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OUH PUBLIC LANDS.Hrwc orthcntei; i

Ie Fdblibxikd Etui Fbidat, by

head of a family ; 2d, to a widow ; 3d, to a sin-
gle man over the age of twenty-on- e. Does the

man" of the third class embrace a woman ?
such la the delicate question. Evidently "man"
does not embrace all women j for widows are
expressly mentioned in the second provision.
It can not refer to wives, for they are embraced
by "the head of a family," mentioned in the
first section. It must therefore apply, if to the
female sex at all, only to unmarried women ;

and the Land-offic- e has decided that a "man''
does embrace a spinster ; that the "man" here
spoken of is tho generic title, and applies to
both eexes. Spinsters can therefore pre-em- pt

landa under the act of 1811, provided they will
build a house on their n, and theie
reside. Poor, lonely things ! wo fear there are
not many that accept the offer, liut there n
no disputing the title of the United States
when once obtained. All complaints of the
weakness of title-deed- s, that inheritance of

have been surveyed, and are now in the market;
and there are over one billion three hundred
million acres of wild lands uneurvoyed, stretch-
ing over prairies, hills, and mountaies innumer-
able, ready for those future generations who,
n the prospect of bo much land, are "demand-

ing life, impatient to be born."
In the early days of the republic our public

lands were chiefly valued as an anticipated
source of pullio wealth. They were expected
to boar the burdens of a people just entering
into the family of nations. As oarly as De-

cember, 177G, the agont sent by tho Revolution-
ary Congress to Franco wrote home to the Com-

mittee of Secret Correspondence, predicting a
rush of emigration from Europe tn soon as
American nationality should bo determined.
And he marked out a wide triangle of territory,
with threo sides of a thousand miles each, "as
a source amply adequate under proper regula-

tions for dofraying the wholo expense of the
war, and the suma necessary to bo given to tho
Indians in purchaso of the native right."
These lauds were then universally considered
as a eource of revenuo as well as the seat or em-

pire of a nation yet to be. Lut theso pecuniary
expectation were doomed to disappointment ;

end these wil l lan Is are now chiefly used as a
atimlus to iuniisrration. an thoneansof fouud- -

: 11 1. 1 , .....n..i;n, mil.

is now due how much of our future education
and culture will heroaf ter be due to the prin-
ciple embodied in these two acts. If thia re-

public proves to be an ever-livin- g power among
the nations of tho earth, it will miinly be due
to the education communicated in these public
schools.

Thre is another aspect in which our public
lands cause tu to differ from all other nations ;

every man, the poorest, the most ignorant,
may have a farm of one hundred aud sixty
acres by agreeing to resido on it for five years.
Tho place of his birth is no opposing element
to his right to own a farm bis manhood enti-

tles him to his homestead. The Chinese, tho
Esquimaux, the Irishman, and tho Sandwich
Islander alike, may each possess his farm if he
will but become an American citizen. Prussia
may equal us in education, England and Ger
many may surpass us in the intellectual culture
of tho higher class?. ; Franco Las moro tcien-tifi- c

men; but in tho number of happy fami-
lies, where the home is owned by theso who
occupy it, tho I'm ted States has the

over every nation in the world. In En-

gland the ratio of landholders to the popula-

tion has steadily decreased for centuries. The
Doomsday-Boo- k enumerate- 43,700 owners of
real estate 111 i'.ngl.vnd tho census of 1SG1 enu-

merated only 30,770 ; so that one-thir- d of the

Susxiusjs tfartis.

MOOKK, &(0., General Dealers In Hard-- .

D ware, Stove. Cutlery. Tinware, Taints,
Oil?, Gin, etc., Lawrence, Mich.

K. A. J. L. ( HAI K k'. dealers in Dry Goods,
Vj, Clothing, Mllllnerv Goods, Uootu and Shoes,

Groceries, Hats and Caps, tjuceusware, etc.,
Lawrence, Mich.

T f. ItlDLOX, dealer lu Dry Goodi. Gtoceiie,
t) . lioote, Shoe. Oueensware, Dook, Station- -

cry, etc., Lawrence, Mich.

MAKSIUI.L, dealer in Dry Goods, Uro- -Hyi. Hats, Cap. Hoots, Shoes, and Ready
Made Clothing, Lawrence, Mich.

T 51. KISK. dealer lu Dry Goods, Groceries,
J Boots, shoes, Hats, Caps, etc., Lawrence.

dealer in Drugs, Medicines,SKOWK.Groceries, Brushes, Perfumery, etc
Prescriptions carefully prepared, Lawrence.

1 A. CROSS, dealer in Sugars, Teas, Coffee,
IT. Spice?, Yankee Nations, Flour, Fish, etc.
Cu?h paid for Butler and Eggs, Lawrence,

."' II. I'll EM'S, dealer in Harnesses. Saddles,
J dm Wliij)s. Nets, etc. Proprietor of Lawrences
Livery Stable, Lawrence, Mich.

E s. ;l.KVELANl, 91. 0., Physician and Sur-- 1

geon, Lawrence, Mich.

l ?II.MA5I II. ( LAY, Sign and C)rnamcut:d
Painter, Lawrence. Mich. House, Mgn.

and Carriage Painting, Graining, Papering and
Kalsomiiiir done to order.

MISCELLANEOUS.
ISO . Phvsiclan and Surgeon. CiliceMM Adam- -' Mills, Pino (Jrovc. Will at-

tend promptly all professional orders. Special
attention given to Surgery and tho discates of
Women and Children.

QEVEUEXS A. l;riII!0VS, Attorneys and Covin--

sclors at Law. Office 108 Main street, Kala-
mazoo, Mich.

11. r. SEVKKENS. J. c. nrunows.

VJ. PIEUCE, Civil Kngineer and County
Address, Hooker P. C, Van Buren

County, Midi.
1BAXE A X VSIf, Battle Creek, Mich, (late of

K.J Paw Paw, Midi.)
Dealers in Lumber, Shingles and Lath. Orders

for Lumber of any size and description solicited.
Will keep constantly 011 hand a full assortment
of choice Pine, Whitcwood, and other lumber.

Battle Creek. July tiith. 1ST0.

"1E0KGE T. LATOX, Attorney and Counselor
T at Law. Notary Public and Probate Judce.

Will hold Probate Court at Paw Paw, on Monday
of each week.

PA IV 1MW KA1LKOAI).
Train from Paw I'aw connect with the same

named Trains on the Michigan Central Kailroad
at Lawton, goin east and west.

LEAVE PAW PAV.
.":"0 a. m. Kalamazoo Accommodation, west.

10:M) a. m., Mail Train, east.
J:l.' p. m,, Mail west, and Way Freight east.
h:.'0 p. m. Kalamazoo Accomodation, east.
A Special Train leaves Paw Paw at 9:1.1 p. m.,

on Sundays, to connect with Atlantic Kxpress
eat.

Trains return to Paw Paw on departure ol
Michgan Central Trains from Lawton.

C. D. STEPHENSON, Supt.

MAIN LINE.
On and after Sunday, Dec. !th. liTO, Tas-eng-

Trains will leave Lawton as follows :
EAST. WET.

Mall, 10:37 a. tn. .'::( p.m.
Kalama.oo Acc. j,. 1. 5:Ss u. ir..
Evening Express Vl 'Jo a. r.i.
The Atlantic Express east on Sunday, will stoji

at Lawton, at ;Z'i t. m.
. E. S .TUENT, Gen. Sapt.

C. . 7i r.i), Ass't Gen. Supt. !

UL'TII HAVEN DIVISION.

Throe times in our national history has this
country been nearly mined by owning too much
land In the very infancy of our existanco, be-

fore tho Constitution had cradled us into cation-aht- y,

the ownership of tho broad, illimitable
acres of tho West was tho chief obstacle to un-

ion. Tho quoation was, howover, settled in a

manner most magnanimous and croditable to

theonuing states, that hastened to prosent
their outlying lands as a baptismal Rift to the
young confederacy. New York took tho lead as
early as 1781, relinquishing all her rights to ter-nto- rj

lying beyond her border. Virginia fol-

lowed her example in 1731, coding tho groat
Northwestern territory. Massachusetts relin-
quished her claims in 1785. and Connecticut in
the subsequent year. Tho modern States of
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama have all
been carved out of land. cedod by tho two Car-oliBa- sj

and Georgia. And thus the first danger
to the nascont commonwealth passed away.
Thirty years later, when the thirtaen orLjnnl
states had converted thou wild land rato arablo
farms, and when their crowded population w;u
spilling over into the adjacent torrirories, anew
diOiculty aroso intho formof government to bo
mvpn rr thoho vonnc remiblie. Should tho
pubhc lands be slave or tree was tho great polit- -

ical question of tho bogiunmg of this century.
Tho Missouri Compromise, soothing tho nation-

al conscience into quiet, sottled tho question
for one generation. But before the nineteenth
century had half rolled away it wa3 found that
tlo governmental character of our dawning
States noeded another change. After a bitter
and angry discussion of many ecsoions, squat-

ter sovereignty rulod 111 our national councils,
and tho compromise was repealed. Our thiri
and laetdangerfrom owning too much territory
thuj disappeared below tho national horizon,
ftinco that day the questions that once agitatod
tho political mind of tho nation concerning our
public lands have been settled by an appeal to
the ftora arbitrament of war. And now these
lands aro passing too rapidly into private pos-

session ever to bo likely to evolvo another quar-

rel. Kvery settlement under tho pre-empti-on

or homestead laws, and ovory railroad grant, is
an argument in favor of peace. By tho defini-
tive treaty of peaoo wi tu England in 1783 our
western boundry was fixed at the middle of tho
Mississippi. Freedom found us in tho posses-

sion of two hundred and twenty-ei- x million
acres of uninhabited land bolonging to the
States in severalty, and not to tho confederacy.
Tho colonial charters given by crowned heads,

"Who never said a foolish thing,
Nor ever did a wise one,"

had made the I'aculc the weutcrn boundary of
colonies lying on the Charles or the Merrimac.
In some instances the boundanos of the differ-

ent colonies overlapped each other, and thus
threw tho name territory within different State
limits. Conflicting colonial sovereignties hin-

dered tho organization of an effective system of
Wehtc a migration, just as the claims of rival
nationalities to our Western prairies had pre-

viously plunged the civilized world into war.
The English charters gave to each colony the
coast lino of the Atlantic and its northern and
southern limits; westward it cxtsnded to tho
ocean. The French charters, on tho otherhand
bounded thoir colonies on the St. Lawrence,
and allowed them to run southward to tho Gulf
of Mexico. In 1753 these conflicting theories
met in open contost on tho banks of tho Uiio.

Tho F.nglifii emigrant, slowly moving west-

ward, found himself hemmed in by the French
emigre slowly moving southward. Lieutenant
( iovernor Dinwiddle, of Virginia, Pent a young
engineer of grave demeanor, but of somewhat
more than ordinary promise, uamod (leorgc
Ya8hington, as hia representative, to demand

that tho French should retiro to thoir northern
fastneesos. Hut tho young embassador failed
to convince tho tubj ect ol King Louis that it
was his duty to respect tho charter of King
( ieorge. Tho French troops took possession of
the rich valley of tho hio, and young America
ralhed to drivo them out. And hero it wad be-

fore a small fort of Western Pennsylvania, now
tho city of Pittsburg, whero thousand-arme- d

Ind.;?try hammers out tho mi&btiest works of
tho forge, that (Jeorge Washington, tired tho
first Bhot of a war destined to last over half a
century; which was to roll over all of his own
country, and desolate nearly all of l'uropc;
which was to elavatotho colonies into national-
ity, and to tako away their American possesionH
I'r-i- both Franco and I'.ugland; and was only
to leave fame andgreatneH for that young on.
ginccr who lired tho first shot. Alter tho return
of peaco to this country the f evcral tates ceded
to the confederacy their titlo to tho lands lying
without their boundaries; and then tho young

nation rapidly bogan to expand its borders.
Ly tho troaty with Franco in 1K03, whereby wo

acquired ono million equaro miles of territory,
00 which wo havo Kince founded ten Stale-- , two
Territories, and portions of two more Stites;
ly the treaty of 1S19 with Spcin, whereby v.o

obtained Florida: of 184G, when Texas entcrod
tho I'nion, retaining, however, tho titio to her
own land; of 1818 and 1853 vsit'.i Mexico, when
wo received tho auriferotu grants of California,
New Mexico, I'tah, Nevada, and Montana; and

of 18f,7 with Riispia, that gavo 1:3 snow-boun- d

Alaska wo increased our public lands seven-

fold, adding over one thctmnd eix hundred
millions of acres to tho national territory. Wo

thus became lords of 1,831,938, 1C0 acres of land,

a domain eullkiently capacious to bo carved up

into twenty-fou- r countrios each of the Fiza of

Fngland, Ireland. Scotland, and Wii'ea com-

bined; capable of supporting a population of

poven hundrod and twenty millions of people of

tho average density of .rcat Britain, or more

than half tho population now living on tho giol e.

Of this cnormoua amount of torntory, tho un-

divided inheritance of tho American pcoplo, and

hold in trust for them, and for any ono of every

nation who will becomo one of them, about
four hundred and forty millions of acrca havo
been parted with by sale, by n and
homestead rights, by donations, by school and
college grants, for canalj and railroads, and by
military grants, to the oM soldiers of tho Rev-

olutionary ar, and of tha new er eoldicrs of tho
wars of 1812, of 1317, cn l of Indian wara of

d.ite- -. Scvcnfv million acre? tr.oro

S. T. COUWAY.
OrncE ConKRR Kalamazoo axd I'aw Taw St.

TEH21S OF SUHSCMPTIOX,
1.50 a Yeah, Im Advaxcb..
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business (:ufcs.

KNOWLKS, Attorney and Counselor at
JOHN and Solicitor in Chancery. Agent Tor

Hartford and other Insurance Companies. Office
corner Main and Kalamazoo streets, over T. L.
Roes' store, Taw Paw, Mkh. bi:J

Ai lUUM'M, Attorneys nnd
STEI'MENSOX and Solicitors in Chancery,
Agents fur Hartford and Noith American Insur-
ance Companies. Olllcc over National Hank,
Taw Paw, Mich.

THOS. M.STia'HESsoN. I. K. r.AKM'M.

riMlKOlMIHK E. 1IKMWM U. Attorney andCoun-- 1

dor at Law, Notary l'ublif. and Justice of
tho Veaee. Oil'.ce north hW Main Urcet, lt door
vest of Nile?, l'aw l'aw. Mich.

IIILES L. 111(11, Attorney, Counselor and
C1I1Solicitor. Oltlce opposite the Court JIou?e,
liw l'.i iv, Mich. f"--

7 ixiWKWS. II. ! n.yic!an and Surcn.
I . o:!ke over Kilhurn & lliulHUi's store, I'aw

I'aw, Mich.

S. M UNALP. M. Kelect'.c Physician and
C1 Surtrcon. OHlee. in Peninsular Mock, first
door wet of Court House, up-s- t ilr, I'aw I'aw.

I I. TIIOMA. 1. Eclectic Fhyrdcian and
J .'Sur'eoii. O'licoon M;V.n ttreet, first build- -

rastof Court Hoso tqu are, Paw
IMw, Mich.

T N. lMMTEI!. Photoirranher, and dealer in
Picture Frame, stereoscopes and stereo

scopic views, Aiouiuings, r.ui:ravin:;-- , iiuuii..
and Lithograph. Rooms on Kalamazoo street,
opposite the Dyekman Hoi.se, I'aw raw, Mich.

COOK. Teacher of Music, and dealer in
1"M5EN Organ, Melodious, Strings, At

Piccolos, Mouth Orpins, Sheet Music; In-

struction Hooks, etc. Rooms over C. It. Jt i E.
Avery's, store, Paw Paw, ilich.

FHEK3IAN, Produce Dealers and17ITCII Commission Merchants, also dealers in
Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Staves, Spokes, etc.
Bills of Lumber sawed to order. Always on
hand a good supply of Salt, Water Lime, Grand
Rapids Plaster, etc. Olllcc near depot.

H.7ITCU. .1. 11. FliKEMAN.

Fashionable Barber and HairIKOKERTS, Shop in Dyckmau House, Paw
Paw, Mich.

Mtt'ltAI) MCH, Fashionable Tailor, beintr inC rereiot of the latest New York Fashions is
prepared to do all kinds of work in the latest
btyle. Shop over T. L. Ross' store, Paw Paw.

AX W. ROWLAND, County Clerk, Notary
ORPublic and Conveyancer. Deeds, Mortgages,
Contracts, and all kinds cf Conveyances drawn
on the shortest notice, and at the usual rates.
Office in the Court House, Paw Paw, Mich.

T 15. HAWKIXS. Broker, Notary Public and
V . Conveyancer. Office owe door east of tho

Dyekman House, Paw Paw, M'.ch.

HOUSE, J. M. Longwell, Pro;'torDYCKMIX Mich. Stage- - leave daily for South
Haven, Liwrence, Hartfor, Breedsvill a a d Mill
bar

1LIET0X HOl'Sl.--, Alfred Bruh. Proprietor.
(Strictly Temperance.) Paw I'aw, Mich.

F. LLKX. Manufacturer and Dealer inC NATIVE WINKS, Paw i'aw, Midi.

Haknes Snor, Over Meld.or'sBl'TCIIEKS's Main Street, Paw Paw. Mich.
(Jive us a call.

roX'iVAY, Plain and OrnamentalST. Handbills Posters. Card. Letter
and Bill Heads. Book, blank and all kinds of plain
and Colored Printing executed with neatius t;nd
dispatch, Tr.rn Nohtiii:kni:u office.

A11LS HKOS., Dealers in Heavy Hardware,
11 and Slielf Goods, stoves. Tin, Copper, an i

Sheet Iron, corner Main and Jialamazo.i streets,
Paw Paw Mich.

T MK1IX, Meat Market and General ProduceI 1dm Driler. Cash, paid for Butter, Ki'gs, Pork,
Beef, ere. Cnrnvr Oak and Kalamazoo street,
north of Dyekman House, Paw Paw, Mich, b.'o

A. IIAKKISOX, Bral Estate, Loan and In-- .
C1 siiiaiice Agent. Money to loan on improved
unincumbered farm for one or more yeai . Cv!

U7IM.UMS0X MASdX, Proj)rietor of Planing
sidj of the river. Lumber

dre-sj- d: Mouldings made to order. Dressed
lumber lor sale. Jl

rpilOMAS L. BOSS, Dealer in Staple and Fancy
L Dry (iools, Heady Made Clothing, Boots,

Shoes, Hats. Caps, Carpct'ngs, etc. '1 he high-
est market price paid fwr wheat. Jl

P. ALI.EX, dealer H Furniture, Cabinet
1M Ware, Upholstery, etc. Wnrerooms ieco:.d
door ea-- t of the Po.--t OiHce, Paw Paw, Mich. NJ1

B. EMEKY. Livery, Sale and Accommodationi) Stable. Best, tiirnoii's in 1 lie-- County.--(irem- ps

street, Paw Paw, Mich, Sil

IIOYT. Milliner, and dealer in li kind ofMil. Good- -, lioom- oi.r P. S.uit'i
Co.'s st(ne. Paw Prw, Midi.

HY1X IH.l'SKX, Fashionable P.oot and Shoe
Ladies, (Jents and Misses Boots,

Siioes and Gaiter made to order in first cla
ttylo. I'epairlng done on reasouablc terms rnd
ut sliort notice. Shop lirst door south of North-fi:m;:- i

Otilce, up stairs. l

IIIIST NATIONAL BVXK, of Paw Paw. Office
1 north side of Main street, 5 doors west of
Kalamazoo.

A. SIIEUMAN, mils. r. o. nnu.os, caii n.

H ABWK K & LAND'S Livery Stable, Paw Paw,
Michigan, is the largest and best equipped ofany in the. county. Kino hurscs, new and elegant

rarriages to let. OiTice and Stables north-eas- t of
Dyekman House, north side of Oak ftreet. !:2l

DECATUR DIRECTORY.
ijtisinccs (CiUvls.

IOSIKU A 1 1 KI.H, A 1 1 om evn TiTTToi; n sel ors
1 and Solicitors in Chancery. mice in

!'oor' Block, Decatur, Mich.
NKWT.iN OH AIl W. riKl.l).

LJ I O.N AIKKKP. Attorney! anrl Coi:ti-i-lor- a
at Law nnl Solicitor in Chancery. Will at-

tend to ro'.lrrtinu' an.l remit pnmiptlv. Of.iceover Cha-lwi- k's. More, DcT.itnr, Midi... 11, t.TToX. vol. It. Tl ( K i:Ji.

Dl. K. 4. KIM;. Spik.kon I)fntit. O.T;rc'.v
?eidei,eo on Doleware Mrrtet. oik; tloor we-- t

ol Abbott' Store, Decatur Mich.
l)n. Kino inform the inhabitant of thi Connty that he ha closed hi oflice nt Kahunaon andlocated at Decatur, where tie nil! bo happy to ;

hi old patron nnj others wlu may w d th ger-ric- e

ol a Dentit. Nl

I C. IIOLUKS, Photographer, All work clone.tl . inthebcM. Myleof the Alt. Ilmiri '.ic toL--.

ln' necaiive, iron y a.m., to i v.y. Dalije
taken Mondays ami Tiie.-day-- .' 1 'i f 1; ro

Fratne of all kind ou hanJ. Kooin in I'oor'
I'.lork, Decatur, Mich. s,o "

nl'. ( III l: II. Jit-li- ce of the IWc7a?t.
r. OiiUe o.r r II. Clmrc !i' (Jron rv

Decatur, Mich. sy.i

IKMVD, (teneral Dealer In l'arnflv ;rt. eric. Crockery, etc Tea made a per!;i:ty. phelpi
rill l I, lVI .UUl, .! It II.

! past centuries to other lands, are unknown
hero ; there is a certainty of ownership. Re-- 1

ferring to the causes of weakness of the Iio-rn- an

state, the imperial authcr of the "Life of
Ctesar" speaks of tho.agTarian interest as an in-

cessant sour.-- of irritation ; so that that feenee
of proprietorship which is to-da- v the corner-- !

etoae of the stability of every modern etate
was then tho chief eourc3 of its weakness.
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uceu Avcii ueuuou. - r ew iitie-ciee- existed,
and those which could be produced were often
unintelligible." 'ecupancy of territory wa

then the chief muniment of titlo ; to-da- y the
records of the nation furnish the grounds of
possession.

Immigration, and tha rapid growth of popu-
lation in families where each child is an addi-

tion to its producing power, has rapidly con-

verted our Wefetern prairies into civilLzed com-

munities. Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois. Indiana,
and Missouri havo changed their treeless wastes
only known to tho Indian and the buffalo, into
happy Christian homes, where refinement and
education universally prevail ; and yet the most
eastern and the mo3t thickly populated of them
all old enough to have over four thousand
miles of railroads within its borders Ohio, has
only fourteen million acres of its lands im-

proved ; over eleven millions are yet in the
condition of swamp, forest, or common. In
1787 government sold to one company from
Massachusetts a fract of land in Ohio not far
from one million of acres the largest real es-

tate trade ever made in the I'nited States.
The next year Mr. J. C. Symnies contracted
with the Hoard of the Treasury for the pur-
chase of another million, including the land
where Cincinnati now etands ; but ho was un-

able to consummate his enormous agreement,
and only succeeded in obtaining the trilling
amount of three hundrod and eleven thousand
acres. But Ohio, as the oldest of onr Western
States, tells the ploasing etory that timber can
be had even in the most unarable part of the
country. Scientific men tell us that the de9ert3
of Arabia and Africa may bo clothed withmighy
forests by observing certain conditions ; ani
Ohio confirms the theory that tcience origi-

nates. When that State began to be settled,
three-quarte- rs of a century ago, most of it3
territory outeide the fat valleys of the two s,

the Scioto, and tho Maumee were "bar-
rens." No foliage could be discovered for hun-
dreds of milei, savo on the banks of a fow
streams ! Fires would consume the young trees
that nature trieed to lift into the air. To-da- y

land in that State has advanced one hundred-
fold in value, and vet one of the most profit-
able uses to which it can he put ia the growth
of timber. Aud Ohio, with a population of
over two and a half millions of souls, has more
timber on it to-d- ay than it had eighty-on- e year
ago, when Fort Washington was erected on
tho site now occupied by Cincinnati. Trees wil
aye grow while we are sleeping, Scott tells ua ;

and the barren steppes of Nebraska, Kansas,
and I' tab aro yet to bloom and blossom like
tho roso in tho garden of their settlers, and to
hava thou forests flourish like the cedars of
Lebanon. Wood grows on our Western prai-

ries in advance of the demand for it.

For the eghty years of our national existence
wo have offered citizenship to ail who canaa
among us to dwell. For tho past eight years
wo have added to the citizenship a homestead
of one hundred and sixty acres. The conse-
quence of this legal generosity baa been the
addt.ion fciuce 1790 of ten millions to our pop-

ulation ; and that these ten millions have con-

tributed to our national wealth at least four
huudred millions of dollar p. As a nation we

aro now worth twenty-fiv- e or thirty billions of
dollars, and rapidly growing in material pros-

perity. ur annual earnings aro not far from
ten billions, of which nine-tent- may be used
for our annual consumption : the other tenth,
embodied in dwellings, railroad., stocks, etc.,
becomes part of our fixed property. The cen-

sus of 1C0 shows that wo had 113,000 school--- ,

and 118,712 teachers; the census of 1S7J will

probably give ui 125,C00 schools, and nearly
ten millions of pupils. Such is tho cousequenc3

of an early wiaa legislation that looked upon

our public lands as a trust for tho people, not
for the favored fow ; as a boon sent from our

Heaves ly Father, who would have us estimate
education above weaUh. and manhood as of
more value thau capital.

front l,(wlou,

l.Awi&N, March. 21st, 1S7I.

Fditoh of TurE NonrnEnxEn ; The Co.
Convention held at Lawrence on tho ltli, was
well attended, and good feeling, and perfect
harmony provailed. Mr. Henry . I. Kellogg of
Portor was unanimously nominated as Candi-
date for Co. Supt. of Schools. A better, or
moro w orthy selection could not have bcenmada
in tho Co. !o is very popular among the Ed-
ucators of our own and adjoining counties, and
rank. high a i a scholar and citizen. There is

j no question that his learning, extensive expe- -

Trains Westward.
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nd giving a homestead to every
ono who v. ill live on them. Over sevonty-nv- o

millioiifj of acres have boeu granted lor schools
and colleges. Twenty-tw- o millions more have
loe-1- appro riat e l to build railroads, ami twelve
millions for other purposes. Sixty millions

have been bentowod on the bravo defenders of

their country, thoir widows and children ; forty
four thousand acre have been used for deaf-and-du-

a,vluui3, and tLirteen-million- a

for the use of Indian tribes, And all

this has boon done systematically, thoroughly,
and legally. Tho public doraainB have been
looked upon as a gift, hold by tho nation In trust
for its future inhabitants, and no selfish or nar-

row views have withheld the lands from their
intended proprietors. Kvery head of a family,
every widow, every single man (or woman) over

tho age of twenty-on- e, has boon invited to select
his own farm, the only condition attached to tho
gift being its live years' cultivation. And yet so
rapid is the appreciation in value of the land,
when once settled on, that it is found by ex-

periment that from forty to fifty per cent, of
those who enter their land, under tho provis-

ions of the homestead law, expecting to receive
a gratuitous deed, prefer to pay for them rather
than wait five years for tho consummation of
their titles. The law practically gives them fi vo

years in which to find a purchaser. Even after
lands have boon occupied four years and nine
months, end threo months longer would have
given an undisputed title without cost, the
claimants have been known to pay the govern-

ment price rather than lose the chance of a good
sale.

if among other governmental bureaus a mar-

riage bureau were located at Washington, its
data would f urnieh tho best test of our national
prosperity. A good crop is alwaj s followed by
an increase of marriage and posUl receipts.
Next to maritil statistics the public landa fur-

nish our best national thermometer. When
tho country is prospering, when agriculture
pars and labor is in demand, land is easily ab

sorbed. It passosvery rapidly from ltd wild
state into cultivated homes. But when times
are hard, improvements are few and progress
slow. During the first eleven years of our con --

stitutional existance, when wc were slowly and
painfully proving our right to bo, land was only
taken up at the rate of a hundred thousand acres
ayoar. By lbUJ tuo saios realized itS7Ua,ui.

l T)Uring tho war with Wi eat Lritain tho sales
! largely fell oil' ; but with the roturn of prosper

ity they recuporatod, till in 1319 they netted
over t hreo millions of dollars. During ( ; eneral
Jackson's administration, when paper currency
and papor cities added such a fictitious value
to the charms of nature, land was in great de-

mand ; tho sales for 1335 realized fourteen
millions of dollars ; for 183G, twenty-on- e mil-

lions. The momentary revulsions of the next
fow years brought tho sales in 1312 down to
nearly a million of dollars. From 1850 to 1855

j they averaged not far from ten millions a year,
but in 18C2 they only amounted to 125,019.
The homestead laws and college and railroad
grants will probably koep tho future receipts of
Hales from bind at low figures. Tbey now re-

alize about threo milhous a year.

in two respects tho United States difTer from
all other nations, aru wuperior to moat other
nations, and both tlicso aro mainly due to the
lirgo quantity of our public land-- . One of
thcrjo differences 19 tho extent of our common
sclool system, not moro m tho present than in
tho rich promise of the future ; and if this na-

tion shall ever acquire a culture distinctively
American, it will spring from tho noblo and
generous uaoof wild lands as a support of com-

mon fchools. Inthofiret "ordinanco for as--

cortaining tho mode of disposing of lands in
j tue Western territory" Congress enacted that
'

Lot No. 1G of every township should be reeerv- -

ed for tho maintenance of public schools with-
in said township. Asthcroaro thirty-si- x lots
of G 10 acres each in every township,

part of all our lands was tlnu conse-

crated to tho cause of education. But, as if
thi wero not enough, a subsequent act gavo
Lot No. 3G also for school purposos ; so that
now in every township that shall ever bo incor-

porated in our boundless West, twolve hundred
and eighty acres, or eight farm3 of tho average
size of 1C0 acres each, the wholo of tho mini-
mum vahio of sixtoju hundrod dollars, of an
actual averago of seven thousand dollars, or
thereabouts, are reserved for oducatonal pur.
poses. Hon. .Icecph S. Wilson, of Washing-
ton, who is the highest authority in tho t'nited
States 011 all questions relating to public lands
and their uses, estimates that to-d- there aro
ton million persons in this country who might
roccivo instruction in thosa public schools.
Aud to educate this generation, and their chil-

dren, and their chil lron'fl childron to all futuro
ages, part of til tho land in tho
great West over eight hundred million acres--is

pledged. Seventy-eig- ht million acres have
already been devoted to thi purpose, besides
six or eoven millions for agricultural colleges
and other inpfitutions of learning. It i impos-
sible to e.iy how nu. h of our national education

real estato own?rs 0 England have been swal
lowod up by tho other two-thir- within the latt
eight centuries ; there are only two landholders
now where thero wero threo then. Tho wholo
pxnded property of England is ownod by lees
than part of
tho poople! And, under tho law of primogen-
iture, that terrible disproportion is rapidly in-

creasing. In this country there are nearly eix
millions of landholders against tho thirty thous-o- f

England. The fiscal year 1SC9 alono gave
two and a half millions of a?ros to homeeteid
and pre-ompti- settlers. And that same year
converted nearly eight million acres, represent- -
ing sixty thousand estates, from wild lands in- -
to arable farms, ea:h the happy homo of its
rustic posseesor. So that this single year made
twice tho numbor of freeholders in the l uited
States that England pos-ess- with her ton cen-

turies of civilizod existence. D oes not this
significant difference of the ownership of real
property offer tho true explanation of the lit
erary fact that, with popul ations nearly tho
same, this country Las threo thousand fivebuu- -
dred newspapers, Great Britain only thirteen
hundred and seventy-two- ?

The homestead act of 1SG2 gives to every
naturalized foreigner a homo farm of one hun-
dred and sixty acres. No lands thus acquired
"shall in any event become liable to the satis-
faction of agy debt or debts contracted prior
to tho issuing of the patent therefor" all fu-

ture improvements in theso homes aro untroub-
led by the remembrance of past indebtedness.
When the homettead settler dies before the ex- -

piration of his five years, his heirs may contin- -
ue the settlement and cultivation of tho estate,
and thus obtain a perfect title. When both pa-

rents die, leaving infant heirs, their title not
yet consummated, tho farm may be eold for
cash for the benefit of tho heirs, tho purchaser
receiving a titlo direct from the government.
But tho settler can havo but one chance to ac-

quire a homestead ; if ho sells or deserts his
first claim, he can never acquire another. Tho
sale of a homested right not only gives no ti-

tle to tho purchaser, but is treated as prima
facia evidenco of abandonment, and tho orig-

inal claim is canceled.
There Era five modes of acquiring title to the

public lands we are speaking of, and theee are;
1st, by purchase at public sale ; 2d, by private
purchase ; 3d, by the application of a 'and war-

rant ; 4th, by pre-empti- ; and 5th, undor the
homestead law. Occasionally largo quantities
of land are offered at public auction, pursuant
to proclamation by the President, or to public
notico from tho Land-offic- e. When lands thus
offered are not disposed of at tho minimum
rato of a dollar ond a quarter tho acre, they
may afterward bo purchased at that rate for
cash or by a land warrant. Intho enormous
railroad grants, which it is tho Congressional

fashion 0 the day to bestow, government gives
up to the future railroad every alternate sec-

tion of land ; for tho alternate section reserved
it obtains a double price, or 2.59 an acre. It
thus builds tho railroad by giving it half tho
land it trverses. It repays itself for this gen-

erosity by charging double price for the half
left, because of its proximity to a railroad. It
builds tho railroad by doubling tho price of land
to tho future settler along tho line.

Before these days of railroads lands wero
only parted with for cash, or as a reward fcr
military service. The warrants given for par-
ticipation m tho Revolution aro e till looked up-

on in many Now England families as proud
proofs of ancohtral connection with tho great
struggle for Independence, framed in paint-
ed pino, hung up in tho rarely opened fann-hous- o

parlor, they invest the present genera-
tion with the virtues of 177G. Occasionally
theso warrants, blackened by time, find thoir
way through the market into tho I.

necessities or family divisions havo ob-

literated tho counectiou of tho warrauts with
the Bovolutionafy services of tho past, and
clothed them with th e poeuniary valuo of tho
present. But wo doubt if Mr. deorgo Pea-bod- y,

who a few. years Binco obtained a land
warrant for pome slight participation 111 tho war
of 1812, over sold that military memento of
his early days.

So simple is tho land wystem of this country
that but few legal questions havo arisen under
titles granted by tho I'nitod States : most of
thce ditiicultios find their source in grants
made by foreign governments of lands subse-

quently becorao ours by treaty. In acquiring
territory tho I'nited Statoa have stipulated in
all their troaties to protect private property ;

and thus our Jurists havo had to decido cn Ca-

lifornia titlos of land granted in largo amounts
by Spanish and Mexican authorities, nearly
worthless when given away, bat rendered very
valuable when taken under the protecting tvgis

of tho American eagle in j.oui?iana inoeaiiio
di faculties havo arisen tho construction of
tho oarlv French r atonts. One of the few lo

gal questions under our own laws arose from
tho wording of the pre emption law of 1311.

Tho privilege of pre-empti- is extended to
three classes : 1st. to every person being tho

. i. SABGENT. Gen. Sv.pt. M. C. B. B.
G. E. Crr.TisL, Ass't Supt.
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On an I .lUer Monday, December Oth, 170,
Train- - will r.ni .t leib.w.--- , viv.

TRAINS F.AST.

Stations, Mc t fi. Ex. A it'n L. irtibt
A. M. ; m. a. y.

Climax. 1,4. ii,:;o
Battle Creek 2,0.' 12.11
Ucllcvuc, 5,:t; .',42 !.opm
Olivet, :,;! 2. or, 4,22
C l.arlotfe, 1 j ;:.2o 4.5.
Potterville, Vij :;,io 0,40
Lansing, 7.10 4.13 O.oO

TRAINS WEST.
A. )!. P. V. A, M.

Laniiai., 1 (),:. 7,10 7,10
Potterville 11,24
Charlotte, 11,15 S.2J
Olivet, 1 2.0.S p m Ms
Dellcvuc, 12,2. y,i.' y,3."

liattlc Creek, 12,55 '.),00 10,40
Climax, 1,:;0 10,15 11.20
All train. n the rcnin?u!ar Hailw.ty make

eler-- and irniucdiatc connections at J'attlo
Creek, with all trains L'nst and Weft on tbc
Michigan Central, and at Charlotte with nU
trains Iv.ift and Wet on tho Grand River Val-
ley Division, and ut Lansing with nil trains
North and South on the Jackson, Lansing and
Faginaw, and Ior.ia and Laning HailioaJs.

Traius are run on Chica) Time.
L. D. D I HULK, l'rt?. A (Jen. Sup't.

Battle Creek. Dec. 5th. 170. 2:1

MRS. IIOYT.
Has ust opened ft fplcndid aeeortment of

NEW MILLINEBY GOOD,
Which bho offers at very low figures. Call and
she will make-- prices suit, and fhow goods that
will pleaso you. Booms over K. Smith it Co's.

Paw Paw, Nov. 15, 1870. M)5!y

Particular Notice.
Meser. IIOWK A; CO V having sold out thoir

Ilard-U'ar- o busincps hereby give notico to all
persons indebted to them to call at once and
settle their ao ounts,aa it is of great importance
to them to clono up all their business matters
before leaving town.

March 2d, 1871. 831 1 1

ricnc0t ability, energy, and integrity of char-i- n

j actci.f COmblno to make him withoui'a rival for
this important position. Wo expect to elect
Lira ly a large majority, aa he will command
vote irrespective of party orgimzations. uc
ccstoour Nominee.

FDrc.vr.o.v.


