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KANSAS.

QUARTER CENTENNIAL.
CKLEBKATION OF THE TWEXTY-FIFT-

BIRTHDAY OF KANSAS.

The twenty-fift- h anniversary of tho adrais
sion of Kansas into the sisterhood of states,
was observed in grand style at Topeka, on
Friday, January 29th 1886. Herewith is
riven some of the addresses delivered on
that occasion.

The Railroads of Kansas.
BT JAMES HTOirilEET.

If, at the date of the admission of Kansas
Into the anion as a state, the whole popula-
tion then existing upon her soil had been so
grouped as that oil her traffic or commerce
could have been carried over railroads, 400
miles of roads would have been the utmost
which that traffic would have supported. At
that time, for several reasons, Kansas did
not present the most promising field for the
display of railroad enterprise. It was re
mote from the far east, the most populous
regions of the country, whence the chief
stream of immigration was expected
to flow to people the west. The great
controversy which had lent stimulus
to the tide of immigration hither
in the territorial days had been settled, and
this inducement had ceased to operate. Be-
sides, while sufficient was known to afford
reasonable assurance that the eastern half of
the state would sustain an agricultural popu-
lation, tho western half was universally be-
lieved to bo subject to climatic conditions
that rendered it unsusceptible to cultivation.
Yet, in that early stage of the state's career.
and amidst unpropitious surroundings, there !

were men in Kansas who possessed a faith
as to her future that was prophetic, and a
courage that Eeemed tho inspiration of the
wildest hopes. Thero were companies al-
ready incorporated whose projects in-
volved tho building of 1.320 miles
of railroads within the state, every
mile of which, and 4S6 miles in addition
wero built within twelve years from date ol
tho act of admission Two of tho lines thus
projected had ienetrated the savage wilds ol
the far western border, disputing tho hither-
to undisturbed possession of tho red man of
that comparitively unknown country. These
last embraced an ambition that could not be
circumscribed by state lines. They were en
torpriscs founded upon bold and far reach-
ing ideas, which sought to bind
tho mntorial interests of this state to those ol
tho vast territories beyond, reaching out with
hands of steel, to gather the swelling traffic
of mountain and plain and pour over the I

highways of this central stat
the commerce of half of a
continent. Those conceptions have reached
a practical realization and railroad projects
conceived, commenced and matured in Kan-
sas havo spread theii arms over intervening
states and territories to tho Mexican line
and tlio Pacific main, and are numbered
among tho gigantic achievements of the
present ago.

Tire growth of that part of the country
west of tho Missouri river tho past quarter
of o century in population, business and
wealth, is fairly represented by tho develop-
ment of its railroads. In oil the vast coun-
try now traversed by tho Pacific railroad
systems, thero was at the date of admission
of Kansas into the Union, but
about twenty miles of railroads.
At the present time the railroad mileage in
that territory exceeds that of Great Britain
and Ireland by 4,000, miles that oi
France by 3,000 miles, and is equal to the
constructed railroads of the German Em-
pire, bebig in round numbers 23,000 miles. I

It is estimated that tho total railroad mile- - '

age of the world at the present time, is near
300,000 miles. Of this total, 128,41)2 miles
are within the limits of tho United States
only 21,508 miles less than one-ha- lf of all
ttie railroads on tho face of tho globe.

The railroads operated in this state,
those portions of the Kansas system

peratcd beyond its boundaries in adjoin-
ing states and territories embrace
& mileago of i),417 miles.. Theso em-
ploy on army of workmen, exclusive of tho
general officers, and their immediate ossist-int-

of 33,tJ3 men, or nearly ono-thir- d as
many as the wholo population of Kansas at
Hie date of its admission. At that time, in
&11 tho region served by these roads, thero
was bnt litllo internal traffic, that which ex-

isted was conducted by means of river and
teams. For the j ear ending Juno 30, 18S5,
Uie roads named carried over their lines
15,555,395 tons of freights, consisting of
grain and other agricultural products, Hour,
provisions manufacture, animals, lumber,
coal, mineral products, merchandise, etc.
This enormous mass of freight was hauled
great distances, and when reduced to tho
one mile unit, it represents
2,811,1 41,()71 tons hauled one mile.
If this volumo of freight had
to bo moved by tho primitive means of
transportation existing prior to tho advent
of railroads over tho same distance, it would
require tho services of 234,283 men, and
would cost $210,755,126. Tho cost of moving
it over railroads was $42,537,943 22.

Tho multiplication of railroads over tho
earth's surface, which has proceeded at a rap-
id rate tho past few years, and which is still
going on in every quarter of tho globe, ac-
companying and cheapening tho methods of
distribution of tho products of land and la-

bor from place to place, withdrawing from
unproductive utilities an increasing propor-
tion of tho labor formorly absorbed by this
species of service, is now being pro-
foundly felt in everj department of
productivo industry not in this coun-
try only, but all over tho
civilized world. Tho cheapening of
the process of transportation reduces tho
prices of commodities and secures their
more equal distribution, and this is an un-
mixed blessing. Tho turning of an immense
increment of labor from tho business of
transportations tho work of direct produc-
tion, or the increase of material objects,
involve the reduction of wages and profit,
and this result is justly contemplated with
alarm. Tho process of eliminating labor
by machinery will go on increasingly with j

its concomitarit results of lowering prices, '
wages and profits. Tho great problom in
political economy is to maintain a just rela-
tive equality in theso three elements.

At the present timo thero are 5,000 miles
of railroads in Kansas, incisive of side-
tracks. In the eastern half of
tho btote for two hundred miles
west of tho east lino there is
not a farm moro distant than twenty miles
from n railroad, and not many that far dis-
tant. Nearly every road that has been pro-
jected and built in tho state has bson pushed
nlong faster than the increase of population
and business seemed to warrant, vet

the state caught up and bus:n ss
came to tho support of tho road. Bui .ma
constant pushing out of railroad construc-
tion upon the verge of the frontier settle-- r

Hits has had the effect of rendering the
bnds accessible and attractive to the immi-
grant, and has crowded the frontier with un-
exampled rapidity to tho Colorado bo der.

There is no state better equipped
with railroads than Kansas is to-

day. Measured by her popnlolation,
aho ha a greater relative mileage than
either of the New England or the Middle
states; than either of the great state; of the
west except Iowa and Minnesota, and hei
railroad facilities are equal to those existing
in the last named states.

It is quite impossible to estimate the value
to the people of the state of these agencies.
We who pioneered in Kansas before the ad-

vent of the railroad have a lively recollection
of being jolted along over rough roads five
miles an hour at tho rate of twelve cents per
mile, and with what longing we looked for
the arrival of the mail, carried in the boot of
the coach. Unless the distance was too great
we preferred to walk in those days.

During the last year the railroads of Kan-ta- s
carried over their lines 4,182,810 pas-

sengers, and transported them an aggregate
stance of 1G1,0(j6,C0 miles, at 3

onta per mile, and at an, average
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"his, too, without an accident

in the death of a passenger. Two
mly were killed, and these not through train
iccideuts but by their own carelessness.

Thero are no figures from which precise
leductions can be made as to the amount of
msiness and traffic carried on in the state
it tho timo of its admission into
the Union, but a pretty close approx-mat- e

estimate may be made based
on analogies, nnd such an estimate would
be represented by 030,000 tons of freight
moved, including surplus productions car-
ried out and supplies brought in. I estimate
trom reliable data that for the year ending
last June, the movement of freight in Kan-
sas amounted to G,744,000 tons, representing
an increase of production, business and
traffic, of nearly eleven-fol- d in twenty-fiv- e
years. The actual increase in population
has been in very nearly the same ratio, and

assuming that 400 miles of railroads wonld
have been a proper proportion to the popu-
lation and business of the state twentv-fiv- e

years ago, it will be 6een that the present
mileage shows an increase but slightly in
advance of tho ratio of increase of traffic
and population. If the same ratio of in-
crease and growth were to continue, Kansas
would double her present population and
productive capacity within another decade.
He would be a verv sanmin man who
should expect such a result. As the settle
ments recede from tho eastern border, it is
to be expected that develonment will be
slower, and be attended with greater diffi-
culty. It is, however, certain that the eager-
ness with which cheap lands are being
songht for, and the great tide of emigration
that is bearing itself westward, will rapidly
fill up the remaining unsettled portion of
the state with an industrious and enterpris-
ing population. There will be room and
business for considerable more railroad
mileage in the near future, not, however, for
all the chartered projects which exist on na- -
por, for it is to bo presumed that a portion
of the state will be needed for other pur-
poses besides ground upon which to plant
railroads.

Heretofore there has been, in their mate-
rial aspects, a harmonious development of
the railroads of the state and the interests
upon which they must depend for support,
the building of these works has kent nnco
with tho increase of population and the
growth of business. It will be well for the j

j.uue ii ineso conditions snan do maintained
in tho future. Although railroads are a good
thing and necessary, it is possible to have
too many of them. It is not wise to invest
in the business of transportation or other
utilities a larger capital than can be reason-
ably supported, since these ogencies must"
be maintained by those industries that are
directly concerned with production. The
nndue multiplication of railroads, instead of
having tho effect of creating competition, '

and reduction of rates of charges, as is popu-
larly supposed, has tho contrary effect of
forcing combinations, and the maintenanco
of rates. An examination of railroad sta-
tistics shows that the rate of charge made
for moving a ton of freight indifferent parte
of tho country bears a pretty oven ratio to
the volume of business done over railroads.
It is the lowest where the volume of traffic
is tho heaviest in proportion to tho number
of miles appropriated. In the great middle
states tho rates are lowest, and the traffic the
greatest, both in freight and passengers. '

Tho rate of population to each mile of rail-
road in those states being 700, in Kansas 2C0.
This point can be better illustrated
by a comparison of the railroad systems
of Ohio and Kansas. The railroad system of
Ohio, including the mileago within the state,
and that which, though extending into ad-
joining states, is operated in connection
with, and forms a part of, the system of the
state embraces 9,205 miles. The number of
mile3 of railroad in the Kansas system, i. e.,
the mileage in tho state and that connected
with it, though extending beyond its bound-
aries, is 202 miles in excess of tho mileage of
the Ohio system. Tne tonnage carried over
tho two systems, respectively is represented
as follows: Over the Ohio system 6,373,953,-21- 4

tons hauled one mile; over tho Kansas
system 2,811,141,661 tons hauled ono mile.
The relative population to mileago in Ohio
is 450 to each mile, 190 per mile in excess of
that which obtains in Kansas.

Tho rule that tho rate of charge upon
railroad freights is very largely
determined by tho volume of traffic
relatively to the nnmber of miles of road to
bo operated, holds true everywhere. For
example, tho volumo of business done over
tho English railways is greater than that
carried ever tho railways of Germany, and
tho rate is correspondingly lower in England,
notwithstanding the English railways aro
capitalized for $204,000 per mile and tho
German for one-ha- lf that sum, and notwith- -'
standing tho former aro owned and operated
by private companies, and tho latter by a
paternal government.

Tho unnecessary multiplication of agen-
cies in tho work of transportation involves
iucreiised expenses to be borne and capital
to bo supported, and this can only bo done
by maintaining tho transportation tax
at a higher rate than would
athcrwiso bo necessary. The supposi-
tion that by this means competition
is stimulated, is delusivo, and is based upon
the notion that it is tho interest of railroads
when built to engage in tho work of mutual
destruction. There is no more philanthropy
in tho inotivo that underlies the railroad than
in that which moves tho building of work-
shops and the establishment of the various
industries, avocations and professions.
Each supports his own because it supports
him. When it is profitable to compete.thero
will be competition, and when it is not, com-
bination wili rule: and as a rule it is more
profitable to combine than to compete when
tho agencies employed in any patticular line
are more numerous than tho business to be
flone requires.

Tho rapid growth and development of Kan-
sas, a growth that is marvelous even among
American states, has furnished, and still
offers an inviting field for railroad enter-
prise. That railroad expansion will keep
fully abreast with the advancement of the
state, we may rest assured; that the railroads
and tho public may harmonious-
ly to secure tho highest attainable degree of
local prosperity, is a consummation devout-
ly to be wished.

Tho Wyanilotto Constitution.
bt noN. b. f. snrrsou.

"We are here at this silver wed-
ding, not as historians, but as analists. Wo
paint pictures from recollection, rather than
solve problems. The great problem to
which many of those present gave their ear-
liest and best efforts, has been solved ever
sinco tho 29th day of January, A. D. 1S61,
ever since Kansas was admitted into the
sisterhood of states with a constitution for-
bidding slavery and involuntary servitude.
The solution of that problem for Kansas was
the "beginning of the end" of slavery
throughout the Union. Let no man under-
take to write the history of that great pre-
liminary struggle for freedom, unless he
lived within the circle of the endeavor, or
so near its circumference that ho felt its
momentum and caught its spirit. A strangei
to it may wander along the banks and note
the drift wood that clings to the shore or is
tossed about on it eddies. These but rep-
resent the bickerings of the leaders, or the
timid souls who shrank in fright from the
fury of the contest to appreciate the depth
of the tide of sublime sentiment that made
Kansas free, he who records it must hav6
waded to the center of the stream, felt the
force of the current and the vigor of the
undertow. Alphabetical tinkering, word
tinting and phraseological architecture, are
but poor tribute to the earnest minds ond
williug hand that built on everlasting
rocks a great state.

I remember the earlier part of the night of
the 29th day of January I!61 very distinctly.
I was at the Eldndge house in Lawrence, a
member of the last territorial legislature,
that was then holding its session in that
dearly beloved free state city. There was
from three to four inches of snow on the
ground, (an unusual ight in Kansas in those
days) and the night was windy and cold. It
must have been as late as 9 o'clock when D.
R. Anthony, the mime Anthony who is now
president of our Historical society, cenie into

the hotel with sturdy stride and flashing tyes
and told us that the president of the United
States had that day signed and approved the
bill admitting Kansas into the Union, lie
brought with liim and scattered around, ex-

tras issued by a newspaper published at
Leavenworth called the Conservative, an-

nouncing the joyful tidings in Caring head-
lines. The leading spirits in this newspaper
were D. R. Anthony and D. W. Wilder. Just
think of it, Web. Wilder and Dan. Anthonj
editing a conservative newspaper. It was
the most impudent exople of sarcastic

that ever was perpetrated.
You might as well try to think of old John
Brown, of Osawatomie, (God bless his
memory) as a border ruffian as
these two Knights Militant of free state
onrtvns There was a "sound
of revelry" that night in Lawrence, for the
news ran through tne town HKe wna ure.
Houses were lighted, doors were thrown
open, (and some were broken open.') the peo-
ple gathered in public places. Old Sacra-
mento was taken from his resting place and
emphasized with hoarse throat the good
tidings: toasta were drank; songs were sung:
speeches were made, and well, the truth is
that my recollection is not good after mid
night ion must recollect mat tne main
question then was admission, not prohibi-
tion.

The next day, however, a very curious
question arose with the members of that
territorial legislature as to whether the ad-

mission of the state had not taken the life
of that body, and hence had destroyed its
power to pass law3. The session, however,
continued for some days and many acts of a
genbral nature were pasced and the validity of
some of these laws was subsequently affirmed
by a decision of the supremo court of the
state of Kansas, and as I see before me
representatives of every branch of the state
government, I want to remind them of the

logic of that decision, and it is this: that
however often a mourning state may be
bereft of its executive and judicial branches,
the legislative branch is immortal. It is
well, perhaps, to add here in justice to the
aosem memucra ui mo juuuuuc tuutmu-tion-

convention that the present spasmodic
session of the legislature is not tho fault of
the members of that body, but is attributa-
ble to some of those carefully prepared and
studiously worded amendments that destroj
the harmony and defeat the wisdom of ori-
ginal provisions. Another incident of that
last legislature must not be forgotten, some
of its members conceived the idea, that bj
the admission of the state while the terri-
torial legislature was in session, that bodj
became the first state legislature and had
the right to elect United States senators, and
a resolution passed both houses to
go into joint convention on the
first day of February for that purpose. There
was no election however because the friends
of the various candidates become somewhat
Buspicious that the movement was intended
as a slaughter pen for fond hopes and bright
ambitions, and when the time came, there
were no victims. When we come to review
the history and proceedings of tho Wyan-

dotte Constitutional convention after it has
been the subject of legal interpretation and
supplementary legislation for twenty-fiv- e

years, two important considerations first
claim notice and comment, and these are
the circumstances of its origin, and the class
of men that composed it. How can I describe
the five yeurs of organized usurpation in the
interests of slavery that hung over the Terri-
tory like a pall. Organized bands from
neighboring slave states raided through the
Territory; they shot down unarmed men in
cold blood; they burnt and sacked towns:
they burned the cabins of the first settlers:
they committed the most outrageous and un-
blushing frauds on tho ballot-bo- x; they in-

timidated voters and drove them from the
polls: they haunted free state leaders like
bloodhounds; they imprisoned men
for opinions sake: they filled both
branches of the territorial legislature
with ruffians, who were residents of Missou-
ri; and in all this wore protected and encour-
aged by a national administration as devoted
to the propagation of slavery, as was the vile
aistruments they employed to drive the free
state settlers from tho territory- - During
:hese cruel years several attempts were made
Sy tho free state men to relieve their condi-
tion, and relief could only como by admis-
sion as a state, or a change of national ad-

ministration." The Topeka and the Leaven-
worth constitutional conventions were at-

tempts in that direction, but the time for
leliveranco was not now ripe yet through all
'.heso cruel years, angels of hope sat upon
;he hearthstone of tho Kansas cabins, sing-

ing:
"Por freedom's battle onro begrm,
Bequeathed l bleeding to con,
Thouch baffled oft, is ever won."

Timo aided the persistence and patience of
the free state settlers: immigration was com-

ing in from tho north; tho legislature and
local offices were now controlled by the bona
fide residouts, and the friends of Kansas
were about to control tho lower house of
congress, and wero gaining in the
senate. Encouraged by these good
indications, the legislature of 1859 on the
11th day of February, passed an act author-
izing a voto of tho people to be taken on the
question of the formation of a constitution
and state government. The voto was taken
on the 28th day of March, and resulted four
to one in its favor. An election for delegates
was then ordered on the 4th day of June.
At that election there were moro than four-
teen thousand votes cast. Tho convention
met on the 5th day of July. It was bravely
right that it should meet at Wyandotte with-
in sight and hearing of slave soil. The
personal composition of this body of men
was peculiar, and it may be that it was this
peculiarity that made their work a success.
For causes that are unnecessary and un-
profitable to here discuss, not a single one
of the numerous and worthy men who wk
by common consent regarded as leaders in
free state movemant, had a seat in the con-
vention. It was composed of that great
middle class, who are the strength and wis-
dom of a political organization. It was a
class of men who acted from conviction
with a sense of their responsibilities, and not
from any hope of their personal advance-
ment. These members had more or less
local prominence, or they would not have
been selected as delegates, but not one of
them, with tho possible exception of Winch-el- l,

were possessed of that inlluence.standing
and general acquaintance through the terri-
tory, that would entitle them to be consider-
ed in any sense as leaders. They were
strangers to each other and
when they assembled in Wyandotte on the
5th day of July, I personally knew but four
of them, and many members were more un-
fortunate in that respect than I was. They
had no personal ambition to gratify, no an-

imosities to resent,no friends to favor. Their
sole aim and object seemed to be(and in this
connection I speak of them as individuals
and as an organize J body),tD frame a funda-
mental law that embodied every safeguard
to the citizen, that was abreast with the pro-
gressive sentiment of the nation 'i favor of
human freedom and human rights, and was
adapted to the wants and conditions ot the
people of Kansas. They worked conscien-
tiously and with great industry, and com-
pleted their labors in twenty-on- e working
days. Of course there were schemes and jobs
anil old claims and special provisions that
were sought to be engrafted on that instru-
ment, but there is not a paragraph or sec-
tion of that constitution within which
lurked any suspicion of a scheme or job.
That convention was singularly free from
political manipulation and figuring, as tc
Etate officers and other positions that was sc
soon to follow if the work was ratified bj
the people. On the 4th day of October it
was ratified by the peop'e. Ihere was about
16.000 votes polled at the election, and more
than two-thir- of them wero for the consti
tution. On the 6th day of December an j

election ior state otneers, a memoer oi con-
gress and member of the legislature was held.
OutheUthdny of February. I860, it was
presented to the senate of the United States.
On the 29th of February Senator W. H.
Seward makes a strong speech in favor of
the admission of the state. On the 29th day
of March, Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, from
the committee on territories in the house of
representatives, makes a report rec
ommending admission. On the 11th .
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?ayJ .C Avril, the house votes
lo admit Kansas. One hundred and thirty-fo-ur

for and seventy-thre- e against On the
7th day of May, Senator Wade, of Ohio,
moves to take up the house bill admitting
Kansas, but was beaten by a vote of twenty-si- x

for and thirty-tw- o against On the 4th
day of June Charles Sumner makes a speech
in favor of admission, after a silence of four
rears, caused by the brutal assault of Pres-tIlT- ?'

Brooks. After the discussion Hunter,
of Virginia, moved a postponement of the
Kansas bill, and it carried by a vote of thirty-thre- e

for and twenty-seve- n against On the
21st day of January, 1661, the bill for the ad-
mission of Kansas passes the senate by a
vote of thirty-si- x for and sixteen against.
On the 29th President Buchanan signs the
bill, Kansas becomes a state, the struggle is
over, the battle is won, and the good people
of Kansas are to-d- enjoying the fruits of
victory. I have on another occasion given
personal sketches of the members of that
convention, but the subject is not exhausted.
Columns might be written about Thacher,
Kingman, Stinson, McDowell, Ingalls,
W inchell, Blunt, and others. Two members
of that convention have represented the
state in the United States senate. John
J. Ingalls is now serving as senator,
his third term in that illustrious
body. E. G. Ross, now gov-
ernor of New Mexico. served
by appointment and election nearly
five years as senator. S. A. Kingman was
on the supreme bench of the state for many
years, first as associate and then as chief
justice of that court S. O. Thacher, W. C.
McDowell and John T. Bums havo adorned
the bench of the district court in their re-
spective judicial districts, Thacher has grad-
ually grown in public estimation since his
brilliant service in that convention until
now he is a man of established national rep-
utation, an honored citizen at home, a re
spected representative of his country abroad.
The youthful secretary of that convention,
whose years numbered only twenty-on- e, is
now tho chief magistrate of this marvelous
commonwealth. But the list is too long. I
forbear, for your sake, further citation to
To fact that ttie subsequent lives and ser-
vices of the members of that body fully jus-
tify what I have claimed for them.
When we turn to the several articles and sec-
tions of that instrument that have been tho
subject of amendment, it will be found that
most of the amendments thereof, were not
necessitated by tho inherent defects of the
instrument, but because of the rapidly
changing condition of the state itself. The
first amendment, adopted November, 1861,
was allowing banking institutions to issue
circulating notes of tho denomination of one
dollar, tho original section forbidding an is-
sue of less than $5 notes. An amendment
that is practically useless now. The next
amendment was made in November. 1854.

and by it section 12 of article 2, that required"
that "all bills shall originate in the house of
representatives, and be subject to amend-
ment or rejection by tho senate," was made
to read "Bills may originate in either house,
but may be amended or rejected by either."
And this was a decided practical improve-
ment of the original text. Section 3, of arti-
cle 5, was amended in November, 1SG4,

tho main object of thr amendment being to
confer on citizens who were serving in the
volunteer army of the United States, the
right to voto, and authorizing tho legislature
to make provision for taking the votes of the
absent electors. Section 2 of that same
article was amended in November, 1867, so
as to withhold the right to vote or hold office
from those who had been dishonorably dis-
charged from the service of the United
States, who had been found guilty of de-

frauding the government; who had been
guilty of giving or receiving a bribe, or offer-
ing to give or receive a bribe, who had borne
arms voluntarily against the government, or
lided or abetted the attempt to overthrow
the government

Section 4, of article 15, was adopted in
November, 1868. This is a change from let-
ting the public printing to the lowest re-
sponsible bidder to the establishment of the
office of 6tate printer, who receives a stated
compensation for the work done. This
change is perhaps an improvement on the
method devised by tho convention, and its
success may bo fairly attributed to the three
faithful old Kaustans who have successively
been elected to that office S. S. Prouty,
George W. Martin and T. Dwight Thacher.
It can be be truly said of them and of their
work as state printers: "Well done, thou
iiood and faithful servants." In November,
1873, camo tho amendment increasing the
uumber of senators to 40 and the represen-
tatives to 125. At tho November election,
IS75, the amendment providing for biennial
essions of the legislature, commencing with

the session of 1S77, was adopted. The next
that followed was the amendment prohibit-
ing tho manufacture and sale of intoxicating
liquors, except for specified purposes. This
was the introduction of new matter into tho
composition of tho state government the
onstitutiou as adopted and existing up to
hat time having made no reference to tho
'liquor traffic." This completes the amend-

ments made to this time. I make no refer-
ence to those now pending except to
express tho wish that they may be adopted.
I claim for the members of that body, who
framed a fundamental law which has gov-
erned a state for twenty-fiv- e years years of
marvelous growth and unexampled develop-
ment that time has demonstrated that they
had a very fair conception of the wants, con-
ditions and necessities of the people for
whom they acted; and, notwithstanding the
wonderful increase in population and pro-
duction, that instrument has accelerated
rather than retarded a growth that has never
been equaled on tho American continent
Ihere is y within the boundaries of
Kansas 1,400,000 people. Even tho most en-

thusiastic citizen of Kansas would not, a
quarter of a century ago, have ven-
tured to predict such a result; and
yet an ardent admirer, an enthusiastic
but philosoplical lover of Kansas, Horace
Greeley; peace to his ashes, said at Osawato-
mie on the 18th day of May, 1859, "The
child is now born on Kansas soil, but will
live to see this stato tho fifth
in agricultural production in tho union."
When the federal census of 18S0 was taken,
only twenty-on- e years had elapsed since tho
date of that prophecy and tho state was
nearer the sixth than the seventh in rank,
in the amount of agricultural products, in-

cluding live stock, to which its soil is
adapted, and if we take those conventional
thirty years, which are loosely supposed to
constitute the space of time covered by one
generation, as the life of that child, we
havo only to await the census
oflS90 to verify the prophecy. I doubt
whether the men of any more than
those of twenty-fiv- e years ago have given a
thought or entertain a conception of what a
grand, glorious, and prosperous common-
wealth is building up among them. How this
influx of people, how this blending of blood,
how this every day intercourse between peo-
ple of different nationalities, and different
sections of our own widespread domain
how this exchange of ideas and methods,
liow all theso tilings animate .and dominated j

by the Nr"lo Saxon blood are producing!
on the prirics of Kansas, a race of people
and a condition of government and society, I

that will make the state the "chosen land" i

of the best type of American civilization;
and will ever keep green and fresh the mem-- 1

ory of the noble men,whose blood will bring
"God IiKe iruition" to tne uopes.aspiniuuas
and ultimate destiny of the glorious young
commonwealth. '

The Schools of Kansas.
BT THE EEV. BIC1IABD COODLET.

very structure. They begun with her life,
and have grown with her growth, and have
been woven into all her history. The plant-
ing of schools was not an incident, nor an
afterthought but a part of the original pur- -

.r l.n. tl. -- ..1A- Tt Tcna truth. n4

well as poetry, that
"They cuine to.jIant the common school
On distant prairie "

Schools sprang up as soon as they touched
the soil, almost before there were children to
attend them. Lawrence was settled in Sep-

tember, 185J. and in less tlian four months,
January 2, 1855, a school was opened by Mb

. Bitch, of Massachusetts. March 7,
JTj the "Qnincy High School" was

and she has hardly had a
better school since. Topeka was settled
late ui November, 1854 and early the
next summer a school was onened by Miss
Sarah Harlond, and the "Topeka Academy"
was established January 2, 1856. What hap-
pened in these two places was repeated in one
form or another in every town and hamlet in
the territory. These were all voluntary
movements, as there were as yet no provis-
ions of law to aid in the matter. But these
local and voluntary movements sprang from
the same popular convictions which after-
wards created our splendid school system,
and were prophetic of what was coming. As
soon, and as fast as possible, even in terri-
torial days, provision was made by law for
public education. But although schools
were everwhere, and interest was universal,
it could not be said that Kansas had a system
of public schools until after her admission
into the Union.

The Wyandotte constitution, under which
the state was admitted twenty-fiv- e years ago

y provides that the legislature shall es-
tablish "a uniform system of common
schools, and schools of higher grade, em-
bracing normal, preparatory, collegiate and
university department"

In accordance with this constitutional
provision the legislature has at different
times passed laws looking to the develop-
ment of a complete system of schools, and
these laws havo been carried out by
officials, elected under them. These laws
provide for a state superintendent of public
instruction, who shall supervise the schools
of the state, and for county superintendents,
who shall supervise the schools of the county.
The state has been divided into school dis-
tricts, small enough to make a school access-
ible to all the children, yet not so small as to
make the maintenence of a school burden-
some.

Every district is encouraged to sustain a
school at least three months in the jear. and
eiery parent is required by law to send hi?
children to school at least three months each
year. Cities and larger towns are authorized
to establish graded schools, including prim
ary, grammar and nigh school departments.
Every child who wishes.may secure, not only
the rudiments of learning, but a good Eng-
lish and business education, and also pre-
pare for further study in higher institutions
of learning.

Beyond the common schools, there have
been established schools of a higher grade
and for special study.

At Emporia is tho normal school, foi
training teachers in tho art of teaching. It
was founded by a grant of nearly 40.00C
acres of land which is being sold to establish
a fund for its support It employs eleven
professors and two assistants, and has an at-

tendance of 597 students, making it the
largest school in the state. It has a small
endowment, but a grand and growing work
and it is to be hoped that tho legislature will
hereafter supplement its endowment by ap-

propriations equal to its opportunity.
At Manhattan is tho State Agricultural

college, for instruction in agriculture and
tho industrial arts. It is based upon n con-
gressional grant of 90,000 acres of land. The
sale of these lands has been admirably man-
aged, and has produced a permanent
fund of about half a million of dollars. Thf
college is doing n grand service in elevating
the industries of the state. It now employs
twelve instructors and assistants, and seven
superintendents of different branches of in-
dustry, and gives instruction to about 35C

students.
At Lawrence is the State University, de-

signed to give to all citizens the opportunity
for professional study, and for the pursuit of
all branches of higher learning. It employe
some twenty instructors and as8istantB,and

at ttie last report had an attendance
500 students. It is hoped that here s
equipped university may be developed, with
schools of literature and art, of plulosophy
and science, 'and schools for professional
study. It is hoped also to gather hero
libraries and cabinets, nnd museums
and galleries of art, and to estab-
lish learned professorships nnd lectures
so that persons desiring to pursue any branch
of learning may hero find facilities to any
extent desired. The university has the be-

ginnings of a noble system of buildings, nnd
a very enthusiastic and industrious faculty.
It has a very small endowment in money
and lauds, but an unlimited endowment in
the growing confidence nnd nffection of tho i

people, the maintenance of tho common
schools is both state and local. The act of
:ongress ndmitting the stato set apart tho
sixteenth nnd thirty-sixt- h soctions of each
township for school purposes. This will ag-

gregate nearly 3,000,000 acres of land.and Su-

perintendent Speer estimated four years ago
that it could bo made to yield a permanent
school fund of 15,000,000 and might yield
even 20,000,000. The fund already amounts
to $3,500,000, and is increasing rapidly.
This fund is invested in good securities and
the interest apportioned among the districts.

But the main dependence of ono public
school is tho local tax, which districts im-

pose upon themselves, whilo the public
moneys distributed annually aro only about
$300,000, the cost of maintaining our schools
is over $3,000,000. If the state 6chool fund
should reach tho highest sum suggested, it
would give our schools only a very meagre
and partial support Tho tax now assamed
by districts is ten-fol- d tho amount given by
the state. If the state aid should be with-
held, a very slight additional tax would sup-
ply tho deficiency. The schools of a state
do no depend on its public
school fund, but on the interest of
the people in thom. Ono stato
with no public fund may have better schools
than another stato with an enormous fund.

A largo fund is no substitute for an in-

terested people. The largest fund ever
named is no match for a people whose love
for education makes them willing to tax
themselves for its support.

The hearts of tho people are a larger and
surer dependence than tho state treasury,
however full that may bo.

We have but to look over Kansas to see
her school houses built by a self imposed
tax, and her troups of teachers paid by a
self imposed assessment, to seo that we
have the most enduring foundation for an
effective system of public schools.

The growth of our public schools
has so exactly kept 6tep with
the growth of the state, as to show
that they are a part of its very life bone of
its bone, flesh of its flesh. The reports of the
first two or three years of the state history
vere so incomplete that they afford no fair
basis of comparison. But we may take the
report of 1866 and measure the growth of the
last twenty years with a good degree of ac-
curacy. The last report of the superintend-
ent of public instruction was for 1884, so the
figures for the present time can only be ap-

proximated, bnt they will be near enough to
the actual figures for all practical purposes.
In 1SC6 the school population of the state
was 54,725. It is now 461,000. The nnmber
of children enrolled in the schools then was
31,528. The number now is about 325,
000. The number of teachers
employed then was 1.0SG. The
number now is nearly 9,000.
The number of school houses'' was not re-

ported that year, but in l67 it was 703. The
number now is about 7,250. The amount
paid then for teachers' salaries was $115,924.
The amount now paid is about $2,000,000.
The value of school property was then $318,
897. The value now is over $6,000,000. The
whole amount expended for public schools
in 1866, wo3 $253,920. Tho amount being ex-
pended this year will be about $4,200,000.

The school population has increased about
eight and a half fold, from 54,000 to 461,000.
indicating a growth in population from
about 161,000 to about 1,400,000. In nearly
every other respect the schools have increased
over ten fold.

Bat numbers do not wholly measure
growth. There has been improvement in
quality as well as enlargement in quantity.
We have better school houses, a higher grade
of teachers, and a higher model
of teacliing. Every new town takes pride in
making its school house the best building in
the place. The support of the school. is a
heavy tax, but no tax is mere willingly
borne. The local demagogue who turns his
crj of economy tow'di the cheapening of
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The Cities or Kansas.
BT COLONEL C. K. nOLLIDAT

tT0?" rerymanypassengr.-- aboardelegant steamer. T. X. Aubrey," on hertnp from St Louib to Fort Leavenworth,

1854
themiddleof the month of October)

Among those whose acquaintance I made
f,83811. deriy gentleman by the name of
McDamel, whose home was at Weston, Mo.,
but who took a lively interest in Kansas
affairs. He had already invested in the newterritory, and was contemplating making ithis future home.

Upon learning that I was-- going to Kansas,
with a view of making a permanent settle-ment, he was. kind enough to give me many
valuable hints and suggestions. "Don.t
make a mistake, young man," he said."dont
make a mistake." "Near the great elbow ofthe Missouri there is bound to be built thegreatest city of the continent, and that city,
sir. is Kickapoo."

I mildly suggested that I heard Atchison,
Leavenworth, Wyandotte and Kansas City,
or rather Westport, well spoken of. But he
quickly gave me to understand that, if I
would become a part of. and grow up with
the great city, I should lose no time in cast-
ing my lot among the Kickapoos.

If, however, I could not reconcile myself
to living in a large commercial emporium
like Kickapoo, he would, then, recommend
that I should "stick my stakes" at Douglas
or Tecumseh, both of which were bound to
be large interior cities, and one of which
would, doubtless, be the capital.

Strange as it may seem y, it is true
that Kickapoo, situated on tho Missouri
river, some six or eight miles above Leaven-
worth, did aspire to be one of tlio great cities
of the territory, and hoped to become the
greatest And it is equally trne thatTecumseb
had similar aspirations of becoming the
largest interior city. And not without rea-
son. For Tecumseh came within one vote
of being made the capital by the first legis-
lative assembly, and would, doubtless, have
secured the location, had not the personal
interests of a majority of the members influ-
enced them to make the location at Lecomp-to-

The importance, however, of these
cities was fully recognized by this same leg-
islative assembly, in that it established the
county seat of Leavenworth county at Kick-
apoo, of Douglas county, at Douglas, and of
Shawnee county, at Tecumseh. Nop would
tho friends of these respective cities, for a
moment concede that Leavenworth could
ever successfully compete with Kickapoo,
nor Lawrence with Douglas, nor Topeka,
not eeu founded at the initial period of tliis
history, with Tecumseh.

I should not omit in this enumeration of the
earliest established cities of our territory,
still another, whese hopes, or the l.opcs of its
friends, soared high above those of Kicka-
poo, Douglas or Tecumseh. I allude, of
courre, to tho very first prospective capital
the city of Pawnee. This city was founded
by n number of prominent nnd influential
gentlemen, chiefly from Pennsylvania, and
who wero supposed to be near the adminis-
trative authority of tho territory- - At this
place the first legislative assembly was con-
vened, nnd it was hoped that an act would
speedily be passed making Pawnee the per-
manent capital. But the political fires which
swept and devastated the territory for the
next three years had already been kindled.
The assembly, therefore, not only did not
make Pawree the capital, but refused to do
any business whatever there, other than
to organize, and then adjourn to tho Shaw-
nee mis.sion, where tho remainder of its ses-
sion was held.

Pawnee was situated upon n beautiful
plateau on the north bank of the Kansas
river, about a mile eastward from Fort
Riley.

A large and substantial stone building was
erected, by private means, in which the two
houses of the assembly might hold their
sessions, nnd other buildings for the accom-
modation of tho officers and members.
Upon investigation, however, it was ascer-
tained that l'awneo was located upon tho
Fort Riley military reservation. This was
construed as an invasion of tho reserved

territory of the United States: and, upon Ihe
facts being made known at Washington, tho
president ordered the army to expel tho
citizens, nnd, if need be, to bombard and
desroy the city.

Tho city was ever afterwards known, until
it passed from tho recollections of tho peo-
ple, as "Pawnee on the Reserve."

The bombardment of "Pawnee on tho Re-

serve," and of Greytown.in Nicaragua, were
the two .Teat military achievements which
gave fame and renown to the Pierco admin-
istration.

I should, perhaps add, as a third, the ex-

pulsion, at the point of the bayonet, and at
the month of shotted cannon, of tho legisla-
ture, under the Topeka constitution, at To-
peka, on the 4th day of July, 1S56.

In these modern days, when we wish to
express, in tho superlative degree, any great
movement in trade, in manufacture, in real
estate, in the rapid growth of cities, or what
not. we call it a "boom."

The biggest boom that Kansas ever had
in the city lino, or perhaps ever will have,
took place in 1857, continuing into 1858,
The causes of this movement wero too nu-
merous nnd lengthy to be enumerated in de-

tail, within the time allotted to this sddress.
Principally, however, a great panic was g

in tne eastern 6tates, and the many
persons failing there, strove to place the
remniints.s lved from the wrecks of their for
tunes, where they would best escape tho vig-
ilance of creditors, and, at the eame time, be
most remunerative.

Knnsos, having been extensively advertised
through our "border ruffian troubles," nnd
by the Buchnnan-Fremo- campaign of 1856.
peace being at Last assured and large and
valuable bodies of public land3 being offered
for sale, the rush of people to our territorj
was most extraordinary. Unlike those who
had come the three preceding years, those
who came in 1857 were possessed of consid-
erable means.

The result was, that both lands a4
city lots especially tho latter, were in the
greatest demand. All sales were mado foi
cash. The older and really more substan.
tial cities and towns, having been sold nnd
resold, and tho demand being Ftill misap-
plied, Aew towns or cities everything was a
city then were being daily organized, sur-
veyed, platted and cold.

Lots or groups of lots were seldom sold.
The plan was almost universal, to issue cer-
tificates of shares in the new city, and sell
the certificates. The city would be divided
into from one hundred to. say four or five
hundred shares-accordi- ng to its size, and
the sanguine temperaments of its founders,
and each share would represent from two to
twenty lots. The avidity with which these
certificate of shares in the citie
were bought 'was something start-lin-

The standard and average price
for city shares was about $;'00 each, some
favorites, of course, commanding more, oth-
ers, perhaps less.

It was not merely, the newcomers who
were enthused, and lost self control in this
new city movement but the old settlers
were equally infected and carried along by
the tide. Many who had valuable proper-
ties in the old and well established towns,
such aa Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Lawrence,
Topeka and others, sold the same, and,
with the proceeds bought certificates of
shares in the new cities. In this county
alone, I call to mind the five cities
of Avoca, Canema, Essex, Day-
ton and Kansapolis. There were many oth-
ers whose lots to-d- are doubtless parts of
some fine cornfield or orchard, and, whose
sited the oldest inhabitant wonld try in vain
lo determine.

To a half dozen of the most prominent of.
these cities I wiih to invite your special at


