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THEY SHATTER SYNTAX.

CONGRESSMEN VIOLATE CRAM-
: MAR AND ITS RULES.

How Some Speeches Ave Corrected—Avw-

| oruge Number of Letters Recelved Dally
by a Member of the Houso--Rush of the
Beod Season.

—

Grammar in the House.
UR Washington
correspondent says:
Grammatically the
House (s not a
fallure; that I8 to
say, the grammar of
the Fifty-second
Congress Is not aa
bad as might be ex-
peoted. The House,
as a rule, I8 a curi-
s gus constructor of
P false ayntax, and it
is only a question
of degreo as to how
far the rules of
of grammar are to
be violated and all
jj+ order and prece-
' | dents shattered,
But In the matter of diction, to the
surprise of all mankind, the present
'Houss is far in advance of Its Immedi-
ate predecessor. Strangers in the gal-
leries have watched with wonder the
lightning-like speed of the stenograph-
ers taking down speeches which are
being made for the benefit of the con-
stituents of Buncombe County. They
have listened to members whose worgds
lap like shingles on a roof and whose
sentences are telescoped worse than a
railroad eollision, and have marveled at
tho skill of the stenographers who'make
such a speech appear verbatim in the
Jecord of the following morning.

But all this is as nothing compared
with the skill, diplomaey, and discretion
which has to be exercised by those enme
stenographers to get these speeches ar-
ranged In grammatical form. The sup-

position the country around may be |

that Congress, as it furnishes the laws
and the precedents in all parlinmentary
patters, might be accepted as authority
on grammatical construction, and that
the standard diction as well as the law
of tha nation might ba found in the
House; but as a matter of fact civil
gorvice reform, sound currency and
ethics of statesmanship (as badly treat-
ed as they are) are not as grossly as-
saulted as is the English language—the
curreney of speech. Every dialect that

‘the nation knows is exemplified in some |

moember of this assemblage of slates-
men.

As a general rule the intelligence of o
Kongress might be estimated by lts
speoch. If this test were to be applied
to the present Congress, I have the
word of the stenographers for it, this Is
far nbove the average, Some of our
ablest statesmen, however, have been
very rugged in speech, and therefore it
will not do in every case to let a Con-
gress be judged by its grammar. The
stenographers tell me that the Fifty-
first Congress was conspicuous for poor
grammar. Ireely translated, the short-
hand reporta of the Fifty-first Congress
would be a literary curiosity, It may
be that this Congress has not gone far
enough yet for a fair comparison, but up
to the present polnt a very falr record
has been produced in the construction

of English sentences. The gift of gab | budding into womanhood asking his

has boen bestowed froely upon the gen- | _
| allowing

tlemen in whose hands or upon whose
tongues rests the fate of this great and
glorious ecountry temporarily. Yet
should a report of one day's proceedings
in Congress be printed in the very lan-
guage of the House It would make cu-
rious and very interesting reading.
Comparatively few even of the most
learned and intelligent men in Congress
follow a perfect diction in debate. The
stenographers make a report of every
word and almost every sound that oc-
curs upon the floor, though a great deal
of editing is done befora that copy is
sont to the printer. If in the morning’s
Record the grammatical construction is
accurate, it is due t) their cargful euper-
wision, and It {8 curious what tact and
diplomacy has to be exercised to bring
this about. The report of a speech is
generally eubmitted to the member‘de-
livering it for revision, if he deslres, but
corrections of grammatical construction
are seldom made by members them-
salves, and often it wounld be impossible
to get the consent of a member for a
correction of an obvious error., Usually
the stenographer makes these corree-
tions in transoribing his notes, and it is
not infrequent for a member to notice
the ocorrection and take cxceptions to
it, insisting upon being correctly report-
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ed as to his very language, In order to
got good language Into the report the
stenographers often have to make a plea
of Inaccuracy on their part and take the
blame for omissions and changes which
they are compelled to make. There
have been cases whers members have
corrected proof and restorad their own
Inacourate expressions for the corrected
manuscript of the reporters, and it has
been necessary to lose this revised
proof and receive some slight censure
for it in order to preserve the respect-
abllity of the Record.

During this Congress the reporters
have Pad comparatively little difficulty
upon this score. The new members
who have been doing a considerable
amount. of talking have proven them-
soives not only speakers of considerable
utclty In force and effectivences, but
io
of En

finished and capable constructors
ish sentences. Bailey, the long-
b young Texan, has astonished the
sienographers by the delivery of fres,
off-hand speeches, which, while daliv-
ered with great rapldity, have been
smooth and well balanced and almost
entirely free from errors in construction,
The tame may be considered of Bryan
of Neoraska, who came in with the u
“.'.iln ;h(l:eh throw tlllsr Farmers' -
ARco ONgross, s speeches have
been printed in ver)y language

of #helr dellvery without vlola«
tlon of the canons of good
taste. Watson, of Georgla, who was the
Farmers' Alliance camdidate for Speaker,
is not an educated man, though an ex-
ceedingly fluent talker, yot his speoches
require very little editing. The young
moembers from Massachusetts write bet-
ter than they speak, but the English
language does not suffer distortion upon
thelr tongues even while they are em-
b barrassed In their speech before this
new and august assemblage. A number
of the members have been raised in ignor-
ance up to manhood and have acquired

their information in later years, and it Is |

curlous how thelr earller training or
lack of training exhibits itself in the
heat of debate, Jerry Simpson and
Farmer Davis, whoars the great literary
men of the Alllance party, are very
accurate and strong writers, Davis In
particular prides himself upon his liter-
ary attalnments, yot in thelr speeches
they both fly off the track entirely and
shatter syntax in every sentence.

A Congressman’s Mall
One day's mail of a Congressman, if
well selected, would furnish material for
a romance., One might naturally eon-
c¢lude that the thousands of letters dis-
tributed among mombers each day dealt

; only with clalms against the Govern-

ment—pension cases and the dry detalls
of legislation, with here #nd there a
pathetic appeal from poverty for assist-
ance, but there is a groat deal more than
this in a Congressman's mail. Anaver-
age of about eighty thousand letters per
month pass through the House Postofllca
into the hands of the Representatives to
be read and answered, During last
month 77,770 letters were received, and
nearly ag many sent out,

One could hardly imagine the curious
subjects with relation to which peopla
write to their Roprosentatives in Con-
gress and the confidence which is shown
in these letters. A member from the
South showed a leiter the other day
written to him by a woman living in theo
country, the simplicity of which proves
ita sincerity, and the object of which
was to seek his aid and advice in o mat-
ter of virtue and morality personal to
the writer. It Is notan uncomimon thing
for parents who cannot agree upon a
gultable name for their young offepring
to refer the matter to thelr member for
advice., Some of the West Virginia
members get a good many letiers of this
sort. One member got a letter the other
day from the mother of a presumably
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buxom and beautiful country lass just

08 to the advisability of
the young lady to marry a
young man_who was paying court to
her, and giving a full description of
the young man's character and prospects
in order to enable the member the more
readily to come to a conclusion, An-
other letter came from a young lady
whose true love course was running the
usual rugged way and wlo sought the
member's wisdom for the solution of
problems which she and her lover could
not settle. These are but examples of
a great many such letters which are re-
ceived by members who represent re-
mote districts, where the simplicity of
uncultured nature prevails, Some of
the questions propounded by these sim-
pie people would puzzle a Bolomon, and
a member experiences no little embar-
rassment in answerlng them, though he
who has the wisdom to speak like a
Delphio oracle is in a fair way to make
himself solid with his people, gettin

eredit for it where his advice proves goo

and not running much risk of censure In
any event.

The number of lettera received by
members in the House vary from five or
ten a day, which s about the extent of
the mall of Mr. Gelssenheimer of New
Jerscey, to 260 each day, which is about
the average number of letters received
each day by Mr. Harter of Ohio. Mr,
Harter having sent antl-silver circulars
all over the country, Is roceiving replies
which swell his dally] mails to the high-
eat noteh,
of the House equals him. That other
member is O’Donnell of Michigan, who
being an avowed candidate for the nom-
Ination as Governor of Michigan, is
writing to and receiving letters from
people throughout the State. Dalzell
who I8 laying his wires to succeed Mr.
Quay in the Senate, receives an nverage
of about 200 letters n day. HRepresenta-
tives Huff and Enochs have been get-
ting about 200 letters a day during the
session. Lodge of Massachusetts has
a steady run during each session of
Congress of about I50 every day, while
Wilson of Kentucky, Peel of Arkansas,
Pendleton of West Virginia, and Houk
of Tennessee run close up to him in
their nvérage. As a rule members rep-
resenting city districts recelve less mail
than any others in Congress and alto-
gether are very much less troubled by
their correspondence,

The seed season is just now beginning
and the members from rural districts
are overwhelmed with letters from con-
gtituenta asking for seeds, which are
given out by the Agricultural Depart-
ment, a certain proportion to each dis-
trict. Each member has about 8,800
packages of seed and 800 agricultural
reports to distribute, and most of
the country members have already al-
exhausted their stock. Meredith, of
Virginia, whosa constituents appear to be

opinion

| breaking a great deal of ground for the

spring planting, has for several weoeks
been getting an averagoe of fifty reques’s
each for seed, and Holman has alread

responded to lefters exhausting his full
8,800 packages., Beesides all the letters
which members of the Houso receive,
each gets dally a copy of five papers,
which are sent free by the publishers,
and an average of fifty country weeklies
are roceived by each member whose
district lies outside of the large oities,
The great burden of this vorrespondence
lies in the fact that those men who get
the most letters are usually the repre-
sentatives of a olass of lo who in-
sist that replies must be written by the

themsel

members
7e8 and not by the seo-

But about one other member :
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{81 each a might, with blankets fur-

VICE, DEATH, SILVER.

FEATURES OF COLORADO'S
NEW MINING TOWN. |

Leents,

Every-Day Sights pnd Soenes in Crovde,
the Latest Mecea of tie Prospector and l
Gambler—-A Mushroom Town Luilt Over |

n Ureck.

Cracde and Jimtawn, ’

Creede s o typieal Western town,
without a government, writes a cor-
respondent. *The silver tinds ave cer- ’
tainly here, not to the extent that |
Colorado real estate men would hieve
one believe, but at the same time in
paying quantities.  There are far |
richer mines in the State, but being
older and better developed the eredu-
lous could not be induted to floek in
numbers suflicient to line the pockets
of the Denver and Pueblo real estate
dealers, who must either abandon
their business or build a city.  They
chose the latter, and they have suc-
ceeded,

There are two towns, Creede and
Jimtown, the latter the outgrowth of
the former, and muech the larger of
the two. Take two great hills and
place them 100 feet apart, with a
swift ereek running between, with no
attention paid to straight lines, and
you have the site of the [amous

]
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nished, or without blankets only 50
The Puallman Company has
wlso entered the hotel business, leay-
ing on the side-track from three to
ten sleepers, in which the anxious
specitlator ecould find a hed on pay-
ment of 81, providing he eould cateh
the conductor in time to pay in his
money and secure his ticket., The
“restaurants” are even more pumer-
than the hotels, for we are all
on the European plan here. A small
sheet-iron stove, a board for a table.
two dozen dishes, a male cook who,

Oiis

cowboy style, wears a broad-brim hat

and carries a pipe in his mouth, con-
stitute a restaurant, the general ovder,
times a day, being ham or

polatoes on the side, cooked in what-

ever style the vietim may desire, pro- |

vidaed he contlnes his order to boiled
or fried.

What has made Creede famous?

| There has been a find of silver-bear-

ing ore casily washed and in suMcient
to bring goowd returns.
There are, at present, four producers,

working, outside and in, but 300 men

0133 a day each, or $1less than ispaid |

in other mines. As soon as the
necessary tramwavs and shutes are
completed so that the ore can be
loaded direct from the mines into the
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VIEW OF CAETSDE. CHWLOTA™M 8 NEWEAT MINING CAMP.

Creede.  Build In that space three

rows of buildings, such as there are

here, two against each high wall and

one over the ercek b, and yvou have

manufactured to order the eity bullt

by speculators, remembering that the

buildings, s a4 rule, are mere shacks,

such as any mining camp can show,

The town is three-quarters of a mile

long, running into Jimtown, where

the gulehh broadens somewhat, al- |
though not wide enough to be called
a valley.

Here 5,000 people, coming and go-
ing., are gathered, hall of whom are
engaged in business, while the ulhvl‘i
half are speculators, visitors, gam-

| nearly

|ing camp of possibly

sweep a mile down great bowlders |

which are accepted as witnesses of

the torrent’s force.
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CREEDE'S CLIFP, JIMTOWXN,

loss of life as well as the destruction
of property. A cloud-burst, such as
are so often seen in the mountains,

Ordinary spring |
rains will unquestionably cause the !
= ] e : I
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would send down a roaring, scething
wall of water that would sweep the

| two towns from the face of the earth, !

hundreds of graves would be
“unknown,” containing the
and battered forms of the

and
marked
hruised

| vietims of man’s greed and their own |

lust after wealth., The State author- |
itles already recognize this danger,
and are considering means to avoid it.

The daily dispatches from this
camp announce the hundreds dally
arriving, but say nothing of the
equal number departing.
There are two reasons why so many
leave after remaining from two to gix
days. It takes but twenty-four hours |
usually to discover that, instead of |
being a second Leadville, Creede is
destined to become a fair little min-
2,000 people.
Second, a week’s stay means death to
many who may have heart trouble, or
are predisposed to that disease.
Creede has an altitude of 9,000 feet,
and is so situated in a narrow gulch !

cars 100 of these will be lald off, as ] that the sun reaches it but about two !

there will be no further use for the | hours each day.
teams and burros, excepting such as | sun fully seven hours, but otherwise

miay be necessary to haul lumber.
The most sanguine prospector does
not anticipate more than four times
the present number of producing
mines, so that when that number is
reached there cannot be 1,000 miners
cmployved.

Without government, without reg- |

ulations, and with but poor judgment

| the huilders of Creede, in thelr haste

to grow rich, are preparing the way
for sickness and disaster that will be-
fore July next flll the papers with
dispatches almost equaling those fol-
lowing the Johnstown flood. From
the upper end of Crecde to the school
seetion below Jimtown the bed of
Willow Creek has bzen encroached
upon until it is a mere diteh not more
than five feet wida in pl'aces. This
creek is a rup'd-flowing mountain
stream fed from a dozen gulehies, on

 the sides of wwhich is now more than a

CRYEDE AVENUE,

blers, and sure-thing men. The nar-
row streels, some of them being
not more than fifteen feet wide, are
thronged with men, teams, and bur-
ros, leaving but small spuace for the
idler who would see. The sound of |
the carpenters’ hammer and saw re-
sombles, at a little distance, the fusil-
lade of small arms, and still the ery
Is for more lumber,

Hotels are numerous, there being
nearly one hundred. 1t does not,
however, take mgich for a hotel, as a
plain beard snanty, sixteen feet
square, with n blanket for a door, Is
dignified with the name “Palace Ho-
tel.” Until a short time ago the
hotels were similar to this one, al-
though many of them were made
larger. In all, the sleeplng-room held
from twenty to sixty cots, the use of

which was granted the temderfoot at

foot of snow. Nearly all the eourse
of this stream in Creede is covered by
bulldings, and much of it is in the
same  condition in Jimtown. The
principal hotel, just opened, with a
hundred rooms, is built in the bed of
the ercek, with the foundations rest-
ing ¢n two feet of fee. 'To proteet
this bul'ding from the waters a break-
waler of logs has ‘been built, resting

on the lce and filled with rock, lva\'-.

ing a channel of not more than six
feet.  In Jimtown the business por-
tion of the city is also bullt over the
erees, which erosses the main street
diagonally, there taking its own
width. This place I8 a ford, no
bridges having vet been erected, the
wilter almest 1ecaching to a wagon-
bed. Thire are twenty places whera
i jam s likely to occur when the
June rains set in and when the snow
melts,  The probable results, appall-
ingasthey may be, are recognized, but
noone takos the initiative In guard-
ing against this danger. A jam of
four feet and its breakage would
sweep away every house in the two
towns, except those perched up on
the side of the mountain. This dan-
ger is not an imaginary one, as the
sites of the two towns have, each
soring, with no obstructions, been
covered with water enough to swim
a horse, having a curreut sufficient to

Jimtown has the

(RLZEDE'S COURT NOUSE

is the same as the town which gives
name to the entire eamp.

Many who visit this camp and are
disappointed will remain in Colorado,
which is a good State. This aceounts
for the united effort of the Colorado
papers to boom Creede, hoping to
cateh some of the returning wave.

OHIO'S FAIR BUILDING,

Tty Degigners Belleve It Will Be Unlike

That of Any Other State Hullding.

It will contain a reception-room,
oMices for the Director General of the
State, assistants, ete. 1t is 1o be a
place where Ohlo people can meet
and feel at home. While the bulld-
ing will not cost as much as some of

1
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ONIO ATATE BUILDING

the other State bulldings it will, it is
claimed, be equally attractive. ‘The
decorative features are fine. The
large circular portico, with its heavy
columns over the main entrance and
the bay windows on the opposite ends
of the bullding are attractive fea-

tures. .

NUMOR OF TIE WEEK.

STORIES TOLD BY FUNNY MEN
OF THE PRESS.

Many Odd. Curlous, and Laughable
Fhases of Humaun Nature Graphically
FPortrayed by Emineut Word Artists of
Our Own Day. .

From the German,

A.—You are a regular spendthrift,
Here | find you drinking champagne
out of a beer glass,

B.—You call me a spendthrift and
yet you want me to spend money buy-
Ing wine glasses when I can worry
along wit an ordinary beer glass. —
Texus Siftings.

Time and Money.
“Time is money, my dear,” he said,
hustling around in a great hurry.
“Come off,” she replied tartly, “I've
got plenty of time to buy a bonnet
but 1 don’t get the bonnet, just tha
same. " —Exchange.

Doing Her Share.

A poor woman applied to the lady
in charge of a charitable association:

“Have you a hushand?” nquired
the lady.

“Yes'm,” answered the woman,
“but he's poorly. and can’'t make a
living.”

“How many children have you?”

“Thirteen, mum.”

“Thirteen!” replied
surprise.

“Yes'in, thirteen.”

“You must have had some twins.”

“No'm,” the woman replied, inno-
cently, “there alu't no twins. |
though 1 was doing my share with
one at a time.”"—Texas Siltings.

A Judicious € hales.
Mac—Well, I bhad four proposals

the lady, with

Maud—Indeed! Who were they?
Miuae—Well, there were Jack and
Tom and Ned and that #eightful Mr.

| Pigsfoot.

Maud—Which did you secept?

Mae—Mr. Pigsfoot.

Matid—What in the world did you
take him for?

Mae—Well, yon see, he is in the
glue business and I thought he would
be the most likely to stick.—Doston
Courler.

A Haunted House.

Featherstone-—Do you
ghosts?

Travers—Well, for years 1
been living in a haunted house.

Featherstone—You don't tell
Who Is it haunted by?

Travers—By my tailor.—Clothier
and Eurnisher.

believe in

have

me?

He Was Consclontious,

Editor—Yon say you wish this
poem Lo appear in my paper anony-
mously?

Would - Be Contributor - 1
don't want any name to it.

“Then I can't publish it."”

“Why not?”

“Because I am conscientious about
this matter. 1 don’t want an unjust
suspicion to fall upon some innocent
person, "—Texas Siftings.

- Yes:

Eanitary Itemn,

Mamma (to daughter)—Now, Eu-
genle, this is a new life to both of
us. If your poor, lamented father
were allve we wouldn’t be reduced to
the necessity of keeping a boarding-
house,

Sugenian—Well, mamma, there
doesn't seecm to be any other course
left to us,

Mamma—I know it, Eugenia. You
must be very circumspect, and, while
polite to all, you must, in your late
lamented nautical father's words, “re-
pel boarders.”

Eugenia—Don't you think, mam-
ma, we onght to leave that to the
hash? — Exchange.

It Was Funny.

“Well, this is funny.”

“What is*"

“This word
look here.”

The compositors laid down their
sticks and crowded around the funny
man to look at the word.

The word was “funny.”

But the compositors didn't think it
wis funny, so they returned to their
cases.—Cape Cod 1tem.

in this item. Just

Hoer Speroi,

Amerieans, we are often told, have
a natural turn for speech- making.

A birthday gift by the father and
the three danghters of the family to
the mother was thos naively an-
nounced to that lady by the youngest,
a girl 10:

“Dear mamma, this is presented to
you by your three children and your
one husband."—New York Tribune.

Nol the Right Sort.

Visitor—How do you like vour new
minister?

Mrs. Muggs—He won't last, very
long. Iis wife is too worldly minded.

“Really?”

“Yes, It's perfectly
All her dresses fit
Weekly.

Changed the Sulyent.

e (gently)—Are you not afraid
sole one may marry you for your
money?

She (sweetly)—0Oh, dear, no.
an idea never entered my head,

He (tenderly)—Ah, in your sweet
innocence you do not know how
coldly, cruelly mercenary some men
are.

She (quiet!y)—Perhaps not.

Ie (with suppressed emotion)—I—
1 would not for the world have such
a terrible fate happen to you. 'The
mwan who wins you should love you for
yoursell alone.

She—1He'll have to.  It's my cousin
Jengie who has the money, not L
You've got us mixed. 1 haven't a
cent.

He —Er-—very pleasant weather
we're having.—New York Weekly.

scandalous,
her."—New York

Such




