled portion of
the state with an induostrions and enterpris-
ing population. Thers will be room and
business for considerable more railroad
mileage in the near future, not, however, for
nll the chartered projects which exist on
per, for it is to be presumed that a portion
of the siate will be needed for other pur-
posea besides ground upon which to plant
railroads,

Heretofore there has been, in their mate-
rial aspects, a harmonious development of
the railroads of the state and the interests
upon which they must depend for support,
the building of these works has kept pace
with the increase of population and the
growth of business, It will be well for the
state if these conditions shall be maintained
in the future. Although railroads are a
thing and necessary, it is possible to have

that comparitively unknown country. These
last embraced an ambition that could not Le |
circumscribed by state lines.  Thoy were en [
torprises founded upon bold and for rench- |
ingideas, which songht to bind to-gether
the matorinl interests of this state to those of
the visd territories beyond,reaching ont with
hands of #teel, to pather the swelling traflic
of mountain and plain and pour over the

bighways of this central state |
the COMIMEerco of half of =n

comtinent, Those conceptions have reached
a practical reslization and railroad projects
canceived, commenced and matured 1n Kan-
gas have sproead thelr arms over intervening
states and territories to the Mexican line
and the Pacific main, and are numbered
among the gigantic achievements of the
present agre.

The growth of that part of the country
west of the Missouri river the past quarter
of acentury in population, business and
wealth, is fuirly represented by the develop-
ment of its railronds. Inall the vast coun-
try now traversed by the Pacific railroad
syrtema, there was at the date of admission
of Hunsas into the Union, but
A4 the provent ime the ailroad mileage i

present time rai mileage in
that territory exceeds that of Great Britun
and Ireland by 4,000, miles of
Franes by 3,000 miles, and is equal to the
eonstructed railroads of the German Em-
pire, being in round numbers 23,000 miles. |

It is estimated that the total railroad mile-

of the world at the present time, is near
ﬂm miles.  Of this total, 125,492 miles
are within the limits of the United States—
only 21,508 miles leas than one-half of all
the railroads on the face of the globe,

The milroads opernted in_this state, in-
eluding those portions of the Kansas system
sperated beyond ita boundaries in adjoin-
ing wates and territories  embrace
& mileage of 9417 milea,, These em-
ploy an army of workmen, exclosive of the
general officers, nud their immedinte nssist.
ants, of L4 moen, or nearly one-third as
many as the whole population of Kansas at
he date of its admission. At that time, in
all the recion served by these roads, there
was bat little interns! traflie, that which ex-
teted was condneted by meara of river und
teamn. For the yenr eodingg June 30, 1885,
the oads numed earvicd over their lines
15.605,8% tons of freights, consisting of
grain and other agrienltaral products, Uour,
provisions manafactares, animals, lomber,
conl, mineril products, merchandise, ete.
This enormons mass of freizht was haoled
great distances, and when reduced to the

one mile unit, it representa
2.811,141,071 tons haaled one mile.
If this volune of freizht  Lad

to be moved by the primitive wmeans of
trangportation existing prior to the advent
of ruilroads over the same distanee, it would
require the services of H.281 men, and
would cont $210,755,126.  The cost of moving
it over milroads was £42, 057,943 22,

The multiplicationof railroads over the
earth’s surface, which has proceeded at arap-
id rate the past few years, and which is still
going on in every quarter of the globe, ac-
companying and eheapening the methods of
distribution of the products of land and la-
bor from place to place, withdrawing from
anprodactive utilities an increasing  propor-
tion of the labor formerly ab=sorbed by this
speaios of service, is now being pro-
found®y felt in every department of

rodoctive industry, not in thia coun-
E-y only, but all  over the
civilized world. The cheapening of
the process of transporiation reduoces the
pricea of commodities and secures their
more equal distrilimtion, and this is an nn-
mixzed blessing, The turning of an immense
increment of labor from the business of
transportation to the work of direct produae-
tion, or the incrense of materinl ohjecta,
involves the reduction of wages and profits,
and this result 1s justly contempliated with
alnrm.  The process of eliminating labor

by mnachinery will g0 on increasingly with |
ita concomitart resulis of lowering prices, '

wages and profite. The great problem in
political eeonomy is to maintain a just rela-
tive oquality in these three elements.

At the present time there are 5,000 miles
of rilronds in Kaunsas, melisive of side-
tracks. In the enstermn hatf of
the state for two hundred miles
wert of the east line there is
pot a farm more distant than twenty miles
from a railroad, and not many that far dis.
tant. Nonrly wvery rond that has been pro.
jected and built in the state has besn pushed
alony faster than the increase of pojyulation
and bosiness seemed to warmnt, ve! .
mately the =tate ecanght vp and bosin <=
came to the support of the road. Yu. iz
constant pushing out of railroad construc.
tion wpon the vergze of the frontier settle-
o mta hns had the effect of rendering the

nocessible and attractive to the fmmi-
grant, and hns crowded the frontier with un-
exnmpled rapidity to the Colomdo bo der.

There is no stite better equipped
with  riilroads than Kansas 14 to-
dny. Measared by her popalalation,

she hns a greater relative mileage than
either of the New Englund or the Middle
siates; than either of the great state: of the
woest except Jowa and Minnesots, and her
railrond facilities are equal to those existing
in the last nnmed states,

It 1= quite imnpossible to estimate the value
to the (wople of the state of these ngencies.
We who pronecred in Kansas  before the ad-
went of the railroad have a I'vely recollection
of being jolted nloug over rouzh romds five
miles an hour st the rate of twelve cents per
mile, and with what longing we looked for
the arr:val of the mail, earried in the boot of
thecoach. Unless the distance wastoo great
we preferred to winlk in those days,

During the last year the railrosds of Kan-
a8 Mm their lines 4,184,810 pas-
WEOEOTR, LriLnspo AguTegute
distance of 161 Iﬂ;ﬂﬂ miles, at 3§

mile,
twenty

rted them an
X at averago
'5 -five mmm boar,

! of miles apprropriat

too many of them. It is not wise to invest
in the business of tranmsportation or other
utilities a larger capital than can be reason.
ably supported, since these agencies must
be maintnined by those industries that are
directly concerned with production. The
undue multipliention of railroads, instead of
having the effect of ereating competition,
and reduction of rates of churges, as is popu-
larly supposed, has the contrary effect of
forcing combinntions. and the maintenance
of rates.  An examination of railroad sta-
tisties shows that the rate of charge made
for moving a ton of freight indifferent parte
of the country bears a pretty even ratio to
the volume of business done over railroads.
It is the lowest where the volume of traflic
is the heaviest in proportion to the number
Inthe great middle
states the rates are lowest, and the traffic the
greatest, both in freight and passengers,
The rats of population to each mile of rail-
road in those states being 700, in Kansas 260,
This point can be better illnstrated
byn parison of the railroad systems
of Ohio and Kansas. The railroad system of
Ohio, including the mileage within the state,
and that which, though extending into ad-
joining states, is operated in conneetion
with, and formns a pars of, the system of the
stato embraces 9,205 miles. The number of
miles of railroad in the Kansas system, i.

€.
| the mileage in the etate and that connected
| with it, thongh extending beyond its bound-

aries, is 202 miles in oxcess of the mileage of
the Ohio system. Tne tonnage carried over
the two systems, respectively is represented
ns followa: Over the Ohio system 6,373,953, -
214 tons hanled one mile: over the Kansas
eystem 2,811,141,661 tons hanled one mile.
The relative population to mileaga in Ohio
i8 450 to each mile, 190 per mile in excess of
that which obtains in Kansas.

The rule that the rate of charge upon
railroad  freights ia very largely
determined by the volume of truflic
relatively to the nomber of miles of road to
be operated, holds troe everywhere., For
example, the volume of business done over
the Lnglish raifways is greater than that
enrried ever the railways of Germany, and
the rate is correspondingly lower in England,
notwith=tonding the English rmilvays are

eapitafized for SHN per mile and the |

Germnn for one-half that snm. and notwith-
standing the former are owned and operated
by private companies, and the latter by a
peternad government.

The unnecessary maltipliention of agen-
sies in the work of transportation involves
inerensed sxpenses to be borne and capital
lo be supported, nnd this ean only be Jdone
hy maintaining the transportation tax
it a higher rate  than would
stherwise be necessary.  Thd  supposi-
tion that by this means competition
is stimulated, is delusive, and is based upon
the notion that it is the interest of railroads
when built to engage in the work of mutual
destruction. Thereis no more philanthropy
in the motive that underlies the railroad than
in thut which moves the building of work-
shops and the establishment of the varions
industries, avoentions and professions,
Each supports his own hecause it supports
him. When it is profitable o compete, there
will be compctition, and when it is not, com-
bination will rule; and as a rule it is more
profitable to combine than to compete when
the agencies employed in any patticnlar line
ire more nomerous than the business to be
Jone requirea,

The rapid growth and development of Kan-
sas, a growth that is marvelons even ama
American states, has furnished, and sti
sffers an inviting field for rilroad enter-
prise. That railrond expansion will keep
fully abreast with the advancement of the
state, we may rest assured: that the railroads
ani the public may co-operate harmonious-
ly to sacure the highest attainable degree of
local prosperity, is a consummation devout-
ly to be wished.

The Wyandotte Constitntion,
BY HON. B. F. SIMPSOXN.

We are here to-night at this silver wed-
ding, not as historians, but as analists. We
paiat pietures from recolleetion, rather than
solve problems.  The great problem to
which many of thoze present gave their enr-
lieat and best efforis, has been solvid ever
since the 20th day of January, A, D, 1861,
cover since Kansas was admitted into the
sisterhiood of states with n constitution for-
wvidding slavery and involuntary servitude.
The solution of that problem {or Kansas was
the “beginning of the eud” of slavery
thronghont the Union.  Let no man under-
take to write the history of that great pre-
liminnry strusgle for freedom, unless he
lived within the circle of the endeavor, ot
0 near its circomference that he felt ite
momentom nnd eaught its spirit. A strangey
to it mny wander along the banks and note
the drift wood that clings to the shore or i
tossed sbout on its eddies.  These but rep-
resent the bickerings of the leaders, or the
timid souls who shrank in fright from the
fury of the contest, to approcinte the depth
of the tide of sublime sentiment that made
Kansas free, he who records it most have
waded 10 the center of the stream. felt the
force of the current and the wigor of the
undertow.  Alphubetieal tinkering, word
tinting und phraseologieal architecture, are
Lut poor tribiites to the earnest minds and
willing hands that bailt on everlusting
rocks n grent stute,

I remember the earlier part of the nightof
the Znh day of January 1561 very distinetly,
1 wns ut the Eldndyge honse in Lawrence, a
member of the last territorinl legislature,
that was then holding its session in that
dearly beloved free state city. There was
from three to four inches of snow on the
rround. ( an anusaal sight in Kansasin those
hmj and the myzht was windy and ecold. 1%
must have been as late a= Y o’clock when D,
K. Anthony, the <ime An who s vow
president of oor Historical . SRDsS inde

sas amounted to 6,744,000 representing
an increase of producﬁnWm and | these
traffic, of nearly eleven-fold in twenty-five | party

Pa- | however often n mourning siate may be

§i

e ki fo iaring
nounci ¢ joyful tidings in L.
lines, 'lim leading spirite in this newspaper
were D, R. Anthony and D. W. Wilder. Jusl
think of it, Web. Wilder and Dan. An
editing n_conservative newspaper. It was
the most impudent exsple of sarcastic mis-
pomenclature that ever was perpetra
You might as well try to think of old John
Brown, of Osawatomie, (God bless his
memory) a8 8 pro-slavery border ruffian as
two Knights Militant of free state
pe as conservatives. '1here was & “‘sound
revelry"” 1
news nr:.f through the town like wild fire.
Houses were lighted, doors were
o (and some were broken open. ) the peo-
ple gathered in public places. ()ld Sacra:
mento was taken from his resting place and
empbasized with hoarse throat the good
u'dms-f: toasts were drank: songs were sung:
es were made, and—well, the truth 1=
t my recollection is not good after mid-
night. Yoo must recollect that the main
question then was admission, not prohibi-
tion.

The next day, howeser, a very curious
guestion srose with the members of that
territorinl legislature as to whether the ad-
mission of thestate had not taken the life
of that body, and hence had destroyed ite
power to pass laws. The session, EVET,
continned for some days and many acts of n
general nature were pasced and the validity of
some of these laws was subissequently affirmed
by a decision of the supreme court of the
state of Kansas, and ns I see before me
representatives of every branch of the state
government, | wept to remind them of the

logic of fhat decision, and it is this: that

bereft of its executive and judicial branches,
the legisiative branch is immortal. It is
well, perhaps, to add here in justice to the
absent members of the Wyandotte constita-
tional convention that the present spasmodic
session of the legisluture is not the fanit of
the members of that body, but is attribuota-
ble to some of those carefully prepared and
stndiously worded amendments that destroy
the harmony and defest the wisdom of ori-
innl provisions. Anuther incident of that
:ﬁ!‘t legislatnre mus=t not be forgotien, some
| of its members conceived the idea, that by
| the ndimission of the state while the terri.
torial legislature was in session, that bod)
beeaane the first state legislature and had
the richit to elect United States senators, and
'a resolotion  ppssed  both  houses  to
into  joint convention on  the

rst day of February for that purpose. There

. wiis no ¢lection however becanse the friends
" of the various candidates become somewint
suspicious that the movement was intended
as a slanghter pen for fond hopes and bright
ambitions, sud when the time came, there
were no victims, When we come to review
the history nnd procecdings of the Wyan-
dotte Constitutivnal convention after it bas
been the subject of legal interpretation and
supplementary legislation for twenty-five
yenrs, two important considerations first
cliim notice and comment, and these are
the circumstances of its origin, and the clnss
of men that composad it. How ean T deserila
thie five yeurs of orzanized usurpation in the
interests of slavery that hung over the Terri-
tory like a pull.  Organized bands from
neighboring slave states raided throngh the
Territory: (hey shot down unarmed men in
cold blood; they bunrnt and sacked towns:
they burned the eabins of the first settlers:
they committed the most catrageovsand un-
blushing frauds on the ballot-box: they in-
timidated voters and drove them from the
ils: they haunted free state leaders like

loodhounds; they imprisoned men
for opinions eake: they filled both
branches of the territorinl legislature

with ruffians, who were residents of Missou-
ri; and in all this were protected and encour-
ared by a national administration as devoted
;0 the propagation of slavery, ns was the vile
mstruments they employed to drive the free
itate settlers from the territory. During
hese cruel years severnl attempts were made
sy the free stato mien to relieve their condi-
don, nnd relief could only come by admis-
tion as a state, or a change of national ad-
ninistration.’ The Topeka and the Leaven-
zorth constitutional conventions were at-
wmpts in that direciion, but the time for
lelivernnee was not now ripe yet through all
thesp ernel years, angels of hope sat upon
ihe hearthstone of the Kansas cabins, sing-

“For freedom’s Butt]
Trs

Fwioll

stonece and patience of
the {ree stote settier<: immigration was com-
ing in from the north: the legislature and
loeal oftices were now contralled by the hona
fide resideuts, and the friends of Kansas
were about to control the lower house of

Time aided the pe

tongress, aud were jaining in  the
enate.  Eocouraged by  these good
indications, the legislatare of 1550 on the

I1th day of February, passed an act aothor-
izing a vote of the people to be taken on the
question of the formation of a constitution
and state government. The vote wus taken
on the 2th day of Mareh, and resulied four
lo one in its favor. An election for delegates
was then ordered on the 4th day of June.
At that election there were more than four-
teen thonsand voles ecast. The convention
met on the 5th day of July. It was bravely
right that it should meet at Wyandotte with-
insight and hearing of slave soil. The
personal composition of this body of men
was peculiar, and it may be thatit was this
cnlinrity that made their work a success.
F[;:r causes that are unnecessary and un-
profitable to here discuss. not a single one
of the numerous and worthy men who wer=
by common consent regnrded as lenders in
free state movemant, had & seat in the con-
vention. It wns composed of that pgreat
middle clase, who are the strength and wis-
dom of a politienl organization. It was a
class of men who acted from conviction
witlia rense of their responsibilities, and not
from any hope of their persbual advance-
ment. ese members had more or less
local prominence, or they wonld not have
been selected as delegates, but not one of
them, with the possible exception of Winch-
ell, were possessed of that influence.standing
nnd general uniutance throngh the terri-
tory, that would entitle them to be consider-
edin any sense as lenders. They were
strangers to each other and
when they nssembled in Wyandotte on the
&th day of July. [ personally knew but four
of them, and many members were more un-
fortonate in that respeet than 1 was. They
had no personal nmbition to gratify, no an-
imosities to resent.no frieuds to favor. Their i
sole aim nnd object seemed to bedand in this |
connection I speak of them as individuals |
and as an organized body )t frame a funda-
mental law that embodied every safegzunrd
to tlie citizen, thiat was abreast with the pro-
gressive sentiment of the nation & favor of |
Lhumnn fresdom and human rights, and was |
adapted to the wants nnd conditions ot the
people of Knnans. They worked conscien-
tiously and with great induostry, and com-
leted their labors in twenty-one working
ive. Of course there were schemes and jobs
and old claims and special provisions that
were sonzht to be engrafted on that instra.
ment, but there is not a parazraph or sec-
tion of that constitotion within whiek
lurked any saspicion of a scheme or job.
That convention was singularly free from
political manipniation and figuring, as tc
state officers and other positions that was sc
soon to follow if the work was ratified by
tke people. (n the dth day of October it

that night in Lawrence, for the )

ve on another occasion given
personal hes of the members ornl.hﬂ
convention, but the subject is not exhausted.
Columns might be written _about Thacher,

i1 MeDowell
“rmchell.’Blnmt. and others. 'I?w;) members
Q

that convention have represented the
state in th;tnited S te. John
. : now Eerving as
his  third i
body. E G.
ernor of . i
asppointment nnd election nearly
five years as senator. S. A. Kingman was
on the supreme bench of the state for many
yenrs, first as associate and then as chief
wstive of that court. 8. (), Thacher, W. C.
MeDowell and John T. Burris have adorned
the bench of the district court in their re-
spective judicial districts, Thacher bas grad-
m’l!]{ grown in public estimation since his
brillinnt service in that convention until
now he is a man of established national rep-
atation, an honored citizen at home, 8 re
spected representative of his country sbroad.
Lhe youthful secretary of that conveution,
whose years numbered only twenty-one, is
now the chief magisirate of this marvelons
‘ommonwealth. But the list is too long. 1
forbear, for your sake, further citation to
#.o fact that the subsequent lives and ser-
vices of the members of that body fully jus-
tify what I have claimed for them.
When we turn to the several articles and eec-
tions of that instrument that have been the
<ubject of amendment, it will be found that
most of the amendments thereof, were not
necessitated by the inherent defects of the
instrument, but becanse of the rapidly
changing condition of the state itzelf. The
first amendment, adopted November, 1861,
wns allowing banking institutions to issue
circulating notes of the denomination of one
dollar, the original section forbidding an is-
sue of less than £5 notes. An amendment
that is practically useless now. The next
amendment wns made in November, 1854,

renator,
illustrious

and by teection 12 of article 2, that required
that “all bills shall originate in the house of
representatives, and be subject to amend-
ment or rejection by the senate,” was made
to read *Billsa may originate in cither house,
but may be nmended or rejected by either,”
And this was n decided practical improve-
meut of the original text. Section 3, of arti-
ele 5, was amended in November, 15864,
the main object of thr amendment being to
sonfer on citizens who were serving in the
volunteer army of the United States, the
right to vote, and authorizing the legislatore
to make provision fortuking the votes of the
absent tors. Bection 2 of that same
article was amended in November, 1867, so
1a to withliold the right to vote or hold office
from those who had been dishonorably dis-
charged from the service of the United
States, who hnd been found guilty of de-
franding the government; who d been
guilty of giving or receiving a bribe, or offer-
ing to give or receive a bribe, who had borne
arms volontarily against the government, or
sided or abetted the attempt to overthrow
the government.

Bection 4, of article 15 was adopted in
November, 1868, This is a change from let-
ting the public printing to the lowest re-

office of state printer, who receives a stated
sompensation for the work done. This
shange is perhapsan improvement on the
method devised by the convention, and its
success may be fairly sttributed to the three
faithful old Kansans who have successively
been elected to thot office—8. 8. Prouty,
George W. Martin nnd T. Dwight Thacher.
It can be be truly said of them and of their
work assiate printers: “Well doue, thoun
zood and faithful servants.”  In November,
893, cnme the amendinent increasing the
pumlbser of senators to 40 and the represen-
tatives to 125 At the Novewmber election,
1875, the amendment providigge for biennial
sgsstons of the legizlature, commencing with
the session of 1577, was adopted. The next
that followed wos the amendment prohibit-
g the mamufncture and sale of intoxicnting
liguors, except for specified purposes,  This
wis the introdyction of new matter into the
wmposition of the state government—the
wnstitution ns adopted and existing op to
hat time having made no reference to the
Jiguor traflic.”  This completes the amend-
menis made to this tiwe. I make no refer-
snee fo those now {u&ndmg except to
sxpress the wizh that they may be adopted.
[ elnim for the members of thut body, who
framed a fundamental law which has gov-
srned n state for twenty-five years—years of
marvelous growth and unexampled develop-
ment—that time has demonstrated that they
had a very fair coneeption of the wants, con-
{itions and pecessities of the people for
whom they acted; and, notwithstanding the
wonderful increase in population and pre-
luction, that instrument has ai
rather than retarded a growth that has never
neen equaled on the American continent.
There ia to-day within the boundaries of
Kansas 1,400,000 people. Even the most en-
thusinstic citizen of Kansas would not, a
arter of a century ago, hbave ven-
tared to predict such a result; and
yet an ardent ndmirer, an enthusiastio
bat philosoplical lover of Kansas, Horace
Greeley; peace to his nshes, said at Osawato-
mic on the 15th day of May, 18%, *The
=hild is now born on Kansas soil, but will
live to et this stale the fifth
in agricnltural production in the union.™
When the federnl census of 1880 was taken,
only twenty-one years had elapsed since the
date of that roph«x and the state was
nearer u.esmﬁ than the seventh in rank,
in the amonnt of agricultural products, in-
cluding live stock, to which its soil is
adupted, and ii"I w;.‘l tnknl thu]\a ennventionnlw
thirty years, which are loosely sup ‘
oomgil)uter:Le space of time an"’ﬁ_"d ons |
reneration, as the life of that child, we
ve oni:r to await the census |
of 18900 to verify the prophecy. I doobt
whether the men of to-day, any more
those of twenty-five year= ago have giver a
thought or entertain a conception of what a |
grand, glorions, and prosperons common- |
wealth is building up among them. How this
influx of people, how this blending of blood, |
how this every day intercourse between peo-
ple of different untioralities, and different
sections of our own widespread domain
how this exchange of idens and methods,
how all these things animate and dominated
by the \>7lo Saxon blood are producing
on the preries of Kansas, & race of people
and & condition of government and  societ, 1
that will makethe state the “‘chusen
of the best type of American civilization;
and will ever keep green and fresh the mem- |
ory of the noble men, whose blood will bring
“Giod like fruition™ to the hopesaspirations
and ultimate destiny of the glorious young

commonwealth.

——e——
The Schools of Kansas,
DY THE BEV, HICHARD CORDLETY.

was ratitied by the people.  There was about
16.000 votes polled at the election, and more |
than two-thinds of them were for the consti-
tution. Om the Gth day of Decemberan
election for sinte officers, a_member of con-

gress and member of the legislature was held, !
Un the l4th day of Febroary, 1800, it was
presented to the sennt= of the United States.
Un the Znh of February Senator W. H.

i he achools of Kansas are a part of her
very structure. They begun with her life,
and have grown with her growth, have

been woven into all her history. plant

ing of schools was not an incident, nor an

afterthought, but a part of the original par- |

pose of her first settlers. It was truth, as

well as poetry, that |
*They cune to plant the commen schoal

Beward makes a strong speech in favor of |
the admis<ion of the state. Umn the 21th day '
of March, Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvamn, from
the cominittee on territories in the house of

represesiati makes 8 report rec
mmu'“mm On the Lith

]

Ond t rive wwe]ls I
Schools sprang up as soon as they tooched
the =oil, alinost before there were childrento
attend them. Lawrence wns Sep-
temnber, 154, and i less tn four
January 2, 1£55, a school was

sponsible bidder to the establishment of the it

! g teachers, nand a  hizher :&'oda. H
teaching, new town takes
mukina“?n»wdﬂwzl'“rm the best buj}:!iu iI:

months, The local lio turns
opened wn'qﬂmm’ Mdem“ﬁ:'m” of

i iom. These laws
provide for a state superintendent of public
instraction, who shall supervise the schools
of the state, and for county superintendents,
who shall snpervise the schools of the county.
The state has been divided into school dis-
tricts, small enough to make a school access-
ible to all the children, yet not so small o= to

the maintenence of aschool burden-
s0me.

Every district is en to sustain a
school at least three months in the year, and
evary parent is required by law to send
children to school at least three months each
year. Cities and lnrger towns are nuthorized
to establish graded schools, ipcluding prim-
ary, grammar and high school departmimts.
Every child who wishes,may secure, not only
the rudiments of learning, buta good Eng-
lish and business education, and also pre-
pare for further study in higher institutions
of learnin

B

Beyond the common schools, there have
been estublished schoaols of a higher grade
and for special study.

At Emporia is the normal school, for
training teachers in the art of teaching. It
wns founded by & grant of nearly 40,000
ncres of land which is being sold to establish
a fund for its support. It employs eleven
professors and two assistants, and has an at-
tendance of 597 stodents, making it the
Inrgest school in the state. It has a small
endowment, but a grand and growing work
and it ia to be hoped that the legislature will
hereafter supplement its endowment by ap-
proprintions equal to its opportanity.

At Manhattan is the State Agricnltural
college, for instruction in agriculture and
the industrial arta, It ia based upon a con-
pressionnl grant of 90,000 neres of Innd. The
gnle of these Innds has been admirnbly man.
aged, nnd has  produced a  permanent
fund of abont halfa million of dollars. The
college i= doing a grand service in elevating
the industries of the state. It now employ=
twelve instructors and assistants, and seven
snperintendents of different branches of in-
dustry, nud gives instruction to about &
students,

At Lawrence is the State University, de.
sigmed to give to all citizens the opportunity
for professionnl study, and for the pursuit of
all branches of higher learning. It employs
some twenty instructors and gssistants, and

at the st report had an atfendanece
500 students, Itis hoped that here »
equip; university muny be developed, "1‘!!1
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make a mistake,” * 1t elbow
Missouri there is g’h& built t::
greatest city of the continent, and that city,
sir. is Kickapoo, =
£ T heard Atchis
Leavenmr!h, Wyandotte and Kansas Cm:
or rather Westport, well ken of.  But he
quickly gave me tao:n - and that, if I
become a part of, and grow i
the great eity, I chould Imnotimg ;1&

hf kapoos,

. I.fi' howeve: r.gmld not reconcile myself
o living in a large commercial i
like Kickapoo, he would, {hen, m&"&

his | that I should “stick my_stakes" at Douglas

or Tecumseh, both of which were bLound to
be large interior cities, and one of which
would, doubtless, be the capital.

Strange as it may seem to-day, it is troe
that Kickapoo, situated on t Missoun

, eome £ix or eight miles above Leaven-

id nepire to be one of the great cities

of the territory, and hoped to become the
E;e:uﬂ_lt And it is equally true that Tecumseb

d similar aspirations of becoming the
Inrgest interior eity. And not withont rea-
son. For Tecumseh came within one vote
of being made the capital by the first legis-
lative assembly, and wounld, donbtless, have
secured the loeation, had not the personal
interests of a majority of the members influ-
eneced them to make the loeation at Lecomp-
ton. The importance, however, of these
cities was fully recognized by this same leg-
islative assemnbly, in that it established the
county =ent of Leavenworth county at Kiek-
a of Douglas county, at Douoglas, and of

iswnee county, at Tecumseh. Nor would
the friends of these respective cities, for a
moment concede that Leavenworth econld
ever suceessfully compete with RKickapoo,
nor Lawrence with Douglas, nor Topekn,
not even founded nt the initial period of this
history, with Tecumech,

I shoald not omit in this ennmeration of the
earliest establizhed eitien of our territory.
still another, whese hopes, or the Lopes of 1t
friends, =onred high above those of Kickn-
poo, Douglns or Tecumeeh. I nllude, of
courre, to the very first prospective capitnl-
the city of Pawnee. This city was founded
by a uumber of promivent and influential
gentlemen, chiefly from Penvsylvanin, nnd
who were supposed to be near the admimis-
trative authority of the ferritory. At this

the legrislative assembly was con.-
vened, and it wna hoped that an aet would

speedily be I making Pawnee the per-
manent eapital. But the political fires which
rwepl and devastated the territory for the

next three years had nlready been kindled.
The Iy

of literature art, of philosophy
and ecience, and schools for professional
study, It is hoped nlzo to gather here

¥, therefore, not only did not
mnke Pawree the capital, but refused to do
any business whatever there, other than
to organize, and then adjourn to the Shaw.

libruriea and cabinets, and ¥
galleries of art, and fto estab-
lish learned professorships and lectures
so0 that persons desiring to pursue any branch
of learning may here find facilities to any
extent desired. The university has the be-
ginnings of a noble system of buildings, and

nee mission, where the remainder of s sex-
gion was held.

Pawnee was situated upon n beantiful
platean on the north bank of the Kansas
river, nbout a mile eastward from Fort

iley.
A Em.:a and rubstantial stone building was

& very enthusiastic and industrious faculty.
It has a very small endowment in money
and Iands, but an onlimited endowment in |
the growing conndence and affection of the
people. The maintenance of the common
schools is both state and local.  The net of
songress admitting the state set apart the
sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections of each
township for school purposes, This will ng- |
gregnte nearly 2,000,000 neres of lind.and So- |
perintendent Speer estimated four yenrs nzo
that it conld be made to yield a permanent
school fund of R15,000,000 and mizht yield
even § 20,000,000, Fhe fund already nmounts
o LMK, nnd §s increasing _hq-idl,\'.
Thiz fund is invested in good securities and
the interest apportioned pmong the districts,
But the mmin dependence of one public
school is the local tax, which districts im- |
pose upon themselves, while the pnblie
moneys distributed annually are only nbout |
$4500,000, the cost of maintaining onr schools
15 over £3,000,000. If the stute school fund
should reach the highest sum soggested, it
would give our schools only a very meagre
and partinl support.  The tax now assamed
by districts is ten-fold the amount given by
the state. I the state nid should be with-
held, a very slight sdditional tax would sap-
;;L:r the deficiency. The schools of a stte

no depend on  its  public
wchool fund, but on the interest of |
people in  them. Ons  state

with no public fund may have belter schools |
than another state with an enormous fund. |

A large fund is no substitute for an in-
terested people. Inrgest fund ever |
onmed is no match for o _people whose love
for education makes them willing to tax
themselves for its support.

The hearts of the people are a Iarger and
surer dependence than the state treasury,
however full that may be.

We have but to look over Kansas to see
her school honses built by a self imposed
tax, and her troups of teachers paid by a |
zelf im assessment, to =ee t we !
havethe most enduring foundation foran
effective system of public schools,

The of our publie schools
has so  exact] kept step  with |
the growth of the state, as to show |
that they are a part of its very life—bone of |
its bone, flesh of its flesh. The reports of the
first two or three years of the state history
were 5o incomplete that they nfford no fair
basis of comparison. But we may take the |
report of 1866 and measure the growth of the
last twenty years with a good degree of nc- |
curacy. The last roport of the superintend. |
ent of publie instruction was for 1884, <o the |
fizures for the present time can only be np-
proximated, but they will be near enough to |
the actunl ﬁ’.;:t:m for all practical porposes,
In 1806 the school population of the state
was .72 It is now 461,000, The nomber
of children enrolled in the schools then wae |
31,528, The number now is aboot 05 |

000, The number of teachers |
employed then was 1,086, The
namber now is nearly 9,000, !

The number of school honses "was not re. |

| ported that year, but in 1567 1t was T, The

number now is about 7,2%0. The amount |
aid then for teachers’ salaries was $115,74,
The amount now paid -is nbout $2.000,000, |
Thie vilue of school property was t IR, |
87, The value now is over $6,000%G). The |
whole amount expended for publie schools
in 1866, was §251,025,  The amount being ex-
pended this year will be about £4,200,000.
The sehool population has inerensed aboat
eight and a half fold, from 54,000 to 461,000,
indicating a growth
about 161,000 to about 1,400,000, In nearl
every other respect the schools have in
over ten fold.

But numbers do not wholly meesure :

growth. There hns improvement in
%uamru well as enlargement in quantity.
‘e hnve better schoul houses, a Lizher prade

the place. The support of the schoolsis=na
henvy tax, but no tar is mcre willingly

in population from the

erected, by E!'vata means, in which the twe
honses of 1 nssembly might hold their
sessiops, and other buildings for the secom-
modation of the oflicers and members,
Upon investigntion, however, i* wna ascer-
tined that Pawnes was loented npon the
“ort Biley military reservition. This wan
sonstrued as an invasion of the reserved

territory of the United States: and, npon the
facts being mode known at Washington, the
president ordered the army to expel the
sitizens, nod, if need be, to bombard aud
destroy the city.

The cily was ever afterwards known, nntil
it passed from the recollections of the peo
ple, as “Prwnee on the Reserve™

The hombardment of “Puwnee on the Te.
serve,” and of Greytown,in Niearngua, were
the two great military achievements which
gave fame and renown to the Pierce edmin.
istration.

1 should, perhaps add, aa a third, the ex
pulsion, at the point of the bayunet, and =t
the month of shotted cannon, of the legisla-
tare, ander the Topeka constitution, nt To-
peka, on the 4th r:hso:l.lu]{. 1806,

In these modern dnys, when we wish to
express, in the superlative degree, any great
movement in trade, in manofacture, in real
estate, in the rapid growth of cities, or what
not, we call it a “boom.™ -

The biggest boam thnt Kansas ever had
in the city line, or perhaps ever will hnve,
took place in 1X:7, continuing into 1EGK,
The causesof this movement were too nn-
merous and lengthy to be enumernted in de-
tail, within the time allotted to this address.
Principally, however, a great panic was pre-
vailing in the eastern states, and the many
persons failing there, strove to place the
remnsnts,sved from the wrecks of their for
tunes, where they would best escape the vig.
{lance of creditors, and, nt the same time, be
most remunerntive.

Knansas, having been extensively ndvertised
through our “border ruflian troubles," and
by the Buchanan-Fremont eampaizn of 1856,
peace being at last assared and lnrge and
valunble bodies of public Inuds being oTered
for sale, the rush of people to our territory
was most extraordinary. Unlike those whe
had come the three preceding years, those
who eame in 1557 were posses of consid-
ernlile menns,

The result wns, that both lands md
city specially the lutter, were m  the
grentest demsnd. Al sales were made for
ensh., The older and really more substan.
tinl cities and towns, having been =old and
resold, and the demand being still unsup-
phied, wew towns or cities—everything was a
city then—were being daily organized, sur.
\‘ti‘:;ll. platted und sold.

ts or groups of lots were seldom  sold.
The plan was almost universal, tv issue ecer-
tilicates of shares in the new city, and seil
the certificates, The city would be divided
into from one bundred to, say four or five
hundred shares—taccording to its size, and
the sanguine runents of its (oanders,
and each share would rpne=ent from 1wo to
twenty lota, ‘The avidity with which these
certificates shares in  the cities
wuere  booght, wis omething start-
ling. The standard and avernge price
for city shares was about $700earch, some
favorites, of course, commanding more, oth-
ers, perhaps, less,

It was not, merely, the newcomers who
were enthused, and lost self control in this

of




