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In transmitting to you my
fourth annual message, it is with thank-
fulness to the Giver of. all Good that as
a nation we have been bloeseil forth
past year with peace at home and abroad.
and a general prosperity vouchsafed to- -

out lew people. With the exception of
A.deyastating nre--hic- h swept f from
earth with a breath, as it were, millions
of property-aeeoraiJat- ed withia the city
of Boston," there' have ' been ho over-shadowii-ig

calamities within the year to
record. It is gratifying to note how, ,like
their fellow-citize- ns of Chicago, .under
similar circumstances a year earlier, the
citizens of Boston are rallying junker
their misfortunes, and the prospect is
that their energy and perseverance will
overcome obstacles, and show the same
prosperity swhi that they would had no
disaster befallen them. Otherwise we
have been free from pestilence, war and
calamities which often overtake nations;
and as far as hnman judgment can pen-
etrate, no cause seems to exis t to threat-
en our present peace.-- ' When ' Congress
adjourned in June last a queation had
been raised by Great Britain --and was
then pending, which, for a time, seri-
ously imperilled a settlement by friend
ly arbitration of differences existing be-
tween this Government and that of her
British Majesty, whici by the treaty at
Washington, had been referred to tri-
bunal of arbitration, which had met at
Genera. The arbitrato.--s, however, dis-
posed of the question which had jeop-
ardised the yhole of the treaty and
threatened to .involve two nations in
most unhappy relations toward each
Other, in a manner entirely satisfactory
to tLuC GoseruiBent, and in coordaiuJ
witntfte .raws' and the policy which it
aad maintained.' The tribunal which
had convened in Geneva, in .December,
concluded its laborious session on the
Hth day. ,pf fjeptember List, jfn which

tioa'irywweriveu lo it by" the treaty
w awuxu a Bum in gross, tue inounai
made its decision, whereby it awarded
the Hum. in Hold as the
indemnity to le paid by Great Britain
to the United States for the satisfaction
of all the claims referred to its consid-
eration. This decision happily disposed
of a long standing difference between
the two Govertunrots, and, in' connec-
tion with another award made by the
German Emperor, under a reference
made to hint by the same treaty leaves
the two Governments, without a shadow
upon the friendly relations, which, it is
my sincere hope, may forever remain
equally unclouded. 1 . .. .

THE GENEVA DECISION.

The report of the agent of the United
States, appointed to send the decision of
the Geneva Tribunal, accompanied by
the protocols of. the proceedings of thai
aruiirntora, me arguments ui m coun-
sel of both Governments, the award
of the tribunal, and the opinions riven
by the several arbitrators, is transmit
ted herewith. " . J'f (

I have caused to be communicated to
the heads of the three friendly powers
how complied with the joint request
made ; to them under the treaty, the
thanks of this Government for the ap
pointment of arbitrators made by them
respectively, and also my thanks to the
enunent personages named by them, and
my appreciation of the dignity, patience,
impartiality and great ability with which
they discharged their arduous and high
functions.-- - Her Majesty's Government
has communicated to me the apprecia-
tion, "by her Majesty, of-- the ability and
indefatigable industry displayed by Mr.
Adams, the arbitrator named on the part
of this Government, during the pro-trnr-

inquiries and discttssions of the
tribunal! ill cordially unite trithher.
Majesty fn"lus'appreefation.' Tt is due"
to the agent of the-Unite-

d States before
the tribunal to record my high appreci-
ation of the marked ability, unwearied
patience, and the prndence and discre-
tion with wliich hehas couducted the
very responsible and delicate , duties
committed ' to him, as it is also due to
the learned and eminent counsel who at-
tended the tribunal on the part of this
Government to express my sense of the
talents and wisdom which 4hey brought
to bear m the argument. Of the reault
so happily reached 'it will le the prov
ince of Congress to provide for the dis
tribution among those who ruav .be en-
titled lo it of their respective shares of
the nionev to be paid. Although the
sum awarded is not payable until a year
from the date of the award, it is deemed
advisable that no time be lost in making
a proper examination of the several cases
ux which- indenmineation - is due con
sequently I recommend the creation of
a Board of Commicudoners for tlie pur-
pose. , By tle- - third and fourth article's
of the treaty of Washington the respec-
tive claims of thtf United States aud
Clreatyritaitt in their convention, treefy
in the 15th June, lMfi, defining the

lMiundary line letween tlieir resj)ective
'erritories, were submitted to the arbi-tr- a

ion and award of his Majesty, the
Emperor of Germany, to decide which
at these claims ' is inoot iu axicordiince
.vith the true interpretation of the treaty

01 j4i. ills .Majesty, tue iunperoi 01
Germany, having, been pleased to un-

dertake the arbitration, has the earnest
thanks of this Government and the peo-
ple of the United States for the. labor,
pains and care which he has devoted to
the consideration of this long pending
difference. ' I have caused an expression
of my thanks to be communicated to his
Majesty hy Mr. Bancroft, the represen-
tative of this Governnieut at Berlm, who
conducted the case and prepared the
statement on the part of the United
States, with the ability that his past ser-
vices justified the public in expecting at
his hands. Asamember of the Cabinet' at
tin? date of the treaty which has given
rise to the discussion between, the two
Governments, as the Minister to Great
Britain, when the construction tjow pro-
nounced unfounded was first advanced,
and as agent and representative of the
Government to present the case and to
receive the award, he has-- been associa-
ted with the question iu all its phases,
and in every stage has manifested a pa-
triotic, seal and cameghnesa in Baaintr.irf-ingh-

thum of the United States. He
is entitled to much credit for the success
which has attended tlif submission. Af-

ter a patient investigation of the case,
and statements of each party.his Majes
ty, the Emperor, on the Slat day of Oa--y

tober last, signed Ins award in writing,
decreeing that the claim 'of the Gov?
ornmcat jnf jtjis) United. States that the
boundary of Her Britanie Majesty and
the United States -- should be drawn
through the Hare Channel, is most in
accordancewith the true interpretation of
the treaty concluded on the 15th of June
1848, between the agents of her Britanie
Majesty and the United States. Copies
of the OAe-present- on behalf of each
Government and of the statement in reply
of each, and a translation of the award,
are transmitted herewith. ,

'

This award confirms the United States
in their claim in the important archipel-
ago of islands lying between the conti-
nent and Vancouver's Island, which for
twenty-si- x years since the ratification of
the treaty of tireat Britain, has been
contested, and leaves us for the first
time in the history of the United States
as a nation,' without a question of dis-
puted boundary between our territory
and the possessions of Great Britain on
thia continent. It is my grateful duty
to acknowledge the prompt, spontane
ous action of her Majesty's Government
in giving effect to the award in anticipa
tion of any request from this Govern
ment ; and before the reception in the
United States of the award, signed by
the Emperor, her Majesty had given in

v

structions for the removal of her troord.
which had been stationed there, and for
ther seesationof all exercise' r claim of
jurisdiction, so as1 to leave the United
States iu exclusive possession of the
dateJyWIiwpnfcwt territory .Turn grateful
to be able(to announce that the. orders for

l of tho troop have been ex-
ecuted, and Jhe Military, joint occupa-
tion of San Juan haa ceased, ..The Islands
;are now in the exclusive 'possession of
'the United State. It now becomes ne-
cessary to coinplete the srirvej and de;
;termiuation . of that portion of : the
the boundary line through the- Haro
Channel upon which the ; commis-
sion which determined the remaining
part of the line were unable to agree. I
recommend the appointment of a com-
mission to act jointly with one which
may be named by her Majesty for that
purpose. ) Experience of the difficulties
attending the 'determination of an ad-
mitted line of boundary, after the occu-
pation of the territory and its settlement
by those wing allegiance to the respec-
tive governments, points, to the impor-
tance dt establishing, by natural objects
or other frtonumeota, the actual line be-
tween the territory acquired by pur-
chase' from 'Russia, and the , adjoining
possessions ijof hec Britanie Majesty.
The region now-a- sparsely woupiod
that a oonncringinCeresiaof individu-
als or of jurisdiction are likely to inter-
fere to the delay or embarrrssment of
the actual location of the line. , If de-

ferred until a population shall enter and
occupy the territory, some trivial con-
test of the neighbors may array the two
Governments in antagonism. I there-
fore recommend the appointment of a
commission to act jointly with one that
may be apointed on the part of Great
Britain, to 4ternuna. the .line between
our Territory jf-- Alaska and the contig-
uous possessionrtrf Great Britain.

TREATIES mTIH FOREIGN POWERS.

In my last annual message I recom-
mended the legislation necessary on the
part of the United States ta bring into
operation the articles of treaty of Wash-
ington, of May, 1871, relating to the
fisheries and other matters touching the
relations of ' the " UnitedStates toward
the British North American Kissessions,
to become operativo'as soon as tke prop-
er legislation should be had on the part
of Great Britain and possessions. That
legislation, rn the pnrt of Great-Bri- t mn
and its possessions, Ld no then been
had, and during the session of Congress
a question was raised, which for the
time, raised a doubt whether any action
by Congress, in the direction indicated,
would becomejmportant. Thip question
has since been disposed of, and I have
received notice that the Imperial Parlia-
ment and the Legislatures of the- - Pro
vincial Government have passed laws to
carry the provisions of the treaty on the
matters referred to" into operation! I
therefore recommend yonr early adop-
tion of legislation in the same direction,
as nec?saary-o- the part of this govern-
ment.'
i The joint commission for determining

the boundary line between the United
States and tho. British possesoions be
tween the Lake of the Woods and the
Rocky Mountains, ha .organized and en-
tered upon its work. It is desirable
that the force be increased, in order that

of the survey and deter-
mination of the line may be the sooner
attained. To this end I recommend that
a-- sufficient appropriation, be made.
With Francs, our arliest ally, Russia,
the constant and steady friend of the
Unitad i States. Germany, .JKith whose
government and people we have somany
cases of friendship and so many com
mon--- sympathies, and with the other
powers of iiiirope, our ' relations are
maintained on most friendly terms.

Since my last message, the exchange
has been made of the ratification of a
treaty with the ' Austro-HuiAgari- an Em
pire, relating to naturalization. Also of
a treaty with tho German Empire, re-
specting consuls and trade marks. Al-
so of a treaty with Sweden and Norway,
relating to naturalization. All of which
treaties have been duly proclaimed.

' INTEBNATIONAIi EXPOSITIONS.

Congress, at its last session, having
made an appropriation to defray the ex-
penses of Commissioners on the part of
the United States to the International
Statistical Congress at St. Petersburgh,
the persons appointed iu that character
proceeded to their destination and at-

tended the sessions of Congress; the re-
port shall in due season be Ittid before
you. . This Congress meets at intervals
of about thrAc' years and has held its
sessions in several of the countries of
Europe.'' J submit to your consideration
the propriety'-of- - extendiAjf - the iuvita-tio- n

to the Congress to hold its next
meeting in the United States; tht cen-

tennial celebration to be held in 1S7(
would afford an approjaiate occasion for
such meeting. . Preparations are making
for the International ExjHisition to be
held during the next year iu Vienna on
a scale of very great magnitude. The
tendency of these expositions is in the
direction of advancing civilization and
the elevation uf .industry, of labor, and
of the increase of human happiness, as
well as of greater intercourse and good
will to nations, as this Exposition is to
be the first which will have been held
in Eastern Europe. It is lelieved that
the American inveutors and manufactur-
ers will be ready to avail tliemselves of
the opportunity for tlie presentation of
their productions, if ipneonraged by the
proper aid and protection. At the last-sessio-

of Congress authority was given
for the appointment of .. one ' or more
agents to represent tliis Government at
the Exposition. The" authority thus
given has been exercised; but in the ab-
sence of any appropriation, there is dan-
ger that the important benefit yhich
this occasion offers will, in a large de-

gree, be lost to the citizens of tho Uni-
ted .States. ' I . commend . the . subject
strongly to your consideration, "and re-

commend that an adequate appropria-
tion lie made for the purpose to further
aid the American exhibitors at the Vien-
na Exposition. I would recommend in
addition to an appropriation of money,
that the Secretary of the " Navy be
authorized to fit up two naval vessels to
transport between our Atlantic cities
and Trieste, or the most convenient port
to Vienna and back, their . articles for
Jhe Exposition. 1 ' .

- : Y
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Since your last session; the President
of the Mexican k Republic, distinguished
by his high cnaracter and by his services
to his country, has died. His temporary
successor has now been elected with
great unanimity by the people, a proof
of confidence on their part in his patri-
otism and wisdom, which it is believed
will be confirmed by the results of his
administ ration, - It is particularly desir-
able that nothing should bo left undone
by the Government of either Republic
to strengthen their relations as neigh-
bors and friends. It is much to be re-
gretted that many lawless acts continue
to disturb the quiet of the. settlements
on the border between our territory and
that of Mexico, and that complaints of
wrong to American citizens iu various
parts of the country are made.

The revolutionary condition in wliich
the neighboring republic has so long
been involved, haa in some degree con-
tributed to this disturbance. It is to
lie hoped that with a more settled rule
oforder through the republic, which may
be expected from the present Govern-
ment, the acts of wliich just complaint
is made will cease. The proceedings of
the commission under the convention
with Mexico, of the 6th of July, 1868, on
the subject of claims, have unfortunate-
ly been checked by an obstacle, for the
removal of which measures nave lieen
taken bv the two Governments, which is
Wlieved will prove successful. The
Commissioners appointed pursuant to
the joint resolutions of Congress, of the

' i .'i (..i . J I'll' : 1 ' i. '.'.I!. . . . ' 1 . il'- -
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7th of May last, lo inquire into the ' de-
predations of the Texas frontier, have,'
diligently made investigation on that
question, and. their report upon the sub--;
ject will be commrmicated toyou. Thei?
researches were necessarily incomplete J

partly on account of the limited appro-- i

prlation fiade by Congress' XexicoJ
on Ike part of Its Govrnment,shas"ap-- '
gate the outrages. It is not announoetl
officially but the press of that i copntrjt
states that the fullest investigation Jin
desired, and the of all
parties concerned iswanjed to secure'
that end. f.l tSereforereoommend that
a special appropriation be" made at the
earliest day practicable, to enable thi
Commissioners on the part of the Uni-- j

ted States to return to their lalors withJ
outdelayj vr ' r J

.y N".cTOA.'v .'Tj.- - j

It is with regret that I have again ti
announce the continuance of the dis-

turbed condition of the island of CubaJ
No advance toward the pacification of
the discontented part of the population
has been made, while the insurrection
has gained no advantages and exhibits
no more of the elements of power orat
the prospects of ultimate success than
were exhibited a year ago. Spain, 011

the other hand, has not succeeded in its!
repression, nd that parties stand appa-- !

rently in the same relative attitude
which, they have , occupied, for a long
time past.. This eoutest has lasted nam
for in re than four years. ' Were it seen
at a distance from our neighborhofd,
we might be indifferent to the results,
although humanity could not be un-
moved by many of. its incidents wherever
they might occur. It is, however, at
our dooTj and I cannot donbf that the
continued maintainance of slavery in
Cuba is among the greatest inducements
for the continuance of this strife. A
terrible wrong is the natural cause pf a
terrible evil. The abolition of slavery
and the introduction of other reforms in
the administration of the government ii
Cuba could not fail to advance the res-
toration of peace and good order. It is
especially po be hoped that the present
liberal government of Spain will volun-
tarily adopt this view. The law of
euiajtcqiatioii,' which was passed more
than two years since, has remained

in the absence of regulations
for its enforcement. It was but a feeble
step toward emancipation, but it was
the recognition of rieht. and was hailed
as such, and exhibited Spain in harmony
with sentn-.eut- s of humanity and justice,
and in sympathy with the other powers
of the Christian and civilized world.
Within the past few weeks the regula-
tions for carrying out the laws of eman-
cipation have been commenced, gjving
evidence of the sincerity of intention of
the present government to carry into ef-

fect the law of 1870. ' I have not failed
to urge the consideration of the wisdom,
the policy and the justice of a more ef-

fective system for the abolition; of flie
great! evil .which oppressed a race, and
continues a bloody and destructive con-
test close to our border, as well as the
expediency and the justice of conceding
reforms of which the propriety is not
questioned. Deeply impressed.with the
conviction tliat the continuance of slave-
ry is one of the most active causes of the
continuance of the unhappy condition of
Cuba, I regret to believe that the citi-
zens of the United States, or those
claiming to be such, are large holders in
Cuba of what is there claimed as proper-
ty, but which is forbidden and de
nounced by the laws of the United States.
They are thus, in defiance of the spirit
of our own laws, contributing to the con-

tinuance of this distressing and sicken-
ing contest. In my last message I
referred to this subject, and I again re-

commend such legislation as may be
proper to denounce, and if not prevent,
at least to discourage Americans from
holding or. dealing in slaves.

SOUTH" AMERICA.

It is cratifvinsr to announce that the
ratification of the convention concluded
under the auspices of this Government,
between Spain on the one part, and al-

lied Republics of the Pacific on the
other, providing for an armistice, have
been exchanged. - A copy of the instru
ment is herewith submitted, it is hop
ed that this may be followed by a per- -
mauent peace bttweeu the same parties.

The difference which at one time
threatened the niaintainahce of peace
tatween Brazil and the Argentine
Republic, it is hoped are on the way of
satisfactory adjustment with these
States. It is witli regret, however, I
announce that tin Government of Ven-
ezuela has made no further payments on
account of the awards under the Con-
vention, of tha 25th of AoriL 1806.
That Republic ia understood to be now
at moat, if Hot quite tranquilized. It
is hoped, therefore, that it will lose no
time in providing for the unpaid
debt to the United States, wluch, having
lieen augmented in injuries to its citizens
by the Venezuelan authorities, and hav-
ing been acknowledged pursuant to a
treaty in the most solemn form known
among nations, would seem to deserve a
preference over debts of a different
manner. This subject is again recom-
mended to the attention of Congress for
such action as may l)e deemed proper.

Our treaty relations with Japan
remain unchanged. An imposing em-

bassy from that interesting and progres-
sive nation visited this country during
the year that is passing, but, not being
invested with powers for the signing of
a convention in this country, no conclu-
sion in that direction was reached. It
is hoped, however, that the interchange?
of opinion which took place during their
stay in this country has led to a mutual
appreciation of the interests which may
be promoted when the revision of the
existing treaty shall be undertaken. In
this connection I renew my recommen-
dation of a year ago; though to give im-

portance and to add to the efficiency of
our diplomatic relations with Japan and
China, and to further aid in retaining
the good opinion of these people, and
to secure to the United States its share
of the commerce destined to flow be-

tween these nations and the balance of
the commercial world, an appropriation
should be made to support at least four
American youths in each of these coun-
tries to serve as a part of the official
family of our American Ministers there;
our representatives would not even
then be placed upon an equality with
the representatives of Great Britain and
of some other powers. As now situated,
our representatives in Japan and China
lAve to depend for interpreters and
translators upon the natives of those
countries who know our talk imperfect-
ly, or procure for the occasion the ser-
vices of employes in foreign business
houses or the interpreters of other for-
eign ministers. . ...

PROPOSED TRANSFER.

I renew the recommendation made as
on a previous occasion of the transfer to
the Department of the Interior, to which
they seem more appropriately to belong
of all the powers and duties in relation
to the Territories, with which the De-
partment of State is now charged by law
or by custom.

AMERICANS ABROAD.

Congress, from the beginnning of the
Government, has wisely made provision
for the relief of distressed seamen in
foreign countries. No similar provision,
however, has ' hitherto been made for
the relief of citizens in distress abroad
other than seamen. It is understood
to be customary with other Governments
to authon.e Consuls to extend such re--

flief to their citizens or subjects in cer
tain cases. A similar authority, and an
appropriation to carry it into effect, are
recommended in case of citizens of the
United States, or sick under suck cir-
cumstances. It is well known that such
citizens resort to foreign countries in
great numbers, though some of them are
able to bear the expenses incident to lo

i r.

comotion,. .There are some, through
accident or otherwise, who become pen-
niless, and have no friends at home able
to succor tnemi-- . Persona .in this situa
tion mn6 either perish, cast themselves
upon thf , charity of. foreigners, or be
relieved AtV the private charge of our
own officerswho nsu'allyj with the most
benevolent disposition, have nothing to
spare for.snoh (. purposes. ; Shoujd Ahe
authority and appropriation asked for be
granted,-ear- e --will taken to carry the
Deneneenoa 01 uongreas into enect, that
it shall not be unnecessarily or nnworth
ilybestowed. Y.I ' V! , "

THE TREASURY. . .
I

The money received"ahd carried into
the 1 reasnrtduring the-fisc- year end
mg June 30. 1872, were from customs
$216,370 2S.$T Sfroui sales , f public
lands, g&.'Sfo'ijCld 1 Vom. interna rev-
enue, 413, 421,177. vif from tax on
national-ban- k circulation, etc., 36(523,

tt).dH ; firofei eacme titaiiroad Compa-
nies, $7i9,861.87:Jlia4 custoniB, fines.
etc., $1,136,442.34 ; from fees, consular,.l a 1 i i An no r nrm nt - 4pareuis, xanu, etc., Q,o,w4.iu ; irom
miscellaneous sources. 4.412-254.7-

total ordinary receipts, 8364,894, ?
fronipreniium on sales of com, &J,412,- -
637.65totai iet receipts, 8374,106,837. I

50 ; Jialanceiin treasury Juno 30, 1871,
$109,935,7050)9, including 8182,228.35
receivedfrom Unavailable ; total available
cash, $484,002,572.15. M i : , v..., , ? .; J

The net expenditnreaJiy. warrants
during the &tue period we4 for civil
expenses, $16, 189,059. 70 f" for ' foreign
inte. Jits, $18,369, 409.14; Indians, $7,- -

065,728.82 ; pensions. $28.533.402.76 ; for
.military establislunents, including forti
fications,.1 river and harbor improve?
ments and arsenals, $35,378,157.20 ; for
naval establishments, includjjKvesstels
and irirpYoyeTnent at ' navy" yards?

; for miscellaneous, civil, - in-

cluding public buildings, ,light-house- s

biid icol&dting' the! revenue, $49,958,-329.0- 8f

''interest on the public debt,
$117,387,839.72;' total, exclusive of
principal and premium .onhe. public
debt, $270,559,695.91) for premiunjon
bonds purchased, $4,958,266. 76; for re-
demption of the public debt, $99,960,-253.5- 4;

total, $106,918,540.30 ; total net
disbursments, $377,478,216.20 ; balance
in Treasury, June 30, 1872, $18,564,456,-94- ;

total, $404,042,573.15. From the
foregoing statement it appears that the
net. reduction of the principal of the
debt during the fiscal year ending June
30, 1872, was $99,960,253.54.

The source of this rednction is as fol
lows : Net ordinary receipts .during the
year, $364,54,239.91;" net ordinary ex-
penditures, including the interest on
tha iibiie ff.f ft $270,559,695.91. Tofal,
$941,134,534.1 Add amount L received
from premium on the sales of gold, in
excess of the premium paid on bontls
purchased, $2,454,470.89 add . the
amount of the cash balance at the close
of the year, accompanied with the same
at the ?om?iiencefiient of, the year

Totali ,960,253.0 fcThi
statement treats solely of tho principal
of the publio debt By the monthly
statement of thors public which
adds together the priricipar-an-d interest
due and unpaid, and the interest accrued
to date, due, and deducts the cash iu
the Treasury, as accruing on the day of
publication, the reduction was 8.

The source of this rednc-tiouia- a

follows.: .Reduction in prin-
cipal account; j$99,960,p03.54; reduction
in unpaid interest account $3,330,952.96,
total, $103,290,956.50 ; reduction in cash
on hand, $2,740,405.22. Total $100,544,-491.2- 8.

On the basis of the last table
the statements sh'ow-- a redaction of tho
public debt' from March 1, 1869, to the
present time as follows: From March
1, 1869 to March 1, 1870, $87,134,782.84;
from March 1, 1870 to March 1,1871,
$117,619,630.25: from March 1, 1871
to March 1, 1872, $94,895,348.94 ; from
March 1, 1872 ioNovember, t, 1872 eight
months, $64,047,237.84. Total 7.

With the great reduction
of taxation, by? act of Congress at its
last: session,, the expenditure .of . the
Government in collecting the revenue
will be much reduced for the next fiscal
year. It is very doubtful, however,
whether any reduction of so vexations a
burthen upon the peowle, will be prac-
ticable at present. At all events, as a
measure of justice to the holders of the
nation's Certificates of indebtedness, I
would recommend that no more legisla-
tion he had on this subject, unless it be
to correct vrrors of emission --or com-
mission in the present laws, until suffi-

cient time has elapsed to prove that it
can be done to meet Current expenses of
the Government, pay the interest on
the public debt and provide for the
sinking established by law. The
preservation of the national credit is
of the highest importance. Next in
importance to this, comes a solemn duty
to provide a national currency of fixed
unvarying value, compared with gold,
and as soon as practicable, having due
regard for the; interest of the debtor
class and the vicissitudes of trade and
commerce, and convert able into gold at
par.
3 The report of the Hectetary of War
shows, the expenditure of the . War Dc- -.

partmerit the fiscal year ending June 30,
1871, tobe $35, 799,991.82, and for theyear
ending June 30, 1872, to lie $35,372,-157.2- 0,

showing a reduction in favor of
the last year of $427,834.62 ; the. es-

timates for inilitary "appropriations for
the next fiscal year ending June 30,
1874, are $3,480,137,874.

.The estimates of the Chief of En-
gineer ire submitted" separately, forti-
fications, 'river- - and ' harbor improve-merb- v

aud for public building grounds
and Wafcliiugton Aqneduct The affairs
of th Freedpieii's Bnreauhave all been
transferred to the War Department, and
regidations have beenpnt into execution
for the speedy payment Of bounty, pay,
etc., due 'colored soldiers. Property
coming under that bureau includes all
war accounts for money and property
Drior to 1871. have been examined and
transmitted to tJTreftSMry for final set--

nemeM. AJunng ine ncai year mere
have been paid - for transportation bv
railroad $1,300,000, of which $80,857
was over the Paoific Railroad ; for trans-
portation by water, $2,637,552 ; and by
stage, ' 4,897,184 i and Sot the, purchase
of transportation animals, wagons, hire
of teamsters, etc., $92,465,064. About
$370,000" ' have ' been collected .from
Southern railroads during the year,
leaving about $4,000,000 stall due. n The
Quartermaster has examined and trans-
mitted -- to the accounting officer for
settlement $37,617,271 . of claims . by
citizens for artermaster's stores taken
during the wan . Subsisting supplies to
the' amount of $8,904,812 have been
issued to Indiansr- - The annual average
mean strength of the army was 24,101
white, and 24,494 colored soldiers.' The
total deatha-ai- f soldiers reported for the
year were-JJfi- ? whiter an 54 colored.
The distribution f .'the medicalakd
surgical history 6T Hie"war is"yet to be
ordered bv Congress. There exists an
absolute necessity for the medical corps
to be of the full number established
by the act o Congress of July 28, 1866,
there being now fifty-nin- e vacancies,
aud the number of successful candidates
exceeds eight or ten in one Tear.

The river and : harbor unprovements
have been carried on with energy and
economy, though many are only partially
completed The results have saved to
commeroa many times (he amount .ex-- t

landed. The increase of commerce,
with greater, depths greater
security in navigation and the saving of
time, adds millions to the wealth of the
country, and increases the resources of
the Government. The bridge across the
Mississippi River, at Rock Island, has
lteen completed and the proper site has
leen determined upon for the bridge at
LaCrosse. The able and exhaustive re-

port made by the Commission appointed
to investigate the Sutro tunnel has been
transmitted to Congress; the observa

tions and report of the signal office have
been continued ; stations have been
maintained at each of the principal lake.
seaport, and river cities ? ten additional
stations . have" been, esxwuahed- - in ;the
United States ; arrangemeats have been
VhsliIa for tha avhAncrn.nf wmmla wnfrl.

caref and a sfmihff excharige of observa
tions is contemplated with the West rn--
dia Islands: ' LVL

The favorable attention of Congress ia
invited to the following recommendations
of. the Secretary of War 4 A discontinu
ance of the appointment of extra lieu
tenants f to. serve as adjutants and quar

rs the adoption of code; a pro--
if ' , . , . m.a specmc penaityvjr well aennea

pnences,. so that the jBaquaiity A sen-
tences adjudged by court-martia- ls may
De aujusieu. Aiie consolidation 01 ts

under which expenditures are
made as a measure of 'eHP'Q)pyl a re
appropriatioa sof-te- mannev for the con

nttmii
the. title to the Aitdj being how perfected;
s'special Wt'placiuf Hie cemetery at the
city of Mexico on the same basis as other
national cemeteries ; authority to puis
chase sites for raifitary posts in Texas-- ;

the appointment of commissary-sergeant- s

from officers, aa'a
nipasdre fox securing' the better 2are and
protection of supplies-;-a- n appropriation
of the catalogues, tables of the anatomi--ca- l

section of the army medical museum.
a of the amount for the

rnttWU'acturJnif vpf breaoh-loadin- fr arms.
saeuKi ine-eecti- -- oe so ueiayea oy
the Jjoard of omcers as to leave the for-
mer appropriations expended at the
close of the fiscal year. The sale, of
such arsenals east of the Mississippi as
can1 be spared, ; and the proceeds to be
applied to the establishment of One large
arsenal of constructive andSTepair upon
the Atlantic coast, and the purchase of a
suitable site for a 'proving and expiri--
mentat ground for hearvrordnnrwe the

1 .. i.-- t' 1 i !
ttUOUgULlUU Ol JAWN. WaiCIl (ItUI Tf;lVCQ- -

tors of the united States .service from
deriving any benefit from their Inven
tions ; the repeal of, tbe law. prohibiting
promotions m toe ecan corps , a contmis-anc-e

of the work upon the coast de-
fenses ; the repeal of the seventh section
of the act of July 13, 1806, taking, from
from engineer . soldiers the per.; diem
granted to other troops"; a limitation of
the time for the presentation of subsis
tence supplies, under act of July 4, I860.
and a modihcation in the- - mode of the
selection of cadets for the Military Acad-
emy in order to enhance the usefulness
of the academy, which is impaired by

.reason of-- the large amount of time ne
cessarily expended in giving new cadets
a-- thorough knowledge of, the raero ele-
mentary branches of learning; which they
should - acquire ' before enterinfr the
academy ; also an appropriation for phi-
losophical apparatus and an increase in
the number and the pay of Military
Academy Band.

, fII3PlTRANSroRTT40N. i r-

I 33eartentioi ft Ogiaj be
called during its present session to vari-
ous enterprizes for the more certain and
cheaper transportation of the constantly
'increasing jjurplhs of the Western and
Southern products to the Atlantic Sea
Board. The subject is one that will
force .itself upon the legislative branch
of the Government, sooner or later, and
I suggest that immediate steps be taken
to gain all necessary information rela-
tive to the" route to; connect thft Msis-trip- pi

valley- - with
Charleston, South Carolina, and Savan-
na, Ga., by. wate;by way of and Ohio
and Tennessee river. Canals and slack
watt- navigation tp the Savannah the
Ooomnlgce rivers have been surveyed,
and a report made by an accomplished
engineer officer of the army.. A second
and third route will be proposed for the
consideration of Congress, namely, bv
the extension of the Kanahawaand
James Btrn; Canal to the Ohio, and by
the extension of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal. I am not prepared to re-

commend Government aid to these or
other enterprises until 'it.' is clearly
shown that tier are not only of National
interest, but that wheneompleted they
will le o Value commensurate "with
their cost. ... .. .. .

That production increases more rapid
ly than the means of transportation in
our country, lift been demonstrated by
past eXjerience. That the rapid growth
in population and the products of the
country will require adthtionaLfacillties,
cheaper means for the more bulky arti
cles of commerce to reach tide water,
and a market will be demanded in the
near future, is equally demonstrated.

would, therefore, suggest either a
committee or commiion to be author-
ized to consider this whole question, and
to report to Congress at some future day
for its ln-tte-r guidance in legislating on
the important subject. t The railroads
of the country have been gradually ex-

tended during the last few years, to
meet the growing demands of the pro-
ducers, and reflect I much credit upon
the capitalists and managers engaged
in this construction. In addition to
these, a project to facilitate commerce
bv the building of a ship canal around
JNiagatt r ails on ine united niatessiae,
thich haa been agitated for many years,

will no doubt, be called to your atteu-- ;
tiorrtWs session. Looking to the great
future of the country, it might be well
whik? on this subject, not only to have
examined and reported npon, the vari-o- ur

practical rules ' for connecting the
Mississippi with tide water on the At-

lantic, but the possibility of an almost
continuous land-locke-d navigation from
Maine to the Gulf of.MeyJw-- - Such a
route, along our coast wouIcHofrof great
value, ftt all tirneg, and? of inestimable

has jwpvided the greater par of. this
route and the 'obstacles 1o be overcome
are easily within the skill of engineers.
1 iiavo nowraiiuaeou to win snojecx wiwi
the view of not having any further ex
penditure of public inoney at this time
other than may be necessary to procure
and place all the ncsry information
before Congress ia an authentic form to
enable it hereafter, if deemed practica-
ble and worthy, to legislate on th sub-

ject .without delay. .
" iiTJ '

,v, j KAVT DEPARXJIENT , ,.,. ,;
t The report of the Secretary of ' the

Navy herewith acconq;anying, explains J
fully the COnOltlon OI xnai nram-- u 01 wv
public service, its wants and deficiencies,
expenses incurred during tbe"past year,
and appropriations for . the samer It
also gives a complete history of the ser-

vices of .the navy for. the past year in
addition to its regular sexvioes. . It is
estimated that unless steps are taken to
pTeserve'our navy- - thatin- - very few
years the United States , will be the
weakest nation.. urxmJtheoceanjpLall
great powers. With an energetic, pro-busine-ss

people like ours, pen
etrating and forming business relations-- l

with every part of th Known worm, a
iurv--r strona enbucrh to eommand the

irfnpn'rt offerer-fla- g abread in necessary
for the protection 01 meir naata. x re
commend a careful consideration byJ
Congress of the reeommodation s made
by the Secretary of th Navy. r-- -
y fOST-OFFfC- E DEPABTJCKNt.

The accompanying report of the
furnishes a fnU-- r and

satisfactory exhibit of the opewtions of

the Post-offic- e Department during
the year. The ordinary revenue of
the department for- - the fiscal vear
endinc , June 30. 1872, aejonatedf to
S1 .915.426.37: the expenditures, &io,

fifi5. 192.21: compared with the previous
fiscal year the increase of revenue was
$187,838,095, or 7 per cent, and the
increase of expenditure $zzb,wa,GZJ,
nr 9 ner cent. Adding to the ordi- -

nrr revennes the annual appropriation
of $700,000 for free 'matter and the
amount paid to the subsidies on mail
steamship lines from special appropria
tions, the deficiency paid out of the
ireneral treasury was $3,317,765.94 an
excess of $38,970,728 over the deficiedcy

I :) roii.

til: : t

for the year 187L', The ihterestinJ sta
tistical information relating to our . rav
punty extending postal service is furn-
ished in this report. The total leneth
of railroad mail routes on the 13th of
Junej 872, yas 67,9H mileu; 8077 addl- -
uonat mues xu. Bucn service having teen
rsati into, operation: during ithe year.
Eight new lines Of railway post-offic- es

jiavt) ,ucu etiwwuiiueu, wit"., au age-r- e

gato length of 2,909 miles. ' The num-b-er

of letters, exchanged in the ' mails
with - foreign countries was 24.362,500.
and increase of 4,066,502, or twenty pe--r
cent", over the qnmber in 1871, and the
postage thereon amount to- - $187,123,-725:- !-

The total weight of the mails ex-- .

changed with - Enropean countries
870 tons. The cost of the Uni-

ted .SUfes Trans-Atlant- ic mail steam-
ship aervioe was 030,170. The fol- -
1owing are the only steamship lines now
receiving subsidies 'for mail service un
der special acta of Congress:1 : The Paci)
nc xuau oteamsiup company .receive
vOuauuuper annum 'for carrying
DsOnuily mail between San Francisco.

f Japan and China: which will be increas--
w lo uua uiuuoi pf iuuuu dor a semi
monthly ' mail on and! after Uctober 1,
1873. ," The United States, and . Brazil
Mail Stesunship Company receive $150,'
000 per annum for carrying a : monthly
nyu between JNew lork and KiO de Jan-
eiro, 'and Brazil, The California, Oregon
and Mexican Steamship Company re-
ceive $75,000 per annum for earrvinir a
monthly mail between San 'Fraicisco
and iionululu, Hawaiian Islands, mak-
ing the total amount of mail steamship
8ubsiihes,,at present,. $725,000 pe an-
num. Our postal cammtui ications with
all parts of the civilized world have
been placed upon a most advantageous
footing by the improved postal couven
tions ard arrangement TecejitlT conclu- -
ded with the .leading commercial conn- -
tries: of ' Europe and America,' and the
gratifying statement is made that, ynth.
MjvcKMicieBiuii 01 a BseniiaiTMiry ronven--
tion with France the detail? of which
have been definitely agreed to by the
head of tbe r rench- - lotal Jjepartnient.
subject to the approval of the Minister
of France little remains to be accom
plished by ' treaty for ' some time td
come, in respect to the reduction of the
rate on improved facilities of postal in
tercourse. ; Tour favorable considera
tion: is respectfully invited to the recom
mendations made by the Postmastf r--

General for an increase of the service :

Foe a monthly to senii-nianth- lv trine On
the mail steamship route; to Brazil; for
a subsidy inside of the .establishment oi
an American line of mail steamers be-
tween San Francisco, New Zealand and
Australia; for thees tablishment of post-offi- ce

saving banks, and for the increase
01 ine salaries .01 jne neaus 01 xsureaua.

have heretofore - recommended the
abolition of the franking privilege, and
see 'no. reason now for changing my
views on that subject. '; ' -

POSTAL TELEGRAPH. x-- - ... ",:

It not having been favorably regarded
by Congress, however, I now suggest a
modification of the privilege, to correct
its glaring and costly abuses. I would
reopmmend also the appointment of
committee or Commissioners to take in-
to consideration the best method equita-
ble to private corporations, who have
invested their time and capital in the
establishment of telegraph lines, of ac-

quiring the title to all telegraph lines
now in operation, and of connecting this
.service with. the postal service 01 the
nation. It is not probable that tins sub-
ject could receive the proper considera-
tion during the limits, of. a short session
of Congress, but it may be initiated, so
that further action may- - be fair to the
Government and to private parties con-

cerned. . There are but .three lines of
ocean steamers, namely: The Pacific
Mailt Steamship Company, between San
Francisco, China and Japan, with provi-
sion hiade for semi-month- ly service after
October 1, 1873; the United States and
Brazil line, monthly, and the California,
New Zealand and Australia line, month-
ly playing between the United State
8nl foreign ports, and owned and opera-
ted under our flag. . I earnestly recom-
mend that such liberal contracts for car-
rying mails be authorized with the lines
as will insure their continuance. If the
expediency of extending the aid of the
Government to lines of steamers wliich
hitherto have not received it should be
deemed worthy of the consideration of
Congress, political and commercial ob-

jects make it advisable to bestow such
8id on. a line under our flag between
Panama and the western South America
ports. ' By this means ranch of the trade
now diverted to other countries might
be brought to us, to the mutual advan-
tage of this country ami those lying in
that quarter of the continent of America.
The report of the. Secretary of the
Treasury will show an alarming falling
or in our carrying trade for the past ten
off twelve years, and even for the pasi
year. I do not believe that the public
treasure can be better explained in the
interest of the whole people than in try-
ing t& recover this trade. 4 An expendi-
ture of $5,000,000 per annum for the
next five years, if it would restore to us
our proportion of the carrying trade of
the world, wonld be profitably expen-
ded. The price of labor in Europe has
so much exhausted within the last few
years that the cost of building and oper-
ating ocean steamers in the' United
States teas not so much greater than in
Europe that I believe the time has ar-- ;
rived for Congress to take tliis subject
into serious consideration.

'
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A detailed statement of the disburse
ments through the Department of Jus-
tice will be furnished by the report of
the Attorney-Genera- l, and though they
have been .somewhat increased on ac
count of the recent acts of Congress to
enforce the rights of citizens of the Uni-
ted 'State to ,vote in the several States
of the Union,' and to enforce the provis
ions of the Fourteenth Amendment to
the Constitution of the: United States,.
yet are they justified by' the necessity
and salutary enect 01 tnese enac- -.

menta Reokluas- - and lawless men.
I regret to say have- - aflsociateiP them-
selves to deprive other citizens of the,
right guaranteed to. them, by the Consti
tution tr' the united mates, anti to una
end have committed deeds of violence,
but the prevention and punishment of
many. of these persona have tendered
greatly to the repressions of these disor-
ders. I do not doubt that a great ma-

jority of the people hv all parts of the
country favor the full enjoyment by all
classes1 of ' perRons of these 'rights to
which they are entitled under the Con--
stitution and the laws, ana 1 invoke ine
aid and influence of all good citizens to
prevent organizations whose objects are,
fe7 ntlswfnj-ln.eans- ,'' $y interfere', with
those "rights. I look with confidence to
the time not far distant when thejobvi--
ous advantages of good order and' peace
will induce an abandonment of all com-
binations prohibited by the 'acta referred
fcr: 'and wflen" it will be unnecessary to

or hxflict"puBish- -

ment, to protect citizens rrom;the JUie
lawless douigs of such combinations.
Applications have been made to?me to
pardon persons convicted of a violation
of said acts, upon the ground that clem
ency in such cases wonld tend to tran--

quilize the public mind, and to test the
value of that policy I am disposed, as
far as my sense of justice will permit
me, to give these persons a favorable
consideration ; but an action thereon is
not to be construed as indicating any
change in my determination to enforce
with vigor such, so long as the conspira-
cies and combinations therein named
disturb the peace of the country. It is
much to be regretted, and is regretted
by no one more than myself, that a ne-

cessity has ever existed to execute the
anfm-AOTfto- net No one can desire
more than I that the necessity of apply
ing it may never again be rtemanaea.

... - lite ! '!-- '
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" The' Secretary of th Interior reports
satisfactory improvement and progres-
sion in each of the several Bureaus un
der the 'control of the Interior Depart-
ment there, and all in excellent condi-
tion. ,". The work in some of them for

iyeaia lias been inf .arrears down to a re
cent date, .and , 1 all the current bnsi- -
ness nan Deen promptly despatched.

' The policy which' was adopted at the
beginning of the administration with re-
gard te tlie. manageraeot of. the indians
has been as successful as its most ardent
friends anticipated-- ' in so abort a time.
It has redwed the exf ense of their man--
agementodecreaaed their-- forages npon
the .white settlements, tended to give the
largest opportunities to. the extension of
me great --ranways rnrougn me puonc
douiada aud J the pushing of settlements
nto more remote districts of theronntry,

aad at the, same tune improve the condi
tion of the Indians; .The policy will be
maintained without any change, except
ing sue asi IBTther expenrnce may shew
to be necessary to; render it- - more effir!
cient 1 he an inect of converting the 8C7
called Indian Territory, south otk Ka-
nsas' into horbtf for the-- Indian, and
erecting thereon a territorial form of gov
ernment is one of great importance, as a
complement of 'the existing Indianpoli- -
ct. ' lite question of removal to the-- ter
ritory, within ) tha last .year; haaj been
present.! to many of the tribes resident
upon other and l)sa desirably portions of
the' public, domain, and has generally
been received by them with favor. As a
preliminary step- - to - ar organizat ajn of
such a territory, if, wai be neoessary to
coufiiie the'Indiiuis, now resident there,
into farms of proper size,', which sliould
b- - secured to therd in fee, the'reaidne to
be nsel for the settlement of ther
friemlj Tgnys. fffiftn will be uade
in ine lmmeaiaie rnrure to muni the
removal of astnanv paoea!4'di sposea1

Indians to tl Indian Territory an can.
a ..-- a xv "xLn-be settled properly tAitnoui uisiurDing
the haVmonv' of those already them.
There in no ot lier loeatioir now available
where a people who endeavor to acquire
Jtastoral and agricultural pursuitat can

accommodated as nponthe
uuoccnpietl lands in the' Indian Terri
tOry.'-- T :.u.'L:i.i . ' - r. I j

A territoral Government should J how
ever, protect the Ipdian-s- ; from theiiroad
of the whites for. a term of years,until
they become sufficientlyjadvanced ii the
artai and crrilizatioir to guard thei own
rights,, and irom the disposal of lands
held by them for the same period. Du-
ring the last fiscal year there wert dis-
posed of out of the public lands 11,864,-97- 5

acres; a quantity greater by 1,099,-27- 0

acres than - was disposed of the pre-
vious year, .of this .amount l,37l,320
acres were sold for cash,' 389,460 iacres
located with military warrants, 4,671,332
acres taken for lKrmesteadav 693,613 acres
located .with college .script, 3,554,887
acres Granted to railroads, 46547 seres
granted" to wagon rOatls, 714,255 acrs
given to States as swamp land, and 5760
acres located: by Indian . script The
cash . receipts from all sources iu the
Land Office amount . to $5,218,100, (dur-
ing the same period '22",01 6,600 acrrs of
thepublic land; were ; surveyed,' vfln'ch
added se the quantity before survived
amounts to 683,364,780 acres, leaving
1,257,653,628 acres of the public lhnds
still nsnrveyed. ' The reports from the
subordinates of the Land Office contain
interesting information inregard to their
respective .districts, they uniiormiiy
mention the fruitfnlness Of the soil !dur-in-ir

the past season. and the increased
yield of all kinds of produce.' -- Even in
those States and territories where min-
ing is the principal business, agricultur-
al products have exceeded the demand,
ami liberal sliipmenta have been made
to distant points. y . . , : : ;

., . PATENTS. i

During the year. .entLug September
30, 1872, there were issued from! the
patent Office 13,626 patents, 233 exten-

sions and 556 certificates and registers of
trade-mark- s. During the same time 18,-5- 87

applications for patents, including
rs and designs, have neen re

ceived, end ' 3,10fV caveats filed. The
fees received dnring the same periods
amounted to $700,953.90, and the to-

tal expenditures to $623,553.90, niakmg
the net receipts over the expenditures
$77,400.56.; Since- - 183C, 200,000 appli-

cations for patents have been filed and
about 134,000 patents issued. . ine 01-fli-

being conducted nnderthesamelaws
and general organization as were ndopt-a- t

the original inauguration, when only
from fn to-- free-- hundred applications
were made pc annum, the Commission- -

bIiowb that the oflice has outgrown
the original plan, and that a few improve-
ments have become necessary. This
subject was presented to Congress In a
special communication in February last,
which my approval and the approval of
the Secretary of the Interior, and, the
suggestions contained in said communi
cation were embraced ;n the bill that
was before the House by the Committee
on Patents, at the last session. The
subject of the reorgairizatiou of the Pat-

ent Office, as contemplated by the bill
referred to, is of snch importance to the
industrial interest of the country, that I
commend it to the attention- - of Congress.
The Commissioner also-- treats the sub
ject of the separation of tl P:itont Office
from the JJepartmeni 01 uie interior.
Tliis subject is also embraced in the bill
heretof we referred 'to, " The ConiBiia-sion- er

complains of the want of room for
the model gallery, and for the working
force and the necessary files of the office.

It is impossible to transact the business
of the office properly without more room
in which to arrange files and. drawings
that must be oonsnltedi hourly in
the trasaction of business. The whole
of the Patent Oflice Building will soon
be needed, if it i not already, lor the
accommodation of the; business t the
the Patent Offie; j v:,tI:y.

'! ci CI'-- ' PENSIONS V "
The amount paid for pensions in the

last i fiscal Tewowas J $30,169,3411 an
amount larger by $3,708,434 than was
paid during- - tbe preeeaing nacai year.
Of this amount $2,312,409 were paid un-

der the act Of Congress of February IT,
1871, to the survivors of the war of 1812.

The annual increase 01 pensions oy uie
legislation-- , of Copgress. has more than
kept pace wira me natunu yvafij ioe
from Uie roHs, iThe aet-o- l June H. 1 872,
has added an estimated amount ol $tuO,-650ji- er

annnnttotherollswithont
"

tha number of pensioners. We can
not. therefore, look for airy substantial
decrease in the expenditures of this' de-

partment for some time to come, or so
ong as Congress continues to so change
the dates of pensions. The. total num
ber of claims for pensions is 176,000, be-

ing but 6 per cent, of the the wholennm- -

Oe or enustea men. - me ouv, uuumri
of claims on hand at the begining of the
year was M,G6t. Tbe number-receive- d

during the year was 26,574. The num
ber disposed of was in-- u -
net gain Trfrl6-1T- O numoer 01

claims now on file is 79,085. cm tnc
30th of June, 1872, there were on the
rolls the names of 95,4tt pensioners,
113,518 widows, orphans and dependent
relatives, making an aggregate of 208,-92- 3

army pensioners. At the same time
there were on the rolls the names of 1,-4- 49

navy pensioners and 1,730 widows,
orphans aud dependent relatives, mak
ing the whole numoer w u j : jwuwou-er- s

3,179. There have been received,
since the passage of the act to provide
pensions for the soldiers of the war of
1812, 36,551 applications prior to June
30 1872. Of these there were --allowed,
during the last fiscal year, 2,016 claims ;

4.845 were rejected .
during the year,

leaving 11, xa claims pending at tuai
date. The number of p naious of all
classes granted dnring the last fiscal
year were 33,830. During that period
there was dropped from the roils lor
various causes, 9,104 names, leaving a

grand total of 23229 peiisioners on the
rolls on"the 30th of June, 1872. It is
thought that the claims for pensions, on
account? of the war of 1812, wiil all be
disposed of by the 1st of May, 1873. It
is estimated that $30,480,000 will be re-
quired for the pension service for the
the next fiscal year. .

THE CENSUS.
The ninth census is about completed.

Its completion is a subject ofcongratula-
tion, inasmuch as the use to be made of
the statistics therein contained depends
very greatly upon the promptitude of
its publication. The Secretary of the
Interior recommends that a census be
taken in 1875, which recommendation
should receive the ready attention of
Congress. The interval at present es-
tablished between the Federal census is
so long that the information obtained at
the decimal periods as to the material
condition, wants and resources of the
nation is of little practical value after
the expiration of the) first half of that
period. It would pfebably obviate the
constitutional provision regarding the
decimal -- census, if a census taken in
ltv7i should be divested of all poliiical
character, and no reappointment of Con-gressio-

representation be made un-
der it. Such a census, coming as it
would in the last year of the first cen-
tury of - our national existence, would
furnish a nol4g monument of the pro-
gress of the United States during that
century.

.

j v. : iDCCxnos.
Tlio. rapidly "nrroajiine; interest in education

u a mottt encuorainnK feature in tbe current
history of tbe eonntry, and it is no donbt true
tnat this ia due ux a great measure to the ef-
forts of the Bureau of Edacation. That office
u continually receiving evidence, which abun-
dantly prove its efficiency, from the various in-

stitutions of learning and education of all
kinds throoxrbont tbe country.. The report of
tbe Commuwioner eontaina a vast amount of
educational details of great interest. The
bill now pending before Congress providina:
for the appropriation of part of tbe proceeds
of the ealea of pnblie lands for educational
pnrpottes to aid the State in tbe general educa-
tion of their ruing generation, is a measure of
snch greet importance to onr real progress,
and is so iwrnntrnonaly approved by the leading
friends of education, that I commend it to the
favorable attention of Congress.

- - - THE TRBRITOBISH.
Affaire in the territories are cenerallv satis

factory. The enerev and business capacity of
tbe pioneers who are settling np the vast do-
minion not yet incorporated into States, are
keeping pace In internal improvements and
Civil government with the older communities.
Iu but oue of them Utah is the condition of
affairs unsatisfactory, except so far as the
Quiet of tbe citizen may be distur! od by real
or imaginary danger of Indian hi MUitiee. It
bas seemed to be the potior of tbe I egislature
of the State of Utah to evade all responsibility
to the uorernment 01 the United Mateo and
even to hold a position in hostility to it. I re-
commend a 'Careful revision of "tho present
laws of the territory by Congress aid the en-
actment of snch a law "as the one j ropoeed in
Congress at its but session for u stance, or
something similar to it as will sroure peace,
the eqnahty of all citizens before ti e law and
the ultimate extinguiKhment of poligamy.
Since the estaMiehnient of a territorial gov-
ernment for tbe dixtnet of 4'olnno ia, the im-
proved condition of the city of Wavhingtou
and surroundings, and tbe increased prosper
ity of the citizens ie obserrablj to the most
casual vixitor. The nation being a large owner
of property in this city should beur with tbe
citizens of tbe district Us just share of the ex-

pense of. these improvements. I wommend,
therefore, an appropriation to reimburse the
citizens for the work done bv them along and
in front of the nablic srounds dnrint? the nest
year, and liberal appropriations in order that
the improvement and emhelhstimrnt 01 .the
public buildings and grounds may keep pace
with the improvements made by tbe territorial
authorities.

XORIIULTVBK.
The report of the Commissioner f Agricul

ture gives a very full and interestir account
of the several divisions of that department,
the horticultural, agricultural, statixiicaL ento-
mological and cheniical, and tbe be: etita con-

ferred bv each upon tbe agricultural interests
of tbe country. The whole report ja a com-
plete history in foto of the workii a of that
department in all its branches showing the
manner and extent to which he is aided in his
parsnits. The Commissioner makes a recom-
mendation that measures be taken by Congress
to protect the planting of forests, and suggests
that no part of the public lands should lie die-pos- ed

of withont the condition that one-tent- h .

of it be reserved in timber, where it exists,
and where it does not exist mducementa
should be offered by planting it.
a .. THS CXSTEXNIAL. CKLEBBATIOM.

In accordance with tbe act of Congress, ap-
proved Marsh 3, 1871, providing for the cele-
bration of the one bnndredth anniversary of
American Independence, a committee haa been
organized consisting of two members from each
of the States and territories. The committee
has held two sessions and have made satisfac-
tory progress in the organization and in the
initiatory steps necessary for carrying oat the
provisions of the act, and for executing the
provisions, also, of the act of June 1, 1871,
creating a ceutennial board of finance. A pre-
liminary report of progress has been received
from the President of the committee and ia
herewith transmitted.

It will be the duty of the committee at yonr
coming session to transmit a report of the pro-
gress made, and to toy before yon tbe details
relating to tbe exhibition of American and for-
eign arts, products and manufactures, which
by tbe terms of the act is to be held under the
auspice of tbe Government of the United
States, in the city of Philadelphia, in tbe year
1876. Thia celebration will be looked forward
to by American citizens as marking a century of
a greater progress and prosperity than is re-
corded in the history of any other nation, and
proving a further good purpose in bringing to-

gether, on our sou, people of all tbe commer-
cial nations of tbe earth, a matter calculated to
secure the international good feein g.

CIVIL SERVTCB BirOItX.
An earnest desire bas been felt to correct

abuses which have grown up in the civil service
of the country throngh the defective method of
making appointments to office. Tbe offices
have been regarded too mnch as tLe reward of
p ihtiral services. Under the anthority of Con-

gress, roles have been established to regulate
the terms of office and the mode of appoint-
ments. It cannot be expected that any system
of rule can be entirely effective, aud prove a
perfect remedy for the existing evils, until they
Lave been thoroughly tested by actual practice,
and amended according to the requirements of
the service. Dnring my term of office it shall
be my best endeavor to so apply the rules aa to
secure the greatest possible reform in tbe civil
service of the (tovemment, but it will require
the direct action of Congress to render the en-

forcement of tbe system binding npon my rs.

and I hot that the experience of the
past year, together with tbe appropriate legis-
lation by Congress, may reach a atiafactory
solution of tliis question, and sc lire to the
pnbUcservire for all time a practical method of
obtaining faithful and efficient officers and es.

U. S. Gbast.
Executive Mansion. December 2, 1872.

Josephine's Sanetnary.
One room at Malmaison was ( specially

consecrated by Josephine to the mem-
ories of happy days passed thi re by Na-

poleon before his divorce from her. It
was a room then used by him as a study,
whenever the cares of war and polities
permitted him to seek a temporary rest
in her society in that charming retreat;
and when she was left there alone to
mourn their separation, she wonld allow
nobody to occupy this room but herself.
In it lay the pen last used there by. the
Emperor, which the ink had long since
corroded; on a table lay the map he had
last, studied there, the line of march
tracked out which had long since taught
Europe to feel the power of his tactics;
on the wall hung a glass-cas- e in which
some of his hair was arranged in orna-
mental or symbolic form. It was so
long since that hair had grown on Ids
head that the sight of it must have car-
ried back Josephine's memoiy to the
time when she, the widowed Yicomtesse
de Beauharnais, determined on marrying
its owner, the young soldier of fortune,
with nothing but "his love and his
sword, and his cloak to offer Snch
a sanctuary indeed was tliis chamber at
Malmaisou to the , that she
wonld not allow any hand but her own
to dust or move the objects in t, which
had been consecrated, as she deemed,
by the touch of the hnsland who had
sacrificed her to his ambition, in so
doing had lost the guiilinp, -- tar, the
guarding angel, of his life. ady tlc-mmti- na

Dari Recollection f Society.

Erdnctlon of Internal KeYfiue Ex-
penses.

The Commissioner of Interim I Reven-
ue will recommend to Congre , in bill
form, a plan for reducing the interna!
revenue expenses by providing that all
the duties heretofore perform, d by as-

sessors and assistant assessors shall in
the future devolve upon collectors ami
their assistants. He will sJm recom-
mend that hereafter all special taxes im-

posed by law, including tax on stills and
worms, shall be paid by stamps denoting
the tax. This will relieve of their du-
ties about 230 assessors and about 1,300
assistant assessors, and necessitate th
appointment of abont twenty-fiv- e special
agents, which, it is estimated, will sav?
to the Government from cne and a half
to two millions of dollars.

President Grant, Secretary Boutwell,
and Commissioner Douglass all approve
this measure, but in other quarters ob-

jections are raised that it will central-
ize too much power in the hands of tht
Commissioner. It is also believed tha'
it will meet with strong opposition bi
Congress from the friends of the of th
assessors and assistsnt fUMersors,


