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necessaries as a result of such legis-

lation. It is to be remembered that
tobacco is a plant requiring for its
profitable culture peculiarities of
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Past legislation lias robbed num-

berless future citizen of their homes
donating hundreds of millions f

acres ef the people's land to opulent
railroad corporations which nre iow
exacting from the people millions of ,

money yearly. Justice demands ths.'
replenish Mm people's treasury

with a liberal tax upon ihe incomes '
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PUBLIC fPEA KINO.

Hsn. A. B. rvttinone, Republican
Candidate for Congr-- , and BoSa R- - L.

Taylor, Democratic Candidate for Con-

gress, will address UM paopla of tha

First Congressional diatrict at ths fol-

lowing limes and placefe:

HAWKINS COLNTV.

Btoncy Point, ThursJay Srtamber SOtb.

Roegraville, Friday, October tt.
Bulls tap, Saturday, October 2nd.

HASCooii OOOVTT.

Kylec Ford, Mo lay, October 4th.
Sneedviile, Tuei ay, October 5th.

CXAranRNE COUNTY.

Yellow Store, Wednesday, o, tber 6th.
Tazewell, Thursday, October 7tti.

onxmnna coi ntt.
Thnm Hill. Friday. October 8Ui.
RnHad. Monday, October Ulb
Turlcy"s Mill, Tuesday, October 12tb.

IIAMBI.K3l-Cr.tNTY-
.

Morristown, Wrdm sday, October 13th.
COCKE COUNTY.

Newport, Thursday, October 14th.
Cosby, Saturday, OoUbai lGih.
Big Creek, Monday, October loth.

GKBENE COUNTY.

Canay Branch, Tuesday, October 19th.
Mosbeim, Wednesday, October 20th.
Romeo, Thursday, October Wst-Rheatow- n,

Wednewlay, October 2dh.
Qreeuaviht), Thursday, O. tober 28th.

W. D. Hatnk.
Chiu'n Dero. kx.Com.

T. H. Rkkvks,
Chin'n R-- p. L. Com.

Tba race for Ceugress in thlt Die

trict eresenta the melancholy apec e
cle ofaa apiraru iui q.Bu

..ri
in the hand of the planter from ali

fmhtirrai!nftn t. aud allOV him to

sell it as you allow the farmer to sell

wheat, core, beef and pork anywhere,
everywhere, and to whomsoever he

can. and Dlace all your tax on thr
a w

manufactured article alone in the
manufacturers' hands! What wouid

be the result? Is it not clear you

will have accomplished all you pro
pose to do by the existing law? And

is it not equally clear you will have

by the same act restored competition
and crushed out monopoly and re-

leased the planter from the clutches
of capital and increased the reward
of his labor, and all this without di-

minishing the reveuue . .i;e dollar.
But, sir, I wouid not h c you or

the country to infer that the grow-

ers of tobacco are desirous of escap-

ing their duty to the Government
because they seek the modification

of the partial and uL-jus- features of
the internal revenue law. On the
contrary, they fully recognize and

are perfectly willing to pay their just
proportion of the national debt. Ihoy
would scorn to shiik their proper
share of the burdens of the Govoin- -

meul. But they appeal to Longress
in the name of ju! ce aad right to

disburden their labor of inequitable
ind ruinous taxation because they
fail to discover any sound argument

of law or reason or policy to justify
a discrimination so repugnant to
riorht, so hostile to the f .rit as well

as the very let .er of our fundament
al law, and so disasterous to their

interests.
One other matter germane to the

subject in hand I desire to present
while ou the floor tc the considera-

tion of Congress. In some sections
of the country people once in easy
circumstances are so reduced that
luxuries common even to the very
poor have been long since banished
from their home. Yet these people
are the owners of money in the shapG

of property rotting before their
eyes. True their property might
procure for them necessary comforts
but for the law of fine and imprison-
ment forbidding them the use of
their own property. Under such
bloody restrictions property ceases
to be property. Certainly it is not

their property. They own orchards
loaded with fruit, but their apples
must turn to dust unused. They
cannot sell them in the market, be-

cause they live far away from the
railroad, embosomed in the rugged
mountains. The cost of marketing
would be more than the apples would

bring. Why not make them into
brandy? The revenue law intervenes

a bond is required for a oorman
an impossible bond with solvent
securities, and besides a revenue tax

of ninety cenw on the gallon. That
bond and that revenue tax finish t he

job. It is impossible to ; and so

his fruit yields him nothing but vex-

ation and deeper poverty. His store
debt drives the cow from his chil-

dren, and the sheriff levies on his

land for taxes he expected the bran- -

dy to pay. But the bond ! What is

it for anyhow? Simply to secure the
Government against loss in case the
poor fellow should steal a fe w of --his
own apples! Now, suppose he could

cive the bond, what will he profit in

the end? Nothing, for notoriously
the tax swa lows up all the profits,
the mammoth distilleries excepted,
which turn out whole creek and riv-

ers of whisky and brandy.

Alas! what floods of temptation
are let loose upon ponr frail humani-

ty by this legislation for rings and
monster monopolies! Contemplate
the unhappy victim of moonshining !

Awav out among the laurel and the
ivy, in seme obscure mountain gorge,
shrouded in deepest shidows, he

toils at his crooked art. His right
to his land and his orchard has nev- -

er been questioned. The fruit he
thinks is his own, aud on this be -

lief he acts. The proceeds of that
orchaid have supplied the comforts
of life to his wife and children for

many a year. The memories of past
enjoyments tempt him with resist-

less arguments, and he yields, for a
hnnd ia imDOSsible and the tax
would leave no pay for his fruit or
labor. He is simply de- - jting what
he always believed to be his own

property to his own use. Unfor-

tunate man ! The hired minions of
the revenue have spotted him. Their
despicable subsidized decoys and de-

tective i,v formers, like the biood-boand- ,

are on his track. Like Judas,
they sell their victims aud their
souls for money; and, like Judas,
betray them with a kiss. He is ar-

rested ! He i9 hurried away from
wife and children aud home hi

property appropriated or destroyed
before ins eyes away to trial and

i the peuitentiary
Sir, what apology can modern

statesmanship, illumined as It is by

the advaaced moral ideas of the age,
offer to an enlightened Christian
people, to a great nation who glory
u the trtftb emblazoned in the fore- -

r thoir TWlnralim, nf Tnrlfi.

pendence that "all men are born free

icg religion, domestic ties, social In-

stitutions, and millions of bleeding
hearts. Sir, away with snch shallow
hypocrisy ! Let tbo truth flash npon

every intellect in the nation that
this species of legislation is based on

the idea that capital arid not labor
is entitled to legislative encourage
ment and protection ; the idea that
the money power ought to be, and

of right is, supreme, and that there-

fore every department, office, and
agency of the Government should be,
must be, operated in its interest and

for its aggrandizement.

Is this trne? Let the act demon
etizing silver and making gold the
only metallic basis and lawful coin
answer I Let all the legislation de-

preciating the valuea of land and la-b-

products, and to the same ex
tent appreciating money, answer!
Let the fifty thousand business
houses which have been crushed
answer! Let the hundred thousand
business men who have been hurled
from opulence to penury, with blight-

ed hopes and broken hearts, answer !

Let all the financial legislation for
the past fifteen yean answer!

But, sir, I would not bo under-

stood as waging war wantonly upon
capital as such, for as all capital is
lint the product of labor, and is or of
ought to be the reward of the labor-

er's toil ; if I strike capital without
qualification, the blow wounds the
world's greatest benofactor, in the lo
the person of the laborer, whom to
woaud I would be but a treacherous
Judas. I would pierce the vilalp, if by

possible, of that conscienceless, soul-

less monster which, under the forms

of law as well as without law, has
through all time by fraud and vio-

lence grasped and appropriated to wo

its own exchequer all the products
of honest labor save only the miser of

able pittance that keeps soul and
bodytogether, and proposes here
even in this New World, hid for cen-

turies by God himseir from the 'Old of

World's rapacity as his last best
boon and heritage to liberty and la-

bor, to subjugate all labor to itself,
its heirs and assigns, forever. It is

against capital eo acquired ard
wielded, and Biich capitalists who
consolidate their n riches on;

of the plundered earnings wrui.g
from other men's honest toil, that 1

raise my voice and will ever cat my

vote.
of

Let me say in conclusion, sir, la-

bor is the creator of all vulues, as

values are the measures of all wealth
material, intellectual, political, so-

cial and agriculture i the creator
of the blood, the bone, the muscle,
the brain, and all the activities of

labor. Agriculture is the great lab
oratory iu which nature through the

of divine law aad hu-

man effort combines the elements
which constitute the pabulnm upon
which all humanity enbsists. In the
proportion in which these element-- ,

are combined must he the enlarge-
ment r diminution ef population,
and in proportion to population will

be the achievements of labor and the
advance of civilization; agriculture
is the substratum upon which rests
the whole fabric of our civilization.
If agriculture prosper, a fresh vital-

ity with electric velocity and powoi
fiasbe throngh every serve and
muscle of humanity ; civilization ad

vances and develops on every line
of thought and endeavor; trade
flourishes, manufactures enlarge and
mnltinlv. commerce anreads. her

L j -

wir gs to every breeze and lands her
rich argosies oa every shore; earth
yields her ingots of gold to the ca-

resses of the grimy miner; science
delves deeper into the cavernous
labyrinths of nature, aud plumes hof

pinions for loftier flights after knowl-

edge among astral suns and sebn-o- us

systems ; while art with rekin-

dled ardor utilizes the discoveries of
science and ministers the creations
of inventive geniuu. to the aesthetic
as well as the natural want of the
world ; re'.igiou herself, replenished
with all the material agencies and
instrumentalities of bar grand mis

Bion. with renewed energy presses
forward her invincible armies pre-

paring witn song and shout to crown
with imperishable and eternal glory
"The Bozrah Conqueror."

But. sir. if agriculture falters, if
drouths wither, If the frost ki i
blight, if floods destroy, or if unwise
and vicious legislation over-burde- n

the fruits of the fields, at once all
progress stops, and, the propelling
power reversed, rolls backward the
entire machinery of civilization to-

ward the yawning chasm of inevita-

ble ruin. Trade languishes first,
then dies; manufactures suddenly
diminish, then cease ; the navies of
commerce rot at their crumbling
wharves ; thought feels the terrible

paralysis; the gifted iu art aud

science starve in constrained idle-uess- .

and every laudable form ef
humau endeavor drops its imple

ments and glides backward with the
amitten millious to the enaaowy

, f ho, .nriom HVi.ll re loiaiiIBttiui.ui ...6.-- .,

though heaven-boru- , yet so cloudy

able rights, conspicuous among
which are "life and liberty" and the
right to pursue happiness, for such
mockeiy? Will you frown down the
just indignation of American free-

men by the stale and puerile asser-

tion that the use of tobacco and the
drinking of whisky and brandy aib
indecent and immoral and ought
therefore to be taxed out of exist-

ence? Is that your apology for

trampling under foot the birthrights
of freemon? Sir, I blush to see our
statesmanship driven to the fertile
pretexts and bald subterfuges of
mediaeval fanaticism " to defend its
assaults npon republican freedom
and personal liberty ! Manners are'

the manifestation of morals, a? mor

als are the outgrowth of religion,
and religion is enshrined in the Be- -

cret sanctuary of the soul, within

whose sacred precincts earthly courts
and legislatures have no jurisdiction .

Tyranny, instigated by fanaticism
aud ambition, dared for ages to in-

vade that sanctuary, and to achieve
its holy ends invested the inquisi-

tion, the rack, the auto da fe, and in

the name of the God-ma- immolated
thousands of innocent victims upon

s bloody altars th.e same infernal
spirit that kindled the fires of Smith-field- ,

that made Saint Bartholomew
infamously immortal, transformed
the persecuted and exiled Puritans
into persecutors and inspired the
blue laws of New EBgland that ful-

minate banishment or death to

witches and Quakers.
I had hoped, sir, that we had out-

grown these criminal absurdities;
but when we enact a code of morals
and dictate and define good man-

ners, and establish rules of decency,
in short, legislate into imprisonment
and poverty thousands of small dis-

tillers and teriB of thousands of in-

dustrious tobacco growers, because
the use of tobacco and whisky arc
indecent and immoral, we are evi-

dently advancing crawfish fashio.i
backward toward the spirit and
methods of medieval church inle, or
ihe still later policy and let;ibiation
of New England in her persecution

f Quakers and witches. No, sir,
this pretext is but a gauzy veil to

hide from the public gaze the com-

binations of greedy capital which

Inspired the legislation thai has
built up hideous legalized whisky

rings and tobacco monopolies ail

over the land on the ruins of two

great industries and of thousands of
good and true citizens.

How absurd and shamelesb the
pretext of "indecency and immoral-
ity !" what a straining at gnats and

swallowing of camels ! Sir, the Con-

stitution we swear to support re-

quires us to "apportion direct taxes
among the States according to their
respective numbers." I have seen
uo decision of the Supreme Court
constiuing this claas to mean "ac-
cording to the indecency or immorali-
ty, or ccordiug to the tastes, appe-

tites, education, customs, or habits of
the people." But if there exists
such a judicial construction, and if

the legislation complained of as-

sumes to get its warrant there, how

far have we conformed the statute to
'he decision? Have your tobacco
and whisky taxea improved the mor
ais, dignified the maimers, purified
the habits, refined the tastes of the
people? Have they cleansed ihe
people from the filthy use o! the
weed or closed a rum hell or wrought
a solitary reform from drunkenness
'o sobriety, or lessened by a single
drop the rivers of ijtoxicating drn k

that deluge the laud ; have they held

back from the drunkard's death a

single one of the sixty thousand un-

happy victims that annually perish
in this land from drink? Have they

soothed the sorrow of a drunkard's
wulow or ministered bread or cloth-iu- y

or comfort to a single poor drunk- -

arrt's orpuan cuuu r vto, sir. iuu
have only robbed labor of its wages
and the laud of its profits to glut the
j;reed of lordly capital. Yon have
cut down the little still of a thous- -

and poor mountaineers, destroj ed

their property, made them felons,

dogged them to the jail, the peni-tentiar- y,

and sometimes to murder
and the gallows, and pauperized
their families. Your law for estab-

lishing decency and promoting mor-

als has created bands of hired spies,
who prowl the mountains and val-

leys under assumed characters tempt
ing the unwary and ignoiant to vio-

late the law that they may earn
from the Government wages of
treachery as witnesses or prosecu-

tors. You have dried up the little

streams of whisky and brandy, or

made them crooked aud criminal for
J morality and decency, and yet you

have flooded the land with mammoth
stream hells, whoso nostrils breathe
forth foul fumes and flames, aud

from whose fiery bowels are ever

gushing forth the liquid essence of
damnation, deluging the cation with

thefts, robberies, forgeries, arsons,

perjuries, rapes, suicides, murders,... 1 1.; :..! )
eVCtV IlllleOuS ftDQ reVOJUUg WlUlkUU -

nesa known In the calendar of crime,

that important staple tobacco. It
is oppressive because it overburdens
almost to prohibition the labor and
land employed in its production.
To show how partial is its operation,
let me state from the reports of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
.hat for the six years preceding June
30, 1878. Virginia alone has paid
the sum of $42,561,842 tax on to-

bacco an average annual bum of
over $7,000,000. During the same
six years the six New England
States paid the sum of $9,756,384,
as the whole of their internal re ,'enue
tax, averaging the trifling amount
of $1,292,730 per annum about one-sixt- h

of the internal revenue tax on

this single Virginia product; and
yet the population of Virginia, ac-

cording to the ninth census, is only
1,225,000, while that of New Eng-

land aggregates 3,487,000. Thus a

single product of the land and labor
1,225,000 citizens of the single State
of Virginia, which has two Senators
and nine Representatives in Con-

gress, is burdened with a tax of
nearly six times the amount exacted
from all the products of all the land
and labor of 3,487,000 citizens of
six States of New England, which
have twelve Senators and twenty-sev- en

Representatives in Congress.
As tobacco tax alone every man,
woman and child in Virginia is made
by this law to pay to the United
States Treasury $5.71 per capita,
while the population of New Eng-

land is required by the same law to
pay the sum of thirty-fou- r cents
each, and this on their entire reve-

nue tax.
But, sir, I know it will be said by

some that this tax does not fall
upon the planter, but on the con-

sumer; and that therefore it is not,
cannot be oppressive. A moment's
investigation, I think, will explode
this flimsy and false objection. If,
however, the proposition were true,
it does not affect my argument,
when it is remembered that the
K'owers of tobacco are also largely
consumers, and therefore pay the tar;
and, furtuer, that it can hardly be
claimed that any man puts mmseU
outside the protection of commou
justice and fundamental law only be'
cause he chews tobacco or takes
snuff. But, sir, it is not true ; for it
is demonstrable that not the manu-'acture- rs,

not the consumers, but
the growers of tobacco suffer the
burden and feel the crushing weight,
of the tax. Let us see. The tax,
the price of manufacturing, and cost

.1 11raw uimcrmi ate tuts iuib s

sentials, makiug in their sum the
cost price of the manufactured ar-- j

tide, the last of which, the cost

of the leaf, alone, is variable, while
the other two elements are constant,
or nearly so. The tax must be paid,
the cost of manufacturing must be
paid, and these are nearly invariab'e ;

but the cost of the leaf may yield to
the pressure of trade, and, still worse,
to the will of the manufacturer,
whom the law has constituted a mo-

nopolist, whose margin of profit is to
be secured alone in the price of the
leaf, which is made dependent large-

ly upon his own volition. Thus the
manufacturer's investment of capi- -

tal, by the operation of law, wrings j

its interests and profits out of the
sacrifices extorted from the planter
iu the price of his toil-wor- n product.

It is no wonder, sir, that such in-

justice and oppression, the result of
unwise legislation, has brought upon

this once profitable branch of agr- i-

cultural industry decay and ruin.
Once, before the tax. manufactories
were in almost every village where toba-

cco-growing was a regular busi-

ness. No capital was nee ed. Pur-

chasers, the patrons of the farmer,
were numberless. Competition was

active and prices ran high. The
planter's labor and land were richly
rewarded. But the revenue laws

have changed all this. Now before
the manufacturer can realize he mu st

put ofi the stamps and pay the cost
of manufacturing. To make money

largetyp must do a business in-

volving heavy expendituies of cash.
Large capital is required under the
present system even to start the bus-

iness. None can manufacture,
therefore, unless he is a capitalist.
Legislation, sir, I repeat, has made
the tobacco business (just as it has
made the whisky business, the rail-

road business, the Indian buines8,
and the election business, and every
other business) under the manipula-

tion of moneyed rings, a gigantic
monopoly in the hands of capital.

It has driven all but its own favor-

ites from the market ; it has foster-

ed and built np opulent cotnbina
tions to put down and keep dowu

ihe price of the raw materia!, and

thus as usual laid reluctant labor on

the altar of the money-go- d, a bleed-

ing sacrifice to the greed of unpity-ui- g

capital.
It is not a matter of astonishment,

therefore, that in some sections there
many families once affluent and
blessed with every comfort of life
uow actually suffering for its merest
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Hon. Robert L. Taylor,

OF TENNESSEE,

In the House of Representatives,

Saturday, May 22, 18R0.

On the bill (H. R. No. 6109) to amend

the bixtu subdivision of section 2244 of

the Revised Statutes of the United

States in relation to licensing dealers in

leaf tobacco.

Mr. TAYLOR said :

Mr. SrKAKER: I beg the indul-

gence of the House to offer a few re-

marks suggested by the bill under
consideration, bearing upon the civil

service as related to the existing al

revenue laws, and the effect

of these laws upon some of the im-

portant interests of the country.

As the immediate representatives
of the people we are intrusted in a

great part with the guardianship of

their interests. It is therefore in-

cumbent on us to institute such a

line of policy, enact such laws, and

establish such regulations as will

best promote the "general welfare''

and maintain the rights of all the

people.
Among our duties there is none I

conceive to be more important than

that of instituting a wise and just
financial policy, and of so regulating
our revenue system as to meet all

the legitimate demands of the Treas.
ury.and not thereby cripple or dimin-

ish our pecuniary resources, but
strengthen and enlarge them.

The nation owes a vast bonded

debt, aggregating more than $2,000,-000.00- 0,

for, the payment of which,

grid particularly of the interest, we

must provide; for the necessary ex-- nr

the anvernrnent and for

Ps obligations to our soldiers and

sailors tee must provide ; for the ju?t
and honorable and as yet unrecg- -

nized or unadjudicated claims rf
many citizene for property and ser

m I ll..
vices we must provide, lo raise uie
money to satisfy these demands

without undue friction at any point,

without a'armirg capital or crippling

trade end commerce, discouragi-- g

en'erorise or repressing labor, and,

above all. without wounding agricul

ture, U the grand prcblem which this
i:i its patriotism and wis- -

" ''o '
dom, ;s callt-- 3 upon to solve If it
succe d, it Wi5' merit and receive the

appro latioa o" a generous people ;

if it ail, it will justly incur their

condemnation.

I may have little to say now, sir, j

in reference to capital, since capital

is Argus-eyed- , sleepless, vigilant,

all powerful, and always has com-

manded brain enough to take care

of itnelf, even though it seldom gives

evidence of possessing a eoul or

Neither do Ieven a heart. propose

to dicuss commerce, but if possible

to demonstrate the injustice, the un-

constitutionality and hurtful folly of

some of the features of the existing
revenue laws, and the crying neces-

sity for their repeal or modification

by this Congress. The privileges

ud immunities, the blessings and

benefits of this Government belong

alike to u!l its States and to nil its

citizens; and upon the same princi-

ple, universally acknowledged, the
list, be eotial niwn all the

I'll wviva A

ttiatea and all the citizens of the

Republic. Any restrictions, there-

fore, of any of these blessing or

benefits to any section of the coun-

try or any class of citizens would

not be any more clearly unjust than

would be the unequal distribution of

the necebary burdens of the Gov-

ernment.
Thirty --eight individuals are mutu-

ally and equally interested in a joint
stock corporation for the prosecution

of some business, and in the process

of its operations a debt is incurred

for the benefit and protection of the

association. Would any intelligent
court in Christendom decree that

the debt should be collected out of

the individual property of any mem- -

f tlia omnnani' and not OUt ofnet ui r j i

all the members equally? Undoubt-

edly not. And why not? Simply

because such a decree would be

a most gross and wicked injustice

and an act of unpardonable oppres-

sion. Is it any less an outrageous

injustice, is it any less a shameful

act of oppression, if the Represen-

tatives of the thirty eight States uf

this great body politic and corporate

shall solemnly enact that the debt

or any part ui" the debt of thia nat ion

shall be collected out of the products

of the land and labor of a part only

of the people and not equally out of

all alike? No, sir! It would be

unjust and partial and as severely

oppressive in the one case as in the

other.
And yet such is the meaning, in-

tent, and effect of your revenue law

in reference to that portion of our

climate and soil not round in every
State, nor in every part of the same
State. But in its natural habitat it
is the staple of the farmer financial-
ly. Its fvee production supplies the
meat and bread and clothing of the
family, as well as the luxuries of re
fined and elegant social life. It
gives education and culture lo the
children ; furnishes alms to the poor ;

supplies liberal means for the pur-

chase of tariffed goods, (thus bring-
ing revenue to the Treasury,) for the
erection of useful and cuaritabie
public works, for the payment of
State, county, and municipal taxes,
and thus tends directly to suppress
agrarianism and the spirit of repudi
ation, aud for the support of the
Gospel at home and abroad. In
short, it ia the essential haws of f-

inancial prosperity and all the re
sultant benefits and blessings of
such prosperity.

How then, sir, without injustice
and oppression, can we by legisla
tion prostrate and ruin whoie com
munities, I might almost say whole

States? How can we justify our
selves in overburdening with taxes
the labor of a few localities devoted
to the production of a commodiry
specially adapted to them, and leav-

ing untaxed aud free the field labor
of other localities? I ask now, sir,
is the existing law in accord with the
spirit or letter of the Constitution?
I answer, first, the Constitution itself
declares it was "ordained to estab-
lish justice." But I have already
shown that this law establishes in-

justice and oppression ; it is there-

fore at war with this clause of that
instrument. In the second place, the
Constitution, article l,(section 2,

reads thus :

Representatives and direct taxes snail he

apportioned among the several States ichich

may be included wtikks this Union accord-

ing to tlieir respective numbers.
And again, in article 1, section 9,

clause 4 :

So capitation, or other tax shall be laid,
unless in proportion to the census or enumer-

ation hereinbefore directed to be taken.

Now, sir, to ascertain whether the
jaw under consideration is in harmo-

ny with the letter and spirit of the
Constitution, only two questions need
be answered : First, is the tax on to-

bacco a "direct tax?" and sondly.
Is the tax Gii tobacco "laid" and ap-

portioned amongr the several States
"according to their respective num-

bers" and "in proportion to the cen-

sus or enumeration?"
The answer to the first question is

an emphatic yes; incontrovertibly it
is a direct tax upon the producer
so direct that the infraction of the
law draws after it the most severe
personal penalties, the most disas-

trous fines and humiliating imprison-
ment.

The reply to the second question
is an equally emphatic no! Will any
man dare declare that the law tax
ing tobacco and whisky take any
account whatever of "numbers" or j

"proportions" in imposing its enor-

mous exactions? Why, sir, it is no

torious that some half a dozen State
and comparatively small commit- -

nities in those State are almost
the sole producers of this great ag-

ricultural staple; and yet, in the ve-

ry teeth of the prohibition fixed in

the face of the Constitution, in the
plainest, most unmistakable lang-

uage, you are extorting by legisla-

tive fiat having not the ehado v of
warrant in that instrument forty mil-

lions of revenue yearly from a small
number ofcitizens of these few States
to pay the debts for which all alike
are bound.

But, sir, this feature of the law is

not only unjust and contrary to the
Constitution, but it is a hurtfui folly
a well. If the revenue it yields
must of necessity be derived from
this commodity, would it not be the
Dart of wisdom to get such revenue,

1

if it can be done, without crippling :

or crushing the producer? Aud is

it not consummate folly to wound

an important industry almost unto
death when your revenues can ha

better secured without hurting the
producer? You have so construct-
ed your tax law as effectually to

prohibit any sale by the planter ex-c- ent

to the manufacturer. As are--
17

suit, combiuatious of manufacturers
dictate the market of the raw mate
rial and effectually control it. Of
course it is their interest to reduce
and keep down the price of the
"leaf" to the utmost minimum, be-

cause every fraction of a cent sub-

tracted from the price of the raw

product is a fraction added to the
manufacturers' profits, and accord- -
ingly the prices have gone down

lower and lower to the point where

ruin and bankruptcy ate devastating
the fields and blighting the hopes of

the planter, and all this without
bringing to the revenue a single dol-

lar more than could have been raised
without any sensible damage to the

interest of the planter or his indue
trv.
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