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IN AND AROUND MAYER

An Historical Locality That is Holding

its Own as an Active In-

dustrial Center.

Like in Pioneer Days it Remains in
the Saddle and Has a Bright

Future Ahead.

Probably in all Arizona there ia

no section more familiarly or agree-

ably known to the masses than can
be said of the old station of Mayer.
Id the earlier days of staging from
Fres-o- tt to Phenix it was regarded
as a luxury when the wild mustangs
pulled up at the place, and after
leaving it the universal verdict was
that in hospitality and accommoda
tions it savored of the delightful
and refreshing indeed. So famous
had this center become in the annals
of overland travel, that the monot-

ony of riding on the hurricane deck
of a prairie schooner was more or
less of a pleasant anticipation after
one had partaken there of the rough
and ready generosity, to await him
at every turn, With the decline of
the stage coach and the building of
the railroad, however, one wculd
naturally believe that the old land
mark of the "fast ana lurious was
to be fupplanted by a delicacy ol
regard that the tenderfoot era was
sure to unravel, or, in other words,
the place was to lose its old-tim- e a
identity and charm. But such is
not the case.

The railroad has been laid to the
verv door of the old station, and
while it is true the methods are
omewhat changed ia so far as trans

portation facilities go, and the tedi- -
ousuess of a long and trying journey
is somewhat dispel'ed, and more
people are going in to see and be
een, the characteristics ana tradi

tions ol the place are nevertheless
preserved, and still go on as of yore.
In short, Alayer 01 oia is sun me
same, but, as the boys say, on a big--

er scale. It is a peculiar place in
Arizona, and so solidified is it in the
resrr.rd of the people who today, as

old, still cling to and around it
and cherish its past, that we doubt
if a score of railroads would materi
ally alter the scene. This belief is
based on the tact ot a personal re
gard for the founder of the place
Joe Mayer who probably is as well
known today as any living Anzon- -
an. ior nearly a quarter 01 a cen-tur- v

he has been at his post, and
from a "hand-out- " up to "staking"
the nomadic- prospector, not to
mention such events as "going
broke" himself on various mining
enterprises, we coubt it there is a
mortal in the territory whose career
has been as variegated as his has
befln. Unlike the skeptical and un
certain, Mr. Mayer has held the
fort, as it were, and in the language
of Colonel Sellars has "taken his
medicine" like a man, no matter
whether it was sweet or bitter.
Thousands of admirers whispered to
him that the railroad would wipe
him out of existence, and that his
fate would be told in the vernacular
of the Hassayampa "has beens."
This i3 not so, however. On the
contrary, the railroad has brought
hundreds where the stagecoach car-
ried one, and with the change the
country in and around that place
has been more benefited and placed
in better light thaD could have been
possiblv accredited to any other
channel. With the change Mr.
Mayer has kept pace with the times,
and we are pleased to state also that
as the avenues in mining progress
widened, so has he, iu a great meas-
ure, been likewise benefitted.
Through all the long years he has
been a resident of that particular
section his citizenship has been of
the highest order a benefactor, in
short and nothing good should be
deniea him.

As au industrial center Mayer is
handsomely located. It supp'ies
Big Bug, up aud down, while for
Bumblebee, Black Cauyonv Agua
Fria, the Bradshaws and other dis-

tricts it is an ideal location as a dis-

tributing point.

THE ONYX FIELDS.
Within talking distance of Mayer

lys one of the greatest aud most
beautiful deposits of toyx iu all the
known world. So much prominence
iu the past has been given this par-
ticular industry iu so far as the
magnificence of its beds go, and the
sale thereof a few years ago for a
vast sum, that the future of the
sama will b mentioned again, and
likewise wiil the uncovering of addi-
tional and new ground bo lightly
spoken of. It is stated on reliable
authority that the Arizona Onyx
company has lately decided to re-
sume work at once, and for the pur
pose oi successfully operating and
carrying out the object of the work
outlined some mouths ago, will erect
new buildings equipped with mod-
ern machinery to handle the pro-
duct, in sawing and polishing the
same. The cost of the plant is said
to be over 50,000. When under
headway a large force will be main
taiued, aud in consequeuce will
Mayer correspondingly prosper.
The ground covered by this com-
pany is of great area, some 300
acres, and averages in depth of onyx
over thirty feet.

Tn line with this industry may
a!so be mentioned the recent discov-
ery ia adjoining ground of another
onyx deposit of some 120 acres in
extent, by Daniel Bowen, that is cre-

ating a great deal of interest in the
variety and quality of the deposits
uncovered. On claim No. 1, which
adjoins the original location, and
laying below, down the bill, con-
cealed under the grass roots and
soft loam, some of the most beauti
ful and variegated stone ever placed
before the eve is being quarried,
Experts pronounce the product here
to be the finest on the mesa, and
samples on exhibition certainly bear
out this assertion. , On claim No. 2
another specie of onyx has also been
recently uncovered of an African or
bandit grain, as it is cailed. Noth
ing but this variety has been uncov
ered on this claim. On claim No. 4
another surprise meets one in one's
rambles in beholding a distinctive
type of the wonderful doings of na
ture, ia the shape of block onyx,
that is a bewildering as it is beauti
ful. Many who have seen this par
ticular stoue seem to have a decided
preference for it over all others,
Mr. Bowen, who with Bert Mayer is
interested in these claims, has done
thousands of feet of development

work, and so much so is he a recog-
nized authority on this new indus-
try in Yavapai, and the manner of
handling the same, that he is becom
ingly referred to as the ''Daddy of
the Onyx." At any rate, Mr. Bowen
has very valuable possessions, and
no doubt is expressed but what the
future will reward him handsomely.
The ground under which the onyx
lies can be driven over in a buggy,
and if not familiar with the forma-
tion, and the fact that under the
soft dirt lays the onyx in gigantic
slabs, a stranger would certainly be
in ignorance of the existence of the
product, bo smooth and soft is the
soil.

MINING NOTES.
About three miles below Mayer's,

in the malpai foot hills, a remarka-
ble discovery has just been made in
a placer find. Arnold & Alexauder
are the lucky ones and are said to
be startling that neighborhood.
The former is rated as an expert dry
washer, and the fact of that charac-
ter of formation beiug so productive
is creating some excitement. The
above people are said to be clearing
up $16 daily.

A new discovery within one mile
of Mayer is creating considerable
talk, from the fact of copper being
developed and the good showing
that is being made as work pro-
gresses. It is the property of Bow-e- n,

Centerlusk aud others, and is
being worked by Judge K. E. Sloaa,
who has a force of seven men under
John Hudgens, A depth of forty
feet has been reached, and for that
amount of work given, and the char-
acter of the ore changing fcr the
better with every foot uncovered,
together with greater values, it is
certainly very encouraging to push
ahead the work.

A novel proposition in placer min
ing is that of Swartz & Neese, about

mile from Mayer. The deposits
lay about one-ha- lf a mile from Big
Bug creek on a mesa and on a com-
paratively smooth stretch of coun-
try. To handle the product the
above people utilize the principles
that go in farming, viz., harness
four, six or eight animals together,
attach a gang plow to them, and in
this manner the ground is plowed
up until a rocky formation is
reached, the average depth of the
work being about six feet. The soil
that is dug up is free of boulders
and is hauled in wagous to sluice
boxes on the creek. In many in-

stances as high as $10 to the wagon
load has been given. Mr. Swartz is
an experienced miner and for seven
years has been working that ground
in the manner described.

In Daniel gulch more tactivity is
in evidence than for years past, and
the discovery of a copper belt run-
ning through that section has
brought in many. A group worthy
of mention is that of Nellis & Shel-
don, who have work well under way.
They have out for shipment a car-
load of good looking rock and feel
decidedly jubilant over the showing
their claims make.

At Copper mountain there is an
air of activity prevailing aud the
place i. again to assume its old-tim- e

animation.' A large force of men is
at work and new machinery is said
to be on the road, in addition to a
new hoist being in operation. This
property is the pioneer copper prop-
osition of northern Arizona, and a
great deal of interest is attached
to it from the fact of its being in the
zone of the famous United Verde.
In tact, authorities on mineralogical
conditions have time and agaiu ad-
vanced the argument that the cop
per chain from Jerome to the Buster
is a clear and distinctive one, and
that the Einghampton, Copper
Mountain, Blue Bell, the Daisy
group, the iiuster and others are un-
questionably linked together as one
1 he worn now going on is 01 espe-
cial interest to this community, and
when carried out ou the plans out-
lined the belief of many practical
miners is that it will be undoubtedly
a steady and profitable producer.
Hon. I. T. Stoddard is the owner of
the above and is personally on the
ground superintending the work.

MORE ABOUT THE

GREAT BELCHER MINE

Since publishing a recent article
in the Journal-Mine- r on the Great
Belcher property, in Big Bug, which
is being operated by the Cliffords,
the following additional informa-
tion concerning this property has
been received from a correspondent.
"The Cliffords, who are operating
this property, are nervy miners who
know the value of the property they
have been fortunate iu acquiring.
The old Belcher is a land mark in
Arizona. In the early days when
Indians and high prices kept the
majority of mines from being worked
the Great Belcher was extensively
explored, and it is claimed that
$700,000 was extracted from the
oxides found at the surface. This
mine has done a great deal to add
fame to Yavapai county, aud now
that it has fallen into the bauds of
the ruost skillful and courageous
mining financiers, much may be ex-
pected of its future.

The Great Belcher is a verv large
vein, carrying gold and copper with
a small amount ot silver, liiese
metals are carried in a sulphide aud
in places the mine shows fifteen feet
of solid ore of a value of about ?20
per ton. The mine is being mag-
nificently equipped with the most
modern machinery so economical
extraction will plav an important
part in its future.

"There is being erected a large
shaft house of the latest design. A
powerful gasoline hoisting plant is
now in place, called by the local
miners ''Jumbo." Air compressors
and air drills are en route. A large
milling and concentrating plant of
500 tons daily capacity has been
bought to work the Belcher and the
other Clifford ores, and a narrow
gauge railroad company has been
incorporated called the Gold Belt
railway to transport the Belcher ore
to the big mill, as it is claimed that
within one year the daily product of
the Belcher will exceed 500 tons per
day, a tonnage beyond the power of
wagon freighters to haul the same.
The Belcher is a patented mine and
its title is perfect. It is rumored
that the Great Belcher is to be
made a feature on the New York
stock exchange."

The first thing that the country
knows Mr. Bryan will get after the
sea seipent. He has chased octo-
puses until he is tired out.

"How long will prosperity last?"
As long as the republicans remain
in power.

BIG BUG IN GENERAL!

A NET WORK OF PROPERTIES IN a
SUCCESSFUL OPERATION

THES DAYS.

District Admirably Situated It
the Center ot" Active Mining

Life A Great Future
Ahead.

Of the many successful mining
enterprises in operation today along
Big Bug, that of tbe Ked Kock com-
pany impresses one in a decidedly
favorable manner. From the begin-
ning of work on the same ami up to
the present the development has
been steady, practical and in arn-es- t,

reflecting creditably on W. T.
Little, its manager- - The claims be-
long to the earlier period of mining
in Arizona, but have only entered
the channel of an active and pro-
ductive career since the above gen-
tleman assumed charge. The devel-
opment of them iu the past two
years shows extensive openings aud
in addition a mill is in daily opera-
tion. Over 3000 feet has been
opened up in drifts and cross-cut- s

aud the like. The maiu shaft is over
300 feet in depth and is a double
compartment one. From the vari-
ous stations levels have beeu run,
and it is said that the ore chute on
the 200 is the longest aud strongest
of any property on the creek. Like
all mines in that zone, the ore from
the Ked Rock is a sulphide and is
treated by concentration, later being
shipped. Tbe plaut is a mechauical
beauty, is of the steam stamp order,
and is doing excellent service. The
ore is of a high grade, carrying from
9 to 11 per cent copper and from $10
to$70gold. The last returns netted
the company $72 per ton.

The operation of the Red Rock
has renewed interest in mining cir-
cles and establishes the belief that
it is on a wealthy belt that cuts'
through that country, and when
greater depth is given it, as well as
other locations, its prominence will
be only the better known aud ap-
preciated. In addition to this mine in
being unquestionably one of the
wonderful properties in Arizona,
there is another fact in connection
with its development not generally
known or considered, and that is
that on the 300 level a body of oro
five feet across has been struck, car-
rying a copper sulphide that will
run alone in the latter metal 12 per
cent, besides the gold values, which
latter are richer than ever before en-

countered. Take the Red Rock as a
whole, we doubt very much if there
is another mine in Arizoua to equal it
it, for the amount of work done aud
the depth given it.

The work on the Sterling is pro
gressing systematically, and it is one
of the enterprises in Yavapai that
commends itself to the legitimate
and practical. . It is simply being
run ou the idea of development, aud
the question of a mill or any other
plant is not to be considered until
there is enough work done below to
justify the erection of reduction
works. 1 he sterling, too, is an old
one of the Hassayamper period, but
is being handled today under new
principles, and successfully so at
that. The old original workings to
the west of the present base haye
been cleaned out and abandoned,
and a more desirable point selected.
On the new shaft a depth of 218 feet
has been reached, and 300 feet more
will be sunk before additional open
ings will be made. An ore dump is
already in evidence to substantiate
the merits of the property, while in
the mine a good strong lead of from
4 to 5 feet acro?s gives one an iJea
of the magnitude of the property.
Samples from this mine give from
18 to 20 per cent in copper, 20 iu
silver and $i in gold. But one car-oa- d

has been shipped from the
Sterling, the returns being iu line
with the above values. A new sta-
tion pump is en route to facilitate
work. The hoist in operation today
la nna nf tlia ftnoct Irk ha cann our.

'

where, while altogether around the
works there is an air of stability aud
interest that gives one an earnest re-

gard for the project. The Sterling
is under the superintendency of J.
C. Leavitt, while James Breslin is
the foreman.

A property that is creating a great
deal of interest, and from its good
showing in copper has somewhat
knocked out old established ideas in
formation belts and other orthodox
mining principles of the past, is the
Daisy group, owued by Forau &
Mormon, lying three miles below
Mayer ou the creek. Three shafts
have been sunk, 100, 50 and 50 feet
respectivelv, aud in each, and also
iu the drifts, the showing is decid-
edly flattering. A slate and lime
formation has been run iuto, aud as
depth is reached in the same a good
sulphide ore is to be seen. Samples
from the bottom of the deepest shaft
go 15 per cent copper, and several
who have lately visited the place ad-
vanced the belief that an excellent
piece of ground is being uncovered,
and with development no doubt is
expressed as to the outcome. The
Daisy lays along a new copper belt,
and in that region interest is shown
to secure locations.

The Butternut group of copper
claims is owned by T. W. Boggs, but
their sale is pending to Yan Zandt
& Owens, and is about to be closed
for a sum running up into the thou-
sands. This property has been held
by Mr. Boggs for a generation, but
owing to lack of transportation fa-
cilities, together with the low price
of copper, the development of the
the group has been limited aud re-

stricted by these conditions. Since
Messrs. Yan Zandt & Owens have
taken possession, however, the mines
have been thoroughly opened up
and prospected, and ii general cir
culation is the report that the show
ing is a big and surprising one. A
new hoist is en route, and on its ar
rival a force of miners will be put to
work. Three carloads of ore have
been shipped to Silver City and re-
turns just received gave a return of
17 per cent in copper per ton. A pe-
culiar and striking feature of this
mine is this, that in its development
so far not a pound of powder has
been used. The existence of a dis-

tinct copper belt in this locality is
also causing some talk, the Butter-
nut being within a half mile of the
P. & E. railroad and not over a mile
from the Big Bug postoffice.

To keep pace with the spirit of
the times in mining affairs, Fred
Reif has resumed work ou his Bor-
deaux mine, and has let a contrrct
on tunnel work. In the early work-
ing of this claim a shaft was sutk
on the vein, but was abandoned on

account of water. Later he ran a
tunnel 105 feet in length, and the
work now is for the purpose of con-
tinuing the same and to reach the
main ore chutes. The Bordeaux is

fine looking piece of ground, and,
located as it ia, can be handled eas-
ily in transportation channels, hav-
ing also a bountif'il supply of water
as au inducement for the erection of
any machineiy. The lead is also a
strong one, ranging from one foot to
three feet in width, carrying a sul-
phide ore that gives from 60 to flOO
in gold, 2; to 4: per cent in lead,
aud from 25 to 35 ounces in silver,!
per ton. i If one half of what is currently in

Among new locations made near circulation these days is true of the
the head of the creek, spoken .veil Lr ,.r,i,.t:nn ntrr,A ;n Rio-- Rno- -

ot in work so lar given tneni, is a
group of six claims owned by Mur-
phy & Owens. Careful samples ta-
ken from one claim give a valuation
of ?25 in gold, while in another 10
per cent copper and ?2 iu gold are
shown. This group is au ex
tension of the Poland-Hamilto- n and
supports a ledge. Tliese peo- -

pie have done consiuerable work and
feel very much encouraged as to the
outcome. They have also an abund-
ance of wood and water, elements
which go to make miniug a profita-
ble investment.

An old property that has been
laying idle for years, but is now iu
line with the progressive tendency
of the times, is the Mammoth,
owned by Kelly & Johns. This
claim is on the northeast extension
of the Belcher, aud ou it a contract
has been let to run a 200-fo- ot tun-
nel. A good grade of ore is in si-h-

and from the prouiiuence of that
particular locality the outcome of
the work is eagorlv awaited.

MINES AND MINING

Frank Raymond has started work
again on his Pittsburg group of
mines near McCabe. He has over
500 feet of development and shows
veins of sulphide ore that will easily
measure one foot. Thirty assays
gave $33 a ton.

Henry Stoddard, who is soon to
commeuco work ou the 97 mine, has

that property a good showing.
It is the southeast exieusion ol the
American Flag aud carries a big
vein of iow grade sulphide ore. A
shaft over 40 feet deep has been
sunk and other work given to dem-
onstrate its merits.

The smelter of the Arizona, East-
ern & Montana Company ou Big
Bug is being repaired aud generally
remodeled, suggesting au active life
soon. This company has secured
the Lone Pine, Governor Teddy and
the Easy Boss mines aud will soon

is said start up work on all and
handle the ores at their smelter.

Charley Kingsley and Frank
Thornton are working on the Exam-
iner and Mineral Hill within a quar-
ter of a mile of Huron station aud
are developing some remarkable
ground. Thev have roaeliettn depth
of 60 feet on the Ksaimuer and " 10
feet ou the Mineral Hill. Samples
show 43 per cent copper aud "0 in
gold per ton. They have made a
shipment of ore aud will continue
development.

Good reports reach us of develop-
ment work on the Rebel mine, one-ha- lf

mile southwest of the McCabe
and like all old time aud heretofore
neglected claims a little money aud
practical experience is giving the
usual result. The Rebel is now 1S2
feet deep and a bodv of sulphide ore
five feet across has been developed.
It is the intentiou to siok 200 feet
further aud the probabilities are the
property will be then a heavy aud
steady producer. The Rebel loca
tion is au old one and until it was
taken hold of by the Cliffords has j

been like mativ others au obscure
and undeveloped claim. George
liohpeter is in charge of it and feels
enthusiastic over the showing maiie.

A project which gives great prom-- j
inence to this section as a mineral
one is the news that the greater por--
tiou of the machinerv of the Speua- -

i c..tkn.n Kcz UUia JJIdUl iu owiii. Litri u aii4'iiQ ua
e?,n purchased bv Heury B. Clifford

& au 1 is now en route to l'res- -

the

from mines owned bv the above
company. The principal machinery
en route is a 250-horsr- 3 power engine,
three large boilers, two rock break-
ers, two Cornish rolls aud other les-

ser machines. Ciifton Lewis, the
well kuowu Chaparral mii-T- , per-
sonally superintending the ship-
ment.

At present timo considerable
mining talk is being indulged in
over the discovery of a new belt of
copper and gold that through

(from Copper Mountain Crazy
aud so earnest is the miner

to secure a foothold that new finds
are coming to surface daily. In
addition that section is beiug over-
run by investors and prospectors, so
favorablv is regarded. The big
showiug that the Blue Bell has un-

covered, which unquestionably is the
Greatest ever made in copper mining

Arizona for depth or development,
together with other claims,
as a stimulant to the industry. The
building of the railroad to Crowned
King would run through the heart
of this new field of possibili-
ties aud do more to promote its de-

velopment than anyth'ng else. This
section has a decidedly bright out-
look and is coming to the front in
a rapid manner.

Arrangements are made to
resume work on the Gopher mine
near McCabe and by the first of
April it will again be the center of
activity. This property enjoys a
very good name and no doubt is
expressed that wheu agaiu taken
hold of it will be operated on prin-
ciples that will make its career a
profitable one. On the Gopher are
two hoisting plants, while develop-
ment work shows two shafts 200
and 150 feet each and in addition

mine well opened in drifts and
stopes. The ore carries gold and
silver. The Gopher vein is a con-

tinuation of the American Fla;? or
old Henrietta, which gives it rom-inen-

as being on a clear aud well
defined belt that cuts through that
country for miles and at m"iuy points
is beiug opened and id producing
handsomely. Considerable interest
in mining circles is manifested to
see work again started at this point.
L. A. Spear will have personal su-

pervision over the Gopher and about
thirty will be employed.

Tha road in the of Col-ens- o

is said to be strewn with the
dead bodies of dead men and ani-

mals, lying mutilated and putrify-in-g

in the trenches formerly occu-
pied by the Boers, The air is filled
with a sickening stench.

BIG BUG IMMm
The Old Reliable District is Keeping

Pace in the Lock Step of Mining

Progress in Yavapai.

The Fruits Steady Development are
Showing up Many Big and

Promising; Claims.

district, there must have been in ex- -
istence in the early '60's a decidedly
prosperous era. From lips of
men who claim to have been on the
ground iu those remote days, to-

gether with the indisputable evi- -

deuce the couutry backs them up
with in the hue of gigantic doings
in placer excavations, there is but
little room left to doubt the veracity
of any one, so far as the production
of the yellow metal goes. Big Bug
has to its ciedit the distinction of
being not only the oldest regularly
established miniug camp iu the
north, but it likewise ranks first and
foremost ia Arizona in the produc-
tion ot piaeer dust and successful
quartz mining, the possible
exceptiou of Rich Hill. It may be
stretching the "raw hide too tight
to hold water," bat from Hassayam-per- s

who were ou the ground iu
1(34. aud slIjU! of whom are still
there, the assertion is freely aud
voluntarily made that along lhat
historical stream no ltsa thau four
tbotir-Hii- people were at one time
engaged iu t h.? pursuit of miniug,
auU guuerauy speamug ttie gulcn
came up to tLe expectations ot all.
Auother instance of the popularity
of that section as a gfiid region is
that oub of the first quartz mills
erected iu Arizoua was piaced in
position to haudle the "free" of the
Favorite mine, now kuowu as the
Belcher. T. W. B ggs, who iu
resided tu tUo creek aud todfy occu
pies the itlt u! ieal he did then,
was the oniit-- r of the Favorite. In
recalling t ho methods pursued then,
linked tith tue "new fangled" sys
teni of the present, this veteran of
Yavapai pioneers is decidedly an in-

teresting if not a fascinating subject
t j eouverse with.- - Like many others
he has a volume of reminis-
cences, also, and so imbued was he
with the regard of his adopted sec-

tion of so long ago that for nearly
forty years he has been incessantly
at his post, aud will probably re-

main steadfast to the eud.
Big Bug district is, however, an

exact counterpart of other rich gold
localities of other days long gone
by in Arizona, and the miuiiig ele-

ment especially will coincide with
the statement when it is brought
home to them, ;,ud particularly so

a broad view. Alt .piling quartz
operations in those early periods, so
lung ns the ordinary arastra or the
copper plate was capable of hand-
ling the Ire ore, universal success
followed every enterprise. But as
has been repeatedly proved in the
last few years as development pro-
gresses on the old "free" claims, as
well as on the new ones, a rebellious
ore iuvariabiy the result ia depth.
In the. early days this prevailed in
Big Bug as well as elsewhere, and
iu cousequence gold Luimug pro-
gress remained at a standstill, if not
altogether checked, simply from the
lack of a mechauical knowledge to
handle the output. Auother obsta-
cle to fat e gold miuing iu this

neighborhood has been the
regard ot mining element to
favor the while metal under auy
Hw.i ail conditions. When the lal--
ter collapsed, however, Yavapai was
at a standstill, and by way ot a co-- i
iucideuco the industry had to suo- -

port auother boom wheu Big
Imik iu lSi'4, came to ihe
froiit ss a producer in
yoid ouartz. Siuoe, then a decided
: t..,.. an Ani?;.,tui't.Llls lias nc u .ieu tutr laiuu,

j until today it 'has spread to every
section, aud that, loo, to where gold

of goid miuing along Big Bug under
the new order that iu a radius of
two miles four quartz mills are in
dailv operation, two more pro
jected, while the claims on which
devt lopuiuiit progresses are so many
in number that not a foot of ground
is oven l."r location in a radius of
two miles wide by six loug. Ele-- !
meats that go to tnakd mining a suc-- i
eees in Arizona r.re au abundance of
wood and water. In this respect
this district is bourteously provided
with both, .and is demonstrating
this during the universally pe-

riod we have been in for so loug.
Son. e of the active claiais in opera-
tion today ou somewhat of an order
out of the ordinary are the follow-
ing:

THE BELCHER.
The history of this mine runs

baud in hand with that of many
others that came into prominence
in earlv dnvs as a gold producer. It
vas the biirgest thing that laid out

of doors nutl seems to have been the
basis of initial work in quartz min-
ing aloug the creek, yielding over
870,000 iu less thau a year in free,
when operations were suspended by
ores of a rebellious character being
ruu onto. The product of this mine
was baudled ia a crudely built mill
and had the appliances been such
then as they arc today, this prop-
erty would have given probably an
excellent iiccouut of its operations.
But witn the Belcher as with many
other claims the property was aban-
doned until a change in conditions
of mining came and in conse-
ciuence wheu the tree milling ore
changed ia depth to a sulphide the
onlv logical recourse was to hang
up the stamps. The Belcher has for
a geueratiou beeu the center of a
deep regard in mining channels and
when the section of which it is the
pivotal claim assumed an active life
but five pears ago, it again came in
to prominence and today is regard
ed by the keau aud practical miner
as one of the besl propositions ou
the creek to favor with any amount
of development work. Experts who
iu late years have gone up the hill
to examiue the claim more out of a
desire to see the old workings that
yielded so richly, rather thau a de-

sire to become interested, in
words of praise of the property aud
are struck by the fact compar-
atively speakiug would while un-

der operation be one of the cheapest
mines iu Arizona or elsewhere to
handle. This is due to the ground
being what miners term a loose for-
mation, although this may change
with depth. The resumption of
work on this claim and the incoipo- -

cott. It will be placed on Agua had never before beeu known to ex-Fr- ia

and is to be operated on oresjist. So ra;id has beeu the progress
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ration of it by Henry B. Clifford &
Co. into the Great Belcher company
is after all but a strong indication
that the foresight of Mr. Clifford is
accurately directed and in common
with many we believe the property
under any favorable condition in
future work given it will hold its
fame as a steady and profitable pro-
ducer. Various openings are being
made on the mine today under the
superintendency of Geo. liohpeter,
aud as far as the work has progressed
the showing is flattering indeed. A
gasoline hoist is in operation day
aud night, and with a large force of
miners all openings are being run in
full blast. The Belcher is one of the
first mines patented in Arizona, a
feature of its past rating which car-
ries great weight. It is said that ex-

tensive machinery is en route to
handle its output, and that the An-
nie mill has been leased and will
for the present be run on ore from
it. All in all there is an energetic
spirit in evidence on this old claim,
and there is no reason but what the
Belcher should enter the avenues of
prosperity under the conditions out-
lined by the new regime.

ORIENTAL COMPANY.
Where the mineral vein upon

which the McCabe, Gladstone,
Gopher and American Flag are lo-
cated crosses Big Bug creek, it en-
ters upon the long line of claims
owned by the Oriental Mining com-
pany. These claims, nine in num-
ber, extend along this vein for 2J
miles until the lead disappears under
the Black Mesa. Beginning at Wood
gulch, which is about in the center
of the group, the Oriental company
is running a tunnel which as a piece
of development work, promises to
be one of the most extensive in
Yavapai county. It is already 1500
feet long and has traversed only one
claim. It will pass under the length
of four others, the third of which is
the well known Lottie. During all
this distance the course will be
along the ledge. There will be from
000 to 900 and at one point 1100 feet
of sloping ground over the tunnel
thus openiug up enormous and
seemingly inexhaustible bodies of
ore. In character this tunnel work
is of the best. An air compressing
plant and three Tngexsoll drills are
at haud for hard rock. New track
of rail is being laid and
new rolling stock of the most im-
proved pattern is being provided.
The company will soon erect near
the mouth of the tunnel large mills
aud reduction works which in ar-
rangement aud design shall be as
admirably adapted to the economi-
cal handling of large quantities of
ore as skill and money can make
them.

In the meantime while the tunnel
is beiug driven other work is also go-
ing on, chiefly in the Lottie claim.
There levels have been opened up
to the depth of 400 feet and nearly
2000 feet of drifts run. Very little
sloping has been done. The upper
levels are now being worked under
lease by the Arizona Eastern &
Montana company, which is taking
out about 20 tons per day of excel
lent ore, a part of which is concen
trated iu the Oriental company's lis
stamp mill, the balance being taken
directly to the Big Bug smelter.
About 30 men are employed by the
Arizona Eastern company in this
work. C. Wade Stickneyl M. E., is
superintendent. The lower levels
are being opened by the Oriental
company in harmony with the pro-
posed tunnel which will pass under
these workings 250 feet beneath the
lowest of the present drifts. The
ledge, which is from 15 to 30 feet
wide, is of a very loose character aud
easily worked. It is the source of
large quantities of water, the amount
now being pumped from the shaft
with that which flows from the tun-
nel being sufficient to supply 100
stamps. This is in marked contrast
to most Arizona properties which
suffer from lack of water for milling
purposes. The quantity of water
aud tbe oppenness of the ledge per-
haps account for the depth of oxida-
tion which here reaches 400 feet.
In the lowest level, however, sul-
phide ore has been reached within
the last fortnight. The ore as
found is of excellent character, car-
rying nearly 20 per cent of copper
in addition to good gold and 6ilver
values. It is the company's inten-
tion to put in at once a new and
larger hoist, install an electric light-
ing plant and push development as
rapidly as possible.

Besides the property already de
scribed the Oriental company owns
eight claims known as the Post-
master group. Upon these a shaft
238 feet deep has been sunk and
1000 feet of levels run. Very rich
ore has been taken from these claims
but work has been at a standstill for
two vears through divided owner
ship. Since March 1st the company
has purchased tbe only outstanding
interest and will now equip the
property with the necessary ma
chinery for rapid development.

The Oriental Mining company has
its main office in Jamestown, N. Y.,
where the majority of its stockhold-
ers reside. Interests are held, how
ever, in and near arren, ra., in
Pittsburg aud in New England.
It may be called one of the pioneers
in the Big Bug district. Starting
four years ago with one it now owns
twenty-thre- e claims. For the front
rank that the Big Bug district is
taking as a mineral field, this compan-

y-should receive no small share
of the credit as it surely will of the
rewards. L. A. F. Kent and J. B.
Koss oi Jamestown, jn. 1., are re-
spectivelv its president and vice- -
president. The local management
is in tbe hands ol YY . A. and Li. d
Kent. N. L. Carpenter is the super
intendent of mining. ;

Beside Big Bug creek and nearly
up to the Poland-Hamilto- n mine
the Toughnut, tormeriy the prop
erty of Vm. Curran and Jos. Brit-
ton. This with three other claims
was bought last summer by the
Dartmouth Mining company and is
now being developed. Shafts are
being sunk and drifts run. Already
two chutes of ore have been found
Gold, silver and copper values are
found in tbe ore which averages
about $25. With development this
property promises to be one of the
best in the district. The Dartmouth
company is composed jointly of New
England capitalists and the Oriental
Mining company.

AMERICAN FLAG.
With the change of ownership

there has wisely followed a change
of name, and the Henrietta is sim
ply superseded by the above. How
ever, this makes but little difference
and is of no concern in rating a
property on the merits of its title,
But with the transfer of the proper
ty there is one indisputable fact
coupled with the new order, and
that is the period of monotony in
idleness has been set aside and the
propei ty is again under develop
ment on a scale that ia methodical

and practical, and from the charac-
ter of the work to be seen today
there is every indication that the
mine is to be given for once an op-
portunity to submit to a thorough
test, and will unquestionably be all
if not more than has been claimed
for it in mining annals. The Amer-
ican Flag lays in a commanding po-
sition and has all the advantages in
a mineralogical Bense that go with
successful mining. Besides this, it
has in E. A. Haggott a zealous and
practical man back of it, and the
statement is advanced that the
showing which he is making today
after but a few weeks of operation
guarantees the success of the enter-
prise. In the old workings of the
property the new order is already in
evidence, and from the chloriding
system of the past that- the mine
has been subject to, a regard is
shown to develop in a bona fide
sense, or, in short, give the mine a
change. The old workings are being
cleaned out, and cross-cuttin- g and
drifting is in order. In about a
week the work ol sinking will be in-
augurated and the old tunnel ex-
tended to connect with the 400 level.
Id the upper workings of this mine
the ore is of an oxidized character,
but in lower depths runs into a sul-
phide carrying copper and gold. A
20-sta- is on this property under-
going repairs and will start up on a
steady run in a few days, ore being
in abundance. The resumption of
work on this mine is of special sig-
nificance, and the legitimate meth-
ods in evidence is also welcomed.
Supporting Mr. Haggott, one of the
best mine and mill crews in Arizona
is employed. Ed Follz is foreman
of the mine, a guarantee that expe-
rienced and careful work will be in-
augurated henceforth; while in the
mill Ed Howard, formerly of the
Crowned King, who has had years
of experience to guide him, will have
charge, assisted by Jim McDonald
as amalgamator, and W. S. Conant
and S. R. McAllister as engineers.
Frank Giroux has also wrapped
himself in the folds of the American
Flag and will be its assayer, and last
but not least, J. M. Elder, an agree-
able young man, who will be the
company's accountant.

MINES AND MINING!

C. C. Stukey, who has been devel-
oping some mining property at Hill-
side, says they are opening up in a
very satisfactory manner. N. R.
Noble is interested with Mr. Stukej
in the claims.

In the advertising columns of this
issue will be found an advertisement
of a great bargain in a mill. The
mill is complete in every respect,
and like many other good mills was
erected on a property where such
expenditure was not justifiable.
The parties are now willing to sell
it for less than half of what they are
out on it, and the man or company
who has a property that will justify
putting a mill on can get the bene-
fit of their bad judgment. ' ,

Jules Baumann was in town today
from his mining camp. He has just
completed arrangements whereby
he will commence active work on
his group of mines. The property
has been worked recently under
lease, and the lessees opened up a
fine body of ore in drifting. Drifts
were run in both directions from
the shaft and good ore was found in
both of them. Mr. Baumann will
put four men to work and will take
out ore for shipment. This prop-
erty has already achieved a good
reputation, and like many others
which make a good showing with
the amount of development, needs
apital to thoroughly develop it and

put up a plant for the reduction of
ore.

The Zonia Copper company, of
this county, whose properties are
tributary to Kirkland station, on
the S. F. P. & P. railroad, is figuring
on putting in a $100,000 leaching
plant to work the ores of their mine.
These ores are taken from an im
mense deposit or body of low grade
copper ore, which ore body is said
to be 100 feet wide at its narrowest
point. There is over 2000 tons of
ore in sight which carries six per
cent copper and a small percentage
of gold. 1 his ore, it is claimed, is
too low grade to smelt, but can be
treated profitably 11 handled on a
large scale by leaching process. In
this connection, it is stated that
copper ore which carries only two
per cent copper is successfully and
prohtably treated at Clifton.

John H. Hise has interested Cin
cinnati capital in some miuing prop-
erties at Placeritas. So far as known
Mr. Hise is the first man who has
succeeded in securing capital from
there for investment in Arizona,
and if this enterprise proves success-
ful it will mean other large invest-
ments in mining here by capitalists
from that city. The base of Mr.
Hise's operations is on claims for-
merly owned by Hon. A. W. Catlen,
more familiarly known as "Old Griz-
zly." Mr. Callen staid by them for
years and never for an instant wav
ered in his saith of their merits, but
did not possess the capital to develop
them as required to put them on a
paying basis. He put forth eyery
effort possible to enlist capital in
the enterprise, but failed in this also
except on one or two occasions, and
the parties who became interested,
not being familiar with the mining
business, became discouraged and
auit. Mr. Hise is a thorough min
ing man and realizes just what has
to be done before the mines cau be
made to pay, and realizes that it
will require a large outlay of capital,
aud those who have become associ
ated with him not only have ample
means to carry it through to a suc
cessful issue, but have entered into
it with a full knowledge of what
will be required and with the deter
mination to carry it out. i he prop
erty is located along an lnidaense
dyke, the ledge or vein being 150 to
200 feet wide and two miles in
length. The ore is not high grade,
but is in large bodies. The parties
haye secured a large body of land in
Peeples valley, including the ranch
of Mrs. .Laura Hamilton, the trans
fer of title to which was made on
Monday. They have also secured
mill site near this land, and propose
to erect a 100-sta- mp mill on it in
the near future. A wagon road will
be built from the mill site to the
mines, on which a steam traction
wagon will be used for the transpor
tation of the ore to the mill. A five
stamp prospecting mill will beerec ted
immediately for use in working the
ores during the development of the
mine. Among those interested in
this mammoth enterprise are C. C
Bragg and Bryan Erkenbrecher.
Mr. Hise will push the development
work just as rapidly as it is possible
to do so.

VERDE QUEEN

COPPER COilPiNV.

REMARKABLE RECORD MADE BV
IT IN THE ACQUISITION OF

PROPERTY AND EREC-
TION OF A PLANT.

A Smelter Expected to Be in Scc- -
ful Operation Within Seen

Months of Comntenc-- .

ing Work..

A mining property ai Jonsprung into promxnew aiaioaU be-
fore its existence was kaowa o i
general public. It is kaova t out-
siders as the Jord:a-Cac- pa

group, but in Jerome m til NaiiU- -
cat group, on account ol th ixaat
selected lor th claims eompefes;
it being mostly nautical Wn&d.

The group conaistA ot iweatv-fiN- ir

claims and the trre-a-t iaakritr of
them were located ia SpUKabe,
1899.

About that time CoL IX P. Bo- -
worth of MariettavOhiOt a
who had retired frota hiuin.ni
eral years ago, and who asdU ia
the oil business uat for a rvc&ar tdiversiou to his mind, &a4 w&o SLaai
a success beyond all expKtaav
was induced by F. E. JorOaa to
Jerome and loo, at som protsaif
copper properties owaed bv luaa
there. Colonel Eoawocta arnrwd
and looked over Ute gnxufeS aatd
was favorablv imprest 4. aal a
outlined a policy under viucfc W
agreed to take hold of too poprty
and develop it. lacludad ia tV
policy was the locatioa ot adautiax
ground, and in securi& aa ..
or bond on several clatste aUa
located, all of which has bea
complishdd. Colonel Boawcta ta
the meantime, incotporated a cuoa-pa-ny

under the sum of ta Yd
Queen Copper company, th iaccie
po ration being under la law
New Jersey. While thee dJte
preliminaries were ia tvartv t
development of the property waa
also being pushed with au pMsathu
speed under the auperisteadsMaVTr o
f. 1. Jordan, and a lance cccv c
ore was uncovered. AU oi ih.- - u&
but little was heard or isowa c ta
operations going oa, so qsuecj tv
effectivelr was it done.

It was not until machinery befut
to arrive that the public was atUav-- -

ed to the property, when they awoa
to the fact that a new tsia had al-
ready been opened up.

The claims extend to & vrr
limits of the town of Jerce. aa.d
the principal scene of operate m
within ten minute vlA of t
business part of towa. A eaxLvad
of ore, not Terr elosetj aortexi. waa
shipped to the' smelter at, Hi i"aai
and the returns wer at taroraau.
that, taking into cceistderarks ta
amount cf or azpoaed. it waa
deemed advabl to erwea a for-to- n

smelte? for dreicpaat pj
poses, and men are at wr io
grading the foundation. A aO-W- cs

power engine, a blower aad
hoist have also beea shipped to O
mine and three shifts uf misers ar
employed in sinking the shaA- - ll
is the intention of Colonel coaworta.
to hare the smelter ia oprjiiea by
the first of May, or at least d'arui
the early part of the moot tuevli pee-

ing all records in tha way of epNUa
up a mine, and in having a pant ta
operation reducing the or.

On the Columbia min, oa vh'wa.
the smelter will be placed, they bva

already a face of ore 12t ft wai
exposed, and it is estimated that a
sufficient amount of ore can be sai.
ly counted on to keep the somCi ia
operation for some time to come

A 20-inc- h guage railroad ia also
among the plans for the fattu of
the company. Colonel Boteocti.
who directs the operations, has aa
able assistant in F. . Jordi3vSupes
intendent of the compaay, aad
everything is being don ia a thor
oughly systematic busineea tuaaaer,
the results already achieved, as wul
be noticed, being simply earrelou
for the space of time oeeupd.

The company is a sort cf clo
corporation affair, the majority cf
its stockholders beLc? penc&ai
friends and associates of Coioeei
Bosworth, although there ar thte
Arizonans in it, bein F. Jocdoa,
James S. Douglas and ThociAS
Campbell, all of whom blo& to ilka
board of directors. CoL. IX t . co- -

wrrth is president and geaeral rcaa
ager, 1L A. Mather secretar? aad
treasurer, and F. U Joraa, super-
intendent and Arizona aeet-- Ta
company has aa oiSceia JerOiBtasd
one also in New York.

NEWS NOTES AND COHOIS

Twenty thousand street railway
employee threaten to stxtk ia 4.
Louis.

The American Sugar &c.i.sic
company has reduce! tie pr.-- ci
sugar one-tent-h ol a cent per pouJ

Harlan Whittaker ha bee W4
to the grand jury oa th caar$
assassinating Senator Goeij
Kentucky.

Tha a.hinat hsa arrrOTd ta fftr--
commendation of toe ti
sul authorizing the eipead-la- r cf

plague and leiieve th
natives,

A flying column of Esusa. tnvf
from "Zululand has entered Traaa-va- al

territory and is havia ia--y
skirmishes with small part c
Boeis. The English forv ec&wa
of mounted infaatry, Na;ai scvx&i

and artillery, under ta cootaiaad cf
Major PreudergaaC

The Phenix Enterprise says th
question as to which ia th c.Ott
paper ia Arizona has aj-i- a fcwvi
raised. There is no quesUoa to rv
in this: The Miner was ws jil
March 9, lSt4, and ao paper lay a
claims to having had aa xi3eav
prior to that Um. Th Jxavi.
Mines is a pap f today a wU.
as of the past, too.

It will surprise many peopi to
learn that next to Franc ti I ai:si
States is to be th largest xh-&-

fj

at the Paris exposition and wut
cupy the largest space. Owiiasu-sion'- er

General Feck ha vid
hard for the creditable rprv aviat-
ion of this country and h. iabc
have been notably successful, fa
United States govern.ra.ect bu.Uia
is one of the finest of th aa' t-- uj
structures on the banks of th jnmu.
and altogether ao Aniettcaa ad N
ashamed of the part his eoaitw ate.
are to play in the great ahowx


